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Nicholas Ern;3'h House 171/o Oldest house in 'Town ot Union Vale 
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Note: Above picture ·taken in 1940 (July) and repr int ed . in 1~·q2. 
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Stone house built by Nicholas Emigh in ~740 

This house is near the Clove Springs, in Clove Valley, . 
Dutchess Connty, New York. Date-Stone which fell out ·:. ·· 
of left chimney was replaced in -chimney when house was ·· · 
remodelled. Mrs. Ralph .M. Emigh in picture. · Picture - · 
takeri by Ralph .M. Emigh---7th Generation descendant 
of Nicholas Emigh. 
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Clove Valley, which runs north and south, derives its name from the cleft, or clove, in the 
mpuntains at its northern end. A pastoral valley about six miles long and one mile wide . it is Y/t:J 
fl~ed on each side by ridges that rise to 1000 feet. On the Emigh homestead fs the famous ~ 
c rpve spr in g, a natural wellspring of p-µre water some seventy-five feet across. Undoubtedly the ' 
SJiing was a major reason for the ear ly settlement here by the Emigh family and their neighbors. 16 

fi t In 1740 Nicholas built a stone house in the Clove. The date, 1740, and the init ials, N.E.,are 
oq:·the chimney. In 1930 the then owner of the house, William Coe, told researcher Zabriskie that, 
acS;ording to tradition, Nicholas lived in a log house for some years before building the stone 
hq'pse. 17 This is highly probable as the first priority would have been immediate shelter made from 

\ 0 "1 re·j dily availab le material. In 1989 the D~tchess County Historical Society made a pilgrimage to 
/ fJ ,// U:nionvale_.__the town that contains the Clove, and reported that the Emigh house, as restored by 
vAVV P4.ter Kru lewitch, " .. .is a very pleasant, livable old house. "18 Jt is a story and a half, well preserved , 

81\~ outwardly little changed, although the interior has been considerably remodelle d. Lath and 
pli{ster now covers the massive nine by twelve beams, exposed in Nicholas's day . The original 
flj r s of eighteen ihch wide hand hewn oak planks still remain. 19 

•::_ Ch ildren of Johann Nicolaus and Anna Catharina Emigh, the first child born in New York 
City, the rest in Dutchess County: · 

J~: • • . 20 2 ~:' Ph1hp .. . ... . . . ... . ...... . ........ . ... .. .. . . . ....... b. ca . 1711 · 

•' •; 

Anna Marie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b. 22 Apr, bap. 26 Apr 171521 

Johannes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . bap. 22 Apr 171722 

Wit: Johannes Lammertsz and Anna -Marie Tupil 
Laurence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b. 6 Feb, hap. 7 Feb 171923 

Johann Nicolaus, Jr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b. 30 Nov 1720, bap. 19 Feb 172l24 

Henrick .. .. . .. ..... . . . ... . ...... ; ....... .. .. . ... bap. 29 Jul 172225 

Wit: Hendrick Oel and Margriet Teeter 
Eva . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . b. ca. 1723, conf. 174026 

Hans -Jury . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . bap . 2 Apr 172727 

Wit: Jury Ek kert and Anna -Orsel Wykman 
Catharina .. . . . .. . .. . .... . . . . . .. . . . ...... b. 26 Ju l, bap. 21 Sep 172928 

163 



- 2 -

Philip (29), Anna Maria (25) , Johannes (22), Lawrence (21) , 
Johan 2nd (20) Hendrick (18) ,- Eva (15), Hans Jury (13) and 
Catherine (11). The,~ two older children r Philip and Anna Maria 
are married but living nearby . Thus the father and a~d mother 
and seven of their children are potential inhabitants of the 
1740 stone house. Of these sev~n children, six would marry 
·within': the next few years : ·Lawrence (1742) , Johannes (1743), 
Eva (1743) and Johan :.2nd , Hendrick, and Hans ,Jury by the middle 
of ~he 1740s . Only Catherine's history is unknown-- but she 
probably married at about age 20 in 1749! 

Now, the foregoing are facts, but some conjecture can be 
entertained. There is no r eason to believe that all hands moved 
into the . stone house. The log huts they lived in since 1728 
were well built- - Johan was experienced as he had built his first 

· hut in East Camp and his second in the Wurte nburg area east of 
_Rhinebeck . There simply wasn't enough room in the sleeping 
quarters of the stone house . Thusly ·, it seems most probable that 
the older boys kept living (until they marri ed) in the family 
house they had known before the stone house . · 

Now, concerning the building of the stone house . There is 
no reason to believe that it was built by slaves. Most of the · 
Emigh families living in the Clove did not have slaves . Several 
had one or two . One had .three. Ther e is no positive record that 
Johan had any, but it is likely that several slaves were used to 
assist Johan's five boys who were between the ages of 22 and 13 
at ~he time the stone hcuse was built. As to the probability 
that the structure · in :front ·o:r the stone house "exactl y eight 
feet distant with doors opposite" was a slave house as reported 
in The History of ·nutchess County, Hasbrouck, page 460) the chances 

7 are close to nil. Rather than being a slave house, it is much 
more reasonable to consider that it was a shelter for a well 
and a provision house. It is not · unreasonable to even consider 
that it was a separate kitchen. ·rt was common practice to have 
kitchens in a separate structure to avoid the smoke and smells. 
The report that this structure had no windows would appear to 
enhance the probability that the building was a utility house of 
some sort. 

Now, who built the stone house? There were experienced stone 
masons among the Palatinesliving in the Rhinebeck area known to 
Johan. The first stone house was built as early at 1709 for the 
Traphagen family (it was torn down in 1882) in pres~nt day downtown 
Rhinebeck. And Judge Beekman had a number of experienced carpenters 
and millrights working in the Rhinebeck area . Remember that 
Johan lived in the Rhinebeck area for 16 years just prior to moving 
to the Clove. All his children, except the youngeqt (Catherine), 

·were born near Rhinebeck. 
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rJi,. ro;HI, n-11d rrn,h,·,l hy-tt-l+H·~-~-..,.,+--<i+i,·ny;:;· {:..,..P,,..,1--/-,,...-r-m-f+tH-j. :-<:..:!11.',,., 
.Emi1;J1, cr,.Jitt.:i ...ui:.h....lu.i.iri~.u t 'w Gr,t ,.-hi:,· ,-,·ttl,,.r-+1+· Dutchc:_;-<;,,111+M"

: (<t•;...IJ, oh"•>II), j~ .,h.-,,---.:ft"<J-i.tt•c! ct::!. 1t:n·rrr~1rc-rr- t!rc-frrsr,;rt1i('i'' "1ff ('l<}·\o;, 

½lley. The cl:1:c of 11i;. rrnnin~ i, not known, hut it is kno\\'n th:it he :i:·s: 
huilt an<l orcupi::d a io~ cabin and in the year I HO built this commodiou~ 
house. T h~ date 17-:0 appe:ir~ on t!1c ~outh chimney. It is :i story-:ind-:i-l1:1lf 
stone structure, wdl preserved aml out\rnn lly little i:h:rngcd, though there 
is a clapboard a<l<!ition 011 its south rnd. The doors :111d much of the interior 
trim and h:1.rd11·:i,c are, however, of l:ncr <late. Lath :ind phster \\'all~ co1·c·r 
tlic massive 9 x 12 inch he:ims, wliich in Emig-h's day were exposed. The 
firepbces h:ive bn·n c!oscd 1\'ith brick :ind mortar. The Roors, trod h1• r:i,'.v 
pioneers and p~imitive Indi ans, :ire the original I $-inch oak phnk; hew~ 
and trimmed from primcv:il tree, :md fa,tcned to the beams \\'ith h.~,-,d
wrought nails. l Emigh built this house with cn<luring Dutch thorou~:1ne,s .; 

The foundation of the \\'il1CO\\'less ·shvc q11:utcrs, :in s X 10 ft. build in~. 
can still .be traced S ft. from the rn;!in house and opposite the c:ist door. The 
Coe family, who se descendants now occupy the white frame farm house (R) 
next beyond the Emigh hou,e and O\\'n the farm 11pon \l'hich it stands, was 
associated with Emigh in building the house and in clearing :ind dewlopin 6 
the land . 

Some 600 ft. 1Y. of ~he old Emigh '.10u,c, is CLOVE SPRING, disch:irg
ing seve ral hundred gallons of water a minute. The spring was :>._ factor :r. 
influencing the early settlement of Clol'e Valley. 

At 12 m. is the junction \\'ith a rn:icadarn ro:id. 

Right on macadam road is the entrance of the CLOVE VALLEY 
ROD AND GU:\' CLVB, .25 m. (pr iv ate). It is lor.ated on t!1e W. ~ioe 
of the valley and contro h an area of 5,000 acres of wood!:ind and 
1ne:1do,v. In its ;?viarics 5,000 ducks ~nd 7,000 phr.a~ants arc lnnu:iliy 
reared and liberated. A pond upon t!-iis property is restocked each ye:tr 
with 9,000 trout. The club membersh;p i~ limited to 55. 

The CHRISTIE .HOMESTEAD, 12.5 m. (R), a stone hou,e built in 
1747, is typic:il of the period . The hou,e h:is hecn modernized an<l ~hin~1e2; 
the hand-hewn ceiEng beam, :ind the fircpl:icc, remain unchanged. 

At 13.] m. is junction with a <lirt road . 
Right on dirt road, the second hou se, .6 m . (R), is the hnrne of the l~te 
J~AN '",EBSTER ; author. of DADDY LONG LEGS, :ind tl,:e 
PATTY BOOKS. She was born in Bi11gh~mton, ~- Y. in 1S;6 , !:rad11ate<l 
from Vassar College in 1901, and dice in 1916, shortly after her marriage. 
The house , Joc:illy kno\\•n ::is the Skidmore hornestc;id, is :in ou!~t:1ndin::; 
example of rarly 19th ce11tury Colnnial. It is painted wh ite , and is svr~ 
rounded hy spacious bwm an,! form:il n,,wer g:ir,lens. A rt'<I !,rick wall 
Reparatc~ the r:-?wns and g:inltn~ from the highw :i_v. 

At J.1..9 m. i~ the furnace (R) of tht" ah:1ndone<I Sterlin~ l\fi,H's, it:- hi~h 
stack a monument to p:tst pro~pcrity. In I S3 I E lisha Stt'rling huilt :t char
coal furnace here for the srnclting; of hematite or<', w!iirh lie mined in the 
nearby hills. The furn:icc rro,pcrcJ for ~cvcral years, but \\':lS /:na:I:,-
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BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

(,1'._ .. 1,0,- "'.s 

:'.'

0

t NYS OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION 
f • & HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
~ ! DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

UNIQUE SITE NO. _____ _ 

QUAD __ ~--,,-'-------
SERfES _________ _ 

NEG. NO. ~ N€WYOR~SlAH i (518) 474-0479 

'l-53 

YOUR ADDRESS: __ _ 

ORGANIZATION (if any):_ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * ¥ 

8. BUILDINC 
MATERIAL 

'!. STRUCTURAL 
SYSTEM: 

(if kncwn) 

10. CONDITION: 
11. INTEGRITY 

a. clapboard 0 
e. cobblestone 0 

b. stone ~ c. brick 0 
f. shingles ~ g. stucco 0 

\11)0'0"1) (Z.a-Of·,i-$ (i--

a. wood frame with interlocking joints 0 
b. wood frame with light members 0 
c. masonry load bearing walls_g 

d. board and batten 0 
other: _____ _ 

d. metal (explain)~------------------
e. other-:----~~--------------~-

a. excellent S b. good O c. fair O d. detenorated O &fl;.\&,. lq g7 
a. original site 15( b. moved O rf so,when' 'l -~ ~-a>~~ 
cv·· list major alterations and dates (if known): i:::; • / I 

,II\ l-1'1tt> -t'-lftrb 5c,o-J'G~ ·--~_ v..,,·'---,'✓0,w0s _/ 
. ld'<E ID - : • .' 

..BAri7lCe; t
~ :·. · · ·. , 1

f'j ( ( 
" c'G1' 1 -t :.+ t,.,fv\1,(_, + \ 

13. MAP: +-~~Zi I 

~·tc;, l,.),') s 
,,y 

S (.A-1\f(c.t-O 

T'f-~e:c, 

·· I (:il,,o,f) 
5 l-J-f;',; 1700,;:;<,, '6 • ~ \_ ''>. .. '. 

'~ / ,' ( ' 
r-< ' ' C. 'SHE-{> ' \."', , \ \., : 
1 ~ :4"'! :., 1 \' 
\ / f .:~~-.1::. r-;; w. M L/4k-l~_} t\,,, 

•• L-"-c,'i' <C/..C,'~<"·4~(2-~' ,/.._ -~=----); 
'=:,(Di~+ r ~, '----N+w F' 
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b. zoning cg. c. roads D 
e. deterioration D 

14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known 0 
4tll. Ol'tN 'r)4-l."t) ~ d. developers g 

f. other: __________________ _ 

15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: 
a. barn D b. carriage house D c. garage D 
d. privy D e. shed J:& · f. greenhouse D 
g. shop D h. gardens D 
i. landscape features· ----~----------
j. other: sw~ (!"~ h rJ N; S:WA'.M 17 ::p, 

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (check more than one if necessary): 
a. open land ~ b. woodland D 
c. scattered buildings i)W 
d. densely built•up D . e. commercial D 
f. industria~SJ '-cg. residential 18 

· h.other: ~¢,J.u.,-Ct.y,t,-€ :iF 
. . ., . . . . ~ l)h"e-1 '!U-1);:: <€,w.:) c:,u,\-{3. 

· 17. ·1NTfRRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS: 
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district) 

•'.' 

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known): 

SIGNIFICANCE 111l 
19. · DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTIONipr_L_(_'1_ab _____________ _ 

ARCHITECT: _l~L=N_._I<.=.,_. ---------'----,-----'---------

BUILDER: L(,~I( • 

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: 

l V1&. t-M-yl- i\).---(. 1.),\.1-L-t 

22. THEME: 
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FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM 

,_,,.,.t~1,u1v ,,,~ , 

:'.\, NYS OFFICE OF PARKS; RECREATION 
ff • & HISTORIC PRESERVATION · 
~ ! DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
; NCW>OflKSfA!E i (518) 474-0479 

UNIQUE SITE NO. _____ _ 
QUAD __________ _ 

SERIES _________ _ 

NEG. NO. 

YOUR NAME: _ __c_5 __ t{,l)"-'-t'I_.A-M'rf___c_c_'-=--'\.J"--'-. _,>.A~Au..,.._ii,._..'_ DA TE: -"~_,.1,,..Ml;"""--'-'l ti:ug,_7,___ 

YOUR ADDRESS: ___ _ 
Po'k, NttY,, 12602 

ORGANIZATION (if any):_ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
IDENTIFICATION 
I. BUILDING NAME(S) ~Mi&tl :'t:AM'L~ f$:E&WJl7 
2. COUNTY 1)1,1,-(U{cµ: TOWN/CITY lU'ilMVMR VILLAGE: _,,i..\.A,.__ __ _ 
3. STREET LOCATION \)ut- Cli• tr,,k '3 [IJJf('f 'jl),t) ~ ~z. M• S OlA"ttl

06'f: .M.AG/c:...tz-t>. 
4. OWNERSHIP: a.yublic • b. pnvate ~ 
5. PRESENT OWNER l'l.pejh'l, KIWLt'.b/ii01 ADDRESS MO(C,k.. iZ.Qk-1) 
6. USE Original ~f-(£::{!,"t) l'Af"\lL¼ Present: ~5.,,,..,~~~-------
7. ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road: Yes • No~ 

Interior accessible: Explain __________ _ 
DESCRIPTION 
8. BUILDING a. clapboard • 

MATERIAL:~ e. cobblestone • 
b. stone D c. brick D 

g. stucco D 
d. board and· batten D 
other: 

<J. STRUCTURAL 
SYSTEM 

(if kno.vn) 

10. CONDITION: 
11. INTEGRITY: 

f. shingles D ------

~/'c a. wood frame with interlocking joints D 
b. wood frame with light members D 
c. masonry load bearing walls D 
d. metal (explain)-------------------
e. other _____________________ _ 

a. excellent D b. good D c. fair D d. deteriorated D j' Ut"a.~~~j 
a. original site ~ b. moved D if so,when' V,~,c..e ~, 
c. list major alterations and dates (if known): 

t'1 'i~- 1isi 

13. MAP: 

,, " 
- /411,cA tr- fa·HE-0 

DN lf'lb 1,.1,p 

w,;. Co •. : 
-- fk,4 'l · 
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14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known O b. zoning Di( c. roads 0 
d. developers ~ e. deterioration D 
f. other: \JJV@AV-, 

I 5. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: 
a. barn D b. carriage house D c. garage 0 

• d. privy O e. shed O · · f. greenhouse 0 
g, shop D h. gardens 0 
i. landscape features: _________________ _ 
j. other: _____________________ _ 

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (check more than one if necessary): 
a. open land D b. woodland D 
c. scattered buildings CR 
d. densely built-up O e. commercial D 
f. industrial D g. residential 1:8' 
h.other: ~--------~------------

17. INTERRELATJON,SHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS: 
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district) 

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE (including interior features if known): 

1:/WNttM; --:;f..Nf:.o: ~"'(.4-e-r uJ/ S-Cul~~ .. g'v...,-8'\J-ln..4'e.N-cJ~ 
SIGNIFICANCE 
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION:_:1.-_li_:_()1) ______________ _ 

ARCHITECT: 

BUILDER tt.-\\6,+( f ~11.~ 

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: 

Old Gravestones of Dutchess County 

EMIGH GROUND 

CLASSIFICATION: Family ground, 
LOCATION: At North Clove, opposite the Methodist Church on the farm of 

WilJiam V. Coe, 
CONDITION: 

INSCRIPTIONS: 

REMARKS: 

Surrounded by a ruined stone wall; the ground rough and uneven, 
grown with some trees and saplings; manY stones broken and 
fallen; some field stone markers are uninscribed, 
11 in number. Copied September 8, 1914, by J. W. Poucher, M. 
D., Miss Helen Van Kleeck and Miss Helen W. Reynolds. 
Emigh ground. Some removals have been made from it to thci
Clove Cemetery. The Emighs were among the first white settlers. 
in the Clove Kil valley. The founder of the family was Nicholu 
Emigh, the first white man to settle at the mouth of the Fish KilJ. 

1. Abel, Sarah, w. of William, d. 1831, Sep. 7, a. 68 y. 1 m. 
2. Abel, Wiliiam, d. 1828, Apr. 22, a. 76 y. 4 m. 
3. (Clements), Emeline Jane, dau. of (Cornelius) & (Judith), d. 1828, June 17, a. 

1 y. 2 m. 
4. Dennis, John, d. 1811, Jan. 16, a. 46-8-10. 
5. Dennis, Nathan, d. 1817, Oct. 12, a. 81 y. 
6. Emigh, George L., d. 1807, May 3, a. 46-5-4. 
7. Emigh, Mary, w. of George L., d. 1793, June 16, a. 31 y. 
S. Emigh, Sarah, dau,·of George L. & Mary, d. 1793, June 22, a. 8 y. 
9. Smith, Julia M., dau. of Remus & Rebecca J., d. 1838, Mar. 26, a. 8-7-22. 

10. Thayer, Elizur, s. of George W. & Caroline, d. 1838, Mar. 30, a. 2 y. 4 d. 
ll. Warner, Charles,R., s. of Elijah & Betsey, d. 1833, A:pr. 28, a. 4 y. 8 m. 
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