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OCCASIONAL PUBLICATIONS 

OF THE 

DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

1916—PAMPHLET: Troutbeck, A Dutchess County Homestead; by 
Charles E. Benton. Out of print. 

1924—COLLECTIONS: VOL. I; Poughkeepsie, The Origin and Meaning 
of the Word; by Helen Wilkinson Reynolds. 

1924—COLLECTIONS, VOL. II; Old Gravestones of Dutchess County, 
New York; collected and edited by J. Wilson Poucher, M. D., 
and Helen Wilkinson Reynolds. 

1928—COLLECTIONS, VOL. III; Records of the Town of Hyde Park, 
Dutchess County, New York; edited by Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Edition exhausted. 

1930—COLLECTIONS, VOL. IV; Notices of Marriages and Deaths in 
Newspapers printed at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 1778-1825; com-
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address: Mrs. Amy Ver Nooy, Assistant Secretary, Dutchess 
County Historical Society, Adriance Memorial Library, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
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SECRETARY'S MINUTES 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FEBRUARY 28, 1940 

A meeting of the Board of Trus-
tees of the Dutchess County His-
torical Society was held on Wed-
nesday afternoon, February 28, in 
the Local History Room of the Ad-
riance Memorial Library, Pough-
keepsie. 

Present: President Reese, Vice-
President Baldwin, Trustees De 
La Vergne, Guernsey, Husted, 
Mylod, F. Poucher, Reynolds and 
Van Kleeck, the Secretary, the 
Treasurer and the Assistant Secre-
tary. 

The minutes of the last meeting 
of the Board of Trustees, held 
May 25, 1939, were read and ap-
proved. 

The President stated that the 
purpose of the meeting was to dis-
cuss plans for the annual meeting. 
Miss Reynolds said that plans had 
been partly made for the spring 
meeting to be held early in June in 
the neighborhood of Pleasant Plains 
and she suggested that Mr. George 
S. Van Vliet might be willing to 
make an historical address on that 
occasion. Dr. Baldwin read a let-
ter from Dr. IVIacCracken, Presi-
dent of Vassar College, inviting the 
society to help celebrate the seven-
ty-fifth anniversary of the founding 
of the college. After discussion it 
was decided that the committee 
complete its plans for the annual 
meeting to be held during the first 
week in June at Pleasant Plains 
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and Dr. Baldwin was appointed 
chairman of a committee, with 
power, to make plans for a meeting 
to be held on some date early in 
May at the college. 

Tentative suggestions were made 
for the pilgrimage in the fall and 
for the fall meeting but no definite 
arrangements were made at this 
time. Arrangements for the pil-
grimage were left with the pilgrim-
age committee and Mr. Reese was 
appointed to secure a speaker for 
the fall meeting. 

The secretary announced that 
the society had lost two members by 
death and two by resignation. He 
also reported that Mr. Ross Has-
brouck was resigning from the 
Board of Trustees because of in-
ability to attend the meetings. It 
was moved and seconded that this 
report be accepted with regret. 

A nominating committee, consist-
ing of Mr. Guernsey, Dr. Poucher 
and Mr. Van Kleeck, was appoint-
ed to nominate a successor to Mr. 
Hasbrouck on the Board of Trus-
tees. 

The Treasurer reported that the 
society had received $100 more in 
dues than had been received at this 
date last year. 

The following names were pro-
posed for membership and were 
duly elected:'  Mr. James Aspbury, 
Mr. Vernon Lamson, Mrs. Vernon 
Lamson, Miss Charlotte McKin-



ley, Mrs. Edward K. Mills, Mr. the meeting adjourned. 
Charles Gordon Post. J. WILSON POUCHER, 

There being no further business, Secretary. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

MAY 25, 1940 

The annual meeting of the 
Dutchess County Historical Society 
was held on Saturday, May 25, at 
2 o'clock in the Aula, Vassar Col-
lege, Poughkeepsie. The meeting 
was preceded by a luncheon in the 
main dining room, where the mem-
bers of the society were welcomed by 
the Warden, Miss Eleanor Dodge, 
in place of Dr. MacCracken, presi-
dent of the college. She explained 
that Dr. MacCracken was in New 
York but that he was returning at 
three o'clock to lead in a tour of 
the campus. There were 155 mem-
bers and guests present at the 
luncheon, most of whom attended 
the business meeting. 

Immediately after the luncheon 
the group adjourned to the Aula 
where President Reese introduced 
Miss Cornelia Raymond, the 
daughter of Dr. John H. Ray-
mond, president of Vassar College 
from 1864 until 1878. She told 
of her life at Vassar College when 
she was a child and read some ex-
cerpts from her diary which she had 
kept while a student at Vassar. The 
audience was much interested and 
very much enjoyed Miss Ray-
mond's talk. 

After Miss Raymond had left 
the business meeting was opened by 
Mr. Reese. He said that the mem-
bers of the society were pleased to 
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accept the invitation of the college 
to help celebrate its 75th annivers-
ary. He explained that plans had 
been made to hold the spring meet-
ing at Pleasant Plains but that 
these plans had been postponed un-
til 1941. 

'The minutes of the semi-annual 
meeting, held October 20, 1939, 
and of the meeting of a Board of 
Trustees, held February 28, 1940, 
were read and approved. 

The report of the Secretary was 
read and listed the following items 
which had been received by gift 
and exchange: 

New York History, the quarter-
ly of the New York State Histor-
ical Association, New York His-
torical Society quarterly bulletin, 
Columbia County Historical So-
ciety quarterly, the Bulletin of the 
Long Island Historical Society, the 
Bulletin of the Conference of His-
torical Societies, Pennsylvania His-
torical Magazine, The Koon or 
Coon Families of Eastern New 
York, by Kate Koon Bovey, and 
Sir William Johnson Papers, Vol. 
9, published by the University of 
the State of New York. 

The Secretary's report further 
stated that the society had lost sev-
eral members by resignation and 
the following members by death: 
Mr. Albert J. Caldwell, Mrs. John 



W. Courtney, Mr. Joseph A. 
Daughton, Mrs. Robert Dean, 
Mrs. Arthur deGaris, The Rev. 
Walter A. Edwards, Mrs. Harry 
Harkness Flagler, Mr. Frank Her-
rick, The Rev. Dr. John N. Lewis, 
Mr. Richard J. Maloney, Mrs. 
Theodore W. Neumann, Mr. Hen-
ry W. Rogers and Mr. DeCost 
Smith. 

The Treasurer, Mrs. Waterman, 
gave her report, which was accept-
ed as read and follows these min-
utes. 

Miss Reynolds, for the Year 
Book Committee, reported that the 
material for the 1940 issue was be-
ing assembled and that it indicated 
an interesting number for this year. 

Miss Reynolds also reported, for 
the Pilgrimage Committee, that 
plans were being made to visit the 
Pieter Bronck house, located at 
West Coxsackie. She told some-
thing of the Bronck family and said 
that the house was supposedly the 
oldest habitable house still standing 
in the Hudson Valley. She said 
that a definite date had not yet 
been set for the pilgrimage but that 
it would be held about the middle 
of the month of September. 

For the Nominating Committee, 
Dr. Poucher reported that the com-
mittee wished to propose the name 
of Mrs. Stuart Anderson as a trus-
tee to succeed Mr. Ross Hasbrouck, 
resigned, and the name of Mr. An-
drew C. Zabriskie, as a vice-presi-
dent, representing the town of Red 
Hook. 

Dr. Baldwin took the chair and 
said that he would receive nomina-
tions for the executive offices of the 
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society. A motion was made and 
seconded that the Secretary cast 
one ballot to re-elect those officers 
whose terms had expired. Accord-
ingly, the officers were re-elected 
and Mr. Chester Husted, Mr. 
Henry T. Hackett, Mr. Ronald 
Bogle and Mrs. Stuart Anderson 
were elected to the Board of Trus-
tees in the class of 1944, and Mr. 
Andrew C. Zabriskie was elected 
a vice-president, representing the 
town of Red Hook. 

The names of the following new 
members were proposed and they 
were elected annual members of the 
society: Mrs. Charles Boos, Mrs. 
Ellison Capers, Mrs. Elsa B. 
Grove, Mrs. John T. Hepworth, 
The Reverend Christian B. Jensen, 
Mrs. Raymond Lyons, Mrs. Har-
ris S. Reynolds, Mr. Leland H. 
Shaw, Mrs. John E. Taylor and 
Mr. Jackson Wing. 

Miss Reynolds introduced Miss 
Helen Douglas who explained that 
a group of eight Vassar College 
seniors were planning to tour the 
Hudson Valley during the summer 
presenting a series of short plays 
based on episodes in local history. 
They planned to call themselves the 
Valley Vagabonds. 

Dr. Peckham announced that the 
Trustees of Vassar Brothers Insti-
tute had discovered that they had a 
number of copies of the facsimilie 
reproduction of "The Debates and 
Proceedings of the Convention of 
the State of New York, assembled 
at Poughkeepsie on the 17th June, 
1788". He said that although a 
price • had not yet been set, these 
would be for sale and that members 



interested could examine a copy at 
the Adriance Memorial Library, 
Poughkeepsie. 

Dr. Baldwin told of the cere-
mony conducted by this society at 
the grave of the Hon. Smith 
Thompson in observance of the 

150th anniversary of the founding 
of the United States Supreme 
Court. 

The meeting closed with a rising 
vote of thanks to Vassar College. 

J. WILSON POUCHER, 
Secretary. 

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 

OCTOBER 18, 1940 

The semi-annual meeting of the 
Dutchess County Historical Society 
was held on Friday, October 18, at 
11.30 a. m:. at the Nelson House, 
Poughkeepsie. About fifty mem-
bers were in attendance at the busi-
ness meeting. 

The meeting was called to order 
by the President. 

In the absence of the Secretary, 
the minutes of the annual meeting, 
held May 25 in the Aula at Vassar 
College, were read by the Assistant 
Secretary. These minutes were ap-
proved. 

The report of the Secretary was 
read and listed the following items 
which had been received by gift and 
exchange: New York History (the 
quarterly of the New York State 
Hitsorical Association), the New 
York Historical Society, The 
American Archivist, April 1940, 
Utah Genealogical and Historical 
Magazine, April and July, 1940, 
Scenic and Historic America (the 
bulletin of the American Scenic and 
Historic Preservation Society) 
May 1940, several copies of Vrij 
Nederland for August 17, 1940, 
The New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Record, October 1940. 
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The Secretary also reported that 
there had been three resignations 
and that the society had lost the 
following members by death: Miss 
Lillian 0. Estabrook, Mrs. G. A. 
Hadsell, Miss Jessie Lown and 
Mr. 0. C. Pinckney. 

The report of the Treasurer was 
given by Mrs. Waterman. It was 
accepted as read and follows these 
minutes. 

Miss Reynolds reported for the 
Year Book Committee that the is-
sue for this year was practically 
completed and that it would be in 
the mail early in December. The 
President spoke of the excellent 
quality of our year book and con-
gratulated Miss Reynolds oh her 
work. The members present took 
occasion to applaud Mr. Reese's 
remarks. 

Miss Reynolds also reported for 
the Pilgrimage Committee. She 
said that the attendance this year of 
about one hundred persons had not 
been as large as on occasions when 
the destination had not been so far 
but that those members who had 
attended had experienced a most 
enjoyable day. She suggested that 
a letter be sent to the Greene Coun-



ty Historical Society expressing the 
appreciation of this society for the 
kindnesses extended on September 
14. 

The names of the following per-
sons were presented and they were 
elected to membership: Mrs. Had-
ley H. Benson, Mr. John W. 
Boyce, Miss Edna J. Gilmore, 
Mrs. Charles H. Hanford, Mrs. 
Charles Jones, Mr. Edward J. Ko-
vacs, Mr. George F. Reed, Miss 
Elizabeth Sany and Miss Florence 
A. -Williams. 

The President spoke of the ill-
ness of Dr. Poucher and expressed 
the regret of the officers and mem-
bers that he was not able to attend 
this meeting. He said that the so-
ciety was planning to send some 
flowers to the doctor and invited 
any of the members present to con-
tribute a small amount toward 
their purchase. Mr. George Van 
Vliet rose to comment that Dr. 
Poucher was one of three surviving 
charter members of this society. 

The President asked if any plans 
had been made for the spring meet-
ing and Miss Reynolds spoke of the 
one hundredth anniversary of the 
Dutchess County Agricultural So-
ciety which would be celebrated 
and which had been brought to her 
attention by Mr. Benson Frost, 
president of that organization. 

Mention was also made of the fact 
that the Reformed Dutch Church-
es •of Fishkill and Poughkeepsie 
would celebrate in 1941 the two-
hundred and twenty-fifth annivers-
ary of the founding of those church-
es. It was also reported that in 
1941 the Poughkeepsie Library 
would celebrate the one hundredth 
anniversary of its establishment. 
The President suggested that plans 
for a spring meeting to be held at 
Pleasant Plains be left to the Board 
of Trustees. 

There being no further business, 
the motion was made and seconded 
that the meeting adjourn to the 
dining room where luncheon was 
served to 102 guests. 

After the luncheon the President 
presented Dr. Alexander J. Wall, 
Director of the New York Histor-
ical Society, who described the 
building, the collections and work 
of the New York Historical Soci-
ety and gave a brief history of the 
society since its organization in 
1804. 

Mr. Reese expressed the appre-
ciation of the society to Dr. Wall 
for his interesting address and the 
meeting dispersed with a rising vote 
of thanks to the speaker. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 

TREASURER 
DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MAY 25, 1940 

PERMANENT ACCOUNT 
Balance on hand October 20th, 1939  $ 868.97 
Interest to January 1st, 1940   6.51 

Total $ 875.48 
CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Balance on hand October 20th, 1939  $1,429.71 
Received as dues and Year Book sales  1,064.25 

 $2,493.96 
DISBURSEMENTS 

Lansing Broas & Company   5.95 
J. W. Poucher (Clinton memorial wreath)   3.00 
J. W. Poucher (postage)   2.00 
Rhinebeck Gazette (Year Book, envelopes and ex-

press)   311.90 
Lansing Broas & Company (1000 envelopes)   32.80
H. W. Reynolds (editing Year Book)  200.00 
K. B. Waterman (labeling, carting and mailing Year 

Books)   14.00 
Postmaster C. I. Lavery (postage on Year Books)   20.32 
F. B. Howard (plates for Year Book)  66.09 
Amy Ver Nooy (honorarium Assistant Secretary)   50.00 
Allen Frost (honorarium as Curator)   25.00 
K. B. Waterman (honorarium as Treasurer)   50.00 
Rhinebeck Gazette copyright money order  2.06 
New York State Historical Society dues  3.00 
K. B. Waterman (postage)   3.00 
W. Willis Reese (sale of his book) 18th Century 

Records Dutchess County, N Y  10.25 
J. W. Poucher (sale of his book) Old Grave Stones 

Dutchess Co., N Y   20.00 
H. W. Reynolds (postage)   5.00 
Amy Ver Nooy (reply post cards)   24.00 

Total Disbursements  $ 848.37 

Balance on hand May 25th, 1940  $1,645.59 
Respectfully Submitted, 

KATHERINE B. WATERMAN, 
Treasurer. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT 

TREASURER 

DUTCHESS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OCTOBER 18, 1940 

PERMANENT ACCOUNT 

Balance on hand May 25, 1940 $875.48 
Interest to July 1st, 1940   6.56 

Total  $882.04 

CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Balance on hand May 25, 1940  $1,645.59 
Received as dues and sales of Year Book  142.50 

$1,788.09 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Printed post cards  12.15 
Balance on Year Book  57.99 
Honorarium, Assistant Secretary  50.00 
Honorarium, Curator  25.00 
Honorarium, Treasurer  50.00 
Postage, Executive-Secretary  2.50 
B illheads  3.50 
Programs, Pilgrimage  11.50 
Glebe House, through Junior League  120.00 

$ 332.64-

Balance on hand October 18, 1940  $1,455.45 

Respectfully submitted, 

KATHERINE B. WATERMAN, 

Treasurer. 
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THE ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE 

The pilgrimage of 1940 was the 
twenty-third excursion of the kind 
that has been made by the Dutchess 
County Historical Society and, like 
its predecessors, it served to provide 
both pleasure and information. By 
means of these annual outings the 
members of the society have cer-
tainly become more widely ac-
quainted with places of historical 
interest, not only in Dutchess 
County, but in the region of Hud-
son's river as a whole. The Bronck 
homestead in Greene County was 
the place visited on September 14th, 
and beautiful autumn weather fav-
ored the occasion. In attendance 
the day was less successful, inas-
much as 40 cars and 125 pilgrims 
are but half of the 68 cars and 250 
pilgrims counted in 1939 at The 
Hermitage and Teviotdale in Col-
umbia County. However the drop 
in attendance would seem to be at-
tributable, not to decreased inter-
est, but to the fact that, in Dutch-
ess, at least three organizations 
were sponsoring major events on 
the 14th that drew away many de-
pendable members of the D. C. H. 
S., and, beside such engagements, a 
number undoubtedly were held 
back by the distance from home of 
the trip into Greene County. 

On another page will be found a 
copy of a paper, written by Mrs. 
Jessie Van Vechten Vedder, and 
read to the members of the D. C. 
H. S. by Miss Barbara Parker 
Smith, a junior member of the 
Greene County Historical Society. 
The modest, thoughtful little girl 
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of twelve years made a most de-
lightful impression on her hearers 
and afforded a striking illustration 
of the kind of thing needed to be 
done in Dutchess, where active ef-
fort to interest the coming genera-
tion in the local background is 
greatly needed. 

Below is appended a copy of the 
official program. 

TWENTY-THIRD PILGRIMAGE 

of the 
DUTCH ESS COUNTY HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

Saturday, September 14, 1940 
Daylight Saving Time 

Basket Lunches 

PLAN OF PILGRIMAGE 

On its twenty-third annual pil-
grimage the Dutchess County His-
torical Society will visit the ancient 
homestead of the Bronck family, 
situated in Greene County. The 
house and sixteen acres of ground 
attached to it were given by the late 
Leonard Bronck Lampman of New 
York City (recently deceased) to 
the Greene County Historical So-
ciety and that organization will act 
as host to the visitors from Dutch-
ess. 

Early in the seventeenth century 
Jonas Bronck came from Denmark 
to New Netherland. He establish-
ed his home in what is now the up-
per part of New York City and his 
property was known as "Bronck's 
land." From that designation has 
come the modern term "Bronx" or 
"the Bronx". 



Jonas Bronck's son, Pieter, went 
from Bronck's land to Albany 
(where he prospered) and from 
Albany moved south on the west 
side of Hudson's river to the vicin-
ity of the present West Coxsackie. 
There about 1663 he built a stone 
house, which is standing intact to-
day and which is perhaps the oldest 
habitable structure now left in the 
region of the Hudson. Some of 
Pieter Bronck's descendants built a 
brick house in 1738 that is con-
nected with the stone house by a 
passage-way. In 1792 an addition 
of stone was made to the original 
house. 

ROUTE OF PILGRIMAGE 

For various practical reasons it 
seemed best to the pilgrimage com-
mittee to omit the assembly of cars 
at a rendezvous and the conducted 
procession to destination that have 
been necessary in other years. 

Pilgrims of 1940 will cross the 
Hudson from Dutchess at any pre-
ferred point and take Route 9W 
northward. 

About eight miles north of the 
Rip Van Winkle Bridge a sign 
marked: Dutchess County Histor-
ical Society will be placed on •the 
west side of the road at a place 
where the new concrete leaves a 
strip of old road-course. 

Pilgrims will turn left at the 
sign and proceed a short distance on 
the old dirt road to the Bronck 
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house. The house is in sight from 
the left turn. Immediately oppos-
ite the left turn, on the concrete 
road, is a large building, recently 
constructed, occupied as a State of 
New York vocational institute, 
which will serve drivers as a land-
mark. 

There is ample parking space 
surrounding the Bronck house. 

PROGRAM 

11:30 A. M. cars due at Bronck 
house. 

Pilgrims will gather near the 
house to listen to the story of the 
place, which will be told by Miss 
Barbara Parker Smith of the 
Green County Historical Society. 

After the address the house will 
be visited. 

At individual convenience bas-
ket-lunches will then be enjoyed. 

Pilgrims will disperse at individ-
ual convenience. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS - 

To Mrs. J. V. V. Vedder, His-
torian of Greene County and Cus-
todian of Bronck House, and to the 
officers and members of the Greene 
County Historical Society thanks 
are offered most sincerely for the 
hospitality and cooperation extend-
ed by them to the Dutchess County 
Historical Society on the occasion 
of its twenty-third annual historical 
pilgrimage. 



THE HOMESTEAD OF THE BRONCK FAMILY 

IN GREENE COUNTY, NEW YORK 

It was in 1639, or 301 years ago, that Jonas Bronck came to this 
country from Holland in the "ship Fire of Troy, bringing his family's 
female servants and stock". He settled on the Harlem river and from 
him the Bronx of today received its name. 

The events of the short life of Jonas Bronck in this country are too 
well known to need repitition here. He was killed by Indians in 1643, 
five years after his arrival, leaving a widow and one son Peter. 

The nationality of Jonas has never been fully proven. The fact 
that he left a Danish library of 20 volumes and that he was a friend of 
Knyter, a Danish officer seems to some of his descendants to be sufficient 
proof that he was a Dane. Others claim that his father was Martin 
Jaspersen Bronck from Stockholm, Sweden. He was educated in Copen-
hagen and married in Holland, his earliest known ancestor a missionary 
to the Faro Islands. 

The widow of Jonas "married Arent Van Corlear or Cuyier, a close 
friend of Jonas" and they made their home at Schenectady. 

Peter, the son, it is said, married Hillitji Tyssink on a visit to Hol-
land and their son Jan was born in Beverwyck or Albany. An older son 
Pieter married an Indian princess, was disinherited, "went into the wil-
derness with the tribe" and nothing further is known of him. 

In 1662 Pieter purchased of the Indians the land known as Bronk's 
Patent at what is now Coxsackie and was to pay in certain goods, 
'amounting to 150 guilders in beavers of which, he was to pay half the 
next May when he shall come to live there and the other half on the first 
day of May 1663." 

The age of the present stone house has been a matter of dispute but 
the above shows that a house was built at that date, and a careful study 
of its construction and surroundings shows the lower part at least to be 
of great age. Family tradition also bears out this statement. The upper 
part may have been just a loft and raised to its present height, which is 

*This paper was written by Mrs. Jessie Van Vechten Vedder, Historian of 
'Greene County and Custodian of the Bronck house and was read to the Dutchess 
'County Historical Society September 14, 1940, by Barbara Parker Smith, a 
twelve-year-old member of the Greene County Historical Society. 
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unusual, when the western (stone) part was added. This addition bears 
the date of 1792, but this date was known by the family to be that of 
rebuilding or repairing. The original date. was probably 1685, a date 
scratched upon a beam in the upper room of the first building. Jan 
married in 1683 and would need more room for a growing family. Tra-
dition should have some weight when a given family has been in possess-
ion of an estate from its first purchase. This was a family of lawyers 
and statesmen not likely to have been given to making statements not 
founded on facts. 

In 1662 Pieter Bronck advertised his houses, lots, and brewery in 
Beverwyck, now Albany, and thereafter spent seed time and harvest at 
least, on his farm in "Kocks Hacky", as shown by "Court Records Vol. 
3" at Albany. When a dispute arose over boundary lines a witne§s tes-
tified as follows: "Sarah, the wife of Dirk Hardrix, aged 45 years, being 
sworn, says that, the year before the ice flow (1665 or 6), she went a 
short distance with Hillitje Bronk and the Indian proprietor of the land 
.at Coxhacky to see the bounds marked, but that Hillitje on the way got 
a pain in her back, so that she and Hillitje did not go any father on the 
land than to the oak tree, and then turned back. Later her husband, 
Pieter Bronk, and Shakemose the Indian, came home and she saw that 
he received his last payment for the land at that time". Another witness 
bears testimony of Pieter Bronk plowing in the field near his house. 

Inasmuch as Pieter's father, Jonas, was killed by Indians at what 
is now the Bronx, N. Y., Pieter would not have been likely to have had 
a house of logs in a new and unsettled country, with Indians all around 
him, and plenty of stone to build his dwelling. So far as known, no 
other patentee in the valley portion of Greene County built of logs, but 
small houses of stone, which were added to when the land was cleared 
and a permanent home established. 

It seems safe to state that Pieter and Hillitje with their children 
were the fi rst to occupy the stone house. Pieter lived but six years after 
his purchase from the Indians for in June 1669, the "Deacon's account 
book of the Albany Dutch church shows two skeppes of wheat from the 
widow of Pieter Bronk for the pall". This would also indicate that the 
family lived at Albany during the winters, and Hillitje owned property 
there at that time. 

In the corner of the lower room, in'the old house is a small trap door 
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with hand-made lock which now leads only to a cellar, but, tradition has 
it, that it led to a hiding place for the women and children when Indians 
were on the war path. Today at the foot of the stairway, there is a 
space, the size of a door, walled up with small flat stones, different from 
those in the main wall which may have led to a secret passage way or 
hiding place, for the present cellar to which it leads is low and dark and 
under a passage way between the two houses one of which did not exist 
at that time. The story is told of this small cellar, that it was a place 
where slaves were put for punishment and the raised stone platform 
where they were obliged to sleep. The raised platform was, undoubted-
ly, for cider and wine barrels. Every house of any size had its cider and 
wine cellar. Slaves may have been put in this place, temporarily, for 
punishment. 

At the end of the chimney in the old house was very likely, accord-
ing to custom, the Dutch oven and a bed with the trundle bed beneath. 
These have been supplanted by cupboards after the advent of stoves. 
After the stone addition was put on, the family would have eaten their 
meals in summer in the hall with its Dutch doors at either end. 

Connected with the fi rst house by a passage way or hall is the other 
of brick built by Leendert or Leonard in 1738. It has the same large 
rooms, broad fi replaces, heavy beams, and wide floor boards as the first 
but finished according to the fashion of a later date. 

There are some indications that a ship carpenter might have had a 
hand in its building, for there are extra supports to the beams on each 
side of the openings not generally seen in old buildings in this county, 
and other departures from the usual custom of construction show the 
influence of a ship carpenter. 

Dutch doors are a feature of every entrance to these houses and hand 
wrought nails, latches and hinges are in place. In a few instances, where 
necessary, they have been replaced by perfect imitations of the originals. 

Beyond the paved court in the rear of these earlier buildings, is a 
tiny brick house built in 1800 and called the "step-mother's house". 
-fudge Leonard Bronck was twice married, fi rst to Catherine or Tryntje 
Van den burgh, second to Elbertje Van Buren. Elbertje and the grown 
up daughters of the judge did not get on well together and the problem 
was solved by the building of this little one room house, complete as to 
kitchen, fi replace and brick oven, with a cellar below, and an attic above. 
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It was the privilege of the step-mother to use one of the large rooms in 
the stone house and to entertain her guests there. Whether she and the 
judge ate their meals in the little house, no one can say today. 

Judge Bronck's fi rst wife was the mother of seven children, and the 
first, John, baptised in 1779, was, according to old letters between the 
judge and his intimate friend Leon Gansevoort, Jr. to become, when they 
grew up, the husband of Gansevoort's daughter, Polly. However, John 
died young which put an end to the hopes of these fond parents. 

The judge was a man of importance in his day, the first judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas in Greene County, N. Y., then a part of Albany 
County. He was supervisor, Assemblyman 1781 to 1795 and a member 
of the State Senate from 1796 to 1800. In 1793, he was appointed First 
Major by Governor Clinton. In 1777, he had been appointed First 
Lieutenant in Convention of the Representatives of the State of New 
York and in the same year, Adjutant, besides other important offices. He 
had inherited a large estate and added to it greatly before his death but 
was not given to a display of his wealth. On being asked why he did not 
buy a new carriage, he answered, "Well I am on the best terms with my 
neighbors. If I bought a carriage finer than they could afford, they 
might feel hurt thinking that I was trying to separate myself from them. 
I think I will keep the old carriage and the good will of my neighbors". 
He was a "large owner of slaves" and when "any of these slaves ran 
away, he refused to go after them. When friends remonstrated with him 
he would answer, "if they are not satisfied with my treatment, I will not 
force them to live with me". He was a patriot, a judge, a good neighbor, 
and an honest man. He is buried by the little stream which runs past his 
old home and near him are the graves of his slaves. He died April 22, 
1828, aged 76 years. (On file at Bronck House is a pamphlet written 
by Rev. Lewis Lampman which gives a short sketch of his life.) 

After the building of the fi rst house by Peter Bronck, the clearing 
of the land went on from year to year and other tracts were added to the 
estate. It was a wild and unsettled section of the country with no church 
and no school. There were no conveniences for the "huis vrouw" or house-
wife, as we know them today, or even as our grandmothers knew them. 
Even for the well to do pioneer, there was no physician within call; 
neighbors few and far distant. It was a long and tedious journey to 
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Albany whether by land or water, for packet sloops were dependent upon 
wind and tide and it was a tiresome journey on horseback. 

Sometimes a dominie would come down from Albany to look after 
their spiritual welfare and this would be a time of weddings, baptisms 
and funerals. Funeral sermons were sometimes preached weeks after a 
death. Often infants were taken the long journey, stopping over night at 
the home of some relative or at an isolated inn along the way, or perhaps 
they would cross the Hudson on a rude scow or on the ice to the church 
t Clavarack. It was not unusual for them to be taken to Zion Lutheran 

at Loonenburgh (Athens), for the Dutchman, while he loved his church, 
was broad minded enough, when circumstances demanded it, to accept 
another faith. 

The building of the "King's Road", at a very early date, past the 
door of the Broncks, was a long step forward in opening up the country 
on the west side of the river from New York to Albany. The road 
before that time was but a rough wagon track. 

In 1733 the Dutch church at Coxsackie was built and to its services 
the Broncks and all the families of the neighborhood attended with un-
failing regularity. Their social life included all the best families of 
Loonenberg and Old Katskill, while there were frequent visits to Kin-
derhook and Albany. 

Those were still the days of cutting of trees, hewing timber and 
fencing the land. By 1735 it became necessary to limit the cutting of 
trees by lessees, and in 1738, Jan Bronck in his will forbade his four sons 
cutting down or carrying away trees suitable for saw logs. 

The education of their children must have been a problem, for the 
first known school was that of 1795 when Anthony Rogers was teacher. 
After 1733, when the church was established, it is probable, for that was 
the custom, the dominie taught school for a few months of the year. "In 
1801 Dominie Ostrander taught school in a stone school house on the 
north side of the Coxsackie turnpike". At this time and place the sons 
of the Broncks were taught Latin and higher mathematics. 

The education of the girls was more or less a matter of indifference, 
but they were thoroughly drilled in the home and in domestic arts. About 
1825 schools for girls were established throughout the Hudson valley to 
which those of the well to do were sent for instruction in fine needlework, 
embroidery, geography, and the languages, mostly French. 
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A generation passed after the building of the second house and 
travel had 'increased greatly on the "King's Road". The war of the 
Revolution drew near and messengers galloped swiftly along it, north 
to Albany or south to Kingston, sometimes stopping at the Bronck's to 
rest weary horses or exchange them for fresh ones. Tories traveled it 
after nightfall to join their allies, the Indians, or confer secretly with 
their own kind, some of whom lived in the town. From time to time 
troops passed that way to join the army, and often there were stragglers 
from the front who, because of wounds or illness were on furlough, who 
often stopped for rest or refreshment, never denied. Sometimes they 
were helped on their way by the loan of a horse. 

After the revolution the day of the ox team, the saddle horse, and 
the first clumsy wagons began to pass. In the early eighteen hundreds a 
barouche was added to the riding equipment of the Bronck estate. This 
was a luxurious vehicle for the times, two seated, and with silver fringed 
lining, its double step folding up or letting down at the convenience of 
the riders. 

Judge Leonard Bronck left three sons, one of whom was Leonard 
Jr. who married Maria Ely, daughter of Dr. John Ely. Leonard Jr. 
and Maria had two sons and a daughter. The sons died shortly after 
leaving college and the family removed to Coxsackie, the father manag-
ing the estate as before, reserving the north room in the brick building, 
from the porch of which he could oversee the work on the farm and give 
orders to his farmer. 

Leonard Jr. died in 1872, a year after his daughter Adelaide had 
married Rev. Lewis Lampman. After the father's death his son-in-law 
repaired the buildings which had become somewhat dilapidated because 
of the father's lack of interest in the estate after the death of his sons. 
Mr. Lampman was a great lover of horses and so stables were built, a 
track for the training of colts was made near what is now the State 
Vocational School, and the raising of horses became the principal business 
on the estate. 

Rev. Lewis Lampman and Adelaide Ely Bronck had two children, 
Leonard Bronck and Maria Ely. The latter died when a young woman, 
which left the brother the sole owner of this large estate. 

Six years ago, and during the lifetime of Leonard B. Lampman, the 
Greene County Historical Society practically became the possessors of 
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this property (consisting of eight buildings, then recently restored), as 
you see it today, and fourteen acres of land. It was not legally turned 
over until after Mr. Lampman's death, which occurred May 22, 1939. 
It was given in memory of his mother, Adelaide Bronck Lampman, lineal 
descendant of Jonas Bronck. Mr. Lampman loved the old place and 
took great pleasure in planning its future. 
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THE ONE-HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 

THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

On February 1, 1790, the Supreme Court of the United States was 
established and on February 1, 1940, suitable ceremonies took place in 
Washington to mark the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the 
event. 

In connection with the observance in Washington a program was 
also carried out at Poughkepsie, New York, in honor of Smith Thomp-
son, a native of Dutchess County and long a resident of Poughkeepsie, 
who was an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court from 1823 to 1843. 

The program at Poughkeepsie was conducted under the auspices of 
the Bar Association, of municipal officials and of the Dutchess County 
Historical Society. The president of the Bar Association, Mr. Raymond 
G. Guernsey, introduced the mayor of Poughkeepsie, the Honorable 
William Schrauth, as chairman, who, after a greeting to the audience, 
presented in turn the Honorable Raymond Aldrich, Justice of the Su-
preme Court of the State of New York, and James F. Baldwin, Ph.D., 
professor of history, Vassar College. Judge Aldrich and Dr. Baldwin 
each made an able and informing address, which two addresses were 
printed in full in local newspapers. 

When Smith Thompson died he was buried in the private burial 
ground of the Livingston family, situated on the (then) Livingston estate 
immediately north of his own country-seat. Subsequently, the newly 
formed corporation: Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery purchased Judge 
Thompson's land as part of a tract for a modern community burial 
ground and, within recent years, the Livingston family ground has been 
included within the bounds of the Rural Cemetery. It was beside Judge 
Thompson's grave that the commerrforative prograth was held and a large 
boxwood wreath deposited. 
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SMITH THOMPSON 

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

The Honorable Smith Thompson was born' January 17, 1768, on 
his father's farm at a place now called Federal Square in the town of 
Stanford, Dutchess County, but which in 1768 was in Charlotte 
Precinct. He was one of the nine children of Ezra and Rachel (Smith) 
Thompson. Ezra Thompson was a fairly prosPerous farmer who, in his 
younger days, had been active in the lead mines of that vicinity (mines 
that furnished lead for the army of the Revolution). He was a delegate 
to the Constitutional Convention, held in Poughkeepsie in 1788, which 
adopted the Constitution of the United States and put New York State 
into the Union. He also represented the town of Stanford in the Board 
of Supervisors of Dutchess County in 1795. He died November 6, 1816, 
and was buried in the Thompson family burying ground at Federal 
Square. 

Smith Thompson graduated from the College of New Jersey, now 
Princeton University, in the class of 1788 and after graduation took up 
the study of law in the office of James Kent (later Chancellor of the 
State of New York) at Poughkeepsie, being admitted to the bar in 1792. 
He began his practice in Troy, New York, but in 1793 returned to 
Poughkeepsie where he was associated with James Kent and Gilbert Liv-
ingston. In 1800 he was elected a member of the state legislature. In 
1801, when the office was created, he was appointed District Attorney for 
the Middle District of New York, which consisted of the counties of 
Dutchess, Orange and Ulster. The same year he was appointed Asso-
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court of New York, where he served until 
1814, when he became Chief Justice, „s,erving as such until 1818, when he 
was appointed to the Cabinet of President James Monroe as Secretary of 
the Navy. In 1813 he was appointed a member of the Board of Regents 
of New York State. 

After serving as Secretary of the Navy for five years, he was, in 
1823, appointed Associate Justice in the United States Supreme Court. 
There he served for the next twenty years with probably as clean a record 
as can be found in the history of the court and especially for that time, 
which was a period noted for bitter political discords. When he was 
appointed to this last office, in 1823, The Dutchess Observer, published 
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in Poughkeepsie, made this reference: "The appointment of this gentle-
man, whose purity of character and judicial talents are well known, can-
not fail to be acceptable to the nation." 

Mr. Thompson was a member of what was then know as the Jeffer-
son Republican party. In 1825 his party nominated him for governor of 
New York but, due to discords in his party, he was defeated by Martin 
Van Buren. Van Buren was at that time nearing the height of his pop-
ularity, which, in less than a decade, carried him to the White House. 

In 1793, while a young attorney practicing his profession in Pough-
keepsie, Smith Thompson married Sarah, daughter of Gilbert Livingston, 
a leading lawyer and citizen of the village who had served (like Ezra 
Thompson) as a delegate in the Constitutional Convention of 1788. The 
following family data was furnished to the writer by Robert Livingston 
Nicholson of Kansas City, Missouri, some of the items being obtained 
from the Bible2 of Gilbert Livingston. 

Gilbert Livingston, born Dec. 17, 1743, died Sep. 14, 
1806. Eldest son of Henry Livingston, 1714-1799, and Susan-
nah Conklin, born July 9, 1724, died May 22, 1793. 

Catharine Crannell, born April 20, 1745, died May 17, 
1830. Eldest daughter of Bartholomew Crannell and Trintje 
Van Kleeck Crannell, the latter bapt. 3-5-1724. 

Gilbert Livingston and Catharine Crannell married Feb. 
27, 1763, by Rev. Chauncey Graham. 

"My daughter Sarah born March 2, 1777," [died Sep.-
22-1833], baptized March 23, 1777 by Rev. Solomon Fraleigh. 
"My sister Cornelia godmother." [Cornelia Livingston. b. 
1749, d. Feb. 14, 1810,3 married Mvndert Van Kleeck]. 

Sarah Livingston married April 10, 1795, to Smith 
Thompson, son of Ezra Thompson of Dutchess County, Es-
quire. 

1. Their son Gilbert Livingston Thompson, born June 
20, 1796 [died July 4, 1874], married, June 17, 1818, to Ari-
etta Minthorne Tompkins [died Oct. 5, 1839], daughter of 
Daniel Tompkins, 1774-1823, and Hannah Minthorne, died 
1829. 

2., Their daughter Catharine Crannell Thompson, born 
Oct. 2, 1797, married, Jan. 23, 1823, in Washington, D. C., to 
Charles Joseph de Bresson of France. 

3. Their son Edward, born July 17, 1799, died young. 
4. Their daughter Mary Louisa, b. Feb. 27, 1801, d_ 
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July 31, 1885, married, Sep. 15, 1825, to John Henry Clack of 
Virginia, an officer in the U. S. Navy. 

These were the four children born to Smith Thompson and his first 
wife, Sarah Livingston. The eldest son Gilbert, married the daughter 
of Vice-President Daniel D. Tompkins and lived at Opelousas, Louis-
iana, many years. The daughter, Catharine Crannell, who married 
Count de Bresson in Washington, lived only about a year after her mar-
riage and left one son, Leopold de Bresson. 

The daughter Mary Louisa, who married the naval officer, John H. 
Clack, lived many years. Her husband died in New York City March 
9, 1844 and was buried in St. John's cemetery. She later married John 
T. Reid. She left many descendants.4

Justice Thompson's wife, Sarah, died September 22, 1833 and as 
his two surviving children were living in distant homes he was left alone. 
Much of the time during these years he lived in New York and Wash-
ington. The Poughkeepsie Journal of November 7, 1836, contained this 
announcement: "In this Village on Wednesday last by the Rev. Mr. 
Thomas, the Hon. Smith Thompson to Miss Eliza Livingston, daughter 
of the late Henry Livingston, Esq." As Gilbert Livingston and Henry 
Livingston were brothers, sons of Henry Livingston who for many years 
was County Clerk of Dutchess County, Judge Thompson's two wives 
were first cousins. By this second wife, Eliza Livingston, he had three 
children: one who died in infancy: a daughter, Jeannie; and a son, Smith, 
Jr. The Thompson home at Poughkeepsie was a short distance below 
the village, where the Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery is now located. In 
his will the Judge mentions his four living children, namely: his son, Gil-
bert Livingston; his daughter, Mary Louise Clack; and his two minor 
children, Jeannie and Smith. He also mentions two grandsons, Smith 
Thompson and Leopold de Bresson, the latter of whom was at that time 
(1843) living in Paris. He names as sole executor of his will "my be-
loved wife, Eliza," explaining: "Whereas: it was my intention to have 
my son, Gilbert Livingston Thompson, and my daughter, Mary Louise 
Clack, executors with my wife of this my will; but as their residence is 
so distant it will be very inconvenient for them to act as executors; and 
the distribution of property and affairs is such that the Settlement of the 
same will occasion but little trouble; and, having the fullest confidence 
that my dearly beloved wife will faithfully carry into execution this my 
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will according to the spirit, true intent and meaning thereof, I hereby 
appoint my said wife sole executor .

On April 22, 1838, Justice Thompson purchased a farm of 133 acres 
from the heirs of Thomas Mitchell, on which he established the home 
where he lived the remainder of his life. This land was part of the farm 
owned by John Conklin, father of Susannah Conklin, who in 1742 had 
married Henry Livingston. Susannah and Henry were the grandparents 
of both of Smith Thompson's wives. The farm was bounded on the east 
by the Post Road, on the west by Hudson's river, on the south by the land 
of Edward James and on the north by the Livingston farm. Judge 
Thompson named his property at Poughkeepsie "Rust Plaetz," two 
Dutch words meaning Resting Place. He did so because the little stream 
which ran through his farm was called the Rust Plaetz Kill. The Rust 
Plaetz Kill is still flowing. It rises from a spring on the east side of the 
Post Road, at a place called by the Dutch settlers the "Rust Plaetz" (the 
resting place) because the Indians camped or rested there. Judge 
Thompson's land is now part of the Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery and 
it is an interesting and fitting coincidence that a stream always known as 
the "Rust Plaetz Kill" should traverse a modern burial ground. 

Judge Thompson died at his home at Poughkeepsie December 18, 
1843, and was buried in the Livingston family ground, formerly a part of 
the Livingston farm and now included within the bounds of the Pough-
keepsie Rural Cemetery. At the time of his death, the New York Tri-
bune (December 19, 1843), said of him: "He was a man of the simplest 
and least pretending manners and his unassuming dignity of deportment 
was in perfect fi rmness with the love of justice which always character-
ized him." And the New York Evening Post, of the same date, said: 
"Judge Thompson was one of the most illustrious ornaments of American 
jurisprudence." 

J. WILSON POI:CHER. 

NOTES 
1. The Dictionary of American Biography states that Smith Thompson 

"was born in the town of Amenia (Stanford), Dutchess County, N. Y." This 
is a slight error as the section of Dutchess County where Judge Thompson was 
born, now the Town of Stanford, was never a part of the Town of Amenia. 

2. The family Bible of Gilbert Livingston, now owned by a descendant, 
Robert Livingston Nicholson. 

3. The Poughkeepsie Journal, February 21, 1810. 
4. Royal Descent of the Livingstons, 400 to 1939, by Robert Livingston 

Nicholson, Kansas City, Missouri. 
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DUTCHESS COUNTY MEN OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
PERIOD 

MAJOR ANDREW BILLINGS* 

Andrew Billings was born at Stonington, Connecticut, November 
25th, 1743, the oldest child of John Billings and his wife, Elizabeth 
Page. Little is known of his early life and education. He presumably 
learned his trade as silversmith at, or near, his home. Just when he came 

•to Poughkeepsie, where he made his home for the remainder of his life, 
is not known but it must have been some time in 1773 or 1774 as his 
name appears on the tax list in 1775. He must have been here long 

'enough to become well known and trusted for, early in 1775, when the 
American Revolution became inevitable and the delegates from the dif-
ferent counties of the Province of New York met in the first Provincial 

'Congress, June, 1775, and ordered that four regiments should be raised in 
the province, Andrew Billings of Poughkeepsie was commissioned captain 
and given enlisting orders for Dutchess County. He was one of the first 
to report on July 12th that his company was complete and was given 
orders to report to Colonel James Clinton, who became Colonel of the 
Third Regiment. 

There were three companies recruited in Dutchess County. These 
companies were mustered into service August 3rd, 1775, and immediately 
became a part of General Richard Montgomery's army for the invasion 
,of Canada. The story of this regiment's march to join General Mont-
.gomery's army and its experience in the Canadian campaign is related in 
-the sketch about Colonel Lewis Du Bois in the 1935 Year Book. Cap-
lain Du Bois commanded the other Poughkeepsie company. As these 
-regiments were only enlisted for six months, their time expired on De-
•cember 31st, 1775, while they were in the thick of the fighting and their 
.gallant commander, General Montgomery, had been killed before Que-
bec. They either had to reenlist in other organizations or find their way 
home. 

It is one of the unfortunate omissions in the history of our Revo-
lution that the lists of the men in these regiments were never preserved. 

NOTE: The writer wishes to acknowledge, with thanks, the privilege grant-
ed him of consulting the notes of Miss Helen Wilkinson Reynolds and memor-
anda supplied by Doctor George B. Cutten, President of Colgate University, 
Hamilton, New York. J. W. P. 

30 



As early as February 6th, 1776, Captain Billings was given orders 
by General Schuyler to enlist another company. On February 8th Egbert 
Benson, of Dutchess County, reported to the Provincial Congress that 
Captain Billings and seven other officers were doing recruiting service in 
the county. February 18th Captain Billings applied to Colonel Swart-
wout for permission to join his regiment of Dutchess County Minute 
Men. Colonel Swartwout wrote the following letter to the Provincial 
Congress: 

Gentlemen: Whereas Captain Billings from Poughkeepsie 
has marched with what men he has enlisted for the Continental 
Service without any orders, I conceive; At his arrival in town, 
made application to me to join my regiment, as he was entirely 
destitute where to go. I admitted him for the present to join 
until I could have your sentiments . . . 

To which Colonel Swartwout received an immediate answer: 

Sir: Your letter was received and immediately taken into 
consideration. The Congress are of the opinion that Captain 
Billings and his company cannot be permitted to join your Regi-
ment of the Minute Men but that he ought immediately to 
return and await the orders of General Schuyler.' 

About this time the Provincial Congress ordered four regiments 
raised in the Colony of New York, of which the quota for Dutchess 
County was four companies and of those Captain Billings' company was 
to be one. It was natural that he should grow impatient at the delay in 
getting into service. He again went to New York. 

"March 30, 1776, Captain Andrew Billings of Dutchess County 
attended and was admitted. He informed that his company is nearly 
completed and (except for a few men at work or on duty in one of the 
Minute Regiments now at New York) are now on duty at the fortifica-
tions in the Highlands—that many of his men have been enlisted a con-
siderable time and that he stands in great need of cash to pay his men that 
they may be enabled to purchase necessities. 

Ordered, that Captain Billings and the privates and non-commiss-
ioned officers of his company be considered a part of the four regiments 
raising in the colony for continental service and that Peter Van Brugh 
Livingston, the treasurer of the Provincial Congress of the Colony, ad-
vance to Captain Andrew Billings the sum of three hundred pounds on 
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account, to be by him applied toward the pay of his company as above 
mentioned. "2 

Finally, he was ordered to march his company, which was then in 
the Highlands on the Hudson, to New York and was there ordered to 
join Colonel Ritzema's Regiment, the 3rd New York Continental. 
November 21st, Colonel Van Cortlandt had suceeded Colonel Ritzema 
as commander of this regiment. Sometime after August 1st, Captain 
Billings had been promoted to Major.3 Just how long or how continu-
ously he served in his regiment is not quite clear, as we find him serving 
on the Committee of Sequestration and Conspiracies in 1777. 

When Bartholomew Crannell and Reverend John Beardsley of 
Poughkeepsie and their families were ordered exiled and their property 
confiscated, Major Billings joined Dr. Peter Tappen in a plea to modify 
the sentence but the plea was refused. Dr. Tappen was a brother-in-law 
of Reverend Mr. Beardsley and a son-in-law of Crannell. Major Bill-
ings, with others, signed a protest against giving William Emott a permit 
to visit New York, declaring him to be a sly, crafty Tory.4

In 1778 he (Major Andrew Billings) was also appointed to super-
intend the organization of the Regiment of Associated Exempts of the 
Poughkeepsie District and recommended a list of names for its officers to 
the Council of Appointment.6

After his discharge from his military duties Major Billings returned 
to his vocation as silversmith, in which he excelled for many years. His 
residence and place of business was on the southeast corner of Main and 
Academy streets. Just across Main street, where is now the First Na-
tional Bank, was the house of his close friend, Gilbert Livingston. 

On August 3rd, 1778 Major Billings married Mrs. Lawrence Van 
Kleeck who, before her fi rst marriage, was Cornelia Livingston, daughter 
of James Livingston of Poughkeepsie. Platt's History of Poughkeepsie 
says Major Billings married Mrs. Myndert Van Kleeck, who was a 
daughter of Henry Livingston and a sister of Gilbert Livingston. This 
was a very easy mistake to make as there were two Cornelia Livingstons 
living near each other, both had married Van Kleecks, both were wid-
owed young and they were very nearly the same age. The widow of 
Myndert Van Kleeck died February 14th, 1810, aged 60, at the residence 
of her brother, Reverend Doctor John H. Livingston, in New York.6

The children of Andrew Billings and his wife, Cornelia, were: 
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Elizabeth, born April 25, 1779; died Oct. 5, 1820. 
Cornelia, born April 26, 1781; died Jan. 13, 1838. 
Livingston, born Feb. 24, 1785, baptised in New York 

March 20, 1785. 
Helen, born Feb. 29, 1787. 
Maria, born May 9, 1789. 
Harriet Belphame, born July 15, 1791. 
Cadwaleder Colden, born Oct. 10, 1793. 

In 1784 when it was found necessary to have new seals for New 
York City, the contract for making and engraving these seals was given 
to Andrew Billings and his receipt for £15-10 is on record, also the fact 
that about this same period, March, 1785, his son, Livingston, was bap-
tized at the Collegiate Reformed Dutch Church in New York. It has 
been stated that Major Billings must have been, for a time, a resident of 
New York to have obtained the contract for engraving the seals of the 
city. He never was a resident of New York but he was known as a very 
competent engraver and had many friends among the influential men of 
the period. The Reverend Doctor John H. Livingston, a cousin of Mrs. 
Billings, was at that time pastor of the Reformed Church in New York. 
The wife of Reverend Doctor John H. Livingston was also a cousin of 
Mrs. Billings. She was Sarah Livingston, youngest daughter of Philip 
Livingston, signer of the Declaration of Independence, and niece of Wil-
liam Livingston, Governor of New Jersey. 

Edmund Platt in his History of Poughkeepsie says, "Letters possess-
ed in various collections show that Billings made silver cups and other 
articles for General Washington, Lord Sterling and other Revolutionary 
leaders." William Alexander (Lord Sterling) was the husband of Sarah 
Livingston, daughter of Philip Livingston, second Lord of Livingston 
Manor, and a sister of Philip the "Signer." 

It is not known where Major Billings worked in Poughkeepsie 
when he fi rst came here to practice his trade but early in his post-Revolu-
tionary days, he purchased the home-lot at Main and Academy streets, 
where he lived and had his work shop until at least 1799. his here that 
his children were born. Besides his work as jeweler and silversmith he 
was active in the affairs of the community where, in 1799, a village 
charter had been granted and the freeholders elected a board of trustees. 
Andrew Billings was a trustee and president of the board. In 1803 he 
was elected president of the village. On December 21st, 1790, the vestry 
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of Christ Church voted "that the thanks of the Corporation be presented 
to Major Andrew Billings for the elegant timepiece he has presented to 
the Church." "Major Andrew Billings, Revolutionary patriot and ex-
pert silversmith, who lived in a house on the northeast corner of Academy 
and Cannon streets, long held a pew in Christ Church for his wife, Cor-
nelia Livingston."7

Major Billings' daughter, Cornelia, married Randall S. Street. One 
of her granddaughters was the wife of the Honorable Levi P. Morton, 
who was Governor of New York and Vice President of the United 
States. 

After 1799 Major Billings spent the remaining years of his life in a 
new home on the corner of Academy and Canon streets.8 For several 
years, as a side line, he was in partnership with ,James L. Van Kleeck, 
under the fi rm name of Doctor James L. Van Kleeck and Company, 
drugs and medicines. He died April 28, 1808. 

"Suddenly on Thursday last, Major Andrew Billings, in 
the 65th year of his age. By the afflicting dispensation of Di-
vine Providence the family have to lament the loss of the best of 
husbands • and fathers, his more distant connections and ac-
quaintances of an affectionate and most pleasant companion and 
his country of an able mechanic and one of her earliest support-
ers during her Revolutionary contest. He was buried in the 
Episcopal burying ground when the last sad duties were per-
formed by the clergy of the village and by his Masonic breth-
ern, according to ancient usage."9

This burying ground was located around the church at Market and 
Church streets and from it bodies were removed to the Poughkeepsie 

Rural Cemetery in 1888. 

Major Billings' estate was administered by Livingston Billings, his 
son, who was a Counsellor at Law in Newburgh, New York, and Ran-
dall S. Street, his son-in-law. His widow, Cornelia, died November 18th, 
1820 in her 68th year. 

J. WILSON POUCHER. 
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JAMES EMOTT, 

AND SOME OF HIS DUTCHESS COUNTY DESCENDANTS* 

The first James Emott was born in England and came to America 
in 1678 as Deputy Surveyor to the Crown of England. After a short 
sojourn in Boston in that capacity he removed to Perth Amboy, in the 
Province of New Jersey. Here he very soon established himself as a 
man of importance and held several positions of trust. In 1682 he mar-
ried Mary Lawrence, daughter of Captain William Lawrence and Eliz-
abeth Smith Lawrence.' Captain Lawrence had died some time before 
and his widow had married Governor Philip Carteret. As the step-son-
in-law of the governor, James Emott had an assured position. He kept 
a tavern at Perth Amboy (which was said to have been the first tavern 
in the province) and purchased several sections of land. In 1686 he was 
appointed Provincial Secretary on the Governor's Council. In 1688 
Governor Dongan authorized James Emott to practice law in the prov-
ince, the fi rst lawyer to be admitted to the bar in New Jersey. In 1701 
he was instrumental in forming the Bar Association of the province. 
About this time he had removed to New York where he soon became a 
prominent lawyer. He served on the Governor's Council and was one of 
the builders of Trinity Church. In 1.697 he was one of the nine partners 
who made a large purchase of land in Dutchess County. As he sold all 
his rights in this patent in 1699, before there were any settlements upon 
the land, none of it came into the hands of his descendants. He died 
early in 1713. 

In his will, dated October 3, 1709, and proved April 30, 1713, he 
said, "I leave all my estate to my wife, Mary, and my four sons, George, 
William, James and John. I make my wife executor, with full power to 
sell."' His widow Mary, in 1714, married the Rev. Edward Vaughan 
and was still living in 1735.3

Although none of James Emott's descendants came to Dutchess 
County because of his interest in Nine Partners Patent, three generations 
of them spent long and busy lives there and were important citizens of 

"The writer wishes to acknowledge the assistance he has received, in com-
piling the material for this article, from Mrs. Edward K. Mills of Morristown, 
N. J., Miss Helen Wilkinson Reynolds and Mrs. James E. C. Rhone of Pough-
keepsie, N. Y. 
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their time. The first of the Emotts to come to Dutchess was William 
Emott, a great grandson of James the patentee. He was born in New 
Jersey December 25, 1748 and married Celia Palmatiere at Poughkeep-
sie on November 9, 1770, shortly before his twenty-second birthday.4
He was mentioned as one of the prominent citizens who refused to sign 
the Association Pledge in 1775 and, during the Revolution, was suspected 
of being too much in sympathy with the British cause. In 1777 he was 
refused a pass to visit relatives in New York when his rector, John 
Beardsley, and his neighbor and close friend, Bartholomew Crannell, 
with their families were banished. He was designated as "a Sly, Crafty, 
Designing Tory" by his other neighbors, Gilbert Livingston and Peter 
Tappen in their protest letter to Governor Clinton.5 These prejudices 
must have been forgotten very soon for a few years later we find these 
men working together for the good of their community. In 1798 Emott 
was elected Justice of the Peace, which office carried with it the title 
Esquire and he was called "Squire Emott." He was also referred to as 
"Sadler", implying that he dealt in leather goods.6

When in 1799 Poughkeepsie received its village charter 'William 
Emott was one of the original trustees and was elected treasurer. He 
served as president of the village in 1805, 1806, 1811 and 1812. In 
1805 he was elected treasurer of Dutchess County and served continu-
ously until 1811, and possibly longer (the county records from 1812 to 
1848 are missing). 

In 1790 he was a member of the commission for the manumission of 
slaves in the county. He served as a member of the State Assembly for 
1800. He became associated with Christ Episcopal Church very soon 
after coming to Poughkeepsie and served as warden and as vestryman 
many years. He is said to have been very active and useful during the 
years of the revolution when the rector of Christ Church, John Beards-
ley, and the warden, Bartholomew Crannell, had been exiled because of 
their Tory activities and he was one of the small group of men who saved 
the church from being closed. He was early interested in schools. His 
residence was near what is now the southwest corner of Main and South 
Hamilton Streets. He died July 7, 1825. His wife, Celia, had died 
December 31, 1815. They left several children. 

Their son James, born March 14, 1771, was also prominent during 
a long life in Poughkeepsie. He attended Union College and was grad-
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uated in the class of 1800. He later received the honorary degrees of 
A.M. and LL.D., the latter from Columbia College. He studied law 
and in 1804 was elected to Congress. He served as Assemblyman during 
the years 1814, 1815 and 1816. He was Speaker of the 37th session. In 
1817 he was elected Judge of the Court of Common Pleas for Dutchess 
County, in which capacity he served until 1831. He also interested him-
self in other affairs in Poughkeepsie. When in 1831 the Poughkeepsie 
Savings Bank was founded James Emott became one of the charter mem-
bers of the corporation, serving as a trustee until 1842. In 1836 he was 
one of the founders (and continued as a director for many years) of the 
Dutchess Mutual Insurance Company, the successor of which is now a 
part of the United States Fire Insurance Company. Although James 
Emott lived a very successful life in every other respect, in the language 
of a great granddaughter, "he had a very tough time with his wives and 
infants." He lost three wives and six children, the latter dying either in 
infancy or early childhood. 

He married in 1813 Zilpha  who was born February 22, 
1783, and died November 28, 1817, and whose two children died in 
infancy. For his second wife he married Melissa White on September 
20, 1818, and she died February 3, 1820. Her one son died an infant. 
On January 27, 1821, he married Hester (Esther) W. Crary for his 
third wife. She died June 10, 1840 and of the four children born to 
her only one son lived to grow up. James Emott lived at what is now 
44 Market Street, Poughkeepsie,7 which is known to have been his home 
from 1806 until his decease in 1850. The house was built of stone, two 
.stories in height, with a hall through the center of each floor and four 
rooms on a floor. There was a garden behind it. The house is still 
standing but very much changed. It is used for offices and business pur-
poses. 

Besides his son, James, Squire Emott left three daughters, Eliza, 
Maria and Helen. Maria married William Woodin and lived at Pine 
Plains in Dutchess County and died there July 16, 1833. Her husband 
William died July 2, 1842, aged 65. They had a son, Emott Woodin, 
horn 1809, died April 24, 1887, who married Deborah Dakin who was 
born September 25, 1811 and who died April. 2, 1890.8 Emott Woodin 
lived in Pine Plains until after the Civil War when, he moved to Pough-
keepsie. There the family lived in the house of Judge Emott on Market 
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Street until 1874. Their son, Captain William R. Woodin, married in 
1870, Harriet E. Cary and in the Market Street home their daughter, 
Mary Emott Woodin, was born. Captain Woodin's wife, Harriet, died 
January 31, 1888, and he later married Antoinette Cartwright. To 
them was born another daughter, Dorothy Cartwright Woodin, who is 
living in Berkeley, California, the widow of Francis Griffin. Captain 
William R. Woodin died May 29, 1903. His daughter, Mary Emott 
Woodin, was married June 30, 1931, to James E. C. Rhone and is living 
at Poughkeepsie. 

James Emott, Jr., only son of James Emott, born April 23, 1823, 
entered Colurribia College at an early age and was graduated in 1841. 
He studied law and soon acquired a leading position in his profession. 
Besides his law work he was actively engaged in the business affairs of 
the town and county. In 1845 he was one of the founders of the Mer-
chants Bank and in 1852 became its president, which position he held 
until his death in 1884, a period of thirty-two years. In 1849 he was 
appointed district attorney of Dutchess County, in place of Joseph T. 
Lee. In 1854, when Poughkeepsie was chartered as a city, James Emott 
was chosen fi rst mayor of the city. In 1856 he was elected to the Su-
preme Court of New York for a term of eight years. During the later 
years of his term he served as Justice of the Court of Appeals. On the 
expiration of his term he was succeeded by the Honorable Joseph F. 
Barnard who served for many years and Mr. Emott returned to the prac-
tice of law in Poughkeepsie in partnership with Henry M. Taylor. Dur-
ing the later years of his life he had an office in New York City where he 
spent much of his time. He was rated as one of the prominent attorneys 
of his day. He served as a member of the Board of Education from 
1849 until 1855. At the time of his death resolutions were adopted by 
the Bar of Dutchess County, the Directors of the Merchants National 
Bank and the Board of Education. In the resolutions passed by the Bar 
Association he was described as: "one of the foremost of our profession 
who has left a shining example of great abilities, rare learning and un-
wearied diligence, devoted to the successful and honorable practice of 
our profession. Alike upon the bench and the bar he was distinguished 
by the breadth and accuracy of his professional learning, the skill and 
good sense with which it was applied by habits of patient inquiry and 
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laborious research, by clear logical statement, by impartial and stainless 
integrity."9

On June 16, 1846, James Emott, Jr., was married to Mary Crooke, 
daughter of Charles Crooke. They lived for a time on Mill street and 
then in later years in a large house which he built on the southeast corner 
of Academy and Livingston streets, the location being a part of the section 
known as Eden Hills. He died there on September 11, 1884, in his sixty-
second year. He was survived by his wife, a daughter, Laura Hester, 
(who married Jarvis Morgan Slade), and a son, Charles Crooke (who 
married Leila Tuckerman), descendants of both of ‘vhom are still living. 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF CIVIL ADMINISTRATION 

IN DUTCHESS COUNTY 

(continued) 

COUNTY JUDGE 

The Civil List of the state of New York, published in 1883, states 
(page 387) that, prior to the adoption of the state constitution of 1846, 
the office of county judge was held by the first judge of the court of 
common pleas. 

Created by the governor of the province in 1721, the court of com-
mon pleas of Dutchess sat regularly from 1721 to 1776. The records of 
the court for those years (on deposit in the Adriance Memorial Library, 
Poughkeepsie) show that the court consisted of a group of laymen (not 
lawyers) who were elected in the county in successive years as justices of 
the peace. The names of the justices are arranged on the page vertically, 
at the beginning of the minutes of each session. A bracket is placed at 
the right of the first one or two or three names (as the case may be) and 
beside the bracket is written either judge or judges. The remaining 
names are bracketed with the word: justices following. There is nothing 
to show how the distinctions were arrived at, whether by appointment or 
election. Frequently the first name on the list is followed by the words: 
First Judge. As the Civil List declares that the first judge of common 
pleas was county judge, the following list presents the names of the men 
who filled the position and the dates at which they served. The court 
held sessions in May and October each year and sometimes in January 
also. Occasionally it happened that one man served as first judge in the 
early part of the year and another in the autumn, a fact reflected in the 
record appended below, which covers the provincial period of the court's 
existence. In those fifty-six years Jacobus Ter Bos served as first judge 
thirty times. 

County Judge, Dutchess County 
1721 - 1776 

Leonard Lewis, 1721, 1722, 1723, 1724, 1725; Barent Van Kleeck, 
1726, 1727; Henry Beekman, 1728; Barent Van Kleeck, 1728; Jacobus 
Ter Bos, 1729, 1730, 1731, 1732, 1733, 1734, 1735; Francis Filkin, 
1736; Jacobus Ter Bos, 1737, 1738, 1739, 1740; Francis Filkin, 1741; 
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Jacobus Ter 'Bos, 1742, 1743; Francis Filkin, 1744; Jacobus Swartwout, 
1744, 1745, 1746; Jacobus Ter Bos, 1747, 1748, 1749; Martin Hoff-
man, 1750, 1751, 1752, 1753, 1754; Jacobus Ter Bos, 1755, 1756, 1757, 
1758; Matthew Du Bois, 1759; Jacobus Ter Bos, 1759, 1760, 1761, 
1762, 1763, 1764, 1765; Matthew Du Bois, 1766, 1767; Jacobus Ter 
Bos, 1767, 1768, 1769; Nicholas De La Vergne, 1769, 1770, 1771; Bev-
erly Robinson, 1771, 1772, 1773; Nicholas De La Vergne, 1774; Bev-
erly Robinson, 1774, 1775; James Smith, 1776; Beverly Robinson, 1776. 

HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS. 
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FIRST SETTLERS ON GREAT NINE PARTNERS PATENT 

Who were the men who.first settled on the land in Dutchess County 
that was covered by the Great Nine Partners Patent and how early did 
they take up residence in that area? 

To answer that question (in part at least) it is necessary to review 
certain fundamental circumstances in regard to the title to the land and 
in regard to the administration of civil affairs in the county. 

The great Nine Partners Patent, granted in 1697, included the ter-
ritory now laid out in the towns of Amenia, Washington, Stanford, 
Clinton, Pleasant Valley and most of Hyde Park (except for a narrow 
strip across the north edge of Clinton and Stanford). This great tract 
lies back from the river, at the heart of Dutchess, having only a small 
stretch of river-frontage that extends southward from the mouth of Crum 
Elbow Creek. 

The portion of the patent bordering the river was divided in 1699 
into nine narrow lots (running inland from the river) and to each of the 
nine men who were patentees of the patent was assigned one particular 
lot in his own right. The major part of the patent was however held 
"in common" by the original patentees (or their heirs) until 1734-, in 
which year thirty-six Great Lots were surveyed and laid out and four 
lots assigned to each of the nine rights under the patent. 

Before the partition that took place in 1734 sales of particular 
parcels of land could be made only in the Water-Lots. where title to 
each lot was acquired in 1699 by an individual owner under the patent. 
Where the land was held "in common" by many owners, sales of specific 
pieces of land could be made only by the action of all the owners at once, 
which was too complicated a process to be practical. Hence, any men 
who may have gone on the land and made clearings in the forest to estab-
lish homes did so as squatters and at the risk of never obtaining legal title 
to the homesteads they created. 

In 1717 Dutchess County was laid out in three wards, North and 
Middle and South, for convenience in the administration of civil affairs. 
Under those divisions most of the land of the Great Nine Partners Patent 
lay in the Middle Ward, with just a little of it in the North Ward. The 
boundary line between the North and Middle Wards began at Hudson's 
river just -south of the present village of Staatsburg and ran due east to 
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Connecticut. The line between the Middle and South Wards began at 
the river at the mouth of the Wappingers Creek, near the present New 
Hamburgh, and also ran due east to Connecticut. 

In 1737 the wards in Dutchess were abolished and several new civil 
divisions were created that were called precincts. One of the precincts 
was practically equivalent in its boundaries to the boundaries of the Great 
Nine Partners Patent and it was called at fi rst Nine Partners Precinct, 
a name which in a year or so was changed to Crum Elbow Precinct. 

The executive body in the county was the board of supervisors, in 
which board was vested the power to levy taxes and the records of the 
board indicate that few, indeed, could have been the individuals in 
Dutchess who escaped the tax assessors and collectors. Annually a tax 
was levied on every adult male (or widow with property), regardless of 
length of residence and regardless of whether the person taxed owned 
land. Thus the tax-lists must have included squatters and leaseholders. 

Having in mind the foregoing facts concerning the title to the Great 
Nine Partners tract and also those concerning the civil divisions in the 
county, it is possible to turn to the lists of tax-payers entered in the books 
of the board of supervisors and to obtain a clue to the answer to the 
question that was asked in the fi rst paragraph of this article. 

The first list of tax-payers set down for "Nine Partners Precinct" 
bears the Old Style date of the fi rst Tuesday in February, 1738/1739 
(meaning in New Style the fi rst Tuesday in February, 1739), and the 
list supposedly consists of the assessments made during 1738 and reported 
to the board of supervisors for confirmation at the meeting held early in 
February, 1739. The list is made up of fifty-six names and thus, four 
years after the laying out of the Great Lots in 1734 (when it became 
possible to give title to specified acreage to an individual) the extent of 
the population on the patent can be approximated. 

It must be remembered, however, that prior to 1737 (when precincts 
were established) the area of the Great Nine Partners Patent was cov-
ered in large part by the Middle Ward and in small part by the North 
Ward and so it becomes necessary to inquire: who of the tax-payers listed 
for the precinct in February, 1738/1739, were previously listed either in 
the Middle Ward or the North Ward? To settle that point a search 
was made of the tax-lists for the wards, which search disclosed the inter-
esting item that only twenty-two of the fifty-six persons listed in 1738/ 
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1739 were newcomers, the remaining thirty-four having all been taxed 
in the wards. 

It is evident therefore that a large proportion of the first tax-payers 
of the precinct probably went on the land as squatters before the partition 
of 1734 and that they were taxed for personal property or for a poll-tax 
and not as land-owners. 

Below is appended a record of the fi fty-six names listed for Nine 
Partners Precinct in February, 1738/1739, with a few editorial notes 
added. In considering the editorial notes it is necessary to recall that 
allowance must be made for the fact that, while an individual tax-payer 
may have been listed for many years in one ward, he may not always 
have lived in one location. For example: Josias Crego paid taxes in the 
Middle Ward from 1718 to 1738 but he lived fi rst at Poughkeepsie and 
then in what is now the town of Amenia. When wards were abolished 
and precincts created Poughkeepsie was included in Poughkeepsie Pre-
cinct and (the present) Amenia in Nine Partners Precinct. So caution 
is required in estimating the date (before 1738/1739) when a tax-payer 
settled within the area of Nine Partners Precinct. 

TAX-PAYERS, NINE PARTNERS PRECINCT 

FEBRUARY, 1738/1739 

1. Allen, Widow of John. John Allen, tax-payer Middle Ward 

1724/1725-1734. The Widow of John Allen tax-payer Middle Ward 

1734/1735-1737/ 1 738. The Aliens are known to have lived near the 

site of the present village of Pleasant Valley. 

2. Benneway, Jacobus. Newcomer. 

3. Bolles, John. Newcomer. 
4. Boosselvne, Antony. Tax-payer North Ward 1725-1737/ 

1738. This surname is variously spelled: Bosselyn, Bosselien, I3urtline, 

Casselin, etc. 
5. Cane, John. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1736/1737-1737/ 

1738. This surname is also spelled Chain and Kien. 

6. Chadwick, Thomas. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1717/1718-

1733; North Ward 1734-1737/1738. This surname is also spelled 

Shedwick and Shadwick. 
7. Chire, Frederick. New corner. 
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8. Cool, Frans. Tax-payer -Middle Ward 1734/1735-1737/ 
1738. 

9. Cornelius, Petrus. New corner. 
10. Creed, Augustine. -.Son of William Creed, who was one of 

the original nine partners. In 1699 the sixth Water-Lot was assigned to 
the right of William Creed. A survey of the shore of the Hudson, made 
in 1738 by Henry Livingston, mentions Creed's Landing. Evidently a 
dock• had been built on the frontage of Water-Lot number six. In 1733-
1737/1738 Augustine Creed was a tax-payer in the Middle Ward. He 
probably lived at first on the Water-Lot. Later, he is known to have lived 
near the site- of the present Washington Hollow. 

11. Crego, Josias. 'fax-payer Middle Ward 1717/1718-1737/ 
1738. From 1721 to 1727 Josias Crego owned land that now forms 
part of the southern end of the Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery. Later, 
he is known to have-lived near Richard Sackett at the eastern border of 
Nine Partners Patent. His name is variously spelled: Creego, Criego, 
Criegoa, Criga. 

12. Crego, Stephen. , Tax-payer Middle Ward 1730/1731-
1737/1738. 

13. Dingman, Gradus. Newcomer. 
14. Edward, John. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1734/1735-1737/ 

1738. This surname is also entered as Edword, Edwards. 
15. Eecker, David. Newcomer. 
16. Every, Enemie. In 1739/1740 Enemih Every was a tax-payer 

in Crum Elbow Precinct but in 1740/1741 the name was listed as 
Nehemiah Every. 

17. Filkin, Isaac. Son of Henry Filkin who was one of the nine 
partners. Isaac Filkin was a tax-payer in the Middle Ward 1729/1730 
—1737/1738. At one time he had a grist-mill north ,of the site of the 
present Washington Hollow. 

18. Gay, John. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1736/1737-1737/ 
1738. In July, 1738, John Gay was a resident on Water-Lot number 1, 
as shown by deeds, liber 6, page 208. The survey of the. shore of the 
Hudson that was made in 1738 by Henry Livingston mentions Gay's 
Landing in a location near the present residence of Miss Ellen Crosby 
Roosevelt. 

19. Hegeman, Frans. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1725/1726-
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1737/1738. Frans Hegeman married Antic Ruard, step-daughter of 
Henry Filkin, the patentee. Henry Filkin owned Water-Lot number 2. 
On February 18, 1737/1738, his widow and children sold to Frans 
Hegeman three-hundred acres in said lot, bordering on the Hudson. In 
1738 Henry Livingston's survey of the shore of the river mentions Hege-
man's Landing in a location near the present property of the Novitiate 
of St. Andrew. Also in 1738 Frans Hegeman sold a piece of land that 
lay between the river and the post road. He probably lived on a farm 
east of the post road. 

20. Herris, Joseph. Tax-payer 1VIiddle Ward 1737/1738. 

21. Hoff, Jacob. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1737/1738. This 
surname is often spelled Haff. Jacob Hoff probably lived not far south 
of the present Washington Hollow. 

2. Hoff, Lowrence. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1737/ 1738. 
23. Jerman, Isac. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1737/1738. He 

probably lived near the site of the present Washington Hollow. His 
grave is in the burial-ground on the hill-top opposite the hotel at Wash-
ington Hollow. This surname was presumably originally Germaine, was 
spelled German and Jerman for a long time and, finally became Germond 
with the accent on the second syllable. 

24. Jerman, Isack, Jur. Tax-payer 1VIiddle Ward 1737/1738 
(listed then as   Yerman). 

25. Johnson, Dirick. Newcomer. 
26. Johnson, Dirick, Jur. Newcomer. 
27. Lewis, Gerardus. Tax-payer North Ward 1720/1721-

1725/1726; Middle Ward, 1726/1727-1734; North Ward 1736/1737 
—1737/1738. 

28. (Lowes ?), "hamaties" (Hans Tys ?). Newcomer. 
29. "Magriary, Ellusender." Newcomer. Later listed as Alex-

ander 1VIcGregory. 
30. Nees, Hendrick. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1727/1728-

1737/1738. Lived near Richard 'Sackett on land now in the southern 
part of the present town of Amenia. This surname later spelled Nase. 

31. Oostrom, Jan. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1717/1718-1737/ 
1738. He probably lived first at Poughkeepsie and then near the site 
of the present village of Pleasant Valley. 

32. Oostrom, Rollef. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1719/1720-
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1723/1724 (probably lived at Poughkeepsie) ; South Ward 1724/1725 
-1737/1738. 

33. Relye, David. Newcomer. 

34. Relye, Simon. Newcomer. 

35. Reynderse, Johannis. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1729/1730 
-1737/1738. 

36. Rondels, Isack. Newcomer. 
37. Rondels, Isack, Jur. Newcomer. 
38. Row, Johannes. Tax-payer North Ward 1726/1727-1737/ 

1738. IVIembers of the Row family were early established near Richard 
Sackett in the present town of Amenia. 

39. Row, Michiel. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1730/1731-1737/ 
1738. 

40. Row, Nicklas. Newcomer. 
41. Sackett, John. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1728/1729-1737/ 

1738. Mentioned elsewhere in early records as "chirurgeon." 
42. Sackett, Richard. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1717/1718-

1737/1738. He lived in what is now the southern part of the town of 
Amenia, near the place since called "the Steel Works." He probably 
settled there in either 1715, 1716 or 1717, as his name is not included in 
the census of Dutchess made in 1714 and he was listed as a tax-payer 
early in 1718. 

43. Sackett, Richard, Jur. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1736/1737 
-1737/1738. 

44. Salsbery, Johannes. Newcomer. On two maps of Great Nine 
Partners Patent (made some years after 1738/1739) the name: John 
Salsberry appears on Great Lot number 33 at the east end of the patent. 

45. Scheever, Adam. Tax-payer North Ward 1735/1736-
1737/1738. 

46. Titsort, Isack. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1737/1738. 
47. Van Arnan, Isack. Newcomer. 
48. Van Dolen, Jacob. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1735/1736-

1737/1738. 
49. Van Dyck, Frans. Newcomer. 
50. Van Wagenen, Gerret. Tax-payer-North Ward 1734-

1737/38. 
51. Weneger, Gerret. Tax-payer Middle ward 1726/1727-
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1737/ 1738. He lived at the east end of Great Nine Partners Patent 
in the locality now called Amenia Union. 

52. Willyams, Art Arria. Newcomer. 
53. Wallin, Jams. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1737/ 1738. Else-

where mentioned as Jemes Wilson. 

54. Wimbrand, Derick. Tax-payer Middle Ward 1737/1738. 
55. Wiser, Frederick. Newcomer. 
56. Woodcock, Isack. Newcomer. 
The above list of fifty-six persons, who in February, 1738/1739, 

were taxed as residents on the land covered by Great Nine Partners 
Patent, should be compared with a list of the freeholders of Dutchess 
County, printed at pages 60-61 of the History of Dutchess County, 
edited by James H. Smith. Such a comparison reveals that of the fifty-
six tax-payers eighteen were freeholders, thus permitting the supposition 
that thirty-eight were either leaseholders or squatters. Even if it could 
be shown that the list of freeholders of 1740 was incomplete and that 
inferences drawn from it were inaccurate, the discrepancy between 
fifty-six and eighteen is so great that it still remains probable that the 
number of fi rst settlers on Great Nine Partners Patent who held outright 
title to the land they occupied was small in proportion to the total of 
residents on the land. The eighteen freeholders of 1740 were: Augustine 
Creed, Josias Crego, Isaac Filkin, John Gay, Isaac Germain, Isaac Ger-
main, Jur., Francis Hagaman, Jacob Hoff, Lowrence Hoff, Jan Ostrom, 
Roeloff Ostrom, Nicholas Row, Isaac Runnells, Isaac Runnells, Jur., 
Richard Sackett, Isaac Tietsort, Frans Van Dyck, Gerret E. Van Wag-
enen 

The tax-list for 1738/1739, which forms the basis for this article, 
does not contain the name of Abraham Freer. Nevertheless a certain 
Abraham Freer was for a few years prior to 1738/1739 a resident on 
Nine Partners Patent and his house became a landmark. These facts 
are learned by combining a few scattered data as follows. 

In May, 1733, record was made of a public road across Nine Part-
ners Patent that ran past the house of Abraham Freer and in October, 
1738, that which was seemingly the same road-course was recorded as 
passing "Augustine Creed's." A map of the patent, undated, but which 
shows the lesser lots that were laid out in 1740, records a house and the 
name: Abraham Freer on Great Lot number twelve, at the site of the 
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present Washington Hollow. Another map of the patent supposed to 
have been drawn in the 1750's records the same house and the words: 
"A. Freer now A. Creed." The location of this house was within the 
bounds of the Middle Ward. Abraham Freer paid taxes in the North 
Ward 1720/1721-1733; in the Middle Ward 1734-1736/1737; in 
the North ward again in 1737/1738; and in Rhinebeck Precinct 1738/ 
1739-1742/1743. Augustine Creed paid taxes in the Middle Ward 
1733-1737/1738. He is thought to have lived at first on Water-Lot 
number six but apparently he succeeded Abraham Freer in the house 
above referred to in 1738, at which time Abraham Freer had returned 
to the North Ward (whence he had come four or five years previously). 

From the house of Abraham Freer the maps show the road contin-
uing northward, westward and again northward in a few short turns. 
The map drawn 1740-plus places two other houses on the last mentioned 
northerly course; one of the two (that on the east side of the road) is 
marked: Reynier Van Sant; the other (that on the west side) : Willm 
Reard. Neither of these two names occurs on the list of tax-payers for 
Crum Elbow Precinct in 1738/1739 and nothing has been learned of 
the men who bore them. William "Roard" may have been William 
Ruard inasmuch as Henry Filkin, one of the nine partners, married the 
widow of Hendrick Ruard. 

HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS. 

50 



CAPTAIN RICHARD SACKETT 

Richard Sackett was the first settler in the. eastern part of Nine 
Partners Patent. He was born in New Haven, Connecticut, the son of 
Johnathan and Mary ( ?) Sackett. There is no record of the date of his 
birth and very little is known of his youth. He is said to have been 

.employed in the New England forests in the manufacture of tar for naval 
supplies. In 1699, he was a resident of New York, proprietor of a malt-
house or brewery, on Sackett Street, now Cherry Street. On• May 11, 
1699, he was granted a license to marry Margery Sleade. He was for 
years Captain of the 7th Company in the New York regiment command-
ed by Colonel Peartree. About this time he was appointed Chief Revenue 
Officer of the southeastern section of New York which included the city 
of New York. 

In 1703 Richard Sackett and Company petitioned Lord Cornbury's 
government for permission to purchase a large tract of land in Dutchess 
County from the Indian owners, as a result of which petition a tract of 
7,500 acres, known as the Washiack (Wassaic) Patent was granted to 
Richard Sackett, Josiah Crego, Joseph Sackett; William Huddleson and 
John Mitchell. This tract was however found to be covered by the 
previous grant known as the Great Nine Partners Patent and it could 
not be held. 

In 1706 another large tract of land in Dutchess County was granted 
to Broughton and Company in which Captain Sackett was an associate 
partner. This grant has since been known as the Little Nine Partners 
Patent. The partners were Sampson Broughton, Rip Van Dam, Thom-
as Wenham, Roger Mompesson, Peter Fauconier, Augustine Graham, 
Richard Sackett and Robert Lurting. The ninth partner, George Clark, 
was not a petitioner, probably for prudential reasons. He was then 
Secretary of the Province and also a close relative of Lord Cornbury, 
the Governor, and his influence had much to do with the granting of 
the patent. He afterward became a ninth partner by purchase, which 
was very likely a previous understanding. 

Richard Sackett was a very active and useful member of this, part-
nership as he had a good knowledge of this particular tract and of the 
surrounding territory. He was a surveyor and assisted the, Surveyor of 
the Province in defining the lines between the Little and the Great Nines 
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and also the northern line of Madam Brett's tract, which was part of her 
share of the Rombout Patent. 

A census of the East Ward of the City of New York for 1708 shows 
Richard Sackett's family to have consisted then of himself, his wife, four 
children, (two sons and two daughters), four negro slaves, (three males 
and one female). In 1710, when Governor Hunter became very much in-
terested in the employment of the Palatines in the manufacture of naval 
supplies from the tar and turpentine extracted from the pine forests along 
the Hudson River, he was unable to obtain the services of John Bridges, 
the regular green timber agent and surveyor, and so employed Captain 
Sackett, "who hath lived three years in the Eastern Countries, among 
the manufacturers of tar, and gives me a very rational account of the 
method of preparing the trees." 

Captain Sackett began his work in May, 1710, and set the Palatines 
to work. He was also appointed with Robert Livingston and others to 
act as a court to govern the affairs of the several Palatine villages in this 
jurisdiction. His work here was highly praised by Governor Hunter. 
When the work of making tar and turpentine failed and the Palatines 
scattered from their camps to care for themselves, it is said that the 
friendly relations between them and Captain Sackett brought about the 
settlement of many of those thrifty people on the Little Nine Partners 
tract. Among them were the Rauh, Kline, Winegar and Nase families. 

Early in the 18th century Caaptin Sackett removed his family to 
Dutchess County to the home he occupied the remainder of his life. It 
was situated at a place now known as the Steel Works, about one mile 
south of the present village of Amenia. There he built his house, planted 
his orchards and lived a busy life for many years. Except for a few 
families on the site of Dover his nearest white neighbors were for some 
time at Poughkeepsie on the one side and in settlements in Connecticut, 
on the other. During his long residence in Dutchess he was active in 
developing his share of the Little Nine Partners and helping in the clear-
ing up of boundary disputes. One of the honorable transactions of those 
times was the releasing of a portion of his claim to land to the Shekomeko 
Indians. The late Isaac Huntting of Pine Plains, historian and author, 
said that the recognition of the claims of the Shekomeko Indians to three 
hundred acres of land on their part of the patent "should place Richard 
Sackett in ever lasting good remembrance." 
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It has been generally believed, as stated in practically every history 
of Dutchess county, that Captain Richard Sackett was the first County 
Clerk for Dutchess or, as the office was often called in early times, Clerk 
of the Court of Common Pleas, but a close study of the records of our 
county courts by Miss Helen Wilkinson Reynolds shows that he was 
never appointed to that office and never served. In 1715, when Dutchess 
County was just beginning to govern itself, Leonard, Lewis, a prominent 
citizen of Poughkeepsie and the first delegate from Dutchess County to 
the Colonial Assembly (serving from 1713 to 1726), wrote a letter to a 
friend who was close to the governor, urging him to ask the governor to 
create a Court of Common Pleas in Dutchess with himself as judge and 
Richard Sackett as clerk. This court was not established however until 
1721 and the first clerk was Henry Van De Burgh, who served until 
1737.* 

Richard Sackett died some time in 1746 and was buried on his home 
farm at the Steel Works, where there is at present an old burying ground, 
sadly neglected, some of the stones broken and others missing, among 
them the stone that marked his grave. His will is recorded in the Court 
of Claims chambers at Albany, and reads as follows: 

IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN the fourteen Day 
of December one thousand and seven hundred and forty four I 
Richard Sackett of Dover in Dutchess County in the province 
of New York Yeoman being sick and weak butt of perfect mind 
and memory for which thanks be given to Almighty God not-
withstanding Calling to Mind the mortality of my body as 
knowing itt is appointed for All men Once to die do make and 
Ordain this my last will and testament that is to say princapaly 
and first of all I Give and recommend my Soul in the hands of 
God that gave itt and my body I Recommend to the Earth to 
be buryed in a Decent Christian manner at the Discretion of 
my Executors nothing Doubting att the Glorious morning of 
the Resurrection I shall Receive the same again by the same 
mighty power of God and as touching such worldly Estate 
where with it hath Pleased God to bless me with in this Life I 
Give bequeath demise and Dispose of the same in the following 
manner and form In primis when All my Just debts are paid 
I give and bequeath to margery Sackett my well beloved wife all 

*See, "The Beginnings of Civil Administration in Dutchess County" by 
Helen Wilkinson Reynolds in the Year Book of the Dutchess County Historical 
Society, Volume 24, 1939. 
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my household goods Debts and moneys due to me and All my 
movablesand Chattles Dureing the term of her widdow hood and 
to be disposed of by her att her Deceas and I allso give and be-
queath to her the said margery Sackett the use and improvement 
of my home Lott house and orchard and with all my other im-
provements which i now do or may any wise improve dureing 
her widdowhood and after her Decease then to return to my 
son John Sackett Secondly I Give and bequeth to my Eldest 
son before any Devision be made [here a part of the line is 
crossed out] Richard Sackett two hundred Acres of Land over 
above his Equal shear as being my Eldest son thirdly I give 
and bequeath to my well beloved wife fifty acres of Land to be 
att her Disposeing as she shall see good for her proper use I 
give and bequeath to my well beloved son John Sackett after 
my wifes Decease my house homstead and orchard together 
with all my meadows and all what Land I now improve or 
shall or may Improve to him the said John Sackett and all my 
books to my son John Sackett I Allso give to my well beloved 
son Josiah Crego and to the heirs of my daughter mary Dean 
Deceased and to my Daughter Catherine dureing her widow-
hood and then att her manage or Decease to be Equally divided 
between her Children and Likewise give to my sons Richard 
Sackett and John Sackett the whole of my remaining Estate 
Excepting what I have bequeathed as above said to Each of 
them an Equal share or fifth to be devided among them Viz: to 
Josiah Crego the heirs of Mary Dean and Catherine Margeson 
and Richard Sackett and John Sackett and Each of them are 
hereby obliged to be att there Equall part or proportion of what 
Charges shall or may arise in Deviding and in defending the 
title of the said Land if any Dispute should arise and if any of 
them shall Neglect or refuse to be att there Equal proportion in 
bearing of the Charges as above then my Executors shall have 
power to sell and Dispose of so much of there part of the Lands 
as shall answer thc Charges of there part of which so arising 
Returning the remainder to them or their heirs if any be so 
neglecting further I do by these presents make and Constitute 
and ordain to be my Executors after my deacease my well be-
loved wife margery Sackett and my well beloved sons Richard 
Sacket and my well beloved son John Sackett of All and singu-
lar my Lands messuages tennements by them freely to be pos-
sessed and Enjoyed for Ever and I do Utterly disallow revoak 
disallow all and Every other will and testament wills and testa-
ments by me Made or Executors by me any ways named or 
willed or bequeathed ratifying and Confirming this and Every 
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article herein specified and bequeathed to be my Last will and 
testament and no other In wittness whereof I have hereunto 
sett my hand and seal the Day and Date before mentioned and 
after my Decease and my wifes Decease hagar shall have the 
liberty to Chuse which of my two sons she shall live with. 

Wittness before us whose names are underwritten to be 
my Last will and testament. 

RICH: SAC [blot] 
his 

Henry HN nase 
mark 
his 

william X hunt 
mark 

Josias Crego 

Richard Sackett's children were: 
Richard, b. 1701 
John 
Catharine, married Thomas Wolcott 
Mary, married   Dean 
Josiah Crego, married   Douglas. He was born at 

Dover and married at New Milford where he died. 

Richard declined to act as executor of his father's will. He pur-
chased an improved farm at New Milford, Connecticut, and was said 
to have been a well-to-do farmer. 

John Sackett, a physician, became sole executor of his father's will. 
He sold to Moses Harris 3,497 acres of land and about 1760 removed to 
Stephentown, Rensselaer County. 

Newton Reed, in his Early History of America, said no descendants 
of Richard Sackett were left in Amenia. The last were grandsons who 
went to Rensselaer County. In the 19th century Leonard Sackett was 
a. resident of Poughkeepsie and his daughters, the Misses Sackett, died 
at Poughkeepsie in recent years. 

J. WILSON POUCHER. 
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EARLY ROADS ON NINE PARTNERS PATENT 

When the fi rst settlers on Nine Partners Patent in Dutchess County 
entered upon that tract of land they found it heavily wooded. The first 
task of a would-be resident was to cut a way through the forest to the 
place where he proposed to start a home and, in this day looking back, 
that task would seem to have been a difficult one. The topography of 
the region was unknown. It was necessary to enter the woods more or 
less blindly, to test out a course bit by bit, to blaze trees for guidance, 
pass around the borders of swamps, skirt the bases of hills and finally, 
when a location for a homestead was chosen, to fell trees, build a log-
dwelling, clear ground for planting and manage in some way to transport 
a family and supplies to the spot selected. 

As such farm clearings grew in number routes of travel indicated by 
marked trees became established and as the use of such routes increased 
some of them became fairly well defined paths; the paths became cart-
tracks; the cart-tracks grew to be wagon-ways and at last when such a 
route was in use by enough people and was found to be practical and 
convenient it was declared to be a public road. 

When the board of supervisors was fi rst organized in Dutchess by 
an act of the legislature, one of the duties assigned to it by the act was to 
take charge of the public roads in the county and, soon, there followed 
the periodical appointment of local officials called surveyors of highways. 
Such officials acted under the board in the civil divisions of the county 
( in the wards first, then in the precincts that followed the wards) and 
their title of surveyor is to be taken not as meaning an engineer but as 
an overseer or commissioner. The usual proceedure was for residents 
along a trail that had become a well-travelled route to report to the local 
surveyors and ask that the road be recognized as a public highway. When, 
after investigation, the surveyors had approved the request they in turn 
reported to the county clerk and he then entered the road on 'his records. 
After that, the residents on the new highway were required to keep the 
same in condition by giving a certain amount of labor on it regularly. 
Road-districts were formed and local men were put in charge of them, 
the duty of the district officials being to see that the residents performed 
(or hired) the work of upkeep and improvement for which each was 
responsible. 
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For the statement, made above, that the area of Nine Partners 
Patent was heavily wooded when white men first settled upon it, evidence 
is to be found in the many references to the woods that occur in early 
deeds and in the many road-courses laid out along "marked trees" which 
may be read of in the county records. 

An exception to the general forestation is however noted in the 
Early History of Amenia, published in 1875 by Newton Reed. Mr. 
Reed reported that when white men settled within the limits of the 
present town of Amenia there was much open ground there because the 
Indians had burned the trees in camp fi res. Mr. Reed's reputation for 
accuracy is good but whether or not he was correctly informed in this 
instance is of less importance for the purposes of this article than that his 
tradition has to do with the occupation of the land by the Indian. Start-
ing from the premise of Indian occupation it is possible to build the fol-
lowing theory. 

In the first place Indians sold the area of Nine Partners Patent to 
white men in 1697. In 1706 they sold over again a portion of the same 
area to Richard Sackett. Such re-sales were more or less common and 
caused much confusion and annoyance. In this case Richard Sackett 
must have had dealings with the natives and it is to be supposed that the 
Indians showed him the land he thought he was buying. Incidentally be 
it said that the Great Nine Partners Patent, which covered the parcel 
Mr. Sackett negotiated for, was valid and that some agreement must 
have been reached between him and the patentees which enabled him to 
settle on the said land (now in the southern part of the town of Amenia) 
for settle on it he did. The fact of his settlement raises the surmise that 
to reach this location (which at the time of his settlement was so isolated 
and so hard to approach) he must have been guided by the natives. That 
argues that the natives knew the way and it follows as a fair "guess" 
that the way they knew was a "trail." 

So here arises the question as to what trails the natives may have had 
over the area of Nine Partners Patent. With one exception (that of the 
trail which preceded the New York-Albany post road) no tradition has 
come down of any such but, putting two and two together, it is clear 

that very early the neighborhood of the present southern Amenia and 

that of the present village of Dover were connected with Hudson's river 
by a well established route of travel. So far as now is known, Richard 
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Sackett was the first permanent white settler on Nine Partners Patent. 
His name was not included in the census of Dutchess, made in 1714, but 
it was mentioned in 1715 as if he were then in the county and in January, 
1717/1718, he was a tax-payer. Near him to the south, at the present 
Dover on the Beekman Patent, were Derick De Duytscher and Jacob 
Van Camp and these households were soon able to reach the river at the 
present Rhinecliff. Starting at the foot of Plymouth Hill the way led 
up and over the hill, through the present Little Rest and (probably) 
via the former Mechanic and Hart's Village to the present Washington 
Hollow. There it turned north and northwest and, rounding the head 
of Long Pond, reached Crum Elbow Creek at the northwest corner of 
Nine Partners Patent. From the creek it proceeded over the present 
town of Rhinebeck to the river at the locality which was then called 
Kipsbergen. 

On September 27, 1748, commissioners for Rhinebeck Precinct and 
for Crum Elbow Precinct met at the bridge that spanned Crum Elbow 
Creek in consultation over this long road and referred to the road as 
having been in use for thirty years. This statement carries the use of the 
route by white men back to 1718, just about the time that Richard 
Sackett is supposed to have settled in the present town of Amenia, and 
credibility is added to it by the fact that Colonel Henry Beekman was 
one of the commissioners for Rhinebeck who took part in the conference 
at the bridge. Colonel Beekman must have been personally familiar with 
the route in 1718 inasmuch as at that time Derick De Duytscher and 
Jacob Van Camp became tenants of his on the Beekman Patent. De 
Duytscher and Van Camp lived just south of the line that bounded the 
Beekman and the Great Nine Partners Patents. The line ran east and 
west north of the present Dover and south of Plymouth Hill. 

The following condensed excerpts from county records show the 
fi rst references to the route of travel which became known both as the 
Dover Road and the Wassaic Road. 

September 27, 1748. The road commissioners of Crum Elbow Pre-
cinct requested the road commissioners of Rhinebeck Precinct to lay out 
"a King's road" from Crom Elbow Precinct to the river. The two 
groups of commissioners held a meeting at a bridge that spanned Crom 
Elbow Creek about two-hundred yards from the house of Hendrick Kip. 
The commissioners for Rhinebeck (Colonel Henry Beekman and Aen-
drias Heermans) approved a road that started from the bridge in 
question and ran "allong the old wissasiek road, as the same has been 
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used these thirty years past, going to the usewel Rinebeek Landing at 
Abraham Kip's." 

Road Book B, page 20 
At the same meeting the commissioners for Crum Elbow Precinct 

(Mordecai Lester and Jacobus Stoutenburgh) approved a road that ran 
northwest and southeast across a part of the precinct and which con-
nected at the bridge with the road that crossed Rhinebeck Precinct to the 
river. In condensed form the description of the road is as follows. 

Beginning at Henry Filkin's, by ye rood that coms from Dover and 
Gose to Poughkepson, . . . thence north along ye old path to Isaac 
Filkins . . . along said rood to ye woopingins kill . . . over the kill . . . 
up ye hill, a little westerd of Mordecaj Lester Junrs house . . . north by 
marked trees to the Plains . . . east along under ye greet hill by marked 
trees to Mordecai Lesters . . . north along a path by marked trees to 
Aron Boyses . . . along the north side of his house to bridge over the 
kill . . . north along path and marked trees to a hill . . . north by marked 
trees to the Greet Pond . . . around the head of the pond to a path . . . 
along path and marked trees to Hendrick Kips . . . along east side of 
his house and along path to a Bridge that gose over the Crumelbow Kill 
where it meets the Rood that comes from Rhinebeck (which was laid out 
by Colonel Beekman and Mr. Hearemanse this day). 

Road Book B, page 22 

From other sources it is known that Henry Filkin lived near (the 
present) Washington Hollow and that Isaac Filkin had a mill at (the 
present) Bloomvale, north of Washington Hollow, so it is clear that the 
road accepted September 27, 1748, by the Crum Elbow Precinct com-
missioners began near Washington Hollow at the Dutchess Turnpike. 

Very early the white men who settled east of Plymouth Hill wished 
to go to Poughkeepsie as well as to (the present) Rhinecliff and so there 
came into existence a route that branched off from the Dover or Wassaic 
Road where Washington Hollow now is and continued to Poughkeepsie 
by way of the present Pleasant Valley. The two main routes thus 
assumed a form roughly suggesting the letter: Y, the stem of the Y pass-
ing over Plymouth Hill and ending at Washington Hollow. Before long 
the route to Poughkeepsie became known as the Filkintown Road and, 
later on, it was the Dutchess Turnpike. The first references to this 
route are as follows. 

"May 18, 4th year of His Majesty" (1731). Dirick De Duytser and 
Mr. Jacob Van Kampen asked a surveyor for "the Common Way or 
Road Landing from a place Called Dover to Come Doyvn to the Market 
or Common Landing at pocghkeepsink." Ordered that the neighborhood 
'of Wasayick Called Dover" might chose a surveyor '"to Repair said 
road." 

Miscellaneous Records, page 153. 
May 15, 1733. A road was accepted which ran as follows. Begin-

ning at the house of Jannetie de Duytser, widow of Derik de Duytser 
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. . . thence to Plymouth Hill . . . up the hill . . . along the wagon-road 
to the house of Abraham Freer . . . thence along a footpath and marked 
trees . . . to the Wappingers Kill, northeast of the land of John Allen 
. . . over the creek by the footpath. 

Miscellaneous Records, page 160. 

October 23, 1738. A road was accepted which ran as follows. 
Beginning at the bounds of Crum Elbow Precinct and Beekman's Pre-
cinct, at the foot of Plymouth Hill, near a place called Dover in Beek-
man's Precinct . . . thence to Isaac Tietshort's "as the road now goes" 
. . . thence to Augustine Creed's "as the road now goes" . . . thence by 
marked trees to lead to the Wappingers Creek, north of the widow 
Allen's . . . thence over the creek . . . along the west side of the creek 
to the bounds of Crum Elbow Precinct and Poghkeepsinck Precinct. 

Miscellaneous Records, page 166. 

As shown elsewhere in this Year Book in an article on the early 
settlers on Nine Partners Patent, Abraham Freer and Augustine Creed 
lived near (the present) Washington Hollow, while John Allen and his 
widow lived in the vicinity of the (present) village of Pleasant Valley. 
These known locations help to show the general course of the road, 
which has changed but little in over two-hundred years of use. 

Reverting to the question as to what trails the Indians may have had 
across Nine Partners Patent, mention was made above to the fact that 
there exists a tradition regarding one trail. It is generally accepted as 
true that the Indians had a well defined path between Manhattan Island 
and the site of Albany and that the Post Road of today between those 
points follows approximately the course of the trail. The Post Road 
crosses Nine Partners Patent, north and south, between Crum Elbow 
Creek and the north line of the town of Poughkeepsie, this being the 
small strip of river-frontage that served the main part of the patent in a 
way to be likened to a pan-handle. The pan-handle strip was laid out in 
1699 in nine Water-Lots (one for each of the nine partners) and the fi rst 
reference to a road across it is found in 1722. In that year the super-
visors (having appointed commissioners to investigate the roads of 
Dutchess) received a report which listed only three roads in the whole 
county. One of the three was that which became the Post Road, a 
second ran from the site of the present village of Rhinebeck to the river 
and a third ran from the present Poughquag to the river (via the site of 
the present village of Fishkill). No mention was made in the report of 
the Dover Road, considered above, which in 1722 could have been noth-
ing more than a trail. The report of 1722 described the road between 
the present Rhinebeck and Poughkeepsie in the following words. 
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April 17, 1722. From "the new mill of Henry Beekman," along 
"marked trees," along the east side of the land late of Hendrick Oe11, 
and "soe forward as it is used to Packepse." 

Miscellaneous Records, page 50. 

No houses and no landmarks are mentioned in this description. 
"Marked trees" are the only detail given. From which silence it is fair 
to infer that in 1722 the route between Rhinebeck and Poughkeepsie was 
little known and little travelled. The river was then the chief means of 
communication. 

Between 1722, when the written records of roads in Dutchess begin, 
and 1762, when the area of Nine Partners Patent (constituting Crum 
Elbow Precinct) was divided into two precincts (Charlotte and 
Amenia), the number of roads listed in the books of the supervisors totals 
anywhere from fifty to seventy-five. An exact figure cannot be given 
because some of the entries are for alterations made to roads already in 
use. Throughout the years 1722-1762 many of the courses of the roads 
that were accepted as public highways were recorded as being along 
marked trees, showing that woodland was plentiful in the entire period. 

Gradually, as time went on, mention was made of the passage of 
road-courses by houses, fields and fences, over bridges and past mills, all 
of which improvements point to increasing settlement and development. 

From the beginning, settlers in the interior of the county looked 
toward the river as their outlet and convenient roads to the landings were 
one of their fi rst necessities. Quoted above is the record of the establish-
ment of a route from Dover to Poughkeepsie and the record is explicit 
that the route lead to "the Market or Common Landing Place" at 
Poughkeepsie. It is illuminating to place this item in conjunction with a 
complaint in 1754 to the road commissioners by a group of "freeholders 
and inhabitants." The complainants said that a certain road: "is exceed-
ingly bad and can scarcely be used with any Team at any Times and 
Especially in Wet Weather" and they requested that a new road be laid 
out "so that they might with more ease Transport their produce to the 
Landing places." These words disclose much about the situation of the 
farmer on Nine Partners Patent in 1'754. 

The landing places on the river-front, all of which probably were 
used by the dwellers on the patent and which are referred to in the rec-
ords of early roads, were those at Poughkeepsie, Staatsburgh and Rhine-
cliff (Kipsbergen). A landing at the present Hyde Park is known to 
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have existed before the Revolution but it does not happen to be mentioned 
in the road items prior to 1762 that are here under consideration. 

Villages were late in taking form on Nine Partners Patent, there 
being hardly a community large enough to be called a village until about 
1800. It follows that there are few place-names mentioned in the road 
records of 1722-1762. While the name: Dover is found in 1731 the 
general locality (as it then was) was on the Beekman Patent. "Wassaic", 
an Indian term, seems to have been applied to a general locality in the 
present town of Amenia. The first mention of Filkintown in the road 
records occurred in 1743. Some uncertainty arose in recent years as to 
where Filkintown was and the present writer presents data bearing on 
that point on another page of this Year Book. 

In October, 1743, "the Meeting House" was referred to and as it 
was near "Isaac Thorn's fence" it was undoubtedly the building belong-
ing to Nine Partners Friends' meeting, which preceded the present brick 
structure on the Dover road east of South Millbrook. 

"Dunham's Ironworks" and "Skinner's Ironworks" are both re-
ferred to in the road records in 1748. Samuel Dunham is known to have 
had ironworks in the present town of Amenia (near Leedsville) but the 
location of Skinner's works has not been learned. 

On October 30, 1750, "a place set apart to bury the dead" was 
referred to and the context leads to the belief that the place in question 
was the burial ground belonging to the Thompson family, which may 
still be seen on the west side of Federal Square in the town of Stanford. 
On the same date a road was accepted that was described as beginning on 
the "Filkintown road" and running northward past "the pond that Mr. 
Amos Thomson dwels by." This may well have been the road that today 
goes north from the four corners at Mabbettsville to Hunn's Lake, the 
lake having been called originally Thompson's Pond. 

Of the public roads recorded 1722-1762 some are so vaguely des-
cribed that it is hardly possible even to guess as to their location. Others 
can be assigned with confidence to this or that present township but only 
in a general way. Some however can be located with fair certainty and 
be seen as the beginnings of roads that are still in use. One such,—to 
give it as an example,—was laid out in 1750 and its courses included the 
following landmarks. Beginning "at the King's Rode by Jacobus Stout-
enburgh's" it proceeded via marked trees by John Nelson's; by a meadow 
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called the Verste boy; southeast and east to the Fallkill ; by marked trees 
on the north side of a Great Meadow; past Jacob Huff's house; east by 
marked trees to the south side of John Gazeley's frame; north to the 
west side of Little Wappingers Creek; by marked trees past Joseph 
Hicks' house and Lester's house to the Great 'Wappingers Creek; by 
marked trees to the Filkintown road. This road obviously began at the 
scuth end of the present village of Hyde Park (where there is still some 
evidence of it) near the home of Jacobus Stoutenburgh. Going eastward 
(as the present East Park road does) it went over the Fallkill and passed 
a "Great Meadow", which may have been the field east of Quaker Lane 
where the militia once held training (referred to elsewhere in this Year 
Book in an article on De Cantillon's Landing) ; still onward to the east 
the road reached John Gazeley's "frame" and John Gazeley is known to 
have lived near the bridge at the present village of Salt Point. After 
that, it is easy to visualize the crossing of the Little Wappingers and of 
the Great Wappingers and, finally, the junction made with " the Fin-
kintown road" at the present Washington Hollow. 

Incidentally it should be noted in connection with the last paragraph 
that in 1750 the dwelling of John Gazeley at the present Salt Point was 
a "frame", while in 1754 John Gazeley's "house" was mentioned. In 
1752 on the Filkintown road there was "a (new?) f ram of Samuel Car-
penter's set up for a dwelling house," which two items accord with the 
fact that houses of wood were more numerous on the eastern part of Nine 
Partners Patent than houses of stone, the use of stone occurring more 
particularly near the river. In the road records of the years prior to 1762 
houses were rather often mentioned but the location of only a few can 
be accurately determined. 

To build a log-house or a framed house a saw-mill was needed and, 
to supplement the cultivation of grain, grist-mills were wanted. Mills 
are mentioned in the road records before 1762 as follows: 1740, "Jacob 
Van Campen Gris Mill;" 1743, Peter Van Camp's mill; 1745, Joseph 
Casten's saw-mill and mill-dam; 1750, Thomson's saw-mill; 1751, Joel 
( Harnes?) saw-mill; 1752 and 1753, grist-mill of Anthony "Arnol" 
(Arnold) ; 1752, saw-mill of William Bartan ; 1752, grist-mill of Capt. 
Isaac delamater ; 1752, grist-mill of Nicholas Traver; 1754, David Soth-
erland's mill; 1754, Isaac Filkin's mill-dam; 1754, Mordecai Lester's 
"fullen" mill; 1755, "a fumes or mill in Joseph Caustin's land ;" 1755, 
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Charles Crooke's saw-mill. (See: Miscellaneous Records, p. 169; Road 
Book B, pp. 3, 6, 36, 42, 45, 48, 49, 52, 68; Road Book C, p. 8.) 

A "wayding place" or ford over Crum Elbow Creek was in use in 
748 (Road Book B, p. 20) and the following bridges are referred to: 

1748, a bridge over Crum Elbow Creek near the house of Hendrick Kip; 
1748 "Sakit's Bridge", on the road from Dover to Sharon; 1750, a bridge 
over Fish Creek near Francis Van Dike; 1750, "bridge near Mr. Ames 
Thomas house;" 1754, bridge over "Fish or Crum Elbow Creek" near 
the house of Johannes Becker; 1755, bridge over "Fish or Crum Elbow 
Creek" near Charles Crooke's barn and saw-mill. (See: Road Book B, 
pp. 20, 26, 33, 36, 68, 69; Road Book C, p. 8.) 

By no means complete as a study of existing material, this article is 
offered as a sketch or outline of some pioneer conditions on Nine Partners 
Patent. 

HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS. 
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FILKINTOWN 

One of the nine patentees of Great Nine Partners Patent in Dutch-
ess County was Henry Filkin of Flatbush, Long Island. The patent 
was taken out in 1697 and Henry Filkin died' October 24, 1713, leaving 
a will2 (dated September 2, 1713, and proved April 20, 1714) by which 
he gave to his widow life-use of his entire estate and provided that, after 
her death, his property should be divided between his children. Henry 
Filkin (born3, 4, May 26, 1651) married about 1695-1696 Catherine 
\Tonk5 (born' March 9, 1670, died7 about 1758?), widow of Henry 
Ruard. Mrs. Filkin had a daughter by her first husband, Annatje 
Ruard (born8 January 1, 1686/1687), who was included in the will of 
Henry Filkin as an heir equal with his own children, but described as 
‘`my wife's daughter." 

The right of Henry Filkin to a one-ninth share in Great Nine Part-
ners Patent fell to his widow under his will and remained with her until 
shortly after the partition of the patent that was made in 1734. By that 
partition four of the Great Lots were set apart in the name of Henry 
Filkin but soon the widow and her children agreed between themselves 
to make certain dispositions of the land, instead of abiding by the terms 
of Henry Filkin's will and waiting for Mrs. Filkin's death. 

In accordance with these agreements Henry Filkin "of Dutchess 
County, trader" (son of the patentee), on May 28, 1736, conveyed8 to 
his mother and brothers and sisters all his claim to a share of the real 
estate of his father in Dutchess. On the same day his mother and broth-
ers and sisters conveyed" to him for 5 all their rights in Great Lot 
number 25 (one of the four assigned to the right of Henry Filkin, 
patentee). 

Great Lot number 25 lay within the area which is now the town of 
Washington, Dutchess County, and was an oblong rectangle about four 
Miles long east and west, and 113 and 1-3 chains north and south, con-
taining 3,626 acres". It was bounded on the east by a line equivalent to 
the present line of Washington and the present hamlet of Mabbettsville 
is just south of the north line of the lot. The west and south lines of 
the lot met at a point which was the point of junction of four of the 
Great Lots,-25, 26, 11 and 12. And that point of junction was a short 
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distance northeast of the site occupied today by the brick meeting house of 
the Society of Friends on the Dover road. 

Taking full title to Great Lot number 25 in the spring of 1736 
Henry Filkin, the second, sold"- his inheritance on February 16, 1737/ 
1738, for 650. The purchasers were Peter Palmer and Nehemiah 
Reynolds of Greenwich, Connecticut, who gave a mortgage on the land 
for X 446. 10. 0. They paid off the mortgage February 3, 1742/1743. 

Shortly after Henry Filkin sold Great Lot 25 the name: Filkintown 
occurs in contemporary records. The first instance of it so far found is 
under date of September 17, 1739, when Captain Jacob Van Campen 
was referred to in a deed12 as "of Filkintown in Dutchess County". 
Thereafter the appearance of the name in the records is frequent and it 
was soon extended from a locality to a road. The road was a continu-
ation of what is now Main street, Poughkeepsie, and ran across the 
county to the northeast. It was at first spoken of as "the road to Filkin-
town" and then as "the Filkintown road." 

A map of Great Nine Partners Patent, now owned by Miss Kath-
erine Wodell of Millbrook (inherited from her father, the late Silas 
Wodell), which there is reason to believe was drawn in the 1750's, shows 
Great Lot 25 with the words: Filkintown Lot written on it. This item, 
taken with the fact that several early deeds" refer to "Filkintown Lot" 
and with the further fact that in 1739, when the name is first heard, the 
lot was wild land with no community-settlements within its boundaries, 
indicates that the whole area of Great Lot 25 was Filkintown. That 
understanding of the name explains the conflict that is to be noted be-
tween traditions that are heard locally. While one tradition may say 
that so-and-so was born "in Filkintown" and another that such-and-such 
a house was "in Filkintown", and the locations indicated are at widely 
separated points, both places may be within the Great Lot. 

One of the traditions about Filkintown is in print at page 423 of the 
History of Dutchess County published in 1877 by Philip H. Smith. It 
is to the effect that the hamlet of Mabbettsville was at first called Filkin-
town and that: "Filkin, one of the original proprietors, caused the place 
to be named after him by the present of a barrel of rum." While it is 
entirely credible that pioneers in a wilderness engaged in a transaction 
that involved rum and a chance joke or compliment, it is impossible to 
accept the theory that the name: Filkintown was localized at the spot 
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where Mabbettsville now is. Mabbettsville is at a four-corners. The 
corners did not exist in 1739 when "Filkintown" was mentioned and the 
group of houses now constituting Mabbettsville did not begin to be 
assembled until about 1800. 

If the name: Filkintown were applied to any one spot more than to 
another that spot was the mill-site on the stream that crosses the road 
between Mabbettsville and Millbrook. Very early there was a mill on 
this stream, which flows a little west of the house that was the home of 
the late Silas Wodell. The late Stephen H. Merritt, long a resident 
near the stream ( just east of Mr. Wodell) told the present writer in 
1920 that at one time there were, near the mill, several dwellings, a 
blacksmith's shop, a wagon-shop, and a weaver's place, forming a tiny 
community. The map" of the town of Washington made in 1797 iden-
tifies this spot as: Pains Grist Mill, Filkintown. And, according to Mr. 
Merritt, the flat land along the stream on the former Dietrich estate was 
,once called Filkin meadows. 

Two small houses, obviously old, are still standing in this locality, 
one on either side of the road (the one on the south side of the road hav-
ing been known for a time in late years as the Red Pheasant tearoom). 
The mill has 'disappeared from the bank of the stream but the dam and 
mill-pond may still be seen. Of one of the dwellings that once stood 
here Mr. -Merritt wrote in 1920 as follows. "Abraham Merritt built a 
house opposite the pond which is said to have been a curiosity to those 
who were living in log-houses and who came on horseback to see 'Abe 
Merritt's frame house'. It was a very ancient style, one and one-quarter 
stories in front and one in rear forming a porch, and stairs ascending 
diagonally from a tiny hallway, immense chimney in center and many 

• fireplaces as I remember it." 

Many years ago, in searching deeds for details of the earlier titles to 
land in Great Lot 25, the present writer found reference" to a white oak 
tree at "buck's horn corner." Mr. Silas Wodell and Mr. Stephen H. 
Merritt, both then living, were able to identify the location of the tree 
(in the vicinity of the mill-site) but the meaning of "buck's horn corner" 
no one knew. Since then the writer has found a deed" for a piece of 
land in Great Lot 13, the boundaries of which piece were said to begin 
"by a stake and a buck's horn on the said stake." Evidently there is here 
revealed a pioneer's method of marking boundaries that is somewhat 
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colorful in itself and which suggests that deer were plentiful in Dutches& 
in the eighteenth century. 

Henry Filkin, the second, son of the patentee, and for whom Filkin-
town was named, came to Dutchess County from Long Island and from. 
1735 to 1738/1739 lived at Poughkeepsie (in a house on the west side 
of the King's Highway near the present Pine street) .17 He then removed 
to the site of the present hamlet of Washington Hollow, his house there-
being marked with his name on the map of Great Nine Partners Patent 
that is owned by Miss Wodell. He served Dutchess County in public 
office as lieutenant of militia,18 commissioned 1739; supervisor1-9 1741--
1748 ; sheriff20 1743-1748; and as a member2 i of the 27th Assembly of 
New York 1752-1758. His name is not on the tax-list after 1773 and 
he probably died during that year. 

Of the ten children" of Henry Filkin, the patentee (seven sons and. 
three daughters), three sons and two daughters came to Dutchess to live_ 
Beside Henry Filkin, the second, there was Isaac Filkin, born" February 
9, 1701/1702, who married Tryntjen Parmentier and owned a grist-mill 
at what is now called Bloomvale north of Washington Hollow. Francis 
Filkin, born22 October 24, 1703, lived for some years at Poughkeepsie 
and is accounted for in much detail in the Year Book of the Dutchess, 
County Historical Society for 1938, volume 23, pages 52-71. Catherine 
Filkin, own daughter of the patentee, born22 August 21, 1707, married 
in 172723 Court Van Voorhees of Flatlands, L. I., and soon after came 
with him to Rombout Precinct, Dutchess County; while Antje Ruard,. 
step-daughter of the patentee, married" Frans Hegeman of Long Island 
and took up residence25 with him on Great Nine Partners Patent (prob-
ably on Water-Lot number 2, on the east side of the King's Highway,. 
opposite the present Novitiate of St. Andrew in the town of Hyde Park)... 

The census of the United States for 1790 records fourteen house-
holds in the state of New York, listed under the name Filkin. Six were 
in Dutchess (probably the descendants of Henry Filkin, the second, and 
of his brother, Isaac) ; seven were in Albany County and one in Colum-
bia; which figures show the small number of the family and its limited 
range of distribution. 

It is therefore desirable that the name: Filkintown should be known 
and understood about today, not only in connection with Henry Filkin, 
the second, but to recall also his father, Henry Filkin, the fi rst, as one 
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of the patentees of the Great Nine Partners Patent. 
HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS. 
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HIBERNIA MILLS 

TOWN OF CLINTON, DUTCHESS COUNTY 

In the southeast corner of the town of Clinton; Dutchess County, 
there is a rural neighborhood known as Hibernia. Off the beaten track 
of travel on an old road, Hibernia now is a quiet spot but there was once 
a time when it was an active center of affairs. Its activity was occasioned 
by the presence of mills, in a day when grist- and saw- and fulling-mills 
were all important to an agricultural region and such mills were made 
possible at Hibernia by good water-power. 

The main line of the Wappingers Creek crosses the town of Clinton 
from northeast to southwest at Hibernia and forms a base for a triangu-
lar tract of land, the other two sides of which triangle are formed by the 
eastern and southern boundary lines of the town of Clinton. Across the 
triangular tract of land there flows northward a stream, known as the 
East Branch of the Wappingers, which joins the Wappingers proper at 
the base of the triangle and, on the East Branch, just before it reached 
the Wappingers, is a site for a mill that was early made use of. 

The mill-site on the East Branch and the triangular tract of land lie 
within Great Lot number 5 of the Great Nine Partners Patent and a 
deed' on record, dated December 8, 1785, shows the conveyance by 
David Arnold and Hannah, his wife, of Charlotte Precinct, to Robert 
Irwin, merchant, also of Charlotte, of fifty acres in this vicinity for a 
consideration of I 1300. The fifty acres were in the southeast angle of 
Great Lot number 5 and were bounded on the east by Great Lot number 
14 and on the south by Great Lot number 6 (the lines of the lots being 
equivalent to the present town lines) ; the main course of the Wappingers 
(crossed by a bridge) lay on their northwest border; and the highway 
"from Isaac Bloom's mills" skirted them at the west. The deed men-
tions that it conveyed with the land watercourses, houses, mills, mill-
dams, barns, etc., and that this was not mere legal verbiage (as was the 
case in many early deeds) but that the fifty acres were actually well im-
proved with buildings in 1785 is indicated by the large price paid by Rob-
ert Irwin. Among the improvements listed were mills and mill-dams so 
it is evident that the power-site on the East Branch of the Wappingers 
had by 1785 begun to be utilized. How much earlier a mill may have 
been in operation at this point is not now apparent. David Arnold, who 
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sold to Robert Irwin, would seem to have been a land-owner in this 
vicinity at least as early as 1775 for, between 1775 and 1784, "David 
Arnold's bridge" is often mentioned in the records of Crum Elbow 
Precinct.2

Three months after his purchase of the fifty acres with the mill-site, 
Robert Irwin, on March 10, 1786, sold3 an equal one-half right in the 
property to Robert Smith, merchant, of Charlotte Precinct, for 650, 
but it is not clear how long their partnership lasted. That Robert Smith 
removed to New York City after a time is shown by an announcement 
he published in thePoughkeepsie Journal of October 27, 1789, in which 
he said he was in New York at Ten Eyck's store, at the east corner of 
C'oentie's slip and Front street, and that he had room there to receive all 
kinds of country produce. He expressed the hope that "Country Gentle-
men" would favor him with their custom. Incidentally, this announce-
ment is a good contemporary illustration of the close and active trade 
relations between the farms of Dutchess and the markets in New York. 

Robert Smith was succeeded at Hibernia by John Newitt who, also, 
was in partnership with Robert Irwin but the exact period of this asso-
ciation has not been determined. The recital of title in a deed4 for the 
mill-site, dated November 30, 1792, says that Robert Smith conveyed his 
undivided one-half right in the same to John Newitt on March 25, 1791. 
However, prior to that date, John Newitt had been in business with 
Robert Irwin on some basis other than that of a half-right in the real 
estate, for on February 6, 1791, "Irwin and Newitt" advertised in the 
Poughkeepsie Journal that they had dissolved partnership and were offer-
ing the farm and mills for sale. Their advertisement ran through the 
year 1791 and is printed below in full because it affords an interesting 
record of the details of a rural mill-site of that period and also because 
it contains the first mention so far found of the name: Hibernia. Noth-
ing appears to show who conferred the name but surely some one attached 
to Ireland and moved by nostalgia must have been responsible for it. 

From: THE POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, Thursday, November 24, 
1791, p. 4, c. 1. 

HIBERNIA MILLS 
TO BE SOLD 

Consisting of a GRIST-MILL, 
SAW-MILL & FULLING-MILL 

The Grist-Mill, Saw-Mill and Dam are quite new, situate on a 
never-failing stream, in a fine WHEAT Country, about ten miles from 
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D'Cantillon's landing on the North River, and nearly east from Pough-
keepsie. There is also a good FARM of fifty acres, with a good Store, 
Barns, &c &c. all in perfect repair, and fit for the immediate reception 
of a family. 

This place is well worth the attention of any person desirous to 
carry on country business on a large scale, as the Grist-Mill is of the 
best construction, with two run of stones, bolts, screens, &c. perfectly 
adapted for the carrying on the Flouring business—remarkable for 
grinding fast, and commanding a great run of country work. It can 
store fifteen thousand bushels of Wheat and is allowed by good judges 
to be one of the best Mills in this State. The store is large, commodious, 
and well established in business for some years past—the farm well 
fenced; has on it two hundred bearing apple trees of the best grafts, 
and a large proportion of meadow, well watered. 

As the partnership of the proprietors is dissolved, these concerns 
will be sold on very reasonable terms. Apply to William Hill in New 
York, Archibald Stewart, Poughkeepsie, or the subscribers on the 
premises. 

IRWIN and NEWETT. 
Hibernia Mills, 6th Feb. 1791. 

The above announcement by Irwin and Newitt was slow to win 
response but finally purchasers were found and, on November 30, 1792, 
a deed5 was given to John Searing of North Hempstead and Samuel 
Wood, late of Cow Neck, Queens County. In 1785 Robert Irwin had 
paid 1300 for the property but in 1792 he and John Newitt sold it to 
Searing and Wood for I 1800, from which fact it is fair to assume that 
the business at Hibernia had developed and appreciated in the intervening 
years. 

John Searing seems to have remained on Long Island and Samuel 
Wood to have come in person to Dutchess County but they together 
retained title to Hibernia Mills and farm for about three years. In the 
spring of 1796 the title was held by James M. Hughes, counsellor at law, 
of New York City, who gave a mortgage6 on the property to "John 
Searing of Queen's County, merchant," and "Samuel Wood of the town 
of Clinton, Dutchess County," which mortgage was cancelled July 18, 
1799, by a discharge signed by Samuel Wood. On the day of that dis-
charge, "Joseph Doughty, Jr., miller, of the town of Clinton, and Phebe, 
his wife," gave a mortgage7 on the farm and mills to "Samuel Wood, 
miller, of New Rochelle". No deed has been found either to James M. 
Hughes or to Joseph Doughty but apparently Hughes was the owner 
from 1796 to 1799 and Doughty succeeded him. The tenure of Joseph 
Doughty was longer than that of any of his predecessors for it lasted 
_about ten years. Financial embarassment seems to have terminated it, 
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inasmuch as on November 29, 1809, the property was purchased by 
George B. Evertson at a sheriff's sale.8

George B. Evertson was a prominent resident of the village of 
Poughkeepsie and it is with his name that the printed histories of 
Dutchess County associate Hibernia Mills, making no mention of the 
mills in the years immediately following the War of the Revolution. Of 
those years this article now provides an account. 

Mr. Evertson bought the mills only to sell as, on October 10, 1810, 
a year after his purchase, he placed the following advertisement in the 
Poughkeepsie paper. 

From: POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL and CONSTITUTIONAL RE-
PUBLICAN, Wednesday, October 10, 1810, P. 3, c. 2. 

MILLS 

FARM FOR SALE 
FOR SALE, HIBERNIA, MILLS and FARM, situate in the town 

of Clinton 14 miles from the Village of Poughkeepsie and 2 north from 
the Dutchess Turnpike at Timothy Beadle's. This property consists of a 
Grist Mill with two run of Stones, with four floors, and has lately un-
dergone a thorough repair. A new Fulling Mill, two stories high, and a 
Saw Mill with everything compleat for business, and one of the best 
stands in the county. All of the above Mills are on one dam and on a 
never failing stream of water. 

ALSO, 
A good house for a Fuller with two rooms and a cellar—The farm 

contains 110 acres of the best Land. The buildings on the farm are a 
good Brick house, two stories high, with a good Barn and two Hay 
Houses. 

ALSO, 
A large Store house and Shed with fixtures for a Merchant, with 

sufficient room for a family. The above property has undergone a gen-
eral repair this Season, and is in order for business. The Subscriber 
offers this property an object to the purchaser with the addition of pay-
ments easy, and a good tittle. 

G. B. EVERTSON. 
Poughkeepsie, Oct. 10, 1810. 

How soon a sale of the mills took place there is no deed on record 
out of George B. Evertson to show but, at an unknown date, John 1. 
Cooper became the owner, a fact that is learned from an advertisement 
he published under date of October 11, 1815, and which reAs as follows. 

From: POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, Wednesday, November 1, 1815?
p. 2, c. 1. 

FOR SALE 
THE HIBERNIA FARM & MILLS 

SITUATE in the Town of Clinton, Dutchess county, thirteen miles 
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from the town of Poughkeepsie and six from Pleasant Valley. Sixty 
acres of choice land, forty four of which is in high state of cultivation 
and is well divided into up and meadow Land, in good fence, and the 
remainder is well wooded, chiefly oak and walnut. On said land is a 
good Brick house, a good store house convenient for a family to live in 
exclusive of the store room and is occupied as such now and has been 
occupied as a store for a great number of years and is a very good 
stand for a store.—Another new house, convenient for two families to 
live in and is occupied as such now, a good barn, a large shed, a horse 
shed with all necessary out houses, a never failing well of good water 
near the house with about forty old apple trees and a young orchard of 
grafted trees. The whole will be sold together or twenty three acres 
of the land will be kept off from the farm as may best suit the purchas-
er, and will be sold on a moderate price, payment easy, and an indisput-
able title given by the subscriber on the premises. The above property 
is sold on account of the subscriber's ill health. 

JOHN I. COOPER. 
Oct. 11, 1815. 

Taken together the advertisements quoted above disclose certain 
interesting facts about Hibernia between 1785 and 1815. -When first 
heard of in 1785 this particular mill-site had fifty acres attached to it but 
after 1799 the farm was added to until in 1810 it had grown to one-
hundred and ten acres. In 1815 sixty acres were offered for sale so the 
size of the farm changed several times. 

A store was apparently the first business venture at Hibernia for in 
1791 a store, then conducted there, was said to have been "well estab-
lished in business for some years past," while the advertisement of 1815 
stated that the "good store house" had been occupied as a store "for a 
great number of years." 

Following the store were a grist-mill and a saw-mill, which were 
referred to in the advertisement of 1791 as "new". The advertisement 
of 1810 said that the grist-mill was four floors in height, which accords 
with the assertion made in 1791 that it could store fifteen-thousand bush-
els of wheat. 

In 1791 a fulling-mill was on the property, while in 1810 a "new" 
fulling mill, two stories high, and a house for a fuller had been built. 

By the deed of 1785 "houses" were conveyed but no detailed infor-
mation appears until in 1810 a brick house of two stories was mentioned 
as though it were the principal dwelling on the property. 

It should be noted that several men from outside of Dutchess were 
connected with Hibernia Mills, a circumstance also observable at Pleas-
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ant Valley9 at the same time, when local water-power attracted capital 
for investment. 

The location of Hibernia Mills is variously described in the adver-
tisement by which the mills and farm were offered for sale and the 
descriptions reveal the other places, accessibility to which was thought to 
make the property desirable. Three times proximity to Poughkeepsie was 
mentioned; once nearness to De Cantillon's Landing on the North River; 
in 1810 Hibernia was said to be two miles north of the Dutchess Turn-
pike "at Timothy Beadle's" (Timothy Beadle's being at the site of the 
present Washington Hollow) ; and in 1815 the mills were advertised as 
six miles from Pleasant Valley (which village, like Timothy Beadle's 
house, was on the Dutchess Turnpike). These references are explainable 
in the light of the fact that easy approach to river-landings for the ship-
ment of flour and farm produce to New York was an unquestioned ad-
vantage for a mill in the interior of the county. 

To reach Poughkeepsie from Hibernia Mills the route lay south-
ward to the present Washington Hollow or southwestward to the present 
Pleasant Valley and thence in each case via the main road to Pough-
keepsie. 

The road from Hibernia to De Cantillon's Landing was a more 
winding way. It led first southwestward to the present Salt Point; then 
southwestward to the present Netherwood ; then generally westward by 
two right-angled turns to a four corners on Quaker Lane, (a mile and a 
half south of the Crum Elbow Meeting House of the Friends) ; then 
westward, crossing the Fallkill, to the present East Park; then south-
westward to a point on the Post Road at the south end of the present 
village of Hyde Park; north on the Post Road to what is now the center 
of the village; and so westward to the river. 

Today there are but few persons who are familiar with the part once 
played in Dutchess by the mill-sites in the county and so the details 
egarding Hibernia Mills in the early years of their operation are here 

recorded in an attempt to preserve the story of a vanished enterprise. 

The writer is indebted to Mr. George S. Van Vliet of the town of 
Clinton for a list of owners of Hibernia Mills that extends into the third 
quarter of the nineteenth century and which is based upon assessment 
rolls. The list provides the following names and dates: John I. Cooper, 
1815; Shedric Wing, (date?) ; Oliver Losee, 1830; Rowland Hazard, 
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1g34; William Hazard, 1837; William Coffin, 1851; George W. Cook-
ingham, 1860; John M. Bowman, 1867; Oliver H. Drew, (date?). 

HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS. 
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DE CANTILLON'S LANDING 

On a preceding page of this Year Book an account of Hibernia 
Mills in the town of Clinton, Dutchess County, shows that one of the 
advantages of the said mill-site was considered to be its accessibility to 
De Cantillon's Landing and it therefore becomes of interest to know 
something of that center of business on the shore of Hudson's river. 

The ninth Water-Lot, laid out under the Great Nine Partners 
Patent in 1699, extended from the mouth of Crum Elbow Creek south-
ward along the river. This frontage was acquired in the second quarter 
of the eighteenth century by Jacobus Stoutenburgh and at an unknown 
date a dock was built a little below Crum Elbow Creek which was 
known as Stoutenburgh's landing. Whether it was a private dock for 
family convenience or a public landing for commercial purposes is not 
clear. 

In 1770 a marriage took place between a granddaughter of Jacobus 
Stoutenburgh (Mary, daughter of Tobias) and a certain Richard De 
Cantillon. Born in 1745 Richard, when married, was twenty-five years 
old and was probably newly arrived in Dutchess County. His obviously 
Ft ench name is not identified with any of the groups of Huguenots that 
settled in New York and a fair supposition is that he came to the Hudson 
valley from one of the French islands in the West Indies, color to such a 
supposition being given by the fact that his trade relations with the West 
Indies after he came to Dutchess were active. 

In 1772 (two years after Richard married Mary Stoutenburgh) 
mention was made of "De Cantillon's store" in the Crum Elbow Pre-
cinct Record Book (an eighteenth century volume on deposit in the 
Adriance Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie), the context indicating that 
the store was somewhere in the interior of the county. In 1778 (eight 
years after his marriage) he bought one-hundred acres of land, fi ve miles 
east of the river, in the town of Clinton (which farm he nearly doubled 
in size by a purchase' made in 1790) but it was not until 1786 that a 
reference to "Cantillon's Mills" in the Crum Elbow Precinct Record 

Book implies that Richard had taken on milling beside a store and a 

farm. 
The original Jacobus Stoutenburgh gave to his son, Luke, a tract of 

land that included the site of the present village of Hyde Park and that 
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extended thence to the river. Luke Stoutenburgh died in 1789 and in 
1791 his farm was surveyed and mapped. At the date of the map his 
land did not run west as far as to the river and so it is highly probable 
that Luke in his lifetime had sold his river-frontage. With these circum-
stances in mind it is to be noted that in 1787 the Grunt Elbow Precinct 
Record Book refers to a road that ended at the river "at Cantillon and 
Stoutenburgh store," which at once places Richard De Cantillon as in 
business at the river at that time. 

On June 4, 1789, Richard De Cantillon and James Stoutenburgh 
purchased from Dr. Samuel Bard four small pieces of land on the north 
side of Crum Elbow Creek between the river and the Post. Road, which 
apparently adjoined mill-sites, and the deed2 states that the four parcels 
had been in the possession of the purchasers since May 6, 1788. 

In an advertisement in the Poughkeepsie Journal of October 13, 
1789, there is an incidental reference to "DeCantillon and Stouten-
burgh's landing" and in the Crum Elbow Precinct Record Book mention 
was made in 1792 of "De Cantillon's landing." 

The above items from 1786 to 1792 show Richard De Cantillon 
engaged in business at the river-front and near or on Crum Elbow Creek 
and in partnership all or part of the time with James Stoutenburgh. It 
would seem that in 1792 or 1793 the partnership was dissolved because 
in 1793 Richard De Cantillon obtained from the state a patent for flats 
or land-under-water, between high water and a channel in the river, 
which flats extended from the mouth of Crum Elbow Creek southward. 
He would hardly have sought the patent had he not previously acquired 
title to the land immediately behind the flats. As a matter of fact, while 
his purchase of the said land is not recorded, he was ultimately in possess-
ion of a tract of seventy-two acres, bounded west by the river and north 
by Crum Elbow Creek, which was disposed of by his children after his 
death. 

In connection with obtaining a patent for the flats a survey and map 
of the flats were made by Henry Livingston, Jr., which are on record at 
Albany. The map, dated April 19, 1793, is marked: "Richard D. Can-
tillon's Estate" and shows a dock or "landing" running across the flats 
from shoreline to channel and a large storehouse on the dock. A road 
led eastward from the dock. On the south side of the road and near the 
landing was an unusually large dwelling-house, long and low, facing 
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west. Four other structures dotted the course of the road and two 
buildings stood on the south side of Crum Elbow Creek. Such was the 
development in the vicinity of this landing in 1793. 

The map made in 1793 tallies in detail with the map3 of the town 
of Clinton made in 1797, which latter records (in a key to the numbers 
.on it) that near the mouth of Crum Elbow Creek on the river-front 
were :—Richard De Cantillon's store and dock; a dwelling; grist- and 
saw-mills; and "several other dwelling-houses and outhouses." Also on 
the town map of 1797 was Richard De Cantillon's "farmhouse", in a 
location a few miles due east from the landing. 

In 1797 De Cantillon's affairs seem to have been prosperous but 
soon after a turn came for he rented his landing to John Radcliffe and 
retired to his farm. Radcliffe soon wished to remove to .(the present) 
Rhinecliffe so in January, 1799, the landing was advertised for rent 
again and a month later Henry Mott of Poughkeepsie hired it. 

But the following May 1st Richard De Cantillon mortgage& his 
home farm. On August 12, 1801, he advertised for sale his property at 
the landing, his home farm, and also a piece of real estate on the west 
•shore of the Hudson in Ulster County. No purchaser appearing, the 
landing was rented in the spring of 1802 to Oliver and John Green for 
"a term of years." 

Richard De Cantillon died5 February 18, 1806, in his sixty-first 
year and his wife, Mary, on August 29, 1808.6 They left two sons,—
Richard (second) and Tobias S. De Cantillon,—and two daughters,—
Catherine, who married Patrick B. Collins, and Maria, who married 
Humphrey Wood. These heirs mortgaged7 the landing estate April 24, 
1809, and on June 13, 1809, advertised it for sale. They also mortgage& 
the home farm on August 20, 1810. 

Misfortunes must have multiplied for on February 26, 1811, seven-
ty-two acres at the river and all improvements to them were sold at fore-
closure9 to John Parkinson. He in turn conveyed" the same on May 1, 
1812, for $15,000.00 to Peter De Riemer, who (with his son-in-law, 
Robert Gilbert Livingston) did business there for a time. 

Appended below are copies of the notices that were printed in the 
Poughkeepsie paper about De Cantillon's Landing. They should be read 
carefully for they present a realistic picture of the appearance of a 
typical center of commerce on the bank of the Hudson around 1800. 
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The notices include also a detailed description of Richard De Cantillon's 
farm and farmhouse. The house was on the road that runs east from the 
four corners formed where the east-west road crosses Quaker Lane and 
stood at a fork in the road where the right turn leads to Netherwood. 
South of the site of the house, across the road, there is a large flat meadow 
said to have been used in the early nineteenth century as a training-
ground for militia. 

At the present time the site of the house of Richard De Cantdillon 
(in the northwest angle of the fork of the road)" is occupied by a house 
built in 1843 by Israel Marshall. The farm of De Cantillon had pre-
viously been acquired by one of the Marshall family and it remained in. 
that family until March, 1940, when title passed to Mrs. James For-
restal of New York City. The house of Richard De Cantillon's time 
was removed when the present house was built. In 1801 the advertise-
ment offering the farm for sale refers to a "new" building on it, suitable 
for use as a store. Definite tradition has come down that the building 
was so occupied and it is known that it was also used as a place in which 
to hold town meetings of the original town of Clinton (prior to the 
division of that town in 1821). The small structure was standing in 
May, 1940, and used in late years as a wagon-house and garage. 

Perhaps the most unusual information provided by the advertise-
ments of the landing-property has to do with the lumber industry. In 
1799 mention occurs of: " . . . the middel of May, about the time that 
logs come down the river;" while in 1801 it was stated that: "any num-
ber of logs may be purchased every spring out of the rafts as they pass 
down the river." In the eighteenth century lumber was one of the chief 
exports of Dutchess County but, gradually, it declined in relative im-
portance as a growing market led to the exploitation of the Catskills and 
the Adirondacks. From thence timber-cutting spread westward. until in 
the present era it reached the Pacific coast. This wanton destruction of 
the forests, which form one of the great natural resources of the conti-
nent, left in its wake at many points the evil of erosion and floods. Very 
little is in print regarding the lumber industry as it once was in the 
region of the Hudson and these items of contemporary record are there-
fore valuable. 

Also unusual is a detail given concerning the farm of Richard De 
Cantillon. The advertisement of August 12, 1801, said that: "sweet 
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water is brought in trunks from a never-failing spring to the house, 
kitchen, store and hog-pen." This was in a day long before plumbing 
was known and the "trunks"—presumably the hollowed boles of large 
trees—were a first step toward modern piping. 

The description in 1801 of the large dwelling at the landing and of 
the farmhouse in the interior mentions in each case a kitchen in a way 
that raises the question whether the kitchens were detached outbuildings, 
as kitchens sometimes were in those times. Certainly the presence at the 
landing of "a large out cellar, frost proof, contiguous to and convenient 
for the house and kitchen", was an instance of the custom of "cellars" cut 
deep under ground and securely closed for the cold storage of food sup-
Plies. One such cellar survived until recent years and was seen by the 
present writer at Clinton Point, town of Poughkeepsie, on the property 
once the home of Vice-President Clinton (and a place of great beauty, 
which now has been destroyed by a stone-crushing plant). 

The advertisements also provide interesting statements of detail_ 
regarding the two main dwelling-houses offered for sale (one at the 
landing, one on the farm in the interior) ; of the three-story storehouse, 
84 by 30 feet; the grist-mill on Crum Elbow Creek, 66 by 30 feet, five 
stories high, the first story of stone; two saw-mills; the sloops, carrying 
freight and passengers, that sailed to and from the dock; &c. 

And finally in the advertisements of 1801 stress was laid upon the 
fact that the landing had behind it "an extensive, rich, fertile, and highly 
cultivated country, intersected with numerous good roads," while in 1809 
the landing was said to stand "in the midst of a populous and wealthy 
country." The prosperity enjoyed by Dutchess County in its agricultural 
period is known of to many today by family tradition but these contem-
porary references to the same form pleasant reading for this generation. 

From: THE POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, Tuesday, February 5, 1799, 
p. 3, c. 3. 

"THE public is hereby informed, that the Store, Mills, and Landing 
of Richard D'Cantillon, Esq. now occupied by the subscriber, are' to be 
let for one, two, or three years, or longer if required. The property 
consists of a Dock, Store, two Saw Mills, a Grist Mill with four pair 
of stones, a corn kiln, a large and commodious dwelling house with a 
number of convenient out houses, and four smaller dwelling houses 
suitable for small families, together with about seventy acres of land. 

The situation of this property is so well known, that it needs no 
recommendation. It is sufficient to say that it is only 7 miles north of 
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Poughkeepsie, on the Crum Elbow Creek. It may be hired in part or 
the whole as may best suit those who have a wish to rent it, and pos-
session had the 1st of April, of all except the Saw-mills which will be 
delivered the middle of May, about the time that logs come down the 
river. 

The subscriber being under engagements to occupy the place where 
his father now lives, proposes to remove there in the spring. For terms 
apply to Richard D'Cantillon, Esq., five miles east of the Landing. 

JOHN RADCLIFF. 
Clinton, January 29, 1799." 

From: THE POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, Tuesday, March 5, 1799, 
p. 1, col. 3. 

"THE SUBSCRIBER 
HAVING hired the Store and Dock of Richard D'Cantillon, Esq. now 
occupied by Messrs. Radcliff and Van Ness, informs his friends and the 
public, that a sloop of 75 tons burthen will commence running from said 
dock on the fi rst Saturday of April next for New-York, and continue to 
leave it every other Saturday during the season. Those who may favor 
him with their business, may rely on his faithful performance, and the 
utmost punctuality. The vessel is well found, and has good accommo-
dations for passengers. 

HENRY MOTT. 
February 25, 1799." 

From: THE POUGHKEEPSIE JOURNAL, Tuesday, January 5, 1802, 
p. 1, col. 1. 

"FOR SALE 
THAT VERY VALUABLE AND productive estate, situate on the 

east bank of Hudson's river near the mouth of Crumelbow or fish creek, 
in the great Nine Partners, County of Dutchess and State New York; 
about midway between the cities of New-York and Albany. The farm 
contains about fifty acres, the greater part of which is covered with a 
growth of young timber, apple and other fruit trees. There is on the 
premises an extensive dock, on part of which stands a store house, 
eighty-four feet by thirty feet, having three floors, completely finished, 
for the reception of grain of all kinds, as well as provisions and mer-
chandise, (the water here is of sufficeint depth for any vessel sailing 
on this river, & free from every kind of obstruction) a large corn store, 
including a kiln for parching corn for the West-India market; a hand-
some and convenient dwelling house, well finished, forty two feet by 
thirty feet, having a piazza in front, containing ten rooms, two large 
entries, a back dining room, and kitchen; a large out cellar frost proof, 
contiguous to and convenient for, the house and kitchen; a carriage 
house and stable, a small barn, cooper's shop, poultry house, and smoke 
house; a large garden and fruit yard, containing a variety of bearing 
trees; a large asparagus bed, which yields abundantly; the garden and 
yards paled and boarded upon red cedar posts; also a dry goods and 
grocery store with shelves, counters, and fixtures complete; an office, 
a large garret, and a fine dry cellar under the whole. — Also a mill 
house, sixty-six feet by thirty feet, the fi rst story stone, having five 
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floors, four pair of stones, two pair being the best French bur, and two 
pair best Esopus, judged to be little inferior to the former, with rolling 
screen, bolts, &c. all completely finished. These mills have been some 
years, and are now, in the practice of manufacturing large quantities 
of wheat for the New-York market and the flour made therein estab-
lished a character equal to any brought to that city. These mills, if well 
supplied and properly attended, will grind from thirty to forty thous-
and bushels of wheat yearly, exclusively of country grists, which are 
considerable. Also two saw mills, one of them having two saws, worked 
by a double crank; these mills will cut fifteen hundred logs yearly, and 
any number of logs may be purchased every spring, out of the rafts as 
they pass down the river. Also several small houses with gardens, for 
the accomodation of boatmen, millers, and sawyers. To describe the 
many valuable properties attached to this estate would be too lengthy 
for the limits of an advertisement; let it suffice, that here are the great-
est conveniencies for erecting extensive Tanneries, Distilleries, Brewer-
ies and shipbuilding; and that it has on its rear an extensive, rich, 
fertile, and highly cultivated country, intersected with numerous good 
roads, happily situated and connected for the emolument of this prop-
erty. It is a doubt whether there is another spot on Hudson's river, 
between New-York and Albany, that combines and possesses more valu-
able and various conveniences, or that is better worthy the notice of a 
company versed in foreign or domestic trade. Every kind of produce 
suitable to the West India markets may be procured here at the shortest 
notice & on as reasonable terms as in any part of the state. 

"Likewise a farm of excellent land of about 190 acres, handsomely 
situated in the Great Nine Partners, about five miles east from the 
before described landing, on the great and main road leading to the 
Oblong, Connecticut, &c. The meadows yield from 40 to 50 tons of the 
best English hay yearly; and with little expence much more might be 
made. There is woodland sufficient for the use of the farm. 

There is on the premises a good dwelling-house 49 by 30 feet, 
containing 7 rooms, with a good kitchen; a handsome piazza runs the 
whole length of the front and is entire completely finished and in neat 
order; a large barn and stables, hay house and sheds, an excellent hog 
pen, a smokehouse, and a new building convertible into a store with 
little expence ; a large and excellent garden containing a variety of 
fruit trees of the best sort; the garden and yards are paled and border-
ed on red cedar posts; and sweet water is brought in trunks from a 
never failing spring to the house, kitchen, store and hog pen. This 
place is inferior to none in this country for public business in the 
mercantile or innkeeping lines and the Farmer, Merchant or Inn-
keeper may here enter immediately into lucrative business without being 
under the necessity of expending money for necessary accomodations. 
For further particulars apply to the subscriber living on the last men-
tioned place. 

RICHARD D'CANTILLON. 

Aug. 12, 1801. 

N.B. The land under water of Hudson's river, from the channel 
to high water mark, in front of the two first described estates, are 
secured by patents. Should the above mills and lands not be sold by 
the 15th of February next, they will then be let." 
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From: The Poughkeepsie JOURNAL, Tuesday, April 20, 1802, p. 3, 
col. 4. 

"THE SUBSCRIBERS 

RESPECFULLY inform Merchants, farmers, and the Public in general, 
that they have taken the 

MILLS & LANDING 

of Richard D'Cantillon (for a term of years) 
SITUATE on the banks of Hudson's River, at the mouth of Crum 
Elbow creek, in the Great Nine Partners; where they intend carrying 
on the Milling business, and the purchasing of Wheat at the New-York 
price, without deduction for cash, or on price, storing that, and every 
other kind of grain, or grinding it on the owner's account; it is presumed 
needless to point to the many evident advantages accruing to the 
merchant and farmer, by lodging their grain in a merchant mill at a 
public landing, where they can either sell or have it manufactured as 
they judge best for their interest, without further trouble. For the 
further accomodation of the public, the subscribers provided a new, 
strong and well found vessel which commenced sailing from the Land-
ing, on Saturday the 10th, and will sail again on Saturday the 24th 
inst. and every Saturday after, alternately, from New-York and the 
Landing, during the season, at 4 o'clock on each day. 

We Likewise inform the public, that Mr. Patrick B. Collins has 
opened a general assortment of 

DRY GOODS & GROCERIES 
at said Landing, which he will dispose of, on reasonable terms, for 
cash or produce. 

The subscribers being firmly determined to transact all business 
intrusted to their care, for the best interest and emolument of their 
imployers, as far as integrity, industry and their judgment will suggest, 
therefore hope to merit the good opinion and the continuance of their 
favors. A constant supply of Plaister Paris, in stone or fine. 

OLIVER & JOHN GREEN. 
April 13, 1802." 

From: POLITICAL BAROMETER, Wednesday, July 5, 1809, p.4, col. 3-
"ELEGANT AND VALUABLE PROPERTY, 

FOR SALE 
THAT noted Estate called Cantillon's Landing, on the east bank of 
Hudson River, County of Dutchess, and State of New York, & 7 miles 
north of Poughkeepsie. On this place, patented to the channel of said 
river, and containing about 80 acres, are Gristmills, Sawmills, Plaister-
mills, Stores, Docks, Dwelling houses, and other buildings, a never fail-
ing stream of water, orchard, various fruit trees, excellent land, &c. 
This place, standing in the midst of a populous and wealthy country, is 
most happily situated for all business appertaining to the merchant, 
manufacturer, and mechanic.— 
terms made known by Messrs. Cantillon & Collins, on the premises. 
June 13, 1809." 

HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS. 
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ST. BARNABAS' HOSPITAL 

St. Barnabas' Hospital, the fi rst hospital to be opened in Pough-
keepsie, was established in 1871 by the three Protestant Episcopal 
Churches of the city with an endowment fund contributed by a number 
of liberal-minded members of the churches. It was first opened at 127 
Garden street but in 1873 it was removed to more commodious quarters 
at 108 North Clinton street. There it continued its valuable services to 
the people of Poughkeepsie for a period of sixteen years under the man-
agement of a board of trustees representing the three Epicopal parishes, 
namely: Christ Church, St. Paul's Church and the Church of the Holy 
Comforter. The first board of trustees was composed of the Rev. Phi-
lander K. Cady, D. D., of Christ Church, the Rev. Robert Fulton 
Crary, D. D., of the Church of the Holy Comforter and the Rev. Steph-
en H. Synnott of St. Paul's Church, Mr. William A. Davies, Mr. Steph-
en M. Buckingham, Mr. Robert Sanford, Dr. Edward H. Parker, Mr. 
Benjamin Van Loan and Mr. Winthrop Atwill. The visiting staff of 
physicians and surgeons included John C. Payne, M. D. ; William C. 
Stevenson, M. D.; Alfred Hasbrouck, M. D.; Edward H. Parker, M. 
D.; Elizabeth H. Gerow, M. D.; David B. Ward, M. D.; Robert K. 
Tuthill, M. D. ; C. A. Campbell, M. D.; Guy C. Bayley, M. D. and 
oculist, John Kinkead, M. D. 

In 1887, when Vassar Brothers Hospital was opened and the staff 
jf physicians practised there, it was decided by the trustees of St. Barna-
bas' Hospital to close. They had cared for, during the past sixteen 
years, an average of sixty-four patients a year, an average of eight pa-
tients a day. When the hospital was closed the furnishings were divided 
between the Gallaudet Home and the Children's Home. Such monies 
as were left after the closing were placed in an endowment fund under 
management of the board of trustees. Feeling that the sick of the city 
should have the benefit of this endowment, the minutes of the board 
meetings show many discussions by the trustees as to how they might 
continue to give the care to those who need their help. At one time 
they considered opening a hospital for infectious diseases. At another 
meeting they audited and paid for medical and surgical care of patients. 
Again, they ordered the examination of the eyes of school children and 
furnished eye glasses. 
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Finally, it was decided to employ a district nurse. On December 
12, 1908, Miss Martha Karnofska was employed at a salary of fifty 
dollars a month, with five dollars extra for car-fare. This salary was 
later increased. At the annual meeting, held October 19, 1914, Dr. 
John C. Otis gave the annual report of the district nurse as follows: 
Patients, 165; nursing visits, 1,498; friendly visits, 131; dismissed to 
hospitals, 15; died, 4; transferred to City Home, 4; first aid, 1; remain-
ing under care, 23; observation visits, 200. It was voted that this report 
be published in the daily papers. 

Miss Karnofska resigned as district nurse in 1921 and Miss Emma 
Slater was appointed in her place, a position which she still holds. 

The annual meeting of this committee is held in October. Such 
men as the Rev. Alexander G. Cummins, D. D.; Dr. Edward H. Parker, 
Dr. John C. Otis, Mr. George H. Sherman, the Rev. Francis B. Whit-
come, the Rev. Henry L. Ziegenfuss, D. D., have served on this commit-
tee for many years. The present board of trustees consists of the Rev. 
Alexander G. Cummins, D. D., president; Mr. Frank Brooks, secre-
tary; Mr. Alf rtd H. Fish, treasurer; Mr. Albert C. Rust, the Rev. 
Clarence A. Bull, Dr. Helen L. Palliser and the Rev. Roland J. Bunten. 

J. WILSON POUCHER. 
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SOMETHING ABOUT TRAINED NURSING 

One of the interesting events that has taken place in our generation 
is the rise of trained nursing,—a profession which has furnished a highly 
respectable and very useful career for thousands of young women. 

Generally credited with being the founder of trained nursing, as a 
profession, is Florence Nightingale, a young English woman, the care-
fully educated daughter of an aristocratic family of London, who from 
a young girl insisted that her life work would be to give better relief to 
the sick. She visited hospitals and homes for the unfortunate and gath-
ered what information she could. 

In the fall of 1854 Florence Nightingale started for the Crimea, 
where the English Army was engaged in war with Russia. Only un-
trained men cared for the sick and wounded. She had collected a band 
of thirty-eight women, Anglican and Catholic Sisters, which was later 
increased to one hundred and twenty-five. Here she expected to find 
fi fteen hundred patients but what she did find was between four and five 
thousand,—four miles of beds, close together and most of them simply 
straw, filthy, filled with vermin and all kinds of infection; no hospital 
supplies, no sheets or bed clothing, no laundry. There was very little 
water and that unfit for use. The death rate of these sick and wounded 
soldiers was forty-two per cent. What could she do? Many of the 
officers were unfriendly and would have nothing to do with her and her 
women but she was given charge of a section of the hospital where the 
officers in charge were friendly. She took a vigorous hold of the situ-
ation and improvement followed her efforts. In six months the death 
rate in her division of the hospital was reduced to two per cent. 

After her return home Florence Nightingale devoted her time and 
energies to the betterment and care of the sick. With a sum of money 
contributed by her friends, although opposed by a majority of the medical 
profession, she took charge of the Nightingale School of Nursing in 
London, in 1860, the fi rst of its kind in the world. 

The fi rst real training school for nurses in America was opened 
about 1876 in Philadelphia. In 1882 there were only twenty-two train-
ing schools for nurses in the United States. In 1920 the number had 
increased to over three thousand. 

During the American Civil War there were no trained nurses. 
Sisters of Charity, Sisters of Mercy and other religious societies did 
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valiant service in emergencies and were given great encouragement by 
President Lincoln but they were untrained. When, in 1898, the Spanish 
American War began there was still a strong prejudice against women 
nurses in the army hospitals. There was at this time very little differ-
ence in the army hospital corps than at the time of the Civil -War, twenty-
Eve years before. The corps consisted of enlisted men, who had received 
no previous instruction in the care of the sick or wounded and who must 
receive what instruction they could from the surgeon in charge when 
emergencies arose. 

In this connection I must relate, as briefly as possible, my experience 
at the Base Hospital at Camp Black, Long Island. In the summer of 
1898 an epidemic of typhoid fever broke out in camp. Major Wilcox, 
a fine old army surgeon who had served in the Civil War, together with 
seven hospital corps men established a hospital with a few hospital tents. 
Patients began to be sent in from the camp by ten to twenty a day. He 
called upon the regimental medical officers for assistance. I was one of 
those who responded. One morning I found the major flat on his back, 
unable to get up. I assured him that I would look after the hospital and 
when he did not improve in a day or two, advised him to go home for 
better care, which he did. I never saw him again. About a week later 
orders transferred me from my regiment and appointed me surgeon-in-
charge of the Base Hospital. In the meantime, the quarter-master had 
been kept busy enlarging the hospital, as patients were increasing in num-
ber every day. The only nursing care I could give them was a detail of 
soldiers from the regiments in camp, details shifting every twelve hours. 
I had only one assistant surgeon and how much instruction could we give 
these men? Just at this time I received by telephone from New York, 
an offer from the Red Cross to send me trained nurses,—all I could use. 
I had no authority for any such arrangement but it was tempting and I 
answered that if they could send a competent matron, I would try 
twenty-five nurses. They came the same day. Lieutenant Weigel, the 
quarter-master, put up tents for them and Miss Sutliffe, the matron, set 
them to work. Next day she told me they must have twenty-five more 
nurses and they came at once. I found I could feed them out of a sur-
plus I could save from the patients' maintenance fund. Then, as I had 
been complaining, in my daily reports to Washington, about the awful 
time I was having with a daily changing of hospital corps, I received an 
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order to recruit one hundred men from the regiments in camp. This 
was easy as the hospital corps was from the regular army and the pay 
was thirty dollars a month, against sixteen dollars in the volunteers. We 
could pick our men. After that things went much better. 

Just a word about those young nurses. When they arrived what 
did they find in the way of living quarters? Just a tent and army cot 
and mattress, not a sheet nor blanket. They had to sleep, if they found 
time for sleeping, in their clothes but I don't remember ever hearing a 
word of complaint. Miss Sutliffe was a prize. We owed a lot to those 
young women beside their services. They had been in camp only a few 
days when great quantities of all sorts of articles began to arrive,—
sheets, blankets, pillows, nightshirts, pajamas and so forth. Up to then 
the soldier-patient had just his cot and mattress and his soldier blanket. 
The nurses remained until the hospital was closed in late October, when 
the camp had been moved to the South. As they were volunteers, serv-
ing without pay, there was never any government record of their services, 
which has always been regretted by me and their friends. Several of 
these young women, after leaving Camp Black, were enlisted to go to 
Cuba, Porto Rico and the Philippines, among the first trained nurses 
ever employed in the United States Army. 

The Red Cross had no regular nursing service at this time. It was 
not until after 1905 that such was established. The Camp Black nurses 
were assembled by individual members and credited to the Red Cross. 
The Army Nurse Corps was formed in 1900 with one- to two-hundred 
nurses. During the World War over ten thousand army nurses served 
either in the hospitals in Europe or in the Base Hospitals at home, help-
ing in the care of the sick and wounded. A Navy Nursing Corps was 
formed about 1908. 

The fi rst recognition of trained nursing, as a profession, in America 
was in 1903 when New York and three other states, New Jersey, North 
Carolina and Virginia passed laws requiring the registration of these 
training schools with the State Educational Department and a registra-
tion of each graduate in the office of the county clerk of their county, 
giving them a certificate and the privilege of using an R. N. after their 
names, also requiring a three years course which had been up to this time 
usually two years. This law was a few years later repealed and a new 
law passed requiring a higher educational preparation for applicants to 
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triter training schools for nurses,—either a four years high school course 
.or its equivalent. 

In Dutchess County there are at present four training schools. The 
first was opened at the Hudson River State Hospital in 1886. When 
Vassar Brothers Hospital was opened in 1887, a training school was also 
opened there. St. Francis Hospital opened its school in 1914 and regis-
tered with the State Regents in 1922. Since then another training school 
has been opened at the Harlem Valley Hospital for mental diseases at 
Wingdale. At the Hudson River State and the Harlem Valley Hospitals 
both men and women are trained. 

At the present time there are thirty-seven nurses doing public nurs-
ing in Dutchess County: 

Five county nurses doing a generalized program. Employed by the 
Board of Supervisors, working under the direction of the Pub-
lic Health Committee and the general supervision of the State 
Department of Health. 

One township nurse doing a generalized program in Red Hook. 
Three nurses doing a generalized program and bedside nursing 

under the Northern Dutchess Community Service in Rhine-
beck. 

Three Child Welfare nurses under the Poughkeepsie Board of 
Health. 

One colored nurse doing a generalized program under the Pough-
keepsie Board of Health. 

Two nurses doing tuberculosis and venereal disease control work 
under the Poughkeepsie Board of Health. 

One nurse doing principally a health education 'program under the 
Dutchess County Health Association. 

One nurse doing a health education program and directing the Elks' 
Health Camp for children under the Poughkeepsie Committee 
on Tuberculosis and Public Health. 

Ten school nurses under Board of Education as follows—One nurse 
in School District No. 7, Arlington and Pleasant Valley. (1) 
Beacon, (1) Red Hook, (1) Wappingers Falls, (1) Staats-
burg, (part time) ; (1) Pine Plains, (3) Poughkeepsie Grade 
Schools, (1) Poughkeepsie High School. 

'Two Parochial School nurses (part time) under Poughkeepsie 
Board of Health. 

One Metropolitan Life Insurance nurse, Poughkeepsie, N .Y. 
One Metropolitan Life Insurance nurse, Beacon, N. Y. 
Three nurses doing a generalized program in Beacon. One of these 

is employed by the State Department of Health. 
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One public health nurse for Vassar College employees. 
One orthopedic nurse under State Department of Health. 
One District State Supervising nurse under State Department of 

Health. She is strictly attached to the office of Dr. Bertrand 
E. Roberts, District State Health Officer, who is administrative 
officer for the State Department of Health for the District of 
Dutchess and Putnam Counties. She exercises supervision over 
public health nurses in Dutchess and Putnam Counties, except 
school nurses who are under the State Department of Educa-
tion. 

Another one of the city nurses doing a generalized work among the 
needy of the city of Poughkeepsie is the St. Barnabas' Fund nurse, who is 
employed by a Board of Trustees, representing the three Episcopal 
churches of the city. The board administers an endowment fund, created 
when St. Barnabas' Hospital was closed in 1887, at the time Vassar 
Brothers Hospital was opened. The first St. Barnabas' nurse, Miss 
Martha Karnofska, served from 1908 to 1921, when she resigned and 
Miss Emma Slater was appointed and is still on duty. 

The child welfare nurses are each assigned to a particular district. 
Their work is in the homes. They instruct young mothers in the care 
and feeding of the new born. They hold childrens' clinics where they 
give instruction in progress, weight and so forth. They assist the city 
doctor in the care and nursing of indigent children. 

The school nurses inspect school children for eyes, hearing and 
physical defects, look after absentees, give fi rst aid and assist the school 
doctor in many ways. . 

What an assistant the country doctor has in the district nurse who 
is there to lend a helping hand in emergencies! One of my first exper-
iences with these efficient district nurses I shall always remember. There 
came a call to me one evening from my friend, Doctor Coborn of Hope-
well, saying he had a patient out in the Shenandoah Valley whom he 
suspected of haying a ruptured appendix. Could I come out and help 
him? Arriving there I at once corroborated the doctor's suspicions and 
said we must operate at once. There was only Doctor Coborn, with a 
young district nurse for help. We were "up against it," as the only light 
we had was a small kerosene hand-lamp, the light from which was only 
a glimmer. There was also the danger of the lamp so close to the ether. 
Then an idea struck me. I had the husband go out and remove .a panel 
of the door-yard fence. Then I drove my auto up to the window and 
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we had a fine bright light from that. I had also good assistance from the 
little nurse. I heard later from the doctor that the, patient made a fine 
recovery. 

In 1938 New York State passed a law requiring all persons, not 
registered nurses, who were doing nursing or expected to, in the state, 
•either to pass a required examination, showing that he or she had the 
required qualifications, or any person who had been engaged as a reput-
able nurse during at least one year prior to 1938, and who was certified 
by two qualified physicians, might receive a certificate as a practical nurse 
and must register as such in the office of the county clerk on or before 
July 1st, 1940. 

When, in 1887, Vassar Brothers Hospital was opened, Miss Ger-
trude Deyo was appointed head of the nursing staff and when very soon 
afterward it was decided to establish a training school for nurses she 
became superintendent of the school. Miss Deyo had received her train-
ing at the Memorial Hospital of Orange, New Jersey, where she gradu-
ated in October, 1885, having served as superintendent of the training 
school during her last year. 

As the training-for-nurses idea had not become so popular in those 
days, the training class at Vassar Brothers Hospital for the fi rst few years 
was small. The first nurse was graduated June 22, 1890, at the end of 
her two years course. She was Anna R. More. Next came Amy Mc-
Creery, September 1890; Josephine Still, July 11, 1891; Elizabeth Bur-
roughs, April 8, 1892; Effie Smith, June 4, 1892; Althea H Mackey, 
September 3, 1892; Helen S. Couzens, October 14, 1892; Hester M. 
Dolson, November 9, 1892; Josephine Montgomery, December 29, 1893; 
Martha G. Karnofska, March 10, 1894. From this time there was a 
steady increase in the number of student nurses. 

Miss Gertrude Deyo continued as superintendent until September 
3rd, 1898, when she resigned and married. She was succeeded as super-
intendent by her sister, Miss Sarah E. Deyo, who was a graduate in 
1896. She served until July, 1906, when she resigned to go to Mohonk 
Mountain House where she served as "official" nurse until October 1, 
1937. From 1906 until August, 1908, Miss Blanche E. Eldon and Miss 
Alice C. Ellison each served one year. Then Miss Clarabel A. Wheeler 
became superintendent until 1912. She is at present Executive Secretary 
of the National League of Nursing Education. Then Miss Mildred 



Deyo served until 1920. Upon her resignation the present efficient sup-
erintendent, Miss Rachel F. McCrimmon, who had for eight years been 
Miss Deyo's assistant, stepped into her place and has served almost con-
tinuously ever since. 

J. WILSON POUCHER. 
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