Year Book
Dutchess County Historical Society
1919

WILLIAM P. ADAMS
President, 1920

OFFICERS, 1920
PRESIDENT
William P. Adams, Red Hook
SECRETARY
John C. Sickley, Poughkeepsie
TREASURER
Irving D. LeRoy, Pleasant Valley
CURATOR
Henry Booth, Poughkeepsie
TRUSTEES
William P. Adams, ex-officio Irving D. LeRoy
Henry Booth
J. Wilson Poucher
Tracy Dows
John C. Sickley
Mrs. John R. Kaley
George S. Van Vliet
VICE-PRESIDENTS
Maj. Joel E. Spingarn
Town of
Benjamin Hammond
Hon. Samuel K. Phillips
City of
Jacob Brill
Town of
George S. Van Vliet
John A. Hanna
William E. Ver Planck
Hon. Thomas Newbold
Joseph H. Van Wyck
David Demsey
John P. Fulton
J. Adams Brown
Everett P. Wheeler
Dr. Johannes W. Poucher
City of
William S. Massonneau
Town of
Douglas Merritt
Wilson Carpenter
Irving Grinnell
Silas Wodell
Charles S. Wilber
3

Amenia
Fishkill
Beacon
Beekman
Clinton
Dover
East Fishkill
Hyde Park
LaGrange
North East
Milan
Pleasant Valley
Poughkeepsie
Poughkeepsie
Red Hook
Rhinebeck
Stanford
Wappingers
Washington
Pine Plains
Pawling

Annual meeting, fourth Thursday in April.
Semi-Annual meeting, first Thursday in October.
MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Society may be had by the payment of the entrance fee, the annual dues, and the election of the applicant by the Executive Committee.
$2.00
Entrance fee
1.00
Annual dues
Life membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . 25.00
These payments carry with them the right to hold
office, to vote and to take part in the proceedings of the
Society.
Annual dues are payable on January 1st of each year.

FORM OF BEQUEST
I give and bequeath to the
DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Dollars

4

Annual Meeting
April

24, 1919

The annual meeting of the Society was held at Vassar
Institute, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., on Thursday, April 24,
1919 at 10.30 A. M.
Present, Pres. Magill, Sec'y. Sickley, Treas. LeRoy,
Miss Avery, Mrs. de Laporte, Doctor LeRoy, Miss Malven,
Messrs. Mylod, Devine, Cotter, Lyall, Hart, Plass, Peters
and Baldwin.
The secretary read a number of communications from
members and from Vice-Presidents which were ordered
placed on file.
The secretary presented a request from the Historical
Society of Newburgh Bay and the Highlands that the
Dutchess county society make the next pilgrimage in
Orange county.
After some discussion it was decided to take the usual
pilgrimage somewhere in Dutchess county and invite the
Orange county society to join, leaving the matter of a pilgrimage to Orange county to be arranged by the Orange
county society.
Mrs. deLaporte presented the matter of investigating
a certain cemetery near Rhinebeck with a view of ascertaining if certain noted persons were there interred. On
motion, Mrs. deLaporte, Wm. P. Adams and William
Massonneau were appointed a committee to report on the
matter.
On motion of Mr. Mylod the following were elected
trustees, H. N. W. Magill, John C. Sickley, Henry Booth,
Tracy Dows, Irving D. LeRoy, George S. Van Vliet.
On motion of Dr. Cotter, H. N. W. Magill was elected
President, John C. Sickley, Secretary; Irving D. LeRoy,
Treasurer; Henry Booth, Curator.
On motion of Prof. Baldwin, the trustees were authorized to arrange for a pilgrimage.
The secretary presented a communication from Dr.
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James Sullivan, State Historian, relative to an act passed
by the Legislature, providing for the appointment of town
and city historians, and suggesting that the society recommend suitable persons for the office. The matter was
referred to the trustees on motion of Prof. Baldwin.
The following persons were elected Vice-Presidents
for the various towns.
Amenia—J. E. Spingarn
Beacon—Benjamin Hammond
Clinton—Lewis H. Allen
Dover—Arthur T. Benson
East Fishkill—John Rapelje
Fishkill—John R. Dugan
Hyde Park—Thomas Newbold
Lagrange—Joseph H. Van Wyck
Milan—John P. Fulton
North East—David Dempsey
Pawling—Phebe Post
Pine Plains—Charles S. Wilber
Pleasant Valley—J. Adams Brown
Poughkeepsie Town—Everett P. Wheeler
Poughkeepsie City—Alfred H. Peters
Red Hook—Wm. P. Adams
Rhinebeck—Douglas Merritt
Wappingers—E. Lyman Brown
Washington—Silas Wodell
The By-Laws as recommended by the committee appointed to make changes were presented: Miss Avery
presented the following as an amendment to paragraph
two, under trustees: At the annual meeting of April,
1919, seven trustees shall be elected, who shall divide
themselves into three classes; one class of two trustees to
hold office for one year, the second class of two trustees to
hold office for two years, and the third class of three trustees to hold office for three years. At each annual meeting thereafter, trustees shall be chosen to fill the place of
chose whose terms will then expire and the terms of office
of the trustees so chosen shall be for three years.
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After the election of the trustees, the Society shall
from the trustees so elected, elect a President, a Secretary, a Treasurer and a Curator.
The By-Laws were then adopted as a whole, and a
printed copy of the By-Laws is annexed to these minutes.
John C. Sickley,
Secretary.

Semi-Annual Meeting
October 2, 1919
The semi-annual meeting of the Society was held at
the Mesier Homestead, Wappingers Falls, N. Y., on
Thursday, Oct. 2d, 1919 at 2.30 P. M.
Present, Pres. Magill, Sec'y Sickley, Curator Booth,
Treas. LeRoy and about sixty members.
Rev. G. A. Cunningham of Wappingers Falls made a
short address welcoming the members to Wappingers.
On motion of Mr. Verplanck, the matter of renting a
safe-deposit for the Society was referred to the President.
Secretary and Treasurer, with power.
Mr. W. E. Verplanck was then introduced by President Magill and read a very interesting paper on the
Rombout Patent.
This was followed by a discussion in which Messrs.
Wheeler, Frissell, Poucher, Goring and Mrs. Minard took
part.
Mr. Verplanck then read a description of the Mesier
Homestead, from an article he had contributed to the
New England Magazine in March, 1895, entitled "Old
Dutch Houses on the Hudson River."
A vote of thanks to Rev. Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Goring
and to the others who had loaned articles for the interesting exhibit displayed and to Mr. Verplanck for his interesting address was unanimously passed.
The meeting was then adjourned.
John C. Sickley,
Secretary.
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MEETING OF THE DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY HELD AT THE NELSON HOUSE, DECEMBER
4th, 1919 AT 1 P. M.
PRESIDENT MAGILL—This is a regular meeting of
the Trustees of the Dutchess County Historical Society.
The affairs of the Society were in the hands of an Executive Committee. The granting of this Charter put it
under a Board of Trustees and it was adopted that the
Trustees should meet bi-monthly, and as many members
as were interested in the work to meet with them, in
the words of our charter, "to discover, promote and preserve everything relating to the history of the County ;"
and for that reason we have asked you here today to come
forward with such suggestions as you think the Trustees
of the Society should undertake.
The meeting is now in order, and as some of you will
not be able to stay, it will be in order, at any time, for
anyone present to offer suggestions as to what the Society
should undertake, and you can make your suggestions
during the course of the meal.
The meeting is entirely informal, there are no set
speeches on the program.
We have placed by each plate, application cards. You
may use them, and if you want more you can get them
from the Secretary at any time. We would be very glad
to have you take steps to get some new members. This
is not to start a membership drive. I am going to call on
Silas Wodell of the Town of Washington.
SILAS WODELL—Mr. President, I have not prepared
any material to speak about. It is a great pleasure to be
here today, to meet with the officers of the Society. I
wish I had prepared some report from my town, but there
is so little material in that district to work upon; the only
thing is the grant of the Nine Partners, but I have the
original map showing the subdivision in the year 1699.
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I wish I had prepared some more interesting material.
At another time I may do so.
PRESIDENT MAGILL—Two years ago Hon. Edmund
Platt suggested that we take up the question of having
the members look into the history of the mills of Dutchess
county, and so far we have been very successful, with the
results that have been published; and this work is still
going on. If any of you know anything about any mills
in Dutchess county we will be glad to have the information that you may be able to give; or, if you know of anyone who is not a member of the Society, but has any information in regard to the mills, we should be glad to
have you call their attention to the fact that the Society
is looking for that material. I will now call on Prof.
Baldwin.
PROFESSOR BALDWIN—I am also unprepared. I
have had the pleasure of seeing and watching the Society
from the first instance and have seen how it has grown.
I note with interest how pleasant these functions are.
There is nothing to my mind more pleasant than these
pilgrimages, these visits in the summer time, throughout
the county, and last year I noticed that the usual pilgrimage was given up. I am hoping that we may continue
these pilgrimages, for certainly no other function that we
may have can take the place of that. It has also furnished me with quite a bit of American history. I have also
formed a good resolution and made an effort to get some
members, but most all of my friends are members. I still
hope to gain those who are not already members. One fine
resolution is that I shall attend every dinner that the
Trustees will allow me to be present at.
PRESIDENT MAGILL—Prof. Baldwin refers to the
failure of having the pilgrimage last season. It was owing
to the fact that the work of the pilgrimage depended
upon two men. What we do need is co-operation from
the members so that the officers do not have to do all the
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work. We would like a little more co-operation in the
future than in the past.
I will now call on Mr. Massonneau of Red Hook.
MR. MASSONNEAU-Ladies and Gentlemen, I am
appearing here as the representative of the Vice-President
of the organization, Mr. Wm. P. Adams, who has recently
met with a sorrow in his family and he wished me to
come in his place and advise him as to what has been
done.
In the first place I wish to compliment the officers of
the organization on the book that was gotten out last
year, it was certainly a fine book and well worthy to be
placed on the table in anyone's home.
As for the historical matters of the Town of Red
Hook, we can not be known as a very old township, we
are only a slice off the Town of Rhinebeck. We go to the
Town of Rhinebeck and get the records of the churches,
etc. One of our churches was located at Pink's Corners,
where the Rural cemetery on the east side of the road
now is. It was known as Zion Reformed church. The
records of that church are now on file with the State Historian and that can be examined there at any time. There
is nothing that can not be secured from Rhinebeck, and
I am very glad to know that it is in existence.
PRESIDENT MAGILL-I would like to call the members' attention to one other thing, and that is the work
the Society undertook of copying the Wurtemburgh
church records. That work, Mr. Booth volunteered to do
and it is really worth while. It is one of the most important things the Society has undertaken.
Another
thing, in reference to picture postal cards, I wish to call
your attention to the fact that we have started a collection
of places throughout Dutchess county, and this is still
under way. If you have any such postal cards in existence, Mr. Booth would be very glad to have them. In
sending these postal cards I would call your attention to
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the fact that the cards would be more valuable if the date
when the photograph was taken was on it.
MR. BOOTH—In regard to those postal cards we have
already some ninety of them from different parts of the
county, but I regret to say that quite a number of them
were made in Germany.
PRESIDENT MAGILL—We would like to hear from
the City of Poughkeepsie now
JOHN MYLOD—Mr. President, and members of the
association, I will have to plead guilty of being a little bit
prepared. As a member of the Dutchess County Defense
Council, Col. Rogers, who was chairman of the committee,
wanted to learn something about the seal of this county
and he suggested that I look the matter up. I thought he
had given me quite an easy task, to ascertain what he
wanted and get the full information about it.
Now the Dutchess County Seal and the Surrogate's
Seal are two different seals and these papers to a certain
extent will practically apply to both. In 1778 the Legislature of the State of New York passed an Act of which
the following is a copy:
Chapter 12, Laws of 1778. An Act further to organize the Government of this State: Passed the 16th day of March, 1778.
And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the
chancellor, the judges of the supreme court, the judge of the court of
admiralty, the judges of the court of probate, and the judges of the
inferior courts of common pleas in the several counties within this
State, respectively shall be, and they are hereby respectively authorized and required, forthwith to cause seals for the courts in which
they respectively are judges, to be devised and made; and that all
commissions, writs, processes and other proceedings which heretofore
by the course and practice of the court of chancery while this State
as the colony of New-York was subject to the crown of GreatBritain issued under the great seal, shall in future issue under the
said seal so to be devised and made as and for the seal of the said
court. That all proceedings of the court of chancery, and all proceedings in the supreme court, which heretofore while this State, as
the colony of New-York was subject to the crown of Great-Britain
were by law, supposed to be before the king himself shall in future
be before the people of this State.
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And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid That the
person administering the government of this State, as soon as conveniently may be after the publication hereof shall deliver to the
secretary of the State descriptions in writing of the devices of the
said arms and seals, hereby declared to be arms, great seal and
privy seal of this State; and that the chancellor, the judges of the
supreme court, the judge of the court of admiralty, and the judges
of the court of probates, shall severally as soon as conveniently may
be after they shall have caused seals to be devised and made for the
courts in which they respectively are judges as aforesaid, deliver to
the secretary of the State descriptions in writing of the said several
seals which said several descriptions in writing the said secretary of
the State shall deposit and record in his office there to remain as
public records of this State.
Chapter 280, Laws of 1847, Section 72. Passed May 12th, 1847.
The clerk of the court of appeals shall procure a seal for that
court, on which shall be engraved "Court of Appeals, New York,"
with the word "Seal" in the centre thereof. And every county clerk
shall procure and keep a seal, on which shall be engraved the name
of the county of which he is clerk, and the word "seal," which seal
shall be the seal of the supreme court in said county, and the seal of
the circuit court and the court of oyer and terminer, and, except in
the city and county of New York, of the county court in said county
And the seals of the surrogates of the respective counties of this
state shall continue to be the seals of the surrogates' courts of said
counties, and shall be kept and used as such by county judge or other
officer authorized to perform or discharge the duties of the office of
surrogate; a description of each of said seals shall be deposited or
recorded in the office of the secretary of state, which description shall
remain of record.

In looking over the records in the Dutchess County
Clerk's office just previous to the Revolution, I find that
criminal proceedings were always entitled "KING VS.
JOHN DOE". Then came the break, and for a number of
months, or years, there were no court proceedings had,
during the war. After that they were entitled "THE
PEOPLE VS. JOHN DOE".
That gave me a little idea how to proceed. I wrote
Mr. George Overocker, of this city, who holds an important position at Albany, and asked him to look the matter
up at Albany; and this is his reply:
"The only book in the office of the Secretary of State relating to
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seals of counties is the "Book of Official Seals." I find but two
entries in this book relating to the Dutchess County seal, or County
Clerk's seal, as it is called in this book. The first entry is on page
242 of the Book of Official Seals and is as follows:
Poughkeepsie, July 13, 1847.
Hon. N. L. Benton,
Sir:Under the 72nd section of the Judiciary Act passed
May 12, 1847, the Clerk of the County of Dutchess describes the seal adopted for said county as exhibiting a plow,
sheaf of wheat and a cornstalk surrounded by a scroll.
"Dutchess County Seal" a copy of which is hereunto annexed to be deposited, or recorded, in the office of the Secretary
of State.
Respectfully yours,
Jos. T. Adriance,
Clerk.
Three impressions of seal.
The second reference is on page 244 of the same book and is as
follows:"Dutchess County Clerk's Office,
I, George H. Tompkins, Clerk of said County, do hereby
certify that the above impression was made by the seal of
said County of Dutchess now in use; that the same was
adopted on the first day of July, 1847 in conformity to and
as required by Section 72 of an act entitled "An Act in Relation to the Judiciary of the State of New York" passed
May 12, 1847.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed the seal of said County this 30th day of
June, 1854.
Geo. H. Tompkins.
N.B. The former seal was destroyed as I am informed, upon
the adoption of the above."
"I talked with Dr. Sullivan in the office of the State Historian in
the Education Building, and he tells me that he believes that there
must have been a seal adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the
county at the time of its organization, but doubts if any law prior
to that of 1847 required an impression of the seal to be transmitted
to the office of the Secretary of State. At any rate, but two or three
counties seem to have transmitted the certificate to the Secretary of
State before that year. Dr. Sullivan suggested that you go through
the proceedings of the Board of Supervisors commencing with 1718,
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believing that you will find a resolution in this proceedings. They
are, I believe, upstairs in the County Clerk's office.
As to the Surrogate's seal, the record is somewhat more complete-.
I find in the same Book of Official Seals, at page 67, the following
description:
(SEAL)

"An urn standing on an altar; in the center of
the altar a death-head; within the margin the
words `Dutchess Surrogate Sear; beneath the
altar the word `Assez'.
The above is a description of the seal made for office of
Surrogate in the County of Dutchess( besides ornaments).
The above impression was taken from said seal.
Poughkeepsie, May 1, 1787.
Gilbert Livingston,
Surrogate."
The next reference to the Surrogate's seal is on page 68, and is
as follows:
(SEAL)
Poughkeepsie, July 7, 1848.
"Christopher Morgan,
Secretary of State.
You are hereby respectfully notified that the seal of
the Surrogate's Court of the County of Dutchess, having
become "so injured that it cannot be conveniently used" is
destroyed by me and that I have provided a new seal for
said Court similar in all respects to such former seal, the
impression of which new seal appears at the top of this
paper.
Yours respectfully,
Jno. P. H. Tallman,
Surrogate of Dut. Co."
The impression of this seal is identical with that of the one of
1787. The next reference is found on page 72, and is as follows:
"To the Secretary of State of the State of New York.
Take Notice that the seal heretofore used as and for
the seal of the Surrogate of the County of Dutchess and of
the Surrogate's Court of said County has become worn out
and defaced so as to be unfit for use and that I, Edgar
Thorn, Surrogate of said county have caused a new seal to
be engraved which is in all respects similar to said old or
worn out seal, which new seal is to be used as and for the
seal of said Surrogate and of said Surrogate's Court.
(SEAL)
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have set my
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hand and affixed an impression of said new
seal this 28th day of October, 1857.
Edgar Thorn,
Surrogate of said County."
However, in the impression of this seal there is no word "Assez"
at the bottom of the altar.
In the index of this same book, under the head of "Surrogate
Seals", I find a reference under Dutchess Co. to page 248 1/2 of this
book, in addition to 67, 68, and 72 above mentioned, but there seems
to be no page of that number in the book, although between pages
248 and 249 there are indications that a page or pasted sheet has
been torn out.
Yours sincerely,
Geo. Overocker.

PRESIDENT MAGILL—I would like to hear from Mr.
Glass of Fishkill.
MR. GLASS—Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have not been notified, and did not know anything was
expected of me, I do not know as I can say anything at
present, but I will try and collect some information that
will be valuable to the Society.
PRESIDENT MAGILL—From the experience we have
just gone through, it appears, that each of you gentlemen, who have spoken, was impressed with the idea that
you were expected to say something of historical value
about the town you represent. That is not what we want;
we want you to suggest something that the Society can do.
Three or four years ago we had a gentleman suggest that
something be done about the mile-stones and I will ask
the mile-stone man to say something.
MR. SHERMAN—I have nothing to report in the way
of progress on mile-stones. I turned that over to the
Society, but was very sorry to learn that there had not
been a great deal done along that line. It would be a
wonderful good thing if the Society could have a particular room where they could meet, and a place to put things
that were contributed, of historical value. I would be
glad to contribute.
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MR. GLASS—You were speaking about old mills.
Now there is an old mill that is rather in a run down condition, not much left. It is on the Cold Spring road in a
little cut-off from the main road. I suppose I can get a
history of that mill.
MR. SICKLEY—Mr. Sherman's suggestion seems to
me to be very important and ought to be considered.
At a previous meeting we went so far as to authorize
the trustees to rent a safe deposit box, but that would not
hold a grandfather's clock, or a sideboard which might
he presented to the Society; and that of course brings up
the question of ways and means. The nominal dues of
this Society are very low, and I think the time will come
when we will have to increase them, or largely increase
the membership. In regard to the ways and means, I
might say that a member of this Society told me that in
making a will, a bequest of $1,000 has been given to the
Society, and that it may be increased to $2,000. I am not
at liberty to disclose the name of this person. I merely
mention this as an example for you all to follow. I might
also say that this person has a number of valuable old
relics in the way of furniture, and probably some of them
will be given to the Society. It would be much more satisfactory for anyone, who proposes giving anything to the
Society, to know there was a suitable place for it.
MR. ADRIANCE—In speaking of old relics, someone
mentioned that he had an old Riverview button. I asked
him if he had one of Warring's School. Prior to 1867,
when Bisbee School was on College Hill, the button bore
the representation of the old building, up there. That
was a good way back; if we could find someone connected
with the Society who had one of these buttons, it would
be a very nice thing to contribute for the collection.
DR. POUCHER—I do not know whether the Society
will care for what I have to say, but it was called to m37
mind when you spoke of Mr. Booth's Wurtemburgh's records. For the last four or five years, Miss Reynolds and
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myself have been very much interested in making a collection of the inscriptions on the old grave stones throughout Dutchess county. We have about 25,000. It was a
very painstaking task. We have made this collection
from all the old grave yards in Dutchess county, including
a large number of the community grave-yards. I believe
there is only one of them that has been published. It is
that of the old Fish kill grave yard; and the question came
up as to whether we should do that over again for our
collection, or not. We made a copy of it, and after going
back several times to see if it was correct, we found over
200 mistakes in the one published. That work is now
being completed by Miss Reynolds and myself. We have
typewritten copies, and to me it seems a very valuable
historical collection. In just a few years some of the inscriptions on these old stones that we have gotten have
been destroyed, and the others are becoming more and
more illegible. At some time or other I shall probably
have those printed myself. The last two or three years,
printing of that kind was pretty expensive. There might
be some public spirited or patriotic person who would like
to help out on this thing, and have it given to the Society.
PRESIDENT MAGILL-Have you any photographs?
DR. POUCHER-No. A good many would be worth
making photographs of. That was suggested during our
iopying. There is the old Livingston burying ground. I
believe that has been enclosed within the Rural Cemetery
grounds, and probably that action was taken because of
the publicity we gave it, when we went down there and
found the bad condition it was in, and some of the Livingston family took it up. I remember in one instance Mr.
Wodell's ancestors out around Lithgow-part of them
were buried on one side of the road and the rest on the
other side. The bodies buried in the old Methodist burying ground on Jefferson street were taken up and moved
into a nice little corner in the rural Cemetery. Many of
the stones were broken and could not be set up. We also
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have a list of all of the old stones in Christ Church burying ground before it was torn up. That was done prior to
our work, through the foresight of Miss Arnold and Miss
Reynolds. In the old Wurtemburgh burying ground,
many of the inscriptions are in the original German.
Another burying ground of the same character is the old
Stone Church at Red Hook. There is the old Freer burying ground; that is in fact two burying grounds; a large
stone wall between. There must be a hundred graves out
there. Some of those are marked.
MRS. MINARD—I know of an instance where a Revolutionary soldier was buried on the other side of the river,
and there was no stone marking his grave, and the
Daughters of the American Revolution wrote to Washington about it. Word was sent back a stone would be furnished if we would have it set up. We sent the necessary
data, and I know we were very much surprised when the
stone came to find that it was marked "Colonel", instead
of just private, which we thought he was. We had the
stone set up. Now if that can be done with that grave it
could be done with all soldiers' graves, which are unmarked throughout the county.
PRESIDENT MAGILL—We would like to hear from
the Town of LaGrange.
MR. VAN WYCK—Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, I am unprepared. I cannot recollect of anything at
present of historical interest in LaGrange; it was part of
the Town of Fishkill. I am going to interest myself and
follow up one or two mills I know of, and if you will let
me pass today, I will be very thankful.
PRESIDENT MAGILL—If you will, look up the history of these mills and submit them to Mr. Booth. The
Society is very much indebted to Mr. Van Vliet for the
valuable information that he has given us. The year
books have been largely due to Mr. Van Vliet's efforts
and I am going to ask him if he would embody what he
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has told us in a paper, I think it would really be worth
while.
PROFESSOR SALMON—I have not much to say. You
have so many suggestions.
MR. MYLOD—I want to nominate for membership,
Hon. Joseph Morschauser, Louis Bedell, Harry C. Barker,
R. Burton Slee, E. P. Coughlan and Peter H. Troy.
I think it would be well, Mr. President, to thank the
County Clerk for some of the past re-indexing, and work
that has been done in such an efficient manner, and for
this Society to pass a resolution acknowledging the work
being done, and ask that the Board of Supervisors continue that work.
PRESIDENT MAGILL—Regularly moved and seconded that the Society endorse the work done by the County
Clerk in regard to indexing the old records, as being a
valuable historical work; and that the Board of Supervisors be requested to continue the same.
Secretary please take note of this and notify Board of
Supervisors.
MRS. BROWNING—Although I have been prepared,
I am not prepared. I feel very much like a minister, a
party asked his little son if his father ever preached a
sermon over again, he said yes, but he always "hollered"
in a different place.
If it were not for our ancestors we would not have any
Historical Society, we ourselves are really making history
for the people who are to come; but I do know that this
Society has established a precedent and that there has
been another society formed. In Columbia county, after
the war had ended, they wondered what they would do,
after doing Red Cross work, and I suggested to them that
they convert it into a historical society and related what
had been done by this society, with the result that the
society was organized, and they are prepared to carry on
the work as it is done here. I say as done here; it falls
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on most of the officers, the members ought to co-operate
and become more active.
MR. MYLOD—The County of Dutchess and the City
of Poughkeepsie, through its Boards, Board of Supervisors and Board of Aldermen, have suggested that a proper
memorial of some sort be erected in honor of the boys in
this late war, and it seems to me that the proper thing
would be building a Memorial Building, where this
Society could have a fire proof place in which to keep all
the articles which may be given to it. I notice that that
proposition has been suggested in New York city, and I
have seen where it has been suggested in other locations,
where they have talked about putting up a building.
That would be of interest to this Society—the erection of
such a building, where all of these things could be kept.
PRESIDENT MAGILL—I would suggest that Mrs.
Minard make a motion in regard to the marking of
grave-stones for Revolutionary soldiers.
MRS. MINARD—I will make the motion, that a committee be appointed to look into this matter of getting
markers for the graves of Revolutionary soldiers who
have none.
PRESIDENT MAGILL—It has been regularly moved
and seconded that a committee be appointed to look after
this matter. I will appoint Mrs. Minard, Dr. Poucher and
Miss Reynolds as a committee.
Adjourned.
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Original Dutchess County Settlements
The following list of names of old, original settlements
in the County of Dutchess, some of which have entirely
disappeared, leaving no traces, the very names long since
forgotten, or never heard of by the present generation,
has been carefully compiled, at the suggestion of Secretary Sickley, through the pains-taking efforts of Mr.
Ceorge H. Sherman and Mr. George S. Van Vliet. The
thorough knowledge of local history and tradition of both
of these gentlemen will be a warranty of the completeness and correctness of this most interesting information
to antiquaries,
AMENIA TOWN.
Leedsville, P. 9.
City P. 0., now Smithfield.
Amenia P. 0.
Amenia Union P. 0., formerly
Hitchcocks Corners.
South Amenia P. 0.
Wassaic P. 0.
Sharon Station P. 0.
Hitchcock Corners, now Amenia
Union.
Steel Works.
BEEKMAN TOWN.
Beekman Furnace, now extinct.
Beekmanville, P. 0.
Clove Valley, P. 0.
Gardner Hollow.
Green Haven, P. 0.
Poughquag, P. 0.
Freemanville.
Sylvan Lake, P. 0.
CLINTON TOWN.
Bulls Head, P. 0.
Beaman Corners.

Clinton Corners, P. 0.
Clinton Hollow, P. 0.
Frost Mills, formerly LeRoy's
Mills, DeWitt Mills, Providence.
Hibernia, P. 0.
Pleasant Plains, P. 0.
Shultzville, P. 0.
Sleights Centre.
Slate Quarry Hill.
Lent, P. 0.
Rowland, P. 0.
Ruskey, P. 0.
Glenrock, P. 0.
Sodom Corners.
Kansas.
DOVER TOWN.
Chestnut Ridge, P. 0.
Dover Furnace, P. 0.
Dover Plains, P. 0.
Grants Corner.
South Dover, P. 0.
Wing Station, P. 0.
Webatuck, P. 0.
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Wiccopee, P. 0.
Wolcottville.
*Wappingers Falls, P. 0.

EAST FISHKILL TOWN.
Adriance, P. 0.
Cortlandville.
East Fishkill, P. 0.
Fishkill Plains, P. 0.
Fishkill Furnace, now extinct.
Fishkill Hook.
Hagaman Corners.
Hopewell.
Hopewell Junction, P. 0.
Hortontown.
Johnsville, P. 0.
Pecksville.
Stormville, P. 0.
Shenandoah Corners, P. 0.
Brush, P. 0.
Gayhead.

*In town of Wappingers.

HYDE PARK TOWN.
Conklins Store, afterward
Wilkes Dock.
Cream Street.
Crum Elbow, P. 0.
De Cantillon Landing, formerly
Stoughtenburg Landing.
Hyde Park, P. 0.
Knob Street.
Staatsburg, P. 0.
Stoughtenburg Landing.
Union Corners, P. 0., now East
Park.

FISHKILL TOWN.
Brockway, P. 0.
Brinckerhoffville.
Baxtertown.
*Carthage Lavding, P. 0., now
Chelsea.
Dutchess Junction, P. 0.
Fishkill, P. 0.
Fishkill-on-Hudson, P. 0., now
Beacon.
Glenham, P. 0., formerly Red
Rock.
*Didell, P. 0.
Groveville.
Franklinville.
*Hughsonville, P. 0.
Low Point, now Chelsea.
*Myers Corners.
*Middlebush.
Matteawan, P. 0., now Deacon.
*New Hackensack, P. 0.
Storm King, P. 0.
*Swartoutville.
Rocky Glen.
Tioronda Mills, formerly Byrnesville..

Stoutsburgh, now Hyde Park.
Campton, P. 0.
Fallkill, P. 0.
Eel Pot, now Chapel Corners.
Hawk Town, now extinct.
Mud City.
Herringtown, now Hyde Park.
Livingston's Landing.
LAGRANGE TOWN.
Arthursburg, P. 0.
Freedom Plains, P. 0.
Lagrangeville, P. 0.
Manchester, P. 0.
Sprout Creek, P. 0., now Noxon.
Moore's Mills, P. 0.
Titusville, now extinct.
Meddaughtown, now Overlook.
Noxon, formerly Sprout Creek.
Billings, P. 0.
Morey's Corners.
Briggs Station.
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MILAN TOWN.

Arlington, P. 0., formerly Bulk
Head.
Van Wagners Station.
Freertown, now part of Poughkeepsie.

Jackson Corners, P. 0.
Lafayette, P. 0.
Milanville, P. 0., formerly West
North East.
Rock City, P. 0.
Shookville.
Thornville, P. 0.
Maplehurst, P. 0.
Enterprise, P. 0.

PAWLING TOWN.
Campbellsville, now Hurds Corners.
Farmers Hill, P. 0.
Pawling Station, P. 0.
Purgatory Hill, Army Camp
1777.
Quaker Hill.
Reynoldsville, now Holmes, P.
0.
Storm House, P. 0.
Mizzen Top.

NORTH EAST TOWN
Oblong, P. 0.
Coleman Station, P. 0.
Iron Junction, P. 0.
Millerton, P. 0.
Mt. Riga Station, P. 0.
North East Centre, P. 0.
Ogdensville.
Perrys Corner.
Sharon Station, P. 0.
Shekomeko, P. 0.
Spencers Corner, Federal Store.
Winchel Station.
State Line.
Irondale.
ScihEm, now extinct.

PINE PLAINS TOWN.
Bethel, P. 0.
Pine Plains, P. O.
Pulvers Corner, P. 0.
Mt. Ross, P. 0.
Husted.
Hammertown.
Hicks Hill.

POUGHKEEPSIE TOWN.
Camelot, P. 0., formerly Milton
Ferry.
Clinton Point, P. 0., formerly
Barnegat.
Channingville, formerly Edwamville.
Locust Glen, P. 0.
New Hamburg, P. 0., formerly
Wappinger Creek.
Poughkeepsie, P. 0.
Stoneco, P. 0.
Rochdale, formerly Whippleville.
Spackenkill.

PLEASANT VALLEY TOWN.
Crow Hill.
Pleasant Valley, P. 0.
Salt Point, P. 0.
Washington Hollow, P. 0., formerly Filkinstown.
Tinkertown.
Gretna, P. 0.
Netherwood, P. 0., formerly
Baptist Corners.
Bloomvale.
Ward's Mills, now extinct.
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Stissingville, P. 0.
Separate.
Stewart's Corners.
McIntyre, P. 0.
Ansons Crossing.
Huns Lake, formerly Thorrpsons Pond.
Willow Brook.

RED HOOK TOWN.
Annandale, P. 0.
Barrytown, P. 0.
Cedar Hill.
Madalin, P. 0., formerly Myersville.
Red Hook, P. 0., formerly
Hardscrabble.
Tivoli, P. 0.
Upper Red Hook, formerly Red
Hook.
Cokertown.
Elmendorf Corners.

UNIONVALE TOWN.
Camby, P. 0.
Crouses Store, P. 0.
Clove, P. 0.
Lamoree, P. 0.
Mansfield, P. 0.
North Clove, P. 0.
Oswego Village, P. 0.
Pleasant Ridge, P. 0.
Verbank, P. 0.
Verbank Village, P. 0.

RHINEBECK TOWN.
Eighmieville.
Ellerslie.
Montery, formerly Pinks Corners, Kirchehock.
Rhinebeck, P. 0.
Rhinecliff, P. 0.
Wurtemburg, P. 0.
Hill Side, formerly Glenburn,
P. 0.
Fox Hollow, now extinct.
Schultz Dock, now extinct.
Schatzel's Dock, now Rhinecliff.
Slate Dock.
Kipsbergen.

WASHINGTON TOWN.
Four Corners, now So. Millbrook.
2d Filkintown, now Mabbettsville.
Hartsvillage, P. 0. now Millbrook.
Lithgow, P. 0.
Little Rest, P. 0.
Mabbettsville, P. 0.
Millbrook, P. 0.
Shunpike, P. 0.
Mutton Hollow.
Washington, P. 0., formerly
Mechanic or Nine Partners.
Oak Summit, P. 0., formerly
Coffin's Summit.
Black Crook.

STANFORD TOWN.
Attlebury, P. 0.
13angall, P. 0.
Bear Market.
Pour Corners.
Hulls Mills, P. 0.
Market, P. 0.
Old Attlebury.
Stanfordville, P. 0.
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Chelsea and Its Mill
Charles B. Glass, Chelsea, N. Y.

Old Mill at Chelsea
In 1800 Abram Gerow came from Westchester County and located in what was generally known to boatmen as Low Point, deriving
its name from a low point of land extending into the river.
Later
he purchased a parcel of land whereon he built a log-house and cooper
shop where he conducted the cooperage business for a number of
He had a family of ten children.
Jane the eldest daughter,
years.
married Charles P. Adriance, who was identified with the early development of the settlement and was actively engaged in the affairs of
the village until his death, which occured in 1892.
About a mile north of the village was another log-house located
on the farm belonging to Mr. Terboss.
When the British sailed up the river to destroy Kingston, they
made a target of the old house, and while Miss Terboss was standing
in the door-way a six pound ball fired from one of the men-of-war
struck the end of the building, tearing off some of the siding, doing
The ball is now in the possession of her grandno other damage.
daughter Mrs. Adaline Munger.
When the writer was a boy, two half-breeds, known to the children of the neighborhood as Indian Peg and Indian Eliz, came to the
village two or three times a year to sell their wares, consisting of
They have
Indian trinkets and baskets decorated in bright colors.
long since passed away-the last of the Wappingers tribe.
A map belonging to Isaac Budd, which he kindly placed at my
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disposal, shows that the place was surveyed and laid out in street:
in 1812, by Robert W. Jones.
It retained the name of Low Point until the completion of the.
Hudson River Railroad, when the place was named Carthage. Occasionally mail went to Carthage, Jefferson County, causing much anTo remedy the trouble the word
noyance to the inhabitants.
"Landing" was affixed, and it was thereafter known as Carthage
The annoyance continued however, and after repeated
Landing.
efforts to procure a better mail service failed, the name of Low Point
was resumed, and it so remained until the railroad built a new staIt was then changed to the present name of Chelsea.
tion.
About the year 1820, Cornelius Carman established a ship-yard
here, where he built several market sloops and barges for the river
trade.
In 1828 he built for Carpenter and De Wint of Fishkill Landing,
a steam ferry-boat, named the Plow Boy, this being the first steam
ferry-boat plying between Fishkill Landing and Newburgh. Prior
to that time periaguas and a horse-boat were the only means of
crossing the river. In 1830 another steamboat named the William
Young was built for Benjamin Carpenter, of Newburgh. Thi3 was
one of the pioneer freight and passenger boats of the Hudson River.
The first centerboard used on the Hudson River was introduced by
Cornelius Carman, who built sailing as well as steam vessels at Low
Point, and it was put by him in the sloop "Freedom."
In 1913 the Collyer Brothers deeded the property to the railroad
company, and then the old Carman House was razed and the adjoining land and water front improved.
The club-house and property owned by the "Chelsea Yacht Club",
and Castle Point Park, laid out and maintained by the Collyer BroAs related by the best
thers, occupies the site of the old shipyard.
authority, the upper dock and store house was built by a Mr. Hoagland, who engaged in a general transportation business, which was
carried on by means of sloops.
In 1836 or 1838 he sold the business to John Hopkins, who had for partners Charles P. Adriance and
his two sons, Solomon and Gilbert Hopkins. Under their management the business increased to such an extent that the sloops were
inadequate for its requirements and to meet the growing demands,
the steamboat William Young was purchased and the company disposed of the sloops.
In those days the street leading to the dock was frequently
blocked, for a mile or more, with farmer's loaded wagons, coming
from as far as the Connecticut state line, and they were often delayed for hours, to unload their produce, and then to be re-laden
with supplies for the farm and household.
The firm continued to do a prosperous business, until the corn26

pletion of the Harlem Railroad and the Hudson River Railroad when
most of this great trade was diverted through other channels; and the
farmer's wagons laden with grain, pork, butter and other dairy products became but a memory.
After years of prosperity, Low Point, deprived of its profitable
trade, ceased to be a shipping place of importance, and the steamboat was sold and later disappeared from the river.
Captain Adriance continued to do a shipping and commission business, a steamboat making semi-weekly trips until 1878, when he
retired.
In 1856 Star B. Knox acquired the property and converted the
store-house into a flour mill, where he did a prosperous business
for a time. The vibration of the machinery, however, strained and
weakened the old building making it necessary to suspend business
to repair the damage done. This resulted in the loss of much time
and in the expenditure of considerable money. Finally business was
resumed and continued for a year or so, when the mill was again
closed and so remained until 1868.
Then under a contract made between Mr. Knox and Horace
Weeks and Son, of West Farms, the machinery was again put in
motion and the mill continued to grind until the completion of the
Union Pacific Railroad. This brought it in competition with the
great steam mills of the west, equipped with modern improvements
ond better facilities. Being unable to compete, it was abandoned
as an unprofitable enterprise.
In 1878 "The Wallkill Cement Company" leased the property
to experiment in making Portland cement. Thomas Turner, an expert, who came from England, was employed by the company to
superintend the manufacturing of the product. After experimenting for some time he succeeded in obtaining the desired results. This
was the first Portland cement made in this country. The Poughkeepsie Bridge Company contracted for the whole output, which was
used in the construction of the piers for their new bridge. After
the expiration of the lease the business removed to Port Ewen.
In 1895 David Hunt purchased the property and the mill was
torn down and the land cleared with the view of erecting a cannery,
but Mr. Hunt died before the plans were completed and the project
was abandoned.
In 1905 his heirs sold the property to Francis W. Pollock, the
present owner. Nothing remains to mark the site of the old mill,
except a volunteer growth of elm trees and a heap of broken bricks.
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NOTE:
Many years ago, in the days of his earliest law practice, while
making a search in the Dutchess County Clerk's office, Judge Hasbrouck happened upon the original of the map referred to by Mr.
Glass in the foregoing article. It is filed there as No. 51, and entitled:
"A map of Carthage in Dutchess County at a place
"Called Low Point on the East side of the Hudson
"Or North River.
"Laid down by a scale of 100 feet to an inch.
"Newburgh, Apl., 1812, By Robt. W. Jones."
There is presented herewith a reduced reproduction of the same,
from a photograph made by Mr. Frank B. Howard, a sad record of
a "bursted boom."
The map shows a large tract of vacant farm land to the South of
the pictured part laid out in village lots, and thereon appears the
legend of the map, which is reproduced full size.
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HENRY LIVINGSTON
1748-1828
From a portrait owned by Dr. William S. Thomas
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Henry Livingston
By Dr. William S. Thomas.
Henry Livingston was born on the 13th of October, 1748, in his
father's home, the Livingston Mansion, on the bank of the Hudson
River, a mile south of what was then the village of Poughkeepsie.
The Phoenix Horseshoe Works now occupy the spot.
Identity of their names must not cause the son to be mistaken
for the parent, Henry Livingston, born 1714; who came early from
Kingston to Poughkeepsie, served as Clerk of Dutchess County
fifty-two years (1737-1789) and as a member of the Provincial Assembly from 1759 to 1768.
Of the boyhood of Henry Livingston, Junior, little is known.
Aside from the place and time of his birth, the first being found
recorded of him is that in March, 1770, during a long sojourn in
New York City and while at the home of his kinsman, Col. Henry
Beekman, his brother, Gilbert, wrote a letter to him from Poughkeepsie.
Three years later he was courting Sarah, the pretty daughter
of the Reverend Noah Welles, of Stamfdrd, Conn., when, on December 30th, 1773, he wrote her from New York:
"A happy Christmas to my dear Sally Welles!
"Next Tuesday eveni:ig I hope to see the girl for whom alone I
would well bear to live. Yes, my dear creature, next Tuesday evening, if my God spares my life I hope to tell you I am so sincerely
your friend, as constantly your admirer, as religiously your lover as
when I sat by your side and vow'd everlasting affection to you.
"Miss Bostwick will give you an account of the destruction of
our Governor's house in the Fort last night, of the terror of the
inhabitants and the great loss our worthy Commander in chief has
received.
"I wish I had been prudent enough to have procured a good
private stable for the horse I shall ride up and keep at Stamford
this winter; however, I must look about when I come there. Tomorrow I expect to send up my necessarys with Capt. Sellick.
"Remember me, my dear Love, to all my friends and relatives
at Stamford and remember, my Love, that of all your friends none
loves you so sincerely as your
HARRY LIVINGSTON."
During his early manhood he was a frequent sojourner in New
York City and, with his brother, the Rev. John H. Livingston, pastor
of the Middle Dutch Church there, belonged to the Social Club.
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afterward the residence of Col. Harry Livingston.
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Until the demolition of the old house by the Phoenix Horse Shoe
Works, the patched hole through the shingled sheathing of its front
was to be seen-a silent witness of English "Schrectlichkeit" of
Revolutionary Days.
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Livingston's

Their names appear in a list of its members who were dropped by
the ruling Loyalist majority at the outbreak of the Revolution. Opposit the names of the Livingston brothers appears the entry, "Disaffected, but of no political importance." A Tory social club was
no place for Henry Livingston, who was already on record as one of
the Associators of Dutchess County and in whose private music
book may be seen the title to the British national anthem, changed
by his quill pen as follows:
GOD SAVE THE (KING) CONGRESS
This manuscript music book tells something of its maker. It is
eight by twelve and a half inches in size and contains over two
hundred pages of words and music, varying from psalm tunes to
jigs. There are love songs in plenty, martial tunes, hunting songs,
marches, reels and minuets, beside selections from eighteenth century operas such as "The Jolly Beggars" and Sheridan's "Duenna."
The songs are written in great part for the tenor voice and other
music of the violin and flute.
Joy in its preparation is suggested
throughout the book by its carefully written score and its almost engraving-like script and the exuberance of its pen flourishes.
Shortly before the Revolution, the girl he loved accepted Henry
Livingston, her father joined them in marriage and the couple settled down to live about two miles south of Poughkeepsie Court House
at Locust Grove, a farm of two hundred and fifty acres, lying between the post road and the river. Their dwelling house which stood
in the midst of a broad lawn dotted with large locust trees, has since
been razed, but there are persons living today who remember the
old house which once stood on what is now the property of Mrs. Wm.
H. Young, south of the Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery. The ancient
79th milestone from New York, which may still be seen, stood close
to the stone house, which, with a smaller wooden wing extending
from its west end, faced south toward the driveway leading in from
the post road. It had dormer windows in its second floor, with
tight shutters and there was a covered porch along the front of the
main, or stone, portion. A large stone chimney was at the east end
of the house nearest the main road. Entering the front door, one
saw a large square hall from which narrow stairs led up to the floor
above.
"We had in our antique domicile," wrote a daughter of
Henry Livingston, "a particularly quiet, out-of-the-way-of-noise
little nook, known as 'The Arch.' Hither father used to betake himself, when the family were too turbulent for him to think." Near
to the house was a well, forty feet deep, from which the water
bucket was drawn by a wheel and chain.
Henry Livingston was twenty-seven years old and his wife twen37

ty-two when their first child, Catherine, was born at Locust Grove,
The Revolution was in progress and he was
on August 18th, 1775.
already commissioned major of the Third New York Continental
Regiment, commandered by Col. James Clinton. The regiment was
ordered to join the Canada expedition under Gen. Richard Montgomery, whose wife was the major's great-aunt, Janet Livingston.
Two thousand Americans under Montgomery invaded Canada,
besieged and conquered the British fortress of St. John's, which
commanded the approach to Montreal, and that city was entered
in triumph on the twelfth day of November, 1775. But :this campaign, which promised so well, finally resulted in the fall of the gallant and beloved Montgomery and in the failure to wrest Canada
from the enemy.
To participate in this campaign, Henry Livingston left behind
him his young wife and their first baby, Catherine, one week old.
His part as a field officer in the expedition is told in a journal kept
by him and later edited by his kinsman, Gaillard Hunt, and published in the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography for
April, 1898. Here he recounted how, on August 25th, 1775, he set
off in a sloop with Col. Clinton and other officers in company with
fleet which sailed up the 'Hudson River, arriving at Albany two days
later. Here the regiment remained, perfecting its organization and
equipment until late in September, when the march northward began. Meantime Major Livingston embraced the opportunity to take
side trips, visiting the Mohawk Valley, observing things from a
farmer's point of view and making notes. Five days of the time
of the regiment's halt in Albany he spent in a visit to his hearthside
and its loved ones.
The route of Montgomery's little army lay up the Hudson River,
along Lakes George and Champlain and down the outlet of the latter, the Sorel River, together comprising the natural highway between Canada and the mouth of the Hudson, a thoroughfare repeatedly fought over as the key to military supremacy in what are
now the middle Atlantic states. The major's description of his battalion's journey down Lake Champlain sounds strangely to us, who
think of armies moved in fifty-thousand-ton transport ships, troop
trains and roaring motor lorries.
"October 4.-At 4 in the afternoon set off from Ticonderoga with
Col. Clinton, Capts. Nicholson, Billings and Johnson and 165 men in
14 battoes. That evening reach's Crownpoint.
"Left that place next morning and got as far as one night's,
27 miles from Crownpoint in company with 3 battoes beside my
own.
*
The next evening my battoes reach'd a point
of land opposite the southern part of Grand Isle, at which island
the rest of the boats all stay'd. We kept on the point until 10 in
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the evening and then with a small breeze stood down the lake and
went slowly on till 3 in the morning when we touch'd on shore and
rested in the boat till daylight and again stood down the lake.
At evening landed on the east side of the lake at
7 miles distance to S. of Isle Aux Noix. Pitch'd our tents on the
sand and early next morning set off again in a violent rain which
lasted without any interruption till we reach'd Isle Aux Noix
where we came about noon.
"By trailing I catch'd a fine pike 2 feet long and a clever bass
with which kind of fish and yellow perch and sunfish, the Lake
abounds."
Of Canada and the Canadians he comments: "A land of slaves
will ever be a land of Poverty, Ignorance and Idleness."
An enemy officer prisoner, one Dr. Daniel Robertson, surgeon's
mate of the 42nd British Regiment, stated in a letter written from
La Prairie, near Montreal, on October 23, 1775, "I
*
*
* delivered myself up to Major Livingston who received me as a friend
and showed me every indulgence possible and much more than I
could expect from a stranger. He really convinced me of the nobleness of Liberty by his most generous behavior."
During the latter days of the campaign, Major Livingston, fell
ill, and was obliged to make a difficult journey home, delayed by
suffering and prostration. The diary tells part of the story:
"December 1.-This morning we set out for Fort George, 3 ox
teams carrying our baggage. On one of them I rode. Four miles
on the north of Fort Edward I b't a horse, being too sick to ride in
a cart.
"December 2.-I was very ill when I set out from Smith's and
riding on a bearskin, without any stirrups thro a small snow, too,
did not continue to alleviate my distemper. I got as far as Saratoga and lodg'd at the General's, Mrs. Schuyler and her daughter
being there."
The journal tells of places and people strange to him, of powwows with delegations of friendly Indians, of his baptism by enemy
fire, of the fighting about St. John's and of its surrender, and of his
month-long homeward journey. The last entry in the journal is
dated December 22, 1775:
"A little after noon I arrived in safety at my house. The God
of all mercy be adored for his goodness to an unworthy sinner."
Three years afterward a Christmas gift came to the Major's
family in the form of a first-born son to whom was given the name
of Henry Welles. He died of a burn when but a year old. In accordance with a custom of the time, the same name was given to
the next son who was born a year and a half after his brother.
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The Major's military career terminated, it seems, at the time
of his illness but he served later in the war as one of the commisioners of Sequestration of Dutchess County. They took over the property of Tories, sold it and turned the proceeds into the State. They
transported the families of disaffected persons and gave leases of
their houses and farms to others who were loyal to the cause of the
Revolution. In the New York Packet, published weekly in Fishkill
by Samuel Loudon, appears the following advertisement, 18th January, 1781:
To be Sold at Public Vendue
The Mill and
Stones, iron work and other materials belonging to the
grist, fulling and saw mills at the Continental Village,
late the property of Beverly Robinson. The vendue to
be held on Monday the 29th inst. at the premises, by
Commisioners
Jonathan Lawrence
of
Henry Livingston, jun.
Sequestration
Theo. Van Wyck
Mrs. Livingston died on September 1st, 1783. The Rev. Timothy
Dwight, chaplain to the Connecticut Continental troops and later
President of Yale College, preached the funeral sermon. He was a
connection and friend of the Major's family.
That Henry Livingston was a writer of verses is witnessed in
a manuscript book in his handwriting. It contains forty-four metrical compositions, religious, elegiac, satirical, descriptive, domestic and social. One piece is marked "versified 1776", but all other
dates entered are included between the years 1784 and 1789.
"A New Year's Address of Richard and George, two boys of
the Printer, N (icholas). Power, 1787", is a rhyming appeal printed by their employer and handed out by the newsboys.
"Before the friends of Mr. Power
In this good-natured happy hour,
Respectfully we both appear
And wish you all a happy year."
After a discourse upon the readiness of the Journal to capture
all the news and set it before its readers, the boys are made confess:
"And now the end of all this clatter
Is but a small and trifling matter;
A puny sixpence or a shilling
From willing souls to souls as willing."
Among several rhyming "rebuses" in the book is one which conceals in its description of her, the name of a belle, well known in her
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day and long afterward among Poughkeepsie people, as Nancy
Crooke.
A glimpse into Major Livingston's home life at Locust Grove
and an idea of social doings there are presented in his
"Letter to my Brother Beekman, Who Then Liv'd with Mr. Schenck
At New Lebanon, 1786.
To my dear brother Beekman I sit down to write;
Ten minutes past eight and a very cold night;
Not far from me sits, with her baullancy cap on
Our very good cousin, Elizabeth Tappen.
A tighter young sempstress you'd ne'er wish to see
And she (blessings on her) is sewing for me.
New shirts and new cravats this morning cut out
Are tumbled in heaps and lye huddled about.
My wardrobe (a wonder) will soon be enrich'd
With ruffles new hemm'd and wristbands new stitch'd.
Now for news, my sweet fellow, first learn with a sigh
That matters are carried here gloriously high.
Such gadding, such ambling, such jaunting aboutTo tea with Miss Nancy-to sweet Willy's rout;
Now parties at coffee,-then parties at wine,
Next day all the world with the Major must dine.
Bounce, all hands to Fishkill must go in a clutter
To guzzle bohea and destroy bread and butter."
A love of out-door nature is often shown in his verses.
Invitation to the Country," he writes,

In "An

What is all the gay town can bestow;
What all its inhabitants share
But trifles and glitter and show,
That cloy and displease as they glare.
By the side of a murmuring stream
Where willows the margin imbrown;
We'll wander, unheeded, unseen,
Nor envy the taste of the town.
Among other titles found in his fragmentary collection of Henry
Livingston's verses are the following: "To my Niece, Sally Livingston, on the Death of a Little Serenading Wren she Admired"; "The
Vine and Oak, a Fable"; "Careless Philosopher's Soliloquy"; "To
a Gentleman, On his Leaving Pakepsy"; "Apostrophe of Rispah, the
concubine of Saul, when David slew her Sons for Saul's Crimes".
Henry Livingston's authorship of the verses in the book cited is
shown by their internal evidence and by their chronology. Some of
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them are addressed to members of his family, as quoted above,
while those which were published appeared in print subsequently to
the dates given to them in the manuscript condition.
He was wont to make pictures for the amusement of his children.
Some of the drawings appeared as frontispieces in the monthly issues
of the New York Magazine and Literary Repository between the years
1791 and 1794. Each of these illustrations was accompanied by his
own short descriptive article.
The identity of the artist and writer
is disclosed by Henry Livingston's initials or name subjoined to the
illustrations and by editorial notes referring to pictures and stories,
at times mentioning the frequently used initial "R".
An allegorical story used by him entitled "The Happy Vale" appeared in the January, 1792, number of the New York Magazine and
was illustrated by one of his essays at picture making. The
story tells the adventures of "an English gentleman of the name of
Millbray, who was Midshipman on board the Cato, of 71 guns, commanded by Admiral Hyde Parker, and which was wrecked in 1771
on the coast of Ave." He discovered in his travels a Utopian region, the manners and customs of whose inhabitants were just as
one would wish to have among his own countrymen.
After remaining a widower for ten years, on the first day of September, 1793, Henry Livingston married Jane McLean Paterson, the
second daughter of Matthew Paterson, Esq., of the town of Paterson in Dutchess (now Putnam) County.
At the time of this second
marriage, two children of the four born by his first wife were still
living. These were Catherine, now eighteen and Henry Welles, fifteen
years of age. They continued to live for some time at Locust Grove.
While there is ground for assurance that the farm did not lack
his attention between the years 1793 and 1820, or at any other time,
yet during this particular period, he gave not a little time and attention to surveying and map making.
In the state archives at Albany
are eight official manuscript maps made by Henry Livingston of sections of land along the Hudson River.
Besides maps of land under
water, there are maps of the townships of Poughkeepsie, Beekman
and Fishkill and another of what was then the newly separated county
of Putnam.
There is in the Dutchess County Clerk's Office an original large scale map made by him of the village of Poughkeepsie at
the time of its incorporation in 1799, showing the names and location
of the residences of individual householders.
During his later years Henry Livingston was no longer spoken of
as "Major", but came to be known as "Judge".
The title appears
to have been attached to his positions as Justice of the Peace and as
principal assessor of taxes for the federal district which included
Poughkeepsie and other townships.
A notice signed by him appears
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in the Poughkeepsie Journal of March 5, 1799 which reads in part
as follows:
"The valuations of lands and dwelling houses and the enumeration
of slaves
may be seen and examined at my
dwelling house
on the 7th day of March next and
during 15 days thereafter appeals will be
received and determined by the subscriber
relative to any erroneous or excessive valuations or enumerations
All persons who suppose themselves agmade by the assessors.
grieved are desired to enter their appeals within ten days from the
aforesaid date.
Henry Livingston.
Principal Assessor of 2nd District."
By the death of his father on the 10th of February, 1799, Henry
Livingston's name lost its appendage of "Junior", which it had borne
for half a century. His father's will provided for an equal distribution of the estate among his children and their heirs with the
one exception of Henry, who received his birthright in property 28
years before in the parent's deed of gift of Locust Grove with its
250 acre farm.
Henry Livingston's name is seen occasionally in the Poughkeepsie newspapers shortly before and for some time after 1800, as a.
signer, with other citizens, of appeals to electors to vote for Federalist candidates for public office, particularly when John Jay stood
for re-election as Governor and when David Brooks ran for State
Senator.
The newspapers of this period also contain references to Henry
Livingston as a commissioner in bankruptcy.
His second marriage, that with Miss Paterson, had as issue eight
children. A peep at the Locust Grove folks in 1802 is to be had by
perusal of a letter from its master who wrote from the Highlands
of the Hudson while on a surveying trip there. This letter was addressed to his son by the first marriage, Henry Welles Livingston,
then studying law in Poughkeepsie and a frequent visitor at his
step-mother's house.
"When you see dear mamma, bow down to the very floor and kiss
your left hand and press it to your bosom for me, and squeeze and
kiss Jane and Edwin heartily for ditto. Shake Sid's and Charley's
fists. You have my best affection my sweet boy."
In 1809 Henry Livingston gave a sixty-six-foot-wide strip of
land, extending the whole length of his farm, to be used as part of
the new turnpike, now called the South Road. By this change the
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old post road was shifted twenty rods to the east, thus giving the
house a more secluded position.
In the spring of 1817 Henry Livingston surveyed the land for
the plant of the West Point Foundry, at Cold Spring, headed by
Gouverneur Kemble. The works here became famous for their manufacture of the Parrott gun, a type of cannon used by the Union
Army uring the Ciyil War, and they remained in operation until
1894.
A glimpse into the intimate family life of Locust Grove appears in a rhyming letter dated June 11, 1821, from Henry Livingston's twenty-two year old son, Edwin George, sent to his elder
brother, Dr. Charles Paterson Livingston, then practicing medicine
in Kaskaskia, Ill. After assuring the absent one that true fellowship
continued to exist at home, he writes that
"With seeing our friends and returning their calls,
No care intervenes or trouble enthralls."
He tells of a party at which
"Our sisters, myself, with about thirty more
Made as social a group as e'er crowded a floor,
We parted at twelve and soundly at one,
Slept I in the famous old mansion of stone;
The visions of gaiety cheering till morn,
When the magic is broke by the loud breakfast horn."
"Jane, Helen and pa tomorrow set sail,
And anxiously wait the glad summons to hail
That calls all on board and off for New York;
The tight "Sally Frances" plies shrewdly to work.
A fortnight at least they'll stay in the city."
"Pa returns in a week, for naught at his age
Amuses-the fashions and gay equipage;
Far dearer to him is the still country shade
Than the bustle of cities, their pomp and parade."
In this letter Edwin speaks of "Cousin Harry" and here again
the reader is cautioned not to mistake Henry Livingston for a kinsman of similar name. The cousin Harry referred to was Henry
Alexander Livingston, or Col. Harry Livingston, as he is remem
bered by some Poughkeepsie people living today. Colonel Harry
was the son of Henry Livingston's brother, the Reverend John
Livingston and both of them resided at the Livingston mansion on
the river bank, but never at Locust Grove. Colonel Harry represented Dutchess County in the State Legislature as Assemblyman
44

and as Senator. As his uncle Henry Livingston declined in years
and strength, Colonel Harry became a prominent citizen of the town
and of the State, so that to the older generation of inhabitants of
Poughkeepsie today, the uncle is lost in the mists of the past and
the name of "Henry Livingston" suggests to them only the person ality of the nephew, who survived the older man by nearly twenty
years.
Henry Livingston of Locust Grove died on February 29th, 1828,
in his eightieth year. In the family record it is noted that "His
mind was serene and tranquil throughout, and death seemed disarmed of its terrors in the dissolution of our father Thus, after a
pious, useful and happy life, we may truly say, he f01 asleep in
Jesus." He lived and died a member of the Dutch Reformed Church.
His bones lie beside those of many others of his family in the Livingston burying ground, now a part of the Poughkeepsie Rural
Cemetery.
This happy-hearted man had a vivacious spirit, wont to express
itself in music, verse and story. The descendants of this same
dweller in Dutch Hudson River surroundings are unanimous in their
belief in a family tradition taught them from infancy, that he was
the author of the verses beginning with the lines:
"'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the
house,
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse."
His own children and grandchildren have borne written testimony
to their belief that he wrote the poem. The circumstances of its
production, its first reading to the family by him, as he brought it
forth from "the arch" years before its anonymous publication in
the Troy Sentinel in 1823, the loss of the manuscript by fire-all
these details are matters of common talk among his posterity. A_
critical comparison of the "Visit From St. Nicholas" with the acknowledged verses of Henry Livingston adds internal evidence supporting the correctness of the family tradition. The story of Livingston's authorship of the poem and of the events which caused it to
be credited to another is too long to allow of its presentation here.
Some of its salient points are touched upon in an article by Mr.
Winthrop P. Tryon, published in the Christian Science Monitor for
August 4, 1920.
The matter is referred to here in the hope that its publication
may elicit new evidence.
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Here Henry Livingston, as a child, hung his Christmas
stocking.
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Co-operation of Dutchess County Society
The following report from a committee of the Dutchess County Society illustrates the spirit of co-operation
which exists between our Society and other organizations
formed to keep alive interest in Dutchess County:
New York, January 10th, 1920.
To the President and Council of
The Dutchess County Society:
Gentlemen:
At the annual meeting of this society held in November, 1919,
on motion of Mr. William H. Brady, a Committee of Three was appointed to co-operate with the Dutchess County Historical Society in
the setting of such landmarks on historical sites as that Society
was especially interested in placing; such committee consisting of
Mr. Brady, who had moved the resolution, Gen. Stotesbury, and
George R. Bishop. By the choice of Messrs. Brady and Stotesbury,
Mr. Bishop was chosen the chairman, and has, by correspondence
with members of that society, notably the secretary and Judge
Frank Hasbrouck, obtained information as to the particular matters
in which they desire co-operation. The information is, incidentally,
that the Daughters of the Revolution have placed tablets on the
principal historical buildings, battle fields of the Revolution, lines
of fortifications, and historical sites generally, throughout the County; and the desire of the Historical Society now is, to reset some
of the early milestones, or replace the old ones with new, along the
various highways in the County where such stones once stood. The
Chairman of the Committee recalls those that stood along the old
Turnpike-named, as he remembers, the Dutchess Turnpike,-running from Poughkeepsie northeasterly through Pleasant Valley and
Washington Hollow, and presumably on to the east through Mabettsville and on to Amenia-these stones bearing the number of miles
to or from-"C. H."-meaning the court-house corner, Main and
Market Streets; and that along what was termed the New Turnpike,
that is, the one passing northeasterly up to Salt Point, milestones
also have been placed. We recall also where certain of the TollGates were located, on both those highways. He thinks also stones
were set along the New York and Albany road, at least below
Poughkeepsie from Market Street down, with a few miles of which
road he was familiar. The Committee highly approves the purpose
of the Historical Society, and recommends-in case the funds at
hand shall be found to warrant it-an appropriation of $250.00 to
be used to assist and co-operate with the Historical Society in such
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manner as may be approved by the Committee, the vouchers thereof to be approved by the Chairman of the Committee, and filed with
the Secretary of the Society with a final report showing the application of the payments so made, which shall not exceed the sum of
two hundred and fifty ($250.00) dollars so appropriated.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
GEO. R. BISHOP
LOUIS W. STOTESBURY
WILLIAM H. BRADY
Upon reading the foregoing report to the Historical Society at
its meeting on February 5th, the Chairman was careful to specify
that final action upon the foregoing report would have to be taken
by the directors of the Dutchess County Society in New York, to
whose President the report has been submitted; which action he assumed would be taken at a meeting in the near future. He also
expressed the belief that an approval of the report might be looked
for with considerable confidence.
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