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History of the A.M.B.Zion CHURCH .
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sLarence T unison Andeiy‘:‘-"

DURING TH' I00th s-oniversary of The Chartering of “oughkeesp-ie
| as a City instesngd a village, we have been ssked to delineste some
| expression vhie™ could be termed the nistory of the ANE Zion CHurch

during this period of time in Foughkeepsie/

Surely there was a church for the worship of God conducted by the
golored people of this area and its existanee is evidenced not by care-
fally kept records but by bits of information and pietures found in the
and corners of homes of some of our oldest families/

co urse 1t 1s known thet the denomination which we follow was
by John and Charles Wesley of London in 1739 end omr group of
or 80 pergons visited the Wesley's there in London to get

== d for the religious work to be carried on thram the years/ This
A Wesleyan ‘leShodist Church is a non-conformist denomination, ifs cone-.
gtitution is fresbyterian in character. So ir/ Wesley took much time
to direct these new -comers to striet adhearence to a religious.way of
life, and to organize for the work with iinisters, Trustees, Stewards,
Oleas lesders, and singing and p®asying grouns/

uar group formerly worshiped with the Washingtom 3%/ lethodist

A Church, but withdrew in 1837 to form a United Society which met in the
014 Lancastor school building in church st. (now Bermania Hall) until
1840 when they moved to 102 Catherine 3%. in a one story freme building
gitnated back in & lot. This buildinge wss formerly used as an elementary
gchool for colored children was ended here in 1877. The continued use
0f this vroverty was the beginning of our church. S0 it waes in 1840
thst the first Africa methodist Episcopal Zion Church was estsdlished

in Poughlmepsie. This information wae carved on a small bvonge tablet,
which served as s paper weight in the home of the late 2iss Grace Ieyo

a member of one of our oldest femilies. This makes it anthentic that
meetings were started in & church of our own in Poughkeepsie 101l years
after the meeting with the Wesley's in lLondon. I regret thet wef were
anable to find the nemes of sny of the officers or leaders who chertered
this movement in Youghkeevgie. It would hsve been valuasble informastion
without guestion, however it is the general belief that the meeting nlace
of the first Society in roughkeersie as a church was the original frame
edifice which constituted the rear seetion of the 0l1ld church building
which was at 1U2 Catherine Street. In those days it wes known as the
property at Mansion Square and was called the Catherine 8t. AME Zion
Church. A newspaper article published in April 1860 refers to the Vld
Gatherine St. orgenization which has existed for over twenty years. It
is gleaned from this that the first place of worship for our church in
this 0ity was the Uld Catherine 3t. Church, or the 30 celled rronerty at
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Kension Square.

There is very little chronicled of what took pleace daring the first
twenty years of existance in Poughkecrsie, but 4t is quite certain that
the shurch was very much slive. There was hsrmony at times asnd discontent
at other tires. The discontent resulted in & split which oecured sormetime
in 1860"'s when s certsin fsction accused the Catherins St. orgenization
of driving them out of their property at lansion Sgusre to a hired tene-
ment in #gin 3treet. 30 from this date we are confronted with two soccie-
ties of this great chmrch which grew out of that United Society started
in 1739 with the aid of wr/ Wesley. (The isin St. A¥E Zion Church - snd
the Catherine 3t. &E Zion Church)

At first the sagin 3%. Societly avpeared to have the largest membership
end to attract the greater number of colored people to their meetings/
They also made some publie anpeals for financiasl assistance, from white
peonle, with some success. However, when the Catherine 3t. orpanigation
with its smeller following, soupht to make public spreal for thneir benefit,
they were bitterly attacked by the Mmsin 3t. brotheren, sccuased of nos
representing any regular and religiouns orgenization, but holding the
property occupied by them by force and not by law snd right, snd thus
h&%ng unworthy of any sympathy or consideration of Christisns and of
Poblie gid. :

In the early part of 1860 s bitter newspaver debate occured between
the two fections, each presenting their plea to the nublie, and aining
relentless attack uvon the other. It may be interdsting to know the names

T erTthe officers - Trustees of &sch 0T these chorches lsuhching these '
attacks. The undersigned trustees of the Haein 3t. AME Zion Church were:
James Devis, Abrahem Bradford, Angevine Ieye, Leonard DuBoiss s d Joseph
Wright. The undersigned Trustecs of the Catherine St/ AME Zion Church
were: Isaasc Deyo, Abrahsm Bolin, J smes Tresdwell, Stevhen Smith, snd
Thomaa Gray. These fine Christisn bretheren were contending for public
sympathy in those days of 1860. Some members active in our church today
can recall an ancestor who wes carrying on in those days 90 odd yesrs ago,
and they cun Gtake heart and renewed ambition to continume to carry on the
g00d work vaich was 80 notably started by them.

The Catherine Street organization sought to make a propogition %o
bring sbout a union of the two Societies, bPecause the pepulstion 714 not
warranl the existance of twoe colored churches, and together theyrcould
make a stronger united appesl to the nubliec with the idea of building a
new church. But the Mainf St. officisls declared the propossl in the
regsoliations and continued to carry on mtil their numbers dwindled down
to such an extent that they were compelied to abandon their Main St. arode
and return to the Weshington 3t. AUE Zion Church uantil they passed ont of
the viocture one by one. Up to a few years apo, the laat of their group,
a nice 1litvtle woman would come in from Arlington to attend services at
Waghington 3t. Church. When she died somwe years asgo, it is understocd
that she left a8ll her possessions to thet Church. She is telieved t0 have
been the last of the rﬂnagrade group. Many of fthem had returned to
Catherine 3t. and helped to incresse their numbers so favorsbly that they
received much recognition from the public snd sueceeded in the project of re-
hnildingi The result was the laying of the cornerstone in the same year
1860, is was a notable event, particinated into by all of the whife clergy
of the City. The Rev/ Jacob Thomss was then nastor of the Colored Sooiety.
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new addition and the 0l1d edifice, 1U2 Catherine St. were later sold
o Imeilius Mosely, local realty owner, and converted into a tenement
/for 10 colored femilies, and later destroyed by Tiwe.( '[wv])

Ag I remarked before, the ccecssion of the lasying of the cornerstone
wag a noteble event, snd the speeches by the white clergymen atfending,
ghowed mumgh sympathy, end praise for colored rrople undertaking the pro=-
~ jeots The members slso took prominent parts end the choir ssng very
i"apprupriata hyms, one was the following!

I
f

Behold the sure foundation stone, which €0d in Zion lays,
To build our heavenly hopes upon, snd His eternsl praise,
e Chosen of God, to sinners desr, We now adore thy name:
We trust our whole sslvation here, Wor can we suffer shame.

To fooldish builders geribe and nriest, Reject it in disdain:
Yet on this roeck the church shall rest, and envy rsge in vain.

What though the gates of hell withstood, Yef must this
building rise: T'is thine own work, almighty God,
And wondroug in our eyes.

Thig chaorch proved to be & very important center for the colored
populstion, not only for religious meetings, but also socisl and polifti-
cally. In those days Ameriesn history was being mede reviewing the ocon-
ditdon of existing humen slavery in this country. Keny meetings were
“held 4n Uld Zion by the sbeilritionists, =nd some of the speskers heard were :
. the same 4ndividuels mentioned in the book by Hon., Frederick Douglas k
entitled "Life snd Times of Prederick Douglas™{ These yesrs were nesring
the great Civil War, end the politic of thet time was freely discussed in
Zion. The horrors of slavery, Ietermination fo hasve it ouflawed, Annexs-
tion of new states to the vnion, whether they should be slave of Free,
Ired 3cott Dlecision, Hissouril Compromise, Abrshsm Lincoln for president, _ 1
and possibility of Civil strife. '

When the War came on, Zion withstocd the storm, because when the
attitude regsrding the purvose of the war changed from "The preserwation
of the Union" to "The freeing of the 3laves”, enlisting of soldiers for
the Union Army became very difficuli and draft riots occured right here
in Poughkeepsie with bitter annimogity directed toward the colored popu- 7
lation, end their church. A mob of haters ceme up from the lower section
of town determined to burn the Hegro Church, btut Civil Apthority inter-
vened and they failed to agcomplish their purpose.

| Zion withgtood the ravages of the war snd in Januoary 5, 1863 a big

meeting Rejoicing for Freedon was held in recognition of President
Iincolng "™EBmancipstion Proclamation", presided over by mr} Isaac IDeyo,
who presented as apeskers, James 8/ DeGarmo, and Hon. Gecrge W) Sterling,
and Dr/ Jay Parker. This was one of the many enthusisstic meetings held
in Zion. gech tr 11l =i o

In the following years, innumersble events took plsce in the sharch
including 8 variety of important public meetings. ILVIVals, festivals,
fairs, conserts, buptigims, merricpges, funerals, recentions 10 noted
men and women of the race gnd all the evehts of human 1ife. Very
froquentlyno ur chorch wss scleated to entertain the dew York Annual
Jonference onder different Bishopa, btul prineipally under the lesadesrship
of Bishop J. W. Hood. Thus the c.urch was freely used by the city's
e¢olored populatioen.
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s succession of miristers, the moat eninent the
forence had to ofter to the churches of this the 3econd Fpisconsel
trict., Among them were: ™he Rey's Jscob Thomas, Father Becker,
Eipshmore, Je E. Pglbert, Adam Jackson, w. B. Abbett, J. Hollday,
omag < ohnson, thgunciford Fairfsx, Florence Rgndolph, W. R Lewton,

njemin Judd, Clarence Van buren, T, H, Maciiullen,
wis ®/ Taylor, Je M Branch, Arthur . a8y end B+ Raphael Michael.

:
|
i

was fuvored ‘hgl

4th the services of

41so0 during these years our
Rhoadés Clssby was one of the

yreral pipt orgenists. s Helena
srlier musicians; others were Hrs. Alvsretta Bolin Deyo g d her brother

apl Bolin also, her sinter urs. Della Bolin Lawrence. Nrss Pad® Rhoades
s Fever served sg organist for over 40 yesre and was honored at 8 tegtie
onial before her degth 8 few yesrs a8g - This reception was One of the
randest eventis ever held in Zions 5t geemed as though the entire town

be remembered = 0nly

ad turned oubt tO honor lrs. Sadie le Fever. She can
g 8 faithful organ ervice of equal duration

gpervising theyoung paople who neve been reared 1n our eity. It 1is intercat-
ng tomofte thal tnis braach of pservies to our church was s170st monovolized
brisht for the continuance

y two prominent fomilies snd the prospects ook
f the. same family streins 1in thet eapseity, becususe 1in the present
ne end the Rosdes can be found some telented

enerntion of the Boll
sugioians. In fsot out present orspeniat urs. perthe Renkin 1s a worthy
Hpﬁ#ﬁl‘ktatiﬂ'ﬂ of the Rhoades Pamily. A few of the choristers could alao ®
senti0nc d. nepely A« Jones, James Le3o. Warnes J. B1lis, Johi #/ Jones,

- lareinda Horden STowA, wrs PYearl

Y e it bﬂhﬂ ‘:h, aligo Hellie Smith
3941y 200 skl ' derason Covleys The church wee femons for its good
'g. Mattie may Hose and rrse A2, May.
lrd. Josephine

singiang-
Local pre gachers
By, mrss Frgmeis Johnaon Goodman,

sumdey Shool Supe ~ntendents weee L¥s-

were -ohn Thomasg , Jlesse DUs
%.Hantmen snd eV
ilice Bolin, Abran Bolin, ¥ra. Nanoy

Tunison, wrs. lena nmderson,

Lewrenee, Mr@. Alice L. Judd, Wres Hary 5
Yarbrourh Chapmon and Vre R We .
r

lev. W. Hde Abbott, kra.. 3adie R. le rFever,
Morgamn. Some Class leaders in the older days were issae Deyo, VWm: Deyo,
Jjounn Fremeis, Williem Heady, Abram volin, John Jackson, Larinda LuBois,
Mra. J. B. Tolbers, indrew Johason end Buek wayfield. .

in 1891 the old charch was remodelled 2t n;uuat of $3,088.51. The
3. $600. was given by the efforts of the

ghurch membe’s snd the other churches of the oity gnd Philenthroptsts
The lsrgest single sontribution was from the

_gontribhted lsrpe sums.
pipat "reaghyterian shureh 51,024.863 another from the Firet Refom Church
$446.34. 'Other shurches contributed subatentially snd their was & me
Jaugar legacy of 3476+ 26 receive
8 sorplete job was done, paild

g balanoce 0Ff $232.26 in e treasury. A EOO
gregation for twenty or more yesrs antil Revs
gpirit of

for aﬂ;nﬁ ved by the eon

Ben]am , thru his keen conception of the philanthropie

the Hons Wn.V¥.8mith, pergoeded hinm to build for the oo lored methodist a
rehip 8+ Smith ané Cottage stae

_-"nli church, the oue in which we now WO
I wioh to mention som of the names of

\ ne fore lcaving Cotharine 8%.
pergons who were gotive there in the early 90's. OSOme e:umprahunaibh
records mere kept of the workings sf the church by the then secretary of
the Bofrd of Trustees Warner J+ Bllis and his assistant Welbter s Jackson.
xson, R W« Harrisonm, 3am Contee,

In 1890 e find s&s Traatecs Jasper Jac
In 1891 Jasper Jackson, R. H. Hgrrison,

L]

Totel axpun and over was roise

' B1szi Pottey and Peter Atkins.
4 Peter Glasby. Iin 1892 Dsvia 3mith. Peler
yarner J+ B1llis/

_sgmuel, Contes, Devis Smith en
Glagby, Jasper Jackson, denry 2. Anderson and

" . i
me o T o o Bt TR
i B e

1y
3 gt that time. §$3,248.61 wes raigsed leaving

_ e

e

a
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" In 1894 Dgvid 3mith, “eter Glagby, Jasper Jackson, irs. ends DuBois and

bri:‘:é jarner k54 Ellia. ‘_ﬂ?iﬂﬂﬂ bﬂﬂrﬁ Hﬂ't IHEEI‘J mrﬂ' Wme ﬁeﬂ. & Rotert ﬂl!il‘!.

. 1895 Jagper Jackson, Hannsh Rose, Cstherine Dn Boise, Tarriet Tembrook

ﬁanﬁ %e 7. "11is. Advisory board: Wm. Deyo, Charles [awrence and Rwebert Clszire.

. A menmbership list in those days included: Ann lLawrenee. indas DuBoise,

' im. He Smith, Cetherind IuBoise, Mary J. COould, 3smunel Contee, Amguda Yoemsns,

" ignfish Rose, Bmiliie Grent, Hery E. Waters, Nency Jiles, Isssc Deyo, Mary F.

. itkins, W¥m.Deyo, Cora Contee, Harried Tembrook, Mary £. Cqaire, Peter Atkins.

: ’ %ﬂ .

~  Hderriet Peterson, igss¢ Doniels, Christine Waters, Abram 1in, Blsache ‘olin,

" ;1ice Bolin, Yela Bolin, Robtert Clair, Helen Of8rmasn, lens inderson, Louiss Deyo,

" Robert Harrison, Rechsel Harden, Blsnche “oéter, Sarsh Wright, Jesper Jackson,

' .sne Bernes, Catherine VYest, Jane 3uith, fdellie 3mith, Elzy Potter, 3arsh Jackl-

+ " vn, Meligsa Potter, Lina Souotherlend, Renns Harden, Edith lowe, Bertha “otter,

" T4ine “sckson, Mattie lLoften, Sarah Gould, Hary Fuller, Bva Peterzon, laurs

. | Bownan, Gruce Deyo, Alda Potter, Debide Potter, A.J. Brpant, 3Ssmuel Contee,

h?.Eeter Atkins. Some of the deesths recorded by lir. Bllis sre: Wilhelmina

. “ptter Sept.24,1891, Logiss Smith Feb.14,1892, Willism Welers Apr. 24,1892

~  snd during 1892-94 inn lLswrence snd Peter Atkins and Robert Hsrrison Pecame

. dingane. In those days the receipt sns expenditures were reviewsd at every

% trugtec recetine. The Pestor was paid, Orpoist was peid, and the 3exton was

g~ paid. _% _ig reccordel taht Hrs. Rachel Tarden fhmother of the 1ste John Harden

. | grondmother of lrs/ Bessie Payne, wea the sexton uf’thﬁluhnruh for a long

" period of tima. Eerly reports recorded having raiged 900. daring one year,

4 and expending with 5 small balance. ihe total indetrtedness carried that :

" geme jear was 3260, waich ig mnch diflerent Trom today.

. 1T isggntcreét g to read the nsmes of persons vho, 1ike today, ocantributed

T sage ) - ﬂefrayingigallggp- In 1894 over {{2060. was collected from the

- lrs. 3/ 2¢¥ins, T.B. Anderaon, nrs lena :’;nﬂeraﬂ%mﬂrth& Allen,

- ® A - . SeNeER BTN oNE rolin, 'Miss Dells Bolim

e ﬁrgﬁ? exgwe 11, krg.id.¥.Bryant, lrs. ¥ary 1. Bowmaen, Vialter Bowmsn,

iﬂ':qﬁh~5 e Brown, 3amuel Contee, irs. Carman, Chses. Cooley, mrs. Chas Colley

o -c/"ary J. Coldem, M.".Claire, #.F.Colden, irs. ¥.E.Colden, Miles Carness

w—.i0V. lss8c leyo, Xre. Rinds Du Bolse, W. H. Imyo, Issse leyo, Cotherine DuBoise

= Joha R. Davis,:Mrd. A. Dixon, Mrs. J. 8. Teyo, Mrs. L. Duboine Kige Xate Dorsey

iirgs Cary i leyo, Warner J. B1llig, frs. A. freecman, .iss Magrie Fountain,

& B. FPoller, Peter Glasby, ors. lary J. Counld, 5r8. 3. Gills, Johan Grent

<r3/ Sarsh Gould, ¥m H* Garnet, m. Haff, N#ss Jessie Haff, Tred Holmes,

Yiss F. Henderson, HMps. lory Hackley, irs. Ja:par Jackason, Jasper Jackeson,

#m. Johnson, Mrg. C/ Kenyon, Chsrles lswrenece,J/omes ¥. lewis, ¥iss Rose Lowe,

ime Harlowe, im. F. May, John Marshsll, irgse B. Potter, Bmma Price, Mise I.

logers, lirs. Honnlh Rose, Hiss Lolk 2icherdson, Robert Russell, David Smith,

Liss dottie smith, Miss Nellie Smith, HNiss Ysne Smith, wrs. Nary B. Smith

Jomes Smith, CGeorge Smith, I'red 3choonmaker, mra. Tattie Tembrook,

sornelis Taylor, vharlotte Teylor, Delia Veughon, Geo. West, Henry Waters ‘

irg. Julia Veldon, Mrs/ Sarsh Wright, dethsn 3« Wye, Mras. Jessie Hye,

wrg. Co M. deat, AMiss Julis \est, iiss Grace West, Wrs. H. VWest, lirsg. lary B/ ?

“aters, drs. Ceo Weat esad Warren Yoemans. This 1ist shows that meny contributed |

Lo the charch in sapecisl rallies who were not regulsr wmenmbers and cerriers of =

the bordens of charch work. Ageny of thogse named sre well known to some of [

- the older members of our church: many still alive ere scitwe somewhere and ]

. can be pictured in their usuvael positions ss they attended functions of the ’
|
|

in.
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~ | charoh. fThese things took place in the early 90's during the vastorate of
iev'as Adsm Jeekoon, J. Holiday, W. H. Abbott, Thomas Johnson smmd the early
term of Chauneiford Feirfax.

Waerner J. Ellis ean be hihly comwended for his constant edd complete
service ss peoretsry of the Bosrd of Trustees 1a the early 90's. . The minutes
he wrote were 3 definite reeord of the workings of the officiel baord and the |
church. Hdis work mey be considered o literary gem and a worth while exsmplke -’
to foture pecreteries who might be so honored by the suff erage of his |
fellow members. |
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Rev. C» Fgirfsax was here for s long term an’ the usual setlivity of the
ehurch continved. 1iev. ¥W. R. leswton and lire. Floronce Rendolph followed
for short periods antil eve Genjavin Judd csme 8 pat in g long term.

Fage -6~

There 1s snother family that 1| found to te Very active from the early
exigtanee of the church until esrly in 1900 and that is the femily of
Abrem Bolin. They served in slmost every canscity in the 1ife of the
chiroh. The volue of thisr progresgive leadership was shéwm on the
o0ffiedal tonrd, classes for prayer and praise, sunday sehool and choir.
the eoncerts and enterteinments they gave were OFf the finest qnality
beganse they were highly t:elented salonr literary end musiesl lines. I
regret that the church cannot claim the fsomily name upon its membership
roll of today, if only for histordical continuance, hut we d0 have the
#olin fa-ily wepresented in direot descendency in t'e families of

~ Cary ldendes end lirs. Ella Chepmon.

The following are some who have served on the Board of Trustees:
Jomes Davis, Abrgham Srodford, A'gevine Jeyo, Leonard Du Bois, Josenh
ipdght, Llsssec feyo, ‘bram bolim, J« Treadwell, olephenSmith, Thomas 6Eray
petcr Atkine, 3. Contee, R. H. Harrison, Jasper Jackson, inds Du Bois
Cotherine7Du Bois, Hennah Rose, farries Tenbrook, lirs. Sarsh Vermong
Bd. Hay, Mellie Le Pever, Mary J. Colden, Wblter M. Jackeon, John Frsncis
gm. Teyo, Wystt Jones, Homer Freneis, Andewew Johnson, denry B. Anderson
Joha %/ Miller, Robert Veshi-rton, Jemes K. lewls ir, Wm. marlowe, David
Jmith, Warner J. Ellis, Yarbrough Chepmon, Elzy Potter, Nathan 5. Wye
3ylvenus Jacklyn, George Davia,lavid Wright, William '-1“‘3- L. B Hortman

rge Johnsoan, Sdwerd Jackpon, Jamuel e Fever, Charies Plerce, Clarence

. | saue 2 ! * nk vm.‘ﬁ Iﬂ“. dul'-
otviund Cassell, Thopws Long, Thurston megill,

y west, Clifrord vest, Jr. Henry G+ Horris, Jr.

'.']'1'\ _'l'" o I 1§ g 200
Uglter Patrice, Perc

In 1906«6 there about, durisp the postorate of Rev. ruirfax, the

E 0ld parsonape at 28 (ottgge 2trect was pregented to the ehurch by

. Am W Smith to be used ss & home for the ministers. Prior to this
presentation the pastors had resided in various plsces rented by the
ehurch. [laces were gecured ondorth Clinton street, Caths rine Stre-t
Em?_Paraning Avenne. Rev. Ablotts home wes rented from Wm. leyo for
¢8.00 rer month. 28 Cottage 3treet is one of the cherished giftes from

F » 3mith. It 49 @& large roomy house end dee» lot with some fruit trees.
t 18 now occupied by a tenant. Rev. Judd resided at 28 Cottape 3t.

F Guring his entire Pastorste here from 1909, and held many noted eventa
in the 0ld church 4n Jatherine St He was a great man for celebrations

and to recognize every pessing event, however insipnificsnt they might have

been, by some party or redeption for pubdlicity 4in the papers.

e was here wilh the reputatdion of Church Builder, heving left
monuments to his rmemory in every p3Adce he had psstored. lir. OChsppon's
history told how persistsont he waes with very little encourspement from
his church members ond of{icials to have the new church ereoted. How
he visited iir. Smith time and time agsin, plesding snd persuading untild
Yr. Smth gave and pave unt4l he could pive no more. Those who were close
1o Irs Judd Juring these trying Gﬂ?hnhr well strenuously he worked.
some of those olosest to him were Yarbrourh Chepmon, Buck Mayfield,

Nrss lens Andernon, uiss Sedie R. jhosdes, William Jeye snd Jusper Jackson/

cornerstone for the new church was laid Hove 9, 1910. At this time
$20,365. 00 had be-n raised; the £20,000. was Hr. Snith's initiel contri-
bution end the balance wes bdrought in by members of the conpgregation.
{he ministers of the City taking pert in the services were 2ev. Fred H/
Deming of Wehington Street

i W
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In 1927 during the psstorste of lev. J. I Brnﬁ&‘
the church celebrated ite £5th Anniversary, that is 07 the
mith 3trect building when grest ceremonies were held for |
one week. lany of the feithfal workers were honored. At e e
that time aporaisment was riven to lrs. 3adie R. Le Fever Br .
ner her continved devotion as organist and chorister, amd
to Mrs. Cynthia Atkins for skillful leudership of the Christisn
BEndeavor snd checrful cooperation with sll other sctivities, |
to ¥rs: Lillisn Jecklyn and her members o 3Jtewsrdess Board #1,
irg- Teils Joneg and uer members of 3tewardess soars #2, to
irs. Sligzateth Ie Fever who directed the Missionary Hwementa

the chureh, end like manynotfthers, dgrlicates her services -

n msny other groups in the church, Bros. John Jackson and Buck
doyfield for their faithful class lalﬂarship. Dr. 3. W. Horgsn end
nis teseching staff in the Church School for their patience ang
_g.vntlan in gni#ing ard directins our children, Hrs. Melissas

otter and her sscoecisate Daauaneaaaa for keening the altar sacred on
ﬂe votional ogcssions, to lirg. Hebel Chspmon who slways fook

riﬂa in competitive leads for Fund Rweising affairs, and to
Yartrongh Chapmon the oaly survivor of those whose names sare

Wbea o the of Love snd Wemory to the Hon. (¥m.W.3mith,

ol il




E_ . gl ¥4 o T Cod T

r

T, i, b il —— - e " !

w+B.Chureh, Rev. Wm. P, Shwartz, ‘resbytrtien Chorch, Reve A. D Ball,
Trinity M.E. Charch, Rev. C. s. Farris, Bbenezer Baptist Church, owr
fresideing Elder Rev. L. G. Hason snd ieve Clarence Vsn Buren from

our church in Budson who later sueceeded Zev. Judds The primeipal
address made by the Hon. W« W. Smith. Other visitians ministers
were Rev. Adem Jackson and Rev. Lewis H. Taylor. It was s géala day

with grest rejoleing snd in th- evening a big eoncert ws: givén in

the Cathering strect church appearance of the best local talent.
Ledication too: place the followine year Nov. 26, 1911 with grest . -
ceremonies shich were fully Jdeseribed in X¥. Chepmon 's higtory- :
Another sddition to the ochurch is thec ps-sonage st 62 Cottage 3t. which
wes opened after completion on Dec. 13, 1914 It wss ealled by the y
then Pesstor Rev. Clarence Van Buren "Shepherds Haven". Soeaiasl exercises
were held during the week with presching, entertainment, prayer and '
praige serviges. The building comrittee wiioh worked with Rev. Judd

were <asper Jackson, lrse. HMery J. Colden, liss 3adie . Rhoades,

Mirgs lena Anderson, John Ed NMiller, William Deyo, John H. Jones,

welter M. Jackson, Andrew Johason, Samuel Contee, Willism Marlowe.

¢ ohn Harden, urs. Jone Bolin, Henry Schoonmaker and & srbrounch Chapmon.

Reve Judd served the church until June 1914 when he was succeeded
by the Rev: COlserence Ven Burem since refired and living in Yew Lexisco.
dc was followed Rev's H. Winifred Allen, J. H. Mac iullen, lewis
i, Taylor end J. N, Branch; all decessed. Under their sdministrations
the church affairs leveled off and finally slumped into sn |
indebtodnesa. There were fetionsl celamifies during these year-s )
il Freast ﬂepraﬂﬂiﬂh%ﬂhﬁllﬁﬂﬁ by two major wars whieh took » noticesble

!.a tww e .‘

el Wer hed locowe men's preatest indugtry, even while deliberstions
for disercvement end limited armsment procesded. It continpes to de
preemineat 4n the indostrisl world. “ilitary science moves on at sn
euaizing pace and out of the laborstorics of the world, prineipally
the United States of Amerias, pregumshly the United 3ceiaslist 3onviet
Regine of Russis ang undoubtedly the United Kingdom of Orest Britain
ome wespona of ever incressing desdliness. COpr men heve foupht in
*y war of this republic since Crigspus Attudh fell vietim to the

Britdsh gum ot Bogton Commons. 3ure ly seme of them must have been
Zion Nethodist.

‘@ know that the vetersns thet were in our church of the Oivil

Wer were Blzy Potter snd Issac leniels; In the Spenish Americen War

vI Ha¥ry Davis erossed the baﬂ&m #ith Poughkeepsie's Jo. K comnanded
by Major John K. Sague and |, Th Colden and Welter Pradford mounted
haé n the 10th U.8. Qavelry &1d were with Gol. Teddy Rocsevelt in
the, UhSree on San Jusn H11l. Jpeny members went away 0. iorld War 1
becduse 1t cslled every able hodied man between certain apges. The same
enlistment was required for World War #2 with Cermany & Japan ss enemies.
AV the glose of the 2ad World Wer wes "V Day" gend this church wes open
for its members to meet snd praise God for ¥i ory. Jister Unetta Pedrioce
is her testimony thenked God for the preservation of her six gons whoz
had entered the sonfliet and lived through 1t. At that time one of he
30n8 was the runking U.3.0fficer to return to our church, lie utenant
Walter (Iut) Patrice, trustee and usher her@. Among the "cesualties of
our ehurch can be reealled Pvt. Issac Tuttle ofithe 1st W.W. and
dple Albert Haert of the 2nd W.W. ¥ra. loris H who is the widow of

the Cpl. worships with ws. The fields of Flandere and of Imo Jima are
dotted with rows of whide orosses which mark the proves of those vho 2
have foucht snd fsullem, while meny have retu'ned to The 3tates snd re g /&
@ heroegs welcome. The |
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sgny of cur en asnd siso women have participated 4n the Koresn ﬂ:mnp:iign
uhjgh is 8t11l unsettled. Cur hopes and prayers are thet 8 Thiﬁg ﬁqmyl
far will be &averted. N

"he chprch has snd is surviving these wars. The Rev. Arthw 2. Ha::'\
gtsrted his adm'nistration here in 1937 end remained for 16 years vhich
wes the lonpest term ever utilized by & minister in this church,  luring
the 7irst two yeurs the indebtedness was completely liguideted;from them
pn immrovements took nlace. few hesting systems were inatslled in
both camarch snd pesrsonae. Lhe @$@8d org:m wes replaced by an F£leetronic
Hamrond organ with Zelfry Chimes. 4 Chorsl elub wss treined by Hrs. May
shish was often called upon to sing at the Annusl Conferences at-%winna
gities. ‘he club also sponsored the big conceerts which trought celebrated
srtists here to the Poughkeepsie digh Sehool for Fund Reising. Those
nesrd were The Southern Airs, TheMariners, Rolsnd Hayes snd seversl .
songerts by The De Psur Infsntry Chorms. In 1949 the church suaffered a
gerdovs fire dissster evrly one Sundsy morning/ It started iy one de"_fﬁut
in th- furnsce room. Akt the time e were ubfortunste in noly hsvdng
aufficient insursnce eoversge t0 regover from{@d%dumapge of over three
honssnd dollars, but we were alded amd we sre especislly gratefml tﬁpr‘_
the inmediate asaistence given us by the chorches of our city snd the

- meny oivie orgenizetions to relieve us in this msjor catastrophy. | By

" the pntiring efforts of Rev. Msy &nd Dr. R.W.Morgesn of the Trmm- Béf_‘-'
the church was restored to its former beduty through new insurance
arrangemcnts with loesl agencies snd Gtete Commission. In 1950 & new

restaursnt coock range wes Ppurchased snd instulled in preparstion for

the entertsining of the 128%h Annunsl Conference which was conducted very
gaaasl 7 with Mrg. Cynthie Bradley, g3 chairmsen. Vhen Rev and Mrs. :

Brt -veo :l' =T 1n IDBf tncy Were alone, Leosuse three of = e \ 3
..-ﬁ”#tnj'hnl a_ttﬁn mgrricd snd the other was sway studying we dieine. Hf
® Church jppospered under the pastorste of Rev.A.B.jMay/ : R

e W

Wa see now enjoying the npastorate of the tev. E. Raphsel iah'
a ?fﬂéﬂcf of the Jerpest edusationsl inutitutinz mndumtag by uﬁr s
geflﬂ?f-_iﬂﬂgiﬂn. the grest Livingstone College of Sslesbury; N. C. He has
“rougnht Zionism in its full reglizm to us in the conduct¥f this charge.
"1th organirzed clssses and class Jlesders. onfailing mid-week prayer

service, eontrolled work of 211 suxillsries and a progrescive childrens
program, we are going constently forwsrd. Under his administration Ll
Phere i3 no one left out of the program of religious work. There {s a

10b for everyone. Ther: is » continuons buildine ©w '

or . r * up of the econgredat ion,
Etgggiiﬂ;lygzm youth who form wonderful g8inging groups. There ﬂ 8 -

ng 8

ne when the babies sre prought to the slter in & eronm £

. comumnidn service, while the chureh singa"Bring them in. Brin;rthgmmi;.
s & Sring the Little Ones to Jesus". The pegtor hass initisted thig joyous
nett{ng. T_h.are is wWork for everyone with “asstor Michsel. Your placde
: couid be found by cansulting Dr. Robert . «“organ, Chairman of Trustees
1 ‘oard snd Jupt. of the Church 3chool; Henry G. Morris. Sr. Chairman of
| the Stewarn Bosrd; Hrs. Msrisn Poster, Chairmsn of the 3tewardess Bosrd:

o Nrs. Margeret dichael Prea. of FHome and Forei ' '
it e ; . gn Missionsries; Thomas
';‘;f é—gug (-o9r of Usher Board; Mrs+ Revecca Morris, Pres. of Progreszive
: ubi Mrs* Ernextine White,Pres. of Get-To-Gether Clab; Mrs. Plarence
ﬁ Long, Pres. of Pastors Ald ﬂnniaty;mglhnr Stevens. Pres. of Mens ¢lub:'
7 “rs. Remaine Jsmes, Pres. of denior hoir; Hirs+ Bertha Renkin, dirsotor

< 4 &
45 0% the Chapel Ghoir; drs. Florence long, dircetor of the Funior Choir:
'%TH drs. Anns MNorris, Supt: of Budg of Promise: Mrsg. Msry Leatherbury, Pres. d
31

of Deaconess Board; Miss Nors £. Haythe, Sec'y of the raying B :
; . ' - end' and -
Pastor Michasel for gll in 8ll cooperation. . Prayiag E |

*‘r-\- ]
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Dogping this administrstiion there has been installed & new sinks in

bola narsonsge and churoch kitchens, a new furnace in the chuarch, s

vartizmal fountsin and & cross and gsndle Sef in the alter. The clubs

which rsised money for these improvements were the Desconesses, Usher

Bosrd snd the Mens Clubs On the rembership list todsy ean be found the

nagies of Lrs. Flors Abbott, E1i Allen, Mrg. Miriam Allen, Mrs. 3%tells

Allen, irs. Dorothy Anderson, Edwerd Anderson, Wiss Frencis Anderran, Jfs.
Nrg. Frieds Anderson, Clsrence T. Anderaon, . :

lubins indersom: Jr. Mra« Cynthis Atkins, lewis Atkins, Mrs. Liszzie Bayles,
irss Carrie Pegkerville, Hra. #lozell Berry, Mre/ leHilds Bostiek, Miss
1481yn Bowmany kiss Oarol Bowmen, (Mizs Bsrbars Bowman, Raymond Bredford,
Miss Lorettas Bradford, Mrs. HJeomi Brgd.ord, lirgs ¥innie lVest Brasdford,

fira. Botelle Browm, Coluwbus Brown, drs. Geneva Bundy, Charles J. Carpenter,
irs. BElgie Carpenter, irss Bdns Caristaerdo, Mrs. Anns Carey, H¥rs. Emme
jampbell, B3coettland Cascell,Sr. Niss Clendd Cessell, Russel! Cassell,

1 Beottlend Cszgsell, Jr. Raymond Cullaway, flirs. Rapmund Cellaway, Nisg Janetif
. Dove, iiiles (eorgis Caston, Niss Cloria Castre, Yarbrough Chspmon, lrs. Ells
 Chspmon, Mie# Brnectine Clark, Mrs+ ¢ulia Clasuson, Mrs. Ketherine Clark,

| | lMras+ Genevieve Coleman, Wis Batelle Collins, #Mrs. Jesne Wright OCoopmm

[ - Mrs. Eveg Colden, Miss Barbara Conners  Mrs. CGrsce Colden, Cheater I/Frederick
ke

ﬂi_”.

| Miss Gwendolin Qropp, Yiss Cristie, irs. Bmwa Davis, Alise fattie Dsniels,
lirgs Tde Dewey, tichsrd Dewey, Mre. Gersldine Pixon, lMrs. Adelis Douglas
drg. Anne Belle De Boise, Mrs. Julis Dunoen, Mre. Doria .Duncan, Miss Grace
Jeckason lougles, Mrs, Lonise Titzei es, [rs. Sedie Fowldr, hter Fowler, .
. Rev’ Ipaih H, Focter, Mrs. Marian Foster, Miss Betty Fre-msn, Jtss Vhe lms
L Freaxan, Rotert Freer, Mre+. Ethel Prye Mrs. E. Viviasn Frye, Miss Sendrs

? . Frye, Arbiegeyp-Yra. Hamie CGay, irs. Vivien Coteweod, Jemes CGoprdon,
el M?FE Gould, (& RUBE-N : e ereazpl Urpen. iigs s
) aBeess Elcen. [jisa ®eErbird Green, liisa ferodo Green, Miss Jesn Oresn, :
. Philip Creen, 4lps. Kithleen Green, Mrs. Gene Green, Herbert Gray, Hrs. Melene
Green, Ivory Henna, Mrs. Ponns Harris, Stanley #srris, Miss Joyee Hanna .

iigC Nora Haythe, M#s. Doris FWarte, Miss flarcel Herrdis, Wiliiam Harris

ielvin Herris, fire. Julia Herndon, Mra/ Bdpa Herndon, BenYamin 0. Hi1l1,

cavl #1ll, Jemes Hill, firs. Irene Hill, M4183 Derlyess Hill, Edwerd Hill,

Tincent Hill, Mre. Norma Johnson Hi1l, Gilkert Hill, Miss Jerry Hill,

~ ¥ra+ Sarah Higgenbothsm, Billy Jemes, Charles Jameas, !rs. Ells Jameson,

o Duvid dsckeson, Mrs. 1illien Jaekson, Aiss Jesn Jscksen, Miss Gloris Jsclkiom
Miss Bols Jeckson, Miss Evelyn Jasckson, Vinocent Jacksong M{ss Dolores Jaskson
Macie Jackson, Stanley James, Hrs. Romaine James, Fred Johnson, Relph Joinsoy
Wrs- Dorothy Johnson, Edwerd Johnson, Jemes Johnson, Mrs. Certrude Johnaon,
Y'es fenpna M. Johpson, Miss Rose Johngon, Mre. Barbera Ooleman v ohnaon,

- Mree. Arvilla Grecn Johnson, irs. Captoris Jones, Rusia Jones, Mre. Marie Joni:

. Mrs: Elizabeth Green Jones, lrs* Lells a‘unu.iwrn- ¥illie J.Jones -

| Mrg+ Cornelia Johnson, Nelson Johnson, Cortlsnd James, Alis§ Dors Kye, 1‘@’7

P

i

. Mis5 Fthel Muy Knox, Miss Philie inom, Wrs. Elizebeth le Pever, Jaues K. Lew,
" lirs. Ethel Lewis, Georpe Leatherbury, Mrs. Mary [Leathertury, (lirs. Marths le

. erbhory, Willigw #. Leatherbury, Mrs. Isabelle f,,_ Mrs. Alids Lewis, -
. Mies Elizebeth Lawrence, Ars* [Florence Long, Thomas Long, Russel) Lnl.

. Richard long, Mrs. BEstell# Logen, Joel Mayfield, Mrs: Cora NscGerasld
i Thurston Magill, Mrs. Thegsa+lonis Magill, ¥rs. Rena B. Megill, Rovert fa
‘“’-;-b— ura. Cecelia muﬂitli .ﬂﬁrﬂ- Bessie %Fi ﬂrﬂﬂr S Flar, sﬁﬁﬂ'rhrt M"'. ’“1‘!# T

| lec filaige, James Maize, Qobert Msllory, lee MC Intosch, Mps. Lydis Mle In' &
e iire. Lucille Mo Gme, Mis: Barbsra Ann NoGue, Miss Dorothy [lcGue, Aljss Klﬁﬁg
. MeGupe, Afiss Barbaera Melntyre, Chsrles Moore, Aliss Alice Moore, Henry G.' 1 0
s Wra: Rebeace %"”1" Henry 6/ Morris, Jr. Mre. Anna Morris, Mrs. Osrold
k%\ flendez, Misa Patricia NMendesm, CGery ilendes,Jr. Q. R.W.Morgen, Hrs. bun{r By
. rames Rorgan, /Yobert Morgsn. Jre Mia® Ann L/Morgen, John Misles, Mrs. Ly

¢ fisles, Rev: f+ Rsphael Micheel, Alexender fhore, Miss Theresa Ann Moore)

o+ |re’Sargh Osternhoudt, Mre: Unette Patrice, John Patrice, \falter Patrice,

I-\. -:‘. o - ‘H.\_ L . |
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2 ra. dyrtle Patrice, Willie . Parker, Kenneth Peafield, Mrs+ Csrol Penfis1l4d,

2 yrs. besaje Mae Phiilips, Mre. Sussie Phinney, Mrs. Nellie Potter,

Wisa 6wendolin Potter. Wiss Barbara Fotter, Mrs+ Lucy Franklin Powell,

urs. Kamie Pierce, dis: Joasn Price, Mrs+ Beulsh Price, irs.  srgaret Pulliem,
B urs, Berths Rankin, ¥4lliam R n]rin.':’#}'a- Lillisn Reynolds, (onrsd' 1. Reilly
8" drs. Josephine Reilly, John Reynolds, Eama-[{aﬁd. Nrs. c_]agphina Rice,

% irs. lavells Green Richardsen, Willism Robinson, Mps. Lillian 3sunders,

2dwsrd Ssunders, Mirs+ Sargh Sawyer, Miss Joredta Schoonmsker, \Walter 3Sharp,

: drs, Emms Sherp, Mrs. ﬂﬂr{]thj Singleton, ¥rs: Shirley 3imon, llirs. Begsie Slsde
(9 ura. Eﬁﬂrﬂ Smith, MWse Cors 3pence, Mra, Bmily Spvinner, Wiss Agnes §tromen,

! gre. Georgic Stewart, Mrs. Fesncis Stevens, Julisn Summers,|irs. Bdns Summers
¥i.bver 3tevens,lirgs. Pavline Jones Taylor, ﬁrs- Corrie Thompson, Miss Dorethy
Thompgon, Hrs. Irma Toles, + Arlene Turner, Millerd Turner, Edward C. Tyson
0linton sl ker, Mrs. Arleywe Walker, Mrs, Thelus Welker, Wiss Shirley West,
Jlifford West, Jr/ MNrs. Mary West, Willis Wnite, firs. Ernestine [fhite, ¥illis
J. Maite, Jr. #illiam White, Mrs* Msry Whited, Wrs. Bertie ¥illisms, Hrs. Wary
Jones #illisms, Felmore Wood, Mrs. lopise Uverbee Wood, Mrs. deanie Wright,
P8 4rs. Msrmuret ¥Wripht. dirs. Gertrude Wowtham, |iss Fgnnie Wright, Jackie Wright

The life of Poughkeepsie es a charterad City ineludes us, for in these J
| years all of these possessions have come to us. 32 burial pground in Arlington |
' gnd 8 churgh building in Ustherine street, owned snd g0ld. A honse and lot |
% gt 28 uUottape §%., Ghurch parsonape 8t 28 vottage St.m d & besutiful modern
' ahpepch building on {he corner of Smith snd Cottape Stree®s now owned free and
8 alrar of all inoumbrance by the colored people who meke Rourhleensie their

= nomé. Ve snogll be proud of these possessions and the history thst B atteched
o to them, brdnging beck remory of the loved ones who hsve pionecered the work

W cnd who continued r gn_the work s= long as they lived, snd in passin
_ Bae Sunm & dma 4ntg gternily lave I8 . -4

= jousfly prlud. Ciswi o- toe History attached to it recslling the suceession
;. of ministers who Ra¥™ served ns, and by their individosl traits an @ methods
i _the people of Pouphkeepsie have been sbundsatly tenefited. They have "not
. 0°ly made & building of brick sad plesster but = receord of the baptiging our
#. the marriage of our ¢hildren sad the turial of our dead. Zromd of the ﬂ
S tory whieh reeslls the nimes of men end women who hsave, during these long
yearg, served gl trusteeas, stevaerds and stewsrdegses. It indissted the
intelleect which they poscessed a:d the honor and esteen in which they were
held by their f- .low members, to be the product of their selection and suffrage
%0 such honored positions in the church. Proud to recell & never ending list
of members of the church, mem ers of the congregation and residents of the
eity who heve tekem the work of the church seriously and heve contribntcd
regularly or otherwise of theirgsevvices and means to the smpport of preachers,
~ the ruaning expense of the charch and help to the poor. Proud of the musie
. and entertainment yhich has tsken plaece during the past. The voecsl seleetims, .
akill upon instruments, elocution and readings have been a charm snd glori- -
fication of the talented of our rsce, such ass would fzil to te execaled with
— cumple'l?ﬂﬁz gatisfaction end continusnce anywhere but in our own racisl
group. Proud of the 3Sundsy School Sup's and feeulty who have osvered these
vears with sacrifice and devotion to the shildren of our copmunity, endeevorii

‘;ﬁttaafh them the bible and exemples of life from whdch they misht ghspe theiy
pture - ‘

i

e are in & new seneration. {6 have gome into possession of fuis hnritap'\

Mt % 'vhich has been hsnded down to us thru preceeding geperationg, A Charch, two i
% Larsonapes and mmuch land, representing a values of Zome $50,000.00s The 1

feitnful few who have survived ovpoaition snd eritisizm deserve moch credit

fo r}ltill nolding on to the ship of Zionsnd continuning to mske history te

Pass on to future generstions. In reviewing the activity _of the church todasy

e
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E h&rr mentinnaﬂ ags leaders of the
' g they sre the back bone.
2 for the sonvort

‘* n{: wuraﬁm

vari ches of zoife™

It ig the lot of weery Wember 3
snd maintenance of th {e- < 0 ==fton. fortune not $o

have huope endowments - left us depene B e T ‘IEI own large bloks
of reslestste from“whidh to draw i*mnml, ne I THe® we an Invested
espitsl in railroads, industrisls or pnllie utnitm from which to
receive periodic dividends. 3o it is up to us to martiasl omr resources
and gtrength for the benefit of the chubech to msintsin snd keep it to
the rlory of its bullider the late Rwev. Beanjanmin Judd, the doner the
late Hon. Wm/ W. mtqanﬂ thn hoaor snd eredit of ourselves.

Clarence Tunison Anderaom
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