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Payment of two dollars at date of election entitles a new 
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covers a copy of the Year Book issued in the year ensuing. 

Copies of the Year Book are mailed only to those mem-
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FORM OF BEQUEST 

I give and bequeath to the 
DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 Dollars 
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In Memoriam 

HENRY BOOTH 

Died October 25, 1929 

One of the first to join this Society 

after its organization 

in 1914 

One of the foremost in promotion 

of its objects 

8 

t 



SECRETARY'S MINUTES 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

JANUARY 11, 1930 

Present: President Reese, and 
Trustees, Mr. Dows, Miss Elsworth, 
Mr. Hasbrouck, Mr. Mylod, Mr. F. 
J. Poucher, Mr. Baltus Van Kleeck, 
Mr. Van Vliet, and the Secretary. 
Mrs. B. F. Gilkeson and Mrs. Wil-
liam Hadden of the Junior League 
were also present. 

The President called the meet-
ing to order. The Secretary re-
ported that the book containing 
marriage and death notices from 
early Dutchess County newspapers 
was ready for the press, and that 
the printer estimated that the book 
would be ready for distribution 
about the first of March. It was 
moved and seconded that these 
plans be proceeded with. 

Mr. Van Vliet spoke of the Wur-
temburg Church records which had 
been translated and copied by Mr. 
Booth some time ago. He express-
ed the hope that it might be pub-
lished by the society or under the 
auspices of the society in the near 
future. 

A letter from Dr. John B. Todd 
of Syracuse was read. He offered 
a package of old papers, formerly 
the property of his grandfather, 
and relating to private and public 
matters in the town of Hyde Park. 
The secretary was asked to corree.-
pond with Dr. Todd on this matter. 
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Mrs. Gilkeson, representing the 
Junior League, spoke about the 
furnishing and restoration of the 
Glebe House. The President do-
nated $300.00 for insurance on the 
contents of the Glebe House for 
three years. A committee of mem-
bers of the Historical Society was 
appointed to serve with a similar 
committee of the Junior League in 
the work of decorating and fur-
nishing the Glebe House. This 
committee was composed of the 
following members: Mrs. Ross Has-
brouck, Urs. Henry S. Morgan, Mr. 
T. Rae Kilbourne, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Adams Brown, Mrs. Frank Van 
Kleeck, Miss Ruth Halstead and 
Miss Ada Simpson. 

It was voted to donate $100.00 
to the Gebe House for the coming 
year. 

Mr. Frederic Barnard, Mr. Her-
bert C. Shears, the President and 
the Secretary, were appointed a 
committee to act with the execu-
tive committee of the Junior Lea-
gue. 

Mrs. Mary I. Parris of Beacon, 
N. Y., and Dr. John B. Todd of 
Syracuse, N. Y., were elected to 
membership. 

On motion, the meeting ad-
journed. 

J. WILSON POUCHER, 
Secretary. 



MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

APRIL 

Present: Piesident Reese and 
Trustees, Barnard, Dows, Husted. 
LeRoy, Mylod, Reynolds, Van Hou-
ten and Van Wyck and the Secre-
tary. Mrs. Waterman, the assist-
ant treasurer, was also present. 

The President asked for reports 
of committees. 

Miss Reynolds reported that the 
volume containing newspaper no-
tices (Volume IV of the society's 
publications) had been completed 
and is ready for distribution to 
subscribers. 

A motion was made and passed 
that all bills incidental to the print-
ing and distribution of this book 
be paid. These bills totalled 
$1,119.74. 

23, 1930 

A motion was made and second-
ed that the publication committeo 
be empowered to have a sufficient 
number of descriptive cireulars 
printed to be mailed to prospective 
purchasers. 

General John Ross Delafield and 
Mrs. Gerald Morgan were elected 
trustees to fill vacancies caused by 
the death of Mr. Henry Booth and 
of Mr. Thomas Newbold. 

Mrs. Robert Becker, Poughkeep-
sie, Miss Aimee Brownell, La 
Grangeville, and Mr. Leonard J. 
Supple, Fishkill, were elected to 
membership in the society. 

Upon motion, the meeting ad-
journed. 

J. WILSON POUCHER, 
Secretary. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

MAY 16, 1930 

Meeting at Vassar Institute was 
called to order by the President at 
11 o'clock. There was an attend-
ance of 48. 

The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read by Mr. Mylod 
and were approved. Mr. Mylod 
also read the report of the Secre-
tary. 

The Treasurer's report was giv-
.en by the assistant treasurer, Mrs. 
Waterman, and was accepted. It 
follows these minutes. 

Miss Reynolds reported for the 
Pilgrimage Committee that plans 
were under way for the fall pil-
grimage. She announced that in.. 
vitations had been received from 
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Mrs. George N. Miller and from 
Mrs. Andrew C. Zabriskie to visit 
their estates at Rhinebeck and at 
Barrytown. 

Miss Reynolds reported for the 
Year Book Committee that the 
book was in course of preparation 
and would appear as soon as pos-
sible after the October meeting. 

Miss Reynolds also reported that 
the book on Marriage and Death 
notices was being distributed. 

Mr. Mylod, for the Nominating 
Committee, proposed that the pres-
ent officers be re-elected to their 
respective offices: Mr. Reese, Pres-
ident; Vice-President-at-large, Dr. 
Baldwin; Secretary, Dr. Poucher; 



Photograph by Margaret DeM. Brown 

Waterfall near the mouth of the Vis Kil in the town of Fishkill, 
which furnished power for the mill built about 1708 by Roger Brett and 
his wife, Catharyna Rombout. The mill stood back of the camera, to 
the left. 
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Treasurer, Dr. LeRoy. The trus-
tees of the class of 1930, Mr. 
George S. Van Vliet, Mr. John J. 
Mylod, Miss Helen Wilkinson Rey-
nolds and Mr. J. Franklyn Poucher 
were re-elected for a period of 
four years. The vice-presidents of 
the various towns of the county 
were similarly re-elected. 

The following new members 
were proposed and elected: Mr. J. 
Gordon Flannery, Mr. J. Hunting 
Otis, Mr. W. W. Maloney, Mrs. 
Keene Richards, Mr. Van Voorhis 
Haight, Miss Aletha D. Halliday. 
the Rev. Thomas R. Hazzard. 

Mr. Mylod read an invitation to 
attend the pilgrimage of the West-
chester County Historical Society 
to be held on May 24 (or, in case 
of rain, on June 7). Some of the 
members present expressed a wish 
to attend. 

Mr. Mylod also announced that 
Governor Roosevelt would be pres-
ent in Poughkeepsie for the un-
veiling of the monument erected to 
the memory of Governor Dongan. 
This ceremony will be held on June 
21, at 2.30 p. m. and the members 
of the Historical Society were in-
vited to be present. 

Mr. Mylod, for the Secretary, 
reported the following list of mem-
bers who had died since the fall 
meeting: Mrs. William Archer, 
Mrs. Charles W. Belding, Mr. Hen-
ry Booth, Miss Heloise Graham, 
Mrs. Frederick H. M. Hart, Mrs. 
Frank B. Howard, Mr. David K. 
Jackman, Mrs. Robert Johnston, 
Mrs. Clarence Kenyon, Mr. Francis 
R. Masters, the Hon. Thomas New-
bold, Mr. John F. Ring-wood, Mr. 
James E. Sague, Mr. Peter Roose-
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velt Sleight. He also reported the 
following resignations from the 
society: Mr. James H. Beatty, Mr. 
William E. Conklin, Mrs. William 
E .Conklin, Mrs. Edward L. Field, 
Mrs. Samuel W. Lesher, Mr. Wil-
liam A. Metzgar, Mrs. William A. 
Metzgar, Dr. E. Lyman Rockwell, 
Miss Ina G. Russell, Mrs. Dwight 
R. Sedgwick, Mrs. Fred H. Swift, 
and Mr. Morgan Vail. 

The Secretary reported the fol-
lowing contributions to the society: 

Quarterly bulletin of the New 
York Historical Society. 

Quarterly Journal of the New 
York State Historical Association. 

Quarterly bulletin of Westches-
ter County Historical Society. 

Records of the New York Genea-
logical and Biographical Society. 

Records of the town of Jamaica, 
L. I., three volumes. (These were 
given by the Long Island Historical 
Society in exchange for Year 
Books of the Dutchess County His-
torical Society.) 

Annual report of the American 
Historical Society. 

Bulletin of Fort . Ticonderoga 
Museum. 

Utah Genealogical and Histori-
cal Magazine. 

A collection of old letters about 
Dutchess County people. 

On motion, the meeting adjourn-
ed to the Nelson House where 
luncheon was served to 133 mem-
bers and guests. Mr. Reese presid-
ed and introduced Mr. Peter Nel-
son, Assistant State Historian, who 
spoke on the significance of state 
and local history. Dr. Willis E. 
Merriman of the staff of the Hud-
son River State Hospital, gave the 



history of the care of the insane by 
New York State and a detailed his-
tory of the land, where the present 
hospital is located, up to the time 
of its acquisition by New York 
State. 

The meeting adjourned with a 
rising vote of thanks to the speak-
ers. 

J. WILSON POUCHER, 

Secretary. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OCTOBER 3, 1930 

A meeting of the Board of Trus-
tees of the Dutchess County His-
torical Society was held at the Am-
rita Club, October 3, at four o'-
clock. 

Present: President Reese, Trus-
tees, Barnard, Dows, Hasbrouck, 
Mylod, F. J. Poucher, Reynolds, 
Van Kleeck, Van Wyck, and the 
Secretary. 

The meeting was called to order 
by the President. 

The Secretary reported on books 
and manuscripts presented to the 
society since the May meeting. 

Miss Reynolds reported on the 
sale of Volume IV of the Collec-
tions of the society. 

On motion,. Mr. Kilbourne was 
made chairman of the Glebe House 
Committee to act with the similar 

committee of the Junior League. 
Bill for work on the Glebe House 

was ordered paid. 
The following new members 

were elected: Mr. Henry C. Clark, 
Mrs. Fred Cheesborough, Mrs. 
Marion F. Dudley, Mrs. David S. 
Lansden, Mrs. D. C. Matthews, 
Mrs. Roswell Miller, Sr., Miss S. 
Frances Rainey, Miss May L. Rey-
nolds, Mrs. Charles D. Robinson, 
Ms. Albert E. Schwartz, Mrs. Ed-
ward T. Schwartz, Miss Andrienne 
F. Sullivan, Miss Katharine Thomp-
son, Mrs. William Van Schoonhoven 
Thorne, Mr. Joseph Tuckerman 
Tower, The Rev. Francis B. Whit-
come, Mrs. Francis B. Whitcome, 
Mr. Christian A. Zabriskie. 

J. WILSON POUCHER, 
Secretary. 

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 

OCTOBER 17, 1930 

The Semi-Annual meeting of the 
Dutchess County Historical Society 
was held on Friday, October 17, at 
Vassar Brothers Institute. There 
were thirty-nine members present. 

The meeting was called to order 
by the President. 

The Secretary read the minutes 
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of the previous meetings, which 
were approved. 

In the absence of the Assistant-
Treasurer, Miss Reynolds gave the 
Treasurer's report. This was ac-
cepted and follows these minutes. 

The Secretary reported the fol-
lowing gifts made to the society: 
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Quarterly Journal of the New York 
Historical Association. 

Quarterly Bulletin of New York 
Historical Society. 

Quarterly Bulletin of Westchester 
County Historical Society. 

Annual Report of the American 
Historical Association. 

John Wing and his Descendants, 
gift of Mr. Morgan Wing. 

Scrap Book of the Rev. John B. 
Drury, gift of Mr. F. K. W. 
Drury of Chicago. 

The American Revolution in New 
York, gift of the State Histor-
ian. 

The Sullivan-Clinton Campaign in 
1779, gift of the State Histor-
ian. 

The Battle of White Plains, gift of 
Columbia University Library. 

A set of Patriotic Posters, publish-
ed by the Pennsylvania Rail-
road Company. 

The Snyder Family Bible, gift of 
Mr. Charles E. Booth. 

The Secretary reported that the 
following members of the society 
had died since the May meeting: 
The Hon. Walter C. Anthony, Mr. 
A. R. Beal, Mr. Willson Carpenter, 
Dr. H. K. DuBois, Mrs. Warren 
Skinner Foster, Miss Harriet 
Roosevelt Jewett, Mr. Elbert 
Knapp, Mr. Harry W. Nelson, Mrs. 
Howard Scofield, Mrs. Albert W. 
Sullivan, Mr. William S. Teator. 

The Secretary also reported the 
resignations of Miss Lena Jackman, 
The Rev. Gabriel Farrell, Mrs. Ga-
briel Farrell and Mr. William L. 
Hummel. 

An invitation from the West-
chester County Historical Society 
to attend the annual meeting and 

dinner of that society to be held on 
Tuesday, October 28, was read. 

Miss Haviland reported that a 
group of members of this society 
from Millbrook had attended the 
Pilgrimage of the Westchester 
County Historical Society held on 
May 24 and had very much enjoy-
ed the day. 

Miss Reynolds reported for the 
Year Book Committee that the ma-
terial for this volume was well in 
hand and that the book would be in 
the mail early in December. She 
promised an unusually interesting 
number. 

Miss Reynolds also reported that 
around two hundred members had 
joined in the recent annual Pil-
grimage and that visits had been 
made to the home of Mrs. Andrew 
C. Zabriskie at "Blithewood", An-
nandale, and to that of Dr. and 
Mrs. George N. Miller at "The 
Grove", Rhinebeck. An interest-
ing and instructive historical ad-
dress had been made at each •)f 
these old estates. 

A motion was made and second-
ed that the Secretary express to 
Mrs. Zabriskie and to Dr. and Mrs. 
Miller that thanks of the society 
for their hospitality on the occa-
sion of the annual Pilgrimage, Sep-
tember 17. 

The following new members 
were elected: Mrs. James E. Car-
roll, Miss Eloise Doty, Mr. Francis 
R. Flournoy, Miss Rosaline Has-
brouck, Miss Grace Killmer, Mrs. 
J. E. Laird, Mrs. Alfred Mac Mur-
ray, Mr. Charles O'Donnell, Mrs. 
William J. Reagan, Mrs. Harry G. 
Welch, Miss Sarah M. Bogle and 
Miss Mary King. 
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On motion, the meeting adjourn-
ed to the Nelson House, where one 
hundred and twenty-two members 
and friends partook of luncheon. 

The President introduced the 
speakers the first being Professor 
William J. Reagan of Oakwood 
School. Mr. Reagan traced the 
history of the school from the time 
of its founding in 1796 as the Nine 
Partners Boarding School of 
Dutchess County, to its removal 
from Dutchess County to Cayuga 
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County in 1858 and to its return to 
Dutchess County in 1920. 

Mr. Mylod gave a very interest-
ing and instructive talk on the rati-
fication of the Constitution of the 
United States, especially the occa-
sion of its ratification by New York 
State in 1788 in Poughkeepsie. 

The meeting adjourned with a 
rising vote of thanks to the speak-
ers. 

J. WILSON POUCHER, 
Secretary. 



Photograph by Margaret DeM. Brown 

Waterfall on Landsman's Kil in the town of Rhinebeck which 
furnished power for the mill built about 1739 by Jacob Rutsen. The 
mill stood back of the camera, to the left. 





TREASURER'S REPORT 
Semi-Annual Statement of the Assistant Treasurer of the 

Dutchess County Historical Society 
May 16, 1930 

RECEIPTS 
Balance brought forward, October 18, 1929 
Received from dues and sale of Year Books to date 

Total receipts  

1929 DISBURSEMENTS 

$1,952.92 
1,370.73 

$3,323.65 

Oct. 21—Amy Vernooy, post cards $ 14.50 
Oct. 21—Lansing & Broas, printing postals 3.60 
Oct. 21—J. W. Poucher, guest tickets, luncheon 5.00 
Nov. 8—Margaret DeM. Brown, photograph for Year 

Book  5.00 
Dec. 10—Jacob H. Strong, printing Year Book 274.00 
Dec. 18—A. V. Haight Co., binding Year Book 87.30 
Dec. 18—Envelopes for Assistant Treasurer 26.00 
1930 
Jan. 3—Amy Vernooy, honorarium, Asst. Sec. 25.00 • 
Jan. 3—Allen Frost, honorarium, Curator  25.00 
Jan. 3—Katherine B. Waterman, honorarium, Asst. 

Treas.  50.00 
Jan. 3—F. B. Howard, services, Year Book 278.40 
Jan. 3—Lansing & Broas, billheads  5.15 
Jan. 23—J. B. Robinson, refund, over-payment dues 1.00 
Jan. 23—Bertha M. Mapes, refund, over-payment 

dues  .50 
Jan. 23—F. B. Howard, postage  .25 
Feb. 5—Henry T. Lumb, refund, over-payment dues .50 
Feb. 18—Julia C. Olmsted, refund, over-payment 

dues  1.10 
Mch. 11—K. B. Waterman, postage and clips 1.92 
Apr. 29—F. B. Howard, m'free of Co11'ns, Vol. 4 1,071.60 

F. B. Howard, 300 boxes for Co11'ns, Vol. 4 25.60 
F. B. Howard, mailing copies of Vol. 4 22.46 

May 5—Lansing & Broas, envelopes, postals, notices, 
circulars and printing  33.65 

May 15—Amy Vernooy, postage  14.50 
Total disbursements  $1,972.02 

Balance on hand, May 16, 1930 $1,351.62. 
Balance in permanent account, $283.18. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KATHERINE B. WATERMAN, Assistant Treasurer.. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

Semi-Annual Statement 
of the Assistant Treasurer of the 

Dutchess County Historical Society 
October 17, 1930 

RECEIPTS 

Balance brought forward, May 16, 1930  $1,351.62 
Received from dues, interest and sale of Year Books  98.32 
Received from sale of Collections, Vol. 4  508.75 

Total receipts   $1,958.69 

DISBURSEMENTS 

1930 
May 23—W. Willis Reese, refund, guest tickets, 

luncheon  $ 10.00 
May 23—F. B. Howard, postage, Co11'ns, Vol. 4  1.08 
June 20—F. B. Howard, circulars   32.16 
June 25—J. W. Poucher, dues, State Historical As-

sociation and postage   5.00 
July 3—Amy Vernooy, honorarium, Asst. Sec.  25.00 
July 3—Allen Frost, honorarium, Curator  25.00 
July 3—K. B. Waterman, honorarium, Asst. Treas. 50.00 
July 15—F. B. Howard, services, Co11'ns, Vol. 4  5.10 
Aug. 4—Mary A. Hadden, pledge for Glebe House  100.00 
Aug. 19—Margaret DeM. Brown, 7 photographs for 

Year Book   35.00 
Aug. 19—F. B. Howard, postage, Co11'ns, Vol. 4  .79 
Sep. 8—Lansing & Broas, folders, cards and envel-

opes   20.20 
Sep. 23—Amy Vernooy, postage, pilgrimage   15.84 
Oct. 7—Franklin H. Seaman, carpentry at Glebe 

House   199.33 
Oct. 13—F. B. Howard, postage, Co11'ns, Vol. 4  1.21 

F. B. Howard, services, Co11'ns, Vol. 4  5.25 

Total disbursements  $ 530.96 

Balance on hand, October 17, 1930  $1,427.73 
Balance in permanent account, $314.55. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KATHERINE B. WATERMAN, 
Assistant Treasurer. 
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ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1930 

The first pilgrimage made by the 
Dutchess County Historical Society 
took place in 1917 and except in 
1919 one has been made each year 
since then. The pilgrimage of 
1930 was largely attended, the 
weather was propitious, generous 
hospitality was extended by Mrs. 
Zabriskie and by Dr. and Mrs. 
Miller and the day was greatly en-
joyed. Below are appended copies 
of the official program and of the 
addresses made. 

THIRTEENTH PILGRIMAGE 
Wednesday, September 17, 1930 

(or Thursday, 18th, if 17th is 
stormy) 

Daylight Saving Time 

PLAN OF PILGRIMAGE 
Upon invitation, the pilgrimage 

of 1930 is to be made to Blithe-
wood, the home of Mrs. Andrew C. 
Zabriskie at Annandale, and to 
The Grove, the home of Dr. and 
Mrs. George N. Miller at Rhine-
beck. Blithewood and The Grove 
are among the older residence-sites 
in Dutchess. They have been own-
ed and occupied by interesting peo-
ple. The grounds have long been 
under intensive cultivation. Pil-
grims are offered a day amidst 
exceptionally lovely surroundings 
where there is much to be learned 
about the history of the county. 

ROUTE OF PILGRIMAGE 
Morning Program 

At 9.45 a. m. pilgrims will as-
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semble on the Albany Post Road. 
The leader's car will park on the 
Flatts south of the village of Hyde 
Park, immediately opposite the en-
trance to the estate of Governor 
Roosevelt. 

Please be prompt. 
From the Flatts cars will proceed 

north on the Post Road at average 
speed of 30 miles an hour. 

At the center of the village of 
Red Hook turn left. 

At the river-road turn right. 
At 10.45 a. m. due at Blithe-

wood. 
Pilgrims will be received at the 

south door by Mrs. Zabriskie and 
will pass through the house and out 
to the north lawn. 

From the north porch a short 
talk will be given by Miss Helen 
Wilkinson Reynolds on the history 
of Blithewood, which will be fol-
lowed by an informal hour. 

At 12.30 p. m. leave Blithewood. 
From the gate turn right. 
Proceed south on river-road. 
At Rhinecliff road turn left. 
At 1.00 p. m. due at Rhinebeck. 

ATTENTION! 
Arrangement for Lunch 

By those who so desire lunch 
may be had at the Beekman Arms, 
Rhinebeck, at $1.00 a plate. Please 
note carefully the enclosed mailing 
card. 

Those who prefer the usual bas-
ket-lunch will find that the parking 
space provided is shady and that it 



will be comfortable to sit there for 
lunch. 

At the Beekman Arms there are 
parlors, dressing rooms, telephone, 
etc., open to all the party. 

There will be no speeches at the 
hotel. 

Afternoon Program 
At 2.45 p. m. leave Rhinebeck. 
Proceed east, through and be-

yond the village. 

18 

At 3.00 p. m. due at The Grove. 
Dr. and Mrs. Miller will receive 

the pilgrims at the west veranda 
and the pilgrims will assemble on 
the lawn. 

From the west veranda a short 
talk will be given by the Secretary 
of the Society, Dr. Poucher, on the 
history of The Grove, which will be 
followed by an informal hour. 

From The Grove pilgrims will 
disperse at convenience. 
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THE STORY OF BLITHEWOOD 
HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS 

Members and Friends of the Dutch-
ess County Historical Society: 

We are here today at Blithewood 
as the guests of Mrs. Zabriskie and 
it has fallen to my lot to tell the 
story of this old estate. 

As is true of most places, the 
real interest of the story lies in the 
people associated with the land, 
who they were and what they did, 
and from that point of view this 
narrative begins two hundred and 
forty-two years ago. 

Passing by the time when the 
Indian was in sole possession here, 
the first character in our tale was 
Pieter Schuyler (1657-1724), who 
in 1688 bought a tract of land in 
Dutchess County which was an un-
cleared wilderness. He was then 
a young man and a prosperous 
merchant in Albany and his pur-
chase in Dutchess was made at a 
time when there was widespread 
speculation in real estate in the 
valley of the Hudson and when 
many men in Albany and New 
York were buying and selling land 
as fast as they could and as much 
as they could. 

The tract in this vicinity that 
Pieter Schuyler bought had a 
frontage on the river that began 
at a point south of Barrytown and 
ran northward to a point above 
Tivoli and included the spot on 
which we now stand. He bought 
only to sell and he did find cus-
tomers quickly but, inasmuch as 
the land had not been surveyed, it 
was impossible to convey specific 

portions of it and so he sold it off 
in rights or shares. By 1725 three 
one-fourth rights in it were owned 
by three men,—Barent Van Ben-
thuysen, Barent Staats and Henry 
Beekman,—who in that year had 
a survey made and their three-
fourths of the land partitioned be-
tween them. One of those three 
man, Barent Van Benthuysen, took 
title under the partition of 1725 to 
the land we see before us. 

Barent Van Benthuysen was a 
Dutchman of the better class, a 
well-to-do and capable citizen. He 
had a mill on the Saw Kill, south of 
this estate, where there grew up a 
hamlet called Cedar Hill, and he 
had a large dwelling, north of 
Blithewood, where a road leads 
down to the river to Cruger's Is-
land. His holdings in land were 
extensive and he had several sons, 
to whom his lands passed after his 
death. His son, Garret, fell heir to 
this particular piece, which remain-
ed in his possession until 1795. 
Thus for seventy years (from 1725 
to 1795) this land was owned by 
the Van Benthuysens. 

In 1795 Garret Van Benthuysen 
sold two hundred acres of land to 
John Armstrong and those two 
hundred acres included the tract 
that now constitutes Blithewood. 
John Armstrong was a native of 
Pennsylvania. He had served in 
the Revolution, made his name well 
known and, after the war, had de-
cided to settle in the Hudson val-
ley. He married in 1789 Alida 
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Livingston of Clermont, Columbia 
County, and in 1790 his wife's 
mother, the widowed Margaret 
(Beekman) Livingston, gave to 
Mrs. Armstrong two mills on the 
Saw Kill, near here, which had 
been owned by Mrs. Armstrong's 
father, Robert R. Livingston of 
Clermont. 

It was in 1760 that Robert R. 
Livingston bought from three ef 
the Van Benthuysen family the 
water-power at the mouth of the 
Saw Kill and also a water-fall fur-
ther up the stream. He operated 
mills at those two points and when, 
in 1790, his widow deeded the two 
mills to her daughter, Mrs. Arm-
strong, the latter's husband took 
charge of them and lived near 
them. A map of this vicinity, 
made in 1797, shows a house 
marked: General Armstrong, north 
of the Saw Kill and west of the 
highway but I am uncertain of its 
exact location and what it was like. 
It may have stood within the first 
boundaries of Blithewood but more 
probably it was farther north, on 
the estate formerly owned by Ed-
win Bartlett and called Miramonte 
(See the Mountains), and it could 
conceivably have been the Van 
Benthuysen homestead. 

As an interpolation it should bo. 
added that in 1777 the mill at the 
mouth of the Saw Kill is said to 
have been burned by the British, 
in their raid up the Hudson, at 
which time a storehouse filled with 
wheat, that stood near the present 
railroad station at Barrytown, was 
also fired. In the nineteenth cen-
tury a quantity of the charred 
wheat was found when excavations 
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were made at the site of the store-
house. 

John Armstrong was a third 
type in our list of the former own-
ers of this soil. He was a man of 
Scotch descent, of the second gen-
eration in America, whose reputa-
tion was established for gallantry 
in the military field and who, about 
the time of his marriage, took 
charge of the mills that had come 
to his wife from her parents. In 
1800 John Armstrong was elected 
a Senator of the United States 
from the State of New York and 
in 1801 he sold this land, which 
now is called Blithewood, presum-
ably because of the new obligations 
he was assuming and because it is 
said that just at this time he went 
to Kingston for a while in order to 
put his children in the academy 
there. He served in the Senate 
from 1800 to 1804 and as Minister 
to Prance from 1804 to 1810. 

The next owner of the property, 
who purchased it in 1801, was Mrs. 
John Allen, born Mary Johnstone, 
and here we come upon one of 
those networks of relationship, 
which occur so frequently in 
Dutchess. Mrs. Allen's father was 
David Johnstone and his home, 
called Lithgow, in eastern Dutch-
ess, now the residence of Isaac S. 
Wheaton, was the objective of a 
pilgrimage made by this society a 
few years ago. Her brother was 
Judge John Johnstone of Hyde 
Park, whose home (called Belle-
field) was owned in later years by 
Thomas Newbold, a valued trustee 
of this society, whom we lost by 
death last year. Mrs. Allen's son, 
William Allen, married Maria C. 



Verplanck and lived in southern 
Dutchess near the mouth of the 
Fishkill. And there were inter-
marriages of Aliens and Living-
stons and Langdons and others 
which were too complicated to re-
hearse in such a paper as this. 

In Scotland the valley of the 
river Annan is known as Annan-
dale and the head of the Johnstone 
family was for many generations 
Earl of Annandale (the title now 
being dormant). According to tra-
dition among the relatives of Mrs. 
Allen it was she who first called 
this beautiful spot Annandale, in 
tribute to the ancient Scottish 
place-name and to the earldom held 
by the Johnstones. 

For nine years the original par-
cel of two hundred acres remained 
in the Allen family and then from 
1810 to 1833 it was owned and 
occupied by John Cox Stevens 
(1785-1857). In him a colorful 
individual stands before us, for 
John C. Stevens was one of the 
first and leading and influential 
amateur sportsmen of the United 
States. He loved yachts and hors-
es. And in the cove below this 
house he built two yachts: one 
called Trouble, the other Black 
Maria. He also had racing stables 
here and, according to the late 
John N. Lewis of Annandale, the 
upper curve of the race-course was 
where the chapel of St. Stephen's 
College now stands. Mr. Stevens 
founded the New York Yacht Club 
and was instrumental in having 
built the yacht: America, which in 
1851 won the famous cup (offered 
by the Royal Yacht Squadron) 
that Sir Thomas Lipton is at this 
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very moment trying to take back 
to England. 

Mr. Stevens's father, John Stev-
ens of Castle Point, Hoboken, N. 
J., was an engineer and inventor, 
whose record as such competes 
with that of Robert Fulton for hon-
ors in the development of the 
steamboat and who was also an en-
thusiastic botanist and amateur 
gardener. The son, John Cox Stev-
ens, probably came to this part of 
Dutchess County because his moth-
er was a Livingston, his wife was 
a Livingston and Chancellor Liv-
ingston had married his sister and 
all the members of that family-
connection were familiar with the 
beauties and advantages of this 
neighborhood, while the natural 
features of this particular location 
exactly suited the uses of amateur 
sport. 

Following John Cox Stevens the 
two hundred acres, the story of 
which we are outlining, were ac-
quired by John C. Cruger but were 
held by him for less than two 
years. In 1835 Mr. Cruger sold to 
Robert Donaldson, a Southerner 
then living in New York City, who 
made the place his home for eigh-
teen years and who struck a new 
note in the occupation of the land. 
It was in Mr. Donaldson's time 
that the name: Blithewood was 
given the place, a name suggested 
by the fact that the woods here-
abouts were—and are still—filled 
with birds and sweet with song in 
springtime. Mx. Donaldson's ap-
preciation of the birds and the de-
lightful name he gave his home 
agree with his great interest in 
laying out his estate so as to de-



velop its possibilities in landscape. 
Landscape architecture was very 
new in the northern states then 
and Andrew Downing was the lead-
er in its introduction. Mr. Donald-
son brought Mr. Downing to Blithe-
wood and together they improved 
the place with plantings, scenic 
vistas, walks, drives, etc. 

The entrance drive at Blithe-
wood is lined by white pine trees, 
which form an approach that is. 
rare in character and which is 
well worth attention and admir-
ation. The pines are understood 
to have been set out in two plant-
ings. When Mr. Stevens owned 
the place, that is: prior to 1833, a 
double row of catalpa trees bor-
dered the drive from the gate to a 
point about half, way to the house, 
where the older pines began and 
continued as at present. Tradi-
tion says that each year when the 
catalpas bloomed Mrs. Stevens 
gave a party. But when Mr. Don-
aldson acquired the property he 
removed the catalpas and put out 
the second planting of pines. Thus 
the pines near the house at present 
are over a century in age and 
those near the gate-house are near-
ly a hundred years old. 

Originally the river-frontage 
from Barrytown to Tivoli was rich-
ly wooded and, among the native 
trees left at Blithewood there is 
one on the north lawn, a soft maple 
of prodigious growth which should 
be carefully observed today by all. 

When Mr. Donaldson came to 
Blithewood he found on the place 
a building said to have been an ex-
ceedingly well constructed barn, 
which he made over into a dwell-
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ing. It was a frame structure, one 
and one-half stories high, and An-
drew Downing, in his book entit-
led: Landscape Gardening (pub-
lished 1841), shows a sketch of it. 
In the principle living room of that 
house there was a large oval win-
dow, looking toward the mountains, 
and a frame was placed around the 
glass so that when the room was 
entered the effect was created of 
a landscape hanging on the wall. 
From 1886 to 1889, while that 
house was the property of John 
Bard, several photographs were 
made of the interior, as well as 
several of the grounds, prints of 
which are now owned by Robert F. 
Livingston of Little Falls, New 
York. One of those photographs 
records that widely talked-of pic-
ture-window. 

In our gallery of portraits of the 
owners of this place we have now 
reviewed a speculator in real es-
tate; the Dutch family that occu-
pied and developed the land; the 
Revolutionary officer who operated 
the mills on the Saw Kill and went 
from here into public life; a fam-
ily, resident in the country near 
their many cousins; a well known 
enthusiast in sport; an amateur 
horticulturist, who beautified the 
grounds; and so, next, we come to 
a philanthropist. 

John Bard (1819-1899), a mem-
ber of the Bard family of Hyde 
Park, whose seat this society visit-
ed in 1928, bought this property 
from Mr. Donaldson in 1853. He 
had hardly entered upon the occu-
pation of his new home when he 
and his wife started a Sunday 
school for the children of the 



cinity. Out of the Sunday school 
grew a general congregation and 
an organized parish of the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church and, for 
that parish, Mr. Bard built the 
Church of the Holy Innocents. Out 
of the parish grew plans for a col-
lege and Mr. Bard gave the land 
for St. Stephen's, where we were 
guests last year. 

During Mr. Bard's ownership the 
place was again called Annandale 
(perhaps because of a connection 
between the Bard and Johnstone 
families). The name was gradu-
ally extended from the private es-
tate to include the adjacent neigh-
borhood and, finally, a post office 
was opened and called Annandale. 
But Mr. Bard eventually moved 
away and since 1899, when Andrew 
C. Zabriskie bought the place, the 
name: Blithewood has been used 
again. 

Mr. Zabriskie tore down the 
house that had been occupied by 
Mr. Donaldson and by Mr. Bard 

and built the present house and 
he, while he lived, did much to 
beautify the grounds, a work con-
tinued by Mrs. Zabriskie and which 
carries on the scientific and artistic 
efforts begun in the 1830's by Mr. 
Donaldson. 

It would be well for us to re-
member distinctly that Blithewood 
is one of the early examples of 
landscape-gardening in the north-
ern states of the Atlantic seaboard. 
Just as at Hyde Park, two years 
ago, we were privileged to enjoy 
one of the older pieces of turf in 
this country so, here, we note turf 
that has been under cultivation for 
a century and more. Here there 
is one of the most beautiful views 
of river and mountains to be found 
on the Hudson and which is far-
famed for its loveliness. 

Mrs. Zabriskie is offering Blithe-
wood today for our pleasure and 
we will now wander about inform-
ally, re-assembling at the call of 
the whistle. 
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THE STORY OF THE GROVE 
J. WILSON POUCHER 

This place was part of the Rhine-
beck Patent, granted to Henry 
Beekman in 1703 and was, with 
one exception, the last of the great 
land patents of this vicinity. The 
two great Patents, the Rombout 
Patent in Southern Dutchess and 
the Livingston Patent, partly in 
Northern Dutchess, were granted 
in 1865. Immediately after that 
there seems to have been rather a 
scramble for grants of land wher-
ever any was found to be unclaim-
ed. Peter Schuyler, brother-in-law 
of Robert Livingston, and at that 
time the first mayor of Albany, re-
ceived two separate grants in 1688, 
one in Rhinebeck and Red Hook 
and another at Poughkeepsie. Most, 
if not all, of these grants were ob-
tained for the purpose of land 
speculation and Henry Beekman 
(the Rhinebeck patentee who died 
in 1716) and his son, Henry Beek-
man, second, were residents of 
Ulster and more conveniently on 
the ground, as it were, and probab-
ly the most astute of these great 
landlords. It was not long before, 
in addition to their own large hold-
ings, they acquired by purchase 
much of the Schuyler land. 

"After the death of his father, 
Colonel Henry Beekman came ovcr 
here to live. He offered very easy 
terms to many of the sturdy Ger-
man Palatines, who came from 
West Camp, across the river, and 
from Germantown on the Living-
ston Manor. He donated sites for 
churches of different denomina-
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tions and in every way encouraged 
public enterprises. 

"He brought enterprising men 
like Caspar Landsman who built 
in 1710 and managed the first mill 
on the stream further down where 
Tracy Dows' Foxhollow Farm now 
is. He realized that farmers must 
have mills to grind their wheat and 
rye into flour for their families and 
fodder for their horses and cattle. 
As the settlement increased the 
Beekman-Livingston mill was built 
in the village in 1715. He sold 
land to enterprising men like Wil-
liam Traphagen, who built the first 
tavern in the village at the junc-
tion of the Post and Sepasco roads, 
the successor of which, the Beek-
man Arms, still stands to cater to 
hungry pilgrims, and to William 
and Peter Ostrander in whose 
deeds the first mention of the name 
"Ryn Beck" is made. The mill, the 
church, the tavern--all the ele-
ments for making up a village com-
munity, where the good burghers 
could get together with their grist 
of grain or talk of farm or state, 
where bashful young Derick and 
Gerrit could cast sheep's eyes at 
Grietje and Catrina, where the 
good housewives could meet on 
Sunday to exchange their gossip. 

"Among the solid men who came 
over from Ulster and acquired land 
in the Rhinebeck Patent was Jacob 
Rutsen, a cousin to Colonel Beek-
man. Catherine Beekman, daugh-
ter of the elder Henry Beekman, 
had married John Rutsen and it 



was their son Jacob and his wife, 
Alida Livingston, who first came to 
this beautiful spot to make it their 
home. Jacob was a grandson of 
the elder Beekman and Alida was 
a granddaughter of the first Lord 
of Livingston Manor and a grand-
niece of Peter Schuyler of Albany. 
and also a cousin of Henry Beek-
man. Her mother was Cornelia 
Beekman, sister of the Elder Hen-
ry. Here, about 1739, they built 
their first house, and in 1741 or 
'42 Rutsen built a stone mill on the 
stream where Dr. Miller's private 
bridge now is. This mill was torn 
down about 1858 after standing 
more than a hundred years. The 
house stood upon the hill above the 
mill. There was also a sawmill 
further up the stream at the upper 
pond. 

Jacob Rutsen died in 1746, 
leaving a son John, only three 
years old. The widow, Alida, mar-
ried for her second husband Henry 
Van Rensselaer. The boy, later 
known as Colonel John Rutsen, 
who inherited house and mill from 
his father, married, about 1767, 
Phebe Carman but, like his father, 
John Rutsen, only lived a few 
years after his marriage. He died 
in 1771 or '72 leaving two young 
daughters about one and three 
years old. John's widow, Phebe, 
married in 1779 Robert Sands and 
in due time there were in the fam-
ily five Sands children besides the 
two Rutsen girls. The elder Rut-
sen sister, Catharine, married 
George Suckley, of Rhinebeck. In 
1788 the younger sister, Sarah, 
married Philip Jeremiah Schuyler, 
son of General Philip Schuyler of 

Albany, and a distant cousin. AI-
most immediately after their mar-
riage the young couple began the 
building of this /mansion which 
was completed in the early 1790's 
and they named the place "The 
Grove" by which fitting name it is 
still known. The Sands family 
with their five children removed 
into a new home which they built 
about 1796 further down the hill 
and across the creek. 

Here the Schuyler family lived 
many years. Philip Schuyler's life 
was the typical one of the country 
gentleman of that period, admin-
istering his estate and that of his 
mother who had been "Sweet Kitty 
Van Rensselaer" of the Claverack 
Manor before she married General 
Schuyler. He served in the State 
Legislature and was member of the 
United States Congress, a major in 
the State Militia. Here were en-
tertained many of the distinguish-
ed men of the time including his 
father, General Schuyler, and his 
brother-in-law, Alexander Hamil-
ton. 

The anecdote is told of one of 
General Schuyler's visits that while 
walking about the lawn he found a 
walnut lying on the ground. "A 
squirrel must have dropped that," 
he remarked, "because there are 
no walnut trees near." He made a 
hole in the soft turf of the lawn 
with his cane, into which he pushed 
the walnut and, we are told by the 
members of the family that the 
magnificent walnut tree out there 
on the lawn before us is the result 
of that planting. 

Sarah Schuyler died October 
24, 1805, leaving six children. Mr.. 
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Schuyler later married Mary Anna 
Sawyer of Boston, who with two 
sons survived him. Mr. Schuyler 
died February 21, 1835, at the age 
of 67 years. During the later years 
of his life Mary Regina Morton, 
youngest daughter of one of Philip 
Schuyler's sisters, had been left an 
orphan and had made her home 
with her uncle here at "The 
Grove." She later married the 
Hon. William Starr Miller, who, 
about 1850, bought for his wife 
the old home she loved. At the 
death of her husband in 1854 Mrs. 
Miller came back to "The Grove" 
and made it her permanent home. 
She is said to have somewhat re-
modeled the mansion and beauti-
fied the grounds. She built and 
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gave to the village of Rhinebeck, 
Starr Institute, as a memorial to 
her husband. This gave to Rhine-
beck at an early date a public cir-
culating library and reading room 
with a public hall for civic purpos-
es, affording for this community 
advantages that very few even 
larger communities enjoy today. 

At the death of Mrs. William 
Starr Miller "The Grove" was in-
herited by our friend, Dr. George 
N. Miller, who was born here and 
who, with Mrs. Miller, are our 
hosts this afternoon and who have 
by their life work carried on in 
this community the constructive 
and upbuilding enterprises of their 
predecessors. 



NOTES ON THE ILLUSTRATIONS IN THIS 
YEAR BOOK 

In this issue of the Year Book pictures are presented of 
five water-falls in Dutchess County in the hope that when the 
members of the Historical Society motor past them they will 
stop not only to admire anew the natural beauties of the falls 
but also to think of them as part of the life of the people of 
Dutchess in the eighteenth century. The first in the series, 
the fall on the Vis Kil at Tioronda south of the city of Bea-
con, owned now by R. S. Tompkins and Company, where the 
mill of Madam Brett once stood, is easily accessible and known 
to many. Generally known too are the falls shown in the 
third and fourth views: the third being on the property of 
Dr. George N. Miller at Rhinebeck and the fourth, at Bloom-
vale, owned by Edwin C. Swezey, and both of them visible 
from the highway. The second and fifth views show falls that 
are off the main road and which so are less often seen. Of 
these, one records the place on the upper course of the Vis Ki! 
where Johannes DeWitt had a grist-mill, a saw-mill and a 
fulling-mill in the third quarter of the eighteenth century. He 
died between 1786 and 1792 but the property remained in the 
possession of his descendants until well on in the nineteenth 
century. One of his sons, Petrus DeWitt, graduated from 
Princeton in 1769, was ordained to the ministry of the Reform-
ed Dutch Church and served as pastor of congregations at 
Rhinebeck and Upper Red Hook in Dutchess and at Ponds, 
Bergen County, N. J. The site of the DeWitt mills is now 
owned by C. E. Carpenter, a member of this society. The 
waterfall on the Saw Kil, owned partly by Adolph Brose and 
partly by Robert E. Ludwig, is west of Rock City where the 
stream makes an abrupt turn in a deep valley and is reached 
by a side road. Robert Gilbert Livingston (born 1713, died 
1789) developed this mill-site in the middle of the eighteenth 
century. After his death it passed to his son, Robert G. Liv-
ingston, Jr., (born 1749, died 1791) , and then to the latter's 
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son-in-law, John Crooke (born 1771, died 1845) , who sold it 
after some twelve or fifteen years. In the nineteenth century 
title to the mill and the waterfall was held for many years in 
the Sheldon family. 

Beside the views of the waterfalls there are plates showing 
two houses, built at an early date. One is the stone house on 
the farm of W. V. Coe at North Clove in the town of Union 
Vale, which is said to have been built in 1740 by Nicholas 
Emigh. The name: Emigh does not occur in the census of 
Dutchess taken in 1714 but from 1717 to 1727, inclusive, the 
tax lists for the North Ward of the county record Necolas 
Eemeig as a resident there, his name being spelled also: 
Eemig, Emeig and Emegh. In those years Colonel Henry 
Beekman was bringing many Palatines into Dutchess to settle 
his lands at Rhinebeck so there can be no doubt that "Necolas 
Eemeig" was one of that group. His name disappears from the 
North Ward after 1727 but appears in the South Ward from 
1728 to 1738 and in Beekman Precinct in 1739 and after and 
it is to be supposed that either he or his son built the house 
shown in the plate. The camera was placed in such a way as 
to make the picture emphasize the relation of this small primi-
tive dwelling to the surrounding field and overshadowing west 
mountain and the plate clearly sets forth the isolated nature of 
the location of the home of a pioneer settler in Clove Valley. 

The other house pictured was built by Frederick Ham, who 
bought the land it stands on in 1745. The house and the fam-
ily acreage are now owned by John M. Ham, of the fourth 
generation of Frederick Ham's descendants and a member of 
this society. Family tradition says that the house was built 
in 1760 and its structural lines are admirably typical of the 
walls and roofs that were most often to be seen in Dutchess 
at the middle of the eighteenth century. The front door pre-
serves panelling characteristic of that time and the house re-
tains also original items in hardware, beams and finish. It is 
a quarter of a mile southeast of Washington Hollow on the 
road to Verbank. 

The picture of the old lady in the lace cap is of Mrs. Jacobus 
Sleight, who, as Elsie DeRiemer, twenty-two years old, eloped 
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Photograph by Margaret DeM. Brown 

MRS. JACOBUS SLEIGHT 

Born 1777. Died 1841. Daughter of Peter De Riemer of New York 
City and Poughkeepsie. At the time of her marriage in 1799 she was 
living in the Glebe House at Poughkeepsie. 

From a daguerreotype made in the mid-nineteenth century of a portrait 
painted in Mrs. Sleight's later life. Reproduced with the kind permission 
of the owner, David B. Sleight of Overlook Road, La Grange, Dutchess 
County. 
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with the man of her choice, his fault in the eyes of her parents 
being that he was too much older than she for their marriage 
to be suitable. The elopement took place from the Glebe 
House, Poughkeepsie, and the story of it is indissolubly con-
nected with that landmark. Elsie DeRiemer (born May 3, 
1777, died June 30, 1841) was a daughter of Peter De Riemer 
(1739-1814) of New York City who, in 1796, bought the farm 
at Poughkeepsie called the Glebe. The DeRiemer family was 
founded at New York by Isaac DeRiemer, who was mayor of 
the city in 1700. His son, Pieter, married Susanna DeForest 
of an old and respected Walloon family. Their son, Isaac, 
married Aeltje Wessels. Then came Steenwyck DeRiemer, 
who married in 1731 Cathrina, daughter of Nicholas Roosevelt, 
and they were the parents of Peter DeRiemer who moved from 
New York to Poughkeepsie. Peter DeRiemer married in 1763 
Elsie Babington, for whom their daughter, Elsie DeRiemer, 
was named. 
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HOW POUGHKEEPSIE WAS FOUNDED 

In the summer of 1930, in a collection of original docu-
ments of the colonial period which (by inheritance) are in the 
possession of Johnston Livingston Redmond of New York 
City and Tivoli, Dutchess County, there was found a paper 
which throws new light upon the manner in which the land 
now occupied by the city of Poughkeepsie was first cleared for 
settlement. Robert Sanders and Myndert Harmense Van den 
Bogaerdt of Albany took out a patent for land in Dutchess in 
1686 and the paper which has lately been recovered is a lease 
given by them for a tract of several acres that now forms a 
part of the site of Poughkeepsie. 

The lease given by Sanders and Harmense is written in 
Dutch and has been translated into English by A. J. F. van 
Laer, Archivist of the State of New York, and grateful ac-
knowledgement is made here to Mr. Redmond, the owner, and 
Mr. van Laer, the translator, for the privilege of presenting in 
this issue of the Year Book a copy of the translation. 

The date of the lease was June 9, 1687. It was drawn up 
and signed at the house of Myndert Harmense Van den Bo-
gaerdt in Albany by Sanders and Harmense as lessors and by 
"Balthus Barensz Cleeck" and "Henderyk Jansz Oostrom" as 
lessees, with mention of such others as might join the lessees 
in their undertaking. It provided that each man was to have 
forty-eight acres. "Balthus Barensz Cleeck" and "Henderyk 
Jansz Oostrom" were to take possession of the land on June 9, 
1687, but the actual lease was to begin on May 1, 1688, and to 
run for ten years. 

As possession began in the month of June the river must 
have been open and the weather mild and it is to be supposed 
that very shortly after the transaction on the ninth was com-
pleted the lessees set out from Albany by sloop, sailed down the 
river and disembarked on the beach of the little cove south of 
the mouth of the Fallkill. The cove was filled in in the nine-
teenth century and is now occupied by the yard of the C. N. 
Arnold Lumber Company. 
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Coming on shore from the sloop about west of the present 
railroad station at Poughkeepsie the pioneers of 1687 found a 
tract where white men had never lived. It was thickly wooded 
and was watered by a stream which those men of Dutch speech 
called the Val Kil (stream of falls) , because of the cascade that 
winds from the present lower Mill street, under the tracks of 
the New York Central Railroad down to the river. According 
to the terms of the lease each pioneer was to build a house 
twenty feet square, the walls of which were to be of stone and 
the roof to be covered with boards or shingles. Sanders and 
Harmense agreed to deliver one hundred pine boards to each 
tenant and nails as well and to pay for mason work. The cost 
of the hod-carrying was to be shared by lessors and lessees. 
The lessees were responsible for the digging of cellars and the 
hauling of stone, which was abundant at the place of settle-
ment. At an early date Albany exported in large quantities 
white pine lumber in the form of boards, planks, lath and 
shingles and it is therefore easy to see that those materials for 
building were brought down the river by sloop and deposited 
on the "strand" or beach at the place of use. Probably laborers 
were also brought down from Albany to work on the new 
houses during warm weather. 

By agreement each lessee was also bound to build a barn 
twenty-eight feet wide. Sanders and Harmense were to deliv-
er "on the strand" one hundred trees to each of the lessees and 
the latter were to plant orchards. It may be inferred that the 
lessees planned to bring cattle to their settlement for by the 
terms of the lease calves and cattle were to be kept out of the 
orchards in the first six years. 

On June 3, 1697 (before the above agreement had expired) , 
Sanders and Harmense gave to "Balthazer Van Cleake" a deed 
of conveyance for a tract of land that included a large part of 
the present city of Poughkeepsie. With the land the deed con-
veyed a house and a barn which, undoubtedly, were the build-
ings "Balthus Barensz Cleeck" had erected in 1687 in accord-
ance with the lease of that date. In 1702 Baltus Barents Van 
Kleeck (as he is now referred to) built a house that remainel 

standing until 1835 and which was probably placed across the 
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end of the earlier dwelling in such a way that the first house 
became the rear wing of the second. He died at Poughkeepsie 
in 1717 and his descendants for many generations have been 
associated with the city. 

What became of "Henderyk Jansz Oostrom" is not clear. 
A document dated June 15, 1691 (see: Poughkeepsie the Origin 
and Meaning of the Word, page 77) , says that "Hendrick Oos-
trand" and "Jan Oostrom" were then living at "Pockhapsing." 
The deed of 1697 to "Balthazer Van Cleake" mentions land 
"lately" in the possession of "Hendrick Ostrom". In 1707 

' "Jan Oosterom" bought a farm at Poughkeepsie where he con-
tinued to live for some years. There would seem to have been 
a confusion between "Oostrand" and "Oosterom" and whether 
the references are to one man or to two is a question. The 
name Oostrand (i.e. Oost Strand, meaning East Shore) sur-
vives in the Hudson valley as Ostrander and Van Nostrand. 
There is, also, in the Hudson valley the name Van Noostrand, 
derived from Noordstrand (North Shore) . Van Oostrum was 
a family name at Utrecht in the seventeenth century and may 
have been the source of the American name: Ostrom. 

The lease of 1687, quoted below, is illuminating not only in 
,connection with Poughkeepsie but in general for the Hudson 
valley as it shows how materials for building were assembled 
and how the wilderness was cleared by the pioneers at many 
-points along the river. As a record of real value to the com-
munity it is presented here in full. 

"LEASE OF THE LAND IN THE LANGHE RACK" 

*"Know all men whom it may concern that Robbert Zan-
dersz and Meyndert Hermens, lessors of the land lying in the 
Lange rack, called Minnesingh and Pochkeepsin, being land 
situated above the falls (de Val), lease the said land for the 
term of ten years to Balthus Barensz Cleeck and Henderyk 
Jansz Oostrom, as lessees, with their partners, being five, six, 
or more, strong, whom they trust will also come and live and 

* "Translated from a photostat copy of the original lease in the possession 
of Mr. Johnston L. Redmond of New York. Albany, N. Y., July 10, 1930. 

A. J. F. can Laer." 
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cultivate there; however, if the same should fail to do so, the 
aforesaid lessees shall not be obligated on their account. 

"The lessors promise to deliver to each of the aforesaid 
lessees (and of all the others who may come) twenty-four 
morgens' of land, with all the necessary free range (uytdrift) 
for their cattle and meadows (vallayen) to mow hay; these 
they must divide among themselves and all those who may 
hereafter come to live there are also to participate in the 
meadows. All the privileges which the lessors have by virtue 
of the patent thereof, the lessees and those who may further 
come to live there to cultivate are to enjoy likewise. The afore-
said patent demands a quit-rent of six bushels of wheat per 
annum, which all the farms there will have to bear [jointly] , 
each one in proportion, and no more. 

"The lessees promise and agree to build there each a house, 
twenty feet square, with bents and corbels as is proper, [the 
sills being] properly above the ground. The cellar is to be fif-
teen feet [deep], built of stone (klipsteen), the house, in the 
rear, [to rest] also on stone, but the lessors shall help to have 
the cellars built and shall provide a mason at their expense. 
The roof of the house is to be covered with boards and shin-
gles, but the nails for the shingles are to be provided by the 
lessors. 

"The lessees shall each plant an orchard of one hundred 
trees, but the lessors are to deliver the trees on the strand. 

"The lessees shall each build a barn, the floor [to be] twen-
ty-eight feet wide, with bents and corbels as required, the 
length [of the barn] being not stipulated. 

"At the expiration of the aforesaid ten years, the lessees 
must deliver the land and the orchard with a good and suffi-
cient fence, and whatever else has been erected becomes the 
property of the lessors. 

"The lessors shall deliver to each farmer one hundred pine 
boards, free on the strand, for which the lessees will not have 
to pay anything. 

1. One morgen—two acres. 
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"At the expiration of the term the lessees must each leave 
a sow on the farm or the land for the benefit of the lessors. 

"The lessees may sow ten schepels of wheat, or more (if 
the lessors think fit) , which the aforesaid lessors shall then be 
obliged to receive on appraisal, or each third sheaf which the 
lessors may take, at the option of the lessors. 

"The first six years no calves or cattle may be pastured in 
the orchards. 

"With all that is hereinbefore written the lessors and the 
lessees are well satisfied. Thefore, for the true performance 
thereof, each as far as he is concerned, they bind their re-
spective persons and properties, real and personal, present and 
future, subjecting the same to all courts and judges, provided 
and upon the express condition that the lessees on the date 
hereof may take possession of the aforesaid land, but that the 
aforesaid ten year lease shall commence on the first of May 
anno 1688; but if the lessors during the last year shall think 
it advisable to sow the vacant land, they shall be free to do so 
in the last fall or in the spring, according to their convenience, 
without being prevented from doing so by the lessees. 

"All this done without guile or deceit on the 9th day of the 
month of June, anno 1687, at N. Albany, at the house of the 
aforesaid Meyndert Hermansz, and in witness of the truth this 
is signed and sealed by both sides. 

"Note. The above mentioned cellars are to be dug by the 
lessees, who are also to haul the stone, but the hod-carrying 
shall be at the expense of the lessees and the lessors shall have 
the mason-work done at their expense. But in case the lessors 
fail to have the hod-carrying done, the lessees may claim one-
half of the wages of the hod-carriers from the lessors, who 
shall be obliged to pay the same. 

Robbert Sanders (L.S.) 
Meyndert Harmensz (L.S.) 
This is the mark of 
Hendryk Jansz Oostrom (L.S.) 
baltes barentsz (L.S.) 
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Signed, sealed and delivered in our presence: 
Hendrick Coyler 
Johannes de Wandelaer 

In my presence: 
J. Becker, Notary Public. 

Endorsed: Lease of the land in the 
langhe Rack. June 9, 1687." 

HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS. 
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Dutchess County Men of the Revolutionary Period 
COLONEL JAMES VAN PER BURGH 

Among the men who took an active part in the events lead-
ing up to the American Revolution and served with distinction 
during the whole long period of the war was James Van Per 
Burgh of Beekman. 

Shortly after 1700 his grandfather, Dirch Van Der Burgh 
of New York purchased several tracts of land in Dutches4 
County. One of those tracts was just south of what was then 
the village of Poughkeepsie. It extended along the river from 
where is now the Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery to about the 
Spackenkill, extending eastward to about Cedar Avenue, 
including what was recently the Hudson River Driving Park. 
His house stood approximately where Mr. John Van Benscho-
ten now lives. Another tract which he bought in partnership 
with Dr. Samuel Staats was along the Hudson River between 
the Hyde Park and Rhinebeck Patents. This he soon after 
sold to his partner, Samuel Staats. Dr. Staats' name is per-
petuated with us in the name of Staatsburgh and the cove 
along the river between Staatsburgh and Rhinebeck is still 
known as Van Per Burghs' Cove. 

Dirck Van Per Burgh never came to Dutchess County to 
live, but died in New York City in 1710 leaving his Poughkeep-
sie land to his son Henry, who settled here in 1712 and in a 
few years became a prominent and influential citizen. He 
must have been a young man, barely of legal age, because he is 
mentioned in his father's will, made in 1709, as a minor. He 
was one of the assessors for 1717-1718, a supervisor 1719-1721, 
and then County Clerk. He served in the Colonial Militia. He 
married Magdalen Ritter or, as she was known later, Magdalen 
Knight (the English translation of Ritter) . Henry Van Der 
Burgh died in 1750 leaving a large family. Two of his sons 
were destined to take quite prominent parts during the Revo-
lution, but on opposite sides. 

The elder brother Henry, born 1717, had followed in the 
footsteps of his father. He held important offices in Dutchess 
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VAN DER BURGH HOUSE 

Formerly at Poughquag in the town of Beekman, Dutehess County. 
Built before the Revolution. Torn down in 1860. 

From a pencil-sketch, made by Caroline Wheeler (a great-grand-daughter 
of Colonel James Van Der Burgh) shortly before the house was razed. 
Reproduced through the courtesy of the present owner of the sketch, Mrs. 
David S. Lansden of Quaker Hill, Dutchess County. 





County under the Colonial Government and at the beginning 
of the Revolution was Justice of the Inferior Court, a warden 
of Christ Church, of which the Rev. John Beardsley was rector 
and Bartholomew Crannell also a warden. His sympathies 
were strongly Loyalist and so they remained. He used his 
"best endeavors to suppress the rebels in their evil designs." 
He was arrested and banished to New Hampshire. He was 
recalled after several months and offered the oath of allegiance 
to the cause of the Colonies, which he refused. He was then 
placed on board a prison ship lying in the Hudson River where 
he was kept more than three months. When the British fleet 
came up the river in 1777 he, with the other Loyalist prisoners, 
was taken off to be sent to Boston but he escaped and lived in 
the woods near his home for some time, but, he says, "owing 
to age and infirmaties" he was obliged to surrender. He was 
then, with his wife (Sarah Van Kleeck), his two daughters, 
Sarah and Hester, and two grandchildren and with wearing 
apparel, bedding and provisions for the trip, in company with 
the Rev. Mr. Beardsley and Bartholomew Crannell, sent to 
New York on the sloop of Capt. Robert North under a flag and 
delivered within the British lines. His moveable property was 
confiscated and sold. He says he sold his real estate at a great 
sacrifice. In 1783 he went with the Rev. Mr. Beardsley, Bar-
tholomew Crannell and five thousand other Loyalists to the 
mouth of the St. John's River in New Brunswick where they 
founded the city of St. John's, living for some time after their 
arrival in tents. Two of his sons served as officers in the 
British army and two as storekeepers. 

The Van Der Burgh family, though Dutch in name, has a 
tradition of having lived in England for several generations 
where some of its members had been highly successful and 
honored and, consequently, had become so attached to its in-
stitutions that when the dissentions arose which finally led to 
the war of the Revolution, so strong were their sympathies 
and convictions of loyalty that they suffered expatriation, loss 
of their property and even the severance of family ties rather 
than bow to a situation which they could not conscientiously 
accept. While we need not detract one single whit from the 
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reverent admiration which we hold for our gallant and patri-
otic forefathers, time—more than a century and a half—has 
softened our prejudices and enabled us to appreciate that the 
motives and convictions that actuated their Loyalist brothers 
may have been just as sincere and honest as their own. 

James Van Der Burgh, the subject of this sketch, born Sep-
tember 4, 1729, twelve years younger than his brother Henry, 
grew up to young manhood in the same well-regulated family, 
probably receiving the same education and surrounded by the 
same influences. Their neighbors were the Van Benschotens, 
Forts, Frears, Livingstons, Van Kleecks and other early 
Poughkeepsie families. He married, September 29, 1753, Mar-
garet, daughter of Bartholomew Noxon of Beekman, where he 
had recently removed from Poughkeepsie. Here he purchased 
a tract of land and on the road leading from Poughquag to 
Gardiner Hollow built the first substantial dwelling house in 
that vicinity. It was built of stone and wood with a broad, 
covered verandah across the front. The basement contained 
quarters for slaves. This house remained standing over a cen-
tury, having been torn down in 1860. 

Here he engaged in farming and also kept a general store. 
He was active in the civil and military life of the county, serv-
ing several terms as assessor and supervisor of Beekman. 
When in 1775 the War of the Revolution was fast becoming in-
evitable he ardently espoused the cause of the Colony and was 
commissioned Lieut-Colonel of the Fifth Regiment, Dutchess 
County Militia, and became Colonel in 1778 (March 10) . He 
was a deputy to the third Provincial Congress, 1776, which 
ratified the Declaration of Independence. He was active dur-
ing the whole period of the war both as Colonel of his regi-
ment and in the management of public affairs. He with his 
regiment took an active part in the building of fortifications 
and forts in the Highlands and in their defense. He was a 
Justice of the Peace for many years. 

He held the friendship of Governor George Clinton and 
General Washington. In his diary for May 1781, General 
Washington mentions the fact that he was the guest at the 
house of Colonel Van Der Burgh May 18 while on a trip to 
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New England and again on his return May 25. 

Margaret Noxon whom he married in 1753, died August 8, 
1767. She was the mother of seven of his children: 

Henry, born Feb. 28, 1756. 
Bartholomew, born Nov. 8, 1757. 
James, born Oct. 26, 1759. 
Elizabeth, born Oct. 26, 1759. 
Magdalen, born July 5, 1761. 
Peter, born Mar. 5, 1763. 
Stephen, born Jan. 4, 1765. 

In October 1767, he married Helena Clark, who survived 
him and who was the mother of eleven children: 

William, born Aug. 18, 1768. 
Margaret, born Apr. 26, 1770. 
Richard, born May 26, 1772. 
Gabriel, born Aug. 20, 1774. 
Egbert, born Aug. 20, 1776. 
Clarissa, born Mar. 25, 1779. 
George W., born May 24, 1781. 
Paulina, born Dec. 5, 1783. 
Almira, born Dec. 20, 1785. 
Federal, born May 11, 1788. 
Caroline, born Feb. 2, 1793. 

Colonel Van Der Burgh, like his father and brother, was a 
strong adherent to the Church of England and the history of 
the Episcopal Church in Dutchess County shows that he was 
active in establishing a church in Beekman. He died April 4, 
1794 in his 64th year and is buried in the family burying 
ground on his own farm. His gravestone bears a Masonic em-
blem which shows that he was a member of that order. His 
wife, Helena Clark, who survived him twenty-six years is bur-
ied beside him. 

Ten years after the death of Colonel Van Der Burgh the old 
homestead at Poughquag was offered for sale as the following 
notice in the Poughkeepsie Journal of July 1, 1807, shows: 
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FOR SALE 

The following Valuable Property. 
A FARM containing one hundred acres, situate in 

the town of Beekman, and county of Dutchess, late 
the property of Colonel James Vanderburgh, de-
ceased, on said farm, is a large convenient dwelling 
house, and store-house, that has been occupied for 
forty years. Payments made easy. A view of the 
premises will be its best recommendation. Possession 
given the first day of April next, for which an indis-
putable title will be given by the subscriber on the 
premises. 

GEORGE W. VANDERBURGH. 

June 21st, 1807. 

Colonel Van Der Burgh's two eldest sons served as officers 
in the Fifth Regiment, New York Continental Line, Henry as 
Captain and Bartholomew as Ensign, and both were highly 
commended for bravery and meritorious services by General 
James Clinton, their brigade commander. When near the close 
of the war the Fifth New York Regiment was mustered out 
both Captain Henry and Ensign Bartholomew joined the 
Second New York and were among the last of the men to be 
mustered out of the army of the Revolution. There is a tra-
dition in the family that Captain Henry once swam the Hudson 
amidst a hail of enemy bullets and that his bullet-riddled coat 
and hat were kept as mementoes until destroyed by moths. 

Another of the Colonel's sons, George Washington Van Der 
Burgh, became prominent in later years in the State Militia 
and was a Brigadier-General. George W. was born about the 
time of General Washington's visit and was named in his 
honor. 

Some time ago I asked Miss Mary Van Der Burgh, a great-
granddaughter of Colonel James and a granddaughter of Gen-
eral George, to give me some of the reminiscences which she 
might recall of them and I am including them in this article. 
Miss Van der Burgh writes. 
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A story persists in all branches 
of the Van der Burgh family that 
the first ancestor here married a 
Lady-in-waiting to Queen Ann and 
brought her to this country as a 
bride, thus accounting for the fact 
that the family were members of 
the Church of England and, as old 
documents show, they wrote Eng-
lish better than many of the early 
time. 

My great - great - grandfather, 
Henry Van der Burgh, was promi-
nent in Dutchess County. He was 
Collector for Southern Dutchess in 
1715, Clerk 1717-1740 and Super-
visor 1717  Colonel James 
Vander burgh, son of Henry, was 
my great-grandfather. He was a 
delegate to the Congress in 1776. 
His first wife was Margaret Noxon 
and his second wife was Helena 
Clark. There were eighteen chil-
dren. I am the last living great-
grandchild of the Colonel. 

Ludlow Van der Burgh was the 
only one of the Colonel's sons of 
whom I have any recollection per-
sonally. Two sons, at least, were 
in the war with the Colonel, Henry, 
a captain and Bartholomew, an 
ensign. I think both sons are bur-
ied in the family burying ground 
at Poughquag, which I am anxious 
to see preserved since it is owned 
by people not interested in the his-
tory of the county. 

It was to Bartholomew that the 
Colonel willed his sword (see wills 
on record here). Tristram Coffin, 
also a descendant, tried in vain to 
trace the sword. 

My grandmother Van der Burgh 
said that once when the Colonel 
was ill the Tories attempted to 
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capture him but his wife, Helena, 
barricaded the door with a heavy 
bed-stead and with the help of the 
slaves defended him so well that 
they gave up the fight. 

The Colonel was a Mason, as the 
symbols on his gravestone show. He 
owned nine hundred acres of land 
in Poughquag and as much more 
in surrounding counties. (See 
will). 

I believe the Colonel furnished 
much of the equipment for the reg-
iment. The muskets were stored 
in the attic of the old house for 

years and the younger children of-
ten played with them. Uncle Lud-
low shot one of the negro boys and 
killed him in play but nothing was 
ever done about it. 

The Colonel, on one of LaFay-
ette's visits, took him to ride, when 
LaFayette remarked that the coun-
try looked much like his farm in 
France (LaGrange), hence, La 
Grangeville. I am glad to know 
that they are leaving off the 
"ville". 

The Colonel was such an enthus 
iastic Federalist that he named his 
youngest son Federal. 

When the old house at Pough-
quag was torn down (1860) Ben-
son J. Lossing went there and ap-
pealed in vain to the then owner 
to spare it. The piazza was gone 
and the old well and sweep, but 
Lossing made a drawing of it and 
let my aunt have it to have a 
daguerreotype made. The Lossing 
drawing appears in Smith's History 
of Dutchess County. Washington, 
Rochambeau and LaFayette were 
entertained there. 



Old Deyon (really Diana), whose 
gravestone appears in the family 
enclosure, was a slave who refused 
to take her freedom when they 
were set free. My older cousins 
remembered her and delighted in 
her stories. Deyon said that when 
Washington stayed there at night 
they kept his horse in the basement 
in the slaves' quarters so that it 
would not be stolen by the Tories. 
She said that next to the Colonel, 
Washington was the greatest man 
that ever lived! She made her 
home with Gabriel Ludlow Van der 
Burgh, a son of the Colonel. When 
Uncle Ludlow and Aunt Margaret 
were themselves too old to care for 
her she came to us and my mother 
cared for her until she died. All 
she asked for a lifetime of faithful 
service was to be buried in the old 
burying ground with the family she 
loved. No one knew her exact age, 
but it was about 100. She wore a 
gay plaid turban, a short gown and 
petticoat, and loved to smoke up 
the kitchen chimney. 

When the old house was demol-
ished John James Van der Burgh 
(Ludlow's son) went through the 
Colonel's desk and the trunks in 
the garret and burned all the cor-
respondence and papers without 
investigating them. I believe he 
said afterward that he regretted 
doing so. 

There is an oil painting of Hel-
ena Clark, the second wife of the 
Colonel, now in possession of Mrs. 
David Lansden, who has the old 
Albert Akin place at Quaker Hill. 
The picture used to be exhibited in 
the summer when the Quaker Hill 
people have their annual exhibit of 
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antiques at the Akin Library. Mrs. 
Lansden was Dolly Van der Burgh, 
a great-great-grandaughter of the 
Colonel. Her winter home is in 
Cairo, Ill. 

The old tea vine still persists in 
growing by the side of the road, 
having taken its last stand there. 
Grandma Van der Burgh said it 
grew as a vine up one side of the 
house and during the tea squabble 
they brewed tea from the leaves. 
It is really Labrador Tea in the 
flower books. 

The youngest son of the Colonel, 
Dr. Federal Van der Burgh, is des-
cribed in Judge Hasbrouck's his-
tory of Dutchess County but the 
fact is omitted that he became so 
interested in homeopathy that be 
went to Germany and studied with 
Hahnemann after studying here. 
Many years ago an old lady in New 
York City, who had been a patient 
of Dr. Van der Burgh's, told me he 
was among the first doctors in the 
city to take up homeopathy. Old 
Pompey, a brother of Deyon'z, 
drove for Dr. Van der Burgh as 
long as he was able to hold the 
reins. 

My father's cousin, Charles Cotes-
worth P. Cooper told me that his 
father, Colonel John Cooper 
(training days), said that Colonel 
Van der Burgh stopped with Wash-
ington at the old Stone House 
(now Post Office, Stone House) be-
tween Poughquag and Pawling 
when they tried various feats of 
strength and that Washington and 
Daniel Woodin were the only men 
in the crowd who could lift a bar-
rel of flour from the ground, that 
Washington was exceedingly strong 



and had the largest hands he ever 
saw on a man. 

Perhaps something can be done 
to preserve the old Stone House to 
posterity. John Whittick who own-
ed it when I called there once, told 
me that it was built by an Utter 
or a Woodin, but I knew he was 
wrong and asked Mr. Cooper. He 
said positively that it was built by 
a Van Scoy. I wish this might be 
known and correction made. By 
the way, the New York City famil-
ies call themselves Van Scoy, but 
spelt it Van Schoick. 

Gabriel Ludlow Van der Burgh 
was named for an assiciate warden 
in the Church of England here. 
Another son the Colonel named for 
his friend Egbert Benson. The lat-
ter died young and unmarried. The 
Colonel intended him to study law 
with his namesake. 

My grandfather, George Wash-
ington Van der Burgh, passed a-
way before I was born and my 
father, James Van der Burgh, 
when I was three years old. Gen-
eral Washington visited the Colonel 
on his way to a nearby Connecti-
cut town May 18, 1781. He stop-
ped again on his return May 25, 
1781. My grandfather had been 
born the night before, May 24, 
1781, and Washington named him 
and gave him his silver knee buck-
les for his name. 

I have heard many stories of my 
grandfather, George W. Van der 
Burgh. I give them as you asked 
for them. Like his brother, Lud-
low, he was a famous hunter and 
fisherman. He used to get a large 
wagon with four horses with an 
iron frame-work in front of the 
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wagon strung with bells. With 
friends, dogs and guns, every one 
knew from afar that the "General" 
was off on a hunting trip. In fact 
he went "with bells on" as we mod-
erns would say. It was said that 
he could tell the best story, sing 
the best song, was the best shot 
and the best dancer in the county. 

A daft, old woman who used to 
go about the county sleeping wher-
ever night overtook her, had a sick 
dog which she continually carried 
in her arms. They tried to per-
suade her to put the dog down 
when the General intended to shoot 
it. Failing to persuade her, he 
finally shot the dog in her arms, 
hurting only her feelings. 

Cousin Charles Cooper told me 
than once when they were in Con-
necticut "training" and the Gen-
eral and other officers were riding 
across the field in their gala dress, 
gold lace and epaulets, and my 
grandfather had a gorgeous red 
silk sash heavily fringed, an old 
white-haired darkey who had been 
sitting on a fence watching them 
suddenly started across the field to 
my grandfather, with tears of joy 
running down his cheeks, crying, 
"0, Marse George! Marse George!" 
The General got down from his 
horse and hugged the old man, 
much to the dismay of his shocked 
brother officers to whom he ex-
plained: "Gentlemen, that old man 
held me on his knee and told me 
stories and cared for me all my 
childish years. I couldn't disap-
point him by riding by him." 

I'm afraid he wasn't much of a 
disciplinarian. The training was 
really serious and when they were 



in camp in the spring the men 
wanted him to let them go home, 
representing that it would mean 
serious loss to them unless they 
went. The General tried to get 
permission but the red tape pre-
vented speedy action. Many of 
them were poor farmers. They 
finally were so urgent in their de-
mands that they wrought on his 
sympathies until he told them to 
go and he would take the conse-
quences. He was disciplined and 
had to forfeit $1,000. George 
Washington Van der Burgh was a 
member of Assembly in 1822. 

The Colonel had a general store, 
as did his son George Washington 
Van der Burgh, and his son James 
(my father) followed in the same 
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place, same methods, sold liquor 
also, as did all country stores in 
those days. General George W. 
lost three farms by endorsing notes 
for friends. For three generations 
they carried the poor people on 
their books during the winter. If 
they could pay in the spring and 
summer, all right, if not, the ac-
counts were crossed off. But the 
family fortunes had waned so that 
when these tactics had been pur-
sued to the third generation little 
remained of the prosperity that 
once had been. 

General George W. and his son 
James both died young, compara-
tively, and with them the male line 
of this branch of the Van der 
Burgh family. 



REMINISCENSES 

Written by Janet Livingston 
Widow of General Richard Montgomery 

With an Introduction and Editorial Notes by 
John Ross Delafield, A. M., LL. B., D. S. M. 
Brigadier-General, Ordnance Reserve, U. S. A. 

INTRODUCTION 

The writer of the following letter of biographical reminis-
cences was Janet Livingston, widow of Major General Richard 
Montgomery, and her brother to whom she addressed it was 
the Honorable Edward Livingston, who was twenty-one years 
younger than herself. The copy from which the principal part 
of the text is taken was written, probably by a niece of Mrs. 
Montgomery, in a fine delicate hand, in a small leather covered 
book measuring less than three by four inches in size. Though 
not dated, it seems from the context that Mrs. Montgomery 
composed it in 1820. Edward Livingston had the original Mss 
at Montgomery Place after he inherited the property under his 
sister's will. On his death, at Montgomery Place on May 
twenty-third, 1836, it no doubt went to his widow, Louise 
Davezac, for it is still there preserved with other original 
papers and letters in the charter room. There also is the 
original letter of 4 July, 1820, which is copied at the end of the 
little book. She seems to have permitted a number of copies 
to be made, for there are still two ancient copies besides a first 
draft of the manuscript in Mrs. Montgomery's handwriting 
with the manuscript which she also wrote. The copy in the 
little book came to her husband's niece, Janet N. Tillotson, 
daughter of Dr. Thomas and Margaret (Livingston) Tillotson. 
Miss Tillotson married Judge James Lynch, and her daughter, 
Julia M. Lynch, married the Reverend Stephen Olin, whose son 
Stephen Henry Olin, inherited the book. After his death his 
widow, Emeline Harriman, gave it in 1930 to Margaret Dows 
Thyberg, daughter of Tracy Dows and Alice T. Olin, who was 
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the daughter of Stephen Henry Olin by his first wife. So 
while the little book has had many owners, yet all were de-
scended from one of the sisters of Janet Montgomery (the 
writer) and of Edward Livingston, to whom it was addressed, 
and all have lived much of their lives not far from the places 
where Janet and Edward and their forefathers had their 
homes. 

Mrs. Margaret Thyberg has generously permitted its pub-
lication so that it may not be lost to future generations. It is 
of interest to many, for though there are no descendants of 
Janet Montgomery or of Edward Livingston, there are a great 
number who trace descent in some line from one or more of 
their brothers and sisters. 

Mrs. Montgomery omitted from the final manuscript a 
number of sentences and paragraphs which she had written 
in the original draft. The more interesting of these have been 
added in this printed copy, short lines being placed before 
and after them. 

The oldest of the eleven children of Judge Robert R. Liv-
ingston and Margaret Beekman, his wife, Janet Montgomery 
was born at Clermont, Columbia County, New York, her 
father's country estate, on August twenty-seventh, 1743. The 
births of her sisters and brothers followed, and her mother 
was busy with the care of her increasing family and the men-
agement of her household and great estates, which fell in 
some measure to her, as her husband was occupied and often 
away from home in the performance of his duties as a judge 
of the Supreme Court. This was indeed a great estate, for 
Clermont contained 13,000 acres with many tenants and the 
growing problems of a great landed proprietor of those times. 
The household too was a large one, befitting the master of 
this territory who also held high official position, for, besides 
paid servants, it contained a number of negro slaves. Her 
father was an only child as was also her mother, so that Janet 
was much with her grandparents, both with her grandfather, 
Robert Livingston, and Margaret Hawarden, his wife, who 
lived at Clermont, and with Colonel Henry Beekman and 
Gertrude Van Cortlandt, his second wife, who lived at Kips-
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bergen near Rhinebeck, about twelve miles south of Cler-
mont on the easterly banks of the Hudson River. Her win-
ters were generally spent in New York City. 

Social position and the long distances that separated the 
houses of the gentry, and having no near cousins, caused her 
to be much with older people during all but the cold winter 
months spent in New York. These facts make the views ex-
pressed in her letter more easy to understand. 

On July twenty-fourth, 1773, at the age of thirty, she mar-
ried Captain Richard Montgomery, late of the 17th Infantry 
Regiment of the British Army. He was born in Swords, Coun-
ty Dublin, on December second, 1736, and was, therefore, 
seven years older than she. He had resigned his commission 
on account of failure to secure a majority and had come to 
New York in 1772 intending to devote his life to husbandry. 
With this in view he purchased a farm of sixty-seven acres at 
Kingsbridge, New York, the house on which was destroyed 
during the Revolution, when the Continental Army built Fort 
Independence on the General's land near the house. 

His letter, also preserved at Montgomery Place, asking 
Judge Robert R. Livingston for the hand of his daughter 
reads: 

Kings Bridge, 
May 28th. 

Sir • 
Tho' I have been extremely anxious to solicit your appro-

bation together with Mrs. Livingstons, I have nevertheless 
been hitherto deterred from this indispensable attention by 
reflecting that from so short an acquaintance as I had the 
honor to make with you, I could not flatter myself with your 
sanction in a matter so very important as to influence the fu-
ture welfare of a child. I therefore wished for some good 
natured friend to undertake the kind office of giving a favour-
able impression—but finding you have already had intimation 
of my desire to be honored with your daughters hand and ap-
prehensive lest my silence should bear an unfavorable con-
struction, I have ventured at last to request Sir, that you and 
Mrs. Livingston will consent to a union which to me has the 
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most promising appearance of happiness from the lady's un-
common merit and amiable worth—nor will it be an inconsid-
erable addition to be favoured by such respectable characters 
with the title of son, should I be so fortunate (paper torn) to 
obtain your approbation to the ha (paper torn) a beloved 
Daughter can claim any (paper torn) with tender Parents. I 
hope hereafter (paper torn) some title (paper torn) stepson. 

I am 
with great respect 
your most obedient servant 

Richd Montgomery. 
After his marriage he lived for a time in a small house in 

Rhinebeck which is still preserved, and having with his wife 
purchased a large farm, long known as Grasmere, south of the 
Landsman's Kill near Rhinebeck, was engaged building the 
house upon it when the war of the American Revolution came 
on. He was chosen a delegate to the first Provincial Congress 
of New York and later appointed by Congress a brigadier gen-
eral in the Continental Army and made second in command 
of the expedition to Canada. General Schuyler having be-
come ill and General Montgomery having been promoted to 
the grade of major general on December fifth 1775, he suc-
ceeded to the command of the expedition, and with a deplet-
ed force of about 800 men, attempted to storm Quebec and 
was killed while leading the charge on December thirty-first 
of the same year. Mrs. Montgomery never entirely recover-
ed from the shock of this sudden parting from her husband 
after two years of happy married life. There were no chil-
dren to help console her. He was indeed well suited to be 
her mate and companion; for he came of an old and dis-
tinguished family, had been educated at Trinity College, 
Dublin, and gained knowledge of the world from service 
abroad in the army, not only in America, but also in the West 
Indies. 

After her husband's death, Mrs. Montgomery completed the 
house at Grasmere and lived there much of the time until a 
few years after her mother's death. Then about 1804, having 
built a new house on the bank of a bay in the Hudson River, 
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south of where the Sawkill flows into it, she moved there. This 
is the mansion house at Barrytown near Annandale, named by 
her Chateau de Montgomery and since known as Montgomery 
Place. Here she lived until her death on November sixth, 1828. 

Mrs. Montgomery was fond of her family and particularly 
of her youngest brother, Edward, to whom she by her will 
gave Montgomery Place. Her house was hospitable and her 
pleasure was in having her many friends and members of her 
family with her, and in visiting them in return. She traveled 
about the country visiting Philadelphia and Baltimore and 
other principal places, and also visited her husband's sister, 
Sarah, the Countess of Ranelagh, at the Viscount's estate in 
Ireland. This visit may have been made because General 
Montgomery in his will had requested that help be given his 
sister and her large family. In any event, Mrs. Montgomery 
invited one of the sons to return to America with her, and, 
until his death, treated him as an adopted son, even intending 
to leave all her property to him, as appears from a copy of an 
old will made by her and still preserved at Montgomery Place. 
The notice of his death in the Poughkeepsie Journal reads as 
follows: "Wed., Feb. 22, 1815. At the Chateau de Montgomery 
on the 15th the hon. William Jones, sixth son of the late 
Lord Viscount Ranelaugh, in his 36th year." 

The stories of her forefathers which she writes for her 
brother, were gained by tradition and hearsay. This explains 
the inaccuracies in some of the details. These are, however, 
covered in the footnotes, which also give further information 
about some of the persons mentioned in her letter. 

JOHN ROSS DELAFIELD. 
August 30th, 1930. 
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REMINISCENCES 

Having passed through many 
strange scenes in my life, my little 
journal of the past, should I have 
courage and life to finish it, for I 
am now in my seventy-sixth year, 
may one day when I am gone, in-
terest you, my dear Brother, and 
recall to memory her who always 
loved you with a love surpassing 
woman's love. Nineteen years 
younger than myself, you know 
little of my youthful years, and in 
truth they are little worth recount-
ing unless connected with the char-
acter of our ancestors with whom 
I lived, and from whom I heard 
anecdotes which none living I be-
lieve can recount. You will smile 
when you read the trifling tales, 

1. Margaret Hawarden was the 
only one of the three children of 
Thomas Hawarden and Catherine 
Bedlow, his wife, who lived to grow 
up. She was baptized at the Dutch 
Reformed Church in New York City 
on July thirtieth, 1693, and there 
married Robert Livingston, third son 
of the first Lord of the Manor of 
Livingston, on November eleventh, 
1717. Their only child was Judge 
Robert R. Livingston, the father of 
Mrs. Montgomery. Thomas Hawarden 
was, according to the Visitations, one 
year old in 1665. His brother next 
older than he, also called Thomas, 
had died in infancy in 1662. His old-
est brother John, four years old in 
1665, inherited the family estates. 
Their father, John Hawarden of 
Appleton in Widnes, Lancashire, born 
in 1633 died 1667 had married Anne, 
daughter of William and Anne Mere 
of Mere, Cheshire. These Hawardens 
of Widnes were an ancient, wealthy. 
and respected armigerous family. 
They clung to the Catholic faith and 
suffered great losses in consequence. 
Their names appear frequently on 
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and yet as everybody cannot go 
back to their great grandfathers, I 
have a pride, an honest pride I 
hope it is in knowing they were of 
high worth and honest men. From 
infancy I became a favourite with 
my father's mother,1 unfortunate-
ly, as I was spoiled by indulgence. 
She was a melancholy but a sensi-
ble woman: the first thing that 
strikes my memory was her tears; 
often has she lulled me to sleep on 
her bosom by her tales of sorrow 
taken from the Bible, or perhaps 
the incidents of her own life—the 
fate of Joseph has cost me more 
tears than ever his father shed at 
the sight of his many-coloured 
coat. With this tender parent I 

the recusant rolls of the county. The 
priesthood was a favorite calling for 
the younger sons, and Thomas Ha-
warden's younger brother William, 
born 1666, became a priest and long 
officiated under the name Mere as 
such in private chapels in Lanca-
shire. Even in New York Thomas 
Hawarden held to his faith, and in 
1696, with his friend Major Anthony 
Brockholes, also of an old Lancashire 
family, and eight others he was pub-
licly listed as a Roman Catholic. He 
acquired a good deal of land by pat-
ent and purchase, including one hun-
dred and seventy-five acres at Wood-
bridge, New Jersey, which he bought 
in 1698 of Jean Vauquellin, widow of 
Robert Vauquellin, the engineer. 
Thomas Hawarden's will dated in 
December 1700 was proved in New 
York on February seventeenth 1703. 
By it he left what appears to have 
been a considerable estate to his wife 
and daughter. His widow Catherine 
Hawarden, married Dr. Samuel 
Staats at the Dutch Reformed 
Church, New York, on May seventh 
1709. 



lived until my twelfth year, when 
her sudden death changed my 
destiny. I was taken home to my 
parents. My excessive grief for 
her loss made me think hardly of 
every restraint that was properly 
imposed upon me; but it is not of 
myself, it is only of this loved par-
ent whose every word and every 
story was implanted in my breast, 
that I would speak. Suffer me to 
rehearse her history, and that of 
her family, it will account for 
tears and melancholy. 

My grandmother's grandfather 
on her mother's side was an East 
Indian of immense wealth, his 
name was Bedlow.2 A book which 
fell into his hands describing 
America as a paradise induced him 
to turn his face to this country. He 
arrived in New York, a gentleman 
and very rich. The colony was just 

2. The entry of the marriage on 
May sixteenth, 1653 of this Bedlow in 
the records of the Dutch Reformed 
Church of New Amsterdam, which 
also gives the place of his origin and 
that of his wife, reads: "Isaac Beth-
loo. Van Calis in Vranckryck, en 
Lysbeth Potters, Van Batavia in 
Oostindien." Her father, Cornelius 
de Potter, had apparently come from 
the East Indies with his wife and 
family shortly before this date,—a 
man of some wealth and the owner 
of negro slaves. The baptisms of 
their children appear later in the 
records of the same church: (1) Isacq, 
son of Isacq Bedlo and Elisabeth de 
Potter on January eleventh 1662, 
sponsors Johannes Van Brug and 
Anna Stuyyesants; (2) Catalina (Kath-
erine), daughter of Isaack Bedloo and 
Elisabeth de Potter on May twenty-
second 1664, sponsors Jacques Casjou, 
Jackobus Backer, Catharina Roelofs; 
(3) Pieter, son of Isaac Bedlo and 
Elisabeth de Porter on July thirty-
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ceded to the English who sent out 
Cornbury (a poor lord and with no 

other view but to enrich himself) 
as the Governor. Governor Corn-
bury gave our ancestor the victual-
ling of the fleet. My lord did him 
the favour to allow him to advance 
money to expedite the business. 
With much hospitality he lived with 
the great. My lord was so inti-
mate with his friend Bedlow that 
he often took his breakfast at his 
palace. One morning as usual he 
stepped in and asked for his friend. 
His lady said he had not yet ap-
peared, but she would go herself 
and see for him. She entered his 
apartment and found him dead. 
My lord staid not a moment but 
while the family were in the great-
est affliction he sent for all the 
agents books. They were sent and 
when time had enabled Mrs. Bed-

first 1667, sponsors Mr. Gerrt Van 
Trycht and Elsie Thymens; (4) Maria, 
daughter of Isaac Bedlo and Elisa-
beth de Potter on November third. 
1699, sponsors Johannes de Peyster 
and Bedloos-Suster tot Middleburg: 
(5) Francois, son of Isaac Bedlo and 
Elisabeth de Potter on December 
twenty-second 1672, sponsors De Hr 
Francois Lofle, Gouvneur, and Fran-
cois de Laval. Bedlow also owned 
lands in the Province of East New 
Jersey not far from those of his son-
in-law, Thomas Hawarden, at Wood-
bridge. In a record dated 1660 he 
was called "Sieur Isaac Bedloo." He 
was an alderman 1668-1671, and Cap-
tain of the Third Militia Company in 
1672. He owned a considerable a-
mount of real property in New York 
including Bedlow's Island on which 
the Statue of Liberty now stands. 
He died intestate in February 1673, 
and his widow married "Pieter de 
Lanoy," young man from Haarlem, 
on April twenty-second 1680. 



low to look into her affairs she 
asked for a settlement. The an-
swer of this Governor was when 
she could produce her accounts 
they would be settled. To obtain 
her books was impossible and all 
entreaty vain—ruin followed. Poor 
Mrs. Howarden her daughter be-
came a widow shortly after and 
left with her only child (my dear 
parent) in very moderate circum-
stances instead of having the for-
tune of a princess.3 But Mrs. How-
arden was a woman of strong 
mind, fine sense, and not easily 
subdued by fortune. She lived to 
a great age. My. father was ex-
tremely partial to her, and no one 
could better distinguish merit. 
When I was three months old, she 
died surcharging me with blessings. 
Had the incessant prayers of these 
pious relatives availed, could I 
have undergone the miseries I have 

3. This anecdote is confused in 
some way, probably in the identity of 
the persons mentioned, for Lord 
Cornbury fi rst came to New York on 
May third, 1702. He was, it is true, 
the most dishonest and rapacious 
Royal Governor that New York ever 
had. He did not hesitate to misap-
propriate and embezzle large sums of 
the public moneys, and to behave in 
the most arbitrary and tyrannical 
way. On being relieved as Governor 
in 1708, he was immediately seized 
and imprisoned for his debts, which 
he paid off on the death of his father 
whom he succeeded as the third Earl 
of Clarendon. Isaac Bedlow the 
grandfather of Margaret Hawarden, 
wife of Robert Livingston, had died 
in February 1673, long before Lord 
Cornbury was appointed Governor. 
At this time Colonel Francis Love-
lace was the Royal Governor of the 
,Colony of New York. 
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endured? Yet as I have great faith 
in pious prayers, I flatter myself 
they are extended to another 
world, and then the retrospect of 
the past will be little worth. Do 
you recollect the answer to your 
Mother's prayer for you? She 
said it came to her with power 
"With long life will I honour him" 
and she immediately ended the sen-
tence "And grant him thy salva-
tion." It is for you to say Amen! 

Would you know more of your 

ancestors? I can detail more to 

you. My grandmother told me of 

her marriage and of a circum-

stance which moved my wonder. 

She was persuaded by some girls 

older than herself to go to a for-
tune teller. After the girls were 

satisfied the old woman looked at 
her with some surprise and asked 
if she would not hear hers she 
shrunk abashed—the woman per-
sisted, and told her she would be 
wedded to a Dutch-Scotchman and 
if she chose she would shew his 
face to her in the glass—her flight 
was instantaneous — fear gave 
wings to her feet—yet however ab-
surd the prediction was literally 
fulfilled and a Dutch Scotchman4
was her husband, and suffer me to 
go farther back. It is a retrograde 
business, but it is necessary to my 
story. 

4. This was Robert Livingston. 
the first of Clermont, born July twen-
ty-fourth, 1688, and died at Clermont 
June twenty-seventh, 1775. He was 
the third son of Robert Livingston, 
first Lord of the Manor and of Alida 
Schuyler, his wife. 



MY great grandfather5 was a 
young Scotchman, then a student 
in the Temple, who having an Uri-

cle6 in this country (who was also 
my mother's grandfather and had 
married the only daughter of the 
great Quidas as the Indians called 
him by whom he was adored) came 
over at this uncle's request and 
was established by him in Albany 
as a lawyer. And since I have told 
you of a Fortune-teller you must 
allow me to speak of a more re-
spectable person, a prophet. This 
gentleman (Mr. Van Rensselaer) 7
was the proprietor of an immense 
tract of land near the city, he held 
it under the Dutch who were the 
first proprietors of the Colony. As 
Holland was esteemed as the land 

•of their fathers, it was usual te 

5. This was Robert Livingston, 
the nephew, born in Scotland, son of 
James Livingston, an older brother 
of Robert, the first Lord of the Man-
or. He married on August twenty-
sixth, 1697, Margarita, daughter of 
Pieter, son of Philip Schuyler. Their 
third child was Janet Livingston. 
baptized November twenty-four, 1703, 
who married Colonel Henry Beek-
man, and whose only child was Mar-
garet Beekman, the mother of Janet 
(Livingston) Montgomery and of her 
ten brothers and sisters. 

6. This was Robert Livingston, 
born December thirteenth, 1654, died 
October first, 1728, first Lord of the 
Manor of Livingston and father of 
Robert Livingston the first of Cler-
mont. He married on July ninth, 
1679 Alida, daughter of Philip Pie-
terse Schuyler and widow of Rever-
end Nicholas Van Rensselaer at Al-
bany. She was the aunt of the Mar-
garita Schuyler who married Robert 
Livingston, the nephew. 

7. The Reverend Nicholas Van 
Rensselaer arrived in New York from 
Holland in 1674 to become Director of 

visit it frequently. In one of these 
visits met with Charles II, a wan-
dering king, without a crown, with 
a prophetic spirit he told him he 
would be recalled to the throne of 
England. "In that case Sir" said 
the king "Ask from me what you 
please. I will give it." Mr. Van 
Rensselaer returned home, Charles 
was, recalled, and again the old 
gentleman crossed the ocean, the 
king recognized him, he asked for 
a confirmation of his patent, and 
what was singular the king remem-
bered his promise which he was 
not apt to do and gave the grant 
which the family hold to this day.8
The prophet returned, but in such 
bad health that he foresaw his 
death. He was advised to go to 
his family at Albany, to this he 
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Rensselaerwyck in place of his 
brother Jeremiah, who had died on 
October fourteenth of that year. As 
already stated, he died in November 
1678. He married on February tenth. 
1675, Alida, second daughter of Philip 
Pieterse Schuyler and Margarita van 
Slichtenhorst, his wife. After the 
death of Nicholaas, his widow, Alida, 
on July ninth, 1679, married Robert 
Livingston, first Lord of the Manor. 
The Directors of this manor were 
like the stewards of English manors 
who cared for them and carried on 
the government in the absence of the 
Lord. At this period the Patroons 
of Rensselaerwyck lived in Holland 
where their great estates required 
their presence. 

8. This story is told by George W. 
Schuyler, a careful and conscientious 
writer, in Colonial New York, as fol-
lows: 

"It is time to return to the person-
al history of Rev. Nicolaus Van Rens-
selaer, fourth son of the first patroon, 
who married the second daughter of 
Philip Schuyler. He received a lib-
eral education in the schools and uni-



answered "I will go, but although I 
shall see my house, I shall not en-
ter it." When he arrived at Al-
bany he was so ill that he was tak-
en to the first house on shore, 
where attended by his wife and 
family, he died. In his last mo-
ments he requested his family to 
send for a lawyer to make his will. 
His brother-in-law Mr. Schttyler, 
sent for my great grandfather, Mr. 
Robert Livingston, who being in-
troduced was preparing to write 
when the old prophet casting his 
eye upon him, begged his brother 
to apologize as he should not write 
his will. The brother amazed tried 
to reason with him, but in vain, the 
gentleman was dismissed and an-
other lawyer sent for; his wife in 
deep sorrow asked why he had 
been so capricious, with a solemn 
voice he replied "That man will be 
your husband."9 Whether this pre-

versities of Holland with the inten-
tion of becoming a minister of the 
Word, but began his tour of Europe 
before he took his theological degree. 
In England he was received with 
kindness and consideration. He had 
an audience of King Charles II, who 
presented him a snuff-box containing 
his miniature. This was done in 
memory of their acquaintance in Hol-
land when the king was an exile. 
Van Rensselaer had cheered him by 
declaring, on one occasion, that he 
would be restored to the throne of 
England. This was interpreted as a 
prophecy, the fulfillment of which he 
now witnessed." 

The Rev. Nicholas Van Rensselaer 
had then not yet visited America. His 
brother, Jeremiah Van Rensselaer, 
was the Director of Rensselaerwyck 
and continued such until his death in 
1674, when the Rev. Nicholaus came 
to America and served as such until 
his death in 1678. During all this 
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diction made the match or that it 
was formed in Heaven is a point I 
undertake not to decide, but cer-
tain it is she became his wife, and 
this Dutch lady was the mother of 
my grandfather who was literally 
a Dutch Scotchman. At the age 
of nine years he was sent to Edin-
borough to receive his education 
which being completed, he was 
sent to the Temple in London and 
returned to New York where he 
married the only child of Mrs. 
Howarden, my melancholy parent. 
Thus much for the verity of the 
fortune teller, and here I would 
remind you of a singular circum-
stance which happened to you 
when a child at school on which I 
have often pondered. My great 
grandfather Howarden was an 
English merchant. Soon after the 
birth of his child he went on busi-
ness to London where he died. 

time the senior line of the family, 
who were the Patroons or Lords of 
Rensselaerwyck, continued to resid: 
in Holland governing through the 
Directors they appointed. 

9. There is a not unreasonable 
confusion here between the two Rob-
ert Livingstons, uncle and nephew. 
It was Robert, son (not grandson) of 
Reverend John Livingston who mar-
ried Alida, the daughter of Philip 
Schuyler. And it was Robert Liv-
ingston, the nephew, grandson of 
Reverend John, who married Mar-
garita, daughter of Pieter Schuyler, 
the great Quidor, beloved and respect-
ed by the New York Indians. Neith-
er Alida Schuyler nor Margarita 
Schuyler were only daughters, both 
had sisters. It was Alida, the wife 
of Robert Livingston the first Lord, 
who was the widow of Reverend 
Nicholas Van Rensselaer, not Mar-
garita Schuyler whose only husband 
was Robert Livingston, the nephew. 



Little of his connexions came t3 
my knowledge, except some affec-
tionate letters written in serious 
sorrow which my parent treasured. 
When the British were captured a 
Captain Howarden took such a 
fancy to you, that he offered to 
take you home, and as he was very 
wealthy he promised to make your 
fortune. From this I would infer 
that the power of blood has more 
influence than we imagine. 

This Mr. Livingston took out a 
patent joining the Prophet's of 
160,000 acres which was converted 
into a Manor with all manorial 
rights. He sent a member to tho 
Assembly and is known to this day 
by Livingston's Manor—Callendar 
House. Robt. Livingston had by 
his wife four sons and two daugh-
ters. Philip, John, Robt., and Gil-
bert. On Philip the Manor was en-
tailed cutting off, however, a hand-
some slice which he also entailed 
on his third son Robt. John died a 
batchelor and a soldier.9b 

Gilbert married our great grand-
father Beekman's sister by whom 

9b. John was in fact the oldest 
son, born 26 April, 1680. He was 
named after his grandfather Living-
ston in the Dutch manner just as his 
next brother was named Philip after 
his grandfather Schuyler. John Liv-
ingston married Mary the only child 
of John Winthrop, the younger, the 
governor of Connecticut. He died 19 
February 1720 without issue and be-
fore his father so that the manor 
descended to his next brother Philip. 

he had a large fortune. Our grand-
father Robt was sent to Eden-
brough for his education, at nine 
years of age, after which he finish-
ed it at the Tempel in London. 
When he returned he married Miss 
Howerden—as she had been told 
—they had only one son who was 
our father Robt. R. Livingston. 

Philip the Lord of the Manor had 
Robt. Henry, John, Peter Van 
Brugh, Philip and William. Philip 
was a man of handsome abilities—
a good Republican and was very 
conspicuous in the American Revo-
lution—William was great at the 
Bar and remarkable with great 
good sense and a drollery. He bore 
a large share in our revolution and 
died Governor of Jerseys. He was 
a firm friend of our father and to 
be distinguished by him was a 
proof of his merit. Amongst many 
drole things that I have heard him 
repeat, one may amuse you. One 
of his tutors at college had given 
him some offense—he was a man 
remarkable for an uncommon large 
nose. William Livingston made 
one of parchment and when called 
on to recite this nose was put on to 
the astonishment of the master and 
the students. The rage of the first 
may easily be imagined. He was 
ordered to remove it, but in vain 
—he said if there was any law in 
college to prevent a man keeping 
his nose warm he would take it off. 
This nose he wore six weeks to the 
horror of the tutor who at length 
was brought to very humbling con-
ditions. He married a lady whom 
his family did not approve of*, and 

*NOTE: This was Susannah, daughter of Philip and Susannah (Brock-
holies) French. They were married in the year 1745. 

55 



appeared before his mother so mel-
ancholy that she insisted on know-
ing the cause. He told her he had 
committed something so dreadfull 
that he durst not mention it. In 
terror the mother guessed every-
thing. "No" was the answer. At 
length she said you have commit-
ted murder. "No" he answered. 
"I am married". The poor lady in 
joy "is that all"—and was par-
doned. 

To go further would tyere you 
and myself, besides you know more 
of the present generation than I 
and the Livingston family have 
branched out so widely that the 
People of Israel can only equal 
them. 

Of your ancestors in Scotland I 
can say very little. All I know 
was that they 'were attached to the 
Stewart family and lost their titles 
and estates by being loyal subjects. 
Lord Livingston lost his head on 
the block, but his Lady being an 
heiress preserved her fortune. 

All our family have heard, of 
Parson John10 whose life is still 
with us in his own handwriting. 
His fame as a preacher was so 
great that the crowd who attended 

10. The Reverend John Livings-
ton, born at Kilsyth, Sterlingshire, 
Scotland, on June twenty-first, 1603, 
died at Rotterdam in August, 1672, 
and married at Edinburgh on June 
twenty-third 1635, Janet, the oldest 
daughter of Bartholomew Fleming. 
They had fifteen children, of whom, 
James, the father of Robert Livings-
ton, the nephew, was the ninth, and 
Robert, the first Lord of the Manor, 
was the fourteenth. 

him no house could contain. One 
circumstance deserves to be relat-
ed. At the age of nineteen he was 
expected to preach. He put his 
notes in his pocket—or thought he 
did. On his way to his appoint-
ment he had to ascend a hill, when 
at the top he saw such an immense 
body of people in the vale below 
that he was about to turn back, 
and, to add to his alarm he found 
he had lost his notes, the following 
passage which he took for his text 
was powerfully applied, "Have I 
ever been a barren wilderness to 
thee?" 

A sense of duty led him on, and. 
it is said, three hundred were con-
verted under his sermon that day. 
Whether he was one of the perse-
cuted, I know not; all that is re-
corded Is that he embarked with 
some of his congregation in three 
ships for America—that they were 
several months at sea—adverse 
winds attended them—their provis-
ions failed, and they agreed to fast 
and pray three days, and if the 
wind did not change, they would 
return. The winds did not alter, 
and they returned to Scotland. His 
grandson was more fortunate. He 
arrived in America, married the 
only daughter of the great Philip 
Schuyler,11 so well known as a 
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11. This was the Pieter Schuyler, 
who helped to obtain the charter for 
and was the first Mayor of Albany. 
He was the oldest son of Philip Piet-
erse Schuyler and Margarita Van 
Slichtenhorst, his wife, and a brother 
of Alida Schuyler who married Rob-
ert Livingston first Lord of the Man-
or of Livingston. He was born on 
September seventeenth 1657 and died 
February nineteenth 1724. He mar-
ried first in 1681 Engeltie (Angelica) 



statesman and a man of probity 

and courage. He was the agent 

for numerous tribes of Indians; his 

power over them was so great that 

a word from him commanded their 

submission. He took several of 
their sachems to England, present-
ed them at court, where they were 
entertained by the nobility. His 
memory is still cherished, and 
even in my youth I have seen num-
bers crowd to see a full-length por-
trait of him. The moment they 
approached it they fell on their 
knees, calling out "Quider! Qui-
der!" never being able to pro-
nounce his name. His only daugh-
ter married the first Mr. Robert 
Livingston, our mother's grand-
father,12 who, finding himself 
handsomely settled, sent for his 
nephew, who, coming over as I 
have related, married the Proph-
et's widow and became our father's 
grandfather. She lived to the age 
of ninety-six—was a remarkably 
stately woman, and must have been 
very handsome, as even at this age 
she bore the marks of it. She left 

Van Schaick and their first child was 
Margarita who married Robert Liv-
ington, the nephew, on August twen-
ty-sixth 1697. He was chairman of 
the New York board of commission-
ers of Indian affairs, and was espec-
ially respected and loved by the Iro-
qpis and other New York Indians. 
He held high rank in the military 
forces and in 1691 commanded the 
-army of Colonists and Indians who 
defeated the invading French and 
Indians from Canada. He took five 
Chiefs with him to England in 1709 
.at which time he declined an offer of 
knighthood. He served as President 
of the Council and Acting Governor 
-of the Colony of New York in 1720. 

three sons—James, John and 

Thomas. Her daughters were 

Janet and Angelica.13 Janet was 

married to our grandfather Beek-

man.14 She died in her twenty-

first year, and left two children—
Henry and Margaret. Henry soon 
followed his mother, and Margaret, 
our mother, became heiress to a 
large estate and something very 
handsome from her grandmother 
Livingston. 

Would you know more of your 

ancestors? You must allow me to 

account for the information I am 

able to give by talking of myself 

and my distresses. Why I should al-

ways have been a favorite with old 

people, I am still at a loss to con-

jecture, having nothing prepossess-

ing in person and wild and thought-

less in mind. Yet so it was, and 

my grandfather on my mother's 

side ever gave me a preference and 

took me to live with him when I 

57 

12. Here the confusion between 
the two Robert LiN,-ingstons and their 
Schuyler wives occurs again. Janet 
Montgomery's mother's mother was 
in fact Janet, the daughter of Robert 
Livingston the nephew. This Janet 
had died in 1725 during her twenty-
second year. 

13. It was Margarita, wife of Rob-
ert Livingston, the nephew, who lived 
to the age of ninety-six and who had 
children James, John, Peter, Angel-
ica and Janet. There was no son 
Thomas, either in her family or in 
that of Robert Livingston, fi rst Lord 
of the Manor. 

14. Colonel Henry Beekman. Jr., 
whose home was at Kipsbergen near 
Rhinebeck. 



could be spared from home.15 Of 
him I ought to say everything that 
such a character claimed, but you 
must have heard of his worth from 
a thousand voices, and I must oc-
casionally repeat what I have 
heard. To describe my establish-
ment at this old house will be very 
ludicrous, but to me it was a seri-
ous business. Figure to yourself 
my old parent, very deaf and al-
most deprived of sight sitting in 
the great chair, filling his pipe and 
calling for Miss Janet to read the 
newspaper. His constant word was 
"Omit nothing, child," begin with 
the high and low water mark, th2 

15. This was Colonel Henry Beek-
man, Jr. son of Colonel Henry and 
Johanna (Loper) Beekman. His moth-
er Johanna was the daughter of Cap-
tain Lieutenant Jacob Loper from 
Stockholm, and Cornelia Melyn from 
Amsterdam, his wife. Henry Beek-
man was born on January second, 
1688 and died at his residence it 
Kipsbergen, near Rhinebeck , New 
York, on January third, 1776. He 
was buried in the cemetery of the 
Low Dutch Church at Rhinebeck. He 
fi rst married, date unknown, Janet 
Livingston, daughter of Robert Liv-
ingston the nephew and Margarita 
Schuyler, his wife. She was baptized 
November twenty-fourth, 1703, and 
died twenty-ninth of October 1724. 
He married, secondly in the Dutch 
Church in New York City, on October 
twenty-first, 1726, Gertrude Van Cort-
landt, born October seventh 1688 and 
died in 1777. daughter of Stephanus 
Van Cortlandt and Gertrude Schuyler 
his wife. 

He was a free holder in Ulster 
County, 1701. He was appointed 
Sheriff of New York City in 1728 and 
again in 1729, 1730, 1731, 1732 and 
1733. As a compliment he was grant-
ed the freedom of New York City on 
October fourteenth, 1731. His ap-
pointment as Sheriff was as High 
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price of flour and wheat etc. not 
an advertisement left. This was 
my daily task, at first not pleasant; 
but I loved my parent, and was sat-
isfied to add to his enjoyments. I 
began sometimes, almost choked by 
the vapor of the blessed pipe, and 
rose with half a voice. The little 
history of his family is so curious 
that I think it of consequence to 
mention it. His father came from 
Holland, certainly a gentleman, as 
he was descended from a famous 
admiral, who fought and conquered 
jointly with the English fleet in the 
time of Queen Anne.16 She pre-
sented him with a white rose, that 

Sheriff for both the City and County 
of New York. In December, 1737, he 
was Colonel of the Dutchess County 
regiment of militia, and probably con-
tinued as such for years being men-
tioned as colonel in 1748. He was 
elected to the General Assembly in 
1716, upon his father's death, repre-
senting Ulster County until 1726 and 
from 1726 to 1758 representing Dutch-
ess County. He served in the 17th 
to 27th Assemblies, inclusive. 

By his first marriage to Janet Liv-
ingston he had a daughetr, Margaret 
Beekman, born February twenty-
second, 1724. On December seventh, 
1742, she married Robert R. Livings-
ton of Clermont, later Justice of the 
Supreme Court. She died July fi rst. 
1800. By his second marriage he had 
a son, Henry Beekman, baptized 
December seventh, 1729, and died 
young. His second wife, Gertrude 
Van Cortlandt had no other children. 

16. It was his grandfather, Wil-
liam Beekman, born April twenty. 
eighth, 1623, son of Hendrick Beek-
man, who came from Holland and 
who was indeed a gentleman by fam-
ily and training. He was not, how-
ever, descended from a famous ad-
miral so far as now known, and cer-
tainly not from one who fought in 
the time of Queen Anne who reigned 



is part of his seal and is still in the 
family.17 My mother, being an 
heiress, having a right to have her 
arms quartered with her husband's. 
Hen held lands to a great extent. 
Almost every deed in the county 
of Delaware was signed with his 
name, yet he was content to live 
as a farmern in the town of Eso-
pus, where his house still stands. 

from 1702 to 1714. Perhaps this con-
fusion about Queen Anne arose from 
the fact that Janet's ancestor, Pieter 
Schuyler, had taken Indians abroad 
and introduced them at the Court of 
Queen Anne. 

17. There is here some error for 
the roses in the arms of Beekman 
have always since the earliest known 
date been gold , not silver or white. 

18. It was Colonel Henry Beek-
man, Senior, who married Joanna 
Loper, who lived at Esopus, and was 
the father of Colonel Henry Beek-
man, who married Janet Livingston. 

19. In this Mrs. Montgomery was 
mistaken, for Henry Beekman, Sen-
ior, was in command of the militia 
of Ulster County for a number of 
years, finally attaining the rank of 
Colonel in 1701 and became County 
Judge of that county in 1695. He 
was a member of the General Assem-
bly at various times from 1691 to 
1715, representing both Ulster and 
Dutchess Counties. He was baptised 
In the Dutch Church in New York 
City, March third 1652 and died in 
1716. 

20. Probably her opinion of the 
education and learning of her grand-
father, Colonel Henry Beekman, Jr., 
was formed by Janet Montgomery 
through knowing him only as a par-
tially blind old man. He had indeed 
been a man of prominence. He was 
High Sheriff serving both for New 
York City and New York County 
from 1729 to 1733. As a compliment 
the freedom of New York City was 
granted to him in 1731. He was 
elected to the General Assembly of 
the Colony of New York in 1716 and 
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He had two sons—William and 
Henry. William was highly educa-
ted, but died in his twentieth year.. 
My poor grandfather had a blem-
ish on his face, and had only the 
common rudiments of learning.20
Yet his mind was capable of sound 
reasoning, with the gentlest heart 
in nature. Of his mother he told 
this extraordinary tale :21 She was 

continued to serve in it until 1758, 
representing Ulster County until 1726 
and then Dutchess County until 175R. 
He was Colonel of the Dutchess 
County regiment of Militia in 1737 
and 1748 and probably longer. 

21. This was not his mother but 
his grandmother Cornelia, daughter 
of Cornelis Melyn who had come to 
New Amsterdam in 1638 and obtained 
the grant of the Patroonship of one 
half of Staten Island in 1640. In 1643 
the colony he had established on Stat-
en Island was raided by the Indians 
and the houses burned and people 
killed or driven away. He was bap-
tized at Antwerp on September sev-
enteenth 1600 and was last found 
mentioned living at New Haven in 
1662. In 1659 at Amsterdam in con-
sideration of 1500 guilders he sur-
rendered his patroonship of Staten 
Island to the Dutch West India Com-
pany. He had been a leading man in 
New Amsterdam, but was from the 
first involved in quarrels with Gov-
ernor Kieft and later with Governor 
Stuyvesant. 

He had at least five children, who. 
came with him and his wife Janne-
ken from Amsterdam. Jacob and 
Mary both of whom married; and 
Cornelia who married on June thir-
tieth 1647 Jacob Loper, Captain Lieu-
tenant, being a young man from 
Stockholm, as her first husband, and 
Jacob Schellinger as her second hus-
band on April seventh 1653. She had 
issue amongst others Johanna Loper 
who married Colonel Henry Beek-
man, Senior, as her second husband 
on June fifth, 1681. She was the. 
mother of Colonel Henry Beekman, 

• 



daughter to a gentleman who had 
a patent for all Staten Island. 
There he lived, surrounded by his 
tenants and friends. At the age of 
nine years she was so impressed by 
a dream that the place was in 
flames, that by constant tears and 
entreaty to be taken to New York, 
she at length prevailed on her par-
ents to take her there; and when 
they would have persuaded her to 
return, nothing would prevail. She 
stayed, and a few days after every 
person was murdered and every 
house burned. This was done by 
the Indians, the cause of which was 
a young squaw longed for some 
peaches in a farmer's garden, she 
took them and the brute of a farm-
er fired and killed her. This was 
called the Peach War. Thus my 
great grandmother became, heiress 
to an island, not one foot of which 
our family ever claimed. My moth-
er's mother, as I have before said, 
was daughter to the first Livingston 
that came to this country, the un-
cle to the first Lord of the Living-
ston Manor, and who married the 
Prophet's wife. This lady died 
very young, and I was called after 
her, which might be another reason 
for my grandfather's partiality for 
me. After her death he married a 

Junior, and therefore grandmother of 
Margaret Beekman who married 
Judge Robert R. Livingston. There 
was also another brother and sister 
living in May 1684 when Jacob Melyn 
made a petition which mentioned a 
brother and three sisters, but did not 
name them. This brother was no 
doubt the Isaac Molyn, widower of 
Dorothea Samson, who on August 
twenty-first 1679 married Temperens 
 , a young woman from New 
Albany. 
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fine lady22 of ancient date, who 
had lived with all the great people 
then known. 

She had been a beauty, and fail-
ed not every day to tell me of it, 
lest I should forget what then was 
not. She was to me the bitterest 
pill I ever had to swallow. She had 
had several children who died in-
fants, and the idea that so much 
wealth should escape her hurt her 
little mind, notwithstanding a good 
estate which she had of her own 
and which she took good care to 
have settled on herself, together 
with a settlement besides. She had, 
in Pope's words, "all the little pil-
fering temper of a wife." She had 
all the politeness of a woman of 
fashion and all the cunning and in-
trigue that her weak intellect 
would allow. She neither loved 
my mother nor any of our family, 
except one of my younger sisters, 
who was very beautiful and called 
Gertrude23 after her. On me she 
was a jealous spy, and if my grand-
father had not been a man of good 
sense and of the best heart, 
should have lost his favor. Per-
haps too from long experience he 
might have found that she was not 
infallible. They had been sixty 
years together, and although she 
could govern him, he passively 
heard her long and monotonous 

22. She was Gertrude Van Cort-
landt born October seventh, 1688, 
daughter of Honorable Stephanus 
Van Cortlandt and Gertrude Schuy-
ler, his wife, first Lord of the gre-tt. 
Manor of Cortlandt. 

23. Gertrude was a younger sister 
of Janet Montgomery, born 16 April. 
1757, and was married to General 
Morgan Lewis on May eleventh 1779. 

1 



harangues. I still sigh when sit-
ting between these two ebon-
chairs, wondering at the patience 
of the one and the forgetfulness of 
the other. All that had passed in 
her youth she repeated every day 
and thought it a new tale she was 
telling. Not to listen would have 
been rude, but to hear her ever 
was intolerable. 

My Lord Cornbury and my Lady 
was a theme never done. That 
they were extraordinary people is 
true and worth perhaps recording 
from their oddity. He, in conse-
quence of a vow, obliged himself 
for a month in every year to wear 
every day women's clothes. He 
was a large man, wore a hoop and 
head-dress, and with a fan in his 
hand was seen frequently at night 
upon the ramparts. The old lady's 
father24 was the next victualler to 
the ships under this noble Lord. 
He also died suddenly, the books 
were again taken, and the widow 
in vain demanded restitution. The 
Lady had more foresight than my 
great-grandmother. She hired one 
of the clerks io copy the books at 
night, and my Lord was astonished 
when she presented a double set of 
books.25 The Lady of this very 
just nobleman was equally a char-

24. Honorable Stephanus Van 
Cortlandt born May seventh, 1643 
died November twenty-fifth. 1700. 
Married on October third, 1671 Ger-
trude Schuyler, daughter of Philip, 
son of Peter Schuyler, sister of Alida 
Schuyler, wife of Robert Livingston, 
fi rst Lord of the Manor of Livingston. 
Stephanus was Lord of the great 
Manor of Cortlandt. He was son of 
Oloff Stevensen Van Cortlandt and 
..4.nnetje Loockermans, his wife. 

25. This story was no doubt partly 
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acter. He had fallen in love with 
her because she had a beautiful 
ear; otherwise she was extremely 
plain. The ear soon ceased to 
please, and he treated her with 
neglect. Her pin money was with-
held, and she had no other resource 
but begging and stealing. She bor-
rowed gowns and coats and never 
returned them. As hers was the 
only carriage in the city, the roll-
ing of the wheels was easily dis-
tinguished, and the cry in the 
house was "Dare come'l my Lady 
(in Dutch) ; hide this, take away 
that." Whatever she admired on 
her visit she was sure to send for 
the next day. She took a gre-tt 
fancy to have with her eight or ten 
young ladies, and made them do 
her sewing work, for who could 
refuse their daughters to my Lady? 
My old step-dame was one of these 
happy women, and it would be 
tedious to mention the number she 
could string of her lovers. My 
grandfather, having heard this vol-
ume opened so often, once said 
very laconically, "And yet you took 
up at last with an Esopus farmer." 
You have now an item in a page of 
what my patience suffered for 
years. There was sometimes a 
short period to them, as three 

imagined by the old lady, for her 
father Stephanus Van Cortlandt died 
on November twenty-fifth, 1700, a 
year and a half before Lord Cornbury 
was appointed Governor and came to 
New York. There had been difficulty 
over the books of his estate, but this 
was with Lord Bellomont, the then 
Governor and his Council, and the 
debt seems to have been paid to the 
widow while Lord Cornbury was Gov-
ernor. See Colonial New York by 
George W. Schuyler, Vol. I, page 197-



nieces of my grandmother26 came 
from the Jerseys to stay at the 
house for weeks. They were much 
older than myself and were well-
bred women. From them I learned 
many things. One of them was 
very beautiful and so dignified in 
her manner that she was called the 
Duchess of Brunswick. She after-
wards married the Commander-in-
chief of the army, and never for-
got her young friend. 

As I grew older, I also began to 
think of some new arrangements. 
I had hitherto seen my young ac-
quaintances in a corner behind the 
chairs of my ancients. I had often 
wistfully cast my eyes on a small 
front room; but that, alas, was oc-
cupied by a little hump-back wasp 
of a steward and agent, who had it 
in possession for fifty years. I 
had all the servants in my interest, 
and by their means removed some 

26. These probably were—(1) Cath• 
erine Van Rensselaer, daughter of 
Colonel Johannes Van Rensselaer and 
Angelica Livingston, his wife. An-
gelica was the oldest child of Robert 
Livingston, the nephew. and Margar-
ita Schuyler, his wife. Catherine Van 
Rensselaer was born at Greenbush, 
New York on November fourth, 1734, 
and married Major General Philip 
Schuyler at Claverack on September 
seventeenth, 1755. (2) Janet Livings-
ton, daughter of James Livingston 
and Maria Kierstede, his wife, who 
was born November first, 1730 and 
married on November third, 1752, the 
Honorable William Smith, afterward 
Chief Justice of Upper and Lower 
Canada. (3) Margaret Livingston, 
daughter of the same, born July 
fourth, 1738 and married on June 
sixth, 1758 the Honorable Peter R. 
Livingston, oldest son of Robert Liv-
ingston third Lord of the Manor of 
Livingston. 
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large guns, which hung over the 

door, and two large pictures of In-

dian pheasants cracked in a thous-

and pieces. I then had the room 
washed, and my friends were intro-
duced. The agent still kept his sta-
tion, sitting on a chair, with three 
large books to raise him to the 
table on which he wrote. He even 
ventured to come to my fire and 
sometimes even dared to speak. 
This was not to be borne, and I 
took the courage to say to my 
grandfather that it was highly im-
proper to be subject to such inso-
lence. He made me no answer, but 
the next day I heard the joyful 
noises of the removal of heavy 
trunks of books and table. This 
was the removal of one obstacle. 
Many more were to follow. I knew 
that any innovation of paper, car-
pet, and curtains would be account-
ed a piece of extravagance. What 
he did not permit himself to use he 
would have called the height of 
folly in me. To interest the old 
lady perhaps would have been to 
gain my point, as she was fond of 
propriety and as it would cost her 
nothing, and the house was to be 
hers if she outlived her husband; 
but the truth was I ever disliked 
asking favors, and have suffered 
more than once for this pride. With 
the assistance of the servants our 
mighty labors began. The walls 
had been whitewashed so many 
years that when the scrapers went 
to work, not only the wash, but the 
whole wall, fell from the lathing—
luckily the old folks, who were 
deaf, heard not the crash. You 
may conceive my amazement. The 
servants, however, consoled me and 



silently carried away the rubbish 

which was not the wOrk of one 

night. Mortar was to be made, 

and poor I was at my wit's end. 
However, good luck attended my 
labors. The work was finished and 
my paper put on; yet all had near-
ly been discovered by a simple in-
cident. In one of the closets my 
grandfather always kept his tobac-
co. His pouch being empty he 
groped his way to his room. In 
the midst of our troubles one of 
the servants heard his tread. I 
bade her sweep a road to the closet. 
He entered and only saw the light, 
but as he walked on he trod upon 
some lime and asked what it was. 
Some one called it a chip or a coal, 
and he was satisfied, filled, his 
pouch, and they led him away. I 
rather think the old lady knew 
more than she pretended; but hav-
ing gone on thus far, I cared little 
about it. I took furniture from 
my father's house, and I found 
this room so comfortable that it 
became my sanctum sanctorum, 
and repaid me for all my troubles 
past; and, since I am talking of 
trifles, to me no trifle, however, I 
found a bunch of old keys, one of 
which unlocked a closet that cer-
tainly had not been opened for 
fifty or sixty years. It was filled 
with double bottles marked with 
my grandfather's name. I took 
one down, thinking I had joyful 
news to impart to him. I told him 
of my discovery and poured him 
out a glass. There was a thick oil 
upon it and it was perfectly white 
by age. Whether his mouth was 
out of taste, or whatever was the 
cause, he seemed not to like it, and 

told me I might do what I pleased 
with it. I was well convinced he 
was mistaken, ran off with my 
prize, and took good care not to 
tempt him by a second glass. Dur-
ing this scene, the old Lady was 
absent, or I would not have come 
off so easily. 

Whilst he knew I was at home 
he was always satisfied, but detest-
ed the word engagements. In his 
day there was no such thing. Girls 
knit stockings and spun and learn-
ed to make good wives. I had only 
to speak to the old lady and talk 
of her visits to the great and yet 
how wonderfully she governed his 
house. This was a theme so de-
lightful to her heart that she soon 
convinced me or set me to sleep. 
I am not sure but what her conver-
sation was of great service to me. 
She inspired me with high notions 
of family, of keeping always the 
first company. She was just capa-
ble of this as she was well bred and 
really always behaved like a gen-
telwoman, but with the notions of 
a fine lady she had a low cunning 
and always full of deceipt. There 
never was a couple so badly match-
ed. I have no doubt her character 
was well known to him for he had 
a strong mind given him by nature, 
although uncultivated by education 
beloved by all the world, charita-
ble, open and foregiving. His ten-
ants to this day give him as a tost 
and talk to us of his goodness. I 
once was fortunate enough to save 
a great part of his estate. His 
tenants knowing his temper took 
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advantage of it and in his extreme 
old age came in crowds to have 
their leases renued and forgiven. 
By a little reasoning I convinced 
him that he was depriving his child 
of an immense advantage by in-
dulging a parcel of knaves who 
took advantage of his indulgent 
temper. He felt the truth and sent 
them off. Judging others by his 
own best feelings he was too often 
deceived. He had two sisters with 
whom he divided his property, but 
this did not satisfy them. Much 
may be said on this head but I 
forbear. Their children are liv-
ing. To all he was generous but 
to my mother and father and this 
not from parsimony but from a 
wish to teach them economy. They 
had ten children to bring up. They 
were only children themselves and 
yet this dearest of parents had to 
struggle his whole life with a very 
limited income. Their parents 
lived to the age of eighty-eight and 
my blessed father died a few 
weeks after he came into the pos-
session of his paternal estate, but 
this is digressing. 

A history of a woman without 
mentioning her lovers would be a 
stoicism. My memory would fail 
in recollecting my juvinel beaus. 
I had one who wrote me letters ere 
I could read writing. He was heir 
to a great estate and this was a 
family project. He came to see me 
fresh from Yael CoHedge with lit-
tle bobbed wig and a switch in his 
hand which he flourished with 
yanke ease. I took such a disgust 
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to him then that I never would 
hear of him afterwards. After 
some years he married and in a 

fox chase broke his neck. I men-
tion this merely to tell you that 
there was a fatality attending most 
of those who offered themselves. 
One young captain, a modest Scot, 
shewed much good will, informed 
me that he was going home for a 
higher commission and then he 

hoped to find me disengaged. I 
made him no promise. He set sail 
and was lost at sea. Two gentle-
men, brothers to the person who 
wrote my grandfather's will 
thought it would be a convenient 
thing to have rich wife—proposed 
for me—but they neither of them 
pleased me. I who had neither 
beauty or talents (although flat-
tered) could not help wondering 
at these attentions. I knew noth-
ing of the will or my vanity would 
have turned to mortifing humility 
and with all my pride of family I 
nearly fell in love with an officer 
who had only his great beauty and 
his regimentals to boast of—he 
had neither education nor talents. 
I saw these defects and yet in dis-
pite of all gave him a preference. 
I would have been his wife could 
my parents have consented. They 
detested red coats and had my hap-
piness too much at heart. I be-
lieve I behaved very ill and have 
wept many a tear to have given 
my dear father a pang on my ac-
count. 

The history of a woman must 
not, I fancy, close without one or 



two love scenes. My retired, and 
often unprotected, life does not 
entitle me to describe many—yet 
through the whole of that life—at-
tended me. I pass by several mat-
ters that had nothing serious on 
either side. One I will attempt to 
speak of, though even at this dis-
tant day it will be with a pang of 
sorrow. It was of a gentleman 
who was a lover and yet no lover. 
He was a man of family, a lawyer, 
full of talent and well educated. 
Together with the three ladies in 
our house I obtained leave to see a 
play. He was one of the party and 
took his seat beside me. His wit 
and politeness engaged my atten-
tion, and from that hour he de-
clared himself devoted to me. All 
my friends spoke of my conquest, 
of his always giving me for his 
toast, etc. I was too young to re-
ceive visits, and by chance my 
mother heard these reports, to 
which she had the strongest objec-
tions, although she never conde-
scended to say what they were. Of 
course, he was never introduced, 
yet he always persisted in repeat-
ing I only could make him happy. 
He made a confidant of one of 
these ladies, and I believe she ac-
quainted my mother with his wish-
es. How it would have finished, I 
hardly know, but for a dreadful 
catastrophe. He was the idol of 
his companions—no party could be 
joyous without him; his wit, his 
humor, his powers of taking off 
anybody he pleased, kept the table 
in a roar. The folly of this kind 

26c. In the original draft manu-
script it is stated that his neck was 
broken. 

of life he had determined to lay 
by. He had commenced his reform 
and refused to join his friends for 
several weeks. Those friends could 
ill spare him, and laid a plot for 
his ruin. They met at a tavern, 
and sent him several messages, all 
of which he refused. At length 
they went to his house in a body 
and forced him to accompany them. 
When once in the circle the jest 
and the wine went round, and all 
his resolutions were lost in the vor-
tex of folly. They sat until day 
appeared when a ride was pro-
posed, and inebriated as they were 
they set off. After a short ride 
one man fell from his horse and 
the rest got off to assist him, but 
my poor beau insisted that he was 
dead and ordered silence while he 
repeated the funeral service. This 
being done he again mounted and 
soon came to a bridge, where his 
horse stumbled. He fell and never 
spake again !26e What was surpris-
ing, I was prepared for this dread-
ful event by a dream. I have told 
you that I have great faith in them, 
and should I ever live to go 
through this eventful life, I may 
reduce your doubts to certainty. 
This young man had an uncle27
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27. This was the Honorable Rob-
ert Hunter Morris, born about 1700 
and died at Shrewsbury, New Jersey, 
January twenty-seventh, 1764. He 
was Chief Justice of the State of New 
Jersey and Governor of Pennsylvania 
1754-1756. He never married. He 
had one brother and eight sisters, all 
of whom were married. He was the 
second son of the Lewis Morris who 
was made the first Lord of the Manor 
of Morrisania and Isabella Graham. 
his wife. Which of his nephews it 



who was governor of a neighboring 
colony. I knew him—a finished 
gentleman, but very skeptical in 
his way of thinking. He rose one 
morning, and said to a Quaker 
lady, 27a "I have had an odd 
dream; it makes a strange im-
pression on my mind. Will you 
hear it?" "Yes," said the lady. 
"Why then you must know," said 
he "in the first place that a twelve 
month ago I lost a friend, and we 
agreed that whoever died first 
should inform the survivor some-
thing about the other world. Last 
night this friend appeared to me 
and assured me that there was a 
hell. Then I thought I was in my 
father's vault, and oh! it was so 
cold." "You will not think," said 
the lady, "of going to the ball this 
evening, for certainly this dream is 
some warning." "Oh yes, I must 
go; you know I am engaged to 
dance with the parson's wife." He 
went, and in dancing, down he fell 
on one knee, and was dead. They 
put him in an open boat, and in a 
snow storm took him to his father's 
vault. His sister said what the fit 
had begun the cold had finished. 
My father was one of the bearers, 
who reported that he looked like 
one in a sweet sleep. 

If I were not to interlard my his-
tory with anecdotes like this, you 
would hardly think it worth perus-
ing, and when I reflected on my 
friend, Mrs.  ,27b I blush for 

was who courted Janet Livingsto/1 
when a girl is not now known. 

27a. In the original draft manu-
script it is stated that she was land-
lady of the house where he lived. 

27b. As appears from one of the 
. early drafts of the manuscript the 
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my poor attempts at a simple tale, 
but my ambition is only to please 
a brother and not to face the crit-
ic's eye. Being once more housed 
for this winter, with my newspaper 
and the pipe, my difficulties in-
creased, as my age allowed me to 
go into company. We kept a car-
riage, indeed, yet to get it when 
most necessary was a point not of-
ten to be obtained. The houses I 
went to kept late hours compared 
to our quiet nine o'clock bed time 
—ten was the hour I was always 
to return, or the carriage drove off 
and I was very improperly escorted 
by some officers or persons to 
whom it was necessary to owe ob-
ligations. This threw me among 
acquaintances that either lessened 
me in my own opinion or that of 
others. The Governor—me, and 
bade me take his, but my good old 
parent thought only of me, not of 
his carriage. I was obliged in my 
own defense to descend to a little 
deceit. The coachman drove past 
the house precisely at ten o'clock 
and stopped, gave a gentle tap at 
the door, and it was supposed I 
was housed. He then drove towards 
the stable, and then returned to 
await my commands. A servant 
waited for me, she heard the car-
riage at a distance, it stopped at 
the next house, and I entered with-
out disturbing my parent. It is 
with real regret I mention this, as 
I never approved of the conduct--

person referred .to was Mrs. James 
Warren, nee Mercy Otis, born Barn-
stable, Mass., 25 Sept. 1728 and died 
at Plymouth 19 October 1814. She 
was an authoress and historian of 
note. 



deceit is my aversion, and nothing 
but necessity compelled it. Much 
of my conduct has been blamable 
and even childish. I became en-
amored with an officer, who wqs 
very handsome. He had a beauti-
ful coat and cockade; he had neith-
er talent nor education, and yet I 
loved him. Of his family I only 
knew that he was nephew to the 
famous Dr. Young,27c and could 
talk forever of the beautiful Nar-
cissa. He had been engaged to a 
beautiful woman in Philadelphia, 
whose friends with great difficulty 
prevented the match. Mine also 
interfered, and I confess my strug-
gle between love and duty was r 
trial very painful. After some 
time he left the country with a 
hope that fortune might one day 
be more propitious; but that day 
never came, happily for me and 
himself, as he married and for 
many years has governed an is-
land. 

I pass by many idle scenes, many 
to be regretted and now not worth 
recollecting—matters that I then 
thought trials. Alas! they were 
only the prelude of sorrows that 
can never end but with my last 
breath. 

About this time a gentleman28
arrived who had served in the Brit-
ish Army from his fifteenth year. 

27c. The Reverend Edward Young 
born in June 1681 and died April 
twelfth 1765 was an English poet. 
His best known poem was "Night 
Thoughts". In the third Night there 
is commemorated the death of the 
beautiful Narcissa who was a Miss 
Lee, daughter of Mrs. Young by an 
earlier marriage. Miss Lee married 
Henry Temple, son of Lord Palmers-
ton. 

67 

His money was lodged for a ma-
jority, and when the purchase was 
made another overreached him. In 
disgust he sold out, and here he 
concluded to settle, but with a de-
termination never to marry and 
not to draw sword again. It was 
singular that he should have brok-
en both these promises ere he had 
been three years in the country. 
Ten years back I had once seen 
him. He came on shore at our 
country seat with all the officers of 
his company, and politeness led 
him to make me a visit. What 
need I say more? He became at-
tached to me, and with the consent 
of my parents I became his wife. 

I married in the year 1773 sur-
rounded by my parents, my grand-
parents and a large company of 
brothers and sisters with the con-
sent of all. No one was connected 
under happier circumstances and 
the only thing that gave me a se-
cret pang was my father giving me 
away. Bishop Provost performed 
the ceremony. 

Studious in his habits, retire-
ment was his wish, and I with 
pleasure conformed. My old par-
ent was charmed; a mill was built 

28. This was Captain Richard 
Montgomery, third son of Captain 
Thomas and Mary (Francklyn) Mont-
gomery, born at Swords, Co. Dublin, 
Ireland on December second, 1736, 
and who is already mentioned in the 
introduction. The house mentioned 
is the one at Grasmere, in Rhinebeck. 



and a farm stocked. I laid off the 
fine lady. The foundation of a 
house was laid and a happy home 
seemed to await us. Poor mor-
tals! How shortsighted are we! 
And when, poor easy fools, our 
happiness is ripening, a dart from 
heaven drops down and breaks our 
rest forever. 

I had only been a wife three 
months when a dream warned me 
of my fate. Methought I came into 
a room and found my husband and 
his brother with swords drawn, 
ready to destroy each other. I 
gave a scream and ran between 
them, crying out, "Is there no oth-
er way?" "Must brother fight, 
brother?" My husband replied, 
"No other way, no other way." I 
left them to call for help. When I 
returned I found him on the floor 
desperately wounded. They raised 
him to a bed. I kneeled at his 
feet; I wept, and asked him if he 
knew me. He shook his head. My 
agony was terrible. I arose and 
looked for some one to assist me. 
I saw his father on one side of the 
bed and his mother on the other 
(they had died long before), their 
countenances were mild but sor-
rowful. They bent over him as if 
to catch his parting spirit. I look-
ed again, and saw a tall, thin man 
dressed in armor, he too leaning 
on his spear, bent over my hus-
band. One called him Don John 
of Austria. At this moment my 
husband awakened me. "What is 
the matter," said he. "Surely 
some frightful dream has disturb-
ed you." My pillow was wet with 
my tears—my senses had fled—I 
knew him not. I could not believe 
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he was beside me —the horror of 
the vision seemed to rest upon my 
heart. When I was able to repeat 
it he said, "I have always told you 
that my happiness is not lasting. 
It has no foundation. Let us en-
joy it as long as we may and leave 
the rest to God." And we did en-
joy it, blessed with parents, broth-
ers, sisters, friends. No table was 
so surrounded; it was the feast of 
reason and the flow of soul. We 
had peace and plenty in our land. 
War was the dream we thought of. 
My grandfather29 alone foretold 
war with England, at that distant 
day in 1773 who could allow him 
to talk of it as a certain matter? 

One day after some disputation 
there was a pause. He turned to 
my father39 and said "You and I 
will never live to see this country 
independent. Montgomery, you 
may, but (speaking to his grand-
son) Robert,31 you will!" This 
proved to be prophetic. 

This parent was of the old school. 
He wore the dress of a court and 
had the most polished manners—
he was then in his eighty-fourth 
year. He always rose at five in 
the morning, and read without 
ceasing. The year before he learn-
ed the German tongue and spoke 
it fluently. On the breaking out of 
the war he was in raptures. In 
beginning with the Bostonians he 

29. Robert Livingston, the first of 
Clermont. 

30. Judge Robert R. Livingston of 
Clermont, husband of Margaret Beek-
man. 

31. The celebrated Chancellor Rob-
bert R. Livingston, born November 
twenty-seventh, 1746. oldest of the 
brothers of Janet Montgomery. 



said "They had taken the bull by 
the horns." His sanguine temper 
made him expect with confidence 
our independence. He seemed to 
begin life again; his eye had all the 
fire of youth, and I verily believe 
the Battle of Bunker Hill (of 
which such a false and disastrous 
report was made) was his death. 
He took to his bed immediately, lay 
a week without pain, and died. The 
last words he uttered were "What 
news from Boston?" His polite-
ness was such that when he could 
speak no longer it was observed he 
raised his head and bowed to every 
individual in his chamber. Our 
father, our dear father, was hold-
ing a court in Albany, and only 
arrived to close his eyes. On this 
occasion he was heard to say, "My 
father and my mother died without 
blessing me, and I shall die as they 
did." Ever after this he never 
failed on our leaving him or on 
arriving, "God bless you, my 
child." My heart beats and my 
tears flow while I write. Whoever 
could forget such a parent? 

His memory is a balm to my 
wounded heart, which if he had 
lived in the days of my first sor-
row, he would have soothed into 
peace. Alas! he was spared that 
pang and I think that comfort. 
There is a comfort in shedding 
tears. I am sure yours will flow 
when you read this; young as you 
were, your memory must be faith-
ful on this tender point. 

To say how this war commenced 
would be needless any farther than 
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it respected my situation, for child 
as you then was you must have 
been impressed with the woes it 
occasioned. It broke out two years 
after my marriage, and it was not 
untill all our petitions were re-
jected and Boston was declared out 
of the King's protection that my 
hero would listen to any argument 
contrary to his loyalty. His char-
acter was only known, not his per-
son, when he was appointed one-
of a committee to meet at N. York. 
So long as the hope of peace dwelt 
on his mind the saifty of the town 
was the motive, but when the Brit-
ish troops were in possession of 
Boston Congress thought it right 
and proper to look to the citizens 
for defense. General Washington 
was selected for our strife and 
each State was requested to ap-
point a Major and Brigadere Gen-
eral. Philip Schuyler being in 
Congress got himself to be the Ma-
jor Gen'l and unfortunately for 
me my husband was named by the-
Committee as Brigadere General, 
although in N. York. All this to 
me was kept a profound secret. 
With some surprise I saw Schuyler 
with a cockade in his hat and after 
he had left us my husband took a 
black ribband and with a half smile 
requested me to tie it up for him. 
I felt a stroke at my heart as if 
struck with lightning. "What is 
it you ask of me—my God, you are 
not engaged to fight." "No," said 
he, "not engaged, but this depends 
on you alone." "Oh, if on me 
never will I consent." "Be calm," 
said he, taking my hand. "Listen 
and you to what I have to say. 
When I entered your family I was 



a stranger in your country. I have 

hardly been two years in it, yet 

without my wish or knowledge they 

appoint me to the comitty from 
Dutchess. The times were such 
could not refuse however reluc-
tant. To this honour you did not 
object. But a soldier from my 
youth what could I do as a states-
man. Now without consulting me 
they have made me a Gen'l. In 
this capacity I may be of service 
for just cause. Can I refuse. Who 
can be better spared from his fam-
ily. You are surrounded by par-
ents, grandparents, etc. Honour 
calls on me. And surely my hon-
our is dear to you yet, with you I 
leave this point—say you will pre-
fer to see your husband disgraced 
and I submit to go home to retire-
ment." Alas, what now could I 
say to such an appeal. I was silent. 
I took the fatal ribban. He thank-
ed me. My tears did not flow the 
less. Gen'l Washington soon ar-
rived and the whole town went to 
meet him. He presented my hus-
band his commission who seemed 
rather disappointed that his des-
tination was toward Canada. I 
pass by the distractions of the town 
at this moment. The Royalists 
were all rage. Govn. Tryon who 
had been adored when he returned 
received many mortifications and 
would received more from his con-
duct (for it was determined to take 
up). My husband however saw his 
Secretary Faning and by a timely 
intimation advised his going which 
was kindly taken and he embark-
ed. 
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My grandfather was a man of 
such respectability that the several 
governors did not wait his visit. 
Sir Henry Moore arrived with his 
wife and daughter. He soon be-
came my father's friend and was 
somewhat different from my Lord 
Cornbury. His wife was disliked 
as much as he was beloved. She 
was neither handsome nor young. 
She detested her husband and had 
a host of the officers at the palace; 
but his daughter was the most 
beautiful woman I ever saw. She 
had the look of a queen and would 
have graced the court she was de-
signed for. The father correspond-
ed with the Duke of Cumberland, 
and it was agreed on his return he 
was to marry her. Her very im-
prudent mother destroyed all these 
hopes, the daughter eloped with a 
captain, and then with her mother, 
when the regiment sailed, left the 
poor Governor to die of a broken 
heart. His death was no sooner 
announced than the lady married 
her lover Captain Vinant. The 
lovely daughter soon tired of her 
choice and became a frail one of 
the worst description, walking 
about the streets of London. These 
ladies were soon known in our city, 
and I was not allowed to attend 
their parties. 

The next Governor was Lord 
Dunmore. Of him so little good 
can be said that I rather wish to 
be silent. He was removed for 
Governor Tryon, who was very 
much liked. His manners were 
mild, though he afterwards proved 
a curse to our country. Yet while 
he .was governor for many years he 
was literally our affectionate fath-



•er. He brought with him a wife 

and daughter. Of her I can say 
much. She was my friend, and for 

her attention to one who could 
make no return I owe her lasting 
gratitude. She was a character I 
took no small pains in studying; 
her mind was masculine; she stud-
ied everything difficult. She pub-
lished a book on fortification, and 
I fancy I should have won her 
heart if she could have given me a 
taste for such useful arts. The 
many called her mad; she certainly 
was eccentric. The story of her 
life was singularly distressing. She 
was the daughter of a Nabob, and 
her father destined her for a Lord. 
His brother was page to the Queen. 
The lady preferred the page and 
fled to Scotland. Her father was 
incensed, died and left his riches to 
his brother. She had only £10,000, 
of which he could not deprive her, 
and her diamonds, and, to add to 
her distress, she lost her only son, 
a fine youth in Carolina, where her 
husband had been Governor. As 
trifling amusements were beneath 
her lofty mind and as they were ex-
pected to please the town, she 
found a substitute in me to please 
the circle and make the parties at 
the card tables. You now smile, 1 
fancy, and think of my sarcasms 
on my old Lady. I confess its 
truth, yet vanity has no part in the 
business: I would only account for 
the manner of catching characters. 
The Governor brought with him 
from Carolina a man whom they 
called Colonel  . He had 
been a school master and in the 
cause of Royalty had been a suf-
ferer by being whipped on his 
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farm. This thing I shall one day 
set in its true colors . . . . Our col-
ony, or rather our city, was many 
years divided by two parties, both 
powerful and both headed by men 
of sense and calculation. The one 
only considered the welfare of the 
country and the other derived their 
importance from their interests 
from home, possessed places of 
honor. Some were Councillors, 
others Governors, and always in 
Cabals. The Livingstons, on the 
other hand, were not without their 
influence, always on the popular 
side; all that the people could give 
was theirs. My father, although a 
judge under the king, was not the 
less trusted, and was considered 
the most influential man of the 
party. The head of the other par-
ty was Councillor Watts.32 They 
had been brought up together, edu-
cated together, and when the one 
married a Delaney, he, of course, 
was his political enemy, but ever 
his private friend. The last time 
they met in our day of trouble he 
clasped him in his arms. "God Al-
mighty bless you, Robert," said he. 
"I do not believe you have an en-

32. This was the Honorable John 
Watts, born April 16th, 1715, died 
August 1789, member of the Colonial 
Council, 1757 to 1775, speaker of the 
General Assembly, and in 1775 the 
intended successor of Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Colden in the government or 
the colony. He married Ann de Lan-
cey, daughter of Stephen de Lancey 
and Ann Van Cortlandt, his wife, 
daughter of Stephanus Van Cort-
landt, fi rst Lord of the Manor of 
Cortlandt. This John Watts was, 
therefore, the great grandfather of 
the late General John Watts de Pey-
ster of Tivoli, New York. 



emy in the 'world." So they part-
ed to meet no more, yet although 
he saw him not, my father had the 
satisfaction of saving his life. In 
the midst of our contest people be-
came very jealous of persons in 
power, and some of the Council-
lors' letters were intercepted on 
their way to England. What they 
contained I know not, but the citi-
zens were furious. The letters 
were read at the Coffee House, and 
an immense crowd gathered as they 
went to destroy him and his house. 
Fortunately, my father was return-
ing from court, dressed in his scar-
let robes. He was soon found out 
by Mr. Watts' friend. Unpopular 
as this was, he stood on the steps 
of the house and waved his hand. 
It commanded silence and he spoke 
with that gentle, powerful oratory 
that carried all before it, and see-
ing the happy moment he in a 
whisper bade his son-in-law take 
his father to a back building. He 
continued to speak until his friend 
was rescued, when the crowd took 
home the orator. That night the 
Councillor left his country. 

(At the conclusion of the remi-
niscences the two following letters 
are copied by Mrs. Montgomery in-
to the manuscript) : 
Sir, 

I have dropped a tear over your 
billet without being able to make 
the request you wish. 

I should have deserved the re-
proaches of my own heart had I 
been capable of sporting one mo-
ment with the feelings of the man, 
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who in the offers he has made, does 
me the highest honor. But that 
heart would deserve it in a greater 
degree should it encourage hopes 
which it feels itself incapable of 
gratifying. 

Sensible to your merits, I shall 
ever be flattered by being assured 
of your friendship, and I would 
hope that in ceasing to love me my 
unaffected candor may always en-
title me to your esteem, and that 
you may soon, good Sir, meet with 
some more amiable woman whose 
undivided affections will contribute 
to your lasting felicity is the sin-
cere wish of her who has the honor 
to be 

Your most obedient servant 
Janet Montgomery 

General Gates 

July the 4th, (18201 
Dear Brother, 

Yesterday I had the pleasure of 
yours of the 25th of May, and 
whilst others are displaying their 
patriotism in frolicking I will sit 
down to answer it. I regret that 
my situation should give you pain, 
and I beg you will never think of it 
again, as I am far better off than 
many. My debts are few, as my 
retired situation has enabled me to 
pay many off, and, in truth, soli-
tude is now becoming my wish. 
My farm supplies me with many 
things and is every year improving 
in beauty. My garden abounds in 
good fruit, and what more can an 
old woman require? If my rents 
were regularly paid, I should not 
want, but my poor tenants at Dela-



ware33 have been pretty distressed 
by the grasshopper, which like 
Pharaoh's, have devoured every-
thing they had. Then cattle died 
by hundreds and they were re-
duced to take the thatching from 
their barn to feed them, notwith-
standing one of my tenants lost 
twenty-six head. From these it 
were vain to hope or expect any-
thing. 

The contest for a constitution is 
over, a great majority in its fav-
or. Lewis and Tillotson were set 
up as candidates. Peter only got 
in.34 Lewis has wavered very 
much in politics. 

I shall endeavor to get the ma-
terials you require. I think I in-

33. -Mrs. Montgomery had a large 
estate in Delaware County, New 
York, which was divided into farms 
and rented to tenant farmers on long 
leases. This was part of the great 
Beekman holdings which had de-
scended to her from her mother Mar-
garet Beekman, after whom Mar-
garetville in Delaware County was 
named. 

34. These were General Morgan 
Lewis, later Governor of the State of 
New York and Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of New York. born 
October sixteenth, 1754, son of Fran-
cis Lewis and Elizabeth Annesley, his 
wife, who was one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence. 
Morgan Lewis married on May elev-
enth, 1779 Gertrude Livingston, a 
younger sister of Janet Montgomery. 
His home was Staatsburgh house on 
land which he received from his 
mother-in-law, Margaret (Beekman) 
Livingston. 

(2) Dr. Thomas Tillotson born in 
1751, surgeon general of the Northern 
Department in the Continental Army 
during the war of the American Rev-
olution, and who had married on Feb-
ruary twenty-second, 1779 Margaret 

formed you the General was born 
in Dublin35 and was educated at 
the Dublin college, that his mother 
was an English lady of fortune, 
that her fortune was settled on her 
three younger children — John, 
Sarah, and Richard,—that their 
ancestor Colonel Montgomery36
came into Ireland with King Wil-
liam, and in the conquest of that 
kingdom obtained three estates in 
three different counties, which es-
tates he settled on the eldest sons 
of three of his relatives. That of 
Donegal was given to Alexander, 
entailed on his brothers John and 
Richard Montgomery. He went 
early into the British army. Eight 
years previous to my marriage he 
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Livingston, another of Janet Mont-
gomery's younger sisters. Their 
home, also on land received from 
Margaret (Beekman) Livingston, was 
at Linwood, a short distance south 
of Kipsbergen. 

(3) Honorable Peter Robert Liv-
ingston, born October third, 1766, son 
of Robert James and Susanna (Smith) 
Livingston and great grandson of 
Robert Livingston, the nephew. He 
had married Joanna Livingston, an-
other of the younger sisters of Janet 
Montgomery. Their home was at 
Grasmere, the house that General 
and Mrs. Richard Montgomery had 
built. 

35. General Richard Montgomery 
was born in Swords, County Dublin, 
His mother was Mary Franklyn and 
because of this marriage his father, 
Captain Thomas Montgomery, was 
disinherited by his father. 

36. The ancestor of General Rich-
ard Montgomery who first came to 
Ireland was the Reverend Alexander 
Montgomery, who became Prebent 
of Do in Kilmacrenan, Co. Donegal, 
and after serving in the royalist 
cause died there in 1658. 



p.

was a Captain in the 17th Regi-
ment, being introduced to me by 
one of his officers. I was at Cler-
mont, and the vessel in which his 
company was grounded, and he and 
his officers remained with me that 
day. They were on their way to 
Michilimacinac where they were 
stationed. When this regiment re-
turned to New York he was not 
with them, and I think he told me 
he went to England from Quebec. 
At the taking of Quebec, however, 
he was with General Amherst, who 
marched to support Wolfe, and he 
told me his march from Albany un-
der that general was very severe. 
Amherst did not get on to Que-
bec, as they heard of the conquest, 
they returned to New York. Monk-
ton,37 who was the Colonel of the 
17th, was then governor of New 
York. Lieut. Col. Grand and Ma-
jor Rycent were his superior offi-
cers. That regiment was at the 
taking of Cape Breton, and there 
he told me the duty was severe, 
and he complained that by the heat 
and severity he lost a fine head of 
hair. All the duty of that regi-
ment was done in America. For 
this reason when the Stamp Act 
was to be enforced an order was 
given to employ that regiment, 
who was then in England, and he 
with several others declared pub-
licly that having lived so long in 
America that they would throw up 
their commissions if the order was 
persisted in. 

37. This was Major General Rob-
ert Monckton, Governor of the Colony 
of New York in 1761 and 1762, and 
formerly Colonel of the 17th Infan-
try. 
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In the year 71 he had the prom-

ise of a majority and had lodged 

his money for the purchase, when 

he was overlooked and another 

purchased over him. This gave 
him a disgust to the service, and he 
immedately sold out, and in 72-73 
came to New York, purchased a 
farm at Kingsbridge. In July, 
1773, we were married, and he re-
moved to Rhinebeck, where he 
built a mill and laid the foundation 
of a house. Known only by repu-
tation, he was appointed from 
Dutchess to meet the convention at 
New York in May, 1775, and this 
convention requested Congress 
that Montgomery might be their 
Brigadier-General. Hardly had 
this appointment taken place when 
it was announced that Washington 
was to pass through on his way to 
Boston. On the morning of his 
expected arrival the whole town 
was in motion. All the militia were 
paraded — bells ringing, drums 
beating,—and in that moment Try-
on arrived. As he landed he look-
ed with delight at this commotion, 
and on a company covered witn 
gold lace which he had commission-
ed and called the Governor's 
guards. As he landed he said, "Is 
all this for me?" when two of his 
councillors took him by the hand 
mournfully and led him to a house 
in Broadway, where he nearly 
fainted when he saw the great 
Washington pass, attended by a 
crowd of patriots. I was happily 
placed to see him at a window next 
the City hotel. There General 
Schuyler and Montgomery received 
their commissions and instructions. 
General Montgomery told him he 



wished he would allow him to go 
with him. His answer was "Sir, 
you have a more important busi-
ness to attend to; we trust every-
thing to you." The stay was but 
a moment at New York. He drove 
a sulkey, with a pair of white hors-
es. His dress was blue, with pur-
ple ribbon sash, a long plume of 
feathers in his hat. What a morti-
fying sight to Governor Tryon. 

The next day when my Genera133
opened his packet he found all the 
commissions of his brigade blank, 
which he had to fill at his pleasure. 
What must his reputation have 
been to be thus trusted. 

Tryon called his councillors to-
gether, and the country discovered 
plots going on and determined to 
check them by confining the Gov-
ernor. The Genera138 took a kind-
er course, and found a means to 
advise the Governor to embark 
again for England rather than be 
insulted. This advice he took that 
very night, and offered his best 
thanks to the General. A few days 
and the account of the battle of 
Bunker Hill arrived. The papers 
had a deep black margin. Blood 
had been shed, and the Americans 
had been beaten. Our house was 
filled with a crowd of long faces. 
The General met them with a smile 
of satisfaction. "Gentlemen, I am 
satisfied; what I feared has not 
happened. The Americans will 
fight and I am pleased with this 
experiment." The Tories made a 
constant uproar; many ladies came 
to us for protection. They had a 

38. The "General" here intend3d 
was General Richard Montgomery. 
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thousand fears without the least 
occasion. No gentleman offered to 
take a commission. Mechanics of-
fered and were accepted. When 
these filled the brigade several per-
sons offered—many gentlemen,--
but he refused, saying "You ought 
to have been the first; now it is 
too late." 

Colonel Harry39 has ptomised to 
recollect some of the officers. He 
was a Captain under Colonel 
He thinks the General left Ticon-
deroga with four thousand men, 
but many left him, many sickened, 
many ran at the shake of a leaf. 
One of the men, a Quackenbush, 
was very bold, until some attack 
was determined on; then he en-
treated so frequently to have leave 
of absence for a short time, that 
the General said to one man near 
him "I think this Quack in the bush 
had best be gone." 

The Col. says when Montreal 
capitulated that he the Col. said 
"Now, General, for Quebec," but 
his answer with great gravity was 
"Oh! Harry, that is impossible." 
Congress at three different times 
was offered his resignation and al-
ways refused to accept it. They 
continually promised him ten 
thousand men, and always failed 
in their support. 

39. This Henry Beekman Livings-
ton was a brother of Janet Mont-
gomery, born March eleventh, 1781. 
He was Colonel of the Fourth New 
York Line during the War of the 
Revolution. After the war he was 
commissioned a Brigadier General of 
New York militia. While still a cap-
tain he accompanied General Mont-
gomery on the expedition to Quebec. 



Colonel James Livingston40 was 
a very active partisan, but I can at 
present get little from him, for his 
mind is gone. Robert James41
shall inquire of Bebe42 of former 
services, yet he also is greatly de-
bilitated and incapable of main-
taining himself. Every one of that 
day, I think, has gone to his long 
home, and I sit here as a memento, 
alas! 

I fear, my dear brother, you will 
hardly be able to read this letter, 
but I have made great exertions to 
write it. I shall make what sweet-

40. This Colonel James Livingston 
was born March twenty-seventh 1747, 
the second son and only son to leave 
issue of John Livingston and Cath-
arine Ten Broeck, his wife, and, 
therefore, grandson of Robert Liv-
ingston, the nephew. Colonel James 
Livingston raised a regiment of Can-
adian refugees and with the rank of 
Major served under General Mont-
gomery in 1775. He was promoted 
by the Continental Congress to the 
grade of Colonel in 1776 and served 
with distinction until his regiment 
was disbanded in 1781. 

41. Robert James Livingston. 
though not an officer, joined the 
American Army as a volunteer at 
sixteen years of age, and was severe-
ly wounded at the battle of Trenton. 
He was born November fifth 1760, a 
younger son of Robert James Liv-
ingston and Susanna Smith, his wife; 
and, therefore, a great grandson of 
Robert Livingston, the nephew. 

42. This was probably Roswell 
Beebee who became a second lieuten-
ant in the Continental Army in June 
1775. 

43. Cora, or Coralie, was the 
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meat I can, but your letter came 
too late for cherries and strawber-
ries. It is a bad fruit year. With 
the sweet-meat I will send the 
books and all the intelligence I can 
obtain. My best love to Mrs. L. 
and Cora.43 This the 12th day 
of July and no news of Lewis.41
Has Serena45 arrived? We are 
anxious to hear. 

Your affectionate sister 

Janet Montgomery. 

Hon. Edward Livingston 

New Orleans. 

youngest child of the Honorable Ed-
ward Livingston to whom this Jour-
nal was addressed, and of Louise 
Davezac, his second wife. She wa s 
born at New Orleans in 1806 and mar-
ried Thomas Pennant Barton, son of 
Dr. Benjamin Smith Barton in April 
1833. They made Montgomery Place, 
Barrytown, New York, their perma-
nent summer home. Mrs. Barton 
died at Montgomery Place on May 
twenty-second 1873. 

44. This was Lewis Livingston 
third and then only surviving child 
of the first marriage of the Honorable 
Edward Livingston and Mary Mc 
Evers, his wife. Lewis was born in 
1798 and died December twenty-sixth 
1821 at sea, returning from abroad. 
After the death of the Honorable Wil-
liam Jones, Mrs. Montgomery had 
made up her mind to leave her prop-
erty to Lewis. After his death, she 
finally left it to her youngest brother, 
the Honorable Edward Livingston. 

45. Serena Livingston, one of the 
daughters of John R. Livingston and 
Eliza McEvers, his wife, and 
therefore a niece of Mrs. Montgom-
ery. She married Colonel George 
Croghan. 
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Coffin, Mrs. J. Ross (Beulah Hunt), Millbrook, N. Y. 
Cole, Miss M. Elizabeth, Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Cole, Mrs. Norvin (Grace Nichols), Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Collins, Mrs. B. C., Mill River Road, Oyster Bay, L. I., N. Y. 
Collins, Mrs. Elizabeth Curtis, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Collyer, Captain Moses W., Chelsea-on-Hudson, N. Y. 
Colman, Mrs. John D. (Grace S.), Pawling, N. Y. 
Colton, Mrs. Charles (Augusta Bayer), Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
Colwell, Mr. Chauncey P., Cynwyd, Penna. 
Colwell, Mr. Louis S., 15 Redpath Crescent, Montreal, Canada. 
Colwell, Mrs. Louis S., 15 Redpath Crescent, Montreal, Canada. 
Conger, Mr. Edward A., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Conklin, Miss S. Louise, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Conley, Miss Mary E., Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Cookingham, Harris L., M.D., Red Hook, N. Y. 
Cooley, Mr. Paul Flagler, Chase National Bank, Park Ave., at 60th St., 

New York City. 
Coon, Mrs. Homer A. (Clara T. Van Vliet), Red Hook, N. Y. 
Coon, Mr. Richard E., Jr., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Corbally, Mrs. Charles J., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Corliss, Miss Mary, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Cornelius, Mr. Henry B., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
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Cornell, Mr. Martense, Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Corney, Mr. Henry S., Beacon, N. Y. 
Corney, Mrs. Henry S., Beacon, N. Y. 
Corwin, Mrs. John W. (Caroline A. Baxter), Beacon, N. Y. 
Cotter, John Isaac, M.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Cotter, Mrs. John Isaac (Fanny Penoyer), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Coughlan, Mr. Emmet P., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Coughlan, Mrs. Emmet P. (Katherine Reed), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Cramer, Mrs. George E. (Annie Williams), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Cramer, Miss Sarah P., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Crane, Miss Elizabeth, Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Crary, Miss Amy, Beacon, N. Y. 
Crary, Miss Cornelia Fulton, Beacon, N. Y. 
Crispell, Clifford A., M. D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Crispell, Mrs. Clifford A., (Georgia), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Crosby, Mr. Maunsell S., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Crouse, Miss Frances E., Red Hook, N. Y. 
Crum, Mrs. Raymond (Emma Wiley), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Culver, Mr. Harry W., Amenia, N. Y. 
Culver, Miss Laura B., Amenia, N. Y. 
Cummings, Mr. Lawrence Belding, 151 East 80th Street, New York City. 
Cunningham, Mrs. Thomas, Sr. (Jane E.), Beacon, N. Y. 
Cutler, Mrs. Stephen H., Millbrook, N. Y. 

Daley, Mr. Eugene D., R. F. D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Daley, Mrs. Eugene D., R. F. D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Darrow, Mrs. John H. (Evangeline Moore), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Daughton, Mr. Joseph A., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Davids, Mr. George W., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Davids, Mrs. George W., (Anna Hof), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Davis, Miss Caroline B., Wiccopee, N. Y. 
Davol, Mrs. J. B., (Edith Allen), Fishkill, N. Y. 
Dayley, Miss Anna G. W., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Dean, Mrs. Robert (Mary E.), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Dedrick, Mrs. Frank (Nona Conley), Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, 

N.Y. 
deGaris, Mrs. Arthur (Lucy Hurd), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Delafield, General John R., Red Hook, N. Y. and 44 Wall Street, New 

York City. 
Delamater, Mr. Harold, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Delano, Miss Laura, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Delapenha, Mr. R. U., Rudco, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
deLaporte, Mr. Theodore, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
deLaporte, Mrs. Theodore (Helen Reed), Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
de la Vergne, Mr. Charles, Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
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de la Vergne, Mrs. Charles (Florence Van Wagner), Salt Point, N. Y. 
De Windt, Mr. John Peter H., 40 Wall Street, New York City. 
Dey, Mrs. Harriet Martin, 507 N. Clinton Street, Iowa City, Iowa. 
Dickerson, Mr. Frank S., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Doherty, Mr. John J., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Dominick, Mr. Lamont, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Donaldson, Mrs. 0. S. (Jennie R.), Pawling, N. Y. 
Doty, Miss Eloise, Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
Doughty, Mr. Robert N., Beacon, N. Y. 
Doughty, Mrs. Robert N., Beacon, N. Y. 
Dow, Mr. Alexander Cameron, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Dow, Mrs. Alexander Cameron (Elizabeth Frisbie), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Downer, Mr. H. E., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Downing, Vivian F., D.D.S., Arlington, N. Y. 
Downing, Mrs. Vivian F. (Ada), Arlington, N. Y. 
Dows, Mr. Tracy, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Drake, Mr. Clarence J., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
DuBois, Mr. Charles, Fishkill, N. Y. 
DuBois, Mrs. Charles (Ethel Moore), Fishkill, N. Y. 
DuBois, Miss Frances E., Bangall, N. Y. 
Dudley, Mrs. Marion F., Arlington, N. Y. 
Dugan, Mr. John P., Fishkill, N. Y. 
Dutcher, Mr. William A., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Dutcher, Mrs. William A. (Gertrude J.), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Duxbury, Dr. Paul Coates, 24 East 48th Street, New York City. 
Dwan, Mr. William W., Danbury, Conn. 

Edwards, Miss Laura Jay, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Elting, Mr. Henry S., Tivoli, N. Y. 
Elsworth, Miss Ethel Hinton, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Elsworth, Miss Mary Johnston, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Eno, Mr. Frank. Pine Plains, N. Y. 

Ferris, Mrs. Morris P., Hempstead, L. I., N. Y. 
Fish, The Hon. Hamilton, 2319 Ashmead Place, Washington, D. C. 
Fitch, Miss Clara S., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Fitch, Mr. John A.. 414 West 118th Street, New York City. 
Fitch, Mrs. John A., (Florence Lee), 414 West 118th Street, New York 

City. 
Fitch, Mrs. Robert W., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Flagler, Miss Jean L., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Flagler, Mrs. Joseph (Zilpha Storm), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Flagler, Mrs. Philip Dorland, R.F.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Flournoy, Mr. Francis R., St. Stephen's College, Annandale-on-Hudson, 

N.Y. 
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Folger, Mr. M. Glenn, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Folger, Mrs. M. Glenn (Geraldine Wood), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Foote, Mr. George B., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Ford, Mrs. L. W. (Anne T. Martin), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Forbes, Mrs. George (Mary G. Roach), Elkridge, Howard Co., Md. 
Fowler, Mass Lena N., Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
France, Mrs. Albert W. (Helen G. Newkirk), Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Freeborn, Miss Wilhelmina, Tivoli, N. Y. 
Frissel, Mr. Algernon Sydney, 530 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
Frost, Mr. Allen, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Gaines, Mr. Clement C., Beacon, N. Y. 
Gardner, The Hon. Frank L., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Gardner, Mrs. Frank L. (Edith M. Young), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Gardner, Mr. John M., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Gardner, Miss Nina C., Poughquag, N. Y. 
Garlick, Mrs. William, Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Garrison, Mr. Cornelius W., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Gellert, Mr. Edward, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Gellert, Mr. William Livingston, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Gibson, Mrs. Frank H., 182 North Broadway, Yonkers, N. Y. 
Gillet, Mrs. Louis A. (Helen Kent), Beacon, N. Y. 
Gjobye, Mrs. Thomas N. (Julia W.), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Gleason, The Hon. Daniel J., Millerton, N. Y. 
Goodsell, Mr. Charles H., Short Hills, N. J. 
Goring, Mrs. John M. (Cornelia), Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Goring, Miss Mary C., Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Goring, Mr. Thomson, Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Green, Mr. Seward T., Pawling, N. Y. 
Green, Mrs. Seward T. (Jennie Toffey), Pawling, N. Y. 
Greene, F. Howell, M.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Greene, Mrs. F. Howell, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Greene, Mr. Frank„ R.F.D., Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Greene, Mrs. Frank, Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Griffing, Mr. Joseph, Red Hook, N. Y. 
•Griffing, Mrs. Joseph, Red Hook, N. Y. 
Grubb, The Hon. John Bodden, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
•Grubb, Mrs. John B. (Harriet C.), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Guernsey, Mr. Raymond G., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
'Guilder, Mrs. Robert (Marian Vandegrift), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Guilder, Mrs. Walter C. (Grace Davis), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Gurney, Mrs. Herbert R. (Susan Pierce), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Hackett, Mr. Henry T., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hackett, Mr. John M., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

84 



Hackett, Mrs. John M. (Charlotte Cuineen), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hadden, Mrs. Robert S. L. (Laura Allen), Staatsburg, N. Y. 
Haen, Mr. A. Chester, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Haferkamp, Mrs. Ludwig (Elizabeth Vail), Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Haight, Mrs. A. V. V. (Ida Paulding), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Haight, Miss Anna S., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Haight, Miss Lida, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Haight, Mr. Van Voorhis, Waterbury, Conn. 
Haight, Mr. William D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Haight, Mrs. William D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hall, Mr. Selden H., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hall, Mrs. Selden H. (Mary Nash), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Halliday, Miss Aletha D., Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Halstead, Mr. George D., Arlington, N. Y. 
Halstead, Mrs. George S. (Esther E. Dickinson), Arlington, N. Y. 
Halstead. Miss Ruth, Arlington, N. Y. 
Halsted, Miss Ida, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Ham, Mr. John M., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Ham, Mr. Milton T., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Ham, Miss Alice T., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Hamlin, Mr. John 0., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Hammond, Mr. Benjamin, Beacon, N. Y. 
Hanna, Mr. John A., Dover Plains, N. Y. 
Harrington, James T., M.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Harris, Mrs. J. Andrews, 3rd (Elizabeth L. Flagler), 49 Bethlehem 

Pike, Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Hart, Miss Florence E., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hart, Mr. Frederick H. M., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hart, Mr. F. Palmer, Upper Red Hook, N. Y. 
Hart, Mxs. F. Palmer, Upper Red Hook, N. Y. 
Hart, Mr. Herbert, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hart, Mrs. Herbert (Sara Forman), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hasbrouck, Mrs. Louis P. (Elizabeth Herrick), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hasbrouck, Miss Rosalind, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hasbrouck, Mr. Ross, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hasbrouck, Mrs. Ross (Henriette M. Shepard), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hassett, The Hon. Thomas J., Beacon, N. Y. 
Haviland, Mr. Benjamin H., Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Haviland, Miss Caroline E., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Haviland, Mr. Henry Joseph, Jr., 16 Butler Ave., Ticonderoga, N. Y. 
Haviland, Miss Jennie R., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hawley, Mr. Earle, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hawley, H. Reed, M.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hawley, Mrs. H. Reed (Lillian Frost), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hays, Mrs. William J., Millbrook, N. Y. 
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Hazzard, The Rev. Thomas R., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Heaney, Mr. Frederick, Beacon, N. Y. 
Heaton, Mr. Adna F., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Heermance. Mr. Radcliffe, Princeton, N. J. 
Herge, The Rev. Charles, Fishkill, N. Y. 
Herrick, Mr. Frank, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Herrick, Mrs. Frank (Sarah Reed), Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Hicks, Miss Mary C., New Hackensack, N. Y. 
Hill, Mrs. Harry H. (Anna Mitchell), Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Hill, Mr. John J.. Millerton, N. Y. 
Hinkley, Miss Mary, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hinkley, Miss Rhoda, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hoag, Mrs. F. Philip (Mary B. Pray), Poughquag, N. Y. 
Hopkins, The Hon. Charles A., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hopson, Mr. Francis J., City Club of New York, New York City. 
Howard, Mr. Frank B., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Howell, Mr. William D., Red Oaks, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Howell, Mrs. William D., Red Oaks, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Hunt, Mrs. A. S., Jr. (Alice Bogle), Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Hunt, Mr. Thomas, Tivoli, N. Y. 
Hunt, Mrs. Thomas (Helen Jewett), Tivoli, N. Y. 
Huntington, Mrs. Robert P. (Helen Dinsmore), Staatsburg, N. Y. 
Hurd, Mrs. Jay (Mary J.), Pawling, N. Y. 
Husted, Mr. Chester, Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
Husted, Mrs. May W., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Irving, Miss Beatrice S., Hughsonville, N. Y. 
Irving, Mrs. J. Edmund, Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Ivory, Miss Annie, Beacon, N. Y. 

Jackson, Mrs. Henry (Diana A.), Stormville, N. Y. 
Janes, Mrs. John M., (Susan De La Vergne Baldwin), Poughkeepsie, 

N.Y. 
Jennings, George J., M.D., Beacon, N. Y. 
Jennings, Mrs. George J., Beacon, N. Y. 
Joseph, Mrs. Charles, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Joseph, Mrs. Harold K. (Charlotte Freiberg), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Judson, Miss Lenore, Beacon, N. Y. 
Judson, Mr. William H., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 

Keane, Mrs. John H. (Alice Van Houten), Beacon, N. Y. 
Kehr, Mrs. Charles, Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Keith, Mrs. James D. (Laura Capron), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Keith, Miss Annie Hooker, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Kendall, Mrs. Frank (Anna Dean), Fishkill, N. Y. 
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Kenyon, Mr. Clarence, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Kenyon, Miss Helen, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Kerley, Mr. Albert F., Red Hook, N. Y. 
Kerley, Mrs. Albert F., Red Hook, N. Y. 
Kerley, Charles G., M.D., 132 West 81st Street, New York City. 
Kerr, Mr. James A., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Kilbourne, Mr. T. Rae, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Killmer, Miss Everetta, Beacon, N. Y. 
King, Mr. Frank S., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
King, Mrs. Frank S. (Bonnie Broas), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
King, Miss Mary, 21 East 56th St., New York City. 
Kip, Mr. William R., 901 Lexington Ave., New York City. 
Kitts, Mr. Edward Buffington, 324 W. 76th Street, New York City. 
Kitts, Mrs. John Franklin (Katherine Wallace), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Kitts, Mr. J. Wallace, 831 E. Jackson Street, Morris, Ill. 
Knapp, Mr. Elbert, Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Knapp, George A., V.S., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Knapp, Mrs. George A. (Marie Van Wagner), Millbrook, N. Y. 
Krieger, Mr. George W., Jr., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Krieger, Mrs. George W., Jr. (Allana B. Small), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Krieger, William A., M.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Laird, Mrs. J. E., (Floy Carpenter), Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
Lamont, Miss Elizabeth K., Millbrook, N. Y. and 125 East 63d Street, 

New York City. 
Lamont, Miss Mary S., Beacon, N. Y. 
Lamont, Miss Nancy M., Beacon, N. Y. 
Landis, Mrs. George (Abigail Stapleford), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Landon, The Hon. Francis G., 60 Broadway, New York City. 
Lane, Charles E., M. D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Langdon, Mrs. Woodbury G. (Sophia E.), 399 Park Avenue., New York 

City. 
Lansden, Mrs. David S., 2911 Elm St., Cairo, Ill. 
Lasher, Mrs. Lena M., Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Lawlor, Mr. Thomas F., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Lawson, Miss Olga A., Chelsea-on-Hudson, N. Y. 
Lawton, Miss Alice 0., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Lent, Mrs. Voris, Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Lent, Mrs. Ward S. (Evelyn Brinckerhoff), Fishkill, N. Y. 
LeRoy, Irving Deyo, M.D., Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
Limeburner, Mrs. Caroline, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Livingston, Mr. Clifford C., Fishkill, N. Y. 
Livingston, Mr. Edward de Peyster, 150 Nassau Street, New York City. 
Livingston, Mr. Goodhue, 527 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
Livingston, Miss Honoria, Germantown, N. Y. 
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Livingston, Miss Janet, Germantown, N. Y. 
Lloyd, Ralph I., M.D., 14 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Lown, M. Clarence, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Lubert, Miss Mary C., Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Lumb, Mr. Henry T., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Lynch, Mr. James E., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Lynch, Mr. Thomas M., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Macaulay, Miss Jean, Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
MacCracken, Henry Noble, LL.D., President's House, Vassar College, 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
MacDougal, Miss Alice T., Amenia, N. Y. 
MacDougal, Mrs. M. T., Amenia, N. Y. 
MacGlasson, Miss Augusta, Beacon, N. Y. 
MacGlasson, Mrs. H. I., Beacon, N. Y. 
Mack, Mr. John E., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
MacKenzie, Mrs. David Hugh (Helen Coffin), Millbrook, N. Y. 
Macomber, Miss Mary J., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Maher, Mr. Richard F., Dover Plains, N. Y. 
Mahoney, Mr. Timothy, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Mahoney, Mrs. Timothy (Araminta Nagengast), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Maloney, Mr. Richard J., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Maloney, Mrs. Richard J. (Catharine Thorn Akin), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Maloney, Mr. William W., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Mapes, Mrs. Stephen S. (Bertha Hoag), Beacon, N. Y. 
Marian, Mr. John B., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Martin, Mrs. Howard Townsend (Justine dePeyster), Ridgefield, Conn. 
Mase, Miss Carolyn C., New Brighton, N. Y. 
Massonneau, Mr. William S., Red Hook, N. Y. 
Masten, Mr. G. Edward, Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
Masten, Mrs. G. Edward, Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
Mattern, Mr. William C., Poughkeesie, N. Y. 
Mattern, Mrs. William C., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Matthews, Mrs. Dewitt Clinton, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
McCaleb, Miss Ella, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
McCambridge, J. E., M.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
McCambridge, Mrs. J. E. (Isabelle Mulford), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
McCann, Mr. Charles, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
McKeown. Mrs. William J. (Eugenia Lyon), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Merritt, Mr. Allen Douglas, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Merritt. Miss Caroline V., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Merritt, Mrs. Douglas (Elizabeth Cleveland Coxe), Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Merritt, Miss Ethel Douglas, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Merritt, Mrs. George W. (Alice Thorne), Millbrook, N. Y. 
Miller, George N., M.D., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
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Miller, Mrs. Roswell, Sr., Caradoc, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Miller, Mr. Theodore H., Kingwood Park, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Minard, MM. Elias G. (Mary Adriance), South Mountain Park, Bing-

hamton, N. Y. 
Monahan, Miss Margaret, Pawling, N. Y. 
Moore, Mr. Thomas R., Shekomeko, N. Y. 
Morgan, Mr. Frederick North, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Morgan, Mrs. Gerald (Mary Newbold), Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Morgan, Mrs. Henry S. (Marian Barradale), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Morgan, Miss Ruth, Staatsburg, N. Y. 
Morgenthau, Mr. Henry, Jr., Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Morgenthau, Mrs. Henry Jr. (Elinor Fatman), Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Morschauser, The Hon. Joseph, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Morschauser, Mrs. Joseph, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Morse, Mr. E. Darwin, Amenia, N. Y. 
Moul, Mrs. Frank (Caroline C.), Red Hook, N. Y. 
Mulrein, Miss Kathleen, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Myers, Mr. Henry, Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Myers, Mr. James, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Myers, Mrs. James, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Mylod, Mr. Frank V., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Mylod, Mr. John J., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Mylod, Miss Mary V., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Mylod, Mr. Philip A., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Mylod, Thomas F., M.D., 580 Washington Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Naylor, Mrs. George, Jr. (Cora A. LeRoy), Peekskill, N. Y. 
Nepfel, Miss Florence, Stormville, N. Y. 
Nepfel. Miss Martha, Stormville, N. Y. 
Newbold, Miss Edith, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Newbold, Mr. Frederick R., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Newcomb, Miss Alice C., Hotel Bossert, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Nightingale, Mrs. Lionel G. (Mildred Clark), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Norris, Mr. Oakley I., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Nuhn, Mr. Clifford, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

O'Donnell, Mr. Richard V., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Ogden, Miss Marion G., 413 Lake Drive, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Olivet, Miss Florence W., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Olmsted, Miss Julia C., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Olmsted, Miss Mary A., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Olney, Mrs. Amy G., Staatsburg, N. Y. 
Osborn, Mrs. George L (Eleanore E. Bartlett), Millbrook, N. Y. 
Overocker, The Hon. George, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Parker, Mrs. Cecil (Mary F.), Hyde Park, N. Y. 
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Parker, Mrs. Felix K., (Anne Wallace), 1218 Campbell Ave., Roanoke, 

Va. 
Parkinson, Mrs. Robert L. (Elizabeth Maloney), Alumnae House, Vas-

sar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Parks, Mrs. Arthur A. (Blanche J.), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Parris, Mrs. Edward L., (Mary I.), Paris, Me. 
Patterson, John E., D.D.S., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Paulding, Miss Edith, 4316 Grace Ave., Bronx, New York City. 
Peckham, Alva Lawrence, M. D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Peckham, Mrs. Alva Lawrence (Margaret Chisholm), Poughkeepsie, 

N.Y. 
Penoyer, Mrs. W. J., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Penton. Miss Anna E., Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
Perkins, Mr. Edward Elsworth, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Phillips, Mr. S. V., Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Phillips, Mrs. S. V. (Winifred P.), Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Picard, Mrs. Irving (Anne C.), Beacon, N. Y. 
Pinckney, Mr. 0. C., Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Pinckney, Mrs. 0. C. (Mildred Meyer), Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Pinkharn. Mr. Herbert, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Pitcher, Mr. Conrad N., 150 West 38th Street, New York City. 
Platt, Miss Anna, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Platt, The Hon. Edmund, Marine Midland Corp., 120 Broadway, New 

York City. 
Platt, Miss Louise, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Polhemus, Mr. James S., 69 Washington St., Newark, N. J. 
Poucher, Mr. Franklyn J., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Poucher, Mrs. Franklyn J. (Eleanor Graeme Taylor), Poughkeepsie,. 

N.Y. 
Poucher, John Wilson, M.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Poucher, Mrs. John Wilson (Catherine DuBois LeFevre), Poughkeepsie,. 

N.Y. 
Pray, Mrs. William H. (Alice Schmidt), LaGrangeville, N. Y. 

Quinterro, Mr. Frederick S., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Rainey, Miss S. Frances, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Rapalje, Mr. John, Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Raymond, Mr. Sidney W., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Reagan, Mr. William J., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Reagan, Mrs. William J., (Florence Lindley), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Reed, Miss Julia, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Reese, Miss Margaret M., Hughsonville, N. Y. 
Reynolds, Mr. Allen Stanley, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Reynolds, Mr. Augustus R., Poughquag, N. Y. 
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Reynolds, Mr. Harris S., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Reynolds, Mrs. Harris S. (Martha Millard), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Reynolds, Miss Helen Wilkinson, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Reynolds, Miss May L., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Reynolds, Mr. William C., 227 Jefferson Avenue, New York City. 
Richards, Mrs. Keene, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Richey, The Rev. Alban, Jr., Holderness School, Plymouth, N. H. 
Richmond, Mrs. George W. (Louise Merritt), Beacon, N. Y. 
Rieser, Mr. Paul A., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Rieser, Mrs. Paul A. (Mary W.), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Rikert, Mr. R. Raymond, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Ripking, Mrs. William (Amelia Sprague), Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Roake, Mrs. Harry (Jessie E. Lawton), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Roberts, Miss Edith A., Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Robinson, Mrs. Charles D. (Anna C.), 234 Grand St., Newburgh, N. Y. 
Robinson, Mr. John B., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Robinson. Mrs. John B. (Winifred Krieger), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Robinson, Mr. Samuel Irving, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Roche, Mr. John H., The Homestead, Chester, Penn. 
Roche, Mr. William M., The Homestead, Chester, Pa. 
Rogers, Mrs. Archibald (Anne C. Coleman), Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Rogers, Mr. Henry W., 121 Varick Street, New York City. 
Roosevelt, The Hon. Franklin Delano, Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Roosevelt, Mrs. James (Sara Delano), Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Roosevelt, Mrs. James Roosevelt (Elizabeth R.), Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Rust, Mr. Albert C., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Rymph, Mrs. Carrie L., Staatsburg, N. Y. 
Rymph, Miss Elma, Salt Point, N. Y. 

Sackett. Mrs. Susan, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Sadlier, James E., M.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Sadlier, Mrs. James E. (Harriet Millspaugh), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Sage, Mrs. William F. (Cornelia DuBois), Beacon, N. Y. 
Salberg, Mr. George G., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Sarner, Mrs. Eva, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Sawyer, Miss Harriet, Alumnae House, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Schickle, Mr. William, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Schier, Mrs. Frank (Eva Cuyler Staats), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Schoonmaker, Mr. A. Allendorph, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Schoonmaker, Mrs. A. Allendorph (Addie Mallory), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Schoonmaker, Mrs. James 0. (Mabel LeRoy), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Schrader, Mr. Gustavus A., Beacon, N. Y. 
Schrader, Mrs. Gustavus A. (Florence Bond), Beacon, N. Y. 
Schryver, Mr. Henry B., Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Schryver, Mr. M. V. B., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
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Schwartz, Mrs. Albert E., (Mary C. Rupley), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Schwartz, Mrs. Edward T., (Mabel A. Titus), New Hamburgh, N. Y. 
Schwartz, Mr. John Rupley, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Schwartz, Mrs. John Rupley (Anne LeFevre Poucher), Poughkeepsie, 

N.Y. 
Scofield, Mrs. Frank L. (Maud Round), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Seaman, Mrs. George (Irmingarde Van Horn Freeman), Beacon, N. Y. 
Seaver, Mr. Alfred D., Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
Seaver, Mrs. Alfred D. (Anna L.), Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 
Sheahan, The Rev. Joseph F., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Shears, Mr. Herbert C., Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Shears, Mrs. Herbert C., Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Sheldon. Mrs. Obed (Marita Vail), Millbrook, N. Y. 
Sherow, Mr. Norman W., 52 Vesey Street, New York City. 
Sherwood, Mr. Charles D., Brinckerhoff, N. Y. 
Sherwood. Mr. Louis, 15 Exchange Place, Jersey City, N. J. 
Simpson, Mrs. Albert A. (Elizabeth Campbell), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Simpson, Mr. Albert B., R.D. 2, Oswego, N. Y. 
Simpson, Dr. Reuben Spencer, 65 Broad Street, Lyons, N. Y. 
Simpson, Mrs. Reuben Spencer, Lyons, N. Y. 
Simpson. Dr. Robert, R.D. 4, Fulton, N. Y. 
Sisson, Mr. Harry T., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Sittenham, Mr. William, 5 East 9th Street, New York City. 
Sittenham, Mrs. William, 5 East 9th Street, New York City. 
Slee, Mrs. J. N. (Margaret Sanger), Fishkill, N. Y. 
Slee, Miss Lina, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Sleight, Miss Anna Ward, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Sleight, Mr. David Barnes, R.F.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Slocum, C. J., M.D., Beacon, N. Y. 
Smith, Mr. Bertram L., Beacon, N. Y. 
Smith, Mrs. Bertram L., Beacon, N. Y. 
Smith, Mr. De Cost, Amenia, N. Y. 
Smith, Mr. Grant E., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Smith, Mrs. Herman (Anna R.), Cold Spring, N. Y. 
Smith, The Rev. Herbert Stanley, Barrytown, N. Y. 
Smith, Mr. J. Henry, Wassaic, N. Y. 
Smith, Mrs. J. Henry, Wassaic, N. Y. 
Smith, Mr. Louis G., 151 East 81st Street, New York City. 
Smith, Mr. Philip H. Waddell, 50 Hodge Road, Princeton, N. J. 
Smith, Mr. Robert C., Salt Point, N. Y. 
Smith, Mrs. Robert C. (Shirley Forman), Salt Point, N. Y. 
Smith, Mr. William DeGarmo, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Snyder, The Rev. Elsworth, Fishkill, N. Y. 
Snyder, Mrs. Elsworth, Fishkill, N. Y. 
Southard, Miss Jennie, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
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Spratt, The Hon. George V. L., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Sproul, Mrs. William C. (Emeline Roach), Chester, Pa. 
Spurling, Mr. Sumner Nash, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Spurling, Mrs. Sumner Nash (Genevieve Brown), Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Stearns, Mr. Vincent D., Beacon, N. Y. 
Stearns, Mrs. Vincent D., Beacon, N. Y. 
Steenburg, Mr. Ernest, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Sterling, Mrs. George, Poughquag, N. Y. 
Sterling, Mr. Warner S., Dover Furnace, N. Y. 
Stevenson, Mr. Frederick S., 34 Nassau Street, New York City. 
Stewart, Mr. Lea La Rue, 45 Peterboro Street, Boston, Mass. 
Stewart, Mrs. Lea La Rue (Mabel R.), 45 Peterboro Street, Boston, 

Mass. 
Stockton, Mrs. Sanford D. (Mary H. Hahn), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Storm, Mr. Elton G., Beacon, N. Y. 
Storm, Mrs. William T. (Charlotte Underhill), Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Stoutenburgh, Miss Elizabeth, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Stringham, Mr. Edward Barnes, Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
Stringham, Mrs. Edward Barnes (Susan Varick Van Wyck), Wappingers 

Falls, N. Y. 
Strong, Mr. Jacob H., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Strong, Mrs. Jacob H. (Jennie Underhill Shaw), Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Strong, S. M., M.D., 4233 Kessena Blvd., Flushing, L. I., N. Y. 
Suckley, Miss Margaret L., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 

'Suckley, Mrs. Robert B. (Elizabeth P. Montgomery), Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Sullivan, Miss Andrienne F., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Supple, Mr. Leonard J., Fishkill, N. Y. 
Supple, Mrs. Leonard J. (Rachel Schoonover), Fishkill, N. Y. 
Sweetser, Mrs. Frank L. (Lina P.), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Swift, Mrs. Albert A. (Gertrude Birdsall), Millbrook, N. Y. 
Swift, Mrs. Gurdon, Millbrook, N. Y. 

Taber, Miss Alicia H., Pawling, N. Y. 
Taber, Mrs. Fred C. (Elizabeth), Pawling, N. Y. 
Taber, Miss Martha Akin, Pawling, N. Y. 
Ten Broeck, Mr. Derrick W., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Ten Broeck. Mrs. Lula Gregory, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Thelberg, Elizabeth Burr, M.D., Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Thew, Mr. Martin E., Arthursburgh, N. Y. 
Thew, Mrs. Martin E., Arthursburgh, N. Y. 
Thomas, William Sturgis, M.D., 1175 Park Avenue, New York City. 
Thomson, Mr. George M., 141 Broadway, New York City. 
Thorne, Mr. Oakleigh, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Thorne, Mrs. Oakleigh (Helen S. Stafford), Millbrook, N. Y. 
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Thorne, Mrs. William Van Schoonhoven, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Titus, Miss Alice C., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Tobey, Mr. Earle D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Tobey, Mrs. Earle D., (Florence Dudley), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Todarelli, Mr. Thomas J., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Todd, John B., M. D., 740 S. Beech St., Syracuse, N. Y. 
Tompkins, Mr. E. Lakin, Beacon, N. Y. 
Tompkins, Mrs. Lewis (Helen Mather), Beacon, N. Y. 
Tompkins, Miss Rita I., Beacon, N. Y. 
Tower, Mr. Joseph Tuckerman, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Tower, Mrs. Joseph T. (Maria Bockee Carpenter), Millbrook, N. Y. 
Townsend, Mr. Thomas S., 442 West 160th Street, New York City. 
Traver, Mr. Merritt H., Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Triller, Mr. Charles, 109 East 35th Street, New York City. 
Trowbridge, Miss Phebe D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Troy, Mr. Peter H., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Tucker, Mrs. Charles (Diana Adriance), Stormville, N. Y. 
Turnbull, Mrs. James (Mabel C.), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Turner, Dr. Chauncey G., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Tuthill, Miss Josephine C., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Underhill, Mrs. Charles M. (Annie Rapelje), Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Underhill, Mrs. E. A., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Underhill, Miss Josephine C., Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Upton, Mrs. Edwin C. (Gay Robb), Annandale, N. Y. 

Vail, Mrs. Willard (Gertrude Flagler), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Van Benschoten, Mr. John, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Van Benschoten, Mrs. John (Carolyn L. Butts), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Van de Bogart, Miss Mary, Red Hook, N. Y. 
Vandevoort, Mr. John B., Fishkill, N. Y. 
Vandewater, Mrs. John H. (Rosamond Budd), Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Van Etten, Mrs. Cornelius S. (Sarah Hill), Rhinebeck, N. Y. " 
Van Houten. Mrs. Frank H. (Lillian Merritt), Beacon, N. Y. 
Van Houten, Mr. James E., Beacon, N. Y. 
Van Houten, Mrs. James E. (Stella Rogers), Beacon, N. Y. 
Van Houten. Mrs. John M. (Mary Brinckerhoff), Beacon, N. Y. 
Van Kleeck, Mr. Baltus B., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
van Kleeck, Mr. Charles M., 10 Mitchell Place, New York City. 
Van Kleeck, Mrs. Frank (Sara Sleight), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Van Nest, Major Eugene, Red Hook, N. Y. 
Van Tine, Mrs. Robert F., Beacon, N. Y. 
Van Vliet, Mr. George S., Staatsburg, N. Y. 
Van Wyck, Miss Edith, Wiccopee, N. Y. 
Van Wyck, Mr. Edmund, Arlington, N. Y. 
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Van Wyck, Mr. Joseph, Arlington, N. Y. 
Van Wyck, Mrs. Joseph (Charlotte Bartlett), Arlington, N. Y. 
Van Wyck, Mrs. K. V. S., Murray Hill Hotel, New York City. 
Ver Nooy, Mrs. Amy, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Verplanck, Mr. Bayard, Beacon, N. Y. 
Verplanck, Mrs. Samuel (Katherine R. Wolcott), Beacon, N. Y. 
Verplanck, Mrs. William E. (Virginia E.), Beacon, N. Y. 
Vincent, Miss Anna M., Dover Furnace, N. Y. 
Vincent, Mrs. Ralph, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Vincent, Mr. Thomas 0., Millbrook, N. Y. 
Vincent, Mrs. Thomas 0. (Lena Botsford), Millbrook, N. Y. 

Wagner, Mr. Webster, Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Wagner, Mrs. Webster, Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Waldo, Miss Helen, Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 
Ware, Miss Caroline, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Waterman, Mrs. George B. (Katherine B. Hawley), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Waterman, Mr. Ralph Ten Eyck, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Webb, The Hon. J. Griswold, Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Wells, Miss Caroline Thorn, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Wettereau, Mr. William N., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Wey, Mrs. Edward (Agnes Teal), R.F.D. 1, Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Wey, Mrs. William F. (Eliza Traver), Rhinebeck, N. Y. 
Weyant, Mr. Morrison V. R., Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Weyant, Mrs. Morrison V. R., Hyde Park, N. Y. 
Wheaton, Mr. Isaac Smith, Lithgow, Amenia, N. Y. 
Wheaton, Mrs. Isaac Smith (Helen M. Fairchild), Lithgow, Amenia, 

N.Y. 
Wheeler, Mrs. Everett P. (Alice Gilman), New Hamburgh, N. Y. 
White, Mrs. Albert W. (Florence C.), LaGrangeville, N. Y. 
White, Miss Annie D., Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
White, Mrs. Charles H., Wappingers Falls, N. Y. 
White, Miss Frances E., 2 Pierpont Place, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
White, Mrs. Henry S. (Mary W. Gleason), Vassar College, Poughkeep-

sie, N. Y. 
Wiberly, Mr. George, 52 Waller Avenue, White Plains, N. Y. 
Wilbur, Mr. Daniel Webster, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Wilbur, Mrs. Daniel Webster (Mary G. Conklin), Poughkeepsie, N. Y, 
Wilbur, Mr. James B., Sharon, Conn. 
Wilcox, Mr. F. P., 59 West 85th Street, New York City and Stanford-

ville, N. Y. 
Williams. H. St. John, M.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Willis, Mrs. William H. (Adele S.), Hughsonville, N. Y. 
Wilson, Mr. Alexander P., 71 Broadway, New York City. 
Wilson, John S., M.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
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Wintringham, Mr. H. C., Millerton, N. Y. 
Wodell, Miss Katherine, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Wodell, Miss Katherine Hall, 30 Hillhouse Avenue, New Haven, Conn. 
Wodell, Mr. Silas, Millbrook, N. Y. 
Wodell, Mrs. Silas (Ethel Paul), Millbrook, N. Y. 
Workman. Mr. William J., New Hamburgh, N. Y. 
Worrall, Mr. George, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Worrall, Mrs. George (Mary Lake), Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Wyant, Mr. Alexander L., Red Hook, N. Y. 
Wyant, Mrs. A. L. (Katherine Field), Red Hook, N. Y. 
Wyckoff, Mr. Halsey P., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Wyckoff, Mrs. Halsey P., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
Wylie, Miss Laura Johnson, Ph.D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Zabriskie, Mrs. Andrew C. (Frances Hunter), Barrytown, N. Y. 
Zabriskie, Mr. Christian A., Barrytown, N. Y. 

MEMBERS LOST BY DEATH 

1929- 1930 

Walter C. Anthony 
Mrs. William Archer 
A. Reynolds Beal 
Mrs. Charles W. Belding 
Mr. Henry Booth 
Mr. Wilson Carpenter 
H. K. Du Bois, M. D. 
Mrs. Warren Skinner Foster 
Miss Heloise Graham 
Mrs. Frederick H. M. Hart 
Mrs. Frank B. Howard 
Mr. David K. Jackman 
Miss Harriet Roosevelt Jewett 
Mrs. Robert Johnston 
Mrs. Clarence Kenyon 
Mr. Francis R. Masters 
Mr. John F. Ringwood 
Mr. James E. Sague 
Mrs. Howard Scofield 
Mr. Peter Roosevelt Sleight 
Mrs. Albert W. Sullivan 
Mr. William S. Teator 
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