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: ) Ca November 12th IBj? this church completed 100 years of its organization HRH;%
in Poughkespele; this fact de memtioned in the Mistory of Poughsee, sile by the
|
%“31- Platis, alsc Tty Hev, L, H. Tayler, an ex-pastor of this church and e aclastad

54 by the following public record; Vis KNOW ALL M&N BY THESE PRUSINTS that the
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male mewbers of the congregation that ststedly mest for devine worship at the
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i Lancaster Schocl House in the Village of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County in the

; State of New York pursuant to due notice given, did aeseuble at th: aforesaid

: echoel house on the 12th day of Nevewber 1837 for the purpeose of organizing i
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: thewselves under the tifle of the African iethodist Episcopal EGhurch of
I

Poughkeepsie aecording to provisiomns of &n act of the legislature of the State

. * of New York for such parpose wade and provided, whaoreupon the Rev. Willism H.
Biahqﬁ gaa called to act as chairman and William M. Dichason, John Taber and
Nathaniel Elout as insye ctors of the election, and John Cole was aprointed
fecretary. The weeting then resolved to crganize theuselves under the above
title and toc elect thres trustees who slhoild serve for one year or unt i1 others
be elected in their place. Whereupon at th- ballcting for that purpose the

:afﬂrﬂﬁgid inspectors declared that Ezekiel Pine, Uriah Boston and Peter Lee ware
ziected to serve as tﬁe first trustess of the African Methodist Eriscozal Church

*1n Poughkecpsie.
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GIVEN UNDER OUR EHANDS AND SEALS THTS 12TH DAY OF NOVEMEER 183%7.

William H. Bishop, Chairman

John A. Cole, Sgcretary

STATE OF WEW YORK
. DUTCHESS COHNTY

On the 12th day of Movember in ths year 1337 befcre me, David V. N,

Radeliffe, Supreaws Court Comsissioner and authorized to do the dutiss of a Judge
of the Court of Comuwon Pleas of said cuunty, personally appeared th: within nased
William H. Bishop and John A. Cole t© me known to ba the sase persons described
in and who executed ths within instrwment snd who severally ackuwwledyed the
execution of the sawe for the uses and purroses thersin mentioned, all which I
certify acecording teo the Statute.

Pavid V. ¥N. Madcliffe, Supreme Court Comuiseionear,

This was the beginning o our eaureh, and there are t!ose =till

living today who distinetly reumeubsr Mr. Uriash Soston ﬂﬁe of ths original
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-trustaal 3 this church whoo served on its board 100 years ago. He is described
as an old fashion ariatacfaﬁ with the bearin: and maner of the betier bred of
that yafiad.
The ¢ld Lancaster School hanaa‘ataod on the North side of Church Street ;
betWeen Market and Academy Sis,; it afterward becawe the Church Street publie
scnool and 1s now owned and cccupied by the Barmania Singing Scciety. TFarlier,
it has been learned, these citizens of Pougjkespsils worshiped with the congregation
of the Washington Street j[ M,¥, Church, at 14111 and Washington Ste, and upen

withdrawing themselves, org@nized thetf own scciety in the old Lanc ster Scheol
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house.

From public records avaidable it would seew that the old church eon
Catbarine street was bullt about 1840, because th: Dutchess County Clerk's r:cords
show that on July 3rd 1840 the Piret African fethodist Episcopal Church gave
ScleaonY. Frost = mortgage for 2450, arnd this mortgaze was eigied by Peter Les,
ons of the thres original trustees, as president 6f the Poard of trustees, and was
afterward assigued to Galus C, Purnap and was satisfied thereafter, and ths descrig-
tiomn of the land in the wortgage corrssponds with the description of the old chirch
property on the west side of Catharine Street and the woney thus raised by the worigage
Was undoubiadly used to tuild the old structure. The fact that the Catharine Strecy

small
Gh.urch was establl ished in 1840 is earved in ﬁﬂk?nuz tablet serving as apaper welght
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in the home of iles Grace Deyo. Alsoc a newspaper artizle written in April 1260
refars to the o0ld catiarine street ory nization which has existed for twenty years.
In those days 1\ was known as the property at Mansion Sgquare.

Thers is very little chronicled of what took place during the first
twanty Jears of existamce, but 1t is qilte certain that the church was very much
alive, and that tliere was harmony at times and also discontent. A division sceurred
in the congregaticn sometime i the 1850s when & certaln faction acc sed the
Chtharine St. org-nization of drivin_ them out of thsir property at dansion §q.

t9 a hired tenament on Main Street, so frow tlhat time on there were two aocleties
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3 of the church which was organized in the old Lancaster Shhool Hoise in 1837.
: The Main Street A, M. E, Zion Charch and ihe Catlarins St. A, M. F.Zion Churech.
4
E For awhile the Main St. Suelety appeard to have ths larger acabsrsiip and
congregatiions They alec made soms appeals to the public for financial asslatance
’ With some success., But when the Catharine St, organization with its swaller followigg
;L sought (o make public appeal, thay were bitterly attacked by the Vain St. bLretheren
: agcused of not representing any regular and religlicus organizatlon, but of holding
3 the property occupled by them by force, and not by law and right, thus being
ﬁ,r—__h_,unﬂarthy_uf.unyﬁuympﬁﬁhg.ur considaration of Christians aud ofe public aid, st o D
/ -
L In the early part o 1860 a bitter newspapsr debate cccurred between the two
' factlions, each representin. their plea to the public and alming rel:cmtlsss attack
‘I.ipﬂ-.. Lhﬁ GLhEI‘.
The following were the trustees of ths ilain Street A. . F.Zion Church
Jamgs lavis Abraham Bradford
Arngevine Deye Laonard Du Bols
Josegph Wright
Yhe following were the trustess of the Catharine St, group
ad Tsaac Deyo Abraham Bolin
Jaues Treadwell Etephen Smith
Thomas Gray
These fiie Christian PBretheren were contendéng for public sympathy in those days
of 1860.
Later a propesition ti brin, aboit a union of the twWo societies by the Catharine ]
|
o, “traal group was rejeeted bu th: officers of th= Main St. group. Ths populetion
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did not warraut the existance of two color:d churches and together they conld make |

& stronger appsal to thes public with t = idea of building = new church., Main Street . i
continued to carry on uwidil their nuubere dwindled down to such an extent that they

were coapelled to abanden thelr aizSt. abode and rejion with the Washington St. U.E

unt il vhey passed out of tha picture one by cns, 1T Lhink the last one retaining

her weswbership there, falthfully, died just a couple of ycars age in the person of

Many returned to Catharine Street, increasing the congregation, and they

received mueh recognition frow the publie and succeded in tha project of
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rebullding. The corner stone was laid iu 1360 while the Rev., Jacob Thouwas was



= __pastor.

7 With the Civil War cawe locdl enlistment of soldiers for the cause of

& .

. the Unlen. praft riots cccured right here in Poughkeepsie with bitter anniwcsity

direeted toward the colered population and their church. When a wmob threatened to

o burn it down, some of ite wale members, with the permission of Mayur Innis, patrnllét

q‘.-i ..

+  Catharine Street night and day for socmetiwme, with fire arws, prepared to g rntauq it-ﬂ

% with their lives. Aftsr the war was won a huge freedom rejoicing maating Was hefa 1-n~-
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"~ in the ghurch presided over Uiskaas *Jﬁ;fﬂ lbprespnbed uo opeakTrs JRISE Lemne U2
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