
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Publications for sale by Dutchess County Historical Society 

 Bringing you the best in local history. To order, please call: 845.471.1630 (Tuesday, 

Thursday 12-5pm; Wednesday, Friday 10-3pm) 
 

Portraits of Dutchess County (1680-1807) and 19th Century Art in Dutchess 
County by S. Velma Pugsley (6x9 inches,44 pages and 47 pages - pamphlets) Published 1976. Two 
volume compilation of colonial and 19th century paintings relating to Dutchess County. Includes well 
known artists (Stuart, Copley, West, Durand, Morse, Jarvis, Ammi Phillips) as well as unpublicized ex- 
amples by lesser known artists in private collections. Black and white photos of each painting with brief 
biographies of artists and their subjects. $8 each. 

 
 

Taconic Pathways: Through Beek- 
man, Union Vale, LaGrange, Washing- 
ton, and Stanford by Joyce Ghee and Joan 
Spence (6.5x9.2 inches, 128 pages - paperback) 
Published 2000 by Arcadia. Photographic history 
exploring 5 central Dutchess County communities 
and their relationship to the nearby Taconic State 
Parkway - once a scenic recreational roadway 
now also a commuter highway. $18.99 plus 
8.125% sales tax. 

 

 
FDR at Home edited by Nancy Fogel (6x9 
inches, 205 pages - paperback) Published 2005 
by DCHS. Features in-depth studies of FDR’s first 
foray in politics, his lifelong pursuit of local history, 
his plans for the first presidential library, and per- 
sonal recollections of the man in his element. Six 
decades after his death, this book records with 
wit and clarity FDR’s abiding love for Dutchess 
County. $20. 

Harlem Valley Pathways: Through 
Pawling, Dover, Amenia, North East, 
and Pine Plains by Joyce Ghee and Joan 
Spence (6.5x9.2 inches, 126 pages - paperback) 
Published 1998 by Arcadia. An impressive and 
unprecedented collection of archival images from 
5 towns in the Harlem Valley tracing the growth 
and development of this region separated from 
the rest of Dutchess County by mountainous ridg- 
es.  $16.99 plus 8.125% sales tax. 

 
Hollow Oak Chronicles: The Van Vliets 
of Dutchess County edited by Nancy Fogel 
(6x9 inches, 136 pages - paperback) Published 
2005 by DCHS. Follows one Dutchess County 
family across 300 years using a rich archive of let- 
ters, diaries, photographs, and maps. In 7 compel- 
ling essays, the Van Vliet family is vividly brought 
to life - including Helena, who as a young nurse 
journeys to China during the Chinese Civil War; 
and Henry and Hannah, whose love is a story of 
unwavering devotion. $15. 

 

Transformations of an American 
County (8.5x11 inches, 239 pages - paper- 
back) Published 1986 by DCHS. Collection of 
papers read at a local history conference cele- 
brating Dutchess County’s 300th anniversary. 
Includes 25 papers from historians, genealo- 
gists, educators, activists, and scholars on a 
variety of topics in the fields of political, social, 
economic, and cultural history. $20. 

 
Poetry in Dutchess County edited by 
Holly Wahlberg (6x9 inches, 203 pages - pa- 
perback) Published 2008 by DCHS. Evokes an 
era when poetry held a surprisingly central place 
in everyday American life. Includes poems in- 
spired by Dutchess County or written by county 
residents along with poet biographies and illustra- 
tions. $15. 

 

 
 

 
East Fishkill by Malcolm J. Mills (6.5x9.2 
inches, 128 pages - paperback) Published 2006 
by Arcadia. Photographic history offering a unique 
glimpse of East Fishkill before suburban devel- 
opment. Contains vintage photos from the East 
Fishkill Historical Society, Town Hall archive and 
personal collections of many residents. $19.99 
plus 8.125% sales tax. 

 

An American Treasure: The Hudson 
River Valley Photographs by Ted Spiegel, 
text by Jeffrey Simpson. (8.5x11 inches, 136 
pages with pullout map - paperback) Published 
1986 by Historic Hudson Valley. Fans of superb 
local photography will not want to miss this 
book filled with 139 full color annotated pho- 
tos of the Hudson Valley’s historic places and 
natural splendor. Includes images of New York 
City’s harbor, Sleepy Hollow Country, the Hud- 
son Highlands, the Great Estates Region, The 
Capital District and Saratoga, and the North 
Country. $20. 

Reflections on  a  River edited  by  Holly 
Wahlberg (6x9 inches, 244 pages -  paperback) 
Published 2009 by DCHS.  Collection  of 12 es- 
says exploring the Hudson River’s role in shaping 
the history of Dutchess County. Topics include the 
river’s influence on  art,  architecture, landscape 
design, education, commerce, tourism, mapmak- 
ing, fishing,  engineering, sports, land use, and 
community development. $15. 

 
In Their Own Words: Telling Dutchess 
County History edited by Holly Wahlberg 
(6x9 inches, 213 pages - paperback) Published 
2010 by DCHS. 16 oral histories and first person 
narratives vividly sharing history as experienced 
by actual participants. Fascinating accounts of 
the Civil War, Vassar’s first graduating classes, 
ice yachting, great estate life, early medical care, 
Black history, the Poughkeepsie RR Bridge, news- 
paper reporting, retailing, ethnic baking, guarding 
the Roosevelts, meeting John Burroughs, work- 
ing with Andy Warhol, and more. $15 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The  Role  of  Dutchess  County  During 
the American Revolution by Beatrice Fredrik- 
sen (5.5x8.5 inches, 60 pages - pamphlet) Published 
1976. Overview of the role of Dutchess County in the 
American Revolution. Includes brief biographies of 
patriot notables and information on Revolutionary War 
historic sites surviving in Dutchess County. Bibliogra- 
phy and photos. $5. 

 
The Rombout Patent by Henry Cassidy (6x9 

From   English   Colony   to   Sovereign 
State edited by Emily Johnson  (6x9 inches, 88 
pages - pamphlet) Published 1983. Essays on the 
American Revolution in Dutchess County including 
work by Columbia University professor Richard Mor- 
ris, Vassar professor Jonathan Clark and East Fish- 
kill historian Charlotte Cunningham Finkle. Includes 
ilustrations and maps. $10. 

Catharyna Brett: Portrait of a Colo- 
nial Businesswoman by Henry Cassidy 
(7x9.75 inches, 144 pages - pamphlet) Pub- 
lished 1992 by DCHS. Biography of the leg- 
endary “Madam Brett”      (1687-1764) - wife, 
mother,  and  pioneer  entrepreneur  who  rose 
to the challenge of life in a colonial Dutchess 
County wilderness with remarkable skill and 
success. $15. 

inches, 16 pages - pamphlet) Published 1985 by 
DCHS. Story of how Francis Rombout and Gulian 
VerPlanck acquired from the Wappingers Indians and 
the British government 85,000 acres east of the Hud- 
son between New York and Albany in 1685. The Rom- 
bout Patent included what is now the City of Beacon, 
the towns of Fishkill, E. Fishkill and Wappinger, some 
of LaGrange and a small portion of Poughkeepsie. In- 
cludes biographies of Rombout and VerPlanck, pho- 
tos and transcriptions of colonial era documents. $8. 

 
New Perspectives on Poughkeepsie’s Past (6x9 inches, 189 
pages - paperback) Published 1988 by DCHS. Collection of 7 papers by mod- 
ern scholars exploring areas not addressed in Edmund Platt’s 1905 history of 
Poughkeepsie. Topics include architectural styles, black history, the history of 
Poughkeepsie Catholicism, neighborhood development, and urban renewal. 
$15. 

 
History  of  Poughkeepsie  (1683-1905) 
by Edmund Platt (8.5x11 inches, 328 pages - hard 
cover) Published 1987 by DCHS, facsimilie of origi- 
nal 1905 edition. Chronological history of Pough- 
keepsie from its founding to 1905. Includes index, 
biographies, photos. Still the most significant  and 
comprehensive text for those interested in Pough- 
keepsie’s history. $35. 

 

 
Vassar College by Maryann Bruno and Elizabeth 
Daniels (6.5x9.2 inches, 128 pages - paperback) 
Published 2001 by Arcadia. Photographic history of 
Vassar College prepared by Vassar graduates Mary- 
ann Bruno (Associate Director of College Relations) 
and Elizabeth A. Daniels (Vassar Historian and re- 
tired Vassar professor and dean). Includes over 200 
photos depicting Vassar’s fascinating growth and 
change since its founding in 1861. $19.99 plus 
8.125% sales tax. 

 
 
Sects, Schisms, and Dissent edited by Roger 
Donway 191 Pages. Published 2012 by DCHS. The 
split in the Dutch Reform Church.  Dutchess 
Quakers Sicksite separation.  The evolution of 
Poughkeepsie Jewish community.  Impact of 
American Catholic Parochial education.  Articles on 
the farming life. $20 
 
 

18th Century Documents of the Nine Partners Patent com- 
piled by Clifford Buck and William McDermott (6x9.25 inches, 735 pages - hard 
cover) Published 1979 by DCHS. Contains actual transcriptions of Proceedings 
of the Nine Partners (1730-1749), Minutes of Annual Town Meetings (1798- 
1802), Manumissions of Slaves (1791-1817) and 1801 Tax List. Also contains 
summaries (but not transcriptions) of over 2,200 deed, mortgage and estate 
documents. Name and town indexes included. (The Nine Partners Patent in- 
cluded Amenia, Clinton, Hyde Park, Pleasant Valley, Stanford, Washington and 
part of North East.) $45. 
 
Marriages and Deaths (1778-1825) edited and compiled by Helen 
Wilkinson Reynolds (6.25x9.25, 140 pages - hard cover) Published 1982 by 
DCHS. Contains marriage and death listings published in newspapers printed 
at Poughkeepsie from 1778 to 1825. Volume originally printed in 1930. $20. 
 
Dutchess Community College: The 50th 
Anniverary edited by Keith O’Neill (6x9 inches, 
135 pages - paperback) Published 2007 by DCHS. 
Special edition of the DCHS year book commemo- 
rating the 50th anniversary of Dutchess Community 
College. 12 essays exploring the founding, growth 
and people of the DCC campus community. $15. 

 
DCHS Year Books 
Published annually since 1914 by Dutchess County 
Historical Society. Each volume contains multiple 
essays on local history topics. Original issues of most year books are available 
at $15 each. Subject Index for volumes 1-85 (1914-2005) is available for $10. 
Complete set of year books in print is available for $1,305. 

 
Vassar: The Remarkable Growth of a Man and his College by 
Edward R. Linner, edited by Elizabeth A. Daniels (6.5x9.2 inches, 210 pages 
- hard cover) Published in 1984 by Vassar College. Vassar Professor Edward 
Linner explores the story of the founding of the grand educational experiment 
called Vassar College. $15. 

 
Our Outdoor Heritage edited by Roger Donway.  
244 Pages.  Published 2011 by Dutchess County 
Historical Society. The essays have an emphasis on 
Hudson Valley outdoor environment.  Innis Free 
Garden, golf in Dutchess County, fox hunting, 
Blithewood, Sandanona, and Peach Hill.   Famous 
local people Charles Warner 19th Century cabinet 
maker William Woodworth inventor of a planing 
machine. $15 
 

 
 

 
   
 


