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OCCASIONAL PUBLICATIONS
OF THE
DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1916—PAMPHLET: Troutbeck, A Dutchess County Homestead; by
Charles E. Benton. Out of print.
1924—COLLEcTioNs:VoL. I; Poughkeepsie, The Origin and Meaning
of the Word; by Helen Wilkinson Reynolds. For further infor-

mation address: Miss Helen W. Reynolds, 56 Grand Avenue,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
1924—COLLECTIONS, VOL. II; Old Gravestones of Dutchess County,
New York; collected and edited by J. Wilson Poucher, M. D.,
and Helen Wilkinson Reynolds. For further information address: J. Wilson Poucher, M. D., 15 Adriance Avenue, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
1928—COLLECTIONS, VOL. III; Records of the Town of Hyde Park,
Dutchess County, New York; edited by Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Edition exhausted.
1930—COLLECTIONS, VOL. IV; Notices of Marriages and Deaths in
Newspapers printed at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 1778-1825; compiled and edited by Helen -Wilkinson Reynolds. For further
information address: Frank B. Howard, 234 Main street, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
1932—COLLECTIONS, VOL. V; Register of the Reformed Dutch Church
at New Hackensack, Dutchess County, New York; edited by
Maria Bockee Carpenter Tower. For further information address Mrs. Joseph T. Tower, Millbrook, Dutchess County, New
York.
1933—In preparation; COLLECTIONS, VOL. VI; Records of the Town
of Fishkill, Dutchess County, New York; edited by William
Willis Reese. Publication to be announced later.
1933—In preparation; COLLECTIONS, VOL. VII; Notices of Marriages
and Deaths in Newspapers printed at Poughkeepsie, New York,
continued. Publication to be announced later.
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TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS
November 1, 1683
November 1, 1933
On November 1, 1683, the Legislature of the Province of New
York passed an Act "to divide this province and dependences into shires
and Countyes." The Act provided that: "The Dutchess's County
(shall) bee from the bounds of the County of Westchester on the South
side of the High-lands, along the East side of Hudsons River as farre as
Roelof Jansens Creek, & East-ward into the woods twenty miles."
On November 1, 1933, "the Dutchess's County" (now known as
Dutchess County) passed its two-hundred and fiftieth birthday and
celebrated on the anniversary a period marked by growth and prosperity
and by useful achievement in many fields of endeavor.
The Dutchess County Historical Society offers birthday greetings
to its friends and neighbors and congratulates all whose privilege it is to
live in one of the first, one of the best and one of the most loved counties
in the state of New York.
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SECRETARY'S MINUTES
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MARCH 11, 1933
A meeting of the Board of Trus- sie. This resignation was accepted
tees of the Dutchess County His- with regret. Miss Annette Young
torical Society was held at the Am- was proposed as successor to Dr.
rita Club on March 11 at two o'- MacCracken and the Secretary was
clock.
directed to ask her if she would
Present: President Reese, Vice- accept election.
President-at-large Baldwin, TrusMiss Reynolds reported the
tees Barnard, Mylod, Reynolds, death in October of Mrs. Frank H.
Shears, Van Vliet and Van Wyck, Van Houten, one of the trustees of
and the Secretary and the Treasur- the society. The Secretary was
er.
instructed to write a letter to Mr.
The report of the Treasurer was Van Houten and extend to him the
given and was approved and the sympathy of the society in his loss.
Mr. Henry T. Hackett was probudget for 1933 was discussed. It
was decided, upon motion, to in- posed as successor to Mrs. Van
crease the salary of the assistant Houten on the board of trustees
secretary to $100 per year, begin- and Mr. Mylod was directed to
ask him if he would accept election.
ning January 1, 1933.
Miss Reynolds announced that
The plans for the annual meeting in May were discussed and Dr. President Roosevelt had presented
Baldwin was appointed to secure a to the society two historical charts,
speaker for that meeting.
which have been added to the colSuggestions for the annual pil- lections of this society at Vassar
grimage were discussed and it was Institute. The Secretary was indecided to make arrangements, if structed to write to the President
possible, with the Historical So- and to convey to him the thanks of
ciety of Newburgh Bay and the the society for this gift.
Highlands to join with this society
The Secretary, Mr. Mylod and
in a visit to New Windsor to the Dr. Baldwin were appointed a
headquarters and the museum at committee to inspect the belongings
Newburgh in the afternoon. The of this society stored at Vassar InSecretary was instructed to corres- stitute. it was suggested that the
pond with the secretary of the Curator make a list of these articles
Newburgh society and to report and investigate the matter of inat the meeting in May.
surance.
The Secretary reported the resThe Secretary reported the loss
ignation of Dr. Henry Noble Mac of seventeen members by resignaCracken as Vice-President, repre- tion and nine by death.
Miss Lina Eppendorf of Poughsenting the Town of Poughkeep9

Upon motion, the meeting adjourned.
Secretary.

keepsie and Mr. E. S. Foster of
Hyde Park were elected members
of the society.

ANNUAL MEETING
MAY 26, 1933
The Annual Meeting of the
Dutchess County Historical Society
was held on Friday, May 26, at 11
o'clock at the Nelson House. There
was an attendance of 42 members.
The meeting was called to order
by the President.
The Secretary read the minutes
of the semi-annual meeting, held
October 21, 1932, and the minutes
of a meeting of the Board of Trustees held March 11, 1933. These
minutes were accepted and approved.
The Secretary reported that the
society had received by gift and exchange the f011owing items:
The Quarterly Bulletin of the
New York Historical Society.
New York History, the quarterly of the New York State
Historical Association.
The Quarterly Bulletin of the
Westchester County Historical
Society.
Two volumes, Payne's Geography, the gift of Mr. William
Wintringham.
Papers relating to Major
Abraham Lent and his descendants, the gift of Major F. B.
Warring.
Bible records from the family
Bibles of John B. Swartwout,
Henry Hagaman, Adeline Martin and Sarah Swartwout Allen,
the gift of Mrs. Timothy Mahoney.

A large oil painting of Isaac
Abbatt (1770-1838) of Pleasant
Valley, also old newspapers and
letters in reference to Isaac Abbatt, the gift of Mr. Robert
Abbatt.
A literary chart of America
and a chart of the Presidents of
the United States, the gift of
Mr. Franklin D. Roosevelt.
The Secretary reported that the
society had lost the following members by resignation since the fall
meeting:
Mr. Oscar T. Barck, Mrs.
Thomas W. Barrett, Miss Rosalie
Clements, Dr. John Isaac Cotter,
Miss Caroline B. Davis, Miss
Clara S. Fitch, Mr. William D.
Howell, Mrs. William D. Howell,
Mr. Clarence Kenyon, Mr. Goodhue Livingston, Mrs. Stephen S.
Mapes, Mrs. Frank Moul, Mrs.
Lionel G. Nightingale, Mrs. W.
T. Penoyer, Mr. Norman W. Sherow, Mrs. George H. Sterling, Dr.
C. G. Turner, Mr. John B. Vandevoort, Mrs. Robert F. Van Tine,
Mrs. Webster Wagner.
The Secretary deplored the fact
that so many members had been
lost in this way and urged that an
effort be made to make up this loss.
At the same time he felt that most
societies and organizations had had
a large number of resignations and
that when the present depression is
10

over the membership would again
increase.
He also reported that the society
had lost the following members by
death:
Mr. Arthur T. Benson, Dr.
Harris L. Cookingham, Mrs. Marion F. Dudley, Miss Laura Jay
Edwards, Mr. Algernon Sydney
Frissel, Mr. Edward de Peyster
Livingston, Mrs. George W. Merritt, Mrs. James Myers, Mrs.
Frank H. Van Houten, Mrs. W.
H. Willis, Miss Katherine Wodell.
The Treasurer gave her report,
which was accepted and follows
these minutes. She also reported
that the society had at present 765
members of whom 424 had paid
their dues for 1933.
The following names were presented for membership and they
were accordingly elected:
Mr. Francis N. Bain, Newburgh; Professor John Howard
Howson, Vassar College; Mr.
Harris N. Cookingham, Vancouver„ B. C.
Miss Reynolds read a letter she
had received from Mr. Cookingham, in which he reported the
death of his father, Dr. Harris L.
Cookingham, and asked if he himself might not become a member of
the society. He spoke of his interest in his old home county, the
home of his ancestors. Mr. Van
Vliet gave a short genealogical account of the Cookingham family
in Dutchess County and spoke of
the derivation of the name.
Miss Reynolds described the
charts which had been presented to
the society by President Roosevelt;
11

Dr. Poucher showed some photographs which Miss Barlow had
loaned that copies might be made
for the collections of the society.
A motion was made and seconded that the Secretary cast one ballot to re-elect the present officers of
the society and those whose terms
expire in 1933. Mr. Henry T.
Hackett was elected a trustee to
fill the vacancy occasioned by the
death of Mrs. Frank H. Van Houten of the class of 1936, and Miss
Annette Young was elected a vicepresident, representing the Town
of Poughkeepsie, to succeed Dr.
Henry Noble MacCracken, resigned.
Mr. Van Vliet suggested that a
greater interest in the society might
be aroused if some of the meetings
were held in various parts of the
county instead of holding them in
Poughkeepsie. This matter was
discussed and a motion was made
and seconded that the fall meeting
be held in some other part of the
county and that the location be left
to the Board of Trustees, with
power to act.
Mrs. William Hadden, representing the Junior League, reminded the society that this society had
contributed $100.00 for the upkeep of the Glebe House and had
paid one-half of the insurance, annually. She expressed the hope
that this society would continue
these contributions.
Mr. Van Vliet spoke of the
statement made by Robert David
Lion Gardiner of Columbia University, at the meeting of the New
York State Historical Association
held at Southampton, October 7,

1932, to the effect that Elizabeth,
the daughter of Lion Gardiner was
the "first child of English parentage to be born in what is now the
State of New York". Mr. Van
Vliet brought a copy of some extracts from the Bible of Lion Gardiner and requested that this society go on record as making a correction of the statement that Elizabeth Gardiner was the first child
of English parents to be born in
the State of New York. The Secretary was requested to present the

data from the Bible to Dr. Dixon
Ryan Fox of Columbia University.
There being no further business
the meeting adjourned to the dining room where 87 members and
friends partook of luncheon and
enjoyed an interesting talk on
"Some Reflections on Colonial
Proprietors; or, What's in a
name ?", by Miss Louise Fargo
Brown of the history department
of Vassar College. The meeting
ended with a rising vote of thanks
to the speaker.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OCTOBER 20, 1933
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Dutchess County Historical Society was held on Friday,
October 20, 1933, at the Amrita
Club.
Present: President Reese, Trustees Baldwin, Barnard, Husted,
Mylod, F. J. Poucher, Van Kleeck
and Van Wyck, and the Treasurer
and the Secretary.
A report of the year book, which
is well under way, was given by the
Secretary, in the absence of Miss
Reynolds.
Resolutions of thanks were
passed by the Board in appreciation of courtesies extended on the
occasion of the recent pilgrimage
by the following: Mr. Samuel L.
Stewart and Colonel J. Townsend
Cassidy of the New York State
Commissioners in charge of the
Washington's headquarters and the
headquarters of General Knox at
12

Newburgh; Mr. David W. Jagger, President of the Historical Society of Newburgh Bay and the
Highlands; the Rev. A. Elwood
Corning, President of the Temple
Hill Association; and to Mrs.
Frank N. Bain, of Newburgh.
The committee in charge of the
celebration of the 250th anniversary of the county reported on the
program which was being prepared.
The Treasurer's report was given and bills to the amount of $200
for work for the year book were
ordered paid.
The following new members
were elected: The Rev. A. Elwood
Corning as an honorary member,
and Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence S.
Haskin and Mr. and Mrs. John
Creswell.
The meeting adjourned.
J. WILSON POUCHER,
Secretary.

Annual Report
of the TREASURER of the
DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
May 26, 1933
$1,452.68
Brought forward October 21, 1932,
Received from dues, interest and sale of Year Book 851.59
$2,304.27
DISBURSEMENTS
1932
$
5.35
Nov. 11, Lansing & Broas; reply postals
100.00
Nov. 18, Helen T. Heaton; Glebe House
1.60
Nov. 18, F. B. Howard; packing, storing, Coll. IV.
20.00
Dec. 7, Helen T. Heaton; insurance, Glebe House.
301.25
Dec. 13, Rhinebeck Gazette; 825 Year Books
.55
Dec. 13, F. B. Howard; packing, postage, Coll. IV
37,55
Dec. 23, Lansing & Broas; 1000 stamped envelopes
Dec. 30, J. W. Poucher ; mailing & postage, Year
26.38
Book
Dec. 30, Agnes J. Criblez, typing labels, filling en8.40
velopes
.70
Dec. 30, F. B. Howard; mailing, Coll. IV
5.00
Dec. 30, Lansing & Broas; 1000 bill-heads
1933
25.00
Jan. 3, Amy Vernooy, assistant secretary
25.00
Jan. 3, Allen Frost, curator
50.00
Jan. 3, Katherine B. Waterman, treasurer
87.00
Jan. 16, Lansing & Broas; binding 825 Year Books
3.00
Jan. 16, N. Y. State Hist. Assn; dues
25.00
Mar. 26, Amy Vernooy ; retroactive pay
.42
May 25, Tax on checks
.23
May 25, Exchange on Canadian check
Total disbursements

$ 887.80

Balance on hand, May 26, 1933

$1,416.47

Balance in Permanent Account, $477.81.
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Semi-Annual Report
of the TREASURER of the
DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
October 20, 1933
Balance forward, May 26, 1933
$1,416.47
Received from dues, interest, sale of Year Book . . .
227.69
$1,644.16
DISBURSEMENTS TO DATE
1933
June 5 ;Amy Vernooy; cards, postage, May meeting.$
June 5; Lansing & Broas; return postals
June 28; Helen W. Reynolds; postage, petty cash
July 3; Amy Vernooy; assistant secretary
July 3; Allen Frost; curator
July 3; Katherine B. Waterman; treasurer
July 31; J. Wilson Poucher ; sale of Collections,
Vol. 2
July 31; Maria B. Tower; sale of Collections Vol. V
July 31; Helen W. Reynolds; sale of Collections,
Vol. I
Aug. 2; Katherine B. Waterman; postage
Aug. 14; Tax on checks
Sept. 25; Lansing & Broas; Pilgrimage programs. . .

15.00
5.00
5.00
50.00
25.00
50.00
20.00
10.00
3.00
1.16
.22
13.55
197.93
$1,446.23

Balance in Permanent Account, October 20, 1933, $477.81.
Respectfully submitted,
KATHERINE B. WATERMAN.
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THE ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE
On Thursday, September 21,
1933, the Dutchess County Historical Society made its sixteenth
annual pilgrimage.
The places
visited were in Orange County,
outside the borders of the homeland, it was necessary to cross the
river to reach them and the weather offered uncertainties but, nothwithstanding distance from home
and a cloudy early morning, a long
procession of cars formed at 11.00
A. M. at the place of assembly in
Newburgh and increased to larger
numbers later. At one time fortyfive cars were counted present. All
were filled to capacity and, allowing four as the average number of
passengers to a car, at least 180
pilgrims joined in the expedition.
Occasional light showers up to
2.00 P. M. interfered with the
program only so far as to prevent
having lunch on the wet grass of
the lawn at the headquarters of
General Knox in the town of New
Windsor, Orange County. Baskets were opened in the house, on
the porches and in cars.
Cordial hospitality on a generous
scale was extended by the State
Commission in charge of the headquarters buildings of General
Washington and General Knox,
the Commission being represented
by Colonel J. Townsend Cassedy ;
by the Temple Hill Association,
represented by the Rev. A. Elwood
Corning; by the Historical Society
of Newburgh Bay and the Highlands, represented by Mr. David
W. Jagger; and by the City of
Newburgh, represented by the

Mayor, Mr. Chester Brown, and
a group of residents that included
Mr. and Mrs. Francis N. Bain,
the Rev. John Marshall Chew and
the Rev. Curtis H. Dickins. It
was felt that a new link was forged
in the chain of friendship between
the sister-counties of Orange and
Dutchess and that it was good for
river-county neighbors to meet each
other in such a pleasant way.
Appended below is a copy of the
program for the day and also reports of addresses made at Temple
Hill and at Knox's Headquarters.
SIXTEENTH PILGRIMAGE
Thursday, September 21, 1933
Daylight Saving Time.
Basket Lunches.
PLAN OF PILGRIMAGE
The purpose of the pilgrimage
of 1933 is the observation of the
150th anniversary of the close of
the War of the Revolution.
When peace was proclaimed in
1783 Washington was living at
Newburgh and many officers and
men of the Continental Army were
quartered near him in Orange
County.
It is therefore timely and fitting
for members of the Dutchess County Historical Society to go this year
to places in a sister-county with
which men and events of 1783
were closely associated.
Three points of interest in this
connection are to be visited: Temple Hill, the headquarters of Gen15

eral Knox and the headquarters of
General Washington.
In arranging for these visits the
pilgrimage committee has been fortunate in the cordial co-operation
given it by Mr. Samuel L. Stewart,
chairman of the New York State
Commission in charge of the two
headquarters; by the Reverend A.
Elwood Corning, president of the
Temple Hill Association; by Mr.
David W. Jagger, president of the
Historical Society of Newburgh
Bay and the Highlands; and by
Mrs. Francis N. Bain of Newburgh; to all of whom the committee is indebted for many courtesies and to all of whom thanks
are extended in the name of the
Dutchess County Historical Society.
ROUTE OF PILGRIMAGE

Pilgrims will proceed from their
homes to Newburgh.
Arriving at Newburgh follow
Broadway west to Lake Street,
Route 32.
At Lake Street turn left (south)
and fall into line behind the leader's car. The leader's car will
park on the right (west) side of
Lake Street in front of Chadwick's
Bleachery a short distance beyond
Broadway.
11.00 A. M. hour of assembly.
Please be prompt.
From place of assembly proceed
south in procession at 25 miles an
hour.
Right turn at Silver Stream Inn.
Proceed to a sign marked "Temple Hill Monument."
Turn left and proceed to another sign beside the road indicating
16

the monument on a hill in a field.
Due to arrive here at approximately 11.30 A. M.
Impossible to take cars up to the
monument.
Pilgrims will alight at gate that
leads into field and cars will be
driven on until the middle of the
line is opposite the gate.
The monument marks the spot
where a chapel was built for the
men of the Continental Army.
The story of what occurred at
Temple Hill will be told at the
monument by the Reverend A. Elwood Corning of Newburgh, president of the Temple Hill Association.
At sound of horn, pilgrims will
re-enter cars at approximately
12.15 P. M. and the procession
will proceed south to village of
Vail's Gate.
At Vail's Gate left turn on main
concrete highway. Follow leader.
Proceed on highway to the headquarters of General Knox on right
(south) side of road.
Turn right up narrow lane and
again right to circle in front of the
house. Due to arrive at approximately 12.30 P. M.
Pilgrims will alight at front
door and cars will be driven on
into indicated parking space.
After visiting the house, pilgrims
will gather on the north lawn
where an historical address will be
delivered by the Honorable Hamilton Fish, Jr., Member of the Congress of the United States.
Basket lunches on the lawn after
the address.
Please leave no litter.

At sound of horn, pilgrims will
re-enter cars.
At approximately 2.15 P. M.
procession will proceed under police escort to the city of Newburgh.
Keep in line on this conducted
trip. Do not drive to Newburgh
independently.
Arriving at Newburgh at approximately 2.30 P. M. the police
will provide parking space around

the headquarters property.
There will be no address here
for the reason that, after visiting
the headquarters house of General
Washington, pilgrims will wish to
go to the museum, a recent building near the older dwelling, in
which there is much of interest to
see.
From Newburgh, pilgrims will
disperse at individual convenience.

AN ADDRESS MADE AT TEMPLE HILL
SEPTEMBER 21, 1933
BY

THE REVEREND A. ELAVOOD CORNING
Mr. President, members of Dutchess County Historical Society, and
friends:
In pausing here at Temple Hill on your historic pilgrimage to-day
you have come to one of the most important shrines in the country.
History was made here, history destined to be of great and lasting significance to the infant nation so lately consummated through the devoted
efforts of the victorious army under Washington, an army which waited
here for the final terms of peace between Great Britain and her former
colonies to be proclaimed.
A year had elapsed between Yorktown and the establishment of this
last encampment of the Revolutionary army. From October 28, 1782
to June 23, 1783, some eight thousand soldiers were domiciled here.
Through their exertions they erected the finest structures they had enjoyed during the entire war; made of timber and stone, they were
"plasant and elegant", to quote a writer of the period.
To the west of Silver stream which flowed yonder in the meadow
were quartered the New Hampshire, New York and New Jersey troops;
to the east of that stream were the first and third Massachusetts brigades,
and over to the left of the monument, a little to the south, beside a small
17

stream of water, was located the second Massachusetts brigade. The
streams account, perhaps, for the selection of this particular locality.
The two main divisions of the camp were connected by a causeway
across Silver stream and the swamps. The Maryland detachment was
also cantoned here in New Windsor, but its location is not known.
At this time the army was under command of Major General Horatio
Gates, as senior officer, who was quartered at the John Ellison house,
more widely known as "Knox's headquarters", to which you will go
from here.
By the middle of December, 1782, then, a little more than a month
and a half from the time the army came here, a sylvan wilderness was
transformed into a city of log huts with a hospital and a Public Building,
known as the Temple. We owe the erection of the last named to the
Rev. Dr. Israel Evans, a native of Pennsylvania, and Chaplain of the
New Hampshire brigade, who suggested it to Washington, who in turn
heartily concurred in the proposal.
The Temple was begun early in January, and was sufficiently completed by February 6th to be the centre of a public celebration in honor
of the alliance with France. By order of Washington, in addition to
a formal review of the troops and other exercises, a cold collation was
provided for all the officers of the army and the ladies and gentlemen of
the neighborhood to the number of about five hundred. Of this event
we are permitted to catch a glimpse from a letter of Timothy Pickering
to his wife, which reads in part: "I have returned from the Temple of
virtue. Alas! how little will it deserve the name! for how little virtue
is there among mankind! How small the number whose actions are not
dictated by their interest or passions. Some such there are in every
society . Some such will occasionally enter the army's public building,
and give color for the title the good Doctor has chosen for it. He
pronounced an oration in it to-day to a crowded audiance, the Commander-in-chief and all the officers were there assembled. Mrs. Washington, Mrs. Knox, Mrs. Hand, and some others of the sex were present.
You have lost nothing by being absent. Even the oration fell vastly
short of my expectations. Whole years so spent would yield me less
pleasure than with thee, my love, one single day . . . "
However this particular occasion may have been given over to
hilarity it was in this same building,—the Temple of Virtue—that
18

Washington afterwards called the officers of the army and uttered those
memorable words in reply to the Armstrong Letters. The effect of
Washington's supreme effort that day did more than aught else to turn
the tide and assure for posterity a republican form of government. It is
this event at the Temple which shall forever make the site of this encampment hallowed ground. It is this event which renders the importance of Temple Hill national in scope.
We have not time to even succinctly review other events which help
to round out our historic picture of this old camp ground. That it may
be kept for the inspiration of American youth; that pilgrims from all
over this country may come thither to renew their knowledge of the
great scenes which centered here; that proper recognition may be given
to the men who supported Washington at the Temple on that 15th day
of March, 1783, when, through sheer force of personality, faith in and
loyalty to, the great Commander, his hands were upheld and his advice
heeded, the National Temple Hill Association want eventually to reconstruct the Temple, and to build a Museum of American history, to
house relics connected especially with the history of the Highlands of
the Hudson.
We want, also, to erect huts similar in design to those used by the
soldiers here, possibly for the accommodation of tourists, who shall come
here, as to-day pilgrims go to Valley Forge, Saratoga and Gettysburg.
It is earnestly hoped that patriotic and fraternal organizations may here
construct shrines, either as headquarters, or as memorials to their
respective societies. We aim, further, to create a public park and civic
centre, where the physical, patriotic and spiritual edification of American
youth may be advanced.
We solicit the help of all patriotically minded Americans in this
enterprise, because Temple Hill is the heritage of, and should be cherished by, all Americans. It has been referred to as the "Cradle of the
Republic". Certainly at Temple Hill, in that dark travail of history,
when Washington fought against insidious designs, America was spiritually re-born.

19

OUTLINE SUMMARY OF THE ADDRESS MADE AT
NEW WINDSOR, SEPTEMBER 21, 1933

BY
THE HON. HAMILTON FISH,

JR.

I am glad to join with the members of the Dutchess County Historical Society on their annual pilgrimage to historic and patriotic shrines
and particularly to Major General Henry Knox's old headquarters in
the town of New Windsor. It is most fitting and proper that Temple
Hill and Knox's Headquarters should be chosen this year as the places
to be visited as it was just one hundred and fifty years ago this fall that
the Continental Army was disbanded at Newburgh. The centenary of
that event was probably the largest and most important celebration ever
held at Newburgh. William M. Evarts, a former Secretary of State
and at that time a United States Senator, one of the greatest orators of
his time, was the main speaker. National Guard Regiments from New
York and Brooklyn participated and all the Grand Army of the Republic posts along the Hudson River marched in the parade accompanied by
forty bands. Due to economic conditions this year the 150th anniversary
celebration will have to be dispensed with.
The John Ellison house where Generals Knox, Gates and Greene
had their headquarters at various times during the Revolution was erected in 1734 and the more substantial stone part in 1754. History tells us
that the original building was so constructed that a horse could enter one
door, drawing a large log for the huge fireplace and leave by the opposite
door.
Washington's Headquarters at Newburgh is celebrated for having
a room with seven doors and one window, whereas Knox's Headquarters
has one more door. Knox's Headquarters was the center of social entertainment during its use by the officers. On one of the window panes
may still be seen the names of several belles of Orange County, written
with a diamond. The names of Maria Colden, Gertie Wynkoop and
Sallie Jansen are thus recorded and after the name of one is found the
word: Amen.
This whole section, including Newburgh, Fishkill, New Windsor
and West Point can rightly be called the cradle of the Republic. It is
well for us Americans of this generation not only to refresh our memories
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of the historical events that occurred here but to reaffirm our faith in
those principles of government and ideals handed down to us by our
forefathers. The Republic that was born here still survives. We have
not changed our Republican form of government merely because the
Congress very properly relinquished temporarily some of its powers to
the President in the economic emergency in order to wage war on unemployment and the depression. There is a vast difference between the
despotic dictatorships of the Right and of the Left in Europe and our
representative form of government under the Constitution. We have
not sacrificed any of our rights or liberties under the Constitution and
the Congress can take back any of the powers it loaned the President
whenever it so decides. Our Republican form of government is the
oldest in form and structure in the world and we do not propose to
surrender any of our rights or liberties or freedom of speech, of the press
or of assembly for any form of European dictatorship. We still believe
in the sovereignty of the American people and that our representative
system of government, within the Republic, is the soundest, fairest, wisest
and best ever developed by the mind of man.
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CELEBRATION
OF THE
TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CREATHON OF
THE DUTCHESS'S COUNTY
On November 1, 1933, the two-hundred and fiftieth anniversary of
the creation of the Dutchess's County was observed under the auspices
of the Dutchess County Historical Society with a special program at
Poughkeepsie, the county seat. In the morning there were addresses in
the Supreme Court Room of the Court House, which were followed by
a lunchon and an address at the Nelson House. Preliminary arrangements had been made by Dr. J. W. Poucher, Executive-Secretary of the
Society, and the President, W. Willis Reese presided throughout. The
Supreme Court Room was filled to capacity and one hundred and
seventy-four guests gathered in the main dining room of the hotel, which
large attendance witnessed to the general interest felt in the occasion.
That interest was further evident in the spirited manner in which speakers and listeners joined together to make the celebration a memorable one.
In detail the program provided as follows:
Addresses at the Court House by:
Joseph A. Daughton, County Clerk.
J. Gordon Flannery, County Judge.
Everett H. Travis, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors.
C. Fred Close, Member of Assembly.
Howard N. Allen, Member of Assembly.
Alexander Cameron Dow, representing the Bar of Dutchess.
The Rev. Father Joseph F. Sheahan, rector of St. Peter's
Church, Poughkeepsie, and
The Rev. Frank D. Blanchard, pastor of the Dutch Reformed
Church, Rhinebeck; speaking for the churches of the
county;
James E. Sadlier, M. D., representing the Medical Profession
in Dutchess County.
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James F. Baldwin, Ph. D., of Vassar College, speaking for
Education.
Alexander C. Flick, Ph. D., State Historian; speaking on the
Act of 1683, under which the county was created.
The Hon. Hamilton Fish, Jr., Member of Congress, speaking
on the Period of the Revolutionary War in Dutchess.
The Hon. Edmund Platt, formerly Member of Congress,
speaking on the Constitutional Convention at Poughkeepsie in 1788.
Address at the Luncheon by:
Miss Helen Wilkinson Reynolds on the Story of Dutchess
County.
Of the foregoing addresses, that made by Mr. Platt was printed in
full in the issue of the Poughkeepsie Eagle-News for November 2, 1933,
which is on file in the Adriance Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie; the
address made by Miss Reynolds is printed in this Year Book; the others
were more or less extempore.
At the conclusion of the address given by Miss Reynolds at the
luncheon there was read the following special letter of greeting from the
President of the United States. The audience rose and remained standing to receive the message sent by the Chief Executive.
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
October, 30, 1933.
My dear Miss Reynolds:
I wish I could come to the Dutchess County birthday
party on November first but though I cannot be with you all I
shall be there at least in spirit and I hcpe that you will give
every body the warm regards of a son of Old Dutchess who for
the moment is very much immersed in national problems.
Of one thing I am very certain on this 250th Anniversary
of the creation of our county—its good people are continuing
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to do their full and fair share in the progress of civilization and
have not lost the spirit of the pioneer.
Very sincerely yours,
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.
Miss Helen Wilkinson Reynolds
Dutchess County Historical Societ T
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

f
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THE STORY OF DUTCHESS COUNTY
An Address made by
HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS
At the 250th Anniversary of the County—November 1, 1933
It is with pleasure and with pride that we are gathered here today
to celebrate the two hundred and fiftieth birthday of our home-county,
a county youthful in spirit, if old in years, and carrying within its community- life the forces that make for continued growth and development
in the future.
Already we have heard from so many friends, during our program
in the Court House, that there is little for me to give you that is new.
I can offer only a simple outline of the life-story of the Dutchess's
County, with apologies if, in so doing, I touch upon points referred to
by the speakers who have preceded me.
When I try to marshal my thoughts for a survey of the county's
history, I find myself turning back in imagination to the seventeenth
century, when sovereignty was held over this region by the Dutch from
1609 to 1664 and, after 1664, by the English. There were at first but
three settlements in the valley of Hudson's great river—one on Manhattan Island, one on the site of Albany and one on the site of Kingston.
At that time the river was the white man's highway. Its shores were
thickly wooded. Only the Indian roamed the forests.
A day came, however, when men in New York and Albany became
interested in the unknown, forested land along the river and they began
to speculate in real estate on a large scale. It was during that wave of
speculation that the river-counties were laid out on the map and created
after the model of the shires in England by an Act of the Legislature of
the Province of New York.
Of those original river-counties there were five: Albany, Ulster,
Orange, Westchester and Dutchess; and, to a student of history, one of
the important facts revealed by a comparison of them is that those five
counties, each founded by white men as a new settlement, developed with
many similarities but also with many differences. At first thought it
might be supposed that any two sections of the river-valley would be
almost identical in characteristics. But such is not the case. Look
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beneath the surface and it soon is plain that in this or that particular
local influences have operated to produce regional dissimilarities.
To illustrate. After Dutchess County was created as a civil unit
in 1683 the number of inhabitants increased for a time so slowly that the
officials of Ulster administered the affairs of Dutchess, Ulster being at
the moment the more populous of the two counties. Ultimately the
scene shifted completely. Not only did Dutchess set up and maintain her
own government, but she outstripped Ulster in population and, by the
1770's, had become the second county in the Province of New York,
Albany (with immensely more territory) being the fi rst.
The fact that in the eighteenth century the population of Ulster was
more or less static, while that of Dutchess multiplied, is easily accounted
for. In Ulster there are mountainous ridges, running north and south.
The farms were in the valleys. Communication was difficult. Families
were isolated. Customs became fixed. Traditions crystallized. Changes
of any kind were few. Ulster became a conservative locality, in which
much can still be found that is suggestive of the colonial period.
On the other hand, within the present boundaries of Dutchess the
topographical features lent themselves to development and inter-communication. The hills were not too difficult to pass over or around; the
soil was good; the area was well watered; all sections had direct access
to the river. The result was that when land was offered for sale in large
amounts people came in in number, moved about with comparative freedom and had some contact with the outside world. Thus traditions and
customs were less fixed in Dutchess than in Ulster; there is less of the
eighteenth century in evidence in Dutchess today than across the river;
and the mental coloring of the population is different.
Comparisons such as this can be made between any two of the
original river-counties and will show how like and yet how unlike any
two are.
In the development of Dutchess County in the eighteenth century
certain fundamental factors shaped the course of events. One (as we
have just noted) was the nature of the territory itself,—the topographical
features and the adaptability of the land for agriculture. Another was
the river, an accessible highway for transportation and for commerce.
And, thirdly, there were the forms of tenure under which land was
occupied.
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The favorable surface of the county, within its present boundaries,
has been mentioned but, before leaving the subject of topography, it
should be added that the creation of Putnam County was undoubtedly
occasioned by the natural features of that area. Dutchess originally
extended southward to Westchester but in 1812 its southern end, which
included the region of the Highlands, was set off as a new county, largely
for the reason that communication was difficult between the hill-country
and the more open portion to the north.
As regards the river, it is obvious that the part it has played in the
life of this community cannot be over estimated. The documentary
records of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries always speak of it as:
Hudson's river and I like to revert to that original usage in the possessive
case. A personal touch is given by it that links us with Henry Hudson,
the man, much more definitely than the current designation: the Hudson
river. Until the railroad was built in the middle of the nineteenth
century the shores of the river retained, almost unaltered, the appearance
that they presented to the first white men who came here. An occasional
landing for sloops along the steep, wooded banks was the chief evidence
that white civilization existed in the hinterland. Back of the forested
shore-line white men settled, increased in numbers and in prosperity and,
more and more, used the river for travel and for commerce. It was an
essential factor in the social and economic life of this county.
Of the influence of Henry Hudson's great river upon the spiritual
and emotional life of our people, who can speak adequately? Have not
we who were born beside it or those of us who have elected by choice to
live near it absorbed from its beauty and its grandeur a subtle something
that has become a part of our very selves? Each of us has only to look
into his or her own heart to know what an enduring and uplifting
message the river has for us!
Beside the effect upon the life of the inhabitants of Dutchess caused
by topography and by the river, it is necessary to consider the manner in
which title to land was obtained.
When the legislature of the province of New York passed the act of
November 1, 1683, which laid out on the map "the Dutchess's County"
(another instance of the possessive case!), the area outlined was unexplored. There were Indians here. There may have been an occasional
white hunter or squatter. But no white men were settled as residents
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and white men did not know their way through the woods and along the
streams. At once there began a series of purchases of large tracts of land
by men in New York and Albany, which continued until all of the
present county was covered by Crown Patents that confirmed the title.
The purchases were made for different reasons. The Rombout
Patent is said to have been acquired with the idea of making profits in
furs and timber (although it was not ultimately used in that way).
Colonel Henry Beekman obtained the Rhinebeck and Beekman Patents
and transmitted the land to his descendants as an investment. The Great
Nine Partners Patent was a speculative venture and the tract was broken
up into homestead farms.
Part of the land taken up in Dutchess by settlers was held under
deeds in fee simple,—that is: absolute ownership. Part was occupied
under leases. There was no manorial land and Dutchess escaped the
blight that some of the other river-counties suffered from under the
manorial system. Dutchess did suffer somewhat under the leasehold
system, which was akin to that of the manors, for where land was leased
progress of all sorts was slow. It was the independent landowner, the
man who was his own master, who created the prosperity to which
Dutchess finally attained.
The first permanent white residents in Dutchess, for whose presence
there is documentary evidence, were on the site of the city of Poughkeepsie in 1687. In 1700 there were settlers living on the site of Rhinecliff and soon after 1708 on the site of Beacon but in 1714 there were
only sixty households established within our borders. A thin fringe of
settlement near the river was all there was of Dutchess for a long time.
The truth is that the patentees of the larger patents did not at once press
the sale of their holdings and, until they did so, the population of the
county increased very slowly.
It was the good fortune of the Dutchess's County, however, that it
was never the scene of Indian warfare. The land was sold by the natives
willingly, the white purchasers paid for it and the Indians gradually died
out or moved away. Nor was there ever a trading post in Dutchess.
At New York, Albany and Kingston trading posts were set up early,
where the white men dealt with the Indians in furs, and at each of
those places there was drunkenness and violence. Here, when settlers
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arrived, they came as home-makers and they developed a community of
farmers.
In the last statement lies the explanation of the fact that at first
there were no villages in Dutchess. In New England people migrated
In Dutchess the
and settled in groups and the village was the unit.
single family and single farm were the units. Houses were widely separated. Only an occasional mill, or a blatksmith's shop, or a river-landing
became a center, around which clustered a few buildings and, except for
Poughkeepsie, where the Court House occasioned the growth of a
hamlet, and Fishkill and Rhinebeck, each of which had a few houses near
a Dutch Church, villages cannot be said to have existed here until after
the Revolution.
It was in the second quarter of the eighteenth century, when the
owners of the great patents made definite efforts to sell their lands, that
there began to be a noticeable increase in the population of Dutchess.
In the development of this country as a whole the frontier has always
been a factor of importance and, until the present era, there has always
been a place farther on for people to move to. And so, between 1725 and
1750, Dutchess was a sort of frontier. Families came here from New
England, Long Island and New Jersey, from Albany, Ulster and Westchester Counties and Dutchess, from being in 1737 the seventh county in
the province of New York in population, was from 1756 to 1775 the
second in numbers, surpassed (as stated above) only by Albany County.
In extraction the people who came here then were American-born
descendants of ancestors who had come to America from the British Isles
and from several parts of the continent of Europe. The majority of the
arrivals were probably English, with the Dutch second on the list. And
so, of course, there was a local language problem. In the first place we
have some place-names of Indian origin but rendered in English and
In common speech there were English and
Dutch phonetic spelling.
Dutch and some German and in the county records the inter-play of the
three is clearly revealed for spelling was not by rule, it was phonetic and
the Englishman and the Dutchman each wrote down what he thought
he heard the other say, with a result that is both amusing and puzzling.
Before the Revolution white men occupied the area that now constitutes Dutchess County for eighty-odd years, in which time the forests
were cleared for agriculture, roads opened, grist-mills and saw-mills
29

built, civil government set up and civil divisions laid out. The Board
of Supervisors was the legislative body; there were executive officials,
such as the County Clerk and others; and there were local courts.
Education was represented in that pre-Revolutionary period by dame
schools and by local schools where the three R's were taught. It was not
until the latter part of the period that a classical academy was founded.
There seem to have been no ecclesiastical quarrels. Theology did
not interest the people, as it did in New England. The ministers were
faithful pastors but apparently they did not greatly influence the intellectual life of their congregations. Every one belonged to some
congregation and the churches were social rallying points. West of the
center of the county the Dutch Reformed communion was preponderant;
east of the center there were numerous meetings of the Society of
Friends; here and there were to be found Lutherans, Presbyterians and
members of the Church of England. But tolerance and harmony prevailed in this mixed community.
For the greater part of the period before the Revolution Dutchess
County had but one resident lawyer, Bartholomew Crannell, who settled
at Poughkeepsie in the 1740's, and to a large extent people here depended
for legal advice upon lawyers in New York City.
There were several doctors in Dutchess before 1775 but medicine
and surgery were in their infancy everywhere then; there was no medical
college in this country; older men taught younger ones; the layman used
simple home remedies whenever possible. In the Adriance Memorial
Library at Poughkeepsie is a small notebook compiled in 1767 by Dr.
Cornelius Osborne of Dutchess County which reveals in a vivid way how
little scientific information the profession possessed at that time.
Political life was dormant in the period under consideration.
Dutchess was represented in the Provincial Assembly for forty-two years
(1716-1758) by Henry Beekman, who was the landlord of many tenants
and who, as such, was practically a dictator of affairs. Shortly before
the Revolution the irritation that the people long had felt in connection
with the leasehold system became active and there was some excitement
over that question. When the war broke out the county stood about
two Whigs to one Tory and it is probable that the number of Whigs
(who were the radicals of the day, demanding changes in an established
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order) was augmented by the dissatisfaction caused by the leasehold
system.
During the War of the Revolution Dutchess County was an important place due to its geographical position. Possession of Hudson's river,
from Canada to the sea, was the objective of the military strategy of the
war. The British tried to take the river-valley. The Americans held it.
The American defense was successful partly because of the defeat of
Burgoyne at Saratoga but also because of the Highlands; the mountains
presented a northern barrier which the British, occupying New York
City, could not pass. Behind those beautiful hills, in comparative safety,
the Americans established military centers at Fishkill in Dutchess and
Newburgh in Orange, while the new-born state of New York made
Poughkeepsie the seat of its civil government. From 1777 to 1783
Poughkeepsie was the capital of the state and, in 1788, there, occurred in
the Court House of Dutchess County at Poughkeepsie, on the site on
which the present Court House stands, that great event,—the ratification
by New York of the Constitution of the United States. Had New York
refused to join the Union, we are justified in believing that the United
States would never have come into being as a nation, because the state
divides the Atlantic seaboard into two parts and extends from the
Atlantic north to the Canadian line. And so, Dutchess afforded the
pivot on which our national existence turned!
Trying experiences befell the residents of Dutchess immediately
after the Revolution, similar in character to those which have marked
1929-1933. There were altered values, trouble with prices and currency,
trouble due to speculation and politics; but it may be helpful for us of
today for it to be emphasized that the county weathered the storm of the
1780's and—as the difficulties waned—that it entered upon an era
characterized by healthy growth and development.
As the adverse effects of the Revolutionary War diminished, a slow
recovery set in in Dutchess and expansion took place on simple, sound
lines. Many of the complexities of modern life were absent. Dutchess
emerges to view as a community of native-born citizens and the period
was essentially American. The farmer was the man of fundamental
importance and for several generations agriculture was the base of the
economic structure. The farms were productive; the farmer lived well;
he exported grain, meat, horses and lumber to New York City and to the
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West Indies; the Dutchess County Agricultural Society was formed in
1806; bloodied stock was raised; locust trees were Cultivated to sell as
timber and for plantings along the roads and near dwellings; the sloops
on the river did a large business, carrying the farmer's exports and
bringing back from New York City the manufactured goods that stocked
the local stores.
As prosperity increased schools grew in number and improved in
quality; several were of classical standard and from them the farmer's
son went to college. The bar advanced so rapidly that the county became
well known for its able lawyers. The College of Physicians and Surgeons
was established in New York City and the medical profession at large
took on new life. In 1806 the Dutchess County Medical Society was
founded and• there was a general improvement in local practice.
The Revolution abolished the leasehold system and as a result freeholders obtained more independence, political influence was more diffused
than in the day of large landholders and political parties began to form.
In the first quarter of the nineteenth century the Hudson valley contained the older communities of the state; west and north of the river
were many places newly founded; so that Dutchess County, playing a
relatively important part in the river-valley, was more outstanding in
the state than now. Among the residents of Dutchess at that time can be
noted a Vice-President of the United States, Senators of the United
States; a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States; a Justice
of the United States Circuit Court; a Secretary of War; a Secretary of
the Navy; a Minister to France; a Governor of New York; a Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of New York; &c., &c.
As the nineteenth century went on changes came. The Erie Canal
was opened in 1825 and brought competition with western New York in
grain and gradually the farms of Dutchess declined in prosperity. The
use of water-power for mills began and villages appeared; the railroad
was built and profoundly influenced commerce and transportation; and
immigration of foreign-born peoples occurred in volume. There were
economic ups and downs. The Civil War shook all to their souls' depths.
Education flourished; the county was noted for its many superior schools
and for the establishment of a college for women. Culture was in evidence; a high value was placed upon birth and breeding and good
manners; social life was mellow and Dutchess was widely known as a
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place offering residential advantages. Perhaps to some extent it is true
that the county was politically democratic and socially aristocratic.
Late in the nineteenth century industrialism appeared here and with
it came the problems of capital and labor and other related questions.
We are still too near those problems, still too near the World War and
its aftermath to see in true perspective. or to understand the true significance of many things. Today, as we are gathered here together, we
know that we are in the midst of the workings of mighty forces, social
and economic, that are difficult to explain or to appraise. We are swept
forward on the powerful current of an uncharted stream.
History tells us this, however. Always and ever in the past changes
in outward things have come and have gone. Always and ever the
inward principle of life goes on. As old forms disappear, life itself
persists, clothed in new garments and offering new adventures in faith,
new opportunities for achievement. It is a happy coincidence that today,
November 1st, is All Saints' Day. We of Dutchess can look back to a
long line of men and women, our spiritual forbears, whom we well may
venerate. They made this county what it is for us,—a home-land, dear
to our hearts. As they in the past wrought worthily and left us a valuable heritage, so may we meet the challenge of our day and pass Off that
heritage, unstained, a bequest to those who follow us.
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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S FIRST SPEECH OVER THE
RADIO
On November 19, 1863, Abraham Lincoln delivered an address at
Gettysburgh, Pennsylvania, which is famous for all time. Unfortunately
there grew up in connection with it uncertainties regarding the time,
place and circumstances of its preparation. Differing statements were
made about the same and, as a result, long and earnest endeavor was
necessary to ascertain the facts in part at least.
On March 12, 1933, Franklin D. Roosevelt talked to the American
nation over the radio. It was the first time a President of the United
States had spoken directly to the people over the air on a matter of vital
importance to all. The conditions in the country that day were unprecedented. Like the address made by President Lincoln at Gettysburgh, the
address by President Roosevelt was distinguished for simplicity and
directness. President Lincoln spoke on a subject carrying an appeal to
emotions and sentiments that spring eternal in human hearts. President
Roosevelt dealt with an abstract subject, with which the general public
is unfamiliar; in normal times the mass of the people do not try to understand banking. But on March 12, 1933, banking matters were filled
with emotion and sentiment for every American man, woman and child.
The epochal moment at which President Roosevelt's first radio speech
was delivered, the clarity that marked his words and the impression he
made upon the hearts of all classes of hearers are bound to place his
speech in history in as unique a niche as that accorded President Lincoln's.
In the months that have followed the delivery of President Roosevelt's address various versions have appeared regarding the circumstances
of its preparation. And so, to prevent the repetition and perpetuation of
conflicting accounts, such as those relating to President Lincoln's speech,
the editor of this Year Book asked the President if he would be willing
to make a statement of the facts. That he has very kindly done and the
Year Book here records for the benefit of historians in the future, as well
as for the interest of its readers today, the following:
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
October 30, 1933.
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My dear Miss Reynolds:
Because you told me that there are many versions of how my
first radio speech last March came to be prepared, I see no reason
why the simple facts should not be told.
As you know, the Proclamation officially closing all banks was
signed by me on Sunday evening, March 5th. Almost every bank
throughout the country had already closed its doors, and the chief
purpose of the Proclamation was to bring order out of a chaotic
situation and give the new Administration a few days' opportunity
to bring about an orderly re-opening of essential banking facilities
under uniform principles.
During the following week the policy was established, the
Special Session passed the necessary legislation, and there remained
the one problem of explaining the principles and the policy to the
average of depositors in the banks. It was of course obvious that
the banks had been forced to close by the complete loss of confidence
on the part of these average depositors.
I think it was on Friday that I asked three or four gentlemen
connected with the Government to let me have in writing their
thoughts on what I should say in a public radio statement. Each of
these gentlemen gave me suggestions which were of course based on
the point of view of the department or agency with which each was
connected. On Sunday, March 12th, I read the suggestions, discussed them informally with a number of friends and came to the
conclusion that the imperative purpose would not be answered unless
it was understood and approved by the type of individual whom I
thought of as the 'average depositor.'
This is what caused me to sit down at my desk and try to
visualize the types representative of the overwhelming majority. I
tried to picture a mason, at work on a new building, a girl behind a
counter and a farmer in his field. Perhaps my thoughts went back
to this'kind of individual citizen whom I have known so well in
Dutchess County all my life.
The net result was the dictation of a radio talk to these people
—all of whom had their little capital or savings in some kind of a
bank.
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I do want to stress one point, however,—that the restoration of
confidence at that time was not due so much to any speech or pronouncement as it was to the inherent good sense, the inherent faith
in the Nation, which was a fundamental of the overwhelming
majority of people in every part of the Nation.
Very sincerely yours,
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.
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MORE ABOUT OLD BRIDGES
And Related Things.
In 1741 Adolf Brewer of Bergen County, New Jersey, bought six
hundred acres of land in Dutchess County, much of which tract is occupied now by the village of Wappingers Falls. The following year Adolf
Brewer died and his property passed to his son, Nicholas Brewer, who
removed from New Jersey to Dutchess and for many years operated a
mill on Wappingers Creek near the falls. At the mill Nicholas Brewer
built before 1764 a bridge over the Wappingers and, as this bridge was
said to be "boarded up on the sides" (see: Road Book C, page 52), it
was doubtless a typical cdvered bridge.
On February 28, 1819, a freshet of extraordinary force destroyed
many mills on the Wappingers and carried away every bridge from
Salt Point to the Hudson River. The bridge at Wappingers was immediately rebuilt. It was a covered structure with windows in the sides, as
is shown by an old photograph of it and of the Yellow Mill, which picture is in the possession of Miss May Barlow of Wappingers Falls. I
am indebted to Miss Barlow for data in the preparation of this article.
The bridge of 1819 at Wappingers stood until 1852 when it was
replaced by a stone bridge, thirty feet wide. In 1884 the latter was
widened to sixty feet and rebuilt with red sandstone, the present structure.
The land along the Wappingers Creek, purchased by Adolf Brewer,
was originally a part of the tract for which a patent was issued by the
Crown to Francis Rombout, Gulian Verplanck and Stephanus Van
Cortlandt in 1685. The grant extended from the Fish Kil north along
the Hudson River to a spot five hundred rods north of the Wappingers
Creek. The land of Adolf Brewer was in the part of the patent which
fell to the heirs of Gulian Verplanck when the tract was divided among
the descendants of the three patentees. On April 4, 1777, Nicholas
Brewer sold 422 acres to Matthew Van Benschoten, who on May 1,
1777, conveyed the same to Peter Mesier of New York City. Peter
Mesier was a prosperous business man, possessed of property in New
York. As he was a Loyalist his real estate in the city was confiscated by
the American officials after the British evacuated the city but it was
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eventually returned to him. He moved his family out of New York to
Dutchess and occupied the house and land near the falls of the Wappingers, which had belonged to Nicholas Brewer. The story is told that,
owing to his Loyalist sympathies, his store at Wappingers was on one
occasion during the heated war-period over-run by a mob and much of
its contents destroyed.
After the Revolution Peter Mesier added to his land holdings in
Dutchess and also bought the Yellow and Red Mills. These were flour
mills of good size. The Yellow Mill is said to have had a capacity of
one hundred barrels a day.
The house of Nicholas Brewer and Peter Mesier is still standing in
the village of Wappingers Falls in a good state of preservation and is
surrounded by what is known as Mesier Park. The house and park are
the property of the village corporation, having been acquired by purchase
from the heirs of the Mesiers in 1891. Peter Mesier died in 1805.
Although the history of Dutchess County covers a period of only
two hundred and fifty years, still today many of the names originally
given to small communities in the county have dropped out of use and
been forgotten. Last year while I was hunting for information about
our covered bridges I heard of an article in a newspaper of 1819 that
described the freshet of that year on the Wappingers Creek. The article
stated that the bridge over the creek at Franklindale was washed away.
Where was Franklindale? It took quite a bit of research to determine
that Franklindale was an early name for Wappingers Falls.
In going through Road Books of the county, items of interest have
been found concerning certain roads and bridges as they existed during
the eighteenth century and in the early part of the nineteenth. For these
items, appended here, I am indebteded to Miss Helen W. Reynolds.
1744 September . . , Road Book B; page 1
Mentitm of the "brig" over the Wappings Creek .
This may have been the bridge afterward called Dr. Thorn's
bridge, because the entry refers to land east of the bridge
owned by Abraham Swartwout and Dr. Thorn's title goes
back to Swartwout.
1747, April 6: Road Book B; page 14.
Mention of the "Brigge" over the Wappingers Creek, opposite
the barn of Gilbert Paille.
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Gilbert Palen's farm is the one north of Manchester, owned by
Frank DeGarmo.
1764, December 3; Road Book C; pages 50-52.
Alterations to be made in the Post Road in southeast part of
Poughkeepsie Precinct because of hills, etc.
Hereafter the road to cross the Wappingers Kill at the bridge
lately built by Nicholas Brewer at the west of his grist mill.
The part of the former road that begins at the alteration and
runs to the Wappingers Creek at the old bridge to be stopped.
Nicholas Brewer had a grist mill near the present bridge at the
village of Wappingers Falls. This entry shows that before
1764 there was an "old bridge". It was probably at the upper
or little falls above the present village of Wappingers. Also,
in 1764 Nicholas Brewer had "lately built" a bridge near his
mill, so the road has crossed the creek near the present village
since 1764.
On page 52 of Road Book C, under date of November 27, 1764,
it is recorded that Nicholas Brewer, miller, agrees to keep in
repair one-fifth of the bridge that he lately built and will
"speedily board up the sides."
1765 a map, printed in the Year Book of the Dutchess County Historical
Society for 1924, Vol. 9, page 29.
The map shows a portion of the Rombout Patent and records
five bridges across the Wappingers in 1765:
1. "The bridge south of Brewer's" (at present village of Wappingers Falls).
2. The bridge "at the King's Road" (at the upper falls, where
the post road first crossed).
3. "Thorn's bridge" (near New Hackensack at the land of Dr.
Stephen Thorn).
4. "LeRoy's bridge" ( just above Titusville, at the present Gray
farm).
5. "Platt's bridge" (at the farm then owned by Zephaniah
Platt. Gilbert Palen owned the farm before Platt, as quoted
above in the item dated 1747. The farm is now owned by
Frank DeGarmo. The land is somewhat north of the present
Manchester Bridge.)
1785, January 3; Road Book C, page 192.
A road laid out. It began near the bridge "commonly called
Thorn's bridge" at the road leading from New Hackensack to
Poughkeepsie. It ran easterly to "the Poughquake road leading to Poughkeepsie". Judging from the names of the owners
of the land over which this road was laid out, the road ran
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from the Wappingers Creek to the locality now called Noxon,
following a zigzag course.
1786, April 21; Road Book C, page 195.
A road laid out. At one end of it was "Dr. Thorn's bridge", at
the other end the Oswego Road. The names of the owners
of the land it crossed indicate that it was the road which now
begins east of the bridge at Red Oaks and runs northeasterly
to the road that connects Titusville and the east of the county.
1798 Map, town of Poughkeepsie. Bridge over Wappingers at present
Red Oaks.
J. WILSON POUCHER.
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FARM-LIFE IN THE HUDSON VALLEY
1769 - 1779
Notes and Comment Gathered by Helen Wilkinson Reynolds.
In 1735 Michel Guillaume St. Jean de Crevecoeur was born at
Caen in France, his father "a well bred country gentleman," his mother
"from a family of distinction." As a lad he spent seven years in England
for his education. In 1759 he served with French troops in Canada.
Trained as a surveyor, he went on a map-making expedition along the
Great Lakes and the Ohio river and travelled the length of the Atlantic
seaboard from Nova Scotia to South Carolina. In 1769 he bought a
farm in Orange County, New York; married that same year an American wife; and for ten years lived the life of an American farmer.
When the Revolution came, Crevecoeur was not in sympathy with
it and, as a Loyalist, was obliged to leave his farm. He went to England; then to France. At the close of the war he returned to America
and from 1783 to 1790 was the French consul at New York, where he
had the friendship and approval of Washington. In 1790 he went back
to France and there died in 1813.
The farm which Crevecoeur owned in Orange County was about
fifteen miles in an air-line southwest of the present city of Newburgh, at
the boundary of the present towns of Blooming Grove and Chester and
near the present Greycourt. The land was owned in 1916 by William
R. Conklin. Near Mr. Conklin's own dwelling there was in 1916 another house, which stood on the site of Crevecoeur's. The house that
Crevecoeur himself lived in was destroyed in the Revolution but a sketch
of it, drawn by him, is shown in the Proceedings of the Massachusetts
Historical Society for January, 1906, and in the Pennsylvania Magazine
for July, 1906. His wife died while the war was in progress and his son
and daughter were cared for by a friend. The daughter, AmericaFrances, married in 1790 in New York M. Louis Guillaume Otto,
French charge d'affaires at New York, with Thomas Jefferson present
at the ceremony.
Between 1769 and 1779 Saint John de Crevecoeur wrote at his farm
in Orange County descriptions of the life about him, together with observations made during his travels in America. His manuscripts were
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inherited in his family and in late years were in the possession of his
descendant, M. le Comte Louis de Crevecoeur of Saumer, France.
Crevecoeur, himself, published some of his writings in London in 1782
and in Paris afterward. In 1793 a reprint of the London edition was
made at Philadelphia by Matthew Cary, publisher. Since 1900 several
American editions of Cr.vecoeur's writings have appeared, accompanied
by editorial comment and incorporating different portions of the original
manuscripts. Among such editions may be mentioned:
Letters from an American Farmer; reprinted from original
edition; prefatory note by W. B. Trent, introduction by Ludwig
Lewisohn ; Fox, Duffield & Co. ; New York; 1904.
Everyntan's Library; Ernest Rhys, editor; Letters from an
American Farmer; introduction and notes by Warren Barton
Blake; E. P. Dutton & Co. ; New York; 1912, 1926.
Michel Guillaume St. Jean de Crvecoeur, called Saint John
de Crvecoeur, 1735-1813; Julia Post Mitchell, Ph. D.; Columbia
University Press; New York; 1916.
Sketches of Eighteenth Century America, More Letters of an
American Farmer; St. John de Crevecoeur ; edited by Henri L.
Bourdin, Ralph H. Gabriel, and Stanley T. Williams; Yale University Press; New Haven; 1925. Frontispiece; Likeness of St.
John de Crevecoeur, after the portrait by Valliere, 1786, in the
possession of M. le Comte Louis de Crevecoeur.
From the volume last named—Sketches of Eighteenth Century
America—the editor of this Year Book has culled certain statements of
fact made by Crevecoeur regarding the conditions and customs of the life
lived on his farm in Orange County. The items are presented partly as
verbatim quotations, partly in condensed summary, with page-numbers
of the source-volume cited. They are offered to the members of the
Dutchess County Historical Society for consideration because statements
which were true of Orange County in the eighteenth century must be
also essentially true of Dutchess County at the same time. Differing to
some extent in detail, the two counties were in general similar at that
period as regards living conditions on a farm, and no fuller first hand
account of the experiences of a pioneer and of a well established farmer
can be found than in these writings by Crevecoeur.
Acknowledgement is made here with appreciation of the permission
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given by the editors of Sketches of Eighteenth Century America and by
the Yale University Press, the publishers, to cite so extensively their
edition of Crevecoeur's manuscripts.
EXCERPTS FROM
SKETCHES OF EIGHTEENTH CENTURY AMERICA
The prospective settler. His enquiries about land, climate, seasons.
He examines maps; interviews land-owners, visits the land; hires a man,
(perhaps a hunter) as a guide in the forest. He follows the ancient
blazed trees with sagacity and quickness of sight. "Next he judges of the
soil by the size and the appearance of the trees; next he judges of the
goodness of the timber by that of the soil. He observes the springs, the
rnosture of the earth, the range of the mountains, the course of the brooks.
He returns at last; he has formed his judgment as to his future buildings,
their situation; future roads; cultivation, etc." (pp. 67, 68).
The prospective settler then bargains with the land-proprietors; he
purchases fifteen-hundred acres at forty shillings per acre and gives bond
and mortgage as security; he arrives on the spot with family and cattle,
"deprived of the assistance of friends, neighbors, tradesmen, and of all
those inferior links which make a well established society so beautiful and
pleasing. He and his family are now alone. On their courage, perseverance, and skill their success depends. What is he to do in all possible
cases of accidents, sickness and other casualties which may befall his
family, his cattle and horses, breaking of the implements of husbandry,
etc.?" He becomes a hunter. He and his wife, if any of the family are
sick, must recall directions heard from aged people. "The swamps and
woods are ransacked to find the plants, the bark, the roots prescribed.
An ancient almanac, constituting perhaps all his library, with his Bible,
may chance to direct him to some more learned ways." He mends his
plough and his cart and finally teaches himself to rebuild them. "Behold
him henceforth a sort of intuitive carpenter !" (pp. 69-71).
Long wintry nights come on. The great fire warms the house. The
family sit before it. The mother works, at her loom. The children have
basins of samp on their laps. The father has a few lasts and old tools
and mends the children's shoes. He makes a new pair. They are coarse.
and heavy but they are tight and strong. With the bark and splinters
the children make baskets. (pp. 72, 73).
43

"Now advanced in life and grown rich, he builds a good substantial stone or frame house and the humble log one, under which he has so
much prospered, becomes the kitchen. Several roads intersect and meet
near this spot, which he has contrived on purpose. He becomes an innholder and a country-merchant". (p. 77).
Few laborers to be had and wages high. "Three shillings per day
in common wages and five or six shillings in harvest. They must be at
your table and feed, as you saw it at my house, on the best you have. The
few negroes we have are at best but our friends and companions. Their
original cost is very high. Their clothing and their victuals amount to a
great sum besides the risk of losing them. Our mechanics and tradesmen
are very dear and sometimes great bunglers. Our winters are so severe
and so long that we are obliged to consume during that season a great
part of what we earn in summer." (pp. 82, 83).
An employer's difficulties. "A particular friend of mine who possesses a large farm and mows every year about one-hundred and twenty
acres of meadow and keeps one-hundred head of horned cattle, sheep and
horses in proportion, came the other day to dine with me." He said:
"For my part I am weary. I must be in the field with the hired men;
nothing is done except I am there. I must not find fault with them or
else they will quit me and give me a bad name. I am but the first slave
on my farm."
Destructive insects and animals. The bear, wolf and fox; their
depredations; deer becoming scarce. Squirrels, crows, blackbirds, caterpillars. Swarms of grasshoppers ruin crops. (pp. 86, 87).
"The number of debts which one part of the country owes to th--!
other would greatly astonish you. The younger a country is the more it
is oppressed, for new settlements are always made by people who do not
possess much. They are obliged to borrow. . . . Oh, could I have the
map of the county wherein I live; could I point out the different farms
on which several families have struggled for many years; could I open
the great book of mortgages and show you the immense encumbrances,
the ramifications of which are spread and felt everywhere,—you would
be surprised! . . . It is vain to say: why do they borrow? I answer that
in America it is impossible to till a farm without it." (pp. 90, 91).
Many swamps. They are expensive and difficult to clear. Money
is borrowed to pay for the work. In five years a swamp will repay the
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cost of clearing. "The prosperity of our different counties depends besides on the general qualities of the soil. The more they abound in
swamps the richer they are." (p. 94).
The care of the poor. "This county is famous for taking good care
of those we have. They are placed with some able farmer, who feeds and
clothes them and receives from the town or precinct from twenty to
thirty pounds per annum for their support." (p. 95).
"We have abundance of roads and they are repaired, not by a tax,
which would be better, but by six days' labour of the people. We hate
taxes so much that our assemblies dare not venture upon the expedient."
(P. 95).
Frolics. "Poor as we are, if we have not the gorgeous balls, the
harmonious concerts, the shrill horn of Europe, yet we dilate our hearts
as well with the simple negro fiddle; and with our rum and water as you
do with your delicious wines. In the summer it often happens that either
through sickness or accident some families are not able to do all they must
do. Are we afraid, for instance, that we shall not be able to break up
our summer fallow? In due time we invite a dozen neighbors, who will
come with their teams and finish it all in one day. At dinner we give
them the best victuals our farm affords; these are feasts the goodness of
which greatly-depends on the knowledge and ability of our wives. Pies,
puddings, fowls roasted and boiled,—nothing is spared that can evince
our gratitude. In the evening the same care is repeated, after which
young girls and lads generally come from all parts to unite themselves
to the assembly. As they have done no work, they generally come after
supper and partake of the general dance. I have never been so happy in
my life as when I have assisted at these simple merriments." (pp. 95, 96).
"If any of our wives are unable to spin that quantity of flax which
was intended, they give out one pound to every one of their acquaintances.
The youngsters take the same quantity, which they get spun by their
sweethearts. The day is fixed when they all bring home the yarn to the
house and receive in return a hearty supper and a dance. Can there be
anything more harmless or more useful? The same is done for every
. . . species of labour. When . . . built his house he had had the stones
previously pitched in large heaps and the winter following he invited
upwards of thirty people who came with their sleighs and horses and
brought him in one day upwards of five-hundred loads. Had he been
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obliged to have done that himself or to have hired it done it would hal,e
cost him more than the house." (pp. 96, 97).
Maple sugar. A week or ten days every spring spent in making it.
The best time between the months of March and April. Description of
process. "As I regularly bleed two hundred trees, which are all I have,
I have commonly received six barrels of sap in twenty-four hours, which
have yielded me from twelve to eighteen pounds of sugar. Thus without
the assistance of the West Indies, by the help of my trees and of my bees,
we yearly procure the sweetening we want; and it is not a small quantity,
you know, that satisfies the wants of a tolerable American family." (p.
99
"Often Nature herself opposes us. What then can we do? She is
irresistible; I mean the uncertainty of the snows in the winter and the
dryness of our summers. It is astonishing how variable the former
grows, much more so indeed than formerly, and I make no doubt but
that in a few hundred years they will be very different from what they
are at present. That mildness, when interrupted by transitory frosts and
thaws, will become very detrimental to our husbandry. For though the
quantity of snow may diminish, yet it cannot be entirely so with the
frost. Our proximity to the horrid mountainous waste which overspreads our north will always expose us to the severe blasts which often
nip all our hopes. . . . Last spring all my apples dropped in consequence
of such an accident, although they were grown to the size of nutmegs."
(p. 101).
Some orchards planted on the north side of a hill. "This exposure
commonly causes the difference of a fortnight in the opening of the blossoms and this artificial delay always saves (the) apples. I could wish
that my orchard had been thus situated, though it is so great an ornament
to a farm that most people plant it either on one side of their house or
the other." Peach orchards usually planted in a northern situation. All
the trees bear but every other year. "I am in hopes to remedy this inconvenience, having planted in the fall a new apple orchard of five acres,
consisting of three-hundred and fifty-eight trees." (pp. 101, 102).
So many apples are not wanted for cider, but for the hogs. "As
soon as our hogs have done with the peaches, we turn them into our
orchards. The apples as well as the preceding fruit greatly improve
them." (p. 102).
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"In the fall of the year we dry great quantities and this is one of
those rural occupations which most amply reward us. Our method is
this: we gather the best kind. The neighboring women are invited to
spend the evening at our house. A basket of apples is given to each of
them, which they peel, quarter and core. These peelings and cores are
put into another basket and when the intended quantity is thus done, tea,
a good supper and the best things we have are served up. . . . The quantity I have thus peeled is commonly twenty bushels, which gives me about
three of dried ones." (pp. 102, 103).
Description of the process of drying apples. "In the same manner
we dry peaches and plums without peeling them and I know not a delicacy equal to them in the various preparations we make of them. By this
means we are enabled to have apple-pies and apple-dumplings almost all
the year round. . . . My wife's and my supper half of the year consists of
apple-pie and milk. The dried peaches and plums, as being more delicate, are kept for holidays, frolics, and such other civil festivals as are
common among us. With equal care we dry the skins and cores. They
are of excellent use in brewing that species of beer with which every
family is constantly supplied, not only for the sake of drinking it but for
that of the bawm without which our wives could not raise their bread."
(pp. 103, 104).
"Besides apples we dry pumpkins which are excellent in winter.
They are cut into thin slices, peeled and threaded. Their skins serve also
for beer and admirable pumpkin-pies are made with them. When thus
dried they will keep the whole year." (p. 104).
'We often make apple-butter and this is in the winter a most excellent food, particularly where there are many children. For that purpose
the best, the richest of our apples are peeled and boiled; a considerable
quantity of sweet cider is mixed with it and the whole is greatly reduced
by evaporation. A due proportion of quinces and orange peels is added.
This is afterward preserved in earthen jars and in our long winters is a
very great delicacy and highly esteemed by some people. It saves sugar
and answers in the hands of an economical wife more purposes than I
can well describe." "Many farmers make excellent cherry and currant
wines but many families object to them because of the enormous quantity
of sugar they require. In some parts of this country they begin to distil
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peaches and cider, from which two species of brandy are extracted, fiery
and rough at first, but with age very pleasant." (p. 105).
"However careful and prudent we are the use of tea necessarily implies a great consumption of sugar. A northern farmer should never
pronounce these two words without trembling, for these two articles must
be replaced by something equivalent, in order to pay for them, and not
many of us have any thing to spare." (pp. 105, 106).
'Our summers grow exceedingly dry and this is a very alarming circumstance. . . . As soon as the snow is melted the sun begins to be very
powerful. Some years we have no spring. Then we often pass in the
space of ten days from the severity of frost to the heat of summer." The
effect upon ground and crops. "The frequency of these dry springs and
summers has had a most surprising effect also on our brooks, wells and
springs. Many of the latter have disappeared and many of the former
have been reduced to almost nothing since so many swamps have been
cleared. Hence these brooks, which they feed, have failed. I could show
you in this county the ruins of eleven grist-mills, which twenty years ago
had plenty of water but now stand on the dry ground." "This effect
does not surprise me. Our ancient woods kept the earth moist and damp
and the sun could evaporate none of the waters contained under their
shades."
Description of mosquitoes and gnats. (pp. 107-110).
The custom of salting cattle, sheep and horses. Done regularly,
once a week. American wild animals equally fond of salt. Salt given to
hogs and to bees. Detailed account. (pp. 111-113).
Dry cattle driven to the mountains in the spring and left till fall.
(p. 113).
Indian corn the most profitable and necessary grain. The difficulties attendant upon its cultivation,—accidents, insects, birds and animals.
Description of several methods of frightening away crows, including the
image, shaped to resemble a man, made of straw and old clothes. (p.
114 ) .
Mention of kingbirds, kites, hawks and of "the great bald eagle of
the Blue Mountains.') (p. 116).
Three kinds of squirrels. So numerous at times that the men of the
county are formed into companies with districts assigned them and shoot
all they can on a given day. Supper and dancing follow. (pp. 118, 119).
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Dyeing cloth. "You'd be surprised to see what beautiful colours
some families will have in their garments, which commonly are streaked
gowns, skirts and petticoats of the same stuff. This we have borrowed
from the Dutch, as well as the art of producing so many colours from
the roots and barks of our woods, aided with indigo and alum, the only
foreign ingredients we use." (pp. 122, 123).
"It is in the art of our simple cookery that our wives all aim at distinguishing themselves. This wife is famous for one thing, that for the
other. She who has not fresh comb-honey, some sweet-meats of her own
composing and smoked beef at tea would be looked upon as very inexpert
indeed. Thus these light repasts become on every account the most expensive of any and, as we dine early and work until tea-time, they often
are very serious meals at which abundance of biscuits and shortcakes are
always eaten. Some people would think it a disgrace to have bread
brought on these round tables. Our beef by smoking becomes so compact
that we commonly shave it with a plane. The thin, transparent peelings,
when curled up on a dish, look not only neat and elegant but very tempting. Thus going to drink tea with each other implies several very agreeable ideas: that of riding sometimes five or six miles; that of chatting
much and hearing the news of the county; and that of eating heartily,"
(p. 124).
"Our ponds, our lakes and brooks, with which this country is replenished, abound with enemies which, it is true, touch not our grains
but destroy our fowls." The musquash; destructive; resembles the beaver; but beaver is harmless; the otters mischievious; many species of turtles; skunks, bullfrogs; fireflies. (pp. 126-128).
Sheep hard to raise; they are destructive to grass; they could roam
the woods but for the wolves. The best butter made with the milk of
cows that run at large in the woods. The mountains are burned over
in the spring to render the vegetation better for the cattle, not the trees
but the low growth and fallen leaves. (pp. 129, 130).
No foreign market. Cattle cheap. Three pence per pound. "We
abound too much in cattle; every other provision is cheap in proportion.
Anyone can board and lodge himself with the most opulent of our farmers for seven shillings a week, that is something less than four shillings
sterling, yet the wages we are obliged to give are enormous. Many times
have I given from five to eight shillings per day to a cradler." (p. 131).
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"Some of our wives are famous for the raising of turkeys, in which,
you know, we abound in the fall of the year." (p. 131).
Dogs. They outrun the fox. Will attack the wolf and the bear.
(p. 132).
Great quantity of grapes in the woods and swamps. Labour too
dear to make wine but vinegar is made from them. (p. 134, 135).
"You have often admired our two-horse wagons. They are extremely well contrived and executed with a great deal of skill; and they answer with ease and dispatch all the purposes of a farm. A well-built
wagon when loaded will turn in a very few feet more than its length
which is sixteen feet including the length of the tongue. We have room
in what is called their bodies to carry five barrels of flour. We commonly
put in them a ton of hay and often more. . . . We can carry twenty-five
green oak rails, two thirds of a cord of wood, three thousand pounds of
dung. . . . We commonly carry with them thirty bushels of wheat and at
sixty pounds to the bushel this makes a weight of eighteen hundred
pounds, with which we can go forty miles a day with two horses.
On a Sunday it becomes the family coach. We then take off the
common, plain sides and fix on it others which are handsomely painted.
The after-part, on which either our names or ciphers are delineated,
hangs back suspended by neat chains. If it rains, flat hoops made on purpose are placed in mortices and a painted cloth is spread and tied over the
whole. Thus equipped, the master of a family can carry six persons
either to church or to meetings. When the roads are good we easily
travel seven miles an hour. In order to prevent too great shakings, our
seats are suspended on wooden springs,—a simple but very useful mechanism. These inventions and this neatness we owe to the original Dutch
settlers. I do not know where an American farmer can possibly enjoy
more dignity as a father or as a citizen than when he thus carries with
him his wife and family, all clad in good, neat homespun clothes, manufactured within his own house, and trots along with a neat pair of fat
horses of his own raising." (pp. 138, 139).
Description of several kinds of ploughs, adapted to use in different
kinds of ground. (pp. 139, 140).
"The barn, with regard to its situation, size, convenience and good
finishing is an object, in the mind of a farmer, superior even to that of
his dwelling. Many don't care much how they are lodged, provided that
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they have a good barn and barnyard and indeed it is the criterion by
which I always judge of a farmer's prosperity. On this building he never
begrudges his money. The middle-sized ones are commonly fifty by
thirty feet; mine is sixty by thirty-five and cost two-hundred and twenty
dollars. They are either shingled, clapboarded or boarded on the outside.
Therein we lodge all our grain and within many operations are performed, such as threshing and cleaning of flax and husking the corn, etc.
Therein the horses are stabled and the oxen stall-fed. In the summer the
women resort to it in order to spin their wool. The neatness of our
boarded floors, the great draught of air caused by the open doors, which
are always made wide enough to permit a loaded wagon to enter, and
their breadth afford the women an opportunity of spinning long threads,
of carding at their ease. Many farmers have several barracks in their
barnyards where they put their superfluous hay and straws." (pp. 141,
142).
The hog-pen. The hen-house.-(pp. 142, 143).
"The truly economical farmer has always what we call a shop, that
is a house big enough to contain a loom. There, in the weaving season,
our wives can either weave themselves or else inspect the management of
the yarn. There we keep also our seasoned timber, our tools. For most
of us are skillful enough to use them with some dexterity in mending and
making whatever is wanted on the farm. Were we obliged to run to distant mechanics, who are half farmers themselves, many days would elapse
and we should always be behind-hand with our work." (p. 143).
"Some people have their ovens out-of-doors. This I look upon as
very inconvenient but beginners must do as well as they can. They place
them so because they dare not erect them adjoining their log-houses or
fear of fire. Mine is in the chimney of my negro kitchen." (p. 143).
"Our negro kitchens are always built adjacent to our dwelling
houses with a door of communication into the room where we eat, in
order that we may inspect whatever passes there; and indeed it is the
room which is often the most useful for all housework is done in it."
(p. 144).
"Our houses are very different from one another. Each builds them
agreeable to his taste and abilities. The common length is about fortyfive in front, having a passage with a room on each side and two smaller
51

ones back and a piazza in front. They are either shingled or boarded
and 'commonly painted." (p. 144).
"We are very deficient in gardens for we have neither taste nor
time and, besides, the labour is too dear." (p. 144).
Firewood. The wood costs nothing. "One year with another I
burn seventy loads, this is pretty nearly so many cords. Judge of the
time and trouble it requires to fell it in the woods; to haul it home, either
in wagons or sleighs; besides recutting it at the wood-pile, fit for the
length of each chimney." (p. 144).
"I had almost forgot to mention our smoke-houses; without them
we could not live. Each family smokes fully one-half their meat, fish,
eels; in short, every thing we intend to preserve. For, besides the advantage of preservation, it greatly adds to the flavour of our food; it saves it
besides from the flies." (pp. 144, 145).
"We have another convenienceo preserve our roots and vegetables
in the winter, which we commonly call a Dutch cellar. It is built at the
foot of a rising ground, which is dug through about eighteen feet long
and six feet high. It is walled up about seven feet from the ground;
then strongly roofed and covered with sods. The door always faces the
south. There it never freezes, being under the ground. In these places
we keep our apples, our turnips, cabbages, potatoes and pumpkins. The
cellars which are under the houses are appropriated for cider, milk and
butter; meat and various necessaries." (p. 145).
"There are but few people who are at any considerable distance
from grist-mills; and that is a very great advantage, considering the prodigious quantity of flour which we and our cattle consume annually, for
we seldom give them any grain but what is previously ground. I know
a miller who has not the command of a very large district who yearly
receives fourteen-hundred bushels of all kinds of grain, yet his toll is but
the twelfth part." (pp. 145, 146).
Travel in winter. "The vehicles fit for that season are of two kinds,
very similar to one another. They are in some respects the same: the
first is for the pleasure of the family; the other for heavy labour; the one
called sleighs; the other sleds. On these latter I have often carried forty
bushels of wheat or the biggest log that can be hauled out of the woods,
three feet wide by eighteen long. When the snow is good these sleds
cannot be too heavily loaded. . . . The pleasure-sleigh is accommodated
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with a box, handsomely painted, and seats which can easily carry six persons as well as a wagon. 'Tis surprising with what ease and velocity we
transport ourselves to a great distance. I have often gone at the rate of
twelve miles an hour. For winter With us is the season of festivity.
When we are going to any considerable distance we provide ourselves
with a globe of pewter which holds two gallons. This is filled with hot
ginger cider and placed at the bottom of the sleigh. It keeps our feet
warm and, by now and then swallowing a mouthful, we keep the insides
warm also." (pp. 146, 147).
"Nor are the joys and pleasures of the season confined to the whites
alone; as our blacks divide with us the toils of our farm, they partake
also of the mirth and good cheer of the season. They have their own
meetings and are often indulged with their masters' sleighs and horses.
You may see them at particular places as happy and merry as if they were
freemen and freeholders. The sight of their happiness always increases
mine, provided it does not degenerate into licentiousness; and this is
sometimes the case, though we have laws enough to prevent it. But our
magistrates, though mostly old, yet are very young in their business. It
will take at least one-hundred years before our magistracy becomes properly enlightened." (p. 148).
"It is in this season particularly that the hospitality of the Americans
is most conspicuous. The severity of the climate requires that all our
doors should be opened to the frozen traveller and, indeed, we shut them
not either by night or by day at any time of the year. The traveller
when cold has a right to stop and warm himself at the first house he sees.
He freely goes to the fire, which is kept a-burning all night. There he
forgets the keenness of the cold; he smokes his pipe; drinks of the cider
which is often left on the hearth; and departs in peace. We always sleep
in these rooms; at least I do and have often seen mine full when I was in
my bed. On waking I have sometimes spoken to them; at other times it
was a silent meeting. The reasons which force these people to travel in
these dreadful nights is that they may be able to return home the same
day. They are farmers, carrying their produce to the market, and their
great distance from it obliges them to set out sometimes at twelve o'clock.
Far from being uneasy at seeing my house thus filled while my wife and
I are abed, I think it on the contrary a great compliment when I consider
that by thus stopping they convince me that they have thought my house
and my fire better than that of my neighbors." (p. 149).
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IN REGARD TO THE REPETITION OF PLACE-NAMES
On another page of this Year Book may be found an article on the
place name: Krom Elbow and the reader will note the way in which that
descriptive term was applied first to a bend in the channel of Hudson's
great river, afterward spreading to both shores of the river and being used
to designate a number of objects and localities.
The principle involved in the extension of the term: Krom Elbow is
one that stands out conspicuously as soon as study is given to the names of
places and so it is desired to call attention here to the fact that the repetition of a place-name is a thing of general occurrence and that often it is
not easy to account for the origin and meaning of a name or why it should
be found frequently.
To illustrate. Why should there have been many instances of Hopewell in the colonial period? The name was given in three counties in
Pennsylvania (York, Huntingdon and Washington), in Mercer and
Cumberland counties, New Jersey, in Westmoreland County, New
Brunswick, Canada, as well as in Orange and Dutchess Counties in
New York. There was a ship, Hopewell, which in the seventeenth
century brought many settlers to America but it is merely guessing to
suggest that those who travelled on it memorialized their voyage by perpetuating the ship's name.
In Dutchess there has been speculation as to an explanation for the
name: Gayhead in the present town of East Fishkill but the scope of the
enquiry widens when it is learned that Gayhead on the island of Martha's
Vineyard was an example contemporaneous with that in Dutchess.
Various stories are told to account for the origin of Bear Market in
the town of Stanford, Dutchess County, but none of the stories allows
for the fact that of the same period as Bear Market, Dutchess, was Bear
Market, New York City, the latter being a public place of sale. Did
tarmers of Stanford take their produce to New York and bring the
name: Bear Market back with them? Perhaps.
The Dutch words 1/is Kil (Fish Stream), which survive in the half
English form: Fish Kill, were applied to two streams in Dutchess and
to one in Saratoga County and were extended in Dutchess to a village,
a township and a river-landing.
On the west side of the Hudson near Albany are found the names:
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Domine's Hoeck and the Norman's Kill and doubtless in that neighborhood they are accepted as purely local. However, Hunter's Point, Long
Island, was known to first settlers as Domine's Hoeck and Bushwick
Creek was the Norman's Kil.
The records of Dutchess County mentioned in 1731 the road leading from "a place called Dover" and in 1733 "Plymouth Hill" was referred to.. Why did some English-speaking settlers introduce in Dutchess
those place-names of old England and of 1VIassachusetts? Were the outcroppings of white marble near Dover Plains mildly suggestive of the
chalk cliffs of the English Dover? Was Burial Hill at Plymouth, Massachusetts, in the minds of those who named Plymouth Hill, Dutchess
County?
Tower Hill, London, is far famed and it is not strange that settlers
in Rhode Island perpetuated the name there in the town of South Kingston. Near Tower Hill, Rhode Island, is a place called Little Rest and
it is therefore to be noted that in the town of Washington, Dutchess
County, a locality called Little Rest is in close proximity to a ridge called
Tower Hill. The inference is inescapable that residents of Rhode Island removed to Dutchess in the eighteenth century and brought with
them former home-names.
Also in the town of Washington, Dutchess County, is Canoe Hill
near Millbrook and often it is said locally that the name was given because of. the shape of the hill. But resemblance to a canoe is hard to see
and the effort to detect it is made unnecessary by the fact that a number
of Canoe Hills are found in New England. The Museum of the American Indian, Heye Foundation, New York City, considers that the Indians probably spoke of these hills as the places where they obtained
material for building canoes and,—whatever the Indian words may have
been,—the white settlers merely took over the idea conveyed.
It is well known that New Hackensack in Dutchess is frankly reminiscent of Hackensack, New Jersey. Equally obvious is the fact that
cotton factories on the Wappingers Creek occasioned the introduction
here of the names Manchester and Rochdale, in honor of two centers of
cotton-manufacturing in England.
The several published histories of Dutchess County offer record of
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attempts made to explain the origin of the name: Red Hook,' which
appeared in the northwest portion of the county before the Revolution.
All the attempts have doubt cast upon them though when it is realized
that Dutchess cannot claim the only instance of the name. In 1633
mention was made of Red Hook on the South (Delaware) River. In
the 1630's Roeloff Jansen of the Colony of Rensselaerswyck received a
grant of land "near Red Hook." The present Slingerlands, Albany
County, was first called Red Hook and may have been the site of Roeloff
Jansen's grant. In 1646 (and for long after) Red Hook was a well
known point on the site of Brooklyn, while in 1776 the Clinton Papers
refer to Red Hook on the east side of the Hudson in the Highlands near
Peekskill. The name is a hybrid, a semi-Anglicized form of the Dutch
words: Roode Hoeck2 (Red Point or Red Corner) but why it was so,
often used and whether the reason was a common one or varied in each
case can only be conjectured.
These few but typical examples of colonial place-names, repeated
contemporaneously in widely separated locations, will serve to outline the
principle under consideration. The story of how and why and by whom
names are given to places is a fascinating one and presents many aspects
for study and research. Names are occasionally unique, as Krom Elbow
seems to be. Often the original occasion for a name is obscure, as with
Hopewell, and only the fact of its frequent use remains. Some names are
obviously reminiscent of former associations, as Tower Hill and Little
Rest, and some are literally descriptive, as Vis Kil (Fish Creek), while
some honor prominent persons. In the last class may be listed in Dutchess, Charlotte Precinct for Queen Charlotte of England, Beekman Precinct for Colonel Henry Beekman, the town of Washington, town of
Clinton, &c.
There is greater difficulty in determining the origins of names in
New York than in the other Atlantic states because three languages
complicate the situation. Indian and English words mingle elsewhere
1.—Martin Hoffman, a
Hook, lived on the shore of
deed, recorded liber 2, page
hook."
2.—In connection with
Eiland (Rhode Island), the
Island.

ptominent resident of what is now the town of Red
the Hudson a little south of the present Tivoli. A
343, dated June 1, 1744, describes him as "of Yellow
Roode Hoeck, attention should be called to Roode
name given by Adrian Block to what is now Block
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but in New York Dutch is added to the blend and many are the resultant
puzzles offered by existing names. Frequently a single name calls for the
opinion of Indian experts, of experts in seventeenth century Dutch and
English and for a knowledge of phonetics, for a field-survey of the natural features of a locality and for a study of the people and the events
in the settlement of a community.
The members of the Dutchess County Historical Society will do a
service to their county if they gather and record all the information
possible regarding the names of places in their own vicinity for the developments in nomenclature throw direct light upon the life of the people
of another day.
HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS.
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KROMME ELLEBOOG
A SEVENTEENTH CENTURY PLACE-NAME IN THE
HUDSON VALLEY
recent months there has been a discussion in the newspapers of the origin of the name: Krom Elbow and of the place (or
places) of its application. The discussion was occasioned by a general
misunderstanding or lack of knowledge of certain historical facts.
For a clear understanding of those historical facts it is necessary to
emphasize that there is a distinction to be made between a name for a
geographical locality and a name for a single residential property.
In that connection it is historical fact that a geographical locality
on each side of Hudson's river has, since the 18th century, been called:
Krom Elbow. On the west side of the river, in Ulster County, a portion
of that geographical locality has, for two generations, been set apart as
a residential unit and given the name: Krom Elbow. On the east side
of the river, in Dutchess County, the geographical locality called: Krom
Elbow was early divided into several residential units, no one of which
was ever called: Krom Elbow.
The name: Hyde Park was given before the War of the Revolution
to a residential unit on the east side of the river, which property is still
.so called. About 1800 a village grew up and absorbed the name of the
adjacent estate. Next, a township was created in 1821 as: Hyde Park.
Finally, residents of the geographical locality called: Krom Elbow were
described in late years as living 'rat Hyde Park" (meaning the near-by
village).
Thus each party to the newspaper discussion was correct on his own
point of contention. But few were aware of the truth of other points
advanced.
NOTE—In

In the seventeenth century, while the Dutch held sovereignty over
the valley of the Hudson, that is: from 1609 to 1664, they established
settlements at three places,—one on the site of the city of New York,
one on the site of Albany and one on the site of Kingston. They made
no attempt to explore or to clear the forested regions on either side of the
river between New York and Albany, chiefly because they were greatly
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concerned with the trade in furs, and the three settlements just mentioned did an active business as trading posts. Ignoring the hinterland,
the Dutch plied the river in sailboats, learned to know the river well and
had names for many of the sailing courses and for natural features along
the shores.
In 1664 sovereignty over the Hudson valley passed to the English.
They, after a few years, began to be interested in the regions east and
west of the river and in 1683 the colonial legislature passed an Act by
which those lands were laid out into counties. Coincidently with the
creation of counties there arose an era of speculation in land, during
which the desirable tracts along the river were bought up and ultimately
opened for settlement.
In the course of the development, government officials filed documents and conducted correspondence in English and encouraged the common use of that tongue. It took just about a century for the English
language to supplant the Dutch and, while the two were in use at once,
original documents were recorded in which may now be found many
instances of phonetic spelling, occasions when an Englishman tried to
write down the Dutch words he heard in use about him. An instance
of such phonetic spelling and of partial translation is the place-name:
Krom Elbow. The Dutch words were: Kromme Elleboog, meaning a
bent or crooked elbow. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centurie';
Kromme was rendered in the records as: Krom, Krum, Crom, Crum and
even Crown (K being a characteristic Dutch letter and C English),
while Elleboog was translated in full into Elbow.
It has sometimes been said that the term: Kromme Elleboog occurs
in the account that was written of the voyage of Henry Hudson in the
Half Moon up the Hudson in 1609. But it is only necessary to read
that contemporary record to find that the statement is an error. Henry
Hudson was an Englishman. So was Robert Juet, the mate of the Half
Moon. Juet kept a journal in English from the time that the Half
Moon left Amsterdam on March 25, 1609, until the ship reached Dartmouth, Devonshire, on November 7, 1609, on its return from America to
Europe. The Half Moon began to ascend the Hudson on September
12, 1609, continued north until September 23rd and turned down stream
that same day. On September 29th Juet said that they "weighed anchor
early in the morning and turned down three leagues and anchored at the
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lower end of the long Reach." The Long Reach is identified in countless early papers as the straight channel, several miles long, in the midst
of which Poughkeepsie lies and over part of which the college races have
for years been rowed. The term: de Kromme Elleboog was ultimately
applied just north of the Long Reach but Juet's journal does not contain
the words and could hardly be expected to do so in view of the fact that
he wrote in English. The journal was printed in London in 1625 in
Hakluytus Posthumous or Purchas his Pilgrimes, a work which was
issued from the University Press, Glasgow, in 1905-1907 in a new edition of twenty volumes. The mention of the Long Reach occurs in volume thirteen at page three-hundred and seventy. In 1809 Juet's journal
was also reprinted in the Collections of the New York Historical Society,
volume one, pages 102-146.
Inasmuch as Juet wrote in English and as his journal does not refer
to Krornme Elleboog, it is obvious that the Dutch name was conferred by
the Dutch and so, for a solution of the question as to when and where tht..
name was applied, it is necessary to turn to the period of Dutch sovereignty when Dutch mariners sailed the river. As those Dutchmen went
up and down between New York and Albany the channel was their first
consideration. The theory is therefore presented here that they gave
the name :Kromme Elleboog to the channel where there is a bend in the
river south of the present village of Hyde Park and north of Poughkeepsie. As the English language began to crowd out the Dutch and as hybrid or phonetic forms of the Dutch were evolved, this name: Kromnze
Elleboog became Krom Elbow, etc. And, as settlement under English
sovereignty took place on the lands along the river, the mariners' name
for the channel where the river bends was taken up and used to designate
certain places on the shores.
This theory is, however, something more than a theory for documentary evidence exists to support it.
In 1677 a deed, written in Dutch, was given by the Indians for the
land that constituted the New Paltz Patent in Ulster County. The deed
is on file in the State Library, Albany, New York, in Land Papers, volume I, page114. It describes the boundaries of the land conveyed. The
southeast corner of the tract was Juffrouw's Hoeck (the Madam's
Point), a promontory on the west side of the river opposite the present
Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery. The deed, translated by A. J. F. van
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Laer, Archivist of the State of New York, says that from Juffrouw's
Hoeck the boundary ran: "north to the Island called Rappoos, lying in
de Kromme Elleboog at the commencement of the Long Reach." As an
island "lies" in water, it is evident that de Kromme Elleboog was a
particular part of the river.
In the library of the New York Historical Society there is a map,
made in 1751 by Henry De Witt, of a part of Provoost's Patent in
Ulster County on the west shore of the river. The map includes the
river and also the east shore. On the east shore it records a stream,
marked: Crom Elbow Creek. South of the stream some little way and
close to the east shore of the river is a small island, marked: Crom Elbow
Raphoss, which was obviously the island referred to in 1677 in the deed
above quoted. Reginald Pelham Bolton of the Museum of the American
Indian, Heye Foundation, New York City, translates the Indian word:
Rappoos or Raphoss as "covered place" or "hiding place." Perhaps the
aborigine found the island in the bend of the river a protected spot in
time of danger.
A fact well known to students of the history of the Hudson valley
is that it was customary with the Dutch to repeat often a given placename. And, noting also that a standard Dutch dictionary states that
Kromme Elleboog is a term in frequent use in the Netherlands, it is not
surprising to find numerous instances in early documents of the extension of the use of Kromme Elleboog from the channel in the river to localities on both the east and west banks. Some of those applications of
the name are offered here in chronological order as illuminating items
in the general story of the region.
1686, November 2, a license was issued to Michael Vaughton and Henry
Pawling to purchase of the Indians "a parcell of land lying at the Groin Elboogh
now in Dutchess County." See: Land Papers, vol. 3, p. 28, State Library Albany,
N. Y., a petition dated January 24, 1702; the recital in the petition quotes the
license.
1696, May 11, a patent was issued to the children of Henry Pawling for land
"on Hudson's river, within our Dutchess County," "running east from the river
to a small creek," "following the said creeke southerly and southwest as it runs
to Hudson's river by the Grown Elbow." See: Book of Patents, vol. 7, p: 125,
State Library.
1699. A deed, recorded in the office of the Clerk of Dutchess County, vol.
2, p. 68, which conveys land covered by the Nine Partners Patent, recites as
follows: "And whereas: on April 17 and 18, 1699, the then Surveyor General of
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the Province by order of the owners laid out a part of the above tract in nine
tots;" and whereas: the said Surveyor General reported "that to the eastward
of the great plain, about the quantity of one mile or one mile and a half from
Hudson's river," there was a meadow and that the meadow was "opposite
nearest to the Crom Elbow, which extends further west into Hudson's river than
the other land by the river side."
The great plain above referred to was the table-land, extending from Crom
Elbow Creek south along the river for more than two miles, which has long
been known in Dutchess as the Flatts and which is now occupied by the village
of Hyde Park and several private estates.
1703, February 5, a petition, filed by Henry Filkin and others, mentions the
Nine Partners Patent as land "in Dutchess County by Crown Elbow." See: Land
Papers, vol. 3, p. 110, State Library.
1703, May 5, a petition was filed by Susanna Vaughton which recites that
Governor Dongan "did grant to Henry Pawling lysense to purchase of the Indians land in Dutchess County by Crom Elbow upon Hudson's river, in trust for
the petitioner's husband." See: Land Papers, vol. 3, p. 123, State Library.
1721. A map of Hudson's river, on vellum, which is on file in the library
of the New York Historical Society, 170 Central Park West, New York City,
carries the words: Crom Elbow on the west shore of the river, about half way
between the mouth of the Rondout Kill in Ulster and Pecapsie (Poughkeepsie)
on the east bank.
1734. A map of the Great Nine Partners Patent, Dutchess County, shows:
Crumelbow or Little Fish Creek. The stream enters the Hudson at the present
village of Hyde Park. The map is reproduced in the Year Book of the Dutchess
County Historical Society for 1923 (vol. 8), opposite page 28.
1737. The original Record Book of the Nine Partners, owned by Harry
Harkness Flagler of Millbrook, Dutchess County, states that in 1737 the partners
paid Jacobus Ter Bos for the return of a survey and for a map based on the
return. In 1837 George Van Vliet of Clinton, Dutchess County, copied the survey made in 1737 by Jacobus Ter Bos. Mr. Van Vliet's copy is owned in 1933
by his nephew, George S. Van Vliet of Clinton. The copy recites that in May,
1737, the Nine Partners asked Jacobus Ter Bos to survey the nine water-lots
fronting on the Hudson; the return of the survey described water-lot number-six
as beginning: "at the north side of the fifth lot" and from thence . . . "to Hudson river to a place called Krom Elbow Point, where there is some high rocks
or clifts."
1737. By an Act of the Legislature of New York, Dutchess County was laid
out into precincts. A precinct was the equivalent of a town. One of the precincts was given the name: Crom Elbow. It embraced the present towns of
Hyde Park, Pleasant Valley, Clinton, Washington, Stanford and Amenia. See:
The Colonial Laws of New York, vol. 2, pp. 955-956.
1738. In 1738 Henry Livingston of Poughkeepsie surveyed the east shore of
the Hudson, "beginning at the Mine Point," and running north to "Crom Elbow
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Point." Mine Point is the promontory on the river-frontage of the present
Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery. Crom Elbow Point is the promontory on the
river-frontage of Mrs. Archibald Rogers, about a mile south of the Hyde Park
railroad station. The survey says: ". . . to Crom Elbow Point; from there ye
middle of ye Esopus Island bears north, 7 degrees, 50 minutes, east; ye Big Bluff
Pt to ye Southward south, 4 degrees east; the Big Point to ye (s. e.?) of ye
meadow north, 8 degrees east." The original survey and map are filed in the
office of the Clerk of Dutchess County and are reproduced at pages 79-81 of
Poughkeepsie, The Origin and Meaning of the Word, Reynolds, 1924.
1757, March 17, Charles Crooke of New York City made his will, in which
he said: "I leave to my eldest son, Charles, all that part of my lands in Dutchess
County at a place called by the name of Krom or Crooked Elbow on the east
side of Hudson river, being 20 chains wide in lot no. 5 and 15 chains wide in
lot no. 6 along the river and running back into the woods about 4 miles to the
rear of said lots." A codicil to the will, dated January 31, 1761, says: "I leave to
my son, Charles, all the household furniture in the house left to him at Krom
Elbow." The will was proved October 8, 1764. See: Surrogate's records, New
York City, vol. 24, p. 490, and Collections of the New York Historical Society,
1897, p. 349.
1768, 1772. Stones in the burial ground of the Crooke family in water-lot
no. 6 recorded the birth of Ann, the daughter of the second Charles Crooke as
"at Crum Elbow" on April 14, 1768, and the death of the second Charles as "at
Crum Elbow" on October 8, 1772. See: Old Gravestones of Dutchess County,
Collections of the Dutchess County Historical Society, 2, p. 123.
17—. Map 57, portfolio 14, library of the New York Historical Society; a
manuscript map, undated; obviously 18th century; the words: Crom Elbow
occur on both sides of the Hudson, south of Little Esopus Creek.
17—. Map 88, portfolio 14, library of the New York Historical Society; a
manuscript map, undated; obviously 18th century; the words: Crom Elbow occur
on the west side of the Hudson south of Little Esopus Creek.
1775. Map of the Provinces of New York and New Jersey; drawn by
Capt. Holland; engraved by Thomas Jefferys, geographer to His Majesty; published in Jefferys' American Atlas, London. See: copy of the Atlas (edition of
1776), State Library, Albany. The map carries the words: Crom Elbow in the
middle of the Hudson, a little south of a stream on the east shore, which is
marked: Crom Elbow Cr.
1776. Engraved map, titled: A Topographical Map of Hudson's River; by
Claude Joseph Sauthier ; published in London; the words: Crom Elbow occur
in the middle of the river, just south of Esopus Island; south of the two words
the map records Crown Elbow Cr., flowing into the river on the east bank. See:
copy of map on file in the library of the New York Historical Society.
1778. The Crum Elbow Meeting of the Society of Friends was organized in
the present town of Hyde Park. The meeting house was built on the east side
of Crum Elbow Creek, something north of the present hamlet of East Park.
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1779. A map of the Province of New York; by Claude Joseph Sauthier ;
published in London; the words: Crum Elbow occur in the middle of the Hudson, not far from Little Esopus Kill. The map is reproduced in Documents relating to the Colonial History of New York, vol. I, p. 774-.
1793, January 17, a deed of partition of the land of Charles Crooke (the
second) and a map of the game were recorded in the office of the Clerk of
DutcheEs County (vol. 12, p. 132). To Ann, daughter of Charles Crooke and
wife of William Barber, was conveyed 212 acres in water-lot number 5 of the
Nine Partners Patent, with the homestead or mansion-house. To her brother,
John Crooke, was conveyed 464 acres in vs.ater-lot number 6, beginning: "at a
place called Crum Elbow Point on the east side of Hudson's river where are
some high rocks or clifts." The map accompanying the deed records Crum Elbow Point at the northwest corner of water-lot number 6 and the southwest corner of water-lot number 7.
1793, June 26, John Crooke conveyed to Jacob Bush 175 acres in water-lot
number 6, Great Nine Partners Patent, excepting and reserving the family burial
ground, fifty feet square, in the fi eld on the west side of the Post Road. The
boundary of the 175 acres began at Hudson's river at Crom Elbow Point. See:
Deeds, vol. 12, p. 82, office of the Clerk of Dutchess County.
1793, October 22, a letter, written by William Barber (husband of Ann
Crooke) to the Surveyor General of the state regarding land-under-water along
his river-frontage was dated: Crom Elbow. See: Land Papers, vol. 57, p. 7,
State Library.
1798. The Poughkeepsie Journal of June 19, 1798, on file in the Adriance
Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie, contains a notice of the death of Colonel William Barber "at his seat at Cram Elbow."
1802. The Poughkeepsie Journal of February 23, 1802, on file in the Adriance Memorial Library, contains an advertisement inserted by John Crooke,
whose address was given as: "at Crum Elbow, fi ve miles north of Poughkeepsie."
1804, 1805. History of Ulster County by Nathaniel Bartlett Sylvester; Evert
& Peck, Philadelphia, 1880; Part Second, pages 124-144, a history of the town of
Lloyd. On page 125 is the statement that: "John and James Howell located in
the town at the opening of the present century, the former in 1805. They located
in the eastern part of the town, in that section which was then known as Krum
Elbow, from the peculiar turn of the river at that point." On page 136 is the
statement that in 1804 John Howell "commenced business at Crum Elbow on the
west side of the Hudson river by starting a shipyard. He built a number of
sloops. Then he started a store."
1820. Map of the Hudson River; published by A. T. Goodrich and Company, New York; on file in the State Library. The map records Crum Elbow
Creek on the east side of the river; next the creek to the south it carries the
words: Hyde Park; something to the south of Hyde Park the words: Crum
Elbow are printed at right angles to the river on the site of the lands of the
Crooke family, which lands are now owned and occupied by the Roosevelt
family.
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The foregoing citations from original records show that the name:
Krom Elbow has been used in Ulster County on the west bank of the
Hudson since the early eighteenth century. The point that extends into
the river at the northeast corner of the town of Lloyd has been known
now for more than half a century as Crom Elbow Point, according to
Clarence j. Elting of. Highland, New York, a life-long resident of the
town of Lloyd and a student of local history, and it is so marked on a
map published by the United States Goedetic Survey in 1898, which
was based on a survey made in 1893. For many years Krum Elbow has
also been the particular name of a private estate on the bank of the river
in the town of Lloyd, the home of Howland Spencer. It is probable that
if a search were made in the office of the Clerk of Ulster County instances of the use of the name in Ulster would be found in the land-records
which would amplify the items here given.
In Dutchess County the name: Crum Elbow is shown above to have
been given to a promontory, a stream, a precinct, a Friends' Meeting and
to a locality occupied by residential property, while in the nineteenth century there was for a time a United States post office called Crum Elbow
in the eastern part of the town of Hyde Park.
Regarding some of the instances of the application of the name in
Dutchess it is desirable to add a few explanatory remarks.
Crum Elbow Creek, the stream that enters the Hudson near the
present railroad station at Hyde Park, rises some twelve miles northeast
of its mouth and flows generally south until it reaches the present East
Park, where it makes a right-angled turn and flows generally west to the
river. Documents cited above, ranging in date from 1696 to 1703, refer
to this stream as: "by" Crown Elbow. The stream formed part of the
western boundary of the land purchased by the Nine Partners and the
patent granted the partners in 1697 called it the Fish Creek (see: Book
of Patents, vol. 7, p. 87, State Library). The map of the land of the
Nine Partners dated 1734 (cited above) marks it: Crumelbow or Little
Fish Creek as if both names were in use.
It is a question whether the use of Crum Elbow as a name for the
stream began because the mouth of the stream was at the river-bank near
the bend in the river called: Kromme Elleboog; or, whether, when it was
discovered that the stream makes a sharp turn in its course, the Dutch
custom of repeating place-names asserted itself and Kromme Elleboog
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was called into play again because of its descriptive fitness. In the absence of proof either way, individual opinions can justifiably be held.
The land along the river which Charles Crooke referred to in 1757
in his will as: "a place called by the name of Krom or Crooked Elbow on
the east side of Hudson's river" lay, he said, in lot number 5 and lot
number 6. To explain the mention of the lots it should be stated that
in 1699 the Nine Partners divided their frontage on the Hudson into
nine water-lots. The lots were each thirty chains (three-eighths of a
mile) in width and they extended from the mouth of Crum Elbow Creek
southwards for three and three-eighths miles, lot number 1 being at the
south end of the tier and number 9 adjoining the creek at the north. In
the middle of the eighteenth century Charles Crooke bought the northern
part of lot 5 and the northern part of lot 6. In between lay the southern
part of lot 6, owned by John Evertson of New York. The two longand narrow strips of land acquired by Charles Crooke passed to his son,
Charles Crooke, the second, and from the latter were inherited by his
three children. Ann Crooke, daughter of the second Charles and wife of
Colonel William Barber, received the river-end of lot number 5 (on
which stood the family dwelling-house) and her brother, John Crooke,
received the river-end of lot 6 (on which was the family burial ground).
The division of the land was made in 1793, at which time a survey was
made, a map drawn, and a deed of partition entered into. The map and
the deed (listed above) record that the north boundary line of lot 6 began at the river at Crom Elbow Point, the same promontory that was
surveyed and called Crom Elbow Point by Henry Livingston in 1738
and which was noted in 1699 by the Surveyor General of New York
(see: references above listed).
From these data the fact emerges that on the east shore of the Hudson in Dutchess County there was a frontage known in the eighteenth
century as: a place called Krom Elbow. The frontage included a promontory called Crom Elbow Point and the whole was a locality or neighborhood. Residential property there was situated "at" Krom Elbow.
In 1893 a survey was made by the Federal Government of the portion of the Hudson valley in which the name: Krom Elbow occurs and
the map based on the survey shows a point on the east side of the river
marked as: Greer's Point, it being the same headland as the one shown
above to have been called Crum Elbow Point. Title to this point passed
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from John Crooke through successive owners to Archibald Rogers, who
in the 1880's acquired the country seat that in 1842 had been named
Crumwold by Elias Butler. Mr. Rogers' widow now owns Crumwold,
of which Crum Elbow Point is a part. No one named Greer ever owned
the point, nor does the name Greer occur anywhere in the vicinity. The
local titles are all known in full, from the Nine Partners Patent to the
present day. It is therefore necessary to conclude that a clerical error
occurred on the table of some draughtsman in an office in Washington
when Greer's Point was written on the map.
The southern half of lot 6, a long narrow strip of land, which John
Evertson owned in the eighteenth century, was purchased in 1867 by
James Roosevelt, who in 1868 bought the north half of lot 5,—the
Crooke homestead. The house Mr. Roosevelt lived in stood on lot 6 and
there his son, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, was born. Title to the Crooke
land in lot 5 passed from James Roosevelt to his elder son, James R.
Roosevelt, and from the latter to his brother, Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
who holds it subject to a life-use given to James R. Roosevelt's widow.
The house occupied by Mrs. James R. Roosevelt is a few yards south of
the one in which the President was born and a few yards west of the site
of the Crooke-Barber homestead.
The house which is the home of the President of the United States
and in which he was born is about two miles south of the village of Hyde
Park and as Mr. Roosevelt's mail goes through that post office he is often
said to live "at" Hyde Park. The village derives its name from residential property, immediately north of it, an old estate (now owned by
Frederick W. Vanderbilt) which was called Hyde Park before the Revolution (see: Year Book of the Dutchess County Historical Society, 1932,
vol. 17, p. 80). The name: Hyde Park and the village which bears the
name each have a story of their own but those stories are separate and
distinct from the story of the "place called Krom Elbow."
A century hence documented data bearing upon the birthplace of a
President of the United States will have definite value for historians and
so these many details in relation to Kromme Elleboog are recorded here
for the sake of future generations as well as for readers of today.
In assembling these data the writer has been given expert aid by
the Archivist of the State of New York, A. J. F. van Laer ; IVIiss Edna
L. Jacobsen, Head of the Manuscript and History Section of the New
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York State Library; Miss Dorothy Barck of the staff of the library of
the New York Historical Society; Reginald Pelham Bolton of the staff
of the Museum of the American Indian, Heye Foundation, New York
City; Clarence J. Elting of Highland, New York; George S. Van Vliet
of Clinton, Dutchess County; and by Henry Hackett of Poughkeepsie,
New York. To all these friends grateful acknowledgement is made of
their courtesy.
HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS.
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