Year Book
Dutchess County Historical Society
Volume

20

1935

.

DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEETINGS — MEMBERSHIP — DUES
ANNUAL MEETING, THIRD FRIDAY IN MAY
SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING, THIRD FRIDAY IN OCTOBER
MEMBERSHIP
Membership in the Dutchess County Historical Society
may be had by the election of the applicant at the May or
October meeting or at a meeting of the Board of Trustees and
the payment of the dues.
Annual Dues
Life Membership

$ 2.00
$25.00

These payments carry with them the right to hold office,
to vote and to take part in the proceedings of the Society.
Annual dues are payable on January 1st of each year.
Payment of two dollars at date of election entitles a new
member to a copy of the Year Book for that current year.
Next payment falls due the succeeding January 1st and covers
a copy of the Year Book issued in the year ensuing.
Copies of the Year Book are mailed only to those members
whose dues are paid to date.
FORM OF BEQUEST
I give and bequeath to the
DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Dollars

3

OFFICERS
1935
President: W. WILLIS REESE, New Hamburgh, N. Y.
Vice-President at Large: JAMES F. BALDWIN, Ph.D.,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
Secretary: J. WILSON POUCHER, M. D., Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
Assistant Secretary: MRS. AMY PEARCE VERNOOY,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
Treasurer: MRS. GEORGE B. WATERMAN, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
Curator: ALLEN FROST, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

VICE-PRESIDENTS FOR TOWNS
J. E. Spingarn
Mrs. Samuel Verplanck
Jacob Brill
William J. Browning
John A. Hanna
Mrs. Edward B. Stringham
1VIrs. Frank R. Kendall
Franklin D. Roosevelt
Joseph H. Van Wyck
Eugene Van Nest
Darwin Morse
Miss Martha Akin Taber
J. Adams Brown
Miss Annette Young
John S. Wilson, M.D.
William S. Massonneau
Miss Ethel Douglas Merritt
Mrs. Joseph T. Tower
Mrs. R. Theodore Coe
Lenox Banks
Oakleigh Thorne
4

Town of Amenia
City of Beacon
Town of Beekman
Town of Clinton
Town of Dover
Town of East Fishkill
Town of Fishkill
Town of Hyde Park
Town of LaGrange
Town of Milan
Town of North East
Town of Pawling
Town of Pine Plains
Town of Pleasant Valley
Town of Poughkeepsie
City of Poughkeepsie
Town of Red Hook
Town of Rhinebeck
Town of Stanford
Town of Union Vale
Town of Wappinger
Town of Washington

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The President, ex-officio
The Vice-President at Large, ex-officio
The Secretary, ex-officio
The Treasurer, ex-officio

CLASS OF 1936
Chester Husted

Henry T. Hackett

Ross Hasbrouck

Ronald Bogle

CLASS OF 1937
John Ross Delafield

Miss Mary Johnston Elsworth

Mrs. Gerald Morgan

Baltus Barentszen Van Kleeck
CLASS OF 1938

George S. Van Vliet

Miss Helen Wilkinson Reynolds

John J. Mylod

Franklyn J. Poucher
CLASS OF 1939

Tracy Dows

Edmund Van Wyck

Frederic Barnard

Herbert C. Shears

5

CONTENTS

Secretary's Minutes, October 19, 1934-October 18, 1935
Treasurer's Report, October 19, 1934-October 18, 1935
Report of Committee on Milestones
Annual Pilgrimage
About Philip Hart and Hart's Village
John Hunting Otis
Nine Partners Patent, Nine Partners Meeting and Nine Partners
School
Helen Wilkinson Reynolds
Maps of Nine Partners Patent; The Editor Pictures of Nine Partners Boarding School; The Editor
Catalogue of Exhibition at Edgewood
Memorial to Jacobus Stoutenburgh
Address on Jacobus Stoutenburgh
Henry T. Hackett
Intellectual Life, Dutchess County, 1790's; The Editor
John A. Bolding, Fugitive Slave; The Editor
Settlement of Danby, Vermont, by Men from Nine Partners,
Dutchess County
Helen Reed de Laporte
Country-Seats on Hudson's River in Dutchess County
Helen Wilkinson Reynolds
Dutchess County Men of the Revolutionary Period: Colonel
Lewis DuBois; Captain Henry DuBois
J. Wilson Poucher
Travelled Documents The President of the United States
Events on Hudson's River in 1777, from records of the British
Admiralty The President of the United States
6

Page
9
15
17
19
22

25
37
39
41
47
48
50
51
55
60

i
86

88

ILLUSTRATIONS

View of Nine Partners School, about 1812-1814
View of Nine Partners School, undated

7

-

Opp. p.
30
39

OCCASIONAL PUBLICATIONS
OF THE
DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1916—PAMPHLET: Troutbeck, 1 Dutchess County Homestead; by
Charles E. Benton. Out of print.
1924—COLLECTIONS, VOL. I; Poughkeepsie, The Origin and Meaning
of the Word; by Helen Wilkinson Reynolds. For further information address: Miss Helen W. Reynolds, 56 Grand Avenue,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
1924—COLLECTIONS, VOL. II; Old Gravestones of Dutchess County,
New York; collected and edited by J. Wilson Poucher, M. D.,
and Helen Wilkinson Reynolds. For further information address: J. Wilson Poucher, M. D., 15 Adriance Avenue, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
1928—COLLECTIONS, VOL. III; Records of the Town of Hyde Park,
Dutchess County, New York; edited by Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Edition exhausted.
1930—COLLECTIONS, VOL.
Newspapers printed
piled and edited by
information address:
keepsie, N. Y.

IV; Notices of Marriages and Deaths in
at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 1778-1825; comHelen Wilkinson Reynolds. For further
Frank B. Howard, 234 Main street, Pough-

1932—COLLECTIONS, VOL. V; Register of the Reformed Dutch Church
at New Hackensack, Dutchess County, New York; edited by
Maria Bockee Carpenter Tower. For further information address Mrs. Joseph T. Tower, Millbrook, Dutchess County, New
York.
1935—In preparation: COLLECTIONS, VOL. VI; Records of the Town
of Fishkill, Dutchess County, New York; edited by William
Willis Reese. Publication to be announced later.
1935—In preparation: COLLECTIONS, VOL. VII; Notices of Marriages
and Deaths in Newspapers printed at Poughkeepsie, New York,
continued. Publication to be announced later.
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SECRETARY'S MINUTES
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
April 13, 1935
A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Dutchess County Historical Society was held at the
Amrita Club on Saturday afternoon, April 13.
Present: President Reese, Trustees Hasbrouck, Husted, Reynolds,
Shears and Thelberg and the Secretary.
Plans for the annual meeting
were discussed and it was agreed
that the meeting this spring be held
in the vicinity of Amenia if arrangements could be made. President Reese, Miss Reynolds and the
Secretary were appointed a committee to arrange for this meeting.

The matter of the fall pilgrimage was discussed and it was decided to visit Millbrook and vicinity,
arrangements to be made by the
Pilgrimage committee.
The following new members
were elected: Miss Polly Anderson, Miss Courtney Carroll, Mr.
Walter S. Leach, Miss Jennie
Lown, Miss Jessie Lown, Dr.
Theodore Neumann and Mrs.
Theodore Neumann,
On motion, the meeting adjourned.
J. WILSON POUCHER,
Secretary.

ANNUAL MEETING
May 24, 1935
exchange the following items:
The Quarterly Bulletin of the
New York Historical Society.
New York History, the quarterly of the New York State Historical Association.
The Quarterly Bulletin of the
Westchester County Historical
Society.
Photostats of Dutchess County
records, the gift of President
Roosevelt, through Miss Reynolds.
The Secretary reported that the
society had lost the following
members by death: Miss Myra
Avery, Miss Jean H. Birdsall,

The annual meeting of the
Dutchess County Historical Society was held on May 24, at 11 o'clock, at the home of Colonel Joel
Spingarn at Amenia. There was
an attendance of about 125.
The meeting was opened by the
President.
The minutes of the semi-annual
meeting held October 19, 1934,
and of the meeting of the Board of
Trustees, held April 13, 1935,
were read by the Secretary. These
minutes were accepted as read.
The Secretary reported that the
society had received by gift and
9

Mrs. John B. Creswell, Mr. Frank
S. King, Mr. William R. Kip, Mr.
Harris S. Reynolds, Mrs. Albert
E. Schwartz, Mr. Alfred D. Seaver, The Rev. Joseph F. Sheahan,
Elizabeth B. Thelberg, M. D.;
Mr. William N. Wettereau and
that resignations had been received from a number of members.
The Treasurer's report was given by Mrs. Waterman. It was
accepted and follows these minutes. She made the request that
an auditor be appointed to go over
the treasurer's books. This request was granted.
Miss Reynolds, for the Year
Book Committee, reported that the
year book was fully planned out
and that it would be ready for circulation about the usual time, following the fall meeting.
Miss Reynolds also reported for
the Pilgrimage Committee.
She
said that, although definite arrangements had not yet been made,
it was planned to visit Millbrook
and vicinity including in the visit
the old brick meeting house and
the site of the Nine Partners'
Boarding School.
The president asked for a report
from the committee which had
been appointed to discover what
might be done about having the
old brownstone milestones preserved along the highway. Dr.
Ashley read a report which he and
Mr. Charles De La Vergne had
prepared and which follows.
The President spoke of the number of members which the society
had lost through resignations and
through death and urged those
present to try to bring in new
10

members. He suggested that members in the smaller towns might
look through the telephone book
for names of neighbors who might
be interested in becoming members.
He offered to send personal letters
to any persons whose names were
recommended.
A motion was made and seconded that the Secretary cast one ballot to re-elect the present officers of
the society and the trustees whose
terms expire in 1935. Mr. Ronald
Bogle was elected to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of
Dr. Thelberg of the class of 1936.
The matter of a new vice-president
for the Town of Pine Plains was
left in the hands of the Board of
Trustees. The Secretary then read
the list of officers as re-elected.
The following new members
were proposed and elected: Mrs.
Mary Carmichael, Mrs. William
H. Conger, The Rev. Chester E.
McCahan, Mrs. Chester E. McCahan, Mrs. Lewis H. Marks,
Mr. Edward A. Russell, Mr. Albert Adriance Simpson, Mr. Arthur B. Spingarn, Mrs. A. Wesley
Triller, Mr. Louis DuBois Watson, Mrs. William H. Wilcox.
Miss Reynolds explained that
the photostats given by President
Roosevelt were photostats of old
records of Dutchess County which
had been discovered by Mr. Warren Delano Robbins, United States
Minister to Canada, in the state
archives at Ottawa. Mr. Robbins
had had the photostats made for
President Roosevelt, knowing that
he would be interested in them as
Dutchess County records. President Roosevelt had sent them to

Miss Reynolds to present with his
compliments to the Dutchess
County Historical Society. A motion was made and seconded that
Miss Reynolds be requested to
convey to President Roosevelt the
thanks of this society.
On motion of the Secretary the
meeting adjourned to the DeLa
Vergne Farms Hotel, where 142
members and friends partook of
the luncheon. After lunch Colonel Spingarn spoke briefly of the
history of Amenia and introduced

Mr. Edward Pulling, headmaster
of Millbrook School, who told of
the founding of the school and its
educational aims. From the hotel the members journeyed to the
studio of Mr. DeCost Smith where
they had the opportunity to inspect Mr. Smith's paintings and
collection of Indian curios. The
members then dispersed at their
convenience.
J. WILSON POUCHER,
Secretary.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
September 28, 1935
which had recently been reset by
the local division of the New York
State Department of Public Works.
The motion was made and seconded that letters of thanks be sent to
Dr. Ashley and Mr. De La Vergne,
the committee of this society which
had been instrumental in having
these milestones reset.
The members present spoke of
the markers which had been placed
in Dutchess County by the Division of Archives and History of the
State Department of Education.
The inscriptions were criticized
both for unfortunate wording and
for inaccuracy in their statements.
A motion was made and seconded
that a letter of protest be sent from
this society to Mr. Torrey, secretary of the American Scenic and
Historic Preservation Society, who
had requested the cooperation of
this society in this work a year ago.
A list of names were presented
for membership and the following

A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Dutchess County Historical Society was held on September 28, in the local histoi y
room of the Adriance Memorial
Library.
Present: President Reese, Trustees Baldwin, Mylod, Reynolds
and Van Wyck, and the Secretary.
Plans for the fall meeting were
considered and it was moved and
seconded that the Rev. A. Elwood
Corning, President of the Temple
Hill Association, be invited to address the meeting.
A brief report was made of the
recent pilgrimage and the Secretary was requested to send letters
of thanks and appreciation for the
services they had rendered on that
occasion to Mr. Harry Harkness
Flagler, Mr. Sidney Benham, Miss
Caroline E. Haviland and Mr.
Alfred B. Maclay.
The society was presented with
two photographs of milestones
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new members were elected: Mr. J.
Delavan Avis, Mrs. DeWitt Bergen, Mr. Melbert B. Cary, Jr.;
Mrs. Melbert B. Cary, Jr.; Mr.
Henry Collard, Mrs. Henry Collard, Mr. Willetts DeGarmo,
Mrs. H. S. Downing, Miss Louise
Edgar, Dr. Austin Flint, Mrs.
Austin Flint, Miss Cleona Glass,
Dr. Alice Gregory, Mr. George
Conrad Ham, Mr. M. W. Hayes,
The Rev. E. Chalmers Holbrook,
Mrs. E. Chalmers Holbrook, Mrs.
Alexander M. Kennedy, The Rev.
George B. Kinkead, Miss Cornelia
D. Kinkead, Miss Alys McLane,
Mrs. Henry McLane, Mr. Mc

Laughlin, Mr. Alfred B. Maclay,
The Millbrook Free Library, Mr.
C. A. Morey, Mrs. Andrew L.
Mund, Mrs. George Nickerson,
Miss Agnes B. Petersen, Mr. John
P. Pritchett, Mrs. William Reagan, Mrs. L. C. Shelley, Mrs.
Lawrence B. Smith, Miss M. Elizabeth Smith, Mrs. William H.
Stewart, Mrs. Louis W. Stoller,
Miss Florence Titus, Mrs. Arthur
F. Tuttle.
On motion, the Board adjourned.
J. WILSON POUCHER,
Secretary.

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING
October 18, 1935
The Quarterly liulletin of the
Westchester County Historical
Society.
Proceedings of the Ulster
County Historical Society.
Bulletin of Fort Ticonderoga
Museum.
New York Historical Society
quarterly bulletin.
Historical sketch of St. Paul's
Lutheran Church at Wurtemburg, prepared by Mr. Alvah
Frost for the 175th anniversary
of the church.
The Secretary reported that the
society had lost the following members through death: Mr. Eugene
P. Budd, Mr. Charles G. Douw,
Mrs. Lorenzo Warner Ford, Mr.
John M. Ham, Dr. George N.
Miller, Mr. Albert B. Simpson,
Mrs. Lea LaRue Stewart, Mr.
Daniel W. Wilbur.

The semi-annual meeting of the
Dutchess County Historical Society was held on Friday, October
18, at 11 o'clock at the Nelson
House, Poughkeepsie. There was
an attendance of fifty-four members.
In the absence of the President
the meeting was presided over by
the Vice-President-at-large.
The Secretary read the minutes
of the annual meeting, held at Amenia on May 24, and the minutes
of the meeting of the Board of
Trustees held on September 28.
These minutes were accepted and
approved.
The Secretary reported that the
following items had been received
by gift or exchange:
New York History, the quarterly of the New York Historical Association.
12

The treasurer read her report
which was accepted and which follows these minutes.
Dr. Ashley reported for the
committee which had been appointed to see what might be done to
insure the preservation of the
brownstone milestones. He said
that all of the milestones that the
committee had been able to find
along the Post Road had been protected with cement and stone, with
the exception of one located in the
city of Poughkeepsie. He regretted that two of the stones on the
old road had been removed from
their original setting and were
placed three-tenths of a mile apart.
He reported that aside from this
instance the stones are spaced properly and well protected and should
be able to stand in their positions
for another hundred years.
It was moved and seconded that
a resolution of thanks be passed by
the society and that a copy of the
same be sent to the members of this
committee.
The Secretary read a letter that
had been received from the office
of the public schools of Woodville,
Texas, requesting a copy of the bylaws of this society or any other
printed material which might be of
use in forming an historical society
in Tyler County, Texas. The letter described the Dutchess County
Historical Society as "one of the
most outstanding historical associations in America."
The Secretary also read a letter
from Mr. Louis Colwell, a member of this society who resides in
Montreal, in which he invited any
members, who might be in Mon13

treal, to view his collection of
Dutchess County historical material.
Miss Reynolds reported for the
Year Book Committee that the material for the 1935 issue was well
in hand and would be mailed to
paid-up members in December. She
explained that the publication of
the year book used practically all
of the money received each year in
membership dues and that the year
book was sent only to members
whose dues were paid for the year.
Miss Reynolds also reported that
the recent pilgrimage to Millbrook
had been one of the most successful in the history of the society.
It was moved and seconded that
the society express its appreciation
of the cooperation of Mr. Harry
Harkness Flagler and others on
the occasion of the recent successful pilgrimage by passing a resolution of thanks and that a copy of
the resolution be sent to Mr. Flagler.
Miss Reynolds explained what
Mr. Frederic Smith, the County.
Clerk, had been doing at the county court house to preserve the old
records and maps and spoke about
the weekly exhibits that Mr. Smith
had prepared and placed in the
window of the Sunday Courier on
Market Street. She moved, and
it was seconded, that a resolution
of thanks and encouragement be
passed by the society and that a
copy be sent to Mr. Smith.
The following new members
were proposed and elected: Bard
College, Dr. Milton M. Grover,
Mrs. David F. Lane, Mrs. William J. McLaughlin, Mrs. Her-

man G. Place, Mr. Everett Rowe,
Mrs. Everett Rowe, Mr. Howard
G. Winne and Mrs. Howard G.
Winne.
Dr. Baldwin introduced Mr.
Louis Sherwood, President of the
Hudson County Historical Society
of New Jersey, who is also a member of this society and whose ancestors lived in Dutchess County.
He told of the work of the New
Jersey society and extended greetings on behalf of his society.
The matter of the spring meeting was discussed and arrangements were left to the Board of

Trustees.
There being no further business,
the meeting adjourned to the dining room where one hundred and
twenty-eight members and friends
partook of luncheon which was
followed by an interesting talk on
early days in Newburgh and Orange County given by the Rev. A.
Elwood Corning, President of the
Temple Hill Association.
The meeting concluded with a
rising vote of thanks to the speaker.
J. WILSON POUCHER,
Secretary.
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ANNUAL REPORT
of the TREASURER of the
DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
May 24, 1935
PERMANENT ACCOUNT
Balance on hand Oct. 19, 1934
Receipts from Interest

$ 528.10
7.73

Balance to date

$ 535.83

CHECKING ACCOUNT
Balance on hand Oct. 19, 1934
Receipts from Dues
Receipts from sale Book (Deaths and Marriages)
Receipts from sale Year Book

$1,362.99
857.00
5.00
2.00
$2,226.99

DISBURSEMENTS To DATE
10-30-34—F. B. Howard, Engraving
$ 19.09
11-26-34—Agnes Criblez, Typing Labels
7.00
11-26-34—Lansing-Broas Co., Post Cards & Envelopes 35.00
11-26-34—J. H. Fitchett, Files and Index
2.00
11-28-34—Helen W. Reynolds, Work on Year Book. 200.00
11-28-34—Lansing Broas Co., Binding Year Book
28.40
11-30-34—Agnes Criblez, Mailing Year Book
2.00
11-30-34—Dr. J. W. Poucher, Postage & Luncheon
Guests Tickets
13.65
12-7-34—Rhinebeck Gazette, Envelopes & Printing
Year Book
209.75
12-14-34—Allotment on Glebe House
120.00
1-2-35—Katherine B. Waterman, Postage
3.00
1-9-35—N. Y. State Historical Assn. Dues
3.00
1-9-35—Amy Vernooy, Services as Secty.
50.00
1-9-35—Allen Frost, Services as Curator
25.00
1-9-35—Katherine B. Waterman, Services as Treas
50.00
5-13-35—Check Tax up to Dec. 31, 1934
.20
768.09
Balance to date

$1,458.90
Respectfully submitted,
KATHERINE B. WATERMAN,
Treasurer.
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Semi-Annual Statement
of the TREASURER of the
DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
October 18, 1935
PERMANENT ACCOUNT
Balance on hand May 24, 1935
Receipts from Interest

$535.83
6.69

CHECKING ACCOUNT
Balance on hand May 24, 1935
Received in Dues
Received from sale of Vol. 5 "Collections" DCHS
Received from sale "Year Books"

$1,458.90
188.00
5.00
10.00
$1,661.90

DISBURSEMENTS To DATE
6-10-35—Amy Vernooy, Reply Cards and Postage. . $14.00
6-10-35—Lansing-Broas Co., Return Cards
7.60
6-24-35—Helen Reynolds, Postage
5.00
7-1-35—Dr. J. W. Poucher, Potsage
2.54
7-1-35—Amy Vernooy, Services as Secretary
50.00
7-1-35—Allen Frost, Services as Curator
25.00
7-1-35—Katherine B. Waterman, Services as Treasurer
50.00
9-9-35—Lansing Broas. Co., Programs
15.25
169.39
Balance to date

$1,492.51
Respectfully submitted,
KATHERINE B. WATERMAN,
Treasurer.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MILESTONES
READ AT ANNUAL MEETING IN MAY, 1935
To the Members of the Dutchess County Historical Society.
Your Committee, appointed last year, looking towards the preservation of the few remaining brownstone mile posts located on the Albany
Post Road, in Dutchess County, would make the following report.
We made a survey of the road from Wappingers Falls to the
Dutchess-Columbia line, located a few miles North of Red Hook, and
found twenty-two stones, and with few exceptions, they were in a fair
state of preservation, the following is a list:
INSCRIPTION
77 Miles to N. York
82 Miles to N. York

DISTANCE FROM
Wappingers Falls, P. O.
North 3.9 miles
Court House, Po'keepsie
North
.8 miles
North 1.8 miles
North 4.8 miles

83
86
87
5
88
89
91
93
95
96
97
98
99

Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles

to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to

N. York
N. York
New YorkPo'keepsie
N. York
N. York
N. York
N. York
N. York
N. York
N. York
N. York
N. York

North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North

5.8
6.8
7.8
10.
12.
14.3
15.4
16.5
17.5
18.5

miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles

100
101
102
103
104
107

Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles
Miles

to
to
to
to
to
to

N.
N.
N.
N.
N.
N.

York
York
York
York
York
York

North
North
North
North
North
North

19.5
20.5
21.5
22.5
23.5
26.8

miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles

108 Miles to N. York
109 Miles to N. York

North 27.8 miles
North 28.6 miles

REMARKS
Reversed. Front facing
field.

Broken.
Apparently this stone is
of a later period.
Lettering poor.

Rhinebeck
Old Road—North of
Rhinebeck
Old Road—North of
Rhinebeck
Red Hook
Red Hook
Old Road in Upper Red
Hook.
Dutchess-Columbia
County Line.

We took the matter up with Mr. Alexander C. Flick, State Historian, and he referred us to Colonel Frederick Stuart Greene, Superintendent of the Department of Public Works, Albany, New York. We
wrote to Colonel Greene and he in turn referred the matter to the local
Department of Public Works, located on the Pleasant Valley Road, we
called and left with them a list of the stones we had located. We did
not, however, make much progress during 1934, as the appropriation for
17

the year had been exhausted, they however assured us that they would
take the matter up this Spring. Which they did and we are delighted
to report that they are now working on the restoration, according to
plans submitted by Colonel Greene. The plans call for the resetting of
milestones in concrete and a covering of masonry for protection.
We wish to thank Colonel Greene and the members of the local
department for the hearty cooperation and the deep interest they have
shown in this worth while undertaking.
We have been able to gather a little history in connection with
these milestones which may be of interest. November 19, 1934, the
Fifteenth Milestone, erected in 1769, on the Albany Post Road to designate the distance from New York City Hall was reset and unveiled with
elaborate ceremonies by the Washington Heights Chapter of the D.
A R.
At the unveiling of this stone, Reginald Pelham Bolton, author,
historian, and an authority on the early history of Manhattan, stated the
milestones as far as the fifteenth, which was set at Kingsbridge, or the
present 243d Street, New York City, were made and set in 1769. They
were provided by the City of New York, and the contractor was George
Lindsay, a stone mason by trade, whose bill was paid by the Common
Council in September 1769. This stone bears the name of John Zunicher, a famous Dutch stonecutter. We were unable to detect any signature on the ones we found; however, they are set so deep, that it may
be possible that it is at the extreme bottom. This stone also bears the
inscription "15 Miles from New York" while all the stones we located
bear the inscription so many miles "to N. York" and the word New
York is abbreviated, so apparently they were set by different Councils
or Legislatures.
The post road was authorized by the Provincial Legislature in
1703, under the Public Highway Act, which provided a "Publick and
Common General Highway to extend from King's Bridge in the County
of Westchester, through the same County of Westchester; Dutchess
County and the County of Albany, of the breath of four rods, to the
ferry at Crawlier over against the City of Albany."
On March 9, 1774 the Assembly enacted a law entitled "An act
to prevent the breaking or defacing of the milestones now or hereafter
to be erected in this colony." This would seem to indicate that such
stones had been erected from some time prior to 1774.
18

The 50th stone is a little north of Cortlandville, about three miles
north of Peekskill. Beyond this point there are milestones on the old
road, but the roadway is abandoned in great part.
Most of the stones are set along the west side of the Highway.
The distances are supposed to have been determined by a device conceived by Benjamin Franklin, a sort of counter attached to the wheel
of a buggy.
The remarkable fact we discovered was that where the stones we
located ran consecutively in mileage, the distance measured exactly one
mile apart, according to the speedometer of the car, which proves beyond
a doubt that they are in their original positions.
You will also find references to the milestones in the report of the
American Scenic and Historic Preservation Society for 1921-22, on
page 126; there is also a reference to the Albany Post Road in the report
for 1911, page 398.
Respectfully submitted,
MAuRicE C. ASHLEY.
CHARLES M. DE LA VERGNE.
Wappingers Falls, New York.
May 20, 1935.

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE
cars. The interest and cooperation
and hospitality of the residents of
Millbrook could not have been
more generous or enthusiastic. All
in all, the pilgrimage of 1935 was
an occasion that really accomplished valuable results in behalf of local history. Popular knowledge
of the old Nine Partners neighborhood was increased and disseminated, while much valuable historical material connected with
that neighborhood was brought to
light, which it is hoped will be
preserved for future study. It is
cause for gratification that stimu-

'Wednesday, September 11th,
1935, will always be recalled as a
red-letter date in the calendar of
the Dutchess County Historical
Society. A brilliantly beautiful
autumn day and the lovely rolling
hill-country of Millbrook in the
town of Washington supplied a
setting which was all that could be
asked for enjoyment. The attendance was the largest on record for
any pilgrimage,—the state-trooper
in charge of traffic reporting that
by count over one-hundred cars
were in line and that well over
three-hundred persons occupied the
19

EIGHTEENTH PILGRIMAGE
Wednesday, September 11, 1935
Daylight Saving Time
Basket Lunches
PLAN OF PILGRIMAGE
In planning the Pilgrimage of
1935 the committee has aimed to
emphasize the arts of peace rather
than military and political events.
To this end the plan provides a
visit to the site of a former school,
which in the early years of the
nineteenth century rendered a great
service to the cause of education,
and it includes visits to two houses
(one built about 1800 and the other about 1831) that are examples
of good domestic architecture of
the time of their erection.
Also, markers at three historic
sites will be unveiled, a collection
of American-made glass shown and
valuable eighteenth century records
placed on exhibition.
ROUTE OF PILGRIMAGE
10:45 A. M. Pilgrms will assemble in front of the Brick Meeting House on the Dover Road in
the Town of Washington. The
Meeting House is about half a
mile east of the monument that
marks the four corners at South
M illbrook.
10 :45-11 :30 A. M. Pilgrims
will gather in the Brick Meeting
House. The President, Mr. W.
Willis Reese, will preside. Miss
Helen W. Reynolds will tell the
story of Nine Partners Patent,
Nine Partners IVIeeting, and Nine
Partners School.
11:30 A. M. Pilgrims will adjourn to the road side, where Miss
Caroline E. Haviland will unveil

bus was given by this pilgrimage
both to the members of the society
and to the resident community in
behalf of an active interest in local
history.
One unfortunate circumstance
was the fact that the president of
the society, Mr. Reese, was detained at home by illness. Miss Helen
Wilkinson Reynolds, who had prepared a paper for the program in
the Brick Meeting House was
also ill and unable to be present
but the paper was most acceptably
read by Mr. Harry Harkness Flagler. A letter was read in the Brick
Meeting House which, under date
of September 9, 1935, bore greetings to the society from Mr. Clinton R. Tallcott of 78 Pinewoods
avenue, Troy, N. Y., a greatgrandson of Joseph Tallcott, the
founder of Nine Partners Boarding School.
Where so many individuals joined together to further an event it
is impossible to thank each one by
name. The pilgrimage committee
would therefore ask all who in any
way aided it to believe that their
kindness was appreciated. It is,
however, fitting that the committee
should offer grateful acknowledgement to Mr. Sidney Benham, custodian of the Brick Meeting
House; to Miss Caroline E. Haviland and Mr. Alfred B. Maclay
for hospitality in their homes; and
finally to Mr. Harry Harkness
Flagler, who in ways too numerous
to mention helped ensure the success of the day as a whole and who
organized a remarkable historical
exhibit in connection with it.
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a marker, erected by the State Ed- 1837), and the children of the
ucation Department in honor of present household are the seventh
the Meeting House, which was generation of one family-line to
occupy the house. Philip Hart had
built in 1780.
Pilgrims will walk from the mills on the stream near the house,
Meeting House to the land next at first a grist-mill and a saw-mill
adjoining, on which stood former- and later a fulling-mill. The vily the Nine Partners Boarding cinity of the mills was known as
Hart's Village. The house is a
School.
fine
example of the architecture of
11:45 A. M.
Mrs. Austin
Flint, daughter of the late John D. 1800.
The house that stands near that
Wing, will unveil a marker, erected by the State Education De- of Philip Hart was built soon after
partment in honor of Nine Part- 1807 by Dr. Alfred Treadway, a
ners School, which was opened in son-in-law of Philip Hart, and Dr.
1796. The original school bell will Treadway's granddaughters, the
be shown; also sections of the Misses White, now occupy it.
chestnut pipes that conveyed water
At a signal, pilgrims will reto the school.
enter cars and, following the leadPilgrims will re-enter cars and er, proceed to Killearn Farm, the
follow leader to the house of Jacob home of Mr. Alfred B. Maclay.
2 :30-3 :30 P. M. (approximateand Deborah Willetts. Leaving
cars, pilgrims will gather at the ly) at Killearn Farm. Mr. Maclay's house was built about 1831roadside.
12:00 noon. Mrs. Lawernce B. 1832 by Tristram Coffin (born
Smith, daughter of Mr. Oakleigh 1774, died 1857) and was particThorne, Vice-President of the ularly handsome for its time. The
Dutchess County Historical Soci- doorway and interior trim of the
ety for the Town of Washington, original house (to which Mr. Mawill unveil a marker, erected by clay has added) are worthy of
the State Education Department careful study as period woodwork.
in honor of Jacob and Deborah Mr. Maclay will exhibit his colWilletts, who were widely known lection of glass of American manuas educators and as the heads of facture.
At a signal, pilgrims will re-enNine Partners School.
Pilgrims will re-enter cars and ter cars and, following the leader,
follow leader to the home of Miss proceed to Edgewood, the home of
Mr. Harry Harkness Flagler,
Caroline E. Haviland.
12 :30-2 :00 P. M. (approxi- where will be shown important
mately) at Miss Haviland's. Bas- records of the Nine Partners. Inket lunches on the lawn. Miss cluded in the exhibit will be the
Haviland's house was built about invaluable Record Book of the pat1800 by her great-grandfather, entees, eighteenth century maps of
Philip Hart (born 1749, died the patent, a clock and silverware
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disperse for home at individual
convenience.

made by William Terry, and a
number of other important things.
From Edgewood pilgrims will

ABOUT PHILIP HART AND HART'S VILLAGE
Paper read by John Hunting Otis at the home of his great-aunt,
Miss Caroline E. Haviland, before the Dutchess County Historical Society on the occasion of its eighteenth annual pilgrimage, Wednesday.,
September 11, 1935.
One of the men who did much to lay the foundations of the town
of Washington and to build the community along social and economic
lines was my Great, Great, Great, Grandfather Philip Hart. He was
youngest son of Richard Hart (3rd) and Mary Taber and was born
January 12, 1749, at Little Compton, Rhode Island.
The date of his removal to the neighborhood of Hart's Village cannot be exactly placed. It was probably about, or after 1767, when his
brother Richard was certainly at Nine Partners. He was first listed as
a tax payer in 1774. On December 18, 1774 he married Susanna Akin;
he being at this time 25 years old and she only 15. Her parents had
objected to the marriage on account of her youth, but according to the
family tradition he went to the house one day (doubtless a Thursday;
when the old folks were at Meeting and she went off with him on the
pillion of his saddle. They were probably married by a magistrate. He
brought his wife to board in the village, but her parents were not recon,ciled to the marriage for some time, though later they all became the
hest of friends and finally the parents came to live with their son-in-law.
Philip Hart was a liberal and broad minded man. Generous to
'others, he yet was thrifty himself and amassed a considerable property.
He bought freely of real estate in the neighborhood of his home but was
,always ready to sell a piece to secure a good neighbor or to make a fair
profit on his investment. He owned at his death the "Muckle Hill
Farm" of nearly 140 acres, which was sold by his executors at $30 per
acre in 1837, a pretty full price for those days. He also owned large
tracts of land outside of Dutchess County, known as "The Military
,Lands" which were given by the state to soldiers, and which these latter
sold him. The Harts in Rhode Island appear to have been Baptists but
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Philip Hart always attended Friends Meeting with his wife. He was,
however, not so severe in his taste as was his wife, and among other
properties he owned a large yellow coach, which was the finest vehicle
in the town, which his wife thought a little more showy than was right.
With his children he was extremely good natured and easy, frequently
chasing them, when they misbehaved, with a straw in his hand on pretense of an intention to whip them. All who remembered Philip Hart
spoke of his cordial hospitality, and notwithstanding his large family,
his house was continually open to many guests. When he used to visit
he always wore a drab hat and plum colored coat, not full Quaker garb
but what would pass as such.
All of Philip Hart's eleven children, excepting the youngest, were
born in the old house which now stands on the northwest corner of the
North Road. The house originally stood on the southwest corner and
was of greater length than the present building, its west end being where
Dr. Tredway, a son-in-law, subsequently built and its east end well
down toward the drive. About 1800 he moved this house across the
turnpike and erected his new house, the house you are visiting today, in
which eight generations have slept and in which Miss Haviland was
born and continues to live. This house remains very much as originally
built, except as to the piazzas. The house is "a frame structure of two
stories, with central hall and four rooms on each floor and with finish
in the detail of 1800. When it was new, the front and end walls were
painted white and the rear wall red; in later years it was white and now
is yellow with white trimmings. The finish of the exterior is somewhat
elaborate, including decorated window-cornices, a triple window over
the front door, windows with arched tops in the north and south gables,
some applied trim on the wall, etc., but the inside of the house is simpler
and, in this connection the story has come down that Grandmother Hart,
who was a Friend, told her husband that the exterior had been done to
his liking and that she would plan the interior of the house in accordance
with her own taste. That husband and wife held differing preferences
regarding the presence or absence of that which was merely decorative
and not necessary does not indicate any cleavage in sympathy between
them, who spent fifty-five years together. In 1821, when Philip Hart
made his will after forty-seven years of married life, he referred to
Susanna Akin Hart as: 'My chosen and well-beloved bosom friend,
Susanna, the wife of my youth' and surely no woman could ask a tribute
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more delicate or one implying sounder sentiment."
At the west door, there was originally a flight of marble steps,
where there is now a piazza. This change was made at the same time,
in 1835, when the east piazza was enlarged and when the present west
door was removed from the east front, bearing still the original knocker.
The stones at the foot of the present west steps came from the old
kitchen hearth and jambs, one of the stones showing where the crane was
fastened. It was at quite a later date that the west piazza was enlarged
to the present porch and sleeping porch above by Isaac, a son of Barclay
Haviland.
In Smith's "History of Dutchess County" it says that "the Harts
built the first grist mill in the town of Washington in 1755". This mill
Philip Hart afterward bought from his brothers and in 1790 enlarged
and rebuilt it. Besides the grist mill he had a saw mill on the stream and
ultimately he operated one of the first fulling-mills in the county. It
was in 1787 that Philip Hart advertised his fulling-mill in the Country
Journal, published at Poughkeepsie. His advertisment announced that
he was equipped for "the clothing business in all branches" and emphasized the fact that he would dye cloth. He said his customers might
leave their cloth "on the west side of Hudson's river at Baker and Van
Kleeck's store at New Paltz Landing", showing that the fulling-mill of
Grandfather Hart was one of the first of its kind locally, serving people
of Ulster as well as those of Dutchess.
Philip Hart died from paralysis on August 3rd, 1837 and was
buried in the Friends Burying Ground which you visited this morning.
After his death, he having outlived his wife several years, the house
passed to his daughter Susan, wife of Willis Haviland. In 1855 it became the property of Barclay Haviland, Miss Haviland's father, who
had married Philip Hart's granddaughter, Susan Treadway, daughter of
Dr. Alfred and Catharine ( Hart) Treadway. In 1870 my grandmother,—Barclay Haviland 's older daughter, Katherine,—was married from
this house to Dr. John C. Otis. My father, Dr. John Haviland Otis,
was born in this house and I have made my home here with Aunt Carrie
since I was five.
In 1807 Catherine Hart, daughter of Philip Hart, married Dr.
Alfred Treadway and soon after they built the house next door which is
now occupied by two of their granddaughters as a summer home.
Across the road, the large white house was built at a somewhat later
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period by another son-in-law of Philip Hart, Isaac Merritt, who in 1821
married Eliza Hart and who had cloth mills on the stream at Hart's
'village. Directly across the road the white house was built by a brother
of Isaac Merritt, while the house next to the east was for many years
the general store and post office, being one of the regular stops for the
stage coaches from Poughkeepsie to the east.
In 1869 the railroad was built and the station placed to serve the
three villages: Mechanic, where we were this morning, Washington
Four Corners, where the monument is, and Hart's Village. As business
grew it gravitated toward the Station, Millbrook, so now the location of
this house is stated as at Millbrook.

NINE PARTNERS PATENT, NINE PARTNERS MEETING
AND NINE PARTNERS SCHOOL
paper prepared by Helen Wilkinson Reynolds which was read in the
Brick Meeting House, Millbrook, September 11, 1935,
by Harry Harkness Flagler
Members and Friends of the Dutchess County Historical Society:
For many years military history and political history have been
studied but of late attention has turned to cultural history. One of the
ways by which it is possible to measure the cultural qualities of the
people of a community at a given time is to determine the degree to
which education is promoted and absorbed. And so we have gathered
together today to memorialize Nine Partners Boarding School and to
emphasize the importance of that school in the life of Dutchess County.
The school building stood a little east of this meeting house in
which we are assembled and there was a time when, in addition to the
school and the meeting house there were several other buildings near by
on both sides of the road, forming all together a small hamlet. Before
speaking more particularly of that hamlet I would ask you to consider
what its historical background was and how it happened to come into
existence.
In 1697 the territory that we call Dutchess County was thickly
forested. On the shore-line of Hudson's river four or five men were
living but the woods of the interior had not been explored. In the city
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of New York were some men with capital who, just at that time, became
interested in speculation in real estate. Nine of those men formed a
partnership and bought' a large tract of land in Dutchess County. The
tract was bounded west by Hudson's river and Crum Elbow Creek; east
by Connecticut; north by a line from Crum Elbow Creek to Connecticut; south by a line from the river to Connecticut. In shape it was a
huge rectangle (almost square), plus a small piece jutting westward in
the form of a pan-handle. Within the four-cornered part were the present towns of Amenia, Stanford and Clinton, Washington and Pleasant
Valley,2 while the pan-handle covered most of the present town of Hyde
Park. Speaking in terms of today we might say that the present hamlets
and villages of Amenia, Lithgow, Millbrook, Washington Hollow,
Pleasant Valley, Hyde Park, Stanfordville, Bangall, Clinton Corners,
Salt Point and Schultzville all lie within the boundaries of the tract
that was purchased in 1697 by those nine men in New York.
The majority of the nine purchasers Were speculators, who soon
sold their rights in the land and the rights changed hands many times.
But three of the nine (William Creed, Henry Filkin and David Jamison) held their investments and in after years, when settlement began,
some of their descendants came to Dutchess County and made homes on
inherited land.
There was however a delay of over thirty years before settlement on
the tract was begun. The delay was due to the fact that the land was
held in common all that time by the owners. Under the law, the tract
belonged as a unit to all the partners (or to those who had acquired
original rights by purchase or inheritance) and it was not possible to
sell particular pieces of land to individual settlers. So long as the land
was held in common, men who moved in upon it could only be classed
as squatters for they could not obtain title to specific parcels.
Eventually three partitions3 of the tract took place; one in 1699,
one in 1734 and one in 1740. By the partition of 1699 the small piece of
land which fronted the river (likened above to a pan-handle) was divided into nine long narrow strips. The nine strips were known as the
water-lots and undoubtedly they were laid out as a matter of convenience. There were no roads across the patented area in 1699 and approach to it had to be made by way of the river; and so, if the holders
of the nine one-ninth rights in the tract each had a bit of river-front that
was their own individually, they could come and go independently in
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visiting the property. The value of the tract was at that time potential
and lay in the timber and furs that could be obtained in its forests.
In 1734 the main four-cornered portion of the tract was laid out
into thirty-six great lots, four of which were assigned to each of the
one-ninth rights in the patent, and in 1740 eighteen lesser lots were
created along the east side of Crum Elbow Creek and, dating from those
partitions, settlers began to buy homesteads and to clear the ground for
agriculture. The many details connected with the partitions were all
entered in a record book and that invaluable volume, now owned by Mr.
Harry Harkness Flagler, will be shown us this afternoon at Edgewood.
There are scattered bits of contemporary evidence to hint that before the partition of 1734 a few men did venture into the wilderness,
make clearings and live on the land without a title. But such men were
very few. Also it is apparent that south of Nine Partners Patent in the
neighborhood of the present village of Dover (which is within the
bounds of the Beekman Patent) there were a few pioneers in the first
quarter of the eighteenth century.4 Those isolated households needed
connection with the river and apparently they sought a river-landing on
other Beekman land for gradually there took form a trail through the
woods from Dover at the southeast corner of Nine Partners to Rhinebeck at the northwest corner. There is reason to think that by 17185
men began to grope their way through the forest and to feel out a trail.
In course of time the trail was referred to as the Dover road (sometimes
as the Wassaic road). As nearly as can now be determined6 it ran from
Dover over Plymouth Hill; past the site of this meeting house to (the
present) monument at South Millbrook ; turned north, past the site of
(the present) village of Millbrook to what is now the road to Sharon;
turned west and ran around Canoe Hill to (the present) Washington
Hollow; from Washington Hollow it wound a generally northwestward
way through (the present) Clinton Corners and Schultzville, past Long
Pond to the headwaters of Crum Elbow Creek, where it crossed the
boundary of the patent and continued to the river over the land of Henry
Beekman.
Beside the trail just described there was in 1722 a blazed trail7 between (the present) Rhinebeck and Poughkeepsie, which was the beginning of the New York and Albany Post Road. It crossed the land of
the nine partners between (the present) village of Hyde Park and the
home of Miss Ellen Crosby Roosevelt.
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Also, so early as 1733 a way had been made between (the present)
village of Pleasant Valley and (the present) Washington Hollow which
consisted in part of a footpath and in part of a line of marked trees.8
It can safely be assumed that at first all streams were forded but in
1736 mention was made9 of a bridge over the Wappingers at (the present) Pleasant Valley.
Throughout the 1730's, 1740's and 1750's the road-books of the
county contain entries that record the laying out of roads over the area
of Nine Partners Patent and in those years those routes of travel were
described as composed of courses "along marked trees", "by the footpath" and, occasionally, as by "wagon-roads." The so called wagon
roads must have been sorry apologies for what is meant today by the
word: road; they could have been little more than wheel-ruts in mud or
tracks by which carts jolted over roots and brush and tangled vines.
For the purposes of local civil government Dutchess County was
divided in 1717 into three wards,—North and Middle and South,—of
which the Middle Ward contained most of the area of Nine Partners
Patent, plus other land to the southward. In 1737 the three wards were
reorganized into seven new divisions called precincts and, by that rearrangement, the land of the nine partners was covered by Crum Elbow
Precinct. Later, Crum Elbow Precinct was divided into Amenia and
Charlotte Precincts.
There are on file lists of the tax-payers in the wards and in the
precincts, beginning in 1718. Taxes were levied upon all "residents"
and "sojourners," which broad base would seem to have included the
squatters, who, as was stated above, may have gone into the woods on
Nine Partners land and made clearings. It is unsafe however to guess
from the lists of those who paid taxes in the Middle Ward who lived on
the land of the nine partners and who elsewhere and so for an estimate
of the population on this patent we must turn to the first list of taxpayers after the organization of the precincts. The first precinct list, dated
1739, gives the names of fifty-six men and the fact that the number was
as large as that reflects the fact that in 1734 the great lots of the patent
had been laid out and assigned and that it had become possible to convey
farms under a good title. But think of fifty-six households in proportion to this great acreage! By 1760 the tax list showed a total of sevenhundred and sixty tax-payers and that increased number forms a clue to
the rate at which settlers came on the tract in the 1740's and 1750's. It
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is very evident that before 1734 the population on Nine Partners Patent
was microscopic and that after 1734 it multiplied with comparative
speed.
A document of 176810 speaks of "the Nine Partners" as being "now
a fine wheat country," which description explains the erection of mills
on the streams that abound on the tract. Evidently by the 1760's the
patent was occupied by a domestic population, much land had been cleared and agriculture well established. In this connection it should be
noted that the tax-list of 1739 (above cited) gives £253 as the amount
of the assessed value of property in the precinct, while in 1768, when
the same territory had become a "fine wheat country", assessed values
had risen to £2630. The development of the land which thus had taken
place was accomplished without difficulties with Indians, who were few
in number and peacefully disposed. But wild life was abundant and
provided many hazards for the pioneers. The county records contain
numerous references to the bounties paid for wolves' heads, which one
fact is an indication of the general situation.
Out of the mists that envelop early days a picture thus emerges
of a wilderness made over into farms, with roads and bridges and mills
in use. Such a community soon reached a point of prosperity where the
people could buy some goods from outside and their needs called for
stores. Right here, where we are assembled, that need was met by
Samuel 1VIabbett, who about 1760 opened a store on the land east of
the meeting house lot.
Within a radius from the meeting house, land had been acquired
by families from New England and Long Island and from Westchester
County. Most of the arrivals belonged to the Society of Friends and in
1742 they had organized Nine Partners Meeting. The name of the
meeting was derived of course from the references in current speech to
the patent for the land but its use for a particular institution served to
localize the name in connection with this general vicinity. There seems
to be no other locality within the boundaries of the patent as a whole that
was known specifically as "Nine Partners" as was this portion of it.
A meeting-house of logs, built in the 1740's, burned down in 1778
and in 1780 this present structure of brick was erected on the same site.
The meeting--house and the store of Samuel Mabbett together created 6.
focal point and gradually there clustered about them other buildings:
The house of Isaac Thorne stood on the hill east of the meeting-house.
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Near Isaac Thorne lived William Terry, a silversmith and maker of
clocks (some of whose handiwork we are to see this afternoon at Edgewood). Across the road were a shoemaker's shop, a blacksmith's shop
and some dwellings. To this hamlet the name: Mechanic attached itself.
Traffic east and west between New England and Hudson's river increased and Samuel Mabbett's store prospered.
During the Revolution and for some years after it there were econcmic chaos and political unrest, just as the same phenomena have been
witnessed in our own day. Dutchess County suffered from those causes.
Progress was definitely retarded. But in the 1790's signs of improved
conditions began to appear and one of those signs was the fact that in
1793 the Friends in this vicinity were able to subscribe to a fund which
was to be used to found a boarding school. In 1794 the proposal for a
school was submitted by the Friends at Nine Partners to the New York
Yearly Meeting and that organization appointed a committee of twentyfive well known members of the society to carry out the plan. Among
the Dutchess County men on the committee were Joseph Tallcott, Isaac
Thorne, Paul Upton, Tripp Mosher and Peter Lossing.
At this point emphasis must be laid upon a fact that has been overlooked in Dutchess County, which is: that the establishment of Nine
Partners Boarding School was due to the initiative of Joseph Tallcott.
Born at New Milford, Connecticut, in 1768, Joseph Tallcott settled in
the town of Washington, Dutchess County, about 1791 and lived there
until 1807, when he removed to central New York, spending most of
the remainder of his life at Skaneateles. He died in 1853 at the age of
eighty-five. All his life he was interested in education and he was instrumental in founding schools and raising educational standards and in
publishing books for children. I am indebted to Miss Adelaide Underhill of Poughkeepsie for introduction to a book in Vassar College Library
titled: The Memoirs of Joseph Tallcott, which was printed in 1855 at
Auburn, N. Y., and which contains correspondence and other material
that reveal his activities.
According to those Memoirs, Joseph Tallcott conceived the idea of
a school at Nine Partners, started the subscription for it, steered the
project through the Dutchess County meetings and then through the
Yearly Meeting of New York State and finally accomplished his desire.
For a time he and his wife lived in the school-building and did all they
could to develop the institution.
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NINE PARTNERS BOARDING SCHOOL
TOWN OF WASHINGTON, DUTCHESS COUNTY

The purchase of the school property was made by the New York
yearly Meeting in 1795 and the deed"- shows that the trustees for the
school bought the old store of Samuel Mabbett, with ten acres of land
attached. It took a year to enlarge and adapt the store-building but late
in 1796 Nine Partners Boarding School began to receive pupils. The
building stood at the west end of lot number 26 of the great division
that was made of Nine Partners Patent in 1734. This meeting house
stands at the east end of lot number 11 and the boundary between lots
26 and 11 runs north and south between the school-site and the meeting
house. Lot number 26 was assigned in 1734 to the heirs of William
Creed and lot number 11 to the heirs of James Emott.
Nine Partners Boarding School ran from 1796 to 1863 (sixty-seven
years), the last ten years under private auspices, as in 1853 the Yearly
Meeting transferred its support and the funds of the school to an academy conducted by the Friends at Union Springs, Cayuga County, New
York. In recent years that academy was moved to the town of Poughkeepsie, here in Dutchess, and we know it as Oakwood. So the spirit
of Nine Partners marches on!
In 1887 Mr. John D. Wing, who in June, 1865, had acquired
the school property, removed the building12 from its original site. He
incorporated part of it in his own new dwelling and part in a barn. He
saved the bell, which had signalled to so many children, and the bell is
to be shown us today.
Two admirable articles13 about Nine Partners School are in print:
one by the late Stephen H. Merritt and one by Esther Swift McGonegal,
now of Millbrook. They contain much detailed information and are
very valuable. Our time is so short today however that I will just refer
you to those articles and ask you to turn with me in thought to the school
as a center of influence of a personal sort. By that I mean I would like
to speak of the effect the school had upon the lives of many individuals.
In the course of its sixty-seven years there may have been an average annual attendance of one hundred boys and girls. Those several thousands
of pupils were directly influenced and many other persons indirectly
through them and all for things of the better sort.
The instruction at Nine Partners seems to have been characterized
by thoroughness. Two sisters of my grandfather (one born in 1810 and
the other in 1815) were pupils here for a while and until they died they
knew what they had learned as children. One of them, when in her
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eighties, coached her grandson in French and geometry. Judging not
only by those two old ladies but by other individuals of their period
whom I have known personally, I believe that the teaching at Nine
Partners School was marked by clarity and precision and—from all the
scattered bits we know about the school—it is evident that obedience
was required and moral principles stressed. For a school to live for over
half a century and to train several generations of boys and girls and for
its training to be marked by thoroughness and good discipline and by a
call to practise homely virtues, means that the school sent out into life
boys and girls who possessed something definite to live by, something
soundly rooted.
Nine Partners School had a succession of superintendents and instructors but the teachers who, as teachers, were the most widely known
and influential were Jacob Willetts and his wife, Deborah Rogers.
Jacob Willetts" was born in Fishkill, Dutchess County, in 1785
and in 1796, when he was eleven years old, he entered Nine Partners
School. Continuing as a pupil until he was grown, he became head
teacher. For two or three years (approximately 1813-1815?) he is referred to as teaching in a new school at Pine Plains, returning thence to
Nine Partners. It is said that he later spent a few years at Nantucket
and it is supposed that his removal there was occasioned by unusual conditions at Nine Partners. In 1828 the Society of Friends was divided
into two groups, the Orthodox and the Hicksites, which separation created difficulties for Nine Partners School. But early in the 1830's Jacob
Willetts returned to Dutchess and here at Mechanic he opened a school
of his own, which continued until 1853. I understand that school was
conducted west of this meeting house, near the present tennis-courts, and
that it was for young men, whereas Nine Partners School was co-educational and took children of all ages.
Meanwhile, probably about 1819,1-5 Mr. Willetts established his
own home in a small dwelling which is still standing west of the tennis
courts and where, later this morning; we shall see an historical marker.
In the course of his many years of teaching Jacob Willets specialized in arithmetic, bookkswing and geography and in the first quarter
of the nineteenth century he published" textbooks on those subjects
which, (beginning in 1813) went through many editions and were in
general use with a wide reputation. And so through personal contacts
in the classroom and through his textbooks Jacob Willetts was a real
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factor in the education of young people over a long period of time and
over a wide territory.
Almost as well known in their day as he, was his wife. Deborah
Rogers 17 of Massachusetts, born in 1789, was at Nine Partners School
in her girlhood as pupil and as teacher. There she met Jacob WiBetts,
—in 1812 was married to him and continued all her life to teach. The
subject in which she specialized was English grammar and she drilled
her pupils effectively. Goold Brown (born 1791 in Rhode Island ),18
who was at Nine Partners School in his youth (both as a pupil and as a
teacher), became famous in later life as a grammarian; he published an
enormous volume on grammar and he paid tribute to Deborah Willetts
for the aid she had given him. A tradition of Mrs. Willetts that has
been told me is that she was strict in her dealings with the children.
When little girls misbehaved she would have them sit on a bench with
their faces to the wall, would place her husband in charge and go away
to other duties. Jacob, being tender hearted, would then turn his back
on the culprits and allow them all the freedom he could.
Jacob and Deborah Willetts both died in the small house down the
road and both are buried in the graveyard adjoining this meeting house.
There are pictures19 of them in existence and the likenesses confirm our
understanding of the influence they exerted along the lines of simplicity,
industry, and frugality, combined with moral integrity and intellectual
interests. In short they gave us here in Dutchess an exposition of plain
living and high thinking, the memory of which is green now after a
century has passed, and for a return of which sort of living and thinking
there is much need today!
Two other persons " connected with Nine Partners School should
be specially mentioned: James Mott and Lucretia Coffin.
James Mott (born on Long Island in 1788) entered Nine Partners
School in 1797 and remained until 1810, first as a pupil and then as a
teacher. While he was here, Lucretia Coffin (born at Nantucket in
1793) entered the school (about 1806?) as a pupil, later becoming a
teacher. And here we have a second romance to remember in connection
with Nine Partners. Just as Jacob Willetts and Deborah Rogers met
and married at the school, so also did James Mott and Lucretia Coffin
and they, like Jacob and Deborah Willetts, became widely known in
their mature careers. Mr. and Mrs. Mott were married in 1811 and
made their home in Philadelphia. They both attained national recog33

nition as leaders in the effort to abolish slavery and in the cause then
called women's rights. James Mott spent thirteen formative years at
Nine Partners (from his eleventh to his twenty-second) ; Lucretia Coffin
was at the school from approximately her thirteenth to seventeenth years;
and, in their stay here, they were grounded in the principles for which
the school stood. We may not be claiming too much when we say that
James Mott and Lucretia Coffin could well have become interested in
the abolition of slavery while at Nine Partners for, later, the Friends in
this vicinity were in active sympathy with that cause. I am told that
the house of Stephen Haight (which stood formerly east of Nine Partners Lane, up the drive that now leads to the house of Mrs. Roswell
Miller) was a station on the underground railway and sheltered a number of fugitive slaves.
As has before been said, the building of Nine Partners School stood
at the hamlet called Mechanic. Half a mile west of the school was a
neighborhood called the Four Corners, now South Millbrook. Northward, on the road to Sharon, some mills were built on a stream before
1800 and formed a center for a hamlet called Hart's Village. Mechanic
and the Four Corners and Hart's Village were the early settlements.
In the 1870's a station was built on a new railroad that had been built
through this territory and the station provided a nucleous for a growth
that developed into the present village of Millbrook. Millbrook has
been a unifying force and has absorbed into itself the former scattered
communities.
Today at lunch-time we go to Hart's Village, where Miss Caroline
E. Haviland will receive us at the house2' which was built about 1800 by
her great-grandfather, Philip Hart. In the afternoon we are to see the
house22 built about 1831-1832 by Tristram Coffin, which is now the
home of Mr. Alfred B. Maclay, and after that at Edgewood Mr. Harry
Harkness Flagler will show us the invaluable Record Book of the Nine
Partners, together with other historical material of great interest.
And now we will adjoin to the roadside to take note formally of
three historical markers set up by the Education Department of the
State of New York, one to commemorate Nine Partners Meeting House,
one for Nine Partners School and one for Jacob and Deborah Willetts
personally.
HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS.
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MAPS OF NINE PARTNERS PATENT
In connection with the pilgrimage of September 11, 1935, to the
neighborhood in the town of Washnigton, Dutchess County, that formerly was referred to as: Nine Partners, four maps of Nine Partners
Patent, that were drawn in the middle of the eighteenth century, have
been listed. The four maps are the following:
(1) Map on file in the office of the County Clerk.
(2) Map owned by Mr. Harry Harkness Flagler of IVIillbrook,
which was purchased by Mr. Flagler from Mrs. Helen Lossing Johnson. Mrs. Johnson inherited the map from her father, the late Benson
J. Lossing.
(3) Map owned by Miss Katherine Wodell of Millbrook. Miss
Wodell inherited the map from her father, the late Silas Wodell, who
bought it at an auction-sale of historical material collected by the late
Benson J. Lossing.
(4) Map owned by the Adriance IVIemorial Library, Poughkeepsie. This map was made for the Filkin family, descendants of Henry
Filkin, one of the original nine partners. In 1882 the map was owned
by Mrs. Caroline Filkin Germond of Dutchess County (see: J. H.
Smith's History of Dutchess County, page 337). From her it passed
among her direct descendants to her great-granddaughter, Miss Clara
Germond of Poughkeepsie and the latter's sisters, who in 1935 gave the
map to the library.
Of the four maps, above, one (IVIr. Flagler's) is on parchment, the
other three are on paper. No two are in the same hand-writing. The
writing on the map owned by Miss Wodell is identifiable as that of
Henry Livingston of Poughkeepsie (who was a surveyor and draughtsman and who served as Clerk of Dutchess County 1737-1789). All
four maps record the three partitions of land that were made by the
owners, namely: the partition of 1699, when the nine water-lots were
laid out; the partition of 1734, when the thirty-six great lots were laid
out; the partition of 1740, when the eighteen lesser lots were laid out;
and all four show also the lands that were sold by the partners in 1738
to raise money for the expenses of the company.
The map filed in the office of the County Clerk shows only the
courses and distances provided by the several surveys made for the successive partitions. The other three each give some details. They show
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one road on the patent, running between the northwest and southeast
corners of the tract. On Mr. Flagler's map it is marked: Wassaic
Road, on Miss Wodell's : Dover Road. On the maps owned by Miss
Wodell and the library eight houses show within the boundaries of the
patent, while on Mr. Flagler's there are marks at equivalent locations
which, although blurred, are evidently in agreement. The eight houses
are
Two on great lot No. 29; marked: Richard Sackett, Hen. Nees.
1 on great lot No. 33; marked John Salsberry.
1 on great lot No. 12; on the library map this is marked: Abraham
Freer; on the Wodell map this is marked: A. Freer now A. Creed.
2 on great lot No. 7; on the library map these are marked: Reynier
Van Sant, Willm Ruard ; on the Wodell map one is marked: Henry
Filkin, the other has no name attached.
2 on lesser lot No. 7; marked: Maxfield, Wid. Allen.
The nine water-lots appear on Miss Wodell's map as follows: No.
1, no name; No. 2, marked: Henry Filkin ; No. 3, marked: Augustine
Graham, now Joseph Mott; No. 4, marked: James Emmot now Rutgers; No. 5, no name; No. 6, William Creed; No. 7, marked: Jamison;
No. 8, marked: Coll. Heathcoat ; No. 9, no name.
With the exception of the map in the Clerk's office, the maps all
show certain hills, streams and ponds and the lots are marked: good or
bad or indifferent, to indicate the quality of the soil. All but the Clerk's
map show a ,few details beyond the boundaries of the patent, as follows:
(1) On the Flagler, Wodell and library maps are two houses just
below the south line of the patent and near its east end, marked: Jacob
Van Camp, Derrick Dutcher.
(2) On the library map are four houses east of the patent, near
Wassaic Creek.
(3) On the Wodell map are two houses north of the patent-line
and east of Stissing mountain.
(4) On the Wodell map, Kingston Landing and Kingston are
recorded.
(5) On the library map, on the site of the city of Poughkeepsie,
is the word Pocapse, with eleven buildings, two roads and—at the mouth
of the Fallkill—the words: Lewis's mill creek. The roads are apparently equivalent to the present: Main, Washington, and Mill street
from the Court House to river, plus North Bridge street from Mill to
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the Fallkill.
(6) On the Wodell map, on the site of the city of Poughkeepsie,
are roads practically the same as on the library map, but no buildings.
Not one of the four maps is dated but the fact that they all record
the eighteen lesser lots, that were laid out in 1740, proves that they
could not have been made before that year.
It can be assumed that the Wodell map was drawn later than the
library map because it records: "A. Freer now A. Creed" in connection
with a house which is marked on the library map as: "Abraham Freer."
A clue to the approximate date of the Wodell map is found in the
following facts. The map shows water-lot number 3 marked: "Augustine Graham now Joseph Mott." Deeds in the office of the County
Clerk (liber 4, page 377, and liber 6, page 128) reveal that Joseph Mott
bought water-lot number 3 on May 24th, 1750, and sold the lot on May
5th, 1747. In this connection it should be noted that the map records
"VVid. Allen" as a resident on great lot number 7. This was Elizabeth,
widow of John Allen, who lived near the site of the present village of
Pleasant Valley. She was a tax-payer for some years up to 1748. The
tax-lists for 1749-1752 are lost. In February 1753 her name is not on
the list and it is believed that she died between 1748 and 1753. Comparing 1748-1753 with 1750-1757 (when Joseph Mott owned water-lot
number 3), the inference is allowable that the Wodell map was drawn
between May, 1750, and February, 1753.
Finally, on June 10, 1745, Anthony Rutgers of the city of New
York bought water-lot number 4 (deeds, liber 2, page 64). He died in
1746 leaving a will by which he gave his real estate to his widow and
children. These circumstances tally with the entry on the Wodell map
on water-lot number 4, which says: "James Emmot now Rutgers."
PICTURES OF NINE PARTNERS BOARDING SCHOOL
Of the building that formerly stood in the town of Washington,
Dutchess County and which was occupied from 1796 to 1863 by Nine
Partners Boarding School no photograph is at hand but three sketches
of it are available.
About 1812-1814 Eliza Jordan (born 1800) made a colored drawing of the school while a pupil in it, which drawing is now owned by
her granddaughter, Miss Jane R. Haviland of Poughkeepsie. The
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drawing is reproduced in this Year Book through the kindness of Miss
Haviland.
In 1820 Alexander H. Coffin made a sketch of the building and
that view is reproduced in James H. Smith's History of Dutchess County, opposite page 327. Mr. Coffin, born in 1805 in the town of Washington, was living in Poughkeepsie in 1882 when Smith's History was
published. It is to be supposed that he himself loaned his drawing for
reproduction in the History. Perhaps, if his descendants could be found,
the original sketch would be discovered to be still in their possession.
At an unknown date and by an unnamed artist another sketch was
made of Nine Partners School. It was done in pencil and is now owned
by Miss Katherine Wodell of Millbrook, who inherited it from her
father, the late Silas Wodell. Mr. Wodell purchased the sketch at the
auction-sale of the historical material that was collected by the late Benson J. Lossing. This pencil sketch is reproduced in this Year Book by
Miss Wodell's kindness.
In the possession of Mrs. Charles L. McCord of New Rochelle, N.
Y., is a photograph which records a sketch of Nine Partners School (in
crayon?). It is not known where the crayon sketch now is. Nor is it
known who the artist was nor the date of the work.
The sketch owned by Miss Wodell and the photograph owned by
Mrs. McCord are so nearly identical that only close examination shows
that there are slight differences in detail. The conclusion is obvious that
one was copied from the other and that the copyist departed ever so
slightly from the original. Which was the original it is impossible to
say.
It is to be supposed that the pencil and crayon sketches were of later
date than the other pictures listed. In the view of 1812-1814 and in
that of 1820 the school-yard is surrounded by a fence of planks or boards,
while in the other sketches a picket fence is shown. In 1812-1814 and
in 1820 the windows lacked curtains and shutters. In the undated
sketches curtains and shutters had been acquired. There are other minor
differences but in essentials the pictures agree and it is possible for the
present generation to believe that it knows what the building of Nine
Partners School was like in fundamental particulars.
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EXHIBITION
AT EDGEWOOD, THE HOME OF HARRY HARKNESS FLAGLER,
in connection with the
PILGRIMAGE OF THE DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
TO MILLBROOK
SEPTEMBER 11th, 1935
EXHIBIT:
No. 1—Map of Nine Partners Patent. Mid-18th Century. The map records the
nine water-lots, laid out in 1699; the thirty-six great lots laid out in 1734;
and the eighteen lesser lots laid out in 1740.
Loaned by Harry Harkness Flagler,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 2—Map of Nine Partners Patent. Mid-18th century. The map records
the nine water-lots laid out in 1699; the thirty-six great lots, laid out in
1734; and the eighteen lesser lots, laid out in 1740.
Loaned by Miss Katherine Wodell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 3—Deed from Aaron Haight of Crum Elbow Precinct in Dutchess County
to William Palmer and Isaac Thorn, about 6 acres of land in Lot IL
Nine Partners, 1745.
Loaned by Millbrook Library.
No. 4—Deed from William Palmer and Isaac Thorn of Crum Elbow Precinct
in Dutchess County to Joshua Haight, Joseph Reynolds, Jonathan Holmes,
Jacob Haight, John Lapham, Peter Palmer and Ruben Palmer, for part
of Lot II, Nine Partners, 6 acres of land, June 8, 1758. (Nine Partners
Meeting House Land).
Loaned by Millbrook Library.
No. 5—Marriage Certificate of John Wing and Miriam Thorn, married in
Nine Partners Meeting House on the 27th of February, 1800.
Loaned by Mrs. John M. Wing,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 6—Marriage Certificate of Richard Mitchell and Hannah Lawton, married
in Nine Partners Meeting House December 26, 1822.
Loaned by Charles C. Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 7—Federal Government Certificate-1817—of payment of four wheel carriage tax by Joshua Carhart.
Loaned by Mrs. David M. Jackson,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 8—Nine Partners Record Book, containing a summary of the events in connection with the acquisition of the Great Nine Partners Patent in 1697
and the record of the proceedings at the meetings of the Nine Partners-November 6th, 1730 - December 31st, 1748.
Loaned by Harry Harkness Flagler,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 8A—Copy of Dover Turnpike from a point east of Washington Hollow to
the foot of Plymouth Hill—made 1804—by John Beadle under the road
commissioners, Robert Johnston, Samuel Augustus Barker and Ebenezer
Cary.
(Note the position of Nine Partners School and William Thorn's
store at Mechanic).
Loaned by Town of Washington.
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No. 9—Documentary History of New York—Vol. 1, 1849—Page 7/2—Report of
Caleb Heathcote to the Board of Trade, August 3, 1708.
Loaned by Harry Harkness Flagler,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 10—Extracts from minutes of Quarterly Meeting held at the Oblong by
adjournments from the 1st of the 5th month to the 3rd of the same inclusive, 1779.
Loaned by Mrs.. A. Franklin Swift,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 11—History of Dutchess County-1683-1882—by James H. Smith. Nine
Partners Meeting House and School-1820. Wood cut, opp. p. 327.
Loaned by Harry Harkness Flagler.
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 12—Sermon preached at the Quaker Meeting House at Nine Partners,
Dutchess County, on Sunday, the second of April, 1848, by Edward Hull.
Loaned by Mrs. Eugene Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 13—Portrait of Elias Hicks, published 1830.
Loaned by Charles C. Marshall,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 14—The Quaker, September, 1828. Sermon delivered by Thomas Wetherald at the Hester Street Meeting, New York, Sunday afternoon, May
25th, 1828, being the time of the Yearly Meeting, with an, addition by
Elias Hicks.
Loaned by the Misses Lida and Anna Haight,
Millbrook, N. Y.
BOOKS READ BY QUAKERS:
EXHIBIT:
No. 15—A Catechism and Confession of Faith, approved and agreed to by the
General Assembly of the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apostles, Christ Himself Chief Speaker in and among them.
Loaned by Mrs. Wm. R. Anderson,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 16—"Imitation of Christ." Printed at Stanford, Dutchess County, N. Y.,
1803, and owned by Asahel Lyon, who came from Redding, Conn., where
he resided until 1813, when he came to Washington.
Loaned by Charles C. Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 17—"No Cross, No Crown"—A Discourse by William Penn, written in 1668
during his confinement in the Tower of London, when only twenty-four
years old, for conscience sake. Published Philadelphia 1853.
Loaned by the Misses Lida and Anna Haight,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 18—Journal of the Life Travels, Gospel Labours and Christian Experiences
of that faithful servant and minister of Christ, Job Scott, 1831.
Loaned by the Misses Lida and Anna Haight,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 19—Foot warmer used by Molly Mabbett in the Nine Partners Meeting
House.
Loaned by Mrs. Carrie Sutton Hadden,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 20-1 Foot warmer used in meeting by Eliza Bryan Sisson.
Loaned by the Misses Lida and Anna Haight,
Millbrook, N. Y.
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No. 20A-1 Foot warmer used in meeting by members of the Sherman Haight
family.
Loaned by the Misses Lida and Anna Haight,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 21—"Memoirs of Joseph Tallcott", published Auburn, 1855.
Joseph Tallcott—b. 1768 d. 1853—founder of Nine Partners Boarding School, was a native of New Milford, Connecticut. He lived in the
Town of Washington, Dutchess County 1791-1807.
Loaned by The Library of Vassar College.
No. 22—Rewards of Merit presented to Jacob Willetts.
Loaned by Millbrook Library.
No. 23—History of Little Nine Partners of North East Precinct and Pine Plains,
New York, by Isaac Huntting.
Page /62—Record of Jacob Willetts and Deborah Rogers as teachers
in the Pine Plains boarding school, opened 1812 by Charles Hoag.
Loaned by Gilbert E. Hicks,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 24—Nine Partners School Account Book, showing receipts for salary as
teacher signed by Jacob Willetts and Deborah Rogers, February 13, 1807
and May 14, 1807.
Loaned by Mrs. John M. Wing,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 25—Catalogue of Jacob Willetts Boarding School, 1847.
Loaned by Millbrook Library.
No. 26—Circular of Jacob Willetts Boarding School for Girls—August 22, 1850.
Loaned by Mrs. Charles L. McCord,
New Rochelle, N. Y.
No. 27—Photographs of Jacob and Deborah Willetts.
Loaned by Mrs. Charles L. McCord,
New Rochelle, N. Y.
No. 28—The Scholars Arithmetic by Jacob Willetts. Second Edition-1817.
Loaned by Millbrook Library.
No. 29—The Scholars Arithmetic by Jacob Willetts. Fourth Edition.
Loaned by Mrs. Charles L. McCord,
New Rochelle, N. Y.
No. 30—An Easy Grammar of Geography for the use of schools, by Jacob
Willetts. Fourth Edition, 1817.
Loaned by Charles C. Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 31—The Traders Ready Reckoner, by Stephen Cornell, with a printed
Recommendation from Jacob Willetts-1819.
Loaned by Roderick McLaughlin,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 32—Willetts Mental and Practical Arithmetic-1849—Revised and the Principles Explained by Augustus R. McCord.
Loaned by Millbrook Library.
No. 33—Willetts New and Improved School Geography, by Jacob Willetts-1838.
Loaned by Millbrook Library.
No. 34—Almanac-1819—with advertisement of Jacob Willetts Geography and
Arithmetic, for sale by George Long, 71 Pearl Street, New York.
Loaned by Harry Harkness Flagler,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 35—Farmers Almanac-1834—with advertisement of Jacob Willets school
book, sold by P. Potter & Co., Booksellers, Main Street, Poughkeepsie.
Loaned by Harry Harkness Flagler,
Millbrook, N. Y.
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No. 36—The Ready Reckoner or Trader's Sure Guide—London 1785—Used in
Nine Partners School.
Loaned by Mrs. Wm. R. Anderson,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 37—Enticks New Spelling Dictionary—London 1798. Used in Nine Partners
School.
Loaned by Harry Harkness Flagler,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 38—The Youth's Companion or an Historical Dictionary, by Edgar Samson.
Third Edition-1816. Used in Nine Partners School.
Loaned by the Misses Lida and Anna Haight,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 39—English Grammar, by John Comly-1812. Used by Daniel H. Lyon
in school.
Loaned by Charles C. Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 40—Easy Standard of Pronunciation. Used by Daniel H. Lyon in school.
Loaned by Charles C. Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 41—Poetical Geography, by George Van Waters 1849. Studied by Caroline
Quinby (Haight).
Loaned by Mrs. Charles L. McCord,
New Rochelle, N. Y.
Used
No. 42—Smiths Second Book of Geography. Published New York 1852.
by Sherman N. Haight at Nine Partners School.
Loaned by the Misses Lida and Anna Haight,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 43—Copy Book of Sarah Jane Haight.
Loaned by Mrs. Charles L. McCord,
New Rochelle, N. Y.
No. 44—Drawing Book of Sarah Jane Haight.
Loaned by Mrs. Charles L. McCord,
New Rochelle, N. Y.
No. 45—Memory Cards given to Sarah Jane Haight.
Loaned by Mrs. Charles L. McCord,
New Rochelle, N. Y.
No. 46—Cobbs Juvenile Reader No. 2-1836—given by Sally Hathaway to Henrietta B. Clement.
Loaned by Miss Henrietta B. Clement,
Flushing, N. Y.
No. 47—Bead Purse representing the old Four Corners, made by Sally Hathaway, housekeeper for Jeremiah Wintringham.
Loaned by Miss Henrietta B. Clement,
Flushing, N. Y.
No. 48—Autograph Book of Phebe Martin, Nine Partners School-1826—containing autograph of Lydia Wing, who married in 1828 Jarvis Congdon,
head of Nine Partners School 1842-1851.
Loaned by Miss Jane R. Haviland,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
No. 49—Phebe Martin's Book, with names of the girls at Nine Partners School
—1826.
Loaned by Miss Jane R. Haviland,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
No. 50—Bell used in class room of Nine Partners School, bought by Abraham
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Birdsall at Jarvis Congdon auction.
No.

No.

No.
No.
No.

No.
No.

No.

No.
No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

Loaned by Mrs. Albert A. Swift,
Millbrook, N. Y.
51-3 Silver Spoons made by William Terry.
Loaned by Carl Hazzard,
North Clove, N. Y.. . .
52—Terry Spoon owned by Hannah Lawton, grandmother of Eugene
Mitchell.
Loaned by Mrs. Eugene Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
53—Seals used at this period on legal documents.
Loaned by C. Allerton Morey,
Millbrook, N. Y.
54—Pair of early 19th Century Lorgnettes.
Loaned by C. Allerton Morey,
Millbrook, N. Y.
55-2 brown linen towels woven in her 73rd year by Miss Sally Haight
(B. 1807-d. 1891) daughter of Nicholas Haight and great-great-granddaughter of the pioneer of the Haight family in this section who, coming
from Long Island, purchased land of the Nine Partners.
Loaned by the Misses Lida and Anna Haight.
Millbrook, N. Y.
56—Silhouette of Phebe Mabbett—b. 1789-d. 1870.
Loaned by Mrs. Carrie Sutton Hadden,
South Millbrook, N. Y.
57—Label of William Terry, Nine Partners Clock Maker.
Loaned by Miss Katherine Wodell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
58—Day Book of Joseph C. Mabbett-1773—Mabbett's store was the structure which in 1795 was altered into the Nine Partners School.
Loaned by Charles C. Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
59—Nine Partners School Account Book-1795-1801.
Loaned by Mrs. John M. Wing,
Millbrook, N. Y.
60—Pencil Sketch of Nine Partners School.
Loaned by Miss Katherine Wodell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
61—Water color sketch of Nine Partners School made about 1812-1814 by
Elizabeth Jordan (born 1800) while a pupil in the school. By tradition,
there was a pump under the small red structure at the left, where the
boys of the school bathed in summer and winter.
Loaned by Miss Jane R. Haviland,
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
62—Photograph of a crayon of Nine Partners School.
Loaned by Mrs. Charles L. McCord,
New Rochelle, N. Y.
63—Arrow marks room of Lydia Deuel, student at Nine Partners Boarding
School- 1847-1849.
Loaned by Mrs. E. J. Quinlan,
Verbank, N. Y.
64—Photograph taken 1884 of "Maple Shade," residence of Mr. John D.
Wing—being one-half of the Nine Partners Boarding School altered into
a dwelling house.
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No.

No.

No.
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Loaned by Mrs. Austin Flint,
Millbrook, N. Y.
65—Sampler made by Eliza Bryan Sisson in 1819, when nine years of age.
Loaned by Miss Lida Haight,
Millbrook, N. Y.
66—Sampler—Hannah Lyon, grandmother of Eugene Mitchell.
Loaned by Mrs. Eugene Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
66A—Letter sent to Peter Lyon, great-grandfather of Eugene Mitchell.
Loaned by Mrs. Eugene Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
67—Clock made by William Terry and inscribed on the dial "William
Terry Nine Partners No. 4 1793".
Loaned by Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Stanton,
Millbrook, N. Y.
68—Sampler worked by Hannah Lawton, Birthright Quaker, born November 7, 1792, a student at Nine Partners School.
Loaned by Mrs. Wm. R. Anderson,
Millbrook, N. Y.
69—Sampler made by Hannah Losee. Nine Partners Boarding School 180g.
Loaned by her great-granddaughter,
Mrs. Ada Grace Uhl Coe,
The Clove.
70—Sampler made by Sarah Ann Sherman Haight.
Loaned by Miss Anna Haight,
Millbrook, N. Y.
71—Sampler made by Jane Cornell-1819.
Loaned by Mrs. Austin Flint,
Mil'brook, N. Y.
72—Portrait of Jane Cornell.
Loaned by Mrs. Austin Flint,
Millbrook, N. Y.
73—Bonnets worn by Mary Barrow.
Loaned by Mrs. Austin Flint,
Millbrook, N. Y.
74—Lafayette spread made by Eliza Bryan Sisson in 1830.
Loaned by Miss Lida Haight,
Millbrook, N. Y.
75—Deed dated May 30, 1795, from Abraham Merritt and Sarah, his wife,
to John Myrick for 198 acres of land in lot No. 25 in the general division
of the Great Nine Partners.
Loaned by John D. Fitch,
Millbrook, N. Y.
76—Deed dated February 17, 1796 from Beriah Sisson and Mercy, his wife,
to John Fitch for 20 acres of land in the lot No. 25 in the general division
of the Great Nine Partners.
Loaned by John D. Fitch,
Millbrook, N. Y.
77—Deeds for 2 parcels of land, 44 acres in all, on north and south side of
the Turnpike, respectively, the former adjoining the Friends Burial
Ground and lands in possession of Orthodox Friends.
Loaned by Miss Caroline E. Haviland,
Millbrook, N. Y.
78—Deed, 1817, from Albert Seaman of Washington Town, Dutchess County, to Joshua Carrihart of Clinton Town of the same County for 150
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acres of land in Lot 4 Great Nine Partners Division.
Loaned by Mrs. David M. Jackson,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 79—Coat and hat worn by Peter Lyon of Nine Partners.
Loaned by Mrs. Eugene Mitchell,
Millbrook, N. Y.
No. 80—Dress and bonnet worn by Mary Lyon, wife of Peter Lyon.
Loaned by Mrs. Eugene Mitchell,
Mil!brook, N. Y.

A MEMORIAL TO JACOBUS STOUTENBURGH
In St. James's church, Hyde Park, Dutchess County, on Sunday,
September 22, 1935, the Senior Warden of the parish, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, President of the United States, unveiled a tablet to the memory of Jacobus Stoutenburgh, sometime of Dutchess County. The tablet
was provided for by a bequest in the will of the late Walter Graeme
Eliot of New York, whose widow, Maud Stoutenburgh Eliot, is a
descendant of Jacobus Stoutenburgh, and it was presented to the church
and accepted by parochial authorities in connection with the annual
gathering of the Stoutenburgh Family Association. A large number of
the members of that organization, who all trace their family lines to
Jacobus Stoutenburgh, were present at St. James's. Following the
ceremony of unveiling, the Rector of the parish, the Reverend Frank R.
Wilson, conducted a shortened form of Morning Prayer, during which
service Mr. Henry T. Hackett, a member of the vestry of St. James's
delivered an historical address.
The inscription on the tablet reads:
In Memory of Jacobus Stoutenburgh, born 1696, died
1772, who in 1742 became the first white resident of record on
the Flatts south of Crum Elbow Creek, where subsequently
the village of Hyde Park was built, and who owned many
acres of land in Dutchess County under the patent of the Great
Nine Partners. He married May 25, 1717, Margaret Teller
of Teller's Point, Westchester County, born 1696, died 1789.
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ADDRESS
DELIVERED BY HENRY T. HACKETT
IN ST. JAMES'S CHURCH, HYDE PARK, SEPTEMBER 22, 1935
ON THE OCCASION OF THE UNVEILING OF A TABLET
TO THE MEMORY OF JACOBUS STOUTENBURGH
Jacobus Stoutenburgh was the first white settler of record on the
site now occupied by the Village of Hyde Park.
He had been a merchant and trader in Westchester County and
settled in 1742 (Gregorian Calendar) on the flatts south of Crum
Elbow Creek in the ninth water lot, which was in Crum Elbow Precinct. Previously he had acquired title to the ninth water lot and to
other land in the Great Nine Partners Patent which had been allotted
by the partition 9f 1734 to the right of Jarvis Marshall, one of the
original patentees.
That part of the Great Nine Partners Patent which fronts on the
Hudson River, between the mouth of the Crum Elbow on the north
and the north line of the Poughkeepsie Patent on the south, was divided
into nine lots, known as water-lots, which varied from thirty to thirtytwo chains in width and extended easterly from the river 41/ 2 miles.
The ninth water lot extended from Crum Elbow Creek on the
north, southerly along the present Post Road to a point below the present Lower Corners at the north line of the property once owned by
Daniel S. Miller, and it included the land formerly owned by Albert
T. Jones and the so-called Hoffman or Fuller place. Part of the latter
is now being used for a ball field.
By deeds dated 1791 and 1799 Jacobus Stoutenburgh's grandsons,
James I. and John L. Stoutenburgh, acquired title to the western part
of water lot 8, south of 9, which extended along the present Post Road
to include both of the stone houses on the east side opposite the present
Rogers estate. By these purchases, the Stoutenburgh family became
possessed of a tract of land, fronting on the Hudson River, that extended
south from Crum Elbow Creek for more than a mile.
Jacobus Stoutenburgh built two stone houses. The first house
stood on the west side of the Post Road, just north of the present Lower
Corners, and he later conveyed it (with other lands to the south in the
ninth water lot) to his son, Jacobus Stoutenburgh, Jr. That house was
finally destroyed by fire about 1864. The second house was on top of
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the river hill, south of the house that more recently was occupied by Edward H. Wales. It was conveyed by Jacobus Stoutenburgh to his son,
Luke Stoutenburgh, by deed dated March 14, 1768, together with most
of the land which he then owned in the ninth water lot. In Oct. 1777
the British Fleet fired on this house as they sailed down the river after
the burning of Kingston. It is said that several cannon balls passed
through the structure and that some were embedded in the dooryard.
One or more of the balls are still in the possession of the Stoutenburgh
family. About 1870 this house was torn down, in order to straighten
the road from the village to the river. Part of its south foundation wall
still remains within the fence on the south side of the road.
Jacobus Stoutenburgh conveyed to his son, Tobias Stoutenburgh,
about 50 acres of land, fronting on the river south of Crum Elbow
Creek, the tract becoming known in later years as the Upper Landing
property. His grandson-in-law, Richard DeCantillon, conducted for a
number of years a large business in freighting and shipping to and from
the West Indies and elsewhere. On Dec. 6, 1793 Richard DeCantillon
obtained from the State of New York a grant of 5 acres of land under
the water of the Hudson River for dock purposes. Some of the old dock
still remains in front of the present railroad station.
To his son, William, Jacobus Stoutenburgh conveyed a tract of
land near the present East Park where he built a stone house, that still
remains.
Jacobus Stoutenburgh served as road commissioner of Crum Elbow
Precinct during the years 1747, 1748, 1750 and 1752.
He was assistant Justice of the Court of Common Pleas in the year
1744 and one of the three Judges of the same court in the years 1747,
1748 and 1749 and was a Justice of the Peace in the Court of General
Sessions of the Peace in the years 1747, 1748 and 1749. These courts
were composed of laymen not of lawyers but the justices bore the title
of judge.
Dying in 1772 Jacobus Stoutenburgh left a large family, some of
whom occupied prominent positions in the civil and military life of the
community.
In the original list of subscribers to the building fund of this church
there appears the names of Jacobus Stoutenburgh's son, Tobias Stoutenburgh, his grandsons, Tobias L. and Isaac Stoutenburgh and his grandson-in-law, Richard DeCantillon.
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One of his descendants, John A. Stoutenburgh, the father of Maud
Stoutenburgh Eliot, was a large land owner at Hyde Park and a prominent lawyer, associated with Judge Peckham in the practice of law, in
New York City until the time of his death in 1887.
This tablet in memory of Jacobus Stoutenburgh has been made
possible through the generosity of Lt. Col. Eliot, the husband of Maud
Stoutenburgh Eliot, and the son-in-law of the late John A. Stoutenburgh.

AS TO THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE OF THE PEOPLE OF
DUTCHESS COUNTY IN THE 1790's
Through the courtesy of the Reverend Dr. William Locke, who
for some years was a resident of Poughkeepsie but who now is pastor of
the Presbyterian Church at Yorktown, Westchester County, the editor
of the Year Book was recently privileged to examine a small, leatherbound book of the 1790's which has survived in private ownership in
-Westchester.
The title-page of the book is inscribed: Records of the Philographical Society, Instituted Septr 25th, 1793, and, on page three, it is stated
that the society was organized at Poughkeepsie for the purpose of: "a
critical investigation of the Scriptures."
The five men who met at Poughkeepsie were: Amzi Lewis, Silas
Constant, John Townley, Daniel Marsh and Jeremiah Crosby, none of
whom were residents of the place of meeting; most if not all of them
were from the area now Putnam County, then a part of Dutchess.
The Reverend Silas Constant, pastor of the Church at Crompond
or Yorktown, was the leading spirit in the group. Mr. Constant's personal journal wa.s published* some years ago and, taking together the
journal and the little volume that tells of the Philographical Society, he
stands revealed as a man of initiative and energy.
The Philographical Society grew in numbers (partly clerical, partly
lay) and its meetings were held at the houses of the members, the ma*Journal of the Reverend Silas Constant; Emily Warren Roebling; Lippincott, 1903.
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jority of whom lived in the present Putnam County, with a small minority within the limits of the Dutchess of today. The aspect of this
society which is now, however, the most significant is that of the revelation of the state of thought among the people of this region in the 1790's
which is made by the questions which the society selected for debate at
its meetings. Just to show readers of this age what the local community
was discussing animatedly one-hundred and forty years ago the following subjects have been chosen at random as indicative of all :—
Whether vegetables were created in maturity or in their seed.
Were the stars created in the six days of creation?
Did Christ's finite nature exist previous to His being born of
the Virgin Mary?
Does God's Making Man in His own image imply that Man
was originally holy?
Whether mankind was originally made to till the ground.
Whether there was any rain before the flood.
What is meant by Adam keeping the garden?
Surely the sober citizens of Dutchess of the 1790's dreamed nothing
of the science, the theory or the textual criticism of the 1930's.

JOHN

A.

BOLDING, FUGITIVE SLAVE

John A. Bolding was born about 1824 in South Carolina, a slave.
He was a mulatto, almost white in color. About 1846 he escaped from
his owner and in some way, now unknown, came north and settled at
Poughkeepsie. He obtained work as a tailer in a shop on Main street
near what was then the Eastern House (later the Morgan House and
still later the Windsor Hotel) and early in 1851 married; his wife, a
resident of Poughkeepsie, being also a mulatto.
Some six months after John Bolding was married a southern woman, staying in Poughkeepsie, reported his presence there to his owner,
Robert C. Anderson of Columbia, South Carolina, and Mr. Anderson
instituted in New York City proceedings to recover him. As Bolding
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was at work in the tailer's shop on August 25th, 1851, a United States
Marshal, Henry F. Tallmadge, arrived at the door in a closed carriage,
seized Bolding forcibly, placed him in the carriage, drove to the railroad
and took his prisoner to New York. There, in the next few days, the
case was tried before United States Commissioner Nelson and by his
decision Bolding was returned to Mr. Anderson. Two columns regarding the trial appeared in the New York Commercial Advertiser, which
were reprinted in The Eagle of Poughkeepsie on September 6th, 1851.
Meanwhile the forcible seizure of the fugitive slave at Poughkeepsie by the United States Marshal, Mr. Tallmadge, had excited that
northern village community to white heat and at once a popular subscription was opened for the purpose of buying the slave and giving him
his freedom. It was stated in The Eagle on Septemher 6th, 1851, that
the owner asked $1,500.00 for the slave and $500.00 for expenses and
that if $1,000.00 were raised in Poughkeepsie the second thousand must
come from New York City.
No record is at hand of what was done in New York but fortunately there is information as to the action taken locally. A fund was
started at Poughkeepsie, the treasurer of which was John Grubb,* a
much respected citizen, and the notebook in which he recorded the contributions to the fund is now in the possession of his grandson, John B.
Grubb of Poughkeepsie. Through the courtesy of the latter, there is
appended below a list of the names of those who are recorded in the
notebook as having given to the fund for the purchase of the slave. The
contributions ranged from fractions of a dollar, through one, two and
three dollars up to seventy-four entries of $5.00 each, twenty-two of
$10.00 each, ten of $20.00 each and one of $50.00, sums which show
how general an appeal the cause made to the public. Ninety dollars is
*John Grubb was a Scotchman, born at Edinburgh in 1819, who came to
Poughkeepsie in 1837. To many useful years spent fi rst in his bookstore and
later on the staff of the Fallkill National Bank he added services as secretary
of the Poughkeepsie Lyceum. When he died the Poughkeepsie Daily Eagle of
March 17, 1890, said: "The great success of (the Lyceum), almost unequalled
among the literary associations of the country, was largely due to Mr. Grubb's
discrimination and activity in securing the services of the best lecturers for its
platform. Thq number of orators, authors, scientists, statesmen, poets, travellers and specialists in every department who were presented to our people
through his agency was very large. At one time or another he was brought
into correspondence with nearly every distinguished man in this country and
his qualifications caused him to be as highly respected and esteemed by them
as he was at home."
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credited as having been collected in Albany by "Mr. Waldo" and $37.00
was received from seven residents of Kingston.
Further, the notebook contains the statement that on September
9th, 1851, a draft for $1,109.00 was sent by Mr. Grubb to Mr. Tallmadge, United States Marshal, that sum being the amount raised locally in behalf of John Bolding. But that more money was raised elsewhere or that the owner reduced the price for the slave is evident, inasmuch as the purchase of the slave was effected. John Bolding returned
to Poughkeepsie and spent the remainder of his life there in self-supporting industry, a free man.
The directories for Poughkeepsie mention John A. Bolding from
1860 onward as a tailer.
Apparently he worked on Main street
(he was employed for a long time by Hayt and Lindley, a well knownfirm of custom tailers) and lived on Pine street. Between 1860 and
1868 his home was at number 14 Pine street, at which time the house
numbers on Pine street ran from Market street west to the river. In
1868 or 1869 the numbering was changed to begin at the river and run
east and from1868 to 1876 John A. Bolding was set down in the directories as living at number 129 Pine street. Today, number 129 Pine
street is a house bearing indications, architecturally, that it was built in
the early nineteenth century, certainly long before the 1860's, and so it
is fair to infer that the small structure, now standing,—built on two
levels and with a roof that slopes low in the rear,—is the one that
sheltered the last years of the fugitive slave who was given his freedom.
John A. Bolding died on April 30th, 1876, in his fifty-second year, and
was buried in the Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery.
CONTRIBUTORS To THE FUND RAISED FOR BUYING
THE FUGITIVE SLAVE
James H. Allen, Joseph E. Allen, C. H. Andrus, E. Andrus, S.
Armstrong.
Andrus, Charles Anthes,
Henry Baker,
(Baker?), Joseph Barnard, Joseph Bartlett,
Robert Bell, Wm. Berry, S. G. (Beuley ?), Jacob Bockee, Jas. W. Bogardus, James Bowne, Boyd & Wiltsie, B. Briggs, Andrew J. Broas,
Isaac Broas, J. T. Brooks, Isaac Butler, E. A. Buttolph, P. S. B.
Chas. Cable, F. Cable, John M. Cable, George Carson,
Cheever, Wm. Coffin, J. D. Colburn, John W. Corliss, Squire Corliss,
Chas. Cornwell, M. Cramer, Peter S. Cramer.
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(Moses Dame?), Mr. Darrow, Genl. Davies, John Davis,
Davis, Aaron Dean, Dobbs & Brittain, Dodge & Campbell, Jas. H
Dudley.
E. Q. Eldridge, James Emott, F. Evarts.
Fitchett, Judge Forsyth of KingGeorge W. Farrington,
ston, D. C. Foster, Robt. Foster.
Geo. Gausman, John (G)emmill, N. Gifford, Mr. (Gladkey?),
A. Gould, Geo. Graham.
J. (B.?) Hale, George Hannah, Mr. Hart, A. B. Harvey, J. C.
Harvey, Dr. Hasbriuck, J. H. Hasbrouck of Kingston, Nat Hill, L.
Hine, H. Holliday, Jas. Holligan, 0. Holmes, Jas. Hooker, the Rev.
Mr. Hoose of Kingston, Elias G. Hopkins, Lemuel Hopkins, (S. O.?)
Hoyt, J. Hunt, Liberty Hyde, A. J. H.
George Innis.
Richd. Kenworthy, Mr. Keynton, E. B. Killey, Thos. Klegg.
D. B. Lent, G. H. Linsley, Wm. Livingston, B. J. Lossing, Chas.
P. Luckey, J. Luckey.
McKenney, D. C. Marshall, George C.
A. McArthur,
of
Kingston,
S. H. Maxon, James Maxwell,
Wm.
Maston
Marshall,
H.
W. Morris, John Mullem, Mr.
(Mr.?)
Morey,
John Montgomery,
Murfitt, H. D. Myers.
Jno. P. Nelson, Mr. Nelson.
E. K. Olmstead, John H. Otis.
Eliza Palmer, J. Palmer, J. B. Palmer, John G. Parker, Thos. R.
Payne, Wm. Peabody, Geo. T. Pearce, A. Pease, E. R. Pease, Geo.
Pelton, E. Pitts, Daniel W. Platt, Isaac Platt.
Jno. Ransom, Daniel Reed, G. G. Reynolds, W. W. & J. Reynolds, J. K. Rice, J. A. Robertson, J. J. Roe, Mr. Rosenbaum, John
Rutzer.
P. W. L. Sage, Wm. Schram, D. N. Seaman, Chas. W. Shaffer of
Kingston, H. R. Sherman, J. C. Skinner, George Slee, Robert Slee, Mr.
Smith, Dr. Smith, Genl. Smith of Kingston, Revd. Mr. Smuller of
Kingston, R. C. Southwick, W. C. & G. H. Sterling, M. C. Story.
Jno. P. H. Tallman, (Gil?) Thielman, E. Tillou, N. C. Trowbridge, S. B. Trowbridge.
A. Van Kleeck, Geo. M. Van Kleeck, H. D. Varick, M. Vassar,
John Vermong.
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Mr. Waldo, C. B. Warring, Wm. B. West, Wm. H. Wheeler.
(G. M. Wilkes?), George Wilkinson, Wm. Wilkinson, Mr. Williams,
Capt. Wiltsie, John Wines, W. H. Worrall, Joseph Wright.

DANBY, VERMONT
settled by
MEN FROM NINE PARTNERS, DUTCHESS COUNTY*
An over-night stop in the little village of Danby, Vermont, a casual
remark about Dutchess County, an inquiry about Nine Partners (where
it was and why its name), opened up to me the Town Records of Danby
and the story of the Dutchess Pioneers.
In 1760 Jonathan Willard and sixty-seven others, whose names are
listed at the close of this article, petitioned Governor Benning Wentworth of New Hampshire for a charter for two townships, each of six
miles square. September twenty-fourth of that same year they held a
meeting at the house of Nathan Shepherd in Nine Partners. The call
was signed by Samuel Rose and Matthew Ford, two of the petitioners.
At that meeting Jonathan Ormsby was appointed clerk. The initial
steps had already been taken by Capt. William Lamson of Albany and
Samuel Rose was authorized to proceed with the business. He was to
have twelve shillings a day for his services and find himself. A receipt
dated Nine Partners, September 24, 1760, acknowledges the payment of
3 pounds and 2 shillings toward his expenses.
Another meeting was held at Nine Partners in October with Lawrence Willsee as moderator. Jonathan Willard was appointed to see
the Governor at Portsmouth in regard to the charter, which, covering
two townships (Danby and Mt. Tabor), was granted August 27, 1761.
The charter was the same as used for all the grants. It begins: Province
of New Hampshire, George the Third, by the Grace of God, King, De*This article, contributed by Mrs. Theodore de Laporte of Rhinebeck,
Dutchess County, provides a record of one of the group movements by which
land was taken up and settled in the 18th century; and of the contact with the
wilderness experienced by the settlers.
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fender of the Faith, etc., Greetings. Know ye—for the encouragement
of settling new plantations—we have given to those whose names are
entered on the grant to be divided among them in 68 equal parts; the
tract covering 23,940 acres, to contain 6 miles square and no more, out
of which an allowance shall be made for roads and unimprovable lands,
rocks, mountains, etc., 1040 acres free.
When fifty families had settled in the township they were to be
permitted to have two fairs a year on such days as they selected, one
being an annual fair. They were also allowed to hold a market one or
two days a week, as may be thought advantageous to the inhabitants."
There were certain restrictions. Each grantee, before five years had
passed, must cultivate five acres for every fifty. White pine and all pine
"fit for masting our Royal Navy" must be saved. Before any division
of the land was made they must reserve a tract of land, as near as
possible to the center of the tract, laid out in 68 lots of one acre each.
Each grantee was to pay annually one ear of Indian Corn on December
25th and one shilling of Proclamation money for each 100 acres. In the
book of Charters, Province of N. H., appears a list of the names of the
original grantees, dated August 17, 1761. Governor Wentworth reserved (as written on the back of the Charter) 500 acres; one share for
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts; one share for the Glebe for
the Church of England; one share for the first settled minister, and one
share for a school.
The provisions of the charter were nullified by the war. The
grantees retained their rights but many never settled there.
As the Charter directed, the first meeting was held September 22d,
1761, "at the Great Nine Partners, Crum Elbow Precinct." Jonathan
Willard was Moderator, Jonathan Ormsby, Clerk; Samuel Shepherd,
Constable and Aaron Bush, Treasurer. Meetings followed at the house
of Roswell Hopkins, Esq. ; at Jonathan Reynolds', Innholder, Nine
Partners; at the Inn of Lewis Delaverne; and at other houses in the Nine
Partners. In 1763 they met at Captain Michael Hopkins' in Armenia.
At this time they drew from the hat the numbers of their alottments,
Abram Finch and Daniel Shepherd "doing the drawing." The last
meeting in the Armenia Precinct was with Joseph Mabbitt. The first
recorded deed was from John Howard to Benjamin Corey, both of
Armenia Precinct.
The first settler in Danby was Joseph Soper. He was the first to
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make a clearing. He built the first log house. He traced his way to
his new °land by marked trees. He came with two horses, bringing his
family and effects on their backs. His two brothers settled at the same
time in Dorset. His death was tragic. He was caught in a driving
storm and was frozen to death. They made a search, found his team,
and he himself leaning against a tree. In a hollow log where he fell
they buried him.
Timothy Bull came to Danby in 1767 with his son, Crispin, who
was the third settler in the town. Timothy was the first Quaker there.
Another interesting character was Abraham Chase. His wife was Lydia
Allen. He was a man of ability and of superior education for his time
and held many important offices in the town. He was also the "beech
sealer", a sort of a town-spanker. Minor offenses were expiated at the
whipping post, with a beech rod. The feeling against the Yorkers was
very strong at this time, as they were holding their claims under the
New Hampshire grants. A case of this kind occurred in 1774. A surveyor had been sent out under the authority of New York and, while
drinking flip at the tavern of Mr. Chase, was arrested. The committee
of safety was soon assembled. In spite of his declaration that he was
sent there under orders from New York, he was declared guilty, tied to
the whipping post and received 100 lashes and ordered to go back to
New York. The whipper wore a false face and was supposed to be
Remember Baker. Later, Mr. Chase moved to Plattsburgh.
Abel Haskins Sr., was another prominent settler. He was but
twenty-five when he took up his claim in 1772. He met every hardship
that could befall the pioneer yet in a few years he was able to raise
enough grain to live upon. His wife was a woman of uncommon energy.
She brought an apple tree in her lap at the time of settling at Danby,
which was set out and stood for years by the old homestead, being known
as the "Nine Partners" apple tree.
Henry Herrick, Sr., soon joined the Nine Partners colony. He
was a soldier of the Revolution. He had sold his property, of which he
had large holdings, and received pay in Continental money. This soon
became worthless and he was left destitute. He brought his family and
goods to Danby in an ox-cart. With indomitable courage he won his
way back to prosperity.
One part of the town of Danby was known as Dutch Hill, where
Henry Signor, the Dutchman, had made his home and given the name.
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Soon eighteen families were settled there, among them Henry Lewis of
Nine Partners. He was a butcher and weaver by trade. The•story is
told of him that he "moved a family and butchered an ox and spooled,
warped and wove thirty-three yards of cloth in one day." The Lobdells
also were men of mark; Darius a man of intelligence and a leader in the
community and his son, Jared, afterward a Methodist minister. William Hitt, born in Dutchess County in 1782, came to Danby in 1801.
Of him it is said: "He was a sympathetic friend to the unfortunate and
a munificent patron of any judicious scheme of benevolent effort." Jesse
Irish, who came from Nine Partners in 1768, was the father of seven
sons, some of whom, like himself, were reputed to be Tories. In July,
1777, he himself went to General Burgoyne's camp at Whithall and
procured protection papers. On reaching the camp he presented himself
to Burgoyne, saying: "Here is thy servant Jesse and his seven sons."
Promising to remain quietly at home or to serve with the British, he was
given protection papers.
One of the tragic stories of these first settlers was that of James
McDaniels, who was iorn in Dover, June 27, 1780. His father,
Thomas McDaniels, emigrated to this country just before the Revolution and came to Danby, where he married Ruth Bull and soon after
moved to Dover. He was a school-teacher and was seized there by the
British and taken to Halifax. They never heard from him again. His
wife was left destitute and the family was cared for by their relatives.
When James was nine years old his mother and he walked from Dover
to Danby and then made their home there with her father. James was
not idle. He worked on a farm at ten cents a day. He saved it. On
"General Training" days he peddled ginger-bread that his mother had
made. He cleared land and built stone walls. When seventeen he became clerk in the store of Henry Frost and received $100.00 a year.
He was a born trader and inaugurated a system of individual debit and
credit in the store finances, in place of the haphazard methods then in
use. He lived frugally, believing that spending more than you earn
never brought success. He was known as the "checkered merchant"
because he always wore a suit of cheap checkered cloth. In all his business transactions he was considered a man of the strictest integrity. We
might add to this list, Joanthan Mabbitt, Gilbert Palmer, the gentle
Quaker; and Nathan Weller, William Roberts and the Bromleys, all
men of courage and men of faith.
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THE PETITIONERS
Jonathan Willard
Benjamin Palmer
James Baker
Matthew Ford
Joseph Soper
Lucius Palmer
John Downing
Joseph Marks
Moses Kellogg
Aaron Buck
Asa Alger
Joseph Brown Jr.
Thomas Brown
Noah Gillett
Samuel Hunt
Noah Pettibone
Samuel Shepherd
John Weller
Daniel Ford
John Nelson

Joseph Brown
Samuel Rose
William T. Barton Jr. John Partilow
Hugh Paul Wentworth
Lawrence Wilsee
Jonathan Weller
Joseph Alger
Ephraim Reynolds
Samuel Alger
Jonathan Ormsby
Capt. John Chamberlain
William Willard
Col. Ebenezer Kendall
Daniel Miller
David Willoughby
Isaac Finch
Daniel Dunham
John Sutherland Jr.
Reuben Knapp
Benjamin Hammond
William Barton
Samuel Hunt Jr.
Gideon Ormsby
Eliakim Weller
John Willard
Nehimiah Reynolds
Jeremiah Palmer
William Blunt
William Kennedy
Benjamin Finch
Nathan Weller
Lamson Sheah
Israel Weller
David Weller
Nathan Fellows
Jonathan Palmer
John Edmunds
Benjamin Palmer
Richard Joslin
William Shaw
HELEN REED DE LAPORTE.
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COUNTRY-SEATS ON HUDSON'S RIVER
IN DUTCHESS COUNTY
In Dutchess County land was the basis of the economic and social
life of the people until the middle of the nineteenth century. Out of
the cultivation of the land grew all other forms of occupation by which
living incomes were earned. The land provided support not only for
the owner of it but for the surveyor, the miller, the blacksmith and the
wheelwright; its exportable products called for the sloop-captain and
the owner of the river-landing; and, by means of the sloop and the riverlanding, the proprietor of the general store imported the goods which he
sold to the owner of the land. And so the circle went 'round. Dependent upon the land was the whole economic structure.
Among the farm-owners of Dutchess were men whose calibre ranged from that of individuals who were poor and struggling, through the
mediocre up to those who were able and prosperous and the effect of such
inherent, human differences was inevitably seen in social conditions. For,
as prosperity increased, a substantial social element was created by the
successful owners of land, who were men of good capacity, well educated
and well-to-do. This social element was still further developed by a
particular influence that was brought to bear upon it in the late eighteenth century and which continued to be felt for many years.
The influence that arose before 1800 and which was strong in the
nineteenth century emanated from the country-seats that were created
along the shore of Hudson's river throughout the length of the county.
The country-seats were residential property, developed by men of means
who were not dependent for subsistence upon the proceeds of their land.
Having other resources, the occupants of the river-estates lived with a
degree of leisure and the leisure was enjoyed in the midst of such refinements and luxuries as the times afforded. Thus a standard was set in
the county in matters of sophistication.
In view of these circumstances it is natural to ask: when and why
were the country-seats established and by whom? And, to answer such
queries, a survey has been made, by which a mass of data has been assembled and the facts, gathered by the survey, submitted to analysis. The
analysis reveals that the idea of the country-seat can be detected in
Dutchess in incipient form before the War of the Revolution. In the
second quarter of the eighteenth century Henry Livingston (a grandson
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of the first Lord of the Manor of Livingston in Albany County) established at Poughkeepsie a property which was in part residential and in
part an ordinary farm. About 1750 Charles Crooke (a prosperous resident of the city of New York, who owned real estate in Dutchess)
placed his blind son with a tutor on land in the present town of Hyde
Park, which land is still residential in character in 1935. Dr. John Bard
in the present town of Hyde Park in 1772; Henry Livingston, Jr., in
the town of Poughkeepsie in 1774; and Mrs. Richard Montgomery at
Rhinebeck about 1775-1780 each created a residential property.*
In the 1790's there occurred in the city of New York several disastrous epidemics of yellow fever. People fled from the city and soon
those who could afford to do so began to buy country-homes, in which to
take refuge in times of plague. Coincidently, the newspapers of Dutchess carried advertisements which offered farms for sale and emphasized
that the farms afforded desirable sites for "country-seats" and that the
locality was "healthful." The properties advertised almost all lay along
the river-frontage. So far as now is known, not one of the persons who
took up country seats in Dutchess was prompted to do so by the fear of
yellow fever. But yellow fever undoubtedly induced the advertisements
in the local papers and yellow fever accelerated a general movement out
of New York toward homes in the country for men of means. That
general movement was reflected in Dutchess between 1790 and 1800 by
the creation of fourteen country-seats and, thereafter, the number grew
steadily. The writer has a documented list of eighty places established
between 1742 and 1925 and there were actually a few more (small and
of short existence).
Geographically considered, the eighty places listed were laid out
as follows: fifteen in the town of Red Hook, 1790-1848; thirteen in the
town of Rhinebeck, 1775-1925; twenty-one in the town of Hyde Park,
1750-1871; nineteen in the town of Poughkeepsie, 1742-1863; and
twelve in the town of Fishkill (which then included the present town
of Wappinger), 1804-1859.
More significant than the location of the country-seats is the record
*About 1760 David Johnstone of the City of New York established a country seat in Dutchess which he named: Lithgow. The estate has ever since been
occupied as residential property and in 1935 is the home of Isaac S. Wheaton.
Because this paper is primarily a study of the land along the river frontage of
Dutchess a more particular reference to Lithgow has not been included here.
Lithgow is in the town of Washington in the eastern portion of the county.
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of their state today. It is highly illuminating as to the stability of local
conditions over a continued period of time that, of eighty original homes,
forty-two are now still occupied as such, while thirteen are still residential property although unoccupied. In other words about half retain
their initial character in full.
To account for the other half an analysis of their status in 1935
discloses that twenty are now occupied by institutions; four are used commercially and one is farm-land. Evidently the modern trend away from
large individual holdings of real estate is expressing itself in Dutchess
with only slow deliberation.
If the list of names of those who originally developed the eighty
estates be scanned, it is obvious that for thirty-one of the founders a
connection of one sort or another with the Livingston family could be
traced. The Livingstons loved land. Instinctively they acquired it and
lived in the midst of broad spaces and their influence affected an ever
widening circle of kinsfolk and friends.
As years went on, ownership of the river-estates changed from time
to time and the records of title exhibit the names of men and families
that stand for much in the history of the state of New York. The
impress made on the local community by the owners of the estates is
difficult to evaluate accurately but there was certainly a diffused influence of numerous component parts. Some of the families lived on the
estates for several generations and looked upon their "seat" as their
home and the city of NeW York as a place to which to go in winter for
a short time. On the other hand a large number lived their active lives
in New York and held their county-seats as places of temporary leisure,
—a transient association. In this latter group there was a sprinkling of
professional men but in the main the group represented the great commercial interests of New York. That was the period, the first half of
the nineteenth century, before manufacturing really began in America,
when citizens of the growing city owned ships and warehouses and exported and imported every conceivable form of goods to and from all
parts of the earth. While others conducted banks to serve the great
merchants.
If the relations between the owners of the country-seats and the
county community be reviewed along such lines as those of religion and
education, the professions, politics, etc., pertinent observations can be
made. The estate-owners are to be found on the lists of pew-holders
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and on those of the governing boards of the local churches. As to education: John Bard (owner of Annandale in the town of Red Hook)
was the founder of the college (originally St. Stephen's) that is now
known by his name. While Starr Institute at Rhinebeck; the Morton
Memorial Building at Rhinecliff ; the James Rciosevelt Memorial Library at Hyde Park; the Grinnell Library at Wappingers Falls and the
Howland Library at Beacon were all given by estate-owners.
Although a number of men, prominent elsewhere as lawyers, have
lived on the river-front of Dutchess, few of them have practiced at the
local bar. In medicine there have been some outstanding members of
the profession, some of whom have practiced actively in Dutchess. The
names of Dr. Samuel Bard, Dr. Federal Vanderburgh, Dr. George N.
Miller, Dr. John Kinkead, Dr. William G. Dobson, Dr. A. R. Moffit
all speak of services to the local community.
Few of the owners of estates have been identified with the political
life of Dutchess. But several have been men widely known in public
affairs. It is hardly necessary to mention that Dutchess is known at
large as the place of residence of: Franklin Delano Roosevelt (Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Governor of New York, President of the
United States) ; George Clinton and Levi P. Morton (each Governor of
New York and Vice-President of the United States) ; Morgan Lewis
(Governor of New York) ; John Armstrong (Secretary of War and
Minister to France) ; Edward Livingston (Secretary of State and Minister to France) ; Smith Thompson (Secretary of the Navy and Justice
of the Supreme Court of the United States) ; Ogden L. Mills (Secretary of the Treasury) ; beside whom there were members of the state
legislature, Congress and Justices of the higher courts.
The presence of James Kirke Paulding in the town of Hyde Park
conferred distinction on Dutchess in the realm of literature. In science,
S. F. B. Morse of Locust Grove, Poughkeepsie, had a world-wide reputation. In philanthrophy, the occupants of the river-estates have first
and last dealt generously with local causes.
The memory of one estate-owner is perpetuated by a local placename, that of Channingville on the west side of the Wappingers Creek
opposite the village of Wappingers Falls. The land on which Channingville was laid out was once owned by Walter Channing of Newport,
R. I.; a kinsman of William Ellery Channing, the famous preacher.
Sport made itself felt in Dutchess through the estates. So early as
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the 1790's, Colonel Andrew DeVeaux of DeVeaux Park, town of Red
Hook, kept fine horses and drove them four-in-hand and tandem. John
Cox Stevens of Annandale, town of Red Hook ( founder of the New
York Yacht Club), had yachts, horses and a race-course at Annandale.
John A. Roosevelt of Rosedale, town of Hyde Park, won famous iceyacht races. Reginald W. Rives of Carnwath, town of Wappinger,
was a noted horseman. And there were many others.
The country-seats in Dutchess were noteworthy for a lack of ostentation and an absence of pretension, unless a certain quality of
seclusion could be considered as such. With only a few exceptions their
entrance-gates, opening into long shaded avenues, are inconspicuous;
while of the houses that were built, only a small number, when compared with homes of the better class throughout the county, could be said
to be unusually large or elegant.
It was in the improvement of their land that owners of estates made
a valuable contribution to the esthetic life of Dutchess, setting standards
that the county was not slow to appreciate. In many cases when a
country-seat was laid out an old farm was taken over. On the farm
were wood-lots. Probably much of the woodland that originally marked
the shore of the river was left as such by the early farmers, who did little
to change it. Many of the estate-owners have acted, however, to preserve and improve the natural forestation and, at the same time they
have cultivated lawns and gardens in relation to the trees.
The first landscape work in Dutchess of importance was that done
in the 1790's by Colonel DeVeaux of DeVeaux Park, who deliberately
aimed to create a property similar to the private parks of England. Andrew Downing, the first prominent professional landscape-architect of
the river-region, found a large opportunity in Dutchess in the 1830's and
at several points results showed his handiwork. The owners of Rose
Hill, Blithewood, Montgomery Place, The Grove, Ellerslie, The Locusts, Hyde Park, Wodenethe, Glenhurst and others, all, at sundry
periods, made notable additions to landscape architecture along Hudson's
great river. Several were pioneers in scientific agriculture, horticulture
and floriculture, while from its founding in 1806 under Dr. Samuel
Bard, down to the present day the Dutchess County Agricultural Society
has had the interest and cooperation of the owners of country seats.
In the second half of the nineteenth century there took form a
movement in central Dutchess (a movement even now proceeding with
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renewed impetus) by which country-seats were created in and about
Millbrook. That movement has its own history but lack of space forbids inclusion of it in this record of the river-estates. The latter story,
summarized here in various phases, is a distinct chapter by itself in the
formative period of the social and economic history of Dutchess County.
EIGHTY COUNTRY-SEATS
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.
7.-

8.
9.

10.

11.
12.
13.

1742. Henry Livingston. Town of Poughkeepsie. Sometimes
called: Linlithgow. Residential to 1871. In 1935 occupied by
Spoor-Lasher Co., Inc.
1750 (approx.). Charles Crooke. Town of Hyde Park. In
1935 the home of Mrs. J. Roosevelt Roosevelt.
1771. Henry Livingston, Jr. Town of Poughkeepsie. Locust
Grove. In 1935 the home of Mrs. William Hopkins Young.
1772. Dr. John Bard. Town of Hyde Park. Hyde Park. In
1935 the home of Frederick W. Vanderbilt.
1775-1780. Mrs. Richard Montgomery. Town of Rhinebeck.
Called Rhinebeck House and later Grasmere. Recently the home
of the late Maunsell S. Crasby. Now occupied by a school for
girls.
1790. John Reade. Town of Red Hook. Green Hill (later
The Pynes). Now the home of Miss Angelica Livingston.
1790. John Armstrong. Town of Red Hook. Later DeVeaux
Park and also Almont. In 1935 a part of Ward Manor under
the N. Y. A. I. C. P.
1792. Morgan Lewis. Town of Hyde Park. Staatsburg House.
In 1935 the home of Ogden Livingston Mills.
1795. Philip Livingston. Town of Red Hook. Sunning Hill
(later Callendar House). In 1935 the home of Mrs. Johnston
Livingston Redmond.
1795. Jasper Parsons. Town of Red Hook. Parndon (later
Eglinton and Wilderkill). In 1935 a part of Ward Manor under
the N. Y. A. I. C. P.
1795. Philip J. Schuyler. Town of Rhinebeck. The Grove.
In 1935 the home of Mrs. George N. Miller.
1796. John R. Livingston. Town of Red Hook. Massena. In
1935 owned by St. Joseph's Normal Institute.
1796. Dr. Thomas Tillotson. Town of Rhinebeck. Linwood.
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14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.

23.
24.
25.

26.
27.
28.
29.

In 1935 the home of Jacob Ruppert.
1796. John Johnstone. Town of Hyde Park. Bellefield. In
1935 the home of Mrs. Gerald Morgan.
1797. Brockholst Livingston. Town of Hyde Park. Later called
The Locusts. In 1935 the home of the heirs of William B. Dinsmore.
1799. The Reverend and Mrs. Freeborn Garrettson. Town of
Rhinebeck. Wildercliff. In 1935 owned by Mrs. Robert Suckley.
1800. Cyrus Braman. Town of Hyde Park. Belgrove. In 1935
unoccupied residential land.
1800. Gerardus Duyckinck. Town of Poughkeepsie. In 1935
owned by the Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery.
1800. Peter DeLabigarre. Town of Red Hook. Le Chateau de
Tivoli. In 1935 residential but unoccupied.
1801. Mrs. John Allen. Town of Red Hook. Annandale (later
Blithewood). In 1935 the home of Mrs. A. C. Zabriskie.
1803. William Bard. Town of Hyde Park. DeNully Farm.
Divided into five estates. The five units reassembled as one estate
by Archibald Rogers in the 1880's. In 1935 owned by the heirs
of Archibald Rogers but closed. From the 1840's part called
Crumwold and by Mr. Rogers the whole so-named.
1803. Jacob Radcliffe. Town of Poughkeepsie. Chestnut Hill
(later Homewood and Uplands). In 1935 owned by Sisters of
St. Francis.
1804. George Clinton. Town of Poughkeepsie. In 1935 owned
by the New York Trap Rock Company.
1804. Daniel C. Verplanck. Town of Fishkill. Mount Gulian.
1935 unoccupied residential land.
1805. Mrs. Richard Montgomery. Town of Red Hook. Chateau de Montgomery (later Montgomery Place). In 1935 the
home of General John Ross Delafield.
1806. Mrs. Thomas Jones. Town of Red Hook. Later Miramonte. In 1935 a part of Blithewood (20 above).
1807. Nathaniel Pendleton. Town of Hyde Park. Placentia.
In 1935 unoccupied residential land.
1809. Maturin Livingston. Town of Rhinebeck. Ellerslie. In
1935 the home of Mrs. Helen Morton.
1809. The Reverend John McVicker. Town of Hyde Park.
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30.
31.

32.

33.
34.

35.
36.

37.

38.
39.
40.
41.

42.
43.
44.

Inwood. In 1935 occupied by Dr. Anderson's school for boys.
1811. John Armstrong. Town of Red Hook. La Bergerie (later Rokeby). In 1935 the home of Mrs. Richard Aldrich.
1811. Dr. John Masten. Town of Red Hook. Later, Cruger's
Island. In 1935 a part of Ward Manor under the N. Y. A. 1.
C. P.
1814. William Allen. Town of Fishkill. Later Presqu' Isle and
Denning's Point. In 1935 occupied by the Denning's Point Brick
Works.
1817. Frederic Barnard. Town of Poughkeepsie. Hickory
Grove Farm. In 1935 owned by the Marist Brothers.
1818. Set off from DeNully Farm (21) to Dr. Benjamin Allen.
Town of Hyde Park. Later divided into three places known as
the Jones and Miller and Fuller properties. Later merged by
Archibald Rogers.
1819. James Roosevelt. Town of Poughkeepsie. Mount Hope.
In 1935 owned by the Hudson River State Hospital.
1823. William Allen. Town of Hyde Park. Set off from De
Nully Farm (21). Later called Crumwold. In 1880's merged
by Archibald Rogers into 21.
1825 (approx.). Edmund Pendleton. Town of Hyde Park. Set
off from Placentia (27). In 1935 a part of Placentia. Unoccupied residential land.
1828. Freeborn Garrettson, 2nd. Town of Rhinebeck. Clifton
Point. In 1935 a part of Ferncliff (70) below.
1830. Smith Thompson. Town of Poughkeepsie. Rust Plaetz.
In 1935 a part of the Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery.
1830. Set off from Linwood to Miss Julia Lynch. Town of
Rhinebeck. Glenburn. In 1935 residential but closed.
1830 (approx.). Joseph Giraud. Town of Hyde Park. -Sometimes called the Cleu place. In 1935 held as part of the estate of
the Roosevelt family (2 and 55).
1832. Dr. Isaac Roosevelt. Town of Hyde Park. Rosedale. In
1935 the home of Miss Ellen Crosby Roosevelt.
1835. John Reade Stuyvesant Town of Hyde Park. Edgewood.
In 1935 owned by St. Andrew's Novitiate of the Jesuit Order.
1835. Set off from Linwood to Dr. Federal Vanderburgh. Lin67

45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

57.
58.
59.
60.

61.

wood Hill. Later Foxhollow Farm. In 1935 closed. Owned by
Tracy Dows.
1835 (approx.). John Fisher Sheafe. Town of Poughkeepsie.
High Cliff. In 1935 occupied by the Children's Aid Society.
1835 (approx.). Mrs. James Sheafe. Town of Poughkeepsi:-.
The Cedars. In 1935 owned by Maurice E. Northrop.
1836. Francis R. Tillou. Town of Rhinebeck. In 1935 the
land is used for farming.
1837. James Lenox. Town of Poughkeepsie. Netherwood. In
1935 occupied as a summer camp for boys.
1837. Set off from Hyde Park (4) to Mrs. David Hosack. Town
of Hyde Park. Later known as the Drayton and the Sexton place.
Sometimes called Torham. In 1935 again a part of Hyde Park.
1838. Frederick Boardman. Town of Wappinger. Edge Hill.
In 1935 the home of Mrs. Henry Pierrepont Perry.
1841. Henry Winthrop Sargent. Town of Fishkill. Wodenethe.
In 1935 a part of Craig House Corporation.
1842. Mrs. Henry Rankin. Town of Fishkill. Roseneathe. In
1935 the home of Mrs. Samuel Verplanck.
1843. Eugene A. Livingston. Town of Red Hook. Teviot (later Eversleigh). In 1935 the home of Mrs. Howland S. Davis.
1843. John Watts DePeyster. Town of Red Hook. Rose Hill.
In 1935 owned by Leake and Watts Orphan Home.
1845. Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Wheeler. Town of Hyde Park. In
1935 the home of Mrs. James Roosevelt.
1845. (approx.). William B. Crosby. Town of Wappinger.
Sonneck (later The Lea). In 1935 the home of Judge Franklin
C. Hoyt and Mrs. Hoyt..
1845 (approx.). William Bergh Kip. Town of Rhinebeck. Ankony. In 1935 the home of Allen Ryan, Jr.
1845 (approx.). Walter M. Franklin. Town of Wappinger.
Elmhurst. In 1935 the home of Mrs. Charles H. Platt.
1846. Henry Suydam. Town of Wappinger. Hillside. In 1935
the home of Mrs. Mabel Pearse.
1847. William P. and Charles S. Wainwright. Town of Rhinebeck. The Meadows (later Leacote). In 1935 the home of the
heirs of Douglas Merritt.
1847. Set off from Hickory Grove Farm (33) to James Van
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62.

63.
64.

65.
66.
67.
68.

69.
70.
71.
72.

73.
74.
75.
76.
77.

Schoonhoven. Town of Poughkeepsie. Wood Cliff. In 1935 occupied by Woodcliff Amusement Park.
1847. Set off from Locust Grove (3) to Charles Crooke. Town
of Poughkeepsie. Hemlocks. In 1935 the home of Dr. A. R.
1VIoffit.
1848. Set off from Rokeby to Franklin Delano. Town of Red
Hook. Stien Valetje. In 1935 the home of Lyman Delano.
1850. William H. Willis. Town of Wappinger. Later called
Carnwath. In 1935 owned by Brothers of the Order of the Hermit St. Augustine.
1850. Charles A. Macy. Town of Poughkeepsie. Maple Grove.
In 1935 the home of Mrs. John Kinkead.
1850. Henry Stanton. Town of Poughkeepsie, Cedar Cliff. In
1935 owned by the Y. W. C. A. of Poughkeepsie.
1851, Set off from Locust Grove to Mrs. George G. Haydock.
Edge Hill. Until recently the home of Dr. William G. Dobson.
1852. Set off from number 18, above, to Mrs. William M. Goodrich. Southwood. In 1935 the home of the Misses Jennie and
Elise Kinkead.
1853. Set off from Wildercliff (16) to Thomas H. Suckley.
Wilderstein. In 1935 the home of Mrs. Robert Suckley.
1854. William Astor. Town of Rhinebeck. Ferncliff. In 1935
the home of William Vincent Astor.
1855. William H. Willis. Town of Wappinger. Obercreek.
In 1935 the home of William Willis Reese.
1856. James H. Van Alen. Town of Wappinger. Later called
The Drumlin. Until recently the home of the late Everett P.
Wheeler.
1856. William C. Smillie. Town of Poughkeepsie. In 1935 the
home of Robert Hoe.
1858. Set off from Staatsburg House to Lydig Hoyt. Town of
Hyde Park. The Point. In 1935 the home of Lydig Hoyt.
1859. Mrs. Rawlins Lowndes. Town of Hyde Park. Hopelands. In 1935 the home of Robert P. Huntington.
1859. Joseph Howland. Town of Fishkill. Glenhurst. In 1935
a part of Craig House Corporation.
1861. Thomas H. Newbold. Town of Poughkeepsie, Fern Tor.
In 1935 residential but closed.
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78.

1863. Edward Bech. Town of Poughkeepsie. Rosenlund. In
1935 owned by the Marist Brothers.
79. 1871. Set off from Staatsburg House to John Lee Lawrence.
Town of Hyde Park. Stonehurst. In 1935 residential but closed.
80. 1925. Set off from Ferncliff (70) to the Princess ObolenskyAstor. In 1935 occupied by her.
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DUTCHESS COUNTY MEN OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
PERIOD
COLONEL LEWIS DuBOIS — CAPTAIN HENRY DuBOIS*
— by —
J. WILSON POUCHER, M. D.
The record of Dutchess County patriots of the period of the Revolution would be far from complete without an account of two brothers,
who at that time were both young men living in the village of Poughkeepsie. They were the sons of Elias DuBois, who had been a captain
in the French and Indian wars and who had died at Albany while on
the expedition to Crown Point on July 24, 1756. Their mother was
Susanna Van Der Burgh, daughter of Henry Van Der Burgh and sister
of Colonel James Van Der Burgh of the Dutchess County Militia.
They were the fifth generation from Louis DuBois, the patentee of New
Paltz :
1. Louis DuBois, born October 27, 1627, in France; died
1696 in Kingston; married Catharine Blanshan, born
about 1637, died before December 10, 1713.
2. Matthew, son of Louis, born January 17, 1679, at New
Paltz ; died 1748 at Poughkeepsie; married Sarah Van
Keuren, January 17, 1697, at Kingston.
3. Louis, son of Matthew, baptized July 18, 1697, at Kingston; married Jannetje Van Vliet, April 16, 1718, at Kingston; and had removed to Poughkeepsie in 1738 when his
name appears on the tax list.
4. Elias, son of Louis, baptized April 8, 1722, at Kingston;
married Susanna Van Der Burgh. They had three sons
and two daughters. Lewis was born September 9, 1744,
and was the oldest, and Henry, born July 26, 1755, was
the youngest.
After the death of Elias DuBois his widow, Susanna, married
Richard Lewis, who had been a captain in the militia. Some time in
*The author wishes to express his sincere thanks to Miss Helen Kenyon
for the use of her manuscript copy of DuBois family records and to Miss Helen
Wilkinson Reynolds for access to her research notes, also to Miss Rosalie Fellows
Bailey for information on the Bailey, TerBos and other families.
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1730 Matthew had come to Dutchess County and had purchased some
thirteen hundred acres of land along the west side of the Wappingers
Creek.' He was accompanied, or followed within a short time, by several of his sons and daughters. Later records show that this farm was
owned by his great-grandson, Colonel Lewis DuBois, from 1773 until
1791 2
In 1762, "Lewis DuBois, aged 18, born in Dutchess County, carpenter, stature 5 ft., 7 in.," joined Captain Isaac Ter Bush's company,
Dutchess County Militia.3 From this time he was active in the village
community. He owned a large tract of land along the post road, now
Market Street, Poughkeepsie, and from 1768 to 1773 had a tavern on
the present site of the Bardavon theatre in Poughkeepsie, which he sold
to Thomas Poole in 1773.
In 1774 he was one of the subscribers to Christ Church, giving
"the Land to sett the Church on" and, in 1766, he had given £10 toward
the purchase of a glebe.4 About this time, 1773 or 1774, he built the
brick and stone house on his farm near the Wappingers Creek, which is
at present the residence of the Hon. A. B. Gray.5
Then came the exciting period leading to the War of the Revolution when every man must decide where he stood and what his course
of action would be. Lewis DuBois was one of the first signers of the
Association Pledge, in which the signers bound themselves to assist and
defend the liberties of the colonies, and, on June 28, 1775, he was commissioned captain and ordered to raise a company for the Third Continental Regiment of the New York Line, "for the defense of American
liberty." The colonel of the Third was James Clinton, brother of
Governor George Clinton of New York.6 Captain DuBois's company
was ready July 21, 1775, and mustered into service August 3, 1775, by
Captain Jacobus Swartwout, Muster-master, and was known as the
Dutchess County Company.7 There were three Dutchess County companies in this regiment. This regiment at once became a part of General
Montgomery's army for the invasion of Canada and was highly lauded
by its commander, Colonel James Clinton. Captain DuBois was promoted to major while in Canada.8
The story of this regiment on its march to join General Montgomery's army is very fully described in the journal of Major Henry Livingston, who was also a Poughkeepsie man. They joined General Montgomery at the north end of Lake Champlain, near the enemy's forts.
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Here, on October 11, at a council of war, it was decided to erect a battery on the east side of the lake opposite the forts. "The Gen'l ordered
Col. Clinton and 200 of his men to go upon the business . . . . Capts.
Nicholson, DuBois, Billings & Denton were pitched upon to go with
us." The enemy fire was too severe for any advantageous work, but
Major Livingston says: "At night Capt. Dubois with a party of 40 men
cut off all the Bushes & Trees between our Battery & the water edge &
made the Embrasures somewhat narrower". Again, on October 18,
when ordered on another undertaking, he said: "Col. Clinton gave me
leave to choose any 2 Companies to accompany me that I could confide
in most out of his Regiment & I pitched upon those of Capts. Nicholson
& Dubois; all of us together made 108 men". On November 17, Major
Livingston, owing to illness, was obliged to leave the regiment and make
his way slowly homeward. General Montgomery appointed Capt.
Lewis DuBois to fill the vacant place on November 25. At the same
time Lieutenant Elias Van Benschoten, another Poughkeepsian, who
had been first lieutenant in the company, was made captain in Lewis
DuBois's place. Mr. W. H. Van Benschoten, in his book: Concerning
the Van Bunschoten or Van .Benschoten Family in America, says: " . . .
wherever Capt. DuBois figures, remember there, too, in his shadow, is
our Lieutenant Elias".
Lewis BuBois's service while in Canada must have been very excellent for, on July 25, 1776, he, "in Canada serice," was commissioned
colonel by the Continental Congress, although there was some opposition in the New York Provincial congress.9 He was ordered to raise
a regiment for three years' service or duration of the war.
Some of the trials and difficulties he overcame in recruiting a complete regiment in so short a time as he wished may be explained in his
own words in his letter to General Washington:
Poughkeepsie, Augt. 5, 1776.
May it please your Excellency—
We are as Industrious as Possible Recruiting men for my
Regiment but we find it very Difficult Inlisting men now as
the one fourth part of the Millitia is to turn out and such
Large Bounty Given for a bout 4 or 5 months though we earn
as Good speed as I Cold Exspect. I would have sent a Return
of the men Already Inlisted by my Brother only I have been
Very unwell for some time and am now Getting Better and as
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soon as I am able to Ride I intend Going Down to New York
when I shall Bring Return of them with me. We are purchasing Arms for those we Inlist and wold be Glad to Know where
to send them as fast as we Raise them. As my Regiment is to
be Enlisted ( for) During the war Perhaps your Excellency
may allow me to Raise men out of the Millitia if so I think I
Cold fill my Regt. and go into Immediate Service which wold
be very agreeable to me. I wold be Glad if Your Excellency
wold send me By my Brother, the Bearer, some Money for
Recruiting as with out that we Can do but little.
I am Your Excellencys Most Obedt. & Huml. servant.
LEWIS DUBOYS Co11.1°
To Colo. Lewis Dubois Poughkeepsie
Head Quarters New York August 9th 1776
Sir
Your Letter of the 5th by your Brother is received, by
him I forward you 800 Dollars, Would have you order your
Regiment to march for this place, as fast as an Officer's party
are enlisted. You will make a return to me immediately, of the
number of men already embodied, and continue to make your
returns, by which you may call for money as wanted. I conceive that taking men from the 4 or 5 months' Militia, will not
answer our present necessity, as it will not add to the number
in Service; but of the Militia, which is only ordered in for a
few days or weeks, you have an undoubted right to take such
as have a mind to inlist with you. Previous to your men arriving in this City, you will order a field Officer here, to take
charge of them, as they come in.
I am Sir
Yours &c
G. WASHINGTON.11
We can have no doubt that Lewis DuBois's brother was Henry
DuBois, who became adjutant and captain in this regiment and was of
great assistance in its recruiting and outfitting. This regiment became
the Fifth New York Continental Line and was a part of the force sent
to the defense of the Highlands. Colonel DuBois with his regiment was
at Fort Montgomery as early as January 18, 1777. Early in September,
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in 1777, he commanded the right wing of the force that made an expedition to Kingsbridge.12 He was appointed April 30, 1777, president
of Court Martial "for the trial of all such persons as should come before
them charged with levying war against the State of New York, &c".
Many individuals were tried by this court and nine were condemned to
death for various offenses.13
In October, 1777, when the British came up the river in great
force with fleet and army, Colonel DuBois's regiment comprised an
important part of the garrison of Fort Montgomery and in the assault
and capture of the fort on October 6, the regiment was badly cut up
and many of the men and officers killed or captured.14 Colonel DuBois
was at first supposed to have been among those taken prisoner, but he
escaped. On October 8, General Putnam, in his report to General
Washington, says: "Col. DuBois who is one of the number, has this
day collected near 200 of his regiment that got off after the enemy were
in the fort." Colonel DuBois had a wound in his neck with a bayonet.
On April 8, 1779, General James Clinton sent to General Washington the following arrangement of Colonel DuBois's regiment:
Arrangement of the 5th New York Regiment
Rank
Colonel
Lieut. Colo.
Major

Captains

Capt. Lieut.

First Lieuts.

Second Lieuts.
Ensigns

Names
Lewis Duboys
Jacobus I. Bruyn
Samuel Logan
(Jacobus Rosekrans
Philip DB Bevier
/James Stewart
Henry Godwon
John F. Hamtramck
John Johnson
Henry Dubois
1 Henry W. Vanderburgh
2 Henry Dodge
3 Henry Pawling
4 Michael Connolly
5 Samuel Dodge
6 John Furman
7 Samuel English
8 James Betts
( 1 Ebenezer Mott
2 Daniel Birdsall
3 Henry Swartwout
)4 John McClaughry
5 Henry I. Vanderburgh
6 Abraham Legget
7 Francis Hanmer
8 James Johnston
9 Barthow. Vanderburgh

(
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Casualties
prisoner of war
ditto
prisoner of war
formerly Adjutant
prisoner of war
prisoner of war
ditto
prisoner of war
prisoner of war
ditto
prisoner of war
.. 7 .
,-• ,--r-r.--r
I

,

,

-
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!
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dates of Commissions
21 Novr. 1776
21 Novr. 1776
21 Novr. 1776
3d August 1775
21 Novr. 1776
21 Novr. 1776
21 Novr. 1776
21 Novr. 1776
21 Novr. 1776
1 Sepr. 1778
21 Novr. 1776
21 Novr. 1776
21 Novr. 1776
21 Novr. 1776
1 Octor. 1777
1 Sepr. 1778
1 Sepr. 1778
do
2d Lieut. 21 Novr. 1776
2d Lieut. 21 Novr. 1776
Ensign 21 March 1776
do 21 Novr. 1776
do 21 Novr. 1776
do 21 Novr. 1776
do 21 Novr. 1776
do 25 June 1777
do 1 May 1778

Pay Master Michael Connolly
Adjutant Henry Dodge
Qu. Master Daniel Birdsall
Surgeon Samuel Cooke
Mate Ebenezer Hutchinson

LEWIS DUBOYS

Colo.15

This arrangement of Colonel DuBois's regiment is among General
Washington's papers and shows the number and names of officers taken
prisoner at that time and still in the hands of the enemy.
The next year Colonel DuBois and his regiment formed a part of
General Clinton's brigade and took an active part in the Sullivan-Clinton campaign against the Indians and Tories through central New
York. He commanded the right wing of General Sullivan's army and
was highly commended for his action in the battle of Newtown and the
subsequent pursuit of the enemy." On August 5, 1779, Governor
George Clinton, in a letter written from Poughkeepsie, to his brother
General James Clinton, says: "Your family and Colo. Dubois's are
well" 17
During 1779 there was considerable argument about seniority of
rank between Colonels Van Cortlandt, Gansevoort and DuBois, and
each had sent a memorial to Congress. On May 22, General Washington, in a letter to General James Clinton, writes: "The affair between
Col. Cortlandt and Gansevoort and Duboys has been sent by Congress
to me. It is probable they will send a copy of Col. Duboys's Memorial,
when the Point will be considered. In mean time, I flatter myself the
Gentlemen from a spirit of accomodation and their Zeal for the Service,
will not suffer it to be impeded in any instance by their Claims"."
On June 13, he writes General Clinton again: "The Honorable
the Congress have decided the affair of rank between Colonels Van
Courtlandt, Gansevoort and Duboys upon their Memorials, against Col.
Duboys"." Therefore, when the five regiments were consolidated,
Colonel Gansevoort became colonel of the first and Colonel Van Cortlandt of the second. Colonel DuBois was, however, commissioned July
J, 1780, to raise a regiment of levies and sent into a very active service
to the frontier in the Mohawk Valley. The army had dwindled until,
at the time the five regiments of the New York Line were consolidated
into two, there were scarcely eight hundred left. It was very difficult
to get the militia together to protect the frontiers. These regiments of
levies were volunteers mostly from the ranks of the militia who were
offered large bounties, $20 to $200.00 in addition to the usual bounty.
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With this regiment he took an active part during 1780 and 1781 in
clearing up the Mohawk Valley of the Tories and Indians under Sir
John Johnson, Butler and Brandt.2° He was second in command to
General Robert Van Rensselaer. He had an important part in the
Court of Inquiry that exonerated that officer from the charges of cowardice and inefficiency. General Jacobus Swartwout was president of
this court.2 '
After the war he returned to his home in Poughkeepsie. A map of
1790 shows "Col. Du Bois" living on the site of the present Courier
Building at 25 Market Street, Poughkeepsie.
The minutes of the meetings of Solomon's Lodge, No. 1, F. & A.
M., held in Poughkeepsie, contain the following items:
At a meeting held June 12, 1771, "at the house of Lewis DuBois,
. . . according to Order of the Lodge at last meetnig Lewis DuBois
was entered an apprentice and member of this Lodge". At a meeting
held January 2, 1782, among officers chosen was "Lewis DuBois, Master". In a list of those present and among the visitors at a meeting
held December 27, 1782, is included the name of "Bro. George Washington, commander-in-Chief".22

As the house of Lewis DuBois was for many years the usual meeting place for this lodge, it is more than likely that the reception to General Washington, just cited, was held at his house on Market Street.
Colonel DuBois was referred to at various times as "Innkeeper", "Merchant" and "Farmer".
On April 17, 1787, he was appointed Brigadier-General of Militia
in Dutchess County.23 He served until June 13, 1793, when he was
succeeded by David Van Ness, inasmuch as he had "removed to a distant
part of the State".24 He was appointed High Sheriff of Dutchess
County on March 22, 1781, and served until March 9, 1785. He represented Dutchess County in the State Assembly in the 9th session of the
legislature January 12, to March 6, 1786, and also in the 10th session
at New York January 12, to April 27, 1787.26 He was a supervisor at
Poughkeepsie in 1786, 1787, 1788 and 1789.
In 1791 or 1792 Colonel DuBois seems to have gotten into financial
difficulties, as his farm and most of his other real estate was sold under
mortgage foreclosure, and some time in 1792, or prior to June 1793,
with his wife, he removed to Maysfield, Montgomery County. He
represented Montgomery County in the 19th session of the legislature
from January 6 to April 11, 1796.27 Just how long he remained away
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from Poughkeepsie is not quite clear, but on March 28, 1805, he was
again living there when a special act of the legislature of the State of
New York was passed, known as Act LIII, Laws of 1805,—An Act for
the Relief of Lewis DuBois.
"Be it resolved by the people of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, that it shall be lawful for the
commission of the land office, and they are hereby required to grant
to Lewis DuBois, late a Colonel in the Line of the late Army of
the United States during the revolutionary war, and his heirs and
assigns forever, by letters patent, the number of acres of land which
have been granted to officers of the same grade in Western District
in a tract set apart for the Line of this State serving in the Army
of the United States."
On December 31, 1764, a license was granted to Lewis DuBois to
marry Alida, daughter of Johannes Van Kleeck. They had two sons,
Elias L., baptized May 16, 1766, and Johannes, baptized May 16, 1769.
His wife, Alida, died some time after 1793, probably during their residence in Montgomery County, and he afterward married Catharine
Van de Bogart who survived him. She was mentioned in the administration of his estate. The Country Journal of May 16, 1787, says: "On
Thursday last was Married, Mr. Elias DuBoys, Son to General DuBoys,
of Poughkeepsie Precinct, to Miss Van Bunschoten, Daughter to Colonel Van Bunschoten, also of this Precinct". Mr. W. H. Van Benschoten, in his book on the Van Benschoten family, says: "On May 10, 1787,
Jacemyntje, daughter of Colonel Elias Van Benschoten, married Elias
DuBois, son of General Lewis DuBois". The bride died the same year
and Elias later married Hannah Haff, as the birth of their son Lewis
was recorded as January 13, 1793.
In The Dutchess Observer, published at Poughkeepsie on March
10, 1824, appears the following obituary:
DIED—In this village, on Thursday last, General LEWIS
DuBois, in the 82d year of his age. He was one of the early asserters and defenders of American liberty and independence. He
entered the American army in 1775 as a captain, and accompanied
Gen. Montgomery in his expedition to Canada. He was with him
in the assault on Quebec, and near that gallant officer when he fell.
He was also one of the defenders of fort Montgomery, when that
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fortress was assaulted and stormed by the British, in the fall of the
year 1777. He for some time sustained the rank of Major in the
army, and was probably brevetted a Colonel, when the army was
disbanded. He has subsequently sustained the rank of General in
the militia of this state, and the office of Sheriff of this county.
Though carried safely through the perils of war, he has at last
fallen under the stroke of death, and been gathered to his fathers
in a good old age.
And the Poughkeepsie Journal of the same date printed the following:
DIED—In this village on Thursday the 4th instant, General
Lewis DuBois at the advanced age of 80 years. This gentleman
took up arms in the commencement of the revolution at the head of
a company, and saw its accomplishment in command of a brigade.
Thus, one after the other, the Heroes who breasted the perils of
that eventful period, recede from our view, but leave a train of
radiance behind them which succeeding generations will delight to
point to with gratitude and rapture.
NOTE
Great confusion exists among historical writers about two Revolutionary patriots with the same name: Colonel Lewis DuBois of Poughkeepsie, and Major Lewis DuBois of Marlborough.
In an address to the Newburgh Historical Society, E. M. Ruttenher, after giving the military record of Colonel Lewis DuBois, said:
" and died at his residence in Marlborough, Ulster County, December
29, 1802." This was quoted by Frederick Cook, SecretarY of State,
1879, in his report of the Centennial Celebration of General Sullivan's
Expedition."
Ruttenber also said that Captain Lewis DuBois, of Colonel Hasbrouck's regiment, Ulster County Militia, was sent to Dutchess County
to raise a company for Colonel James Clinton's regiment for the invasion of Canada, early in June 1775. As the militia regiments were
organized under an act of the Provincial Congress, passed August 22,
1775, there was in June, 1775, no such regiment. In fact, Colonel
Hasbrock's regiment was organized in September, 1775, and on September 20, 1775, Lewis DuBois of New Marlborough Precinct, was commissioned captain," and later, on October 25, was made a major.3° By
that time, Captain Lewis DuBois of Colonel Clinton's regiment was
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well on his way into Canada. Ruttenber later referred to: "Maj.
DuBois of Col. Hasbrouck's regiment",31 but the Provincial Congress
specifically stated the designation as: Major DuBois, "A major in Canada service".32
Ruttenber's statements have been generally accepted by historians.
Robert E. Deyo wrote a paper, printed in the Records of the National
Temple Hill ilssociation, which quoted Ruttenber, and Deyo in turn
was freely quoted by Ralph LeFevre in his History of New Paltz. Mr.
LeFevre said: "At the same time that Lewis DuBois was in Canada
with Montgomery, he was second major in Col. Jonathan Hasbrouck's
militia regiment",33 this because he had to account for an officer named
Lewis DuBois in two places at the same time.
There is all kinds of evidence that both of these officers were doing
splendid service in their respective organizations. While Colonel DuBois
was with his regiment at Fort Montgomery in 1777, General James
Clinton, in a letter to the governor on October 4, says: "There is very
few of the militia yet come down. I can't tell you the number as I have
had no returns from them as yet. There has no Field Officers come
down with any of the Regiments except Major DuBois of Colo. Hasbrouck's Regt., which are at Fort Constitution".34 Lieutenant-Colonel
Hardenbergh, in his report of extra service of Colonel Hasbrock's regiment, says: "At Fort Constitution, Oct. 1st, 1777, under the command
of Major DuBois, 10 days"." Again, October 23, 1777, General James
Clinton reports: "Major DuBois with his 4 compas. from N.Burgh
along the river as you formerly ordered them.""
I can find no record to show that Major Lewis DuBois of Marlborough, during his lifetime, ever used the term "Colonel" with his signature or was addressed "Colonel" in any of his correspondence. The
following correspondence from the Public Papers of George Clinton conclusively shows that Lewis DuBois of Marlborough was a major in
1777:
Newmarlborough November ye 13, 1777
Sir I understand by Capt. Case that all my Neighbours is Discharged from the Guard house on condition of giveing Security for
their future Good Behavior Except John Polhalmes & Isaac Cropsie
and altho I allow they have been bad, I Could wish for their familys
sake they might be Indulged with the same Priviledge ; as I think
what they have Sufferd is Pritty well for their past Conduct; so if
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it Should please your Excellency to Grant the favour to them I
shall take Care to their Giveing Security and their future Conduct.
I am Sir your most obediant Humble Ser't.
Lewis Dubois, 1VIajor.37
To his Exellency Geoge Clinton Esq.
To which the governor answered:
(Nov. 15, 1777)
Sir, In Consequence of your Letter of Yesterday I have dismissed
C. & P. from the Care of the Guard here & delivered them over to
Mr. Edwards Chairman of your Committe to be dealt with by the
Civil Authority according to their Deserts; as a Military Officer
you confined them; they are released at your Request & you must
for their future Conduct, & for the Consequence of looking over the
past if any Injury shoud arise to the public by their passing unpunished shoud this be the Case. I am yours &c.
(G. C.) 3 8
(To Maj Lewis Dubois.)
Mr. C. M. Woolsey, in his History of the Town of Marlborough,
also tried to combine the records of two men named Lewis DuBois. He
referred on page 121 to Lewis DuBois, Major, in signing a reference for
Elizabeth Wiggin on April 24, 1777. On the next page. he referred to
Lewis DuBois, Colonel, as president of a court martial at Fort Montgomery, April 30, 1777, trying Jacobus Rose and other Tory prisoners.
Major Lewis DuBois died at Marlborough, N. Y., December 29,
1802. In the inscription on his gravestone he is referred to as Major
Lewis DuBois. In 1805, three years after his death, the New York
Legislature passed a special act "for the relief of Colonel Lewis DuBois
of the New York Line". This Colonel Lewis DuBois was afterward
General Lewis DuBois and died at Poughkeepsie, March 4, 1824.
Francis B. Heitman, in his Historical Register of Officers of the
Continental Army during the War of the Revolution, April, 1775, to
December, 1783, says, in his edition of 1893:
DuBois, Lewis (N.Y.) Captain 3d New York, 28th June,
1775; Major, 25th November, 1775; Colonel New York Regiment,
21st June, 1776; Colonel 5th New York, 21st November, 1776; to
rank from 25th June, 1776; resigned 22d December, 1779, served
also as Colonel, New York Levies. (Died 4th March, 1824).
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In the edition of 1914, Heitman gives the following record:
DuBois, Lewis (N.Y.) Captain 3d New York, 28th June,
1775; Major 25th November, 1775; Major of Nicholson's New
York Regiment, 8th March, 1776; Colonel, 21st June, 1776;
Colonel 5th New York, 21st November, 1776, to rank from 25th
June, 1776; taken prisoner at Fort Montgomery, 6th October,
1777; resigned 22d December, 1779; subsequently served as Colonel
New York Levies. (Died 29th November, 1802.)
In this revised, 1914 edition, Mr. Heitman must have become convinced
by the prevailing belief and gives the army record according to Ruttenber et al, placing the date of his death as November 29, 1802, which is
approximately the date of death of Major Lewis DuBois of iVIarlborough, who died December 29, 1802, and who was major in the Fourth
Ulster County Militia.
Mr. LeFevre, in his History of New Paltz, says that Henry (or
Henricus) DuBois of Libertyville, Ulster County, was adjutant in the
regiment of Colonel Lewis DuBois of Marlborough. This is a double
error, as there was no Colonel Lewis DuBois of Marlborough and the
Captain Henry, who was adjutant in the regiment of Colonel Lewis
DuBois of Poughkeepsie was Colonel Lewis DuBois's brother. The
commission of Captain Henry DuBois of Poughkeepsie is now in the
possession of his great-great-grandson, Louis DuBois Watson of Perth
Amboy, N. J., who also continues Captain Henry DuBois's membership
in the Society of the Cincinnati.
CAPTAIN HENRY DuBOIS
Henry DuBois, the youngest son of Elias DuBois and Susannah
Van Der Burgh, was born at Poughkeepsie on July 26, 1755 and was
twenty years old when the War of the Revolution started. The first
mention of his military record occurs when he was appointed adjutant
with the rank of lieutenant, November 21, 1776, in the Fifth New York
Regiment, commanded by his brother, Colonel Lewis DuBois. He was
active in the recruiting of this regiment, serving as messenger between
his brother and General Washington,39 and doubtless assisting in many
ways. In 1777 he served with his regiment through the disastrous campaign in the Highlands and in the defense of Fort Montgomery. On
September 1, 1778, he was promoted to the rank of captain-lieutenant.
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IIis regiment remained on duty in the Highlands and around Peekskill
and Newburgh until the summer of 1778, when it was doing duty at
Albany and Schenectady. Throughout the summer and fall of 1779 it
did strenuous and efficient service as a part of General Clinton's Brigade in the Sullivan-Clinton expedition through New York State against
the Indians and Tories.40
It was frequently his duty as adjutant of his regiment to appeal
before the court martial to testify for or against men accused of drunkenness or other delinquencies. In the fall of 1779, when the five New
York Line regiments were combined to form the First and Second, he
became a captain in the Second New York Regiment.
On September 25, 1780 he was the bearer of a letter from Colonel
Van Cortlandt to Governor Clinton, suggesting a way to procure clothing and equipment for the regiment.41 He was at various times active as
recruiting officer for his regiment through Dutchess and Ulster Counties. He resigned from the army in 1782 and was honorably discharged.
When the Society of the Cincinnati was formed in 1783 he became one
of the original members.42 On June 24, 1780, Captain Henry married
Eleanor Ter Bush, daughter of John Ter Bush, Jr., and Catharine Van
Wyck. He lived, after his retirement from the army, in a house on
Market Street, Poughkeepsie, where the new southern extension of the
Nelson House now stands. He was described as a "Storekeeper". On
October 4, 1786, Captain Henry DuBois was appointed Inspector of
Militia, Dutchess County North Brigade.
He died on May 25, 1794. His wife survived him by only a few
days, dying June 9, 1794. They left four young children—Catharine,
born August 11, 1781, Susannah, born October 5, 1783, Louis, born July
28, 1786, and John Henry, born January 13, 1790. After the death of
both parents these children were brought up by their "Uncle," Judge
William Bailey, who had married Hannah Hageman, a half-sister to
their mother, Eleanor Ter Bush DuBois.
John Ter Bush, Jr., had married Catharine Van Wyck on June 15,
1750. After his death, about 1767, Catharine married Hendrick Hageman on May 2, 1772. It was their daughter, Hannah Hageman, born
May 30, 1773, a half-sister to Captain Henry's wife, who married William Bailey on June 1, 1785, and who brought up the four young children of Captain Henry and his wife, Eleanor.
Susannah DuBois, daughter of Captain Henry, married on October
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5, 1803, Uriah Burdge. Their daughter, Catharine Burdge, born November 12, 1807, married on July 29, 1830, John R. Watson. James
Townley Watson, son of John R. and Catharine, married on June 15,
1859, Matilda Golding Gulick. Mr. Louis DuBois Watson of Perth
Amboy, N. J., the son of James and Matilda Watson, has not only
Captain Henry's certificate of membership in the Society of the Cincinnati, signed by George Washington, but he has also Captain Henry's
commission as Captain-Lieutenant in the Fifth New York Regiment,
dated October 28, 1779, and effective from the first day of September,
1778, and signed by John Jay, president of the Provincial Congress.
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40.-Journals of the Military Expedition of Major General John Sullivan
against the Six Nations of Indians in 1779, by Frederick Cook, Secretary of
State, p. 329.
41.-Public Papers of George Clinton, Vol. V.I, p. 250.
42.-Members of the Society of the Cincinnati, by William S. Thomas.
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TRAVELLED DOCUMENTS
Presented to the
Dutchess County Historical Society
by
The President of the United States
In 1934 the then Minister of the United States to Canada, the
Honorable Warren Delano Robbins (since deceased) discovered in the
archives of the Dominion certain documents that originated in Dutchess
County, Province of New York, in 1760 and 1766. No one knows how
or why those documents were taken or sent from Dutchess nor how they
fell into the custody of the Canadian government. However, there they
are. And, because they pertain to Dutchess, Mr. Xobbins, acting through
the courtesy of the Honorable C. H. Cahan, Secretary of State of Canada, caused photostats to be made of them and sent to the President of
the United States. The President later deposited the photostats with
the Dutchess County Historical Society and authorized the publication
in the Year Book of the following abstracts of the contents of the papers.
1. Document dated June 10, 1760. Signed by: Robert R. Livingston, Metthiew Duboys, Louwerens van Kleeck.
Preamble by: Daniel Horsmanden, Chief Justice; David Jones,
second Justice; William Smith, third Justice; Robert R. Livingston,
fourth Justice; all of Supreme Court, Province of New York; and
Henry Beekman, Jacobus Terboss, Matthew DuBois, Lawrence Van
Kleeck, Henry Filkin, Peter Ten Brook, Anthony Yelverton, James
Duncan and Teter DeWitt, Justices of the Peace for the County of
Dutchess.
Commission to the Sheriff for Goal Delivery at Poughkeepsie; a•
Grand Jury of twenty-four men to be called.
Appended: A list, signed by James Livingston, Sheriff, of names of
men eligible for jury service, as follows: Roswell Hopkins, sworn; John
Lewis, sworn; Stephen Callow, sworn; William Bedel, sworn; Thomas
Casey, sworn; William Gage; Enoch Lester; Mordecai Lester, sworn;
Anthony Badgely ; John Gasely, sworn; Nathaniel Thorn; Jacob Lawrence, sworn; John Curtis; Stephen Reynolds; Joseph Mott; Ruben
Nelson, sworn; Theophilus Nelson; William Stoutenburgh, sworn;
Benjamin Denton; Samuel Thompson, sworn; William Bromley; Elijah
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Dewey; William Roberts, James Betts; Henry Tedor, sworn; James
Lester, sworn; John Albraght, sworn; Simeon Laroy, sworn.
2. Document endorsed: "Justices and Constables of Dutchess
1766."
List of names, signed by James Livingston, Sheriff, as follows:
Justices of the Peace in Dutchess 1766—Jacobus TerBos, excused; Matthew DuBois, ap.; Lawrence Van Kleeck, ap. ; moved, Anthony Yelverton ; Nicholas DeLavergne, ap.; William Doughty, ap.; James Duncan,
ap.; William Humfrey, ap. ; James Dickinson, excused; John Akin, excused; John DeWitt, ap.; James Smith, ap. ; Augustine Turck, ap. ;
Samuel Rutty, excused; Roswell Hopkins, ap. ; Abraham Bokee, ap. ;
Timothy Soule, excused; Henry Vanderburgh, ap. ; moved, Caleb Smith;
Daniel Castle, ap. ; .Elisha Culver, ap.; Mordecai Lester, ap.; excused,
John M. Palmer; Elisha Tompkins, excused; John Ryder, excused;
Samuel Peters, excused; John Bogardus, excused; Cornelius Luyster,
ap.
Constables in Dutchess: Rinebeck. John Finkle, ap. ; Coenradt
Berringer, ap. ; Hendrick Rykert, ap. ; Martin Burger ( Jun?), ap. . . .
North East. James Atwater, excused; John Hoghteling ( Jun?) . . .
Amenia. Rufus Herrick, excused; Elijah Wheeler, excused; Samuel
Doty, ap. ; Stephen Hopkins, to be struck out of the ( ?) and Noah
Hopkins to be Quallified. . . . Beekmans. Phineas Woodard, ap.; Joshua Chaplin; Jonathan Burch, ap.; Allen More, ap. . . . Rumbout. Simon Terbos, ap. ; John G. Brinckerhoff, ap.; James Brooks, ap.; Daniel
Semans. . . . Southern. Amos Dickenson; Israel Taylor; Theophilus
Jones; Ebenezer Killy ; John (-ummere ?), excused. . . . Charlotte. William Allen, ap. ; James Doughty, excused; Isaac Smith, exd. ; Enos
Northrup, excused. . . . Poughkeepsie. Richard Warner, ap.; Henry
Pells, Jun., ap. ; Joel DuBois, ap.
A space follows the above.
Then appears: Nicholas DeLavergne, Coroner; Bernard Filkin,
ap.; Isaac Burton, ap.; Henry Ludenton ; Richard Warner, ap.
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EVENTS ON HUDSON'S RIVER IN 1777
As Recorded by British Officers In Contemporary Reports
The said reports are on file in the British Admiralty and copies of
them have been deposited with the Dutchess County Historical Society
by
The President of the United States
There are certain old quotations and adages, such as: "to see oursels as others see us" and "much may be said on both sides" and "there
are two sides to every story," which illustrate the homely truth that
balance and proportion and perspective are always desirable. Those
sayings come to mind now in connection with the presentation in these
pages of documents procured for the Year Book by the President of the
United States from the records of the British Admiralty.
In 1934 Mr. Henry T. Hackett, a trustee of the Dutchess County
Historical Society, suggested to the editor of the Year Book that it
would be interesting to know what comment on the raid up Hudson's
River in 1777 was made by the British officers who commanded the expedition and that possibly the President could obtain copies of such
official records. The suggestion was laid before the President, who at
once acted upon it enthusiastically. He placed the matter in the hands
of the Ambassador from the United States to the Court of St. James,
the Honorable Robert W. Bingham, and Mr. Bingham obtained the
cooperation of Admiral Gerald C. Dickens (grandson of Charles Dickens), director of naval intelligence at the Admiralty. Under Admiral
Dickens search was begun for the desired information and already it has
yielded results. The search is continuing as the Year Book goes to press
but, pending its conclusion, President Roosevelt has deposited in the
archives of the Dutchess County Historical Society such material as has
been forwarded to him from London up to the present time.*
The papers deposited by the President with the Society are as follows: (1) Correspondence with Ambassador Bingham; (2) A record
of the movements of British Ships in the vicinity of New York City in
1777 and 1778; (3) Copy of a letter of October 24, 1777, from Lord
Howe to the Admiralty, enclosing reports of officers; (4) Copies of five
of the said reports; (5) Copy of the log of the galley: Dependence, Oc*As this Year Book goes to press a large additional amount of material
has been received from London by the President and forwarded to the editor,
publication of which must of necessity be postponed until the Year Book of 1936.
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tober 7-25, 1777; (6) Copy of the log of H. M. S. Preston. October
7-29, 1777.
From the above papers certain items have been selected and are
here reproduced. The selections provide in the first place details of the
engagements in the Highlands at Forts Clinton, Montgomery and Constitution. Secondly, in a letter from Sir James Wallace to Commodore
Hotham, dated October 17, 1777, General Vaughn's reason for landing
at Kingston is stated. According to this letter, the British ships were
fired upon by two batteries and an armed galley at the mouth of
"Esopus Creek" (by which the Rondout was meant) and General
Vaughn thought it unwise to leave such a force behind as the fleet proceeded up the river. Thirdly, the log of the galley: Dependence is filled
with particulars of the raid. While in the Highlands, the Dependence
(a vessel propelled by sails as well as oars) took on board a detachment
of soldiers from a battalion commanded by Colonel Robertson and, in
company with the Diligent (a brig) and the Spitfire and Crane (galleys) passed up the river until a little south of Poughkeepsie, when they
"sent the boats on shore man'd and arm'd to burn 2 reble vessels and
some store houses." This presumably refers to the landing which (according to creditable tradition) was made at Matthew Van Keuren's
mill on the site of the present factory of R. U. Delapenha & Company.
The ships then dropped down the river to Fort Montgomery, burning
boats on their way and being fired upon by American guns at New
Windsor.
On October 15th a large fleet moved out of the Highlands and
proceeded up the river. During this expedition the Dependence sailed
as far north as Livingston's Manor. Her log records the burning of
Kingston and landings made elsewhere to destroy stores and shows that
the ship lingered in the general vicinity of Slipsteen Island (off shore
from the present town of Red Hook, Dutchess County) for about a
week. When she finally returned down the river in company with the
fleet, it is stated in her log that the ship "brought too" between "Esopus
meadow" and the "heights of Pokeepsy" in order "to scour the Narrow
Pass" "whilst the transports were passing," which means that, while the
troops were carried around the bend in the river called Krom Elbow,
the boats escorting the transports raked the shores with shot.
The log of H. M. S. Preston contains less of interest to Dutchess
County than that of the Dependence but it shows the retention of cer89

tam n vessels in the Highlands and their movements while the main fleet
was up the river. Note should also be made of the fact that on October
12th the Preston, then apparently stationed in Peekskill Bay, received
on board "some Iron from the Montgomery frigate burnt." The Montgomery was one of the ships built in the shipyard at Poughkeepsie in
1775-1776.
Public Record Office, Admiralty Records. Ad 1-488.
"EAGLE
In the Delaware
October the 24th, 1777.
Sir,
Enclosed herewith I send you for the information of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, copies of several letters from the Commodore Hotham, giving an account of the proceedings of His Majesty's
Ships employed under his orders in Hudson's river.
I am &c
( sd )
HOWE.
Philip Stephens Esq.
Secretary of the Admiralty."
(Enclosure No. 6 in Lord Howe's letter of 24 October, 1777)
(Published in The London Gazette Extraordinary, 2 December, 1777)
"PRESTON off Peeks Kill Creek
9th October 1777.
My Lord,
Sir Henry Clinton having thought it advisable to make a diversion
at this juncture up the North River and the necessary arrangements
having been made in consequence, the flat boats and batteaux on the 3rd
instant proceeded to Spikendevil Creek in three divisions under the Captains Pownoll, Jordan and Stanhope; Captain Pownoll having the direction of the whole.
A body of about 1100 troops were embarked in them that evening
and the same night proceeded to Tarry Town, where they landed at
daybreak and occupied the heights adjoining; a second division, nearly of
that number, marched out at the same time from Kings Bridge and
formed a junction by land with those who passed by water.
The squadron under Captain Ommanney had moved up the day
before to receive them. The smaller part of it, namely the gallies and
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armed vessels (as they might be to act separately) I thought it advisable
upon this occasion to make a distinct command; and could not place
them better than under the direction of Sir James Wallace, whose
knowledge of the river, as well as Captain Ommanney's, we fully experienced the advantage of.
The third division of troops were embarked in transports and on
the 4th in the morning left New York under convoy of the Preston and
in the course of the same tide arrived off Tarry Town.
The general embarkation was that night made and the wind being
still favourable the whole, preceded by the squadron under Sir James
Wallace as an advance guard, reached Verplanks Point at noon the day
following and those in the flat boats landed with the appearance only of
an opposition; Sir James Wallace was immediately despatched higher up
the river to cut off the enemy's communications by Peeks Kill Ferry.
The 6th at daybreak the general debarkation took place and all the
troops, except about 400 who were left to secure Verplanks Neck, were
soon landed at Stoney Point upon the opposite shore from whence they
had about twelve miles to march through a mountainous and rugged
road to Fort Clinton and Montgomery.
The ships and transports then moved higher up and anchored opposite Peeks Kill Landing.
In the afternoon the advanced squadron and the two frigates got
under sail and opened Fort Montgomery, with a view only to make an
appearance and thereby to cause a diversion in favour of the attack
which we observed had now begun. Sir James by the help of his oars
got near enough in with the gallies to throw some shot into the Fort.
The cannonading and fire of musketry continued until night, when by a
most spirited exertion a general and vigorous assault was made and the
two important Forts of Clinton and Montgomery fell by storm to His
Majesty's Arms: on which I have the honour to congratulate your
Lordship most sincerely. The rebel frigates are both burnt, with a
galley, and a sloop of ten guns is taken.
The loss on the enemy's side is not yet exactly known but they are
supposed to have had about one hundred killed and two hundred and
fifty taken prisoners. The greatest loss on the side of the King's troops
are about forty killed, among whom are some valuable officers, namely
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, Major Sill, Major Grant and Captain
Stewart, and about one hundred and fifty wounded.
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A summons signed by Sir Henry Clinton and myself was the next
day sent up to Fort Constitution by a flag of truce; which, being fired at,
returned, and determined the General immediately to correct the insult
by an attack. An embarkation was accordingly made on the morning of
the 8th and proceeded up the river for that purpose under cover of the
gallies.
We found upon our arrival the Fort had been abandoned in great
confusion, their barracks burnt, but all their artillery left. The whole
number of cannon taken in the three Forts amount to sixty seven, with
a large quantity of provisions, ammunition and stores of all kinds, to a
very considerable amount. I have directed such part of the chain and
boom as cannot be saved to be destroyed. The construction of both gives
strong proof of labour, industry and skill.
Sir James Wallace with his flying squadron is gone still higher up
the river and if he passes the chevaux de frize at Pollipous Island, he
may do essential service, as there can be nothing to give him any interruption.
When it is considered that this attack was made after a most fatiguing (march?) over precipices and through roads almost impenetrable,
which made it impossible for the troops to avail themselves of the use of
cannon, so necessary for such a purpose, and the little assistance they
could therein promise themselves from the ships, the access through the
highlands to the Forts rendering the approach to them so precarious; it
redounds the more to the credit of an enterprise which was formed and
executed with equal judgement, valour and success.
The Captains, Officers and Men under my command have been so
strenuously zealous in their exertions upon this occasion that every testimony is due from me in approbation of their conduct during this service of fatigue, of which Captain Pownoll has had his share and is well
able to inform your Lorship of every particular.
Since I had the honour of writing to your Lordship by the ZEBRA,
the UNICORN, GALATEA, BRUNE and CERBERUS arrived but
are all of them in great want of repairs and stores. The fifty-gun ship's
people having been employed in the flat boats, will account to your Lordship for their not joining you so soon as you might have expected; but
if the General remains any time here, I shall relieve the BRISTOL'S
flat boat men by some of the frigates, that she may be at liberty to proceed with the next express.
92

I have directed Captain Onslow to carry on the current duty at
York until my return and am to acquaint you that I have appointed Mr.
George Stavert, Surgeon's Second Mate of the PRESTON to act as
Surgeon of the ELEPHANT, till your Lordship's pleasure be known.
I have the honour to be, My Lord,
Your Lordship's most obedient and most humble servant,
(sd)
W. Hotham.
P. S. I have the further pleasure to acquaint your Lordship that General Tryon is just returned from Continental Village where he
has destroyed barracks for 1500 men with stores to a considerable
amount."
(Enclosure No. 7 in Lord Howe's letter of 24 October, 1777)
"PRESTON off Peek's Kiln Creek
15th October 1777
My Lord,
Since I had the honour to write to you by the APOLLO not any
thing material has happened here, but Sir Henry Clinton having occasion to write to the Commander-in-Chief, I take the same opportunity
to acquaint your Lordship that the number of men which would be
necessary for the defence of the more extensive garrison of Fort Montgomery has induced Sir Henry to destroy it and to add some works to
that of Fort Clinton which commanding the first effectually removes all
apprehension from thence and reduces the force necessary to maintain
it to about 800 men. This has enabled him to send a detachment of
about 1600 men up the North River under General Vaughan; Sir James
Wallace who has already explored the river as high as Pakepsy directs
the Naval part consisting of the gallies and small vessels as before; and
Captain Stanhope under him commands the detachment of flat boats
appointed for the occasion. They sailed yesterday and are now above
the chevaux de frize off Pollepus Island, where I have placed the MERCURY to secure the passage against their return, and the CERBERUS
being reported to me as only fit for river service takes her station off
Stoney Point to scour that neck and give her assistance at the same time
to the camp at Verplanks ; the TARTAR flanks the approaches to Fort
Clinton, and the PRESTON lies between the two, within signals of
either.
The principal object of the move up the river is to facilitate the
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motions (whatever they may be) of the Northern Army, and by the
alarm which it will occasion to cause a diversion in their favour.
The UNICORN was to sail today with a convoy of victuallers for
Rhode Island. The GALATEA'S rudder was dropping off and has
been obliged to be unhung, and the BRUNE'S standing as well as running rigging mostly condemned by survey.
I have the honour to be, My Lord,
Your Lordship's most obedient and most humble servant,
(sd)
W. Hotham.
(Enclosure No. 8 in Lord Howe's letter of 24 October 1777)
"St. Albans, New York, 21st October 1777.
My Lord,
My letters of the 15th instant which you will herewith receive were
intended to have been sent by the BRISTOL, who is stopped to proceed
with the convoy directed by your Lordship's letter of the 10th. In consequence of it I have left the command up the North River with Captain
Symons until the return of General Vaughan, when it is intended to
evacuate everything there, as Sir Henry Clinton for the defence of this
place will now stand in need of every man left under his command.
The proceedings of the second expedition up the river your Lordship will see by the enclosed copy of a letter from Sir James Wallace
and one also to Sir Henry Clinton from General Vaughan. The wind
having hung to the Southward ever since has prevented our hearing any
thing farther from them; but as it last night shifted and now blows
strong from the North West it is reasonable to think we shall have them
down, the object of their going up the river seeming to be now over,
without giving credit to the whole of what we hear respecting General
Burgoyne's army.
The two battalions of Anspach were embarked before Sir Henry
Clinton and I left Verplank's Point, and with this wind may be hourly
expected down. The 17th Dragoons, with the convalescent recruits,
Chasseurs and Artillery, will be embarked without loss of time, and
shall all proceed (as they are ready) in separate convoys, which from
the experience I have had of large ones, I consider the surest and most
expeditious way for them to join you. The 7th, 26th and 63rd Regiments are embarked with General Vaughan.
Some of the horse ships are got up to Yard and the rest of the
THAMES'S convoy are with her within the Hook, so that we shall
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not be in any want of transports for the embarkation, nor shall expedition be less wanting to forward it. This gives me an opportunity of
doing the justice I owe to Lieutenant Tonkin the Agent, whose assiduity and resources are felt upon every occasion where his services are
called for.
I have the honour to transmit you this dispatch by Captn. Kennedy, who is charged with Sir Heny. Clinton's to Sir Willm. Howe by
an Armed Vessel of Colonel Shirreff's, the HAERLEM having been
necessarily employed up the river.
I have the honour to be, My Lord,
Your most obedient humble servant,
(sd)
W. Hotham.
(Enclosure No. 9 in Lord Howe's letter of 24 October 7777)
"Gallies & Armed Vessels off Ezopus Creek,
17th October 1777.
Sir,
We proceeded up the river destroying a number of vessels as we
sailed along without stopping till we arrived at Ezopus Creek, where we
found two batteries; one of two guns the other of three guns erected,
and an armed galley at the mouth of the creek who endeavoured to
prevent our passing by their cannonade. General Vaughan was of
opinion such a force should not be left behind. It was determined to
land and destroy them and immediately executed without retarding our
proceeding up the river. The General marched for the town and fired
it: the boats from the armed vessels went up the creek, burnt two brigs,
several large sloops and other craft with all their apparatus that was in
stores upon the shore. Lieut. Clark of the DEPENDENCE with two
or three others in firing the stores was blown up, but we flatter ourselves not dangerously.
The officers and men upon this occasion behaved with the greatest
spirit.
By all our information I am afraid General Burgoyne is retreated
—if not worse.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most humble and most obedient servant,
(signed)
Jas. Wallace.
Commodore Hotham.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE LOG OF DEPENDENCE GALLEY
LIEUT. JAMES CLARK, COMMANDER
OCT. 7 - OCT. 25, 177. IN THE HUDSON RIVER
1777
Oct.

Bearings
Fort Montgomery
N. by E.

Tuesday

Fort Clinton
N. by W.

/2

Wednesday
8

a Cables
Length

Do.

Remarks &c
Fresh breezes and Clear Weathr. these
24 Hours. At P. M. Anchd. here H.
Majesty's Ship PRESTON Commodore Hotham with the MERCURY,
TARTAR, and a number of Transports. at 3 p. m. Weigh'd per Signal in
Compy with the DILIGENT Brig
SPITFIRE, HOTHAM Tender and
CRANE Galley Kept standg. off and
on until 4 p. m. Do. made Sail at
past the Forts Montgomery & Clinton
begun a Cannonading on us at 5 begun
the action per signal at 3/4 past 5 the
Cannonading Ceased the Forts being
both Stormed by our Troops We fired
during the Action 95 twenty four pound
Shot four lbrs round shot at the Forts
and Reble Frigates at 6 p. m. the Reble
Frigates seeing our Troops in Possession
of their Forts they Cut their Cables and
run on shore and set fire to them at 7
p. m. Anchd. per Signal in Compy. as
before Fort Montgomery N. b E. Fort
Clinton N. by W. off shore 1/ 2 a Cables
Length in Compy as before.
Mod. and fair Weathr p. m. received
from His Majesties Ship PRESTON 2
Barrels of Powder & 2 half Barrels of
Do & 100 twenty four lb. round Shot
& 100 24 lb. Cartridges at 3 p. m. sent
the Master to try for a Passage over the
chain at 5 retd not findg Water enough
over for the Galley at 9 a. m. Anchd.
here His Majesties Ship MERCURY
at 11 a. m. the Artificers cut the Chain.
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Thursday
9

Robertsons
Landg.
South
Sugar Loaf
Hill
SSW
Off Shore 1
Cable's length

Light Airs Inclinable to Calm for the
first part middle St latter Mod. Breezes
at 1 p. m. Weigh'd and Row'd up the
River in Compy H. Majt's Galleys
SPITFIRE & CRANE & 22 Flat Boats
with Troops on Board at 5 p. m. the
Troops landed at Fort Constitution
with't any Oposition the Rebels havg.
Evacquated it at 8 p. m. Anch'd with
the best Bower in 9 Fm. Water Butter
Hill N. 1 mile Martoons Rock S. b E
72 a mile in Compy as before at 9 a. m.
Weigh'd and Came' to sail wth Do
Corny at 10 a. m. Anchd. with the best
Bower in 9 Fm. Water Robertsons
Landg. South Sugar Loaf Hill SSW.
Dist. off Shore 1 Cables Length in
Compy. the VIDGELENT Brig SPITFIRE and CRANE Gallies.

Anthony's Nose
SSW
Fort Vaughan
West
Off Shore Y2 a
mile

First Part Fresh Breezes with heavy
Rain Middle and latter Mod. and Clear
Weathr at 11 a. m. came on Board a
Compy. of Coll. Robertsons Battallion
at 11 a. m. Weigh'd in Compy. as before
at Noon Anthony's Nose SSW Fort
Vaughan West, Off shore 172 mile.

Saturday
11

Conshook
lid.
NNE
Y2 a Mile

Mod. Breezes and hazy Weathr. these
24 Hours at 3 p. m. Anch'd per Signal
in Compy. as before in 13 Fm. Water
Veer'd to 1-3 of a Cable Fort Montgomery NNW Anthony's Nose SSE
Off shore 1 Cables Length. Empld.
puttg. the Troops on shore at 9 weigh'd
and Came to sail in Compy as before
At 11 Anch'd with the best Bower in
13 Fm. Water in Compy the Brig and
2 Gallies Conshook Isld NNE Y2 a
Mile.

Sunday
12

Dunsomer Pt.
Wb S
5 or 6 miles

Do Weather these 24 Hours at 3 p. m.
Weigh'd and Came to sail in Compy H.
Majesties Brigg DILIGENT, SPITFIRE and CRANE Galleys at 5 p. m.

Friday
10th
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pass'd the Chivoux de frize Polepers
Isld E b S 3/ of a Mile at 4 p. m.
Anch'd with the best Bower in 12 Fm.
Water Poughkeepsee N b E 2 Miles at
6 a. m. Weigh'd and Came to sail at
8 a. m. sent the Boats on shore Man'd
and Arm'd to burn 2 Reble Vessels and
some store Houses fired 2 twenty four
lb. Shot and 1 four lb. Do. to cover the
Boats at 10 they retd havg. compleeted
what they were sent for at Noon Dounscorner Point W. b S. 5 or 6 Miles.
Monday
13

Dunsomer Pt.
NE 3 miles

Fresh Breezes with shouts of Rain at
times Empld turng. to Windd. at 2 p.
m. sent our Boats Man'd & Arm'd to
Destroy the Reble Vessels that Lay
haul'd up in a Creek fired 10 four lbrs
with round shot and 2 with round and
Grape to Cover the Boats retd havg
Compleeted what they were sent for at
4 p. m. Anch'd in 9 Fm Water with the
best Bower Dounscomer point N. E.
3 miles.

Tuesday
14

Anthony's
Nose
SSE /4 of
a mile.
Fort
Montgomery
WNW 1.
Cables length

Fresh Breezes and fair Weathr these
24 Hours at 1 P. M. Weigh'd in Compy
His Majests Brig SPITFIRE and
CRANE at
past 2 p. m. the Rebles
open'd a Battery on the Heights of New
Windsor fired 3 twenty four lbrs. and
18 four Do with round shot which pass'd
the Battery in passg the above battery
they Wounded our Main Yard and Cut
away the MainTS1 Halliards and Larboard Fe sheet and several of the running Rigging and the after Leach of the
Main sail at 5 p. rp. Anch'd with the
best Bower in 26 Fm. Water Anthony's
SSE
of a Mile Fort Montgomery
WNW 1 Cables Length. At 9 a. m.
the Commodore made the signal to
Weigh Endeavouring to Weigh parted
the best Bower in the Hause by which
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means the Anchor was lost with 26 Fm
of Cable and the Bouy Rope Row'd in
shore and lash'd alongside of a hulk
Compleeted our Water
Anch'd here
several Transports.
Mod. and Hazy Weather these 24
Hours at 4 p. m. Cast off from the
Hulk and made Sail in Compy 13
Transports at 10 p. m. Anch'd with the
small Bower in 6 Fm. Water in Compy
His Majesties Brig DILIGENT SPITFIRE and CRANE Galley and 13
Transports Poleppers IsId NW Butter hill south 1 mile at 9 a. m. Weigh'd
per signal in Compy as before at 3/2 past
Passed the Chiveoux de frize brought
too to wait for the Transports at 11
made sail at Pokeepsy Landg NNE 3
or 4 miles in Compy the Fleet.

Wednesday
15

Pokeepsey
Landg NNE
3 or 4 miles

Thursday
16

Esopas Creek
Mod. Breezes and fair Weather these 24
W. b S. 1 Mile Hours in Compy the Fleet at 4 p. m.
burnt 3 Reble sloops at 8 p. m. Anchor'd
per signal in 16 Fm Water Esopas
Meaddow North 2 Miles at 9 a. m.
Weigh'd per Signal in Company the
Fleet at 1/ 2 past 10 a. m. the Rebles
begun to Cannonade us from their Battery at the Mouth of Esopas Creek fired
9 twenty four lbrs round shot at the
Battery and Reble Galley that were
playing on us at 11 Pass'd the Enemies
Batterys brought too for the Transports
at Noon the Enemies Batteries at the
Entrance of Esopas Creek W. b S. 1
Mile Fir'd 24 four pounders with
Round and Grape to scouer the Woods.

Friday
17

Contin's
Isld N.
Y2 a mile

First Light Breezes and fair Middle and
latter Calm at 1 p. m. Stood close in
shore at Y2 past 1 p. m. Anchor'd with
the small Bower in 5 Fms Water Contins IsId south off shore 50 yards in
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Compy the DILIGENT Brig and
SPITFIRE Galley at 2 the signal was
made for Landg. Do. fired 13 twenty
four lbrs with round and Canister and
28 four lbrs. with Round and Grape at
3 p. m. the Troops were all Landed and
met with very little opposition at Y2
past 3 Weigh'd and Row'd down to the
Mouth of Esopas Creek. Anch'd with
the small Bower in 2 Fm Water Contins
Isld N Y2 a mile at 4 the Commodore
made the signal for all Boats man'd and
Arm'd to go on shore to Destroy the
Reble stores and Magazine at 6 the
Boats retd. havg. compleeted what they
were sent for with the Lieut. and Master and 3 Men very badly Wounded at
11 p. m. the Troops all Embark'd havg.
burnt the Town of Kingston and several
Magazines of Proviss. A. M. Empld.
Occasy.
Saturday
18

Sleepskine
Isld. N. b E.
1 mile.

Light Breezes and Vble at 9 a. m.
Weigh'd and came to sail in Compy with
the Fleet at 11 Anchor'd with the small
Bower in 4 Fm. Water Sleepskine IsId
N. by E. 1 mile in Compy as before at
Noon a Detachmt. of the Army Landed
to Destroy some stores Fired 3 twenty
four lbrs to Cover their Landg.

Sunday
19

Slipskine Isld.
SSE 2 miles

Do Weather these 24 Hours at 1 p. m.
the Troops Embark'd at 3/2 past weigh'd
per signal in Compy as before at 3 p.
m. anchd per signal in 9 Fms Water
Slipskine IsId SSE 2 miles at 4 p. m.
sent the Boats Mann'd and Arm'd to
Destroy some Reble Store on Livingstons Manner a. m. Lower'd Down the
Main Yard to mend the Main Sail.

Monday
20

Do.

Do Weather these 24 Hours sailmakers
Empld repairg. the Main sail sent the
Boats on shore Man'd and Arm'd per
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Signal to burn 2 Reble Vessels at 5 p. m.
fired 5 four lbrs. round and Grape to
Cover our Boats whilst Destroying the
Reble Vessels at 6 p. m. the Boats retd.
havg. Compleeted what they were sent
A. M. sail makers empld on the Main
sail
Do.

Fresh Gales and Cloudy Weather these
24 hours Sailmakers Empld as before
A. M. sailmakers finished the Main Sail
Do bent it & sway'd up the Yard.

Wednesday
22

Slipskin Isld
N. 1 mile.

Fresh Gales and hazy Weathr. these 24
hours p. m. Empld. makg. Wadds at
10 a. m. Weigh'd per Signal in Compy
with the Fleet at Noon Slipskin Isld.
N. 1 mile.

Thursday
23

Esopas
N 2 cables
length.

Light Breezes and hazy at 6 p. m.
Anch'd per signal in 9 Fm Water Slipskin Isld N. b E. 5 or 6 Miles in
Compy with the Fleet at 9 a. m. Weig'd
per Signal in Compy as before at 11 a.
m. saw the Rebel Army posting themselves Advantageously behind the
Heights of Pokeepsy brought too to
scour the Narrow Pass between Esopas
Meadow and the heights that the enemy
were posted upon fired 14 four lbrs.
with round and Grape at them whilst
the Transports were passg. at Noon
Esopas N. 2 cables Lengths.

Friday
24

New Windsor
NNW
Pelopars Isld.
N. b E Y2 mile

Light breezes and hazy Weather these
24 hours at 1 p. m. the Enemy open'd a
5 Gun Battery on the Transports Do
brought too with the SPITFIRE and
CRANE Galleys and Cannonaded the
battery whilst the Transports were passing fired 14 twenty four lbrs at the Reble
Battery at 2 p. m. the Fleet pass'd made
sail at 11 p. m. Anch'd per Signal with
the small Bower in 9 Fm water Pelopers

Tuesday
21
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Isld SSE 4 or 5 miles in Comp with the
Fleet at 10 p. m. His Majesties Brig
DILIGENT Run foul on us and Carrd
away our Mizen Mast and Mizen Yard
Empld Clearg the Wreck and gettg the
Mizen unbent from the Yard by which
we lost the Mizen Mast being broke in
5 Pieces A. M. sailmakers Empld Repairg the Mizen where it was tore at
7 a. m. Weigh'd per Signal in Compy
as before at 10 a. m. Anch'd per Signal
with the small Bower in 8 Fm Water
New Windsor NNW Pelopers IsId N.
b E. 3/2 a mile found riding there His
Majesties Ship MERCURY in Compy
with the Fleet.
Saturday
25

Fort
Constitution
SSE. 2 Miles.

Fresh Breezes and hazy Weathr. at 2
p. m. Weighd per signal at 3 p. m.
brought too whilst the Transports were
passing Butter hill fired 17 four lbrs.
with round and Grape and 2 twenty four
lbrs with Do at a Party of Rebles who
had posted themselves on the above hill
at 4 p. m. made sail at 5 p. m. parted
Compy with the Fleet at 6 p. m. Anchd
with the small Bower in 15 Fm Water
Fort Constitution SSE 2 Miles in
Compy His Majesties Brig DILIGENT.

EXTRACTS FROM THE LOG OF
HMS PRESTON - CAPT. SAMI UPPLEBY
(Bd Pendant of Commodore Hotham)
7-29 October 1777 - In the Hudson River
October 1777 Pecks Kiln
At 1 p. m. Anchd wth the Bt Br in Peeks
ENE
Kiln Bay. At 4 the Galleys Wd and
Tuesday
Fort
sailed towards Fort Montgomery. At
7
Independence
5 the Frigates got under Sail At 11 p.
NbEY2 ESz m. heard several Guns fired up the RivButter Hill
er.
NW.
At 1 a. m. Capt. Pownall came on board
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with the Accounts of the Forts Montgomery and Clinton being taken.
Supplied the DEPENDANCE Galley
wth 3 Bls. of Powder 100-Twenty four
lb shot & 100 Twenty four lb. Cartridges.
At 6 sent all the Flat Boats and Batteaux to Fort Montgomery. . .
Wednesday
8

do.

. . . At 2 p. m. the TARTAR and
MERCURY sail'd to Fort Montgomery.
At 3 the HOTHAM Tender Anchd
here . . .

Thursday
9

do.

. . .At 9 sent a Box of Money No. 42 on
board the HOTHAM Tender.
At Noon the MERCURY Anchd here.

Friday 10

do.

. . . the MERCURY and a Transport
sailed hence.

Saturday 11

do.

Sunday 12

do.

. . . P. M. several Vessels from New
York Anchd here. Recd on bd three
Six pounders and some Iron from the
MONTGOMERY Frigate Burnt . .

Monday 13

do.

. . . P. M. Anchor'd here the HOTHAM & GIMCRACK Tenders . . .
Sent . . . one Box of Money on board
the GIMCRACK Tender.

Tuesday 14

do.

. . . P. M. several Transports sail'd up
the River with the Galleys. At 10
Weigh'd and drop'd further up . . .

Wednesday
15

do.

. . Anchor'd here H. M. Ship CERBRUS
E
Sz the GIMCRACK & STANLEY Tenders . . .

Thursday 16

do.

. . . the CERBERUS Sail'cl down and
the MERCURY up the River. .
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Friday 17

do.

. P. M. the MYRTLE Transpt sail'd
up the River.

Saturday 18

do.

. . . At 11 H. M. Armed Sloop HAERLE1V1 passed up the River.

Sunday 19

Fort
Independence
NNE
E
Varplank Pt.
SE b. S.
Topham Bluff
SSE
Kings Ferry
South

. . . Anchor'd the HAERLEM. At
Midnight the HOTHAM Tender did
the same . . . At 2 A M the HAERLEM and HOTHAM Sailed up the
River. At 8 weigh'd and came to sail
. . . Warp'd the ship into the Middle of
the stream & Anchor'd again . . . Found
riding here H. M. Ship CERBERUS
& the RAVEN Sloop with some Transports . . .

Monday 20

Haverstraw
Town S b W
& Topham
Bluff SSW.

. . . At 4 p. m. His Majesty's Sloop
RAVEN passed up the River. . .
At 5 Weigh'd and drop'd below Verplank Point . . . 3/2 past 9 Weigh'd . . .
and drop'd down with the Tide into
Haverstraw Bay & Anch'd in 5 fath.

Tuesday 21 Tarry Town
NE.

. . . At 4 p. m. Weigh'd & drop'd down
with the Tide . . . At 6 Achd with the
Bt Br . . .
At 7 a. m. . . weig'd and came to sail . .

Wednesday
22

Greenwich
Point
NNE 72 E

. . . 72 past 6 Anchor'd with the Small
Bower off New York.

Thursday 23 Moored off
New York.

. . . . Anchor'd here HMShip THAMES
and several Transports . . .
At 7 made the EXPERIMENTS Signal for a Lieut. . . .

Friday 24

do.

Saturday 25

do.

. . . Made . . . the Signal for a Lieut
from the BRISTOL, ST. ALBANS &
EXPERIMENT . . .
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Sunday 26

do.

. . . Made the Signal for a Lieut. from
the ST. ALBANS

Monday 27

do.

. . . P. M. His Majesty's Ships CERBERUS and TARTAR with several
Transports came down the N. River and
Anchd here our Small Gunboat returned . . .

Tuesday 28

do.

' . P. M. the DILIGENT Brig &
DEPENDANCE Galley anchor'd here
• • •

Wednesday
29

do.

. . . P. M. . . the CRANE Galley pass'd
by us having lost both her Anchors &
ran ashore upon Governor's Island.
Made the Signal for Different Ships to
send her Assistance. the SPITFIRE
Galley came down and Anchor'd. .
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