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SECRETARY'S MINUTES 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

JANUARY 23, 1948 

A , meeting of the Board of 

Trustees of the Dutchess County 

Historical Society was held on Fri-

day afternoon, January 23, 1948, 

at the Adriance Memorial Library, 

at four o'clock. 

Present: President Van Wyck, 

Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Guernsey, Miss 

Halstead, Mr. Mylod, Mr. Pouch-

er, Mrs. Steeholm, Mrs. Water-

man, the treasurer and the secre-

tary. 

The president called the meet-

ing to order and Miss Ruth A. 

Halstead was introduced and wel-

comed as a member of the board. 

The minutes of the meeting of 

the board, held May 20, 1947, 

were read and approved. 

The secretary reported that in-

asmuch as no semi-annual meet-

ing had been held in 1947, the re-

ports of the secretary and of the 

treasurer which might have been 

presented at such a meeting had 

been printed in the year book. 

These reports were approved. 

The curator reported that some 

of the more valuable possessions of 

the society which had been taken 

to the Franklin D. Roosevelt 

• Library for safekeeping during the 

war, were still at that library and, 
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with the permission of the director, 

could remain there temporarily or 

until the society had a better re-

pository for them. 

The president reported that 

nothing more had been heard of 

the proposition made by a photo-

grapher to take pictures of some 

of the older houses and historic 

spots in the county under the aus-

pices of this society. 

The president reported that the 

lease on the Glebe House property 

for ninety-nine years had been 

granted by the city to the Dutch-

ess County Historical Society and 

the Poughkeepsie Chapter of the 

Junior League. There was some 

discussion about the possibility of 

obtaining a room at the county 

building for the use of the society 

and it was agreed that the trust-

ees would be very glad to have such 

a room provided for the society. 

A letter from Mr. H. H. Flag-

ler was read, in which he expressed 

his regret that he could not meet 

with the board on this occasion 

and his hope that he would meet 

with them again when he came to 

his Millbrook home in the sum-

mer. 

A letter was read from Mrs. 



Ona Tweedy, in which she 

brought to ..the attention of the 

society the tact that the 99th and 

100th milestones located in the 

town of Rhinebeck had been moved 

from their former locations and 

were now only a fraction of a mile 

apart. Mr. Guernsey was asked 

to take up the matter with Mr. 

Bixby, the chief of the local divi-

sion of the New York State De-

partment of Public Works. 

A report was made on the fall 

pilgrimage and the secretary was 

instructed to express the thanks of.

the society to the members of the 

pilgrimage committee, to Mr. W. 

J. Hammond, the officers of the 

Reformed Dutch Church, to Mrs. 

Peters who made the address there, 

and to the rector of the Trinity 

Protestant Episcopal Church, for 

their combined efforts which re-

sulted in a most successful oc-

casion. 

The following new members 

were elected Miss Grace Bullen-

kamp, Mrs. Frank J. Cale, Mr. 

Thomas Hahn, . Mrs. Thomas 

Hahn, Mr. Edward L. Hoe, Mrs. 

Edward L. Hoe, Mrs. Lorraine 

Houlihan, Mrs. Caroline G. How-

ell, Mrs. Emlen T. Littell, Mr. 

Atherton G. Marshall, Mrs. 

Atherton G. Marshall, Miss 

Esther Van H. Mulford, Miss 

Emma nurchie, Miss Ruth E. 

Murchie, Mr. Richard H. Rovere, 

Miss Elizabeth S. Scofield, Mr. 

Edward A. Schwartz, Mrs. How-

ard M. Sherwood and Mrs. Wil-

liam Shopmyer. 

The president announced that 

he would appoint a program chair-

man for the annual meeting to be 

held in May and that he would ap-

point a nominating committee. 

There being no further busine'ss, 

the meeting adjourned. 

AMY VER NOOY, 

Secretary. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MAY 6, 1948 

A meeting of the Board of 

Trustees of the Dutchess County 

Historical Society was held on 

Thursday afternoon, May 6, 1948, 

at the Adriance Memorial Library 

at four o'clock. 

Present: President Van Wyck, 

Mrs. Anderson, Dr. Baldwin, 
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Mrs. Green, Mr. Guernsey, Miss 

Halstead, Mr. IVIylod, Mr. 

Poucher, Mrs. Waterman, the 

treasurer and the secretary. 

The president announced that 

the meeting had been called to . 

discuss plans for the annual meet-

ing to be held in May. 



Mrs. Green, ,program chairm' an, 

reported that arrangements had 

been made with the Rev. Horace 

Hillery, pastor of the Presbyterian 

Church at Patterson, Putnam 

County, an authority on the history 

of eastern Dutchess County, to 

address the meeting. She said 

that Mr. Hillery would tell "The 

Story of the Old Oblong" and 

that she felt it would be of interest 

to many of the members of the so-

ciety. 

Mrs. Ver Nooy reported that 

tentative arrangements had been 

made for a luncheon meeting at 

the Nelson House, Poughkeepsie, 

on May 21, the business meeting 

to be held at 11:30 a. m. and the 

luncheon at 12:30. 

The secretary reported that 

word had been received from Mr. 

Flagler and from Mrs. Steeholm 

regretting their inability to attend 

the 'meeting. 

The treasurer reported a balance 

of $660.21 in the treasury and that 

a contribution of $15.00 had been 

made to the Helen Wilkinson Rey-

-nolds Memorial Fund. 

Mr. Guernsey reported that he 

had referred the inquiry regarding 
the change of location of the mile-

stones on the post road at Rhine-

beek to the New York State De-

partment of Pliblic Works and a 
letter from Mr. Bixby, of that de-,

partment, was read in which he ex-
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ptained that when it had been re-

built the road had been straighten-

ed and shortened and that the mile-

stones had been removed from the 

old road to the new one, where 

they would be under the care of 

his department and there would 

be a better chance for their pre-

servation (even though they must 

be placed closer together) than 

if left on the old abandoned road. 

Inquiry was made concerning 

the present whereabouts of some of 

the milestones which seem to have 

disappeared from their former lo-

cations on the Dutchess Turnpike. 

Mr. Mylod was appointed as a 

special committee of one to check 

on the milestones. 

Mr. Poucher made the motion, 

which was seconded, that the 

trustees go on record as approving 
the 1947 issue of the year book. 

Mrs. Ver Nooy thanked them and 

expressed her appreciation of the 

help which had been given by the 

members of the board. 

The president appointed a nomi-
nating committee, composed of 

Mr. Guernsey, Mr. Mylod and 

Mr. Poucher, to select three can-

didates for election. as trustees to 
succeed those whose terms expire 

with the annual meeting. 

The secretary reported that the 

society had 'been asked to assist 

in furnishing some historical items 

for two separate loan exhibitions: 



It was decided, after discussion, 

that the society owned very little 

which would be of use in this par-

ticular, but that individuals might 

be interested to help. 

Mr. Guernsey and Mr. Mylod 

were appointed a committee to 

draw up resolutions expressing the 

sense of loss felt by this society in 

the death of Dr. Poucher, one of 

the organizers of this society. 

There was some discussion with 

reference to plans for a fall pil-

grimage and the semi-annual meet-

ing to be held in October. The 

president said he would appoint 

committees to arrange for each of 

these events. - 

The following new members 

were proposed and elected: Mr. 

Raymond H. Corry, Mrs. Fran-

cis H. Crowell, Miss Alma Laird, 

Mrs. H. Alton Lewis, Mrs. Rob-

ert Pray, Mr. Frederick L. Rath 

Jr., and Mrs. Malcolm E. Smith. 

There being no further business, 

the meeting adjourned. 

AMY VER NOOY, 

Secretary. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

MAY 21, 1948 

The annual meeting of the Dut-

chess County Historical Society 

was held on Friday, May 21, 1948, 

at the Nelson House, Poughkeep-

sie, at 11:30 a. m. 

There were 77 members present 

for the business session. 

The meeting was called to order 

by the president. 

The minutes of two meetings 
of the board of trustees, held Jan-
uary 23 and May 6, 1948, were 

read and approved. 

The secretary reported that the 
society had received the following 
items by subscription, gift and ex-
change: 

New York History, the quarterly 
of the New York State Histori-
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cal Association, for January and 

April, 1948; 

The Bulletin of the Fort Ticon-

deroga Museum for January, 
1948; 

Annual report of the New-York 

Historical Society for the Year 

1947; 

The New-York Historical Society 

'Quarterly for January and 
Aril, 1948; 

The Dutch Settlers Society of Al-
bany, Yearbook, 1947-1948; 

The Westchester County Histori-

cal Bulletin for January and 
April, 1948; - 

The Westchester Genealogist, 
January-February and March-
April, 1948; 



Pacific Northwest Quarterly for 

January and April, 1948; 

Connecticut's Iron and Copper, by 

Charles Rufus Harte, (the gift 

of the author) ; 

Connecticut's Minor Metals and 

her Minerals, by Charles Rufus 

Harte, (the gilt of the author) ; 

Our Georgia-Florida Frontier, . . . 

by Albert Hazen Wright, (the 

gift of the Cornell University 

Library) ; 

4 photostats: 

(1) Copy of a letter from Rob-

ert Fulton to "1\4y dear Sir," 

dated January 25, 1807; 

(2) Copy of a petition from the 

slave owners of Ulster County 

to the Legislature of New York, 

December 28, 1791; 

(3) Copy of the minutes of the 

meetings of the Ulster County 

Highway Commissioners,. 1722-

1769; 

(4) Copy of the records of the 

roads laid out by the Commis-

sioners for the county of Ulster; 

(the gift of Mr. George Roach, 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Li-

brary) ; 

Homes of Old Spring Street, Mil-

waukee, 1946. By Marion G. 

Ogden, (the gift of the author). 

The secretary reported that the 

society had lost three members by 

resignation and the following 

members by death: James T. Har-

rington, M.D., J. Wilson Pouch-
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er, M.D., Miss Jennie Southard, 

and Mr. Thomas 0. Vincent. 

Mr. Frank Mylod reported that 

the committee appointed to pre-

sent a resolution expressing the loss 

to the society in the death of Dr. 

Poucher had been unable, due to 

pressure of work and lack of time, 

to prepare a suitable resolution. 

He stated that it would be present-

ed at the next meeting. 

Miss Traver read the treasurer's 

report, which was accepted as read 

and ordered printed in the year 

book. 

Mrs. Waterman, for the Helen 
Wilkinson Reynolds memorial 
fund committee, reported that the 
group had not been very active 
during the past few months, but 
that she hoped they might have a 
meeting in the near future and she 
urged those members present to 
work for More funds for this ob-
ject. 

The president announced that he 
would appoint a committee to ar-
range for a fall pilgrimage and a 
committee to plan for the fall 
meeting. 

For the nominating committee, 
Mr. Poucher presented the names 
of Mrs. Seward T. Green, Mr. J. 
Hunting Otis, Miss Margaret L. 
Suckley and Mr. Joseph W. Ems 

icy as trustees of the class of 1952. 

There were no further nomina-

tions and the membership voted 



that these nominees be elected as 

new members of the board of 

trustees. 

Mr. Harry T. Briggs asked if 

the society might request that the 

State Department of Education 

place markers at the river-front 

and at the east end of the water 

lots of the Great Nine Partners' 

Patent. 

The president read a report 

which had been sent to him by the 

curator, listing some of the more 

important possessions of the so-

ciety and showing the considerable 

amount Of work she had done with 

them. The report suggested that 

a card index should be made of the 

material catalogued and, after dis-

cussion, it was decided to refer the 

matter to the board of trustees. 

The following new members 

were proposed and were elected: 

Mr. Louis Booth, Mrs. Louis 

Booth, Mr. Thomas J. Boyc.2, 

Mrs. Anthony J. Briggs, Mrs. 

John Bruns, Mr. Almon Beneway, 
Miss Annie Thomas, Mr. George 
E. Whalen and Mrs. Louis R. 
Whittemore. Mr. Henry L. Scott 
was elected a life member. 

There being no further business, 

the meeting adjourned to the din-

ing room where 125 members en-

joyed luncheon. 

Following the luncheon, Mrs. 

C. B. Reed of Newburgh was in-

troduced and spoke to the memb'ers 

present, telling them about the 

proposed exhibit, "The Heritage 

of the Hudson," sponsored by the 

Cornwall Garden Club and the 

Hudson River Conservation So-

ciety. She urged those- present to 

loan articles which might be of 

interest in the exhibit and to at-

tend the affair which would be 

held August 23 through August 

29, in the gymnasium of the New 

York Military Academy at Corn-

wall, N. Y. 

The president presented the 

Rev. Horace E. Hillery, who told 

"The Story of the Old Oblong," 

which was enthusiastically receiv-

ed and, following the talk, there 

was some discussion of the settle-

ment of that part of the county. 

The meeting closed with a ris-

ing vote of thanks to the speaker. 

AMY VER NOOY, 

Secretary. 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

SEPTEMBER 30, 1948 

A meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Dutchess County 

Historical, Society was held at • the 
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Adriance Memorial Library on 
Thursday afternoon, )September 
30, 1948, at four o'clock. 



Present: President Van Wyck, 

Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Dows, Mr. 

Emsley, Mr. Flagler, Mr. Guern-

sey, Miss Halstead, Mr. Mylod, 

Mr. Otis, Miss Suckley, Mrs. 

Steeholm, Mrs. Waterman and the 

secretary. Mr. John B. Grubb 

and Mrs. Isaac S. Wheaton were 

also present. 

The president called the meet-

ing to order and explained that 

one of the matters to be discussed 

was a plan which Mr. Flagler 

wished to present for a memorial 

to Miss Helen W. Reynolds. 

Mr. Flagler outlined his ideas 

and, after considerable discussion, 

a committee, composed of Mrs. 

Steeholm, Miss Suckley and Mrs. 

Waterman, Was appointed to con-

fer with representatives of the 

Junior League relative to a clearer 

understanding of the benefits and 

responsibilities of both organiza-

tions with reference to the Glebe 

House. 

Mrs. Ver Nooy reported briefly 

on the recent pilgrimage and it 

was voted that the secretary ex-

press to Miss Vincent, chairman of 

the pilgrimage committee and its 

other members, Mrs. Benson, Mr. 

Boyce, Mr. Potter and Mr. 

Whalen, the thanks and apprecia-1 

tion of fhis society for their com-

bined efforts which resulted in a 

most enjoyable occasion. And it 

was further voted that letters of 
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thanks be sent to Mr. Julian Hunt 

and to Miss Virginia Palmer who 

prepared papers which were read 

on the same occasion. 

Mr. Frank Mylod reported 

briefly on a search he had made for 

milestones on the post road and 

promised a more complete report 

at a future meeting. 

Mrs. Ver Nooy reported that 

sixteen copies of The Records of 
The Reformed Dutch Church of 

New Hackensack, Datchess Coun-

ty, edited by Maria Bockee Car-

penter Tower, had been presented 
by the estate of Mrs. Tower, 
through Miss S. Frances Rainey. 
The secretary was asked to ac-
knowledge this gift and express to 
Miss Rainey the thanks of the so-
ciety. 

Mrs. Ver Nooy also reported 
that tentative plans had been made 

for the semi-annual meeting to be 
held October 15. She said that 
Mr., Paul T. Winslow, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Ta-
conic State Park Commission, 
would address the meeting on 
"The State Parks and Parkways 
in Dutchess County and New 
York State." These plans were 
approved by the trustees and she 
was requested to complete the ar-
rangements, for luncheon. 

The following new members 
were proposed and 'elected: Mr. J. 
DeWitt Benson, Mrs. David Cas-



ler, Dr. Martin Claussen, Mr. 

Edward R. Corwin, Miss Eliza-

beth Porter DeGroff, Mr. Newton 

D. Deuel, Mr. Clive L. DuVal, 

Mr. John R. Ferris, The Rev-

erend Horace E. Hillery, Mr. 

Julian F. Hunt, Mr. Herman D. 

Kahn, Mrs. Harrie •D. Knicker-

bocker, Mr. Joseph Morschauser 

III, Mr. Bernard J. O'Connell, 

Mr. Kenneth E. Pearce, Mr. Olin 

Chester Potter, Mr. Leonard 

Riker, Mr. George W. Roach, Dr. 

Carl Spicer, Mr. Raymond W. 

Storm, Mrs. Edgar B. Taylor, 

Miss Lucille Thurston and Mr. 

Stanley M. Vincent. 

There being no further business, 

the meeting adjourned. 

AMY VER NOOY, 

Secretary. 

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 

OCTOBER 15, 1948 

The semi-annual meeting of 

the Dutchess County Historical 

Society was held on October 15, at 

the Nelson House, Poughkeepsie. 

There was an attendance of more 

than fifty persons at the business 

meeting at 11:30 a. m. 

Mr. Wan Wyck, the president, 

called the meeting to order. 

The minutes of the annual meet-

ing, held May 21, and of a meet-

ing of the Board of Trustees, held 

September 30, were read and ap-

proved. 

The secretary reported that the 

society had received the following 

itetns by gift, in addition to those 

received by subscription and ex-

change: 

University of the State of New 

York Bulletin Number 1347: 

American History and World 

Backgrounds; 
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Finch Family Association, Bul-

letin No. 12; 
The River Obstructions of the 

Revolutionary War, by Charles 

Rufus Harte, (the gift of the 

author) ; 

Michigan and the Cleveland Era, 

edited by Earl D. Babst and 

Lewis D. Vander Velde; Ann 

Arbor, University of Michigan 

Press, 1948; (the gift of the 

University of Michigan) ; 

Doriand Fanny Bible, (the gift 

of Mrs. Frederic E. Smith) ; 

Account books and early imprints, 

(the gift of Mr. Julian F. 

Hunt) ; 

Miscellaneous papers of historical 

value, (the gift of the estate of 

Miss Jennie Southard, through 

Miss Edith A. Van Wyck) ; 

Scroll, containing the list of names 

of persons who took "chances-



in" on a beautiful cake, the gift 

-of the Stanford Soldiers Aid 

Society, January 28, 1864, (the 

gift of Mr. and Mrs. Grant 

Boyce, Sr., through Mr. Fred-

eric A. Smith) ; 

Sixteen copies, The Records of the 

Reformed Dutch Church of 

New Hackensack, published in 

1932 under the auspices of this 

society, (the gift of the estate 

of Mrs. Joseph T. Tower, 

through Miss S. Frances 

Rainey) ; 

Two sheets, printed in Pough-

keepsie in 1852, of reprints of 

excerpts from current news-

papers endorsing Russell Corn-

stock's method of Terra-Cul-

ture, (the gift of Miss Margaret 

Flaherty) ; 

Several photographs, taken on the 

occasion of the annual pil-

grimage, September 16, (the 

gifts of Mr. Leonard Riker and 

of Miss Margaret L. Suckley). 

The secretary also reported that 

the society had lost three members 

by resignation and the following 

menibers by death: Mr. Newton 

D. Ailing, Mr. Ralph E. Eighmey, 

Mrs. Eugene D. Hawkins, Mrs. 

Edward M. Riggs, Mrs. J. Roose-

velt Roosevelt and Mr. Oakleigh 

Thorne. 

The treasurer's report was 

given by Miss Traver and was ac 
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cepted as read and ordered printed 

in the yei- book. 

Dr. Baldwin read the resolu-

tion prepared by Mr. Mylod and 

Mr. Guernsey, expressing the loss 

sustained by this society in the 

death of Dr. Poucher. The reso-

lution was accepted and it was 

ordered that it be spread on the 

minutes of this society ,and that a 

copy be sent to the family of Dr. 

Poucher. 

Mrs. Ver Nooy reported that 

most of the material was in hand 
for the year book and that the is-

sue should be printed in due time.• 

Mrs. Steeholm, in the absence 

of Mrs. -Waterman, reported for 

the committee on the Helen Wil-

kinson Reynolds memorial fund. 

She said that a joint meeting had 

been held with representatives of 

the Poughkeepsie Branch of the 

Junior League to discuss the re-

sponsibilities of both organizations 

with reference to the Glebe House 
and that the physical condition of 
the house was such that the pity 

building inspector had declared it 
unsafe for more than ten persons 

at one time within the building. 

In view of this report Mr. Flagler 
had arranged for a competent 

builder to go over the house and 

to make a-detailed list of the neces-

sary repairs. 

Mr. Louis Booth, who was in 

attendance at the meeting, report-



ed that when the walls are bare 

of leaves it will be possible to go 

over the building and that Mr. 
Swenson will do so and will sub-- 
mit an itemized report and an es-

timate of the probable cost of re-

pairs. It was noted that when the 
lease was taken on the building 

the City of Poughkeepsie had 
agreed to keep the physical struc-

ture in good repair. 

The curator reported the gift 

of a project made by the pupils of 

the Salt Point school, depicting 

an Indian campsite in the neigh-

iborhood. 

Mr. Van Wyck reported on the 

recent pilgrimage, saying that he 

felt he could speak.for all of those 

who attended in recording it as 

one of the most pleasant and most 

successful pilgrimages made in 

several years. 

The following new members 

were proposed and elected: Mrs. 
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Thomas C. Campbell, Miss Mars 
guerite C. Drennan, Mr. Deriis 
E. Harran, Mrs. - Denis E.. Har-
ran, Mrs. David G. McCullough, 
Mrs. H. Dickson McKenna, Miss 
Dorothy A. Plum, Mrs. Colyer 
Randall and Mrs. W. A. Saltford. 

TIrre being no further business 

to consider, the meeting adjourned 
to the dining room, where 95 per-

sons assembled for lunch. 

Following the luncheon, Mr. 

Paul T. Winslow, •executive sec-
retary-treasurer of the Taconic 

State Park Commission, gave a 

most interesting and informative 

talk on the recreational facilities 

provided for the public in this part 

of the state by the State of New 

York. . 

Following the address, a rising 

vote of thanks was given the 

speaker. 

AMY VER NOOY, 

Secretary. ' 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
January 1, 1948 - May 20, 1948 

PERMANENT ACCOUNT 
Poughkeepsie Savings Bank 

Balance on hand, January 1, 1948  $6,113.53 
Life membership   25.00 
Interest to April 1, 1948   30.57 

Balance on hand, May 20, 1948   $6,169.10 
CHECKING ACCOUNT 

Poughkeepsie Trust Company 
Receipts 

Balance on hand, January 1, 1948  $ 944.24 
Received from dues   712.00 
Received from sales of books   18.00 

 $1,674.24 
Disbursements 

Curator  $ 25.00 
Secretary   50.00 
Treasurer   50.00 
Postage on bills and year books   40.00 
Dues, New York State Historical Association   3.00 
Envelopes, year book   31.50 
Flowers   8.00 
Swan Engraving Company, plates for year book . .   15.68 
Lansing-Broas Printing Co., Inc., year book   92.80. 
Editing year book   200.00 
Rhinebeck Gazette, printing year book   375.05 
Mailing year book   15.00 
Postage and reply postcards, annual meeting   24.18 

930.21 

Balance on hand, May 20, 1948   $ 744.03 
THE HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS MEMORIAL FUND 

Poughkeepsie Savings Bank 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1948  $1,803.60 
Gift   15.00 
Interest to April 1, 1948   9.02 

Balance on hand, May 20, 1948    -$1,827.62 
INVESTED FUNDS 

War bond, purchased April 1943, matures April 
1955, valt ed April 1948   $ 797.00 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALBERTINA T. B. TRAVER, 

Treasurer. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
May 21, 1948 - October 14, 1948 

PERMANENT ACCOUNT 
Poughkeepsie Savings Bank 

Balance on hand, May 20, 1948  $6,169.10 
Interest to October 1, 1948   61.76 

Balance on hand, October 14, 1948   $6,230.86 

, CHECKING ACCOUNT 
Poughkeepsie Trust Company 

Receipts 
Balance on hand, May 20, 1948  $ 744.03 
Received from dues   188.00 
Received from sales of hooks   44.00 

 $ 976.03 
Disbursements 

The Nelson House, guest lunches, May meeting . . .$ 3.50 
The Rev. Horace E. Hillery, luncheon speaker . . • • 25.00 
The Junior League, Poughkeepsie, for Glebe House 120.00 
Lansing-Broas Printing Co., Inc. , 

Printing reply postcards, May meeting   9.25 
Envelopes and printing pilgrimage programs . 39.30 
Printing reply postcards, October meeting . • • 8.00 

Postage and postcards   21.67 
Curator   25.00 
Secretary   50.00 
Treasurer   50.00 
Bank service charges   5.51 

357.23 

Balance on hand, 'October 14, 1948   $ 618.80 

THE HELEN WILKINSON REYNOLDS MEMORIAL FUND 
Poughkeepsie Savings Bank 

Balance on hand, May 20, 1948  $1,827.62 
Gift   100.00 
Interest to October 1, 1948   18.81 

 $1,946.43 
INVESTED FUNDS 

War bond, purchased April 1943, matures April 
1955, valued October 1948   $ 809.00 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALBERTINA T. B. TRAVER, 

Treasurer. 
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OUR PRESIDENT SAYS: 

. Another year has passed into history and another yearbook of 

the society comes into being. Things have occurred and conditions 

have arisen during the past twelve-month which may change, or at 

least influence, the course of our lives and the world; the individual 

effort and a strong will for the right can do much to bring harmony 

out of the chaos that exists today. 

* * * 

The members of the society have a deep feeling of satisfaction, 

mingled not a little with pride, that one of our number has been singled 

out for distinct honors. In June 1948 Miss Helen Kenyon was elected 

Moderator of the General Council of the Congregational Christian 

Churches, thus becoming the first woman in. the 77-year history of the 

organization to achieve its highest honorary office, and the only woman 

official of a major Protestant detiomination7 Miss Kenyon was elected 

to membership in our historical society in September, 1917. 

* * * 

The society was able this year to resume on what may be called a 

full scale, the annual pilgrimage. Our day spent in Dover was successful 

in every respect and the thanks of the society go to Miss Anne Vincent 

and her committee for the very excellent arrangements and the efficient 

manner in which they were carried out. The weather was perfect, 

warm and sunny, the lawns where we gathered to listen and to lunch 
were beautiful in their several settings, the places visited were full of 
interest to the members, and the hospitality of our hosts was beyond 
reproach. We %thank you all. 

Once more may I ask the members who have tales of folk lore 

or bits of local history to put them in writing and give them to our 
editor for possible publication and preservation. Also, we would be 
glad to have old documents and papers, account books, etc. These are 

the raw materials of which history is made and in the hands of our 
editor they become the contents of the year book. 

EDMUND VAN WYCK 
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RESOLUTION ON THE DEATH OF 

J. WILSON POUCHER, M.D. 

WHEREAS, it was the will of God that J. Wilson Poucher, M.D. 

should be taken from our midst on the sixteenth day of February 1948, 

and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Poucher was one of the founders of this society, 

took a keen interest in its growth, gave it much of his valuable time 

and energy, acted as its secretary for many years and contributed more 

than fifty articles to its year book, all of which entailed considerable 

research on his part, collaborated with Helen Wilkinson Reynolds 

in producing, under the sponsorship of this society, • Old Gravestones 

of Dutehesi County, and was at the time of his death City Historian; 

and 

WHEREAS, this society and the community has• lost in the 

passing of Dr. Poucher a valued member and a prominent citizen 

whose friendship and assistance will be greatly missed by all; now, 

therefore, be it 

RESOLVED that this society does hereby entel upon its records 

that by the death of J. Wilson Poucher this society has sustained 2 

great loss; and, it is further 

RESOLVED ,that the Dutchess County Historical Society does ' 

hereby express its deep sorrow and extend its sympathy to the members 

of his family; and, it is further 

RESOLVED that this Resolution be spread upon the minutes 

of this meeting and a copy thereof be delivered to the members of his 

Respectfully submitted, 

RAYMOND G. GUERNSEY 

FRANK V. MYLOD 

Committee 
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IN MEMORY OF 

JOHN WILSON POUCHER, M. D. 

The death of Dr. Poucher on February 16, 1948, at the ripe 

age of eighty-eight years, brings to mind a long career of varied activities 

and signal service in the life of the community. A many-sided person-

ality, of unusual versatility, apparently gifted with the rare endowment 

of ten talents, the doctor is remembered with affection for the manifold 

causes of human welfare to which he gave his mind and strength. As 

a pioneer physician , and leader in his profession, medical journals and 

organizations have paid due tribute to his notable achievements and 

high reputation. In the familiar sphere of public office and civic duty 

a similar expression has been forthcoming in recognition of his in-

valuable services. Hospitals, banks and clubs with which he was 

identified join in the same chorus of appreciation and praise. And 

now following a long succession of testimonials from these and other 

sources, it remains for the Dutchess County Historical Society to review 

and evaluate his unfailing interest and numerous contributions in the 

field of history. 

From his earliest years, we are told, John Poucher found delight 

among his books in the reading of American history, to which the strong 

traditions of his family easily led. The story is still worth telling how 

the schoolboy to the amazement of his teachers once passed with credit 

an examination in the subject, without having had any previous pre-

paration in class. Second only to his duties as a practicing physician, 

devotion to historical studies continued to be a principal avocation which 

after withdrawal from active medical work may be said to have been 

given his main attention, a field in which there was never an interrup-
tioq or stated age of retirement. Fortunately for- the purpose of the 

present article, at the behest of family and friends, the doctor produced 
in .1939 a booklet of personal -Reminiscences; a charming narrative it is, 

interspersed with characteristic stories of professional and individual 
experience.: Though circulated in but a limited edition and never given 

wide publicity, it loosely bound pages form a classic of local literature. 

In the unbroken annals of our several historical societies, it is 
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not surprising that Doctor Poucher is counted among the small group 

that met to found a Pleasant Valley Historical Society in 1914 and 

was a prime mover in the conversion of that body to its larger mission 

as the Dutchess County, Historical Society, in which he remained an 

assiduous member and officer to the end of his life. According to the 

bare record of these years he was at first a local vice-president, in 1920 

a trustee prior to being made secretary in 1922, a capacity in which he 

served with whole-hearted energy until at a later date he was aided by 

an assistant secretary and, finally in 1947 under the title of honorary 

secretary was relieved of further active duties. Besides much incidental 

committee work there is an imposing array of literary contributions 

which we have yet to note. 

At the same time devotion to one organization did not prevent 

our indefatigable fellow-member from further affiliations of similar 

nature. Never losing touch with the site of his own birth, he con-

tinued to be a member of the Columbia County Historical Society; 

and by reason of early residence and service in another neighboring 

county was made honorary member in the Ulster County Historical 

Society. With sufficient claims of ancestry he was enrolled in the 

Holland Society, serving that body also as treasurer and trustee; just 

as he likewise qualified as one of the Sons of the American Revolution 

as well as of the Sons of Colonial Wars. The Order of the Cincinnati 

allowed him the distinction of being the only representative in this 

region. Altogether it would be difficult to point to any historical or 

patriotic association in the vicinity to which his name was not more 

or less closely attached. As official City Historian of Poughkeepsie 

he sought to impress upon the community the value of its heritage. 
When the colonial home known as the Glebe House was being sold 
and threatened with demolition, one remembers the City Historian 
canvassing the town, subscription paper in hand, soliciting funds for 
the salvage of what is now a treasured possession of the city. In a 
succession of anniversaries that occurred in the 1930's, that marking 
the 250th year since the creation of the county was observed largely 
under his guidance with due regard for educational effort. Former 
boundaries and landmarks were traced out and explaised. Timely 
articles pertaining to the history of the region appeared over the familiar 
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signature of J. Wilson Poucher, one on Melancthon Smith, one on 

George Clinton, and another Who were the Nine Partners? 

Most notable and striking among the productive works of scholar-

ship sponsored by our society stand the numerous contributions con-

tained in the year books over a period of thirty years. Of these, more 

than fifty issuing from the same prolific pen have been counted, at 

least one appearing nearly every year and some times several in a single 

number. Among the most impressive of such studies the reviewer re-

calls a series entitled Dutchess County Men of the Revolutionary Period, 

treating such characters as Israel Smith, Jacobus Swartwout, Philip 

Schuyler, Baron Steuben. These taken together with the studies of local 

characters comprise a body of biographical silhouettes worthy of being 

framed in a separate volume. The characteristic method of treatment 

and presentation followed by the author is clear: taking a familiar figure 

or an episode he enlivens it with local color, illustrated by homes, land-

marks, portraits or domestic articles, also if possible connecting it with 

contemporary events. In almost every case visual connection with the 

scene is gained by the aid of photographs. Another series giving at-

tention to the realistic and vivid aspects of community life is presented 

in Our Old Covered Bridges, such as Wappingers and Manchester, 

which were fast disappearing. A contribution on College Hill shares 

the same sense of the value of local landmarks, often with an uncanny 

premonition of approaching destruction. The same critical powers 

were further shown in an article appearing in 1937, Again the Palatines. 

To a mass of existing knowledge on the famous settlement near Rhine-

beck is added the pointed thought that because the workers, being ac-

customed to the forests of Germany, found here only the white pine 

a species which was not favorable for producing the tar that was 
sought, from this direct cause the enterprise inevitably failed. 

Probably the work of most lasting value to future generations and 
certainly the task of utmost labor, appears in the comprehensive col-
lection of inscriptions taken from the innumerable graveyards of the 
vicinity. After five years of search and discovery, in collaboration with 

Helen Wilkinson Reynolds, in 1924 appeared the massive volume en-
titled Old Gravestones of Dutchess County, containing no fewer than 
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19,000 memorial items as found in churchyards, community grounds 

and family plots, many of which were in the last stages of overgrowth 

and delapidation. Antedating the law of. public registrations, these 

materials are of immeasurable importance in tracing the names and dates 

of families as well as revealing the character of early settlements. A 

similiar work, with the cooperation of Byron J. Terwilliger, followed 

in 1931 for Ulster County, a still older community, which reproduced 

22,000 inscriptions. Taken together these volumes stand among the 

most extensive collections of the kind ever published. No less truly 

than the odes of the ancient poet, these transcriptions have erected a 

monument more lasting than the tombstones they depict. 

Finally, considered in all its breadth and fulness, the career of the 

late Doctor Poucher reveals a remarkable consistency and singleness of 

purpose. Throughout an extremely wide range of productive effort, 

a guiding motive we believe centers in a firm conviction as to the value 

of life itself, with stress upon its continuities and need of conservation, 

whether the principal be observed in the sphere of physiology, of social 

welfare or even of botany. As a result of unremitting attention to the 

interaction of sickness and health, of root and flower, of cause and 
consequence in the evolutionary process, it seems reasonable to affirm 
that the subject of this testimonial will long be remembered not merely 
as a great physician, or even as a gifted historian, but in a still larger 
sense as a true humanitarian. 

F. BALDWIN 

26 



THE ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE 

The annual pilgrimage of the Dutchess County Historical Society 
was held on Thursday, September 16, 1948, on a cool, sunshiny fall 

day, following an exceedingly hot spell and a long drawn-out period 
of dry weather, when rain was so badly needed that neither the com-
mittee nor the members dared hope for such a fine day. At the appointed 
time a procession of forty-four cars, led by Miss Anne M. Vincent, 
chairman for the occasion, left the meeting place at the grange hall at 
Wingdale and proceeded to Webatuck, to the home of Mr. Julian F. 

Hunt and his sister, Miss Priscilla Hunt. 

The pilgrims, 142 in number, assembled on the lawn south of 
the old house, where chairs and benches, made in the shop on the pre-
mises, had been set out for the comfort of his guests. Accompanied by 
the intermittent whine of a sawmill in the distance, Mr. Hunt told of 
the division of the Oblong and somewhat of the history of his home, 
located on what was Lot No. 41. He said that in the early days We-
batuck, with its mill, saddle and harness shop, blacksmith and wheel-- 

wright shop, general store and school for young ladies, was a lively 
place. He believed that the house had been used as a drovers' inn and 
that the mill was probably a saw mill, later a grist mill and still later 

that marble was quarried from the hillside, dragged down by oxen and 
cut into finished shapes, some of the flat pieces still in use as stepping 
stones in the dooryard. Mr. Hunt had arranged an exhibit of old 

account books, some of them shaving to do with the old mill, old text 

books, early imprints, etc., found in the attic of the house. Some of these 

items were presented to the historical society. Following a visit within 

the house, the guests departed for the home of Miss Vincent. 

At Miss Vincent's home the guests spread out in groups on the 

lawn, in sun or shade according to their preference, and enjoyed their 

lunches and visited with friends, in a typical Dutchess County gathex-

ing. The events of the rest of the day followed the printed program, 

but the program does not tell all. It does not tell of the enthusiasm 

and interest with which the several addresses were received and it does 

not tell that Mr. Potter would set out iced tea, hot coffee and thousands 

of cookies for his guests. No program can express for those who were 
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present their appreciation of the kind hopitality and thoughtful solici-

tude of those persons, beginning with Mr. Hunt at Webatuck, who 

welcomed the visitors into their homes and put forth such effort for 

the entertainment and comfort of their guests. It was a day that will 

be long remembered as the most successful pilgrimage within the memory 

of many of those who were privileged to attend. 

Some of the addresses are printed in this issue of the year book. 

The program arranged for the day was as follows: 

TWENTY-EIGHTH PILGRIMAGE 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1948 

BASKET LUNCHES 

THE PILGRIMAGE 

In response to an invitation extended by members of the society 

residing in the eastern part of the county, a pilgrimage has been planned 

in the town of Dover. 

ROUTE OF PILGRIMAGE 

At 10:30 a. m. the leader's car will park on the road near the 

grange hall at Wingdale. (Because of construction difficulties, the best 

route for those going from the western part of the county would be 

through South MillbEook and Dover Plains to Wingdale.) Cars will 

fall into line in order of arrival. State police will control traffic and 

the procession will move promptly. • 

Cars will follow the leader to Webatuck, to the home of Mr. Julian 

F. Hunt and Miss Priscilla Hunt. Pilgrims will assemble in front 

of the house, where Mr. George E. Whalen, supervisor of the town of 

Dover, will speak on "Dover, and How it got its Name." Mr. Hunt 

will talk about his home, erected in 1747, and will tell about the colonial 

roads in the neighborhood. 

Pilgrims will re-enter cars and follow leader to the site of the old 

Morehouse tavern. The Marquis de Chastellux visited here shortly 
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after the Revolution and mentions the tavern in his Travels in North-

America in the Years 1780-81-82. Located on the highway from Hart-

ford to Fishkill, many of the officers of the army of the Revolution were 

entertained at this inn. At the same time, and across the road, pilgrims 

may see the "Jackson Wing Inn," built in 1808. 

Pilgrims will then proceed to Dover Furnace, to the home built 
in the early 1800's by Absalom Vincent and now occupied by Miss Anne 
M. Vincent. Here the basket lunches may be eaten out-of-doors and, 
following lunch, Miss Vincent will give a talk on "Historic Dover." 

Leaving the Vincent home a stop will be made at the Herrett Farm, 

a house built before 1760 by John Palmer. 

The pilgrimage will then drive in procession to Old Drovers Inn, 
where Mr. Olin Chester Potter will speak on the history of that tavern, 
which was built about 1750. At this stop, Miss Virginia Palmer will 
tell about the old Stone Church. 

Leaving Old Drovers Inn, the pilgrims will travel to Dover Plains, 
passing the house built by Thomas Taber in the early part of the nine-
teenth century, the doorway of which is pictured in Dutchess County 
Doorways, by Miss Reynolds. Pilgrims will park their cars on the 
main street in Dover Plains and journey on foot to, the old Stone Church, 
after which visit they will disperse at their own convenience. 

The pilgrimage will take place, rain or shine, and in case of bad 
weather the fire house at Dover Plains will be available for eating 
lunches. 
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HISTORIC DOVER* 

The history of a rural town not only gratifies a most reasonable 

curiosity but possesses a positive value as a source from which the history 

of the state is made; and there is a peculiar importance belonging to the 

records of those towns which had their beginnings at the commencement 

of our national life. In making a memorial of early settlers in Dover 

and of their civil and social institution I shall confine myself to those 

days and will not attempt to bring that record down to the present time. 

The town of Dover lies in the southeastern part of Dutchess 

County, bounded on the north by Amenia, east by Connecticut, south 

by Pawling and west by Beekman and Union Vale. 

The Beekman patent, which comprised the towns of Beekman, 

Union Vale, the easterly part of LaGrange, Dover and Pawling, except 

for the Oblong, was granted to Henry Beekman on June 25, 1703. 

The Oblong, or Equivalent Land, was ceded to, New York State 

after years of controversy on May 14, 1731. It was sold by the colonial 

government of New York to Hawley and Company and allotments 

were made to the individuals of the company and by them sold to im-

migrants, who secured title from the colonial government. 

In 1664 it was agreed between the two colonies that the boundary 

should run from a certain point in Long Island Sound, north-northwest 

to the Massachusetts line, both parties then understanding that this line 

would be parallel to the Hudson River and twenty miles from it. At 

that time the whole country north of the sound was an unknown land 

and there was a great misconception of the points of the compass, for 

this direction would lead to the Hudson River below West Point. When 

the error, which both parties recognized, was made apparent, it was 

agreed to rectify it. But the people who had settled on the lands de-
fined by the boundary very earnestly desired to retain their civil con-

*A paper prepared and read by Miss Anne M. Vincent at her home, on the 
occasion of the annual pilgrimage of the Dutchess County Historical Society, 
September 16, 1948. 
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nections with the Connecticut colony. It was therefore agreed to cede 

to New York an equivalent land in territorial extent, an area twelve 

miles by eight, or 61,440 acres. This agreement was subscribed to by 

the commissioners in Dover on May 14, 1731, after the entire survey 

had been made and monuments set up. Dover is spoken of by the com-

missioners as a village, the only one on the west side of the Oblong. 

There continued to be controversy over the line for years and 

it was not settled until 1909. A monument on Route 55 at the New 

York-Connecticut line was set up at that time and so states. It is not 

definitely known when and by whom the first settlements were made. 

Gideon Osterhout, Jacob Van Camp and Derick Dutcher were living 

in the north part of the town previous to 1731. Martin Preston was 

the first settler upon the Oblong tract in Dover; he located upon Preston 

mountain, along with the Kennedys and Hoofcoots. In the census of 

1740, the names of Palmer and Dutcher appear. The first important 

immigration to these parts from other sections of New York and New 

England began about 1740. In 1731 the number of inhabitants had 

increased so that an order was made by the justices of the county to lay 

out a road to Dover. Two roads entered the county on the east, one 

southwesterly across the Oblong connecting below Dover another road 
from Rhinebeck through Clinton, Washington and Dover, crossing 

the Oblong and thence to New Fairfield and Danbury. 

Beekman Precinct, composed of the towns of Dover, Union Vale, 

Pawling and Beekman was formed December 16, 1737; and Pawling 
Precinct, including the towns of Pawling and Dover, was set off from 
Beekman Precinct on December 31, 1768. 

Colonial grants were usually conditioned by the annual payment 
of a quit rent, at a stated time and place nanied in the patent. This 
payment was some times due in money and often in wheat, poultry, etc. 
It was the custom of the patentees to let the land to those who would 

settle on it, paying little or no rent for a term of years, except the taxes. 
In this way the tenant came under a modified form of the ancient feudal 
system, which included rendering menial service to the proprietor and 
sharing crops with him. These perpetual leases proved irksome to the 
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tenants, especially as the tenant could not will his land to his wife or 

family, so at last there was an uprising known as the anti-rent war. 

The tenants lost and it was not until the adoption of the state constitu-

tion of 1846 that this feudalism was done away with. 

I have before me a lease given by Henry Beekman to Gideon Wick-

ham, dated May 1, 1765. 

The very first reference to this section of the state appears in the 

flight of Sassacus, the haughty sachem and emperor over many tribes 

between the Thames and Housatonic rivers, who made war upon the 

whites and the Mohegans and was compelled by the destruction of his 

army to flee for his. life. He hid in the old Stone Church at Dover 

and later made his way to the land of the Mohawks where he was slain. 

Upon the East Mountain there is a carved granite wheel. No one 

knows its history and the Indians regarded it with superstitious awe. At 

the junction of the Ten Mile, or Webatuck, river with the Housatonic, 

called by the Indians Pishgachtigok (the divided broad river place), is 

the richest spot for Indian relics. There, at the old silver mine at Lake 

Ellis were found stone pots, knives and utensils of curious workmanship. 

David Allis was an old resident. He bored holes in the south sides 

of his apple trees into which he poured molasses to make, as he said, 

the apples on that side of the tree sweeter. Then there was Shandanette 

Wheeler, justice of the peace, who married a couple out of the window 

one night and pronounced them man and wife and told them to go 

home and go to bed and to leave two dollars in the mail box. 

The road from Boston to Hartford, to Fishkill, passes through 
Webatuck (beautiful hunting ground), and is very famous indeed. It 
was over this road that Washington's army traveled after the evacua-
tion of Boston. The army camped for several days at Philip Hoag's 
and Elder Waldo visited the officers and gave them welcome. A man 
named Elliot came with threats of trouble. The army left Waldo's 
property alone, but stole and wrecked about everything Elliot had. On 
this road at South Dover, the old Moorhouse tavern stood. It was very 
famous in the early days and many important people have stayed there,-
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including Washington, Gates, Putnam, Arnold, Heath, Parsons and 

LaFayette. DeChastellux, in his Travels in North America, describes 

his two visits at the MOorhouse tavern. He had come from Rhode 

Island to Hartford and was on his way to Fishkill to visit -Washington, 

in December of 1780. He found the tavern wholly occupied by some 

New Hampshire farmers who were driving 250 oxen from their state 

to the army, together with their horses and their dogs. They occupied 

all the rooms and all the beds were taken. When a tall, fat man, the 

principal person among them, was informed who DeChastellux was, he 

said that neither he nor his companions would ever suffer a French 

general to want a bed and that they would rather sleep on the floor. 

The result was that DeChastellux and his aides-de-camp had a double-

bedded room. 

The second visit of DeChastellux to the Moorhouse tavern was 

in December, two years later, when he was again on his way from Rhode 

Island to the headquarters of Washington, then at Newburgh. This 

time he was able to help two young girls who had fled from the ravaging 

of Wyoming valley in Pennsylvania. 

After the Revolution, lands were opened up in Ohio to the soldiers 

and a trek from Ipswich, Massachusetts, to Marietta, Ohio, passed over 

the same route together with their horses, cattle and covered wagons: 

The road over the mountain was called "Mistake Turnpike," because 

when it was being built a huge boulder was rolled down to form part 

of an embankment for the road, but by mistake it rolled right on past. 

It was the custom in early times in New England and in New York 

for the inns to be kept by citizens who were the most wealthy and 
respectable of, the people, very often by men who had large farms and 

possessed the means of providing ample accommodations. Across the 
road from the old Moorhouse tavern, Jackson Wing opened a tavern 
known as the Moosehead tavern, with moose antlers out in front on 
a pole, at an early date in the large brick house. This was at one time 
a noted resort for drovers passing through the country. Here the town 
meetings were held before the erection of Dover into a separate town. 
This was a large, red brick house, the main part of which was built 
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in' 1806 and an addition was put on at the south end in 1808. The 

Philip Hoag house was built in 1757 by Henry Dutcher. 

• The first church was founded in South Dover in 1757. It was 

called the Red Meeting House and was for a number of years the only 

church in the town. It was a Baptist church and the preacher was 

Samuel Waldo, a mighty preacher and a very popular and influential 

man. Arrangements were made in September of 1758 to build a church, 

thirty by forty feet, at the entrance to the cemetery. The church com-

mittee was composed of Pelitiah Ward, Manassah Martin, Benjamin 

Sealy, Ebenezer Cole and Eliab Wilcox. 

The membership of the church was never large and reached its 

highest mark in 1775, when it reported 142 members. The officers 

were on some occasions forced to labor with its members and some of 

the latter were "excluded from the fellowship of the church," at least 

until such time as they recognized and confessed their faults. Among 

them, Brother Thomas Lewis Buck was accused of laboring upon the first 

day of the week; Leddel Buck for taking too much strong drink; 

Patience Millerton for taking too much sheep's wool unlawfully from 

Lewis Hunt and telling a lie to hide it. Then the misconduct of Potter 

Sheldon, in joining in a frolic and dancing at the house of David Akin 

was laid before the church, the which he confessed and proposed to bear 

testimony against it at the same house; for which he was acquitted. 
The fellowship of the church was withdrawn from David Elliott on 
six counts: "for Playing and Rangling with Mr. Rose," for drinking 
to excess, for damning the assessors, for breaking the Sabbath, for 
neglecting to come to meeting, and for neglecting to hear the church, 
etc. 

The only post road in the state in 1789 was between New York 
and Albany and there were only seven post offices in the state. In 
an old New York newspaper, dated October 2, 1796, the following 
advertisement appeared: 

Vermont Stages (mail and passenger) will leave New York every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday morning at eight o'clock, run to Bed-
ford the first night, the second to Dover, the third to Stockbridge and 
the fourth to Bennington, Vermont. Fare for each passenger, 5 cents 
per mile. 
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The few letters th4 were written were -carried by private hands 

and the receiver paid the postage. Newspapers from Hartford and 

Poughkeepsie were carried by riders on horseback. 

In 1795 David Dunkin and Ebenezer Preston decided on the 

same day to buy a certain piece of property at Dover Furnace from 

Frederick DePeyster in Rhinebeck. David Dunkin had the faster 

horse and so reached Rhinebeck first and got the property, known as 

Dunkin hill. 

John Palmer lived at Dover Furnace and served in Washington's 

army at the battle of White Plains. His daughter, Mary, rode on 

horseback down to White Plains to see him. Later, when he made a 

visit home the British came after him and this same Mary was stabbed. 

in the arm by a British officer as she held a door that her father might 

escape. Later she married David Dunkin and she lived to be 90 years 

of age and was very domineering. 

The big mountain at Dover Furnace is known by the Indian name 

Tathepathasink. Over the hill is a small lake, Sharparoon. In the long 

ago a witch, Goody Sharparoon, rode her pair of bears across this 

lake and as they neared the mountain, they rose in tile air and came down 

on a smaller lake, atop the mountain and known as Bear Swamp ever 
since. We have an "Apple Sass Hill," named by a family who in 
moving upset a barrel of apple sauce on the hill; then there is Dog Tail 
Corners, Purgatory Hill, the Shunpike; Onion Town; Nellie Hill; 
Chestnut Ridge and, to the east, Preston Mountain. 

Dover was set off from Pawling in 1806. The Harlem railroad 
was built in 1849, but was built as far as Dover and in operation for 
four years before that and people from Poughkeepsie came over by stage 
to take the train to New York. 

The house on this property, where we are now, was built in 1840 
by Absalom Vincent and in the old deeds the place is referred to as 
the "Homestead Farm." 

The John Palmer place, now known as the Herrett Farm, was 
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built by John Palmer previous to 1760. The flat stones in the walk 

leading to the house were quarried at an old quarry across the Mountain 

brook. There was an old iron works down by the brook and to the 

south and west there are ruins of a number of old smelting furnaces. 

There is a beautiful gorge above the furnaces where the brook has cut 

a channel through the rocks. There were iron mines and iron works, 

later smelting furnaces, here. These were fueled by charcoal, which 

was wood burned in pits. In 1882 there was a terrific explosion at the 

furnace; stack and everything burned. About this tine iron and soft 

coal were discovered in Michigan and the furnaces were not reopened, 

it being cheaper to burn soft coal. 

Other industries included the Lawrence woolen mills, limestone 

and marble quarries and garnets, and grist mills on every stream. 

Among the early settlers in Dover the following names appear: 

Dutcher, Palmer, Hunt, Wing, Preston, Gillett, Allis, Cole, Martin, 

Benson, Taber, Schermerhorn, Wheeler, Ward, Osterhout, Delamater, 

Van Deusen, Wilcox, Belden and Knickerbocker. 

Some of the famous people of Dover include Benson J. Lossing, 

the historian; John Henry Ketcham, a general in the Civil War and a 

representative in Congress for forty years; George Glenn Newell, a 

painter of animals; Harry F. Waltman, portrait painter; Arthur Powell, 

landscape painter; John Baker, president of the Audubon Society; Al-

fred Geiffert Jr., landscape architect; Horace Johnson, composer; Helen 

Reddington, playwright; Louise Pleasanton, writer of children's books. 

The Dover Plains bank was organized as a state bank in 1857 

and as a national bank in 1865. The schools were consolidated in 1946, 

with a large school in Dover Plains and another at Wingdale. There 

are two Baptist churches, two Methodist, an Episcopalian and a Roman 

Catholic church. The Harlem Valley State Hospital is located at 

Wingdale. There is a novelty shop in the village. At Sharparoon 

there is a camp for boys and in Deuel Hollow are the Dutchess County 
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Girl Scout camp and a Westchester County Boy Scout camp and there 

are several private camps around Lake Ellis. 

We are happy and proud to welcome the Dutchess County His-

torical Society to Dover and hope you will enjoy your day with us. 

Extract of a letter from Horton, dated, November 2, 1802. 

Died at this place on the 28th of Oct. last, William Colwell, in the 

108th year of his age, he was a native of England, remembered the 

Coronation of Quean Ann, served in the British Navy upwards ninety 

years ago, afterwards became a settler in New-England, and was one 

of the first adventurers on the Isle of Sable for the relief of the distressed, 

cast away there, was among the first settlers here in the year 1760, hath 

left behind him a numerous progeny, upwards of 100 of which (to the 

degree of Great Grand Children) reside in this place, he generally re-

tained his health and bodily strength to that degree that he could cut 

wood and walk to his neighbors without a staff till last year, and till 

his death retained all his mental faculties to a surprising degree, and 

as he lived the life of a christian, so at death certified his confidence in 

a blissful immorality. 

Poughkeepsie Journal., Tuesday December 21, 1802. 
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DOVER, AND HOW IT GOT ITS NAME* 

After an absence from the eastern part of Dutchess County for 

so many years you ladies and gentlemen of the Dutchess County Histori-

cal Society have done us, in the town of Dover, a great honor in making 

our town the scene of your 1948 pilgrimage; and it gives me, as supervisor 

of historic Dover, greater pleasure than you would believe, in welcoming 

you to our town. I sincerely hope that your little visit with us will 

be enjoyed as much by you as it has been anticipated by us. 

I have been interested in local history for nearly as long as I can 

remember and have spent many happy hours in attempting to unearth 

interesting and assorted facts about the Dover area from old 

records, old histories and articles, and old people, the latter naturally 

being by far the most entertaining and instructive source of information 

for the local historian. My desultory researches have resulted in a few 

facts, more theories, and a great deal of enjoyment. 

Today, as you already know, we start our pilgrimage in the south 
portion of historic Dover, with its beautiful Wing house, this aged 
Hunt place, and the neighborhood where Dover had its origin as a legal 

entity. We will then proceed to the lovely home of the Vincent family, 

to Old Drovers Inn, of which we are so proud, and finally to the Taber 

Wing homestead and Dover Stone Church, both situated in Dover 
Plains. 

The Taber-Wing house, now occupied by the Connell family, is 

within sight of the old house which has always been my home and whic. 

was built by the same man. We are proud to think that the Taber-
Wing house is considered one of the finest examples of architecture for 
the period in which it was constructed, and that it was surveyed in 1938 
among other historic American buildings; and that there are eight 
sheets and five photographs in the Library of Congress devoted to this 
fine old home. I trust it is not out of place to remark that one of these 
Tabers, from whose family the name of the house is derived, although 

*An address made by Mr. George E. Whalen on the occasion of the annual 
pilgrimage of the Dutchess County Historical Society, September 16, 1948. 
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a local justice of the peace, of impressive dignity and, for all I know, 

a man "with eyes severe and beard of formal cut," was, regrettably dis-

appointed in love. The house where I live was ready for occupancy, the 

furniture and furnishings had been purchased by Squire Taber for his 

prospective bride, when the ungrateful girl had the bad taste to turn up 

her dainty toes and die. Thereafter, the Squire deserted Dover to marry 

a girl from the town of Beekman and I am afraid that their married life 

left something to be desired. As their marriage deteriorated, the Squire 

took refuge in the rejuvenating spirits of alcohol, a practice which his 

spouse reprobated; and as mute witness to this minor tragedy there is 

even yet in their old homestead, a door where the panels were kicked in 

by the Squire after his wife had locked him out one cold and stormy 

night. One can still see where they were puttied back in place. Still 

another door bears a scar where it was struck by a lamp which the Squire 
threw at his wife during the course of a domestic squabble of unusual 

violence. 

Now, I am aware that the theme of my remarks today is concerned 

with the origin of our township's name. In attempting to answer the 

question, "How did Dover get its name?", I must leave the realm of 
fact and enter that of pleasant speculation. 

We do know, of course, that Dover had no separate existence as 
a political entity until February 20, 1807, when the town was set off 
from Pawling and given the name of Dover. The first town meetings 
were held at the Wing tavern, which we have just visited. I have been 
told that the Wings came from Dover, England, but I have no basis 
for believing that this is the reason why Dover bears the name it does. 
We do know that, legally and politically speaking, prior to this time 
Dover was a part of Pawling township and, prior to that, a part of 
Beekman Precinct. I have personally, in my work as an attorney, 
copied old deeds of property between Dover Plains and Wingdale, 
designated as being at "Pawlingstown, Dutchess County." 

Nevertheless, while Dover township was not established until 
1807 and officially named the town of Dover, reason alone would argue 
that the name had been in popular use as the name for this area for 
some time previously. This is substantiated by several documented facts. 
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It is very possible that some of our very earliest settlers were Dutch 

who trickled eastward from the Hudson ; and some of our most 

venerable tombstones bear such names as Osterhout, Knickerbocker and 

Van Duzen. But since it would be hard to imagine a more English name 

than Dover, it seems unlikely that these early Dutch can be given credit 

for naming our town. 

There is evidence that the name Dover was in common use as early 

as 1731. Newton Reed's Early History of Amenia, published in 1875, 

states that the agreement of the commissioners who were appointed to 

survey the Oblong line was completed and subscribed by the commis-

sioners At Dover, on the 14th day of May 1731, after the entire survey 

had been made by them and the monuments set up. The commissioners 

speak of Dover in their report as "a village, the only one on the west 

side of the Oblong, and Ridgefield and New Milford the only villages on 

the east side." 

James H. Smith, in his History of Duchess County, published in 

1882, states that the justices of the county ordered a road laid out from 

Poughkeepsie to Dover to enable farmers to come to market in Pough-

keepsie. 

Isaac Huntting, in his History of Little Nine Partners, states 

that three years after the establishment of the Colony line the colonial 

Assembly of New York, in 1734, passed an act for the partition and 

division of a certain tract of land in Dutchess County, granted to eight 

men, one of whom was Richard Sackett. No action was taken by the 
patentees under this act for partition or survey until nearly ten years 
later. But, meantime, "Richard Sackett of Dover," on March 6, 1741, 
conveyed to John Sackett (his son), of Dover two hundred acres. 

Mr. Arthur T. Benson of Dover Plains once wrote a most interest-
ing article, published in the year book of the Dutchess County Historical 
Society several years ago, attributing the name of Dover to this same 
Richard Sackett, stating that he came from Dover, England. 

I can, as I said before, only speculate as to the origin of Dover's 
name. I have even been told that it was originally called "Dove Plains" 
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by reason of the fact that some early wanderer saw this valley swarm-

ing with doves. 

My own belief is that probably Richard Sackett first used the 

designation, Dover, and if not he, then some other early settler of the 

Oblong who wanted to do honor to the home of his youth in the mother 

country. 

I realize that the facts which I have presented are not such as 

would compel agreement. In a sense, we in Dover do not care who 

named our town so many years ago—we are too happy living in it at 

present. If you wish a more definitive answer to this question, you must 

seek a more diligent historian than the speaker. 

Imported Buildings. The Wisconsin Free *Democrat, published at 

Milwaukee, says that Messrs. Spaulding and Foote of that city are 

engaged at present in getting up all the frame work and materials for 

a building that is to be located at CArmel in Putnam County, for Mr. 

C. H. 'Ludington. ' of that Plate. It says that the Materials which are 

to be all prepared to put together, will make a house 'Worth $12,000, 

and that the building can be completed in this way much cheaper than 

by purchasing the materials and working them at the east. 

Poughkeepsie Daily Eagle, April 1, 1854. 
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OLD DROVERS INN* 

As the present proprietor of the Old Drovers Inn I wish to bid 

you all a very hearty welcome. Many of you have been here before and 

have partaken of the victuals and refreshments that were offered by the 

several proprietors of the inn since its inception as the Clearwater 

Tavern by Ebenezer and Martin Preston who came here from Rhode 

Island some time around 1720—our deed traces back to the earliest 

date as being in 1727 that Ebenezer Preston opened a Public House for 

his friends who were traveling through from the New England states 

of Rhode Island and Massachusetts to settle in the western part of 

New York state and, later on, in Ohio. (Miss Vincent spoke to you 

this morning about the route those settlers traveled and how they 

crossed the Hudson river by rafts that were rowed over the river). 

The cattle drovers started patronizing the inn as early as the early 1740's 

and it became known simply as Preston's, the name of the Clearwater 

Tavern was lost in the years that followed. 

During the Revolution there was a period of several weeks, I 

think in the fall and winter of 1788, when General Lafayette and 

several of his staff officers stayed at the tavern, and there is a record 

in the Travels of the Marquis de Chastellux that no little excitement 

was caused in the local town of Dover by the arrival of a troupe of 

"fancy ladies" from New York to entertain the Marquis de LaFayette 

and his staff, and to such an extent was the public incensed that for a 

few days they refused to sell provisions from their farms and general 

stores to the Prestons until these "ladies" had been sent back to New 
York. (If any of you looked at the account books at Mr. Hunt's home 

this morning I am sure you saw several pages of "ladies" dressed very 
much as our modern chorus and burlesque queens are dressed today). 
I have read and listened to many tales about the inn and the Preston 
family but the one that I like most of all is the legend over the gable 
of the coach house opposite the inn. In 1840, a revivalist (like our 
Billy Sunday of some thirty years ago) swept through this valley and 

*An address made by Mr. Olin Chester Potter at Old Drovers Inn, on the 
occasion of the annual pilgrimage of the Dutchess County Historical Society, 
September 16, 1948. Mr. Potter is the present proprietor of the Old Drovers Inn. 
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converted the Prestons, along with many others, to their way Of re-

ligious belief. Being innkeepers, the Prestons had always sold rum 

and ale and hard cider to their drovers and ankle beaters and to the 

ladies and gentlemen who traveled the old post road in stage coaches 

from New York and White Plains to Albany and Pittsfield. But, 

after John Preston who was then ° the proprietor of the inn, had "got 

religion" he was in a quandry as to how to continue to please his cus-

tomers and serve the Lord as well, so he left the casks of ruin and 

barrels of ale and cider in the tap room and beside them he placed a 

basket, with a long woven neck small enough to prevent a man's fist 

from reaching to the bottom, but large enough to permit the dropping 

of shillings, pence and farthings for payment for the drinks they had 

taken. Above the casks he printed, "Drink What Ye Wish and Pay 

What Ye Will,"—then over the coach house he had the present legend 

painted, FREE CONSCIENCE VOID OF OFFENCE, which is 

taken from the Bible in the Book of Acts, the 24th chapter, the 16th 

verse: "a conscience void of offence toward God and toward men,"—

this salved his somewhat guilty conscience. 

When you visit .the various rooms of the inn you will find the 

original panelling and cabinet work that was executed by "journeymen 

carpenters" in payment for their room and board in winter months 

when they could not work at their trade, due to heavy snows and 

bitter winters (much as the one of 1947 just passed.) There is only 

one other record of a barrel-vaulted ceiling, such as you will find in 

our Meeting Room, in Dutchess County, and that one was in the 

Humeston Tavern at Amenia Union, but it was removed in 1927 and 

reset in a private house at Sharon, Connecticut. In the Meeting Room 

the town meetings for the Dover Township were held until Tuesday, 
the 2nd of April 1839, and at that meeting the following resolutions 

were resolved and adopted: "That as much money as the law allows 
shall be raised for the support of Common Schools, that $250.00 shall 
be raised for the support of the Roads and Bridges, and that Hogs 
shall be allowed to run in the highways the Year round if sufficiently 

rung to keep them from rooting and that Jackson W. Bowdish, John 
M. Ketcham and Elihu Hoag shall be a committee to examine the 
books and papers of the Town Clerks Office in Dover." The annual 
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town meeting for 1840 was held at the house of• W. W. Chapmans on 

April the 7th. In the town meeting of 1808, held here at Preston's, 

it was voted "that there should be two hundred dollars raised for the 

support of the poor, and an additional Ninety Seven Dollars. and 

Twenty Cents to pay the Town Debts." 

The Prestons were a long-lived family and there are notations in 

certain family Bibles that show some lived to be 99 years and many 

lived to be 93 and 94 years of age. 

The house was closed as an inn in 1854 after the railroads, which 

were completed to Dover in 1846, had taken away most of the drovers' 

trade and traffic. It was re-opened by one of the Preston heirs about 

1910 but succumbed in a year or so and stood idle until it was bought 

in 1927 by the Associated Handcrafts Corporation and, in 1937, I pur-

chased it from that company, the title search disclosing that there had 

been only the one transfer in 210 years, from 1727 to 1927. 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York bought the shell 

cupboard from the living room (south front room on the first floor) 

and when they removed it they found a number of French muskets of 

the Revolutionary period, secreted behind the cupboard and beneath the 

stairs leading to the upper bedroom floors. They are now in the museum. 

The house originally was in the disputed territory known as The 

Oblong territory and, when built, was probably in the state of Con-

necticut, as the central chimney was a Connecticut feature and not a 

New York state way of building in those early days, and the latch key 

to the main front door (east side of the house) was removable which 

was part of the Connecticut tradition to prevent burglary of the house 

and to convict the marauders and burglars who, if they were caught 

stealing ,from the house when the front latch was out, could be hanged 

on conviction. The only panes of original glass are in the two narrow 

windows flanking the front entrance door; all of the H and L and 
strap hinges you see throughout the house are originals. 
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THE STONE CHURCH* 

In previous reports about the Stone Church, emphasis has un-

doubtedly been placed on the formation of this remarkable cave. Due 

to the changes which are constantly taking place in this structure, how-

ever, it is increasingly necessary to look upon the Stone Church as 

more than an unusual rock formation. It has been my thought for 

some time that a small area of forest surrounding the Stone Church is 

rich in unusual sights of interest not notable for any historic value but 

very useful in helping to create a delightful setting, without which 

an appreciation .of the Stone Church would be incomplete. 

The most convenient approach to the cave, which lies in. the moun-

tain on the west side of the Dover Plains village, is a lane from Route 

22. At the foot of this maple-tree lane stands a placard 'relating an 

historical event associated with the Stone Church. r It is a -.very brief 

sketch of the legend of Sassacus and his handful of -warriors. Philip. 

H. Smith's General History of Duchess County gives a detailed, account 

of the legend :. .the English invasion of the .dominions of Sassacus, .the 

Pequod Indian chief, forcing him to flee westward from the present site 

of New London, Connecticut;. the loss of all but a handful of his 

warriors in numerous battles along the path of his flight; his descent 

into this valley from the east mountains and his ,conflict with the Mo 
hegan ,Indians; his safe refuge from the ,Mohegan pursuers in the cave 

known today as the Stone Church; and his northward. path to What 

is now Albany, where he was finally killed by the Mohawks. 

The Stone Church was used at one time by the towns-people of 
Dover Plains as their water supply and as a storage-cooler. Several 

water pipes are still present in what remains of the dam at the mouth 

of the cave. The earliest visible date carved in the Stone Church is 1740. 
A walk of an eighth of a mile, or less, along the maple-tree lane 

will bring a traveler to the Stone Church brook which must be followed 

paper prepared by Miss Virginia Palmer for the visit to the "Stone Church" 
at Dover Plains on the occasion of the annual pilgrimage of the Dutchess 
County Historical Society, on September 16, 1948. In the absence of Miss 
Palmer, the paper was read by Miss Vincent. 
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upstream about a quarter-mile before the cave is reached. The cave 

is situated in the center of a cool ravine, through which the brook flows; 

as this ravine is approached the invigorating effects of the gradually 

Increasing coolness is coupled, in early spring during the thaw, with 

the sound of water gushing over the rocks and, in other seasons, with 

an engaging stillness. Most of the rocks in this area are a schist 

type, dotted with the garnets peculiar to them. One of the larger 

specimens of this type lies directly at the entrance to the ravine; a 

worn inscription is carved on the top. Although two or three letters 

are a little worn away, it reads as the familiar Fax Fobiscum. Exactly 

when or by whom this appropriate expression was so carefully carved 

is a matter of conjecture. It is certain, however, that the carver took 

great pains to form perfect lettering. 

This description brings to mind a recent conversation with a 

traveling photographer. I found him seated on a rock along the 

Stone Church brook, looking most dejected, his tripod and an equipment 

case beside him. I asked his opinion of the Stone Church as photo-

graphic material and he replied that he was very, very disappointed, 

that it wasn't at all as spectacular and impressive as he had imagined. 

Some weeks later, I came across this young man again walking back 

from the Stone Church, but he had no photographic equipment with 

him. When I expressed my curiosity about this, he said that he had 

abandoned the task of getting a really fine picture of the cave and had 

reached the conclusion that its strength lay not in a visual appeal, as he 

had supposed, but rather in its peculiar effects on the visitor, which, he 

said, of course, could not be incorporated into a photograph. 

It is true that the Stone Church has changed a good deal in the 
past twenty years. The path leading to it is no longer a smooth one, 

as rocks and trees have fallen over it, and foliage has become quite 

thick all along the banks of the stream. The old dam at the mouth 

of the cave is almost washed away. In the interior of the Stone Church, 

rock formations which some years ago were likened to pews and altars 

are no longer in evidence, or only slightly. Trees have fallen over the 

long fissure in the roof of the cave. 

These changes are only natural and inevitable. Yet the individuality, 
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the central fact, so to speak, of the Stone Church remains, as it always 

must. The physical aspects of light and sound in the ravine combine 

to create not so much a spectacular display as a setting and an atmosphere 

which are truly remarkable and somehow expressed, quite effectively, by 

Pax V obiscum. 

The ravine narrows. as it approaches the cave, tending to make that 

structure the focal point of the eye. An arch is formed as the rocky 

lower sides of the ravine turn in and come together, not quite touching, 

due to a relatively small boulder wedged between them. This boulder 

forms .the center of the rocky arch; its base is approximately twenty-five 

feet wide, and its height about thirty feet., An opening, of four feet or 

more in width, extends along the roof of the entire cave which is estimat-

ed to be almost seventy feet long. The two great . masses of rock which 

form the inner .sides of the cave have been. quite naturally rounded . and 
hollowed, in places through erosive processes. . .A large boulder, oblong-

shaped, stands upright in the rear of the cave. . Many accounts have 

likened this peculiar rock to a pulpit. With a little imagination it . is 
not difficult to understand the likeness: during a certain hour in the 

afternoon the sun's .rays fall from the narrow fissure in the roof directly 

upon.,. this commanding boulder,- creating a . soft and .beautiful effect, 

especially when viewed from a distance. With the exception of this 

one solid, slanting ray of sunlight, the interior of the. entire cave is 

engulfed in . shadow and darkness. The woodland brook . running 

through it makes it very cool and damp in all seasons and . at all hours 

of the day. In early spring and during seasons of heavy rain, the stream 

gathers momentum from its downward -course through the woods to-
ward the Stone Church and gushes over the tall boulders at the rear 

of the cave, falling on the rocks below with a rush that can be heard 
a half-mile away. Such seasons are most worthwhile for visiting the 

Stone Church. The stream is very low in late summer when, usually, 
there is only a trickle of water from high boulders which, five months 
previously, were covered by lovely waterfalls. This dry season, how-
ever, permits an easy entrance into the cave's interior. 

An unusual and rewarding view of the Stone Church can be 
obtained by ten minutes of strenuous climbing or by forty minutes of 
much smoother hiking. Either route will eventually terminate at the 
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pine-needled ledge overlooking the ravine. It is almost a straight drop 

of four-hundred feet or more to• the stream below. Large trees grow 

along the edge of this precipice, pieces of which frequently break off, 

carrying the trees and large rocks with them. In five or six cases, the 

overhanging ledge has broken away on both sides of a large tree, yet 

the tree continues to cling to the ledge and, in time, its moss-covered 

roots form a convenient balcony for anyone who chooses to walk out 

upon it: 

In rainy reasons, a waterfall of forty feet or more can be seen to 

fall directly behind the Stone Church which, from this ledge, appears 

only a deep and winding fissure in the solid rocks below. The stillness 

of the dim forest up here blends with the echoes of the stream below, 

intensifying that stillness. Sunlight falls on the pine-needled floor of 

the forest in criss-cross and broken patterns; there is one rock on which 

the sunlight falls unbroken most of the afternoon—it is completely cover-

ed by thick and bright green moss, and is situated at the top of the 

slanting floor. 

A short walk beyond the Stone Church will take a traveler to the 

"grotto." A falls thunders out of sight at the rear of this grotto, whose 

tall sides are worn in hollows by the swirl of the stream-waters. The 
small, dark pool at its mouth is always still. When the stream is high, 

one has to shout to be heard by a person standing only three feet away, 

and the echoes of its falls are heard for long distances in the forest. 

In winter, the steep slope on one side of the grotto is covered by a 
massive sheet of thick, smooth ice—ice so smooth that it is like glass 

and appears blue when the sunlight falls on it, and so thick that it seems 
to roll. The ice lies in rounded terraces from a height of about fifty 
feet to the mouth of the grotto. The sheet is as broad as it is high and 
there is not a break in it. It is the most breath-taking sight in these 
mountains; the usual ice formations are jagged and broken—this one 
alone is worth the dangerous climb. 

On the ledge atop the steep slope, a throne-shaped rock overlooks 
the grotto. It is hollowed on one side to give it the definitely chair 

like form—a straight, high back, broad arms and wide, flat seat. Its 
appearance is majestic in view of the fact that the rocky ground slopes 
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downward in terrace-like formations from it, on all three sides. Facing 

this peculiar rock, the ground slopes downward to a kind of moss-

covered balcony. This platform protrudes out into space from the 

rocky ledge and affords the only extensive and unbroken view of the 

sky in this whole area of dense forest. The throne-rock looks down in 

full command upon this sun-baked platform. 

These sights which have been described are within a short distance 

of the Stone Church, though not easily accessible. They form a small 

but compact area of unusual rock formations and beauty spots. The 

Stone Church, however, dominates the entire group. No matter how 

many rocks and trees fall over and around it, or how much foliage grows 

up about it, it will never fail to establish an atmosphere of reverence, 

the quality of Pax V obiscum, which is really its greatest merit. 

Strayed from the subscriber on Saturday the 1st instant, at or 

near Poughkeepsie, a young spotted brindle and white DOG, with a 
scar on his rump, which had been scalded. It is supposed he followed 

some waggon. If any person will inform the subscriber, so that he may 

get him again, it will be deemed a peculiar favor, by 

Isaac Bloom. 

Nine-Partners, Sept. 17, 1787. 

Country Journal, September 19, 1787. 
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"FOWLER'S FOLLY," AND ITS BUILDER 

"Fowler's Folly," as it was long known, was the octagonal house 

erected in the middle of the last century by Orson Squire Fowlfr on 

the post road between Fishkill and Poughkeepsie. Fowler came to 

Dutchess County to make his home in the 1840's. Later he purchased 

a parcel of land about two miles south of Wappingers Falls and built 

the ambitious structure of nearly one hundred rooms after plans which 

he originated or adapted for his home. 

Fowler was born October 11, 1809, "the first white child born 

in the village of Cohocton," Steuben county, New York, three years 

after his father, Deacon Horace Fowler, had settled in that new com-

munity.• The deacon was one of the founders of the "regular church 

of the Congregational order," a man of substance and stern rectitude. 

The name of Orson Fowler appears on the rolls of the church at the 
age of sixteen. He and his family had decided that he was to be a 
minister of the Gospel and, following his early .training in the local 
school and at Ashland Academy in Massachusetts, he was studying 
at Amherst. He tells •that on entering his senior year at the college 
he realized that mental philosophy was to engage a large share of his 
attention during the year and he took up the subject of phrenology 
with a view to comparing it with other systems upon philosophy of 
the mind and, in order to test the truth, began to compare the phren-
ological developments of his fellow students with what he knew of 
their characters and was delighted to .discover, at every successive step 
in his observations and experiments a perfect coincidence between the 
two. 

One of his classmates, in particular, Henry Ward Beecher, was 
almost equally interested in the subject. Of him, Fowler -says he 
always found his room in the greatest disorder, his clothes, books, etc., 
strewn about in all directions and in utter confusion, "but for power 
of thought, cogency of argument, clearness of illustration and eloquence 
and splendour of diction, as well as for benevolence, humor and sense 
of character, he had few equals in the institution: to support this 
character phrenologically, his head was very large and in it the organs 
of causality, comparison, ideality and language, mirthfulness, benevolence 
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and approbative, were also very large." He and Beecher examined 

the heads of their fellow students, at two cents per head, outlining 

their characteristics and advising them in the selection of their vocations. 

Their experiments with their classmates encouraged them to arrange 

a number of visits to nearby towns where their lectures on phrenology 

and their reading of the heads of their credulous patrons were so 

successful that, after graduation, Fowler forsook his intention to enter 

the ministry. 

According to one of his biographers, Henry Ward Beecher believed 

profoundly in phrenology all his life. He held that "it brings new aid 

to the statesman, the lawyer, the physician and the minister of Christ 

and gives them a new power over the intellect and the will." Towards 

the end of his senior year at Amherst, he was elected president of the 

society of natural history, an organization which sported a gold fra-

ternity pin and discussed such scientific subjects as phrenology. Upon 

his election as president, Beecher delivered an able address upon the 

subject, expressing the futility of the objections offered against the 

science, exhibiting and defending its fundamental principles. 

Phrenology had been introduced to America some few years before. 

It had had its beginnings at Vienna where an eminent physician, Dr. 

Joseph F. Gall, born in Baden, Germany, had begun to give public 

lectures in 1796. In 1805, forbidden to teach their doctrines in Austria, 

he and his pupil, Dr. John Gasper Spurzheim, visited Berlin and 

lectured in more than thirty towns in Germany, Prussia, Holland and 

Switzerland. Spurzheim was born in 1776 and studied medicine in 

Vienna where he met Dr. Gall and became associated with him in 

teaching phrenology. They worked together until 1813 and published 

two volumes on anatomy and physiology. Spurzheim went to London 

a year later and became a member of the Royal College of Physicians. 
He lectured in England, Scotland and Ireland and in 1832 accepted 
urgent invitations to lecture in the United States. He visited and 
lectured at Yale and in Boston, where he died in November of that year. 

George Combe, a pupil of Spurzheim, was born in Edinburgh in 1788. 
He had studied for and practiced the legal profession until 1827, when 

he left it to devote his time exclusively to phrenology. He also visited 

and lectured in the United States, giving seventeen courses of lectures 
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in eleven principal cities. He, very possibly, was the "Mr. Coombs, 

phrenologist," who, according to the Poughkeepsie Telegraph of 

October 11, 1837, was "examining heads at the Village Hall in this 

place." It was as a result of the visits of these lecturers that an interest 

in phrenology was spread in and about Massachusetts, where Fowler 

and his classmates were enabled to attend and participate in the demon-

strations. 

In 1835, Orson Squire Fowler established an office in New York 

where he and his younger brother, Lorenzo Niles Fowler, to whom 

he had taught the mysteries of the art, maintained an examining room 

where many a noted person of the day came for a reading of his head. 

His sister Charlotte, educated at Franklin Academy, Prattsburg, New 

York, became interested in the subject which she taught as early as 

1835 and a couple of years later she joined her brothers in the New 

York enterprise. She married October 13, 1844, Samuel Roberts 

Wells who had studied medicine but had never practiced. He was 

another exponent of the idea and became a member of the firm of 
Fowlers and Wells, publishing their own books and those of other 

writers on kindred subjects. 

Lorenzo Fowler married, in 1844, Lydia Folger, who a few years 

later was the second woman in the United States to receive the degree 

of Doctor of Medicine, graduating from Central Medical College of 

Syracuse in 1850. Orson Fowler had married, June 10, 1835, Mrs. 

Martha Chevalier, daughter of Elias Brevoort, a merchant of New 

York. (The Brevoorts had a home at Fishkill, as did the Lyman 

Beechers, which undoubtedly influenced Fowler in his choice of a 

location for his famous building). Lorenzo's wife wrote some of the 
publications and in 1850 announcement was made that physiology and 
phrenology had been introduced into many primary schools throughout 
the country, particularly in New England, and that orders for Mrs. 
Fowler's text books (Familiar Lessons on Physiology and Phrenology 
and Familiar Lessons on Astronomy, both designed for the use of 
children and youth in schools and families) had been received from 
England, to be introduced there. 

It was an age of reform and the home of the Fowlers became the 
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meeting place for many of the reformers, among them Lucretia Mott, 

a follower of the water-cure, Charles A. Dana, Lucy Stone, Horace 

Greeley and Amelia Bloomer. In one of the water-cure almanacs was 

published a short article contributed by Henry Ward Beecher on 

"Bloomers in the Country." He urged that every woman have a 

Bloomer dress for the sake of foot excursions: "We are not ultra on 

Bloomers. In the city or town our eye is yet in bondage to the old 

forms. But in the country where the fields are to be traveled, the 

rocks climbed, brooks crossed and recrossed, fences scaled, bushes and 

weeds nayigated, a woman in a long dress and multitudious petticoats 

is a ridiculous abomination . . . A Bloomer costume leaves the motions 

free, dispenses with half the help from without, and, above all, avoids 

needless exposure of the person . . . I should think less of one's judg-
ment and delicacy, who, after a fair trial of either dress, in an excursion 

requiring much field walking, was not heartily converted to the theory 
of Bloomerism, and to its practice in the country." 

At this time the country was swarming with a great variety of 
educational, literary and pseudo-scientific societies and much literature. 
It was an era of reform. Nearly everything had to be reformed and 
there were many earnest souls willing and able to help. It is very 
probable that Andrew Jackson Davis, the clairvoyant, and the Fowler 

brothers were friends. Fowlers and Wells published some of his books 
for Davis. The Fowlers approved of mesmerism and clairvoyance. 
(They recommended that surgical 'operations be performed while the 
subject was magnetized, in preference to the administration of ether.) 
Davis practiced both and he approved of phrenology and the water-
cure, which the Fowlers practiced. In one of the phrenological almanacs 
the editor said: "There are several magnetic, and clairvoyant subjects 
employed in this and neighboring cities, devoted exclusively and con-
stantly to the examination of diseases, and they are gaining confidence 
with the people. Success to them. Many wonderful cures have been 
performed through their means." 

Susan Anthony and Lucretia Mott (who had been a pupil at the 
Nine Partners School in Dutchess County) were campaigning for 
women's rights and the writings of Davis and the Fowlers urged upon 
their readers the rights of women. Temperance was the theme for many 
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reform societies and. Davis and • the Fowlers used their arguments for 

this. cause. In fact, they counselled against the drinking of -tea and 

coffee or the use of tobacco. • The Bloomers were advocating dress re-

form and much good advice was given in their respective publications 

by Davis and by the Fowlers. Fowler wrote pamphlets on the subject, 

coined and used on his title pages the slogan, "Natural waists or no 

husbands!" and Davis did his share in urging the ladies to avoid any-

thing which confined the figure and to dress in a modest and sensible 

manner. They both . warned young gentlemen in search of wives to 

avoid all who persisted in tight-lacing. 

. These were busy times. The Fowlers were delivering between 

three and four hundred lectures during the season. They were pub-

lishing, as fast as they could turn them out, their own writings and those 

of others on similar subjects. Orson and ,Lorenzo had .collaborated .in 

1835 in writing Phrenology . Proved, Illustrated and Applied,. which 

in twenty years would run through thirty-seven editions, none of them 

less than one thousand copies. It contained the phrenological chart, 

the names of the organs and their definitions (there was also a chapter 

on "Unascertained Organs"), chapters on the piactical utility of phren-

ology, facts in proof and illustration of the science and .many, many case 

histories in support of their theories. This was the first American work 

on the subject and was followed by many other titles. Orson Fowler 

was a prolific writer and set down .his thoughts most positively. In 

1854 they .advertised 109 separate publications on phrenology, water-

cure, physiology, mesmerism and psychology, phonography and some 

miscellaneous items, most of them written by the Fowlers. • The prices 

varied from fifteen cents for some of the pamphlets to $2.50 and $3.00.

for some of the bound volumes. The titles made the same appeal as 
those on our lists of best sellers today. ,His "How to" books,—.How 
to Write, How to Talk, How to Behave, How to 449 Business; books 
on The Home, The Garden, The Farm, Domestic Animals, probably 
sold as readily one hundred years ago- as do .their successors in this day. 

Some of the intriguing titles were Self-Culture and the Perfection 
of Character; Hereditary Descent, its Laws and Facts Applied to 
Human Improvement; Memory and Intellectual Improvement, Applied 
to Self-Education; Temperance and Tight-Lacing; Maternity, or, 
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the Bearing and Nursing •of Children, including Female Education; 

Education Complete, Embracing Physiology, Animal and Mental Self-

Culture and Memory and many, many others. Small wonder that the 
presses were kept busy. 

Love and Parentage, Applied to the Improvement of Offspring 

sold for thirty cents (which included postage) and the same, bound in 

muslin, could be purchased for seventy-five cents. This was said to 
have had no less than forty editions, of at least 1,000 each. 

Another publication was called Matrimony, or Phrenology and 

Physiology Applied to the Selection of Congenial Companions for Life, 

including Directions to the Married for Living Together Affection-

ately and Happily, the twenty-fourth edition of which was published 

in 1854. The preface stated that the first edition was of 5,000 copies 

only and was all written in the business intervals of one week, and 

three months later a second edition of 10,000 copies was printed. The 

succeeding editions contained more material and were "greatly improved 

in regard to style and arrangement." It was written to do good and 
its success in this respect gave the author "unspeakable pleasure" and 
he hoped it would "continue to throw a fresh stream of benign, purify-
ing, and reforming influences over the marriage relations of mankind, 
till all are brought to drink deep, and drink through a long a happy 
life of reciprocal love, at this fountain of connubial bliss." This 
treatise discussed many subjects. It included an Analysis and Adapta-
tion of Amativeness, a similar chapter on Philoprogenitiveness. Much 
good advice was offered in the selection of a mate in the chapters: "The 
thing to be done in marrying is to secure congeniality ;" "Who should 
not marry ;" "A new method of ascertaining the character of your in-
tended for certain ;" "Directions for courting and marrying phrenolo-
gically ;" "Rich and fashionable young women make poor wives ;" 
"Natural waists, or no wives ;" "Choosing intellectually first and loving 
afterward ;" "Evils of modern courtship ;" "Single blessedness ;" "Marry 
to please no one but yourself, not even your parents." He advised the 
gentlemen to avoid small waists and soft hands. "Beware of them unless 
you wish your hearts broken." "Temperance ladies have wisely adopted 
the, excellent motto, 'Total Abstinence, or no husbands.' Let men adopt 
the equally important motto, 'Natural waists or no wives'." "Rouge does 
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not supply the place of the rosy cheek of health." In • his chapter .on 

"Single-blessedness" he granted that it was better not to marry at all 

than to marry a bad husband or wife, but he really pitied those young 

people, especially young ladies, "whose domestic feelings are so strong, 

and whose hearts are gushing fountains overflowing with love and 

tenderness, but have no object upon which to bestow them. Do you 

not pity yonder cooing dove without its mate? . . . How many maiden 

ladies who are every way qualified to make the best of wives and mothers, 

are doomed to live unmarried and to die unmourned ? Some of them 

,are doubtless too particular, others too cautious, but the majority too 

tenderly endeared to some congenial spirit ever to cast an eye of love 

upon any other than him who bore off, only to blight, their first full 

blooming affections. Let them not be ridiculed, but rather let them 

be commended for being thus true to nature . . . And then, too, they 

render themselves very useful in families, neighborhoods and societies, 

especially religious, as teachers, nurses, makers of garments, etc. But 

they should not expect to live as long or as happily as they would, had 

they married well while young." He recommended "one love, one 

marriage, and only one," and pointed out that almost all step-parents 

and step-children disagree and, as another • proof, of the point, that a 

• second marriage is more a matter of business: "I'll give you a home, 

if you'll take care of my children,—It's a bargain, is the way most second 

matches are made. There is little of the poetry of first-love, and little 

of the coyness and shrinking diffidence which characterize the first 

attachment . . . I grant that in case a companion dies, marrying again 

may be the lesser evil than living unmarried, and, therefore, preferable." 

Fowler was a young man when he first wrote all this advice. 
Probably long before his first wife died and he married a second and 
before his second wife passed on and he selected a third, he had changed 
his views but he still found the old words saleable. , His biographers 
tell that he married three times, so he had opportunities to put some of 
his theories into practice. 

• At the museum, another profitable venture, students were trained 
to master the science; books and the other necessary equipment were 
offered for sale. It comprised two long stores in Clinton Hall, one 
filled with books, counters and desks; the other with a large cabinet 
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of skulls, busts, etc., with a quiet office in the rear, devoted to phrenolo-

gical examinations which were given both day and evening. It was 

announced that the museum, or "Cabinet," contained "busts, casts and 

skulls of the most distinguished men that ever lived, also skulls, both 

human and animal, from all quarters of the globe,—including Egyptian 

mummies, pirates, robbers, murderers and thieves; also numerous 

paintings and drawings of celebrated individuals, living and dead; 

and is always free to visitors, by whom it is continually thronged." It 

was urged that the most effectual way to gain a correct practical ac-

quaintance with phrenology would be to obtain some good books on 

the subject, like the Illustrated Self Instructor, "containing one hundred 

engravings showing the temperaments, comparative phrenology, and 

all the organs, large and small, in contrast; also the phrenological bust, 

on which all the organs are correctly located and labeled, so that a child 
can learn them in a few days . . . The Phrenological Bust is highly 

ornamental, as well as useful, and costs only One Dollar." It would be 

sent by express. 

One of the almanacs contained an article on Indian Club Exercise, 

illustrated by a muscular young man swinging two implements, re-

sembling butter churns, high above his head. The article stated that 

it was "our object to furnish a cheap and healthful means of exercise 

to those who have narrow chests, feeble muscles, dyspeptic habits and 

general weaknesses . . ." The clubs were offered for sale at the 

museum in four sizes: No. 1, at 50c; No. 2 at 62c; No. 3 at 75c; and 

No. 4 at $1.00. 

In 1852 a branch office, in charge of Mr. D. P. Butler and Mr. 

C. J. Hambleton, was opened in Boston. They were most successful 

in aiding "hundreds of young men choose their employment, merchants 

select their clerks, mechanics their workmen and apprentices, house-

keepers their domestics and happy marriages contracted." It was 

reported that three thousand persons had been examined in one year 

and that written descriptions had been prepared for 2,000 of them. 

The next year a branch office and book store was opened in Philadelphia. 

This was in charge of Nelson Sizer who had officiated four years as 

an examiner at the New York office. The lectures in Philadelphia 

were well attended and an unusual interest was manifested in obtaining 
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charts and written descriptions of character. It .was announced that 

hundreds of good phrenologists were needed in our progressive country, 

to "scatter broadcast the ennobling truths of this science." 

Written descriptions of character were furnished those who de-

sired them. They were taken down 'phonographically as they fall from 

the lips of the examiner, and afterwards copied out in full." In the 

early years a comparatively small number of those examined felt disposed 

to have these reports. As the demand increased there were employed 

at the New York, Boston and Philadelphia offices from four to six 

professional reporters. This method enabled the firm to "impart in a 

permanent form to each person advice relative to health, habits, balance 

of Temperament, the culture of weak faculties and the training of 

strong ones, etc., . . ." much better than could be done in any other way. 

At the museum, the offer was made: 

To Young Men who wish to enlarge their knowledge of men and 
things by traveling, and yet cannot afford the cost without some business 
to defray the expenses—to students in colleges, desirous of spending 
their vacations in such a manner as to tone and invigorate their over-
taxed constitutions—to those who by confinement in bad air and seden-
tary occupations have impaired their health and wish to regain it—
to all such, we can offer inducements that will enable them to carry 
out their desires, not only without cost to themselves, but in a pleasant 
and profitable business. 

Many young men are selling our publications and realizing hand-
some incomes, while at the same time they benefit mankind by scattering 
valuable truth, enlarge their own experience, and see the world. For 
an advance of a small sum, say $25, we will supply a stock of our 
popular works (see list of books), at such a liberal discount from the 
retail prices, as will enable any enterprising young man to make 
good wages, and besides, we will warrant those who thus engage 
against the possibility of loss. 

Those persistent salesmen who swarm the streets in this present 

probably owe something to Orson S. Fowler. 

In 1838 Nathan Allen, a young medical student, established an 

American Phrenological Journal in Philadelphia. Allen graduated in 

medicine in 1841 and thereupon sold to the Fowlers the periodical 

which had put him through college. Much of the material used in the 

journal was later printed in the almanacs, with the same cuts. There 
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were many biographical articles on the prominent persons of the day, 
most of whom either had been phrenologically examined by the Fowlers 
or would have made excellent studies for those students of the cranio-
logical bumps. It also contained studies of "animal phrenology," phy-
siognomy, phrenological descriptions of criminals and preachers, busi-
ness men, scientists and inventors. In fact, inventing was much to be 
encouraged, as the following excerpt would indicate: 

There is no sphere of human labor where the successful efforts 
and talented and Ingenious individuals meet with so liberal reward 
as in the field of invention. Immense fortunes have been the work of 
but a day with many a lucky man Inventors are gfnerally aware 
that we have opened a department for the purpose of aiding inventors 
in any way we are able to, of realizing a just remuneration for their 
labor. The inventor's own office at Fowler and Wells, at No. 308 
Broadway, is the place where any business of this kind may be trans-
acted. 

This journal outlived the Fowlers and the Wellses and was discontinued 
in 1911. • 

The phrenological almanac was first published in 1840 by .Fowlers 
and Wells at the "Phrenological Rooms," price 6c per copy, 25 for 
$1.00. It carried on the cover the familiar outline of the head, divided 
into segments, each of which was numbered and contained a small 
illustration depicting the particular . characteristic which that segment 
represented. Its subject matter covered a large field. The Usual aS-
tronOmical information to be found in any almanac, giving the. time 
of the rising and setting of the sun, the moon's phases, etc., etc., was 
included. It gave an illustrated definition of each of the phienological 
organs, many helpful hints on health, women's rights, dress and eti-
quette, proverbs, miscellaneous items of general information, such as 
one might find in the ordinary farmers' almanac. 

In most of these almanacs were published lists of "advocates who 
preach and practice it [phrenology] in their daily avocations" and in-
cluded the names of Horace Greeley, William H. Seward, Henry Ward 
Beecher, Horace Mann, Nathaniel P. Tallmadge (a former resident 
of Poughkeepsie), Professor George Bush (who was at one time as-
sociated with Andrew Jackson Davis) and many others. A series of 
articles on phrenology, of course, and on its founders, Gall, Spurzheim 
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and Combe was featured. In addition there were many short bio-

graphical sketches of prominent persons, stating or implying that the 

subjects were deeply interested in phrenology and had had their heads 

examined by the Fowlers. Among them were Cyrus Field, Samuel 

F. B. Morse, James Russell Lowell, Lucretia Mott, Phineas T. Barnum, 

Jenny Lind, "Yankee" Sullivan, John Charles Fremont, James Bucha-

nan, Frank Leslie, Edgar Allan Poe, Lorenzo Dow, Freeman Hunt, 

Lindley Murray, Elisha Kent Kane and many others of equal pro-

minence, and in this same category, "Miss Fanny, a baboon." 

It would appear that the presence of the subject together with 

his head was not absolutely necessary for examination. In a sketch 

on Louis Napoleon, it was stated that "we have no means of knowing 

this man except from public prints and the likenesses before us. He has, 

we judge, a very  ," etc., etc. And, although Fowler had not 

had the opportunity to run his fingers over the skull of King Henry 

VIII, he published a portrait of the man and an estimate of his charactei 

and abilities based on his general appearance,—and probably his known 

accomplishments. 

Later, advertisements stated that written descriptions of character 

might be made from daguerreotypes or other likenesses, when it was 

not convenient to be present in person. Likenesses could be sent by 

mail from any post-office and the written description returned to the 

owner within a reasonably short space of time. The terms for a full and 

complete written analysis, with advice, including prepayment of postage 

on return package, was $5.00, "which may be remitted to us with the 
likeness." 

The almanacs, of course carried the advertisements of the firm. 
In 1851, the list gave 64 books and in 1852 there were listed 81. 
The American Phrenological Journal, The Water-Cure Journal and 
The Herald of Reforms, also The Student, an illustrated family maga-
zine for young people, devoted to the physical, moral and intellectual 
improvement of the young, were all published monthly, at the same 
price, $1.00 per year. The firm also published "Good Books for 
Everybody" on phrenology, hydropathy or water-cure, physiology, 
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mesmerism, psychology, phonography, etc., etc„ "postage prepaid and 
sent by mail to any post-office." 

In 1850 report was made of a phrenological convention which had 

been held at Clinton Hall in anniversary week, May 10, 1849, at which 

time an American Phrenological Society was formed and a committee 

was chosen to draft a constitution and to prepare the report. In this 

connection it was stated that theretofore the responsibilities of phreno-

logical science had rested on a few individuals but that it would thence-

forth receive the cooperation of many mighty minds, selected for the 

purpose. Enthusiastic speeches had been made by several gentlemen 

present, touching upon the dignity, importance and utility of the science, 

the labors, the duties and influence and the need for such a society, as 

well as the advantages connected with its formation. It stated that 

"the day will long be remembered by all lovers of the science who were 

present." Some of the objects proposed were a weekly paper, an ex-

tensive addition to the cabinet of busts, skulls, paintings and statuary, 

with suitable buildings for exhibition, a lecture room to be used for all 

scientific purposes and the establishment of an institution whereby 
persons might qualify themselves to teach, lecture and examine. 

A year later, report was made that the first annual course of 

lectures of the American Phrenological Society, held at Clinton Hall 

during the winter had been "highly popular and had attracted over-

whelming audiences of highly intelligent listeners" and that on some 

occasions "thousands were obliged to go away while the large hall was 

densely crowded, and every avenue leading to it was filled with persons 

eager to find a place to STAND and hear the truth." 

The first lecture in this series was given on the history, progress 

and prospects of phrenology by Nelson Sizer. Other lecturers, in 

addition to those connected with the "cabinet," included the Reverend 
Pierpont Elder of Philadelphia, the Rev. William H. Channing, Parke 

Godwin, Horace Greeley, Charles A. Dana and Professor Syme of 

New York. 

Societies of similiar character were being formed all over the 

country. Orson Fowler, Lorenzo Fowler and Nelson Sizer had lectured 
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in Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Western New York, Vermont, Mas-

sachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey and Ohio, in addition to the several 

courses of lectures given in New York and adjacent cities. The invita-

tions to visit different parts of the country were more numerous than 

they could possibly accept. 

The publication office was maintained in the same building as 

the museum, or cabinet, and the examining offices of the firm. In 1851, 

it was reported that the establishment had a staff of more than a dozen 

members, in addition" to the clerks and bookkeepers. The two Fowler 

brothers and Nelson Sizer were "engaged in the professional department, 

one Of whom may always be found in 'attendance." Samuel R. Wells 

had charge of the business department, publishing, correspondence, etc., 

and Was. ably. assisted by his brother,. R. D. Wells. In the publication 

office was Mrs; Charlotte F. Wells, Miss Mary S. Rich of New York, 

Miss Julia IL Clarke, late of Oswego, and Miss Sarah Moran of .New 

York. In this department the journals were kept and the mailing cared 

for :. .20;000 copies of the Phrenological Journal; 18,000 of. the Water-

Cure Journal:. atrd 5,000 of The Student were mailed out each month, 

besides the iiiany orders for books which arrived daily: In 1849 an-

nouncement was made that the annual sales of the phrenological almanac 

exceeded 200,000. 

In the words of the editor, in 1850: "If to do all this labor—to 

edit the journals, write books, publish and sell more than 45,000,000 

(a year' later it was reported as 60,000,000) of pages, deliver 350 

public lectures, examine 10,000 heads, write 1,200 characters, of eight 

or ten pages each, besides teaching private classes . . . is not business 

enough to keep our troop of fifteen persons busily engaged, for one year, 

and earn for them a reputation for industry, we know of no place or 
avocation which can ao it!" The editor further remarked that directly 

connected with the enterprise was the stereotype establishment of Baner 

and Palmer, of twenty men, several power printing presses, running 
constantly, besides bookbinders, etc., who devoted no small portion 
of their energies to the publications of the Fowlers. Mention was also 
made of Mr. Howland, the engraver. His name appeared on numerous 
cuts and phrenological charts. The same chart was not used on all of 
the phrenological literature. The familiar outline of the head, facing 
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right or left, with its subdivisions appeared, but -the small illustrations 

depicting the characteristics of the different compartments of the skull 

varied with the ideas of the designer, although the same spates, or bumps, 

were alloted to practically the same qualities. 

There was opposition to phrenology. The Phrenological Journal 

and Orson Fowler answered much of the criticism. In the summer 

of 1835 the Baltimore Chronicle published a long discussion on the 

subject between "Vindex" and 0. S. Fowler. Later this was published 

in pamphlet form, giving Fowler the opportunity to state his views 

and to cite cases with which to prove his contentions. All of his writ-
ings were profuse with "case-work" illustrations to substantiate the 

principles of phrenology. 

Many articles appeared in the periodicals, some favoring the new 
science, some mildly interested and others amused by its pretensions. 

In the issue of October 20, 1838, the New York Mirror printed the 

following jibe: 

At a late meeting of the Mudfog Association for the Advancement 
of Everything a learned member exhibited to the company the skull 
of Eugene Aram when a schoolboy, and another gentleman presented 
another skull of that individual when at a more advanced age. The 
innocence of the boy when contrasted with the criminality of the mur-
derer, as clearly developed in the two existing heads, was highly cor-
roborative of the incontrovertibility of skullology. 

The Poughkeepsie Casket, published by Benson J. Lossing, devoted 

a page in the issue for March 26, 1836, to a contribution signed 

"Timothy Wiseacre, Professor of Sapology," which said, in part: 

'Ology. This appendage is pinned to every whim concocted in the 
brain of the thousand dreamers of this age of speculation and gives to 
such whims all the gravity of Science, and to the originators the title 
of professor; showing them competent to bear an initial degree, such 
as A.S.S., et cetera. But I am about to disclose to the world a scientific 
fact, which has lain hidden in the arcana of undeveloped nature ever 
since symmetry was bespoken from chaos and whatever others may 
claim of public confidence by their ocular and oral demonstrations 
of bumpological science, I am willing to stake all my mystical lore, that 
I can fathom a man's gumption, and regulate all his claims to respecta-
bility, before the tardy phrenologist can examine a single protuberance 
  To Phrenology, Dentology, Noseology, and a host of other 
names   I have added SAPOLOGY, the qualifications of which 
are measured by the quantum of sap contained within his cranium, 
which is easily ascertained by marking the exercise of articulation. 
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• Phrenologists visited and lectured in Poughkeepsie as early as 1835 

and, undoubtedly, Lossing was then and later well acquainted with 

Fowler. There were numerous references in the local newspapers in 
the late 1830's, the 1840's and '50's to courses of lectures on phrenolo-
gy given by Fowler and the phrenological literature was offered for sale 
in the village. Announcement was made in the Poughkeepsie Daily 
Eagle of September 24, 1853: 

WOMEN'S RIGHTS. The largest meeting of the season was held 
at the Universalist Church on Thursday evening to listen to the speeches 
and teachings of the fair in regard to their rights and privileges. 
Addresses were made by Professor 0. S. Fowler of Pishkill (who 
treated on women's rights phrenologically and physiologically,) and 
by Mrs. Rose of New York, and Mrs. Jenkins of Geneva, each of whom 
acquitted themselves satisfactorily to the immense and quiet listening 
audience. It was suggested that, in order to keep the subject of women's 
rights before the people, another meeting be held in this place in the 
course of a month, and Mrs. Rose gave a challenge for the "lords of 
creation" to meet her in debate on the subject. 

There was an extraordinary interest in water-cure, and the Fowlers 

and associates took that up. In 1854 they established The Water-Cure 

Journal and Herald of Reforms, devoted to "physiology, pathology, 

hydropathy and physical, moral and intellectual development." Its 

cover was quite appropriately decorated with a cut which showed a 

group of bathers enjoying an outdoor pool, a large waterfall in the 

background and an inset picturing a bird eyeing appreciatively a bowl 

of water. It was published for fifteen years under the original title 

and continued for fifty years longer under other names related to 

health and hygiene. 

They published also a Water-Cure Almanac, similar in size and 

make-up to the phrenological almanac. In addition to its own subject 

matter. and the astronomical information, it had as great a variety of 

contents as appeared in the other. Water-cure advertised phrenology 

and phrenology advertised water-cure, and they both advertised Fowlers 

and Wells. In 1855 this almanac claimed a circulation of 50,000 and 

started out with an article addressed, "To our hundred thousand read-

ers," an exposition of the system of hydropathy. "Starting from an 

obscure German village, it took the path of enterprise, and, coursing 

westward, crossed to England. There it was nourished until it had 

waxed strong, when with a bound it spanned the wide waters and landed 

64 



upon our shores." Followed a doubtful welcome in this country until, 
at the writing in 1855, "the joyful news had been told by neighbor to 
neighbor and with many supporters in the Congressional Hall and the 
Department of State, in the pulpit, at the bar, in the manufactory 
and in the counting room,—everywhere the new science was established." 

In an article on the difference in waters, sea, rain, snow, spring, 
river, well or pump water, were each described and the concluding 
sentence announced that "Thus it will be seen that the best water for 
all purposes, drinking, cooking or bathing is that which falls from the 
clouds after a continued rain, and the next in order is river water,"—
which should be a comfort to Poughkeepsians. 

A comment, made in 1855, might have been written in the present 
day: "In ancient times war was ten times more sanguinary than in 
modern; the increased certainty of destruction from the improved 
means of murder being the most powerful of peace arguments." 

Among the contributors to this almanac were Horace Mann, Walt 

Whitman, Henry Ward Beecher, and Horace Greeley. One issue con-

tained a directory of the addresses of hydropathic physicians, listing 

several in New York, but none in Dutchess County. 

In Dutchess County Fowler has been remembered as the builder 

of his gigantic octagon structure rather than as a writer and 'lecturer. 

In one of his articles he strongly urged that every married pair secure 

a permanent residence for themselves and children (and incidentally 

expressed the opinion that a man should own only one house, and that 

his residence) and advised that the prospective builder select a good 

building spot for his home. And that is just what Fowler did. He 

said that a superb building spot was one of the three motives which in-

duced him to build where he did,—the other two being good water and 

an excellent fruit locality. "Give me a beautiful landscape," said he, 

"and an elevated site, guaranteeing a fresh, dry atmosphere, together 

with whatever summer breeze may be afloat. And what if it is expOsed 

to winter's bleak winds? Are they not bracing and healthy?" 

There were few subjects on which he did not feel qualified to 
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write. He had expounded his ideas quite profitably on phrenology as 

a science, on health in many phases, on marriage and the rearing of 

children, education of women, temperance, mesmerism and dozens of 

other subjects. In 1847, he published the first edition of his A Home 

for or, The Gravel Wall and Octagon Mode of Building, "new, 

cheap, convenient, superior and adapted to rich and poor," and followed 

it with other editions with revisions reflecting his changes of opinion 

based on his experiences in the construction of his own home. In the 

earlier editions he claimed both the gravel wall and the octagonal 

mode as his own inventions, but, in the edition of 1854, he stated that 

the octagonal design was wholly original as applied to dwelling houses 

and, with reference to the gravel wall, "all the credit I claim is that of 

appreciating its superiority, applying it on a large scale, and greatly 

improving the mode of putting up this kind of wall." 

In the fall of 1842, he and his wife purchased at auction at the 

court house in Poughkeepsie twelve acres of land, located in the town 

of Fishkill on the east side of the Post Road. Later he added more 

land, on both sides of the road, and upon it built his octagon. He 

owned a house and lot in the village, on the road leading to the river, 

and probably lived there while he supervised and worked on his first 

house. 

This first house on the property was built on what he called a 

board-wall plan, a method he advocated before he switched to the 

gravel wall. It was built of boards, the walls being made by laying 

rough hemlock boards flat upon one another and nailing them together. 

Some of the boards were four and some six inches in width and one 

inch or more in thickness. Courses of boards were laid all around the 

house, first a wide, then a narrow, allowing one board to pass clear 

out to the corner from one side and, in the next layer, clear out to the 

corner from the other side. Proceeding in this manner until high 

enough, the window frames were inserted and the walls continued 

until of the right height for the floor timbers which were laid right 

upon the board wall, and so on up to where the rafters for the roof 

were laid on in like manner. The alternating widths of the boards 

furnished clinch room for plastering which was used in place of clap 

boarding and the whole exterior was white-washed. (Years later, 
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another owner spiked siding boards on, making the house resemble 

an ordinary frame building). He advoCated this form of building 

as the ideal home for the poor man and reported that his frame in timber 

and labor had cost him less than $80. It took about twenty days' work 

to put up the house, (twenty-seven by twenty-seven, and twenty-two 

feet high), ten of carpenter and ten of common laborer. It took a 

mason and tender four days to plaster the outside and the mortar cost 

him $12.00 or $15.00. He made this his home while building his 

larger structure. 

He worked for some years on his octagonal house, constructed on 
his gravel-wall plan. He had seen octagonal and hexagonal buildings 

and had decided that this was the most economical plan, as enclosing 

more inside space for outside wall than any other design. In his edition 

of 1854 of the Home for All, he devoted many pages to a detailed 

description of his own octagon, beginning with the basement and work-

ing to the top, sixty feet above. He located his house on an oval knoll, 

the top of which he took down some six feet to obtain a level foundation, 

and which furnished him with nearly all the stones, large and small, 

used in putting up its walls. He had a theory that every man who 

could purchase a plot of ground could build his own home from the 

materials provided by nature. He had his stone broken up and wheeled 

directly into his mortar beds and then into the troughs which were 

moved higher as fast as the wall hardened, and figured that he thus 

saved expense in two ways, that of hauling away the stones and the 

drawing of gravel for the walls. For the walls of this sort of house all 

that was needed was lime and stone, the stone in various sizes "from 

tolerably fine sand up to any size which could well be deposited in the 

wall." A wall of lime and sand would answer but, he explained, the 

larger stones added to its solidity. 

Tile walls of his house were built of this "grout," sixty feet in 
height, making three stories and a basement which was almost wholly.

above ground. The sides were each 32 feet in length, giving a cir-

cumference of 256 feet. The front entrance was in the basement and 

guests were led into a receiving room where an octagon-shaped pillar 

in the entry had "an elk's head and horns and some deer-horns masoned 

into it, on which to hang hats and coats." Callers were then conducted 
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up the wide stairway into the center of the story above and taken .to 

any of the rooms "wherever it was desirable for them to go, in ac-

cordance with their station and business," while members of the family 

and familiar acquaintances might enter the main floor by a stairway 

on the outside of the house leading to the porch. In addition to the 

entrance hall, kitchen, pantries, cistern, workmen's dining and sitting 

rooms (no un-enviable place to spend evenings, and where they could 

amuse themselves without straying to the grogshop or other objection-

able places), provision was made in the basement for an ice house, green 

house, preservatory and store rooms for foods and another room for 

storing "bedsteads, lumber barrels, and such rubbish as garrets usually 

contain," as well as the coal cellars and furnace. Fowler stated that 

coal was the only proper material for heating houses and he had arranged 

next to his furnace a place for manufacturing gas out of cheap oil, 

soap-fat, etc., which he felt was easily made, far cheaper than common 

gas and the cheapest and best way to light a house. He mentioned no 

fireplaces in the house but described the method by which he made his 

chimneys (and his speaking tubes, as well as some of his water pipes) 

by simply building his wall about a stick the size of the opening desired 

and withdrawing the stick just before the wall was set. A dumb-

waiter went from the basement to the top of the house, serving every 

story in its passage and speaking tubes were placed in the closets. Fowler 

considered any house, however modest, without a furnace, an inside 

toilet, hot and cold water all through the house, a green house, an ice 

house and a dumb-waiter, very imperfect. 

While the ground story was exactly adapted by its position for 

work, storage, etc.,. the main floor was fitted to become the main 

pleasure story of the house. This floor was composed of four large 

rooms, surrounding the central stairway, and four smaller ones and 
corner closets. With folding doors, either two rooms could be thrown 

together, giving a room 39 by 44 feet, or if a larger space were needed, 

all four .rooms could be made into one single .hall, large enough to ac-

commodate a supper party of two hundred. To him large suppers rep-
resented mental. repasts, good speaking rather than eating, at which 

"many toasts, sparkling suggestions, witty effusions, short, pithy, racy, 

eloquent, convivial speeches" would constitute the chief attraction and 
at which woman would contribute as much. as man. The author sug-
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gested that such a suite of rooms could provide meeting places for neigh-

bors and congenial spirits for mental profit as well as for pleasure. 

The appearance of the stairway was described as really magnificent 

—lighted from a glass dome, seventy feet straight up, cupola included, 

"octagonal in form—a far more beautiful figure than a square or a 

hexagon." Besides the glass dome at the top of the cupola each of its 

eight sides had a window and the builder observed that on any par-

ticularly hot, sultry day if the windows and doors of any room on any 

floor were opened a strong current of air would be drawn up through 

the stairway and the cupola. 

In the two upper stories arrangements were made for many tri-

angular closets and eight bedrooms, (each 15 by 21 feet and lighted by 

one large window, "far better than two smaller ones, for then there 

are no confusing cross lights, always bad for the eyes") , with dressing 

rooms and four other inside rooms, each 11 by 12 feet square, which 

had no outside windows but had "good-sized" windows over the doors 

which opened into the well-lighted central stairway and were also 

equipped with ventilators. On the *top floor, each of these rooms had 

skylights, made by inserting Crystal Palace glass, a half-irrch thick, into 

the roof. The author said he thought the world of these interior rooms; 

as bedrooms they were cool in summer and warm in winter, inaccessible 

to mosquitoes, yet easily ventilated by openings in the ceilings. And 

he especially recommended such a room for an author's study, a most 

agreeable place for writing. He did most of his writing at night be-

cause he felt there was some cause in nature which from sunset to mid-

night facilitated good writing. 

The two upper stories were practically alike, except for a bathroom 

on the first of these floors and except for the several cisterns, located 

in the dressing rooms or closets of the top floor, and fed from the large 

cistern on the roof, having a filtering apparatus. An abundance of 

running water in the bedrooms was desirable, said the author, because 

the need to carry water upstairs rendered it scarce and retarded clean-

liness. He also had a copper boiler attached to the kitchen range which 

supplied hot water to the stories above. 
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One luxury which Fowler took the liberty of alluding to, because 

so necessary to a real human want, was an indoor "water-closet." He 

presented a detailed description and concluded that "to squeamish 

maidens and fastidious beaux" this point was not submitted, but matrons, 

the aged and the feeble were asked, if such a closet were not a "real 

household necessity and luxury which need be used only in cases of special 

need, the one generally used being outside as usual." 

There were wide verandas surrounding the house on each floor. 

The advantage of having them all around was considerable, as pointed 

out by the builder, either for promenading or allowing one to choose 

sun or shade, breeze or shelter from it, as comfort dictated, when re-

laxing on twilight and moonlight summer evenings. "Though he could 

not see the Hudson River from his home, he mentioned his enjoyment 

of the view, especially at sunset, commanding a full prospect of the 

Catskills, the mountain house, and even College Hill at Poughkeepsie, 

and commented that on evenings of July Fourth, in a day when that 

national holiday was celebrated in a more "patriotic" manner, the 

rockets from nineteen towns and villages might be counted from his 

roof. From the top of the cupola, which was twenty feet high and 

twenty-one in diameter, the view was truly splendid and, he added, 

the house could be seen from all the country round about. Stairways 

connected his porches so that one might ascend or descend from the 

top to the bottom outside of the house. He considered this desirable in 

case of fire, but assured his readers that he was quite sure his house 

would never burn because many of its inside walls were made of lime 

and stone. The outside finish consisted only of a coat of common mortar 

spread right on the rough wall. He suggested that a second coat might 

be used and colored with indigo, lampblack or other articles, adding iron 
filings and salt to make it resemble granite. He explained that the 

"salt corrodes the iron and causes this oxide to ooze out in drops which 

dry on the surface of the mortar so as exactly to resemble, which it 

in fact is, iron rust such as is found in granite." 

Fowler believed that the study of architecture offered opportunities 
for pleasure and for profit. He said that no labor of his life had given 
him more lively delight than the planning and the building of his own 
home, that till past forty his profession had engrossed too much of 
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'his time and means to allow him to procure a comfortable home, yet 

for ten years past he had been making observations in all of his pro-

fessional peregrinations and had been cogitating by months upon the 

best mode of building for his future years. He hoped that no one would 

suppose he had forsaken, or even turned aside frgm phrenology, that 
first and only occupation of his enthusiastic youth and .the idol of his 

maturing and declining years. He had turned aside only to build him 

a good home and in doing so had learned of and made improvements 
which he felt would greatly increase home comforts and had written 

his work on the mode of building to encourage other prospective builders 

to try out his plan. 

He had many ideas which in the present day might be considered 

modern. Even his argument for the use of the octagonal form as con-

taining the most inside space for the size of the outside wall is one of 

those set forth in a recent book on housing. He mentioned in one 

of his publications that metal, should and would be used more extensively 

in building and, in the 1854 edition of his Home for All, said that he 

could not resist the growing conviction that glass was nature's' roofing 

and flooring material. He cited its many advantages for roofing, 

mentioned its use for walls, and added "if glass can be used for roofing 
it can be run in all sorts of forms and' molds of beauty, interweaving, 

as in carpets, any varieties and combinations of colors. In this place 

iron should be used in place of floor-timbers as rafters, the sun and 
light kept out, or softened by paint, and all kinds of colors could be 

added; thus rendering floors and roofs most beautiful and dispensing 

with lath and plaster overhead." 

As a fuel, he preferred coal but recognized that wood might be 

more generally used in the country. He stated that wood might prove 

the cheapest when scientists had completed that invention which could 

convert the same wood used to heat a house into the gas to light it; 

and that since a cord of wood was said to furnish ten times More light 

than a ton of coal, one could burn the surplus gas early in the daytime 

for heat. 

In an article on inventions he said that there was need for many 

inventions to save physical toil and suggested that "a new mode of 
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raising dirt, stones, etc., in excavating 'cellars, is an article that would 

find a ready sale if it were portable, convenient and would effect a 

saving of labor, as it might easily be made to do." 

He advocated, in planning a house, a separate room for each 

person, stressing how much more desirable 'even an inferior room, ex-

clusively one's own, were to that shared with another; and urged that, 

in caring for their own rooms, children would cultivate a sense of 

responsibility; and pointed out how much better even an adult could 

study, think, do business, or anything in his own place than in a place 

only half his own. 

He used many arguments to prove the superiority of the octagon 

and compared the expense of constructing such a home with that of 

building a house of the more usual type. Above all, he deplored the 

money wasted in the construction of winged houses. "Wings on houses 

are not in quite as good taste as on birds," he said, and argued quite con-

vincingly about the amount of side-wall, roof and foundation which 

was required to encompass such a house. 

He showed that a large house cost relatively less to build than a 

small one and pointed out that it took twice as much time and work to 

keep a small house neat as compared with a larger one where a place 

might be found for everything and everything could remain in its 

place. He felt it desirable to have a sewing room in every house, 

almost a necessity in a day when practically all the family sewing was 

done at home. And every house needed an exercise or amusement 

room,—a play-room for children, a gymnastic room for females, and a. 

dancing room. He noted how extravagantly fond of play were all child-
ren and that they were not allowed to make any noise within doors, "be-

cause it disturbed ma's, or aunt's, or granny's tea-intoxicated nerves, 

lashed up almost to the point of derangement by the want of such an 

exercise-room." 

Even the little triangular closets, where one could stand in the 

door and reach any part of the shelf without stepping inside, were to his 
way of thinking more convenient than most closets. And he told how 
he had had his carpenter make a box the shape of his clothes closet, 
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one foot smaller each way, with hooks inside and out, which he hung, 

bottom-side up, in the center of his three-sided closet. With a long strip 

of wood, like a lath, he was able to hang his clothes all around and 

inside this box-like contrivance, well above his head, (the ceilings on 

this floor were fourteen feet high) so every square foot of his closet 

space was utilized. 

He devoted R. part of his book to explaining how the octagon form 

might be adapted for the construction of churches, barns, schoolhouses 

and associative houses. With reference to his plan for a church, he 

pointed out that the arrangement within an octagonal building facilitat-
_ 

ed the congregation's seeing one another, and "thereby the interchange 

of friendly and benignant feelings toward one another," accommodating 

those who go to see and be seen, and asked "if a genteel woman wants 

to exhibit her dress, or tinsels, or paddings, why not let her? She may 

thereby be brought within the reach of good." 

He felt that the schoolhouse was the first cornerstone of our 

nation's greatness, the next being the ballot-box, the former underlying 

and guarding the latter. He said that all of his neighbors refused to 

locate the, district schoolhouse on their lands, but that he coveted its 

location on his land. He urged that parents perfect their schoolhouses, 

that an octagon provided a more advantageous light, that ample provision 

should be made for fresh air and that special attention be paid to warm-

ing the feet of the pupils. He recommended a furnace, placed below 

the room and that a brick flue extend around the house, under the 

floor,—"not very expensive, but very comfortable." The school corn-

-missioners of his district, apparently did not see eye to eye with him, 

for the schoolhouse erected on his property was a small rectangular 

building. 

The farm surrounding his house was laid out with walks and 

drives, fruit trees and berry bushes of every variety were planted all 

'over the place. He recommended that trees be planted about a home 

and pointed out that fruit trees would provide the desired shade, that 

cherry trees, to his taste, far eclipsed forest trees in beauty of looks 

while in blossom and while loaded with fruit. He had lined the post 

road, where it passed through his land, on both sides with them. At one 
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time he called a meeting in Fishkill village and invited one hundred men 

to join with him in setting out fruit trees along the public highways 

so that poor people could get fruit without being subjected to the humilia-

tion of begging or stealing it from their more fortunate neighbors. He 

did not make the needed converts and the scheme was never carried out. 

Wherever he went on his lecture tours he made a point of observing 

the kinds of fruits and berries that were praduced and he brought to-

gether from all parts of the country the best varieties of fruit trees 

and berry bushes for his farm, from the time he first owned the property. 

In the winter of 1857 Mr. E. M.. Goring acted as advance agent for 

the professor and traveled with him through Canada. He told that 

on one occasion Fowler purchased a half peck of uncommonly fine pears 

and, for lack of a better place to carry them home, put them in a trunk 

on top of his wife's wardrobe and then forgot About them until the trunk 

was opened the following spring. On another occasion at a fair in 

Canada, he purchased, for its seeds, a monstrous pumpkin and turned 

it, over to his advance agent to carry about until their return. Mr. 

Goring asked to place the vegetable in the baggage car and he saw to 

it that when he rolled it vigorously in the door on one side, it sped across 

the car and out the opposite side, while the professor was looking on. 

Fowler had to pass on to the next town to keep his engagement and 

Goring picked up the pumpkin seeds and found them much easier to 

transport than . the pumpkin. Another tale Was told of his peculiar 

theories with referance to foods. He said that in its seasons man could 

live on what the earth produced without the trouble or expense of 

cooking and serving in other than its natural form. He opposed spiritous 

liquors and "animal meat" as detrimental to health. His idea was that 

man should live mainly on unbolted wheat bread and fruit, or, its juice, 
and that fruit juice, "the daintiest of luxuries," should take the place of 
water. (In describing his preservatory and again in his articles on 
fruits and berries he mentioned his enjoyment of the juice of black and 
red raspberries, strawberries, blackberries, cherries and peaches). On 
one occasion a tramp stopped by, asking for something to eat, and was 

invited to step into the garden and help himself. The tramp, tired 

with walking, wanted something more substantial but there was nothing 
in the house that even a tramp could eat, so he took up his weary walk 
again. After he had gone a half-mile he was brought to a halt by the 
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shouts of Fowler who was pursuing him with a hot loaf of bread fresh 

from the oven. 

One of the tales which was circulated about the house was that 

in the days when its owner was most prosperous free love was obtaining 

many disciples in this country and the professor was said to have been 

one of them. Another report said that the house was to be devoted to 

the uses of a spiritualistic home and water-cure. The story was told 

that when the professor (as he was known in the neighborhood) was 

living there a spiritualistic manifestation was held one night, to which 

an unbeliever from Fishkill Landing had in some manner obtained ad-

mittance. He told that after the lights were turned down and while 

the party was seated around a table from which sundry mysterious raps 

and strange scraping sounds were given out, the skeptic felt something 

touch his foot and, quick as a flash, grasped it. The seance was broken 

up but not before the owner of the foot was identified but the tale does 

not state how he was treated after his disclosure. 

An illustrated and detailed description of the edifice was published 

in Godey's Lady's Book for October 1854. It quoted the builder in 

his claim that its walls were four times cheaper than wood and fix 

times cheaper than brick. The article stated that if this were really 

so, the form of building deserved attention, especially since its walls 

were remarkably solid, having stood perfectly well four seasons and 

grown harder with age, and concluded: 

Altogether, it js a real curiosity, worth going quite a journey to 
see, and as practically useful as unique; and its enterprising founder 

deserves our good wishes, and even thanks, for setting an example, 
on so large a scale, of both the gravel wall and octagonal style of 

building. 

Some accounts say that Fowler began building his octagon in 1847 

and finished it in 1856, while others ascribe a shorter length of time 

for its construction. Certain it is that it took him a long time and all 

aocounts agree that he put up his walls and furthered his building during 

the summers and spent the lecture season in gathering more money to 

pursue his avocation. He went away every winter, destitute of funds 

and in debt, but would return in the spring, pay everybody all that he 

owed and start up work on the place afresh. His book of 1854 described 
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his home as if complete and early in 1855 he advertised for summer 

boarders. They came in numbers and his wife acted as head of the 

establishment. In September of 1857 he executed a lease to William A. 

Riker, a real estate operator of New York, letting his farm of 130 acres 

of ground, with all the dwellings, out houses, live stock, farming utensils, 

etc., and all the household furniture (Fowler was permitted to remove 

from the north parlor of the principal house "an Eolian" and to replace 

it with another instrument or piano, as good in all respects) for a term 

of five years. Riker was to pay an annual sum of $2,500 and would 

enter and occupy the principal house at the time of the execution of 

the lease and would employ himself in the business of "finishing and 

repairing" it. Fowler was to furnish $500 toward the finishing and 

repairing and Riker would pay no rent until the first of April of the 

following year. The lease was witnessed by Margaret R. Johns and 

Orsena S. Fowler of New York. 

Whether Riker fulfilled any part of his share of the agreement 

does not appear, but the following summer the house was filled with 

summer boarders when an epidemic of typhoid broke out, carrying off 

several of the guests. It was ascertained that sewage had leaked into 

his well and that ended the boarding house for that season. The follow-

ing year Fowler and his wife transferred the property to Orsena S. 

Smith of Minneapolis and Orsena and her husband, Melville C. Smith, 

within a few months, transferred the title to Harriet Carr. It was 

said to average a new owner each year for the next thirty years. 

Just before the Civil War a large number of military schools 

sprang up all over the country and, in 1861, the octagon was leased to 

a Spanish gentleman, Andreas Cassard, who filled the house with 

military students, most of them either Spanish or Mexican, with a" very 

few boys from the vicinity attending. In the summers of 1861 and '62 

he would march the boys in their uniforms down to the village to give 

exhibition drills. In 1864, Cassard got into financial difficulties and 

ran away, leaving many debts behind him. 

'The following year the place was refurnished and opened again 
as a boarding house by a Mrs. Cunningham. It was filled with guests 
when the rumor started that the proprietress was the same Mrs. Cun-
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ningham who had been indicted for the murder of a Dr. Harvey Burdell 

in New York City in 1857. It was afterward proved that the real 

murderess was another person, altogether, but the guests had left and 

the house was closed again. For fifteen years the place was uninhabited 

and in 1880, it was again put in order for occupancy as a boarding house 

and a truckload of furniture was said to be on its way from New York. 

The furniture never arrived and the house was never occupied again. - 

The windows were broken, the roof and other woodwork gradually 

decayed and fell away but the masonry walls stood for years, gaunt 

and weather-beaten, and the reputation that the place was haunted 

grew and spread. All sorts of tales were told about it. The younger 

children feared to approach its vicinity in the daytime and many nervous 

adults kept from the neighborhood after dark. Uncanny sights were 

reported within the house and lights were some times noticed flashing 

through its windows at the tolling of the midnight hour. The hardier 

boys and girls found a fearsome pleasure in visiting the place. The 

story was told that a padlocked door on the top floor should not be 

touched as it opened to a 'bottomless well. A local resident tells that 

her father pried open the door and found the dumb-waiter shaft. 

There were other octagons in Dutchess County and there were 

octagonal rooms in some of the more conventional houses. (The gate-

house at Blithewood, Annandale, although referred to by A. J. Downing 

as octagonal, is really a hexagon.) An octagonal room is mentioned by 

Helen W. Reynolds, in her Dutchess County Doorways, in the house 

built by Peter DeLabigarre in 1800 at Tivoli, and another in a house 

built at the mouth of the Fishkill in 1814 or 1815 by William Allen. 

The Red Hook Public Library is housed in an octagon, built in 1864 

by Allen Barringer Hendricks and used as a dwelling house for many 

years before it came into the possession of the village of Red Hook. 

Hendricks was probably influenced by Fowler in the design of his home, 

although he did not use the same building material. Perhaps lit was 

too cautious to attempt the sort of walls recommended by Fowler. At 

any rate, he used poured Rosendale cement, marked off to resemble 

stone. At the fair grounds at Washington Hollow the sixteen-sided 

small exhibition building, which is still standing and used as an office 

for the turkey farm, was made of wood, of two stories and surmounted 

with an open cupola of eight sides. The starter's booth at the old 
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Hudson River Driving Park had eight sides. Just before the end of 

the last century Alcander Fox, who owned considerable property at 

the foot of Livingston Street, maintained a picnic ground on the piece 

of land which jutted out into the river and which as known as Fox's 

Point. On the point was an octagonal building, used as a refreshment 

pavilion. Later it was used as a dwelling house, but has long since 

disappeared. 

How much Fowler influenced the building of other octagons is 

not known. The engraver, Howland, who made some of the plates 

for Fowler's publications, had built an octagonal home, using the board-

wall plan. Fowler was probably in close touch with John Russell 

Comstock who erected an octagon on a hill north of the turnpike be-

tween Millbrook and Mabbettsville. Comstock was an orchardist and 

Fowler was much interested in fruit raising and he was known to have 

a large orchard of choice fruits. Fowler started his orchards and 

gardens before he built his octagon and, in his book of 1854, described 

in detail the varieties of strawberries, cherries, apricots, plums, peaches, 

pears and apples. He named the varieties best suited for this neighbor-

• hood and listed their best points, but made no mention of Comstock 

(although the name of 0. S. Fowler led a list of names of residents of 

the town of Fishkill who endorsed a system of "terra-culture" ad-

vanced by Russell Comstock, brother to John R.) . Fowler claimed 

that his success with his fruit was due to the fact that he threw several 

horns, obtained from tanners and comb manufacturers, or animals' 

skulls from butcher shops, or other bones, into the holes under the trees 

before setting them out. And he carted eight miles, presumably from 

Poughkeepsie, the lees left after making soap, from a chandler's factor

to put about the roots of his trees and shrubs. Russell Comstock ad-
vertised as a "terra-culturist" and claimed to have made original dis-
coveries in• the cultivation of trees, vegetables and crops of every de-
scriptton. His discovery was simple and practical and within the 
ability of any farmer to understand and use. It may have been the 
planting of bones as fertilizer, but that could hardly have been claimed 
as a new discovery. 

The octagonal mode as adapted for a dwelling house should 
hardly be claimed by Fowler. In Poughkeepsie as early as 1819 an 
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"octagon house" was standing on Main Street. In 1803 Peter De 

Riemer purchased of Lawrence Van Kleeck and Alida, his wife, property 

located on the south side of Main Street and extending through to 

Cannon Street, together with "buildings," etc. The maps of the village 

of 1790 and of 1799 show no buildings in that block on that side of 

the street. De Riemer died October 12, 1814, and thereafter the 

property was offered for Tent and for sale. In the spring of 1819 the 

executors of his estate advertised in the Republican Herald: 

FOR SALE 

The Octagon House in Main-street, opposite N. Conklin, Junr's 

Store,—The house is large and commodious, and well calculated for 

a large family. Will be let low if not sold by the first of May next 

Two years later, August 13, 1821, Walter Cunningham purchased 

of the estate of Peter De Riemer the property on Main Street, upon 

which stood "the House commonly called the Octagon House." In 

1836 a disastrous fire destroyed all of the buildings on the south side 

of Main Street in that block. 

No description of this house has been found and it is possible that 

it was not really an octagon. Some polygonal houses were called 

octagons though they were hexagonal, the best known example being 

"The Octagon," where President Madison and Dolly Madison lived 

in Washington after the White House had been burned by the British 

in .18.14. This. house is still standing, still called "The Octagon," al-

though it has but six sides. It is the headquarters of the American In-

stitute of Architects and is maintained as a historic-house museum. The 

gatehouse at, Blithewood, probably designed by Town and _Davis, was 

described by Andrew Jackson Downing _ as _ an octagon. . It is still 

standing and is. a hexagon. 

By 1863 the Fowler brothers had built up such a wide interest 

in their lectures and the phrenological cabinet that they both withdrew 

from the publishing house, leaving it in the hands of Samuel Wells and 

his wife, who conducted it for many years. Samuel Wells died April 

13, 1875 and, following his death and that of his wife, the business, 

still known as Fowlers and Wells, was continued until after the turn 

of the century. The Fowler brothers devoted their time during the 
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season to their lectures and reading the heads of an immense clientele. 

Orson Fowler moved to Boston, later to Manchester, Massachusetts. 

Lorenzo Fowler and his wife traveled and lectured k in Great 

Britain where they were so well received that they left this country and 

passed the remainder of their lives in England. Their daughter was 

also interested in phrenology and contributed to and, later, edited The 

Phrenological Magazine of London. She returned to the United States 

about the time Orson's house was demolished and continued her interest 

in phrenology, becoming editor of the ilmerican Phrenological Journal 

and writing books on the subject. 

After Lorenzo had left this country Orson continued to lecture 

and write. He turned out a number of books on subjects similar to 

those which had previously sold so well. Orson's first wife, Martha 

Brevoort, died and Orsena married, in 1857, Melville C. Smith and 

lived in Minneapolis. The second wife was Mrs. Mary Poole, the 

daughter of William Aiken of Gloucester, Massachusetts, whom he 

married October 26, 1865; and he married a third time, March 21, 

1882, Abbie L. Ayres, the daughter of Ebenezer Ayres. of Osceola, 

Wisconsin. 

One of the members of the .Dutchess County Historical Society 

tells of an interesting experience when a small girl attending a grammar 

school in New York City. One day there appeared in the schoolroom 

an elderly man, Professor Fowler, who talked to the children. At the 

conclusion of his talk he asked to have one of the pupils sent forward 

and the teacher selected a tow-headed meniber of the class. He ran 

his fingers over her head and said some very nice things about her 

abilities and prospects. When he had finished he inquired the name 

of the child and laughed with the teacher when she announced that the 

little girl's name was also Fowler,—Etta Fowler, now Mrs. Fred 

Holmes Rees, of Poughkeepsie. Mrs. Rees, after more than fifty years, 

remembers distinctly the feel of the exploratory fingers. moving over 

her scalp. -She describes the professor, who at the time must have been 

about seventy-five years of age, as a handsome man, yery tail And erect, 

with beautiful white hair and beard and with a very kindly face and 
manner. 
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In 1884, it was said that Fowler, 75 years old at the time, visited 

the house and ascended the outside stairway to the roof, "running up 

the ladder like a cat." Some few years later this stairway rusted through 

at the upper point of fastening and crashed to the ground. The owner 

of the house, in 1896, removed the window frames, doors and any other 

woodwork which he could salvage. (One article stated that the wood-

work in the lower floors of the house was of cherry and mahogany and 

had been put in by Edwin Hoysradt of New Hamburg). A photograph 

taken on Christmas day of that year and reproduced later in a local 

newspaper, showed a last view of the famous Tile, walls and chimneys 

still standing, gaping holes where the windows had been, the verandas 

all gone, with only a few timbers sticking out to show where they had 

been. Those walls were of such solid construction that on July 30 

and 31 of 1897, Mr. Fred C. Haight and an assistant set off blasts of 

dynamite to bring them down. The walls finally collapsed and the 

famous structure which had taken so long to construct and was now 

considered a menace to life and limb, was reduced to a mess of rubble. 

Years later the octagon-shaped well was filled in and Fowler's house 

became a memory. 

Ex-Mayor Kingsland of New York was once owner of the house. 

At one time it was bought and sold on the New York Stock Exchange. 

Some broker had originally bought it in good faith for a summer resi-

dence. When he discovered the real situation, he sold it to another 

broker, and each one in turn made it a point to get rid of it to some 

one else. When it was finally demolished it wfts owned by a Mr. 

Townsend. 

The setting for Octagon House, a mystery story published in 1925 

by Gertrude Knevel, a former resident of the neighborhood, was in-

spired by the house built by Fowler but there was nothing in the tale 

to tie it to "Fowler's Folly," except the shape of the house. 

Fowler probably had funds in later years which might have put 

the place in order but he may have realized that he would never be 

able to maintain it as he wished, or his second or third wives may have 

had strong opinions about the probability of throwing good money after 

bad. Certain it is that Fowler did not lose his affection for his master-
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piece, as was indicated by his several visits to it long after it had passed 

from his hands. In these later years he continued to lecture add 

finally retired to a farm in the neighborhood of Sharon Station, Con-

necticut, where he died August 18, 1887. In 1883 in Poughkeepsie, 

in testifying in a judgment proceedings, he said he was making about 

$10,000 a year, but had no property and was unable to pay the judgment 

against him. At the time he was living in the eastern part of the 

county. The probate records do not show that he left any estate. 

Had he built on a more modest scale the house might still be 

standing, a monument to the phrenologist. As it is, all of those people 

who remember the ruin in its later days will soon have gone and there 

is just one thing which may bring to mind Fowler and his "folly,"—

the school district in that locality is still known as "the Fowler house 

district." 

AMY PEARCE VER 'NOOY 
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JOHN RUSSELL COMSTOCK, AND HIS OCTAGON 

Another octagon house in Dutchess County was the one in the 

town of Washington, between Millbrook and Mabbettsville, built by 

John Russell Comstock and mentioned in the foregoing article. This 

house was not nearly so ambitious an edifice as that constructed by 

Orson S. Fowler. It was built about the same time but was used as 

a dwelling over a much longer period of time and was only recently 

demolished. 

The Comstocks came to Dutchess County from Rhode Island and 

were among the Quakers who migrated to this area. Matthew Com-

stock, the son of Thomas and Elizabeth Haviland Comstock, was born 

July 10, 1767, and came to the town of Washington about 1790. He 

purchased several parcels of land in the neighborhood of Mabbettsville. 

On October 17, 1792, he married Ruth Russell, the daughter of Elihu 

and Elizabeth Russell of Dover, and went to live in the house built 

by Abraham Wing Merritt, which he had purchased and which was said 

'to ,be a great structure, one which people came from miles around to 

see. Matthew Comstock and his wife were the parents of ten children 

born in this house: Thomas, born February 8, 1794, and died Novem-

ber 10, 1813; Job S., born February 12, 1796, and died January 15, 

1830; Edith, born March 18, 1798, and died February 15, 1816; 
Russell, born June 29, 1800, married Eliza C. Fowler; William, born 

February 22, 1803, and died June 10, 1816; John Russell, born April 
15, 1807, and died July 26, 1889; Phebe Anna, born February 23, 

1805, and died February 27, 1870; Elizabeth R., born March 20, 

1808, married Benjamin Smart; Charles, born December 1, 1811, and 

died September 18, 1818; and Ebenezer, born 1815, and died young. 

Matthew Comstock and his family were members of the Nine 

Partners Meeting. He was one of the committee which purchased 

the land for the Nine Partners Boarding School. It was at a meeting 

of this congregation that he collapsed and died February 26, 1831. 

John Russel Comstock married, January 5, 1845, Minerva In-

graham of Pleasant Valley. He was an orchardist and established 

a large nursery on part of the Property owned by his 'father. He built 



his house about a half-mile beyond the home of his parents and at the 

end of a long, winding drive that _passed through their dooryard. Great 

orchards of apples, pears and peaches lined this drive and covered many 

acres beyond the house. In addition, he had vineyards and large plant-

ings of berries and currants and flowers of eveiy kind and description:

He had pink and white magnolias and rhododendrons, as well as the 

more hardy lilacs, and he called his home "Floral Hill." The house 

was located on a height and presented a very pleasing and imposing 

exterior. It was surrounded by fruit trees and looked down on the 

creek winding through the meadows. The builder constructed a chain 

of four ponds and erected a windmill to provide water for his nurseries 

and it was said that the plantings in and about the ponds were truly 

beautiful. 

This octagon was made entirely of wood, each side about twelve feet 

long. On the ground floor an open porch completely circled the house and 

a spindled railing enclosed a porch surrounding the second floor. Both 

of these floors had many windows but there were no windows in the 

third floor, which was surmounted by a glass cupola. The cupola was 

used for raising the precious plants for Comstock's nursery. 

On the first floor there were four square rooms,—kitchen, parlor 

(papered in pale lavender, with gold fleur-de-lis), diningroom and bed-

room, with a three-sided, or triangular, room on each of the remaining 

four corners. These were used for linen room, plant room, pantry and 

a vestibule, the glass door of which was covered with an iron grille. 

The kitchen was almost completely panelled and from this room rose 

the stairway to the floor above. Doors from the kitchen, dining 
room and the vestibule opened onto the porch. There were no fire-
places in the house, it being heated entirely with stoves. The windows 
were fitted with blinds, not shutters. 

There were many outbuildings, none of them octagonal in shape. 

There were horse and cow barns, blacksmith shop, wagon-making shop 
and other buildings, including large fruit houses for the packing and 
sorting of fruit. 

About the time that Fowler was building his octagon John Russell 
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Comstock's brother, Russell Comstock, was proclaiming his discovery 

of a natural law in vegetable growth and life. He called, himself a 

terra-culturist and lectured throughout the state, and beyond, explain-

ing his principles which he did not put into print. He published • in 

1852 a collection of testimonials covering several pages. He had, 

by that time, addressed meetings in many parts of 'New York and 

neighboring states and had collected and reprinted the items which 

had been published in the various newspapers where he had lectured. 

His formula was an idea which could not be patented or copyrighted, 

so he relied on the loyalty of his hearers not to divulge his secrets. 

He advertised that he would address a group of not less than twenty 

men, instructing them in his new method, for the sum of $1.00 each, 

and he listed sixty-six places where he had made appointments to deliver 

his lecture "in such building as the Post Master and others may desig-

nate. PP 

The advertisements stated that Comstock's discovery was the 

result of thirty-six years of experiment, observation, scientific attain-

ments and research. His principles were endorsed by agricultural 

societies all over the state, the board of supervisors of Dutchess County 

and many well-known farmers in this county and elsewhere. The 

New York Tribune stated: 

Russell Comstock, of Dutchess County, professes to have discovered 
the means of doubling each crop of Indian Corn, preventing the Potato-
Rot, greatly prolonging the fruitful life of the Peach Tree, &c. &c., 
by an improved system of seeding and culture, which he makes known 
through lectures and otherwise   We don't know his secret, and 
have no good opinion of secrets generally, but many reliable men have 
certified that Mr. Comstock's method is of very great utility and merit, 
so we mean to find it out, and advise others to do likewise. 

It is probable that Fowler and the Comstocks were friends and, 

as the name of Russell Comstock's wife was Eliza Fowler, they may 

have had mutual relatives. Fowler had a large orchard with many 

varieties of all sorts of fruits and berries. In one of the articles printed 

in Comstock's sheet of testimonials the name of 0. S. Fowler heads a 

list of more than forty men living in the neighborhood of Fishkill Who 

had attended a lecture given by "Professor" Comstock and were willing 

to endorse his discovery. Both Orson S. Fowler and J. R. Comstock 

were strong advocates and liberal supporters of the temperance cause. 
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Several of the ten children of Matthew Comstock died in early 

youth. Of those who survived Job S. was a merchant and died in 

1830. John R. Wand Russell were the well known orchardists and horti-

culturists. Phebe Anna was a writer and lecturer, a friend of most 

of the contemporary writers of her day, both here and in England. 

Elizabeth married Benjamin Smart and, until comparatively recent 

years, a daughter, Mrs. Anna. M. Smart Sutton, was living in the 

neighborhood. On the map of Dutchess County printed in 1856, the 

house of P. A. Comstock is shown located beside the main highway and 

the residence of R. Comstock is on a lane some distance from the road. 
The Atlas of New York and Vicinity, published in 1867 by Beers, Ellis 

and Soule, shows an octagonal outline representing the home of J. R. 

Comstock at "Floral Hill," some distance back from. the main highway. 

This octagon was inherited by his niece, Mrs. Sutton, following 

the death of John R. Comstock and that of his wife in 1889. She held 

the property until 1910 when she sold it to Charles F. Dieterich and 
it was used as a dwelling house until this time. The house then stood 

unoccupied for some years, during which time the window lights were 
broken and the building fell into disrepair. Only five years ago it was 

torn down for the lumber and timbers. The foundation is still standing, 
in a good state of preservation, but the drive which led to the house 
has been closed and is overgrown and the once-beautiful gardens have 
become what is probably as great a wilderness as could be found in 
Du tchess County today. 

AMY PEARCE -VTR NOOY 

NOTE: The information' cencerning the Comstock house was supplied by 
Miss Margaret Flaherty, whose family has had close association with the house 
and with the Comstock family for more than sixty years. Miss Flaherty was 
well acquainted with the house and spent many hours in and about it. In fact, 
she still makes her home on a part of the property which was owned by the 
Cotnstock family, Matthew and two successive generations, for about one 
hundred and twenty-five years. 
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" EARLY HOTELS OF HYDE PARK VILLAGE 

The Community's First Hotel,-"Hyde Park Hotel." 

The present village of Hyde Park is practically all in the ninth 

"water lot," originally the property of Jacobus Stoutenburgh, and where 

he established his home about 1742, at the time of his retirement from 

public business in Westchester County. Before his death he gave each 

of his children a farm, and to his son Luke he gave the one consisting 

of about 250 acres surrounding his home in the present village of Hyde 

Park. 

Luke Stoutenburgh died some time prior to 1791, and at that time 

his estate was separated into 42 lots and divided amongst his 

children, as follows: John L. was alloted Lots 1, 15, 26, 27 and 42; 

Peter L., Lots 20, 5, 9, 32, and 41; James L. ( Jacobus), Lots 25, 2, 

10, 29 and 38; Tobias L., Lots 24, 6, 16, 30 and 40; Margaret L. 

(married Richard Teller), Lots 23, 3, 11, 28 and 36; Elinor L. 

(married Samuel K. Van Kleeck), Lots 22, 4, 12, 31 and 35; Luke 

L., Lots 7, 19, 13, 34 and 39; and William L., Lots 8, 17, 18, 33 and 

37. The homestead house stood on Lots 14 and 21 and, as Mrs. 

Stoutenburgh survived her husband, these lots were not included in 

the division. 

Thus Lot 25 fell to James L. Stoutenburgh, who sold a part of 

it, about 1796, to Israel Carpenter. No deed of this sale was ever 

recorded or ever found; however, by July 1, 1809, Joseph Carpenter 

and Anna, his wife, sold it to. Jabez Miller of Long Island, for the sum 

of $3,750; by deed dated May 1, 1809, described as "situate in lot No. 

25, beginning at the southeast corner of the same, where the road lead-

ing to D'Cantellon Landing intersects the said turnpike and where the 

dwelling house stands ;" containing one acre, two roods (Liber 21, p. 50). 

Under date of June 5, 1804, an advertisement appeared in the 
Poughkeepsie Journal and Constitutional Republican, as follows: 

For Sale 

A Valuable stand of the subscriber's in Clinton town, Dutchess 
county, six miles and a half above Poughkeepsie, on the post road and 
the four corners of the new shun-pike road, leading from the Nine part-
ners to D'Cantillons landing, within a few rods of the Church, and with-
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in half a mile of said landing, a good and well finished HOUSE, two 
stories high, 44 feet by 28, and a kitchen in the rear, and likewise a 
good barn and stables and other out houses, convenient for store and 
tavern, which has been occupied as such ever since it was built; con-
taining nearly half an acre of land and a number of grafted fruit trees 
on the said premises, and likewise thirteen acres of good wood land, 
lying between two or three miles from the above said premises on 
the Nine partner road, which will be sold together or separate as may 
suit the purchaser • the subscriber wishes to decline his present business, 
therefore will sell it reasonable; apply to the subscriber on the pre-
mises, who will give a good title for the tame. 

Walter Skidmore 
June 5, 1804 

This advertisement appeared in the same paper each week up to 

and including the issue of September 5, 1804. There can be no question 

that this is the Hyde Park hotel, but how Walter Skidmore became 

attached to the selling of it, is a question unanswered. We find a bond 

and mortgage, given by Walter Skidmore, "a taylor" to Dr. Samuel 

Bard, in the sum of $250, on a piece of land containing 68 acres, situated 

in Nelson Lot No. 4, and dated April 15, 1799 (Liber of Mortgages, 

8, p. 4). The location states that it was bound on the south side 

"by road leading from James Conkling's Ferry ;"* on the north "adjoin-

ing Christopher Hughes south line" (Liber 49, p. 540). Walter and 

Sarah Skidmore were living there becember 1, 1822. 

Whether Walter Skidmore had a lien on the Hyde Park Hotel 

and thus took it upon himself to advertise and sell the property, the 

records do not tell. However, as above recorded, the property was 

deeded from "Joseph Carpenter and Anna, his wife, and Israel Carpenter 

and Anna, his wife, to Jabez Miller of Long Island," and dated May 

1, 1809, some five years later, and Skidmore does not appear in the 

transaction. Walter Skidmore locates the property "on post road and 

four corners of "Shunpike" road, leading to D'Cantellon landing." 

The town records show that the "Shunpike" road (leading from the 

village square to East Park) was laid out March 25, 1803. 

• 
*James Conkling's ferry was located south of Staatsburg, in what is now (1948) 
Norrie Park, at Point Inn, and the road leading "from the Dock on the Bank of 
the Hudson River and running easterly [Murray or South Cross Road] to 
the Creek Road near Widow Molly Nelson House." Molly Nelson's house 
was located at the northeast corner of the Creek road and Fallkill road, lead-
ing to Clinton Hollow and Salt Point. Some of the foundation is still (1948) 
there. 



He states the place is "convenient for store and tavern, which has 

been occupied as such ever since it was built." This statement confirms 

that it was a tavern prior io its sale to Jabez Miller and the date of 
Walter Skidmore's advertisements in 1804. Walter Skidmore was 

one of the three commissioners of highways from 1823 through 1828, 

and was an overseer of the poor in 1829. 

The name that this tavern went under, if it had one during the 

ownership of the two Carpenters from 1796 to 1809, the writer has 
failed to discover. However, Jabez Miller was determined to have one 

that would attract the public attention when he named it the "Hyde 

Park Tavern." 

This, of course, was (much to the doctor's annoyance) named 

for the beautiful estate of Dri Samuel Bard, located just north of the 

village and abutting the village property. But, in spite of the doctor's 

objection, Mr. Miller retained the attractive name for his place and, 

to make sure that the name was to be attached to the community, he 

applied to the federal government to establish a post office in the settle-

ment, and the records show that in 1812 a United States post office 

was established here and given the name of Hyde Park. At this time 

the records state that it was "a pleasant village, consisting of forty 

houses." 

After about five years, Jabez Miller and Sarah, his wife, of the 

town of Clinton, sold to Jonathan Rusted of the town of Fishkill, for 

the sum of $5,500, the property, containing three parcels of land, under 

date of May 1, 1814 (Liber 24, p. 301). The other two parcels were 

located in Lots No. 2 and No. 29. 

The three parcels as originally laid out were as follows: the Hyde 

Park Hotel property located in Lot No. 25, containing 1/ 2 acres; the 

second parcel in Lot No. 2, containing 7/ 2 acres; and ,the third parcel 

in Lot No. 29 and containing 734 acres. In the fast sale there were 

two additions to the original hotel property. 

After about eighteen and one-half months, Jonathan Husted and 

Mary, his wife, sold all three parcels to Garret P. Lansing of the town 
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of Clinton, for the sum of $8,750 (Liber '25, P. 168), and dated Novem-

ber 18, 1815. In this conveyance, for the first time, one of the parcels 

is recorded as the "Hyde- Park Hotel .Lot," and in each conveyance 

thereafter it is so recorded. 

In about three and one-half years Garret P. Lansing sold all three 

parcels to Ebenezer S. Husted (son of Captain Silas-5, Ebenezer-4, 

Angel-3, Ange1-2, Robert-1). There is no deed recorded but on May 

1, 1819, he gave Garret P. Lansing a mortgage on the property. Eben-

ezer Husted came from the town of Stanford and was a nephew to the 

writer's great-great-great-grandmother, Mary Husted, the wife of Nich-

olas De La Vergne. 

After three years as its proprietor, Ebenezer Husted sold the Hyde 

Park Hotel property, including the two other parcels, to Benjamin 

(Big Ben) Delamater of Hyde Park, for the sum of $4,000. The deed 

states that the hotel was 94 links from the southwest corner of the 

church, and is dated April 25, 1822 (Liber 35, p. 449). There were 

two Benjamin Delamaters,—"Big Ben," the father, and "Little Ben," 

the son. They owned considerable real estate in and about Hyde Park, 

including the Bard grist mill and saw mills at Union Corners, now the 

property of Grant Dickinson; the Traudt mill in the village, which 

was destroyed by fire on December 11, 1941; the Hyde Park Hotel and 

other property. 

After the division of the town of Clinton, in 1821, the first election 

of officers for the new township of Hyde Park, was held at the Hyde 

Park Hotel and Philip Bogardus was the tenant landlord. Some of 

the officers chosen were: James Duane Livingston, supervisor; Reuben 

Spencer, town clerk; Tobias L. Stoutenburgh, Peter A. Schryver and 

Christopher Hughes, assessors; Isaac Balding, collector, etc., etc. At 

this date the population was 2,301; electors, 431; and /taxable property 

valued at $547,106. 

After four years, Benjamin Delamater and Almira, his wife, sold 
the hotel property, May 1, 1826, to John Forman for the sum of $2,340, 
and, for the first time since its sale by the Carpenters it included only 
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the hotel property in Lot. go. 25, and is recorded (Liber 36, p. 335) 
as the "Hyde Park Hotel property," as follows: 

. . . . . All that piece or parcel or tract of Land situate in the Village 
of Hyde Park, county and State aforesaid, described as follows now 
known as the Hotel corner at the juncture of the highland turnpike 
and the road leading to the Upper Landing. Beginning at the South 
east corner of said lot at a bolt drove in the ground where the road 
leading to the landing intersects the turnpike near the corner of the 
Hyde Park Hotel, and ninety four links from south west corner of 
the Church on a course of South sixty eight degrees 30 minutes west 
from thence north seventeen degrees, west three chains twenty three 
links and runs along said turnpike to a stake set in the ground thence 
south Eighty three degrees thirty minutes west, one chain and forty 

4 eight links, to a white oak post thence south seventeen degrees East 
three chains and twelve links to the said Landing road, and thence 
north Eighty Eight dregees thirty minutes East one chain and fifty 
Links to the place of beginning. 

The Hyde Park Hotel now began its longest period of ownership 

in its entire history,—sixteen years. John Forman stayed until a fore-
closure action brought through Joseph H. Jackson, Master-in-Chancery 

for the State of. New York, before the Vice-Chancery, between the 

"President, DiTectors and Company of the Dutchess County Bank, 
plaintiffs; and John Forman and Mary, his wife, Amos T. Garrett and 
Thomas E. Parker," to satisfy a mortgage. It was sold to John Green-
field for the Rim of $3,000, the highest bid, and dated April 23, 
1842 (Liber 73, p. 274). 

In three years it appears to have been in trouble again, for John 
W. Brown of Newburgh, as assignee of John Greenfield of Newburgh, 
sold the hotel to Benjamin Delamater, for the benefit of its creditors, 
in the sum of $1,842, plus $2,750, a total of $4,592, and dated May 1, 
1844 (Liber 78, p. 342) Thus Mr. Delamater became its owner for 
the second time, and this time he kept it for one year and eight days. 

Benjamin Delamater and Almira, his wife, sold it to Augustus T. 
_ Cowman of Hyde Park, for the sum of $4,800, by deed dated May 9, 

1845 (Liber 80, p. 235). . 

Augustus T. Cowman was a gentlemen of some wealth. He built 

the "Cowman Row," in the village, located on the west side of the 
Albany post road, at a corner of Main street. He owned the house and 
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63 acres of land, located on and at the no'rth end of the estate of the 

late- F. W. Vanderbilt, from April 6, 1842 until November 2, 1853, 

for which he paid $17,500 and sold to Joseph R. Curtis of Philadelphia, 

for $30,000. This house was last occupied by the late Samuel B. 

Sexton and was destroyed by fire, which started in the tower, in April 

of 1899. 

After eight years and six months, Augustus T. Cowman sold the 

hotel to Joseph R. Curtis of Philadelphia for $900. The deed was 

dated November 26, 1853 (Liber 100, p. 284). Joseph R. Curtis was 

one of California's 'forty-niners, who hit the jackpot and owned con-

siderable real estate in and around Hyde Park. He owned the north 

part of the F. W. Vanderbilt property from 1853 to 1861 and sold it 

to the Widow Sylvia Drayton of New York City, for $70,000. 

After having owned the hotel property for four years and nine 

months, Joseph R. Curtis and Maria L., his wife, sold it to Edward 

Lawrence of Hyde Park, for the sum of $6,000, under deed dated 

August 12, 1858 (Liber 111, p. 564). Mr. Lawrence seems to 

have run into trouble in less than a year in eleven months, by order 

of the Supreme Court of Brooklyn, an order was signed foreclosing the 

mortgage of Edward Lawrence, and it was sold by James Hammond, 

sheriff of DutcheSs County, under an execution to Joseph R. Curtis, 

plaintiff. It was bid in by Curtis for the sum of $1,100, and dated 

July 25, 1859 (Liber 114, p. 545). 

After seven and one-half months, Joseph R. Curtis sold the hotel 

to George P. Fowler of Poughkeepsie, for the sum of $4,500, deed 

dated March 9, 1860 (Liber 115, p. 372). Fowler conducted the hotel 

for over five years and sold it at a good profit. The *next year he pur-

chased the "Washington Hotel," just across the street. George Fowler 

and Cornelia, his wife, sold the property to William Jones and Jesse 

Holmes of Hyde Park, for $11,000 (Civil War prices) under deed 

dated May 1, 1865 (Liber 131, p. 321). 

Inside of a year and a half, they were in difficulties and on.October 
1, 1867, J. Z. Storrs, referee, sold the Hyde Park Hotel to satisfy its 

creditors and an unpaid mortgage of George P. Fowler, at a foreclosure 
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sale. One of the largest creditors was Thomas E. Parker, who con-

ducted the meat market. The property was bid in for the sum of 

$4,673.46 by George P. Fowler (Liber 141, p. 480). So, for a second 

time, George P. Fowler became the owner of the Hyde Park Hotel. 

The following April, George P. Fowler and Cornelia, his wife, 

and Thomas E. Parker and Julia, his wife, sold the hotel property to 

Lewis D. Simmons of Hyde Park, subject to a first mortgage of $2,000 

and a second mortgage of $1,000, held by the Poughkeepsie Savings 

Bank, and reserving unto Dr. Lamont and Thomas E. Parker "the 

'fixtures in the rooms where they'keep their drug store and meat market" 

respectively, for the sum of $8,500. The deed was dated April 28, 

1868 (Liber 144, p. 459). 

Inside of two years the owner died and Simeon Simmons of the 

City of New York, as executor of the estate of Lewis D. Simmons, 

late of Hyde Park, sold the hotel to William Crandell of Rhinebeck 

for the sum of $8,400, again subject to the two mortgages of the 

Poughkeepsie Savings Bank of $2,000 and $1,000. This deed was 

dated April 5, 1870 (Liber 154, p. 14). 

Within fifteen days William Crandell and Elsie, his wife, of Hyde 

Park, sold the property to Horace Crandell of Jersey City, New Jersey, 

for the sum of $8,500, subject to the same two mortgages, and under 

•date of April 20, 1870 (Liber 154, p. 157). 

On March 9, 1872, Horace Crandell sold the property to Thomas 

E. Parker of Hyde Park, for the sum of $5,724, subject to a first 

mortgage of the Poughkeepsie SAvings Bank of $4,300, and a second 

mortgage of Simeon Simmons of $1,200 (Liber 164, p. 40). 

The next month Thomas E. Parker and Julia, his wife, sold the 

hotel to John A. Stoutenburgh of Hyde Park, for the sum of $7,500, 

retaining "a small strip of land on the north end, for a driveway," also 

"the parcel upon which his brick market building rests." This deed 

was dated April 22, 1872 (Liber 166; p. 340). 

After a little over five years the new owner was in trouble and 
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the property was sold at public auction by Samuel M. Purdy, referee in 

an action against John A. Stoutenburgh and Mary G., his wife. It 

was bid in July 17, 1877, by the Bowery Savings Bank of the City of 

New York, for the sum of $1,000, (Liber 188, p. 502). 

So, the Bowery Savings Bank was the owner of the Hyde Park 

Hotel when it was destroyed by fire on the night of March 14, 1879, 

in the most disastrous fire in the history of Hyde Park. 

THE HYDE PARK HOTEL FIRE 

An account of the fire was publi§hed in the Poughkeepsie Daily 

Eagle of March 17, 1879: 

"A $17,000 BLAZE,—A CONFLAGRATION AT HYDE 

PARK,—THE WORK OF A FIRE BUG," and stated that the news 

of the fire had arrived too late on Saturday to be included in the paper 

of that day. 

The hotel, the hotel barns, sheds, the store in the west end of the 

hotel, the Thomas E. Parker meat market, Jacob Zepf's saloon and 

dwelling, the east side of Henry Rottman's dwelling, Miss Phillips' 

boys' school, Thomas E. Parker's ice house and Mrs. East's furniture 

and belongings, also the contents of John Stringham's grocery store, 

were burned. 

Mrs. East was in charge of the hotel at the time of the ,fire, but 

she had given up and had all of her things packed about ready for ship-

ment to Iowa. The fire broke out about an hour after midnight and 

was discovered by Richard East, her son. He hurried downstairs, found 
the fire burning under the cellar stairs, took a pail of water and put 
out the fire and returned to bed. In a short time he was again aroused 

by his mother and they barely escaped with their lives, as the fire wai 

burning fiercely and the hotel seemed to be on fire all about. 

• The alarm was spread and the Eagle Engine Company came at 
once but the fire was out of control. They telegraphed to Poughkeepsie 
and received help, but arson was in the air and before help could arrive 
someone cut five lengths of the leather hose. John G. Briggs (father 
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of the writer) was foreman of the company and he stationed his brother, 

George H. Briggs, and two other firemen to watch the hose lines. The 
fire spread rapidly, first to John Stringham's grocery store, located in 
the west end of the hotel; then to the meat market of Thomas Parker; 
next to the saloon and dwelling of Jacob Zepf ; then to Henry Rottman's 
dwelling, unoccupied at the time, where it was arrested in that direction. 

However, the firemen were having great difficulty in preventing it 
from crossing to the south side of West Market street, especially to 
William H. Hopkins' drug store and George P. -Fowler's hotel, both 
of which were badly blistered. 

After the hotel was fully enveloped in flames, one of the spectators 

who was viewing the scene from the stoop of Henry Vedder's store, 
situated on the east side of the Albany post road, thought he saw a flash 
of fire in the hotel barn which was fully seventy-five feet to the north, 
with no communicating buildings between. He ran over and found a 
fire in progress and while attempting to extinguish it, was approached 
by a hostler who asked what he was doing. The hostler, who was in-
toxicated, was later questioned by the reporters and others, but he 
walked away and refused to talk. However, many people were satisfied 
as to the identity of some of the persons responsible for the fires. Hyde 
Park suffered a series of bad fires and finally one resident was sentenced 
to four years in the state prison, which cooled off the rest of the in-
cendiaries. 

The hotel fire spread to Thomas E. Parker's ice house and to Miss 
Phillips' Boys' School, which was situated on the south lawn of the 
residence of the late Henry J. Myers, and both were destroyed. The 
fire loss was as follows: 

Hotel, barns and sheds, $9,000, insurance, $6,000 
Thomas E. Parker, 2,500, " 1,000 
John Stringham, 500, II 1,500 
Jacob Zepf, 2,000, ,I in part 
Henry Rottman, 300, l, unknown 
Miss Phillips, 

, 
unknown 7, I, 

Mrs. East, 3,200, 1, 3,200 

Thus went the first and oldest hotel in Hyde Park village. The 
writer vividly remembers when this old place was destroyed, as It was 
the first fire he had ever seen. He and his brother, Theodore, were 
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ill with the measles and their mother drew their crib over near the 

window so they might see the big fire, less than -400 feet away. The 

reflection of the fire could be seen in the sky as far away as Poughkeepsie. 

For many years this was the only building where public gatherings 

or entertainments might be held in the community. Its ballroom had 

a spring floor which had a wide reputation as a dance floor and was 

used by many groups in the surrounding neighborhood. The writer's 

father and mother and uncles, aunts and many other relatives danced 

there many a time. 

For a number of years after the fire- the property was vacant 

and was a bad scar in the center of the village, until Charles S. Tilley 

purchased sixty-five feet of the frontage on West Market street, July 

29, 1884, and built the building which housed a general merchrdise 

store on the northwest corner of that street and the Albany post road. 

The building is still standing and is owned (1948) by Park Lodge 

No. 203, I.O.O.F. A barn erected on the property at the same time 

was removed in 1947. The balance of the frontage was sold to Mr. 

Zepf. 

The Hyde Park Hotel seems to have had a rather stormy time 

after George P. Fowler sold it. It chtanged hands frequently, eight 

times in fourteen years, the ownerships running from fifteen days to 

five years and three months, the longer period in the possession of John 

A. Stoutenburgh. In severity years it changed ownership twenty-two 

times, with more than that number of proprietors. John Forman owned 

it for sixteen years, longer than any other person. James Hinkley was 

one of its proprietors, at the time when it was owned by the Bowery 

Savings Bank. It was either unfortunate in its proprietors, or possibly 

there was not enough business for two hotels in the small community. 

George P. Fowler had purchased the Washington Hotel, across the 

street, and renamed it the "Fowler House." He had put on an addition, 

in reality a new hotel, making it a modern and up-to-date hotel of the 

1860's. It was the headquarters of the stage coach and this made it the 
popular stopping place for other travelers. 

96 



THE SECOND HOTEL IN THE VILLAGE 

Dr. Hunting Sherrill, the person who had the first building on 

this property, was of English ancestry, whose people first settled on 

Long Island. He was born April 3, 1783, and died in New York City 

January 16, 1866. He was licensed by the state medical society in 

1809 and affiliated with the Dutchess County Medical Society the same 

year. He published, in 1826, A Review of the Diseases of Dutchess 

County from 1809 to 1825; and in 1832, An Essay on Epidemics as they 

dppeared in Dutchess County, from 1809 to 1825; as well as several 

other articles. 

He purchased heavily of the Luke Stoutenburgh farm property 

and one of the pieces was in Lot No. 13, upon which he built his resi-

dence. He speculated in property in and about Hyde Park village for 

several years. At one time he owned the Williams' mill dam rights and 

there was the Sherrill nail factory south of the New ,Guinea bridge, 

both on Crum Elbow creek. He was also a wealthy merchant of New 
York City, where he lived during his last years. 

Hunting Sherrill and his wife, Margaret Mulford, sold the 

property to David Barnes Jr., for the sum of $2,000, May 1, 1832 
(Liber 48, p. 566). It was located in Lot No. 13, of the Luke Stouten-

burgh farm, with a frontage of 1 chain, 40 links (about 92 feet), and 
is described as follows: 

  Beginning at the North west corner of lot number nine in the 
subdivision of the farm of Luke Stoutenburgh deceased from thence 
running in a line touching the North East corner of the house on the 
lot hereby conveyed South eight degrees East three chains to a post 
set in the ground from thence South eighty eight degrees thirty minutes 
West one chain forty links to a post thence north eight degrees West 
three chains to the South side of the Street leading to the De Cantillon 
Landing thence North eighty eight degrees thirty minutes East one 
chain forty links to the place of beginning. 

The house, herein mentioned, the residence of Dr. Hunting Sherrill, 

was a low, one-and-one-half story frame building which sat facing the 

east, south of the hotel proper and attached to the hotel, and remained 

in its original shape until it was all taken down in 1944. It appears 

to have been used as an inn by the next owner, when David Barnes Jr., 

and his wife Sarah, transferred it to Caleb G. Tompkins, for the sum 
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of $1,500. The deed was dated April 13, 1836 (Liber 59, p. 169), and 

Tompkins had the post office in the building. After four years Caleb 

G. Tompkins and his wife, Harriet, sold it to IsaaC Travis, of Pleasant 

Valley, January 23, 1840 (Liber 68, p. 200), for the sum of $2,500. 

It was transferred by Peter R. Du Bois, as executor, with David 

Travis, of the estate of Isaac Travis, to Orrin Travis for the sum of 

$1,450, May 1, 1847 (Liber 84, p. 410). 

Isaac Travis had died after running the inn for seven years. With-

in the next two years, Orrin Travis built the hotel in front of the inn 

and named it the "Washington Hotel." It is called the "Washington 

Hotel Lot" in the deed, dated May 1, 1849 (Liber 89, p. 218), when 

he sold it to \Lansing T. Mosher for the sum of $2,600. 

In a deed, dated May 1, 1851 (Liber 94, p. 478), Lansing T. 

Mosher and his wife, Merian, sold it to James P. Van Wagener for 

the same sum as he paid for it. 

After a period of seven and one-half years, James P. Van Wagener 

and his wife, Helen, of Hyde Park, -sold the property to Hiram 

Marshall of the, same village, ,for the sum of $4,000. The deed 

dated October 14, 1858 (Liber 111, p. 700), and the post office was 

still located there. 

Hiram k. Marshall, in 1855, had also purchased of Joseph Curtis 

a piece of property abutting this land and facing on Main street, where 

he built a beautiful home which was known thereafter as the "Marshall 

House." It was sold in 1876 to Thomas E. Parker and John Hackett, 

who in turn sold it, in 1886, to Colonel Archibald Rogers. Colonel 

Rogers built a bowling alley to the east, which was the finest in this 

section of the country. He equipped the house as a "Hyde Park Social 

Club" for the men of the community and, after renting the hall for 
various gatherings in the village for some years, he finally presented 

it to the Town of Hyde Park. The "Marshall House" was taken down 

in 1891 when the present town hall was built on that location (Liber 

104, p. 248). 
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Hiram Marshall and his wife, Sarah Ann, sold the Washington 
Hotel, May 1, 1866 (Liber 135, p. 248), to George P. Fowler of 
Poughkeepsie, for the sum of $4,000. Fowler changed the name of the 

hotel to the "Fowler House" and he was its proprietor until his death 

in the early part of 1881. 

George P. Fowler was a kindly man and had many friends in the 
community. After his death, his grand-daughter, Cora S. Pearl, con-

ducted the hotel until December 4, 1883, when it was transferred to 

'Charles Schlesinger of New York City, for the sum of $50. and a 

mortgage in the sum of $2,300 (Liber 215, P. 286). 

Charles Schlesinger and his wife, Hannah, sold it (conditioned 

on a lease given to David Courtney by Cora S. Pearl, to expire April 

1, 1884) to Michael H. Horning, of Schenectady, N. Y., for the sum 

pf $3,200. The deed was dated January 1, 1884 (Liber 216, p. 264). 

Horning had changed the name of the hotel to the "Horning House," 

and after his death in 1890, it was conducted by his widow and his 

daughter, Helen Masten. After twenty-four years it passed into the 

hands of Walter Conies, Jr., who sold it to Albert E. Zepf, for an 

undisclosed sum, April 17, 1908 (Liber 357, p. 341). It was taken 

down in 1944. 

In the early days the hotel had housed the post office and the 

mail and passenger stages had stopped there for changing horses. On 

one occasion they were carrying a very distinguished passenger from 

New York to Albany and, in their great haste in turning into the road, 

the coach very nearly overturned. 

The original building was a story-and-a-half, frame building with 

a hall through the center, with an entrance from both front and rear. 

After the new front was added, giving the hotel a T-shape, this part 

was used as living quarters for the family and help and the meals for 

the guests were prepared in this section. It had a large built-in oven 

in the kitchen. 

Until the present town hall was built in 1891, all the elections, 

spring and fall, for many years, were held in the west room on the main 
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floor. At that time each candidate for office had an individual ballot 

printed \ with his name and the office to which he aspired. A voter 

would have a handful of ballots, one for each office for which the 

election was held, and each went into a separate ballot box. 

The old hotel was a popular place and it had a wide reputation 

for its splendid meals. It served many a famous guest enroute for 

Albany or the west, when the only transportation was by horses. 

During the holidays and. on Sundays numbers of Poughkeepsians drove 

up for dinner. Many sleighing parties from the surrounding area 

came to the hotel for dinner • and dancing. In the 1870's and '80's 

James B. Livingston was a frequent visitor with his guests, conveyed 

by tally-ho and four. It was the scene many times of the settling of a 

bet, as to who owned the fastest horse, in a race from Teller Hill to 

the village square, and where Theron Felter, with the famous "George 

Wilkes" were refreshed after a spirited tilt with all comers. The. 

colonel enjoyed the champagne at their expense. It was the dispensing 

center of all news, local or other, and the debating circle of all the 

topics of the day. Hog guessing contests were held here and, after 

the advent of the bicycle, that vehicle brought many patrons. 

It was here that Michael Kelly ( "Mike" Kelly ) , the famous 

$10,000 baseball catcher, spent much of his spare time during several 

winters, while under contract with the Boston Baseball Club of the 

National League. He was a brother of Mrs. David Howatt, whose 

husband was superintendent of Crumwold farm, owned by Colonel 

Archibald Rogers. Kelly was a great athlete and a fine looking man, 

generous to a fault, and very popular. On several occasions he gave 

large parties at the hotel to which he would invite many of the folks 

of the village i one hundred or more, beginning with a ball upstairs 

ind at midnight a march downstairs to a sumptuous dinner. The 
vuung men of the village, some forty of them, met and formed in his 

`onor, ;the "Regular Club," which had its headquarters in the hotel 

net at least once a month. One of their pastimes was coasting 

on the "river hill," the hill on the road leading to the river, and the 

writer raced them many times and could have beaten every time, if 

they had not. held back his "bob" to prevent his passing. 
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• The old barn, connected with the hotel, was a massive building 

with a very wide barn floor, containing rows of stalls running the 

entire length of the building. These stalls would hold eight horses 

on each side. The building was so large that a coach and four could 

be driven right in and when the leaders were unhooked the vehicle 

with the other two horses could be turned around right on the floor. 

There was a shed for sheltering and feeding horses, which would 

accommodate ten teams or single rigs, and which extended from the 

north end of the barn to the west end of the hotel building, the horses 

facing the west The barn and the shed were destroyed by fire in 

1895, during a second outbreak of incendiarism. After the Hyde 

Park Hotel property was destroyed by fire in 1879, this was the only 

'shed for horses in the village and was used by many people attending 

the local churches. 

After the fire of 1879 another hotel had been 'built in the village, 

but the old days had passed. 

So, the Hyde Park Hotel burned down and the Fowler House 

passed out of existence. A new brick building, three stories in height, 

was erected in the village, but the day of the old hotels had gone and, 

with modern means of transportation, there was little need for a real 

hotel in the village. 

HARRY T. BRIGGS 
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BILLETING RECEIPTS OF 1759 

During the colonial period the militia of Dutchess County was 

called out on occasion but the county was not the scene of active military 

operations. During the French and English war of 1744-48, Governor 

George Clinton was advised by the Council (upon the urging of 

Colonel Beekman) to engage 200 men from this county and to recom 

mend that the Provincial Assembly provide ammunition, pay and sub-

sistence for them. These provincial forces were disbanded in September 

of 1748, after the signing of the treaty of Aix la Chapelle. In 1755, 

in the French and Indian war, the militia of Dutchess County was again 

called into requisition and was sent to Albany to cooperate with 

Lord Loudon. It continued in the service until- the overthrow of the 

power of France in Canada in 1760. Many of the men who later fought. 

in the Revolutionary war received their training during the French 

and Indian wars. 

There is in the local history room of the Adriance Memorial 

Library, Poughkeepsie, a "scrap book," or billeting book, compiled by 

the late Mr. Henry Booth. It contains slips of paper, dated 1759-1761, 

used as receipts for billeting money paid by the county clerk, Henry 

iiivingston, and signed by the militiamen or their agents. The re-

ceipts had been strung on a linen thread, with a wad of cotton cloth to 

hold them. The needle and thread and the wad of cloth are attached to 

the first page of the scrap book. The receipts are mounted, in chrono-

logical order, in the book. 

Many of the receipts are in a simple form, prepared by the county 

clerk, of which the following is a sample: 

Rec'd this 2d April! 1760 

From Mr. Henry Livingston, Esq., the Sum of £ 1: 7: 6 — in 

full for my Billeting Money for the year 1759. 
his 

Johns x Sch nit n 

mark 

Some of the receipts mentioned that the money due was "hr (dr 

Subsistence Last year from the Time of our Inlistment untill we drew-

the King's provision." The sums paid varied in amount but one re-
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ceipt stated that the soldier was to receive one shilling per day. A 
few of the papers requested that payment be made to an individual 

to whom the soldier had sold his "billeting money." In some instances 

requests were made by widows or parents of soldiers who had died in 

he service. While most of the papers were the "official" receipt of the 

county clerk others were orders requesting that the county clerk pay 
the money to an agent, who signed the receipt as follows: 

Mr. Henry Livingston, Esr'r. 

Sir: 
Please to pay or cause to be paid, until the Bearer hereof David 

Reichard, or to his order the Quartering Money of Last Spring allowed 
to us, and his Receipt Shall be your Sufficient Discharge on that Account, 
from us the Subscribers hereof being 

Sir 
Your most humble 

Serv'ts 
Jacob Tiel 
Joseph Reichert 
Georg Laun 

Rhinebeck Prec't 
April 10th, 
1760 

April: 13: 1760 

Then Rec'd of Henry Livingston the full) 

Billiting of the three persons named 
David Reichert 

May 9, 1760 
Mr. Henry Livingston Sir 

Please to Pay unto Murray Lester The Money Which is Due To 

Me For my Billitin ye year 1759. I Listed under Cpt. Ritchard Ray 

19th of March. And his Receipt Shall be your Full Discharge From 

me For The Same Has Witness my Hand 
Eliphalet Stephens 

In the Presents of 

Following is an alphabetical list of all the names which appear on 

the slips of paper. The list includes some names marked with an asterisk 

(*), which indicates that such person was either a witness or an agent 

and not one of the enlisted men. This list is printed here because it 

contains some names which did not appear in the lists published in 

Hasbrouck's history of the county. 

William Adams 
William Alderman 
George Allen* 

Amos Allen 
Gorge Allen 
Josiah Alsworth 
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Jacobes Altgelt 
Joseph Attwell* 
Godfrey Avery 



John Bacar 
John Backer 
Adam Backus 
Capt. Samuel Badgley 
Ebenezer Baker 
Joshua Baker 
Abanezer Baley 
Thomas Ballard 
John Barbar 
Simeon Barber 
Zackeus Barber, dec. 
William Barnes* 
Joshua Bassett 
Cathrena Bassom* 
Hendrick Bassom, dec. 
John Bayley* 
Ruben Beagle* 
Isaac Bedel 
Francis Betis 
Hendriek Bice 
Abraham Bliss 
Roland Blossom 
Capt. John Bogardus 
William Bowl 
William Bradley* 
William Brandege* 
William Brandig ( n) 
John Breuer 
Job Broesh* 
James Bromfeild 
George Brook 
Mat( ) Brower* 
Nic. Brower* 
William Brown 
Joseph Brundig 
Samuel Bruster* 
Michel Buck 
Moses Buck* 
William Buck* 
Simon Buell 
John Buis 
Dan'll Bull* 
James Bulles* 
William Burch 
Ebenezer Burdick 
Ebenezer Burley (Burle 
Isaac Burnett 
Roger. Buttol ph 
Peter Buys* 
John Cahoon 
Daniel Calahan 
Samuel Calkins* 
Silas Canfield 
Thaddeus Canfield* 
John Cannon 
Elijah Carman 
Lucas Carter 

Daniel Cash 
Samuel Castle 
Jeremiah Chapman 
Isaac Chase 
Cornelos Chatterton 
Hester Chidester, wid.* 
William Chidester, dec. 
Iserl Chillson 
Dennis Christey 
Gilbert Clap 
Benjamin (C1)ark 
James Clary* 
Ebenezer Cole* 
Israel Cole 
John Cole 
Matthew Cole* 
Thomas Cole 
Isack Cool 
Elkanah Cook 

• Jacob Concklin* 
Joseph Craft 
Nicolaes Crammer 
John Crippen 
Oliver Crocker 
Olever Cromwell 
Henery Cronkhit* 
Theodorus Crosby 
Asa Cummins 
Elijah Currey 
Joshua Curtiss 
Abner Cutler 
Mayhew Daggett 
Benjamin Darling 
Elesebeth Darling* 
Jonathan Davison* 
Mehetebell Dayton* 
Thamos Dayton, dec. 
Aerrie de Laenge 
Cornelius De Lange, dec. David Gray, dec. 
Lewis Delavergne Wid. of David Gray* 
Elias De Long Henry Gray 
John DeWitt John Hamblin* 
Peter D'Witt* Joshua Hamblin* 
Justice Dickerson* Joshua Hamblin, Jun, dec. 
Masel (Wasel ?) Fredrick Harpell 

Dickeson Peter Harris 
George Dickinson 
Edward Dillon 
Andreese Diver 
Derick Doty 
John Drake* 
Andrees Drom 
Jacob Drom* 
David Dutcher 
Henry Dutcher* 
Barney Eagers 
Tilten Eastman 
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Wolferom Eckker 
*Asa Eddy 
Daniel Edwards 
Joseph Egelston 
Samuel Egelston 
Ester Edelston, wid.* 
Willem Eidelston, dec. 
Ebenezer Ellis 
John Elliston* 
Joseph Embree* 
Lieut. Robert Embree, 

Dec. 
Isaiah Esmond 
Thos. Evens 
Rolat Every 
Stephen Fenton 
William Finch 
Daniel Finney 
Caleb Fish 
Nathaniel Fish 
Simon Flaglor* 
Ephraim Forguson, 
Jonathan Forguson 
Mickel Fowler 
John Franklin 
Roasel Franklin* 
Abraham Fridenberg 
Michael Fridrich 
Benedex Fritz • 
Lemuel (Fuler ?) 
Matthew Fuller 
Jane Gage* 
Nathaniel Gage, dec. 
Samuel Gates* 
Stephen Gates, dec. 
Isaac Germond 
James Gideon 
Joel Gilet* 

Abraham Heartwel 
Malchiah Hector 
Ezekiel Hege (n) 
John Hendricks 
William Herrinton 
Edward Hicks 
John Hill* 
Elkanah Hinckley 
Isaac Hinkley 
Jecobas Hocttaling 
Jacob Hodges 



Counrat Hoffman John Losee 
Pieter Hoffman* Michel Luck 
Lewis Hogg Peter Ludwik 
Bartholomew Hoghboom, Nicolas Luke 

jun. Cornelis Luyster* 
Bartholomew Hoghboom Joseph Mackentier, Jun. 

dec. Nathan Mackwethy 
Margrit Hoghboom, wid.* Comfort Marcks 
Benj's Holmes, dec. (Franswa) Matrat 
Susannah Holmes, wid.* Israel Mead 
Benjamin Hopkins 
Solomon Hopkins 
Joseph Horne (t) 
Thomas Hosher 
John Howard 
Moody Howes* 
Stephen Hull 
John Huygh 
Nicolaes Huygh 
Richard Jacobs 
Johans Joghemreder 
Ephram Jones 
Thomas Jones 
Abram Jonson 
Jacob Judson 
Filips Just 
Johannis Just 
Robert Kain 
Simeon Kellsy* 
Jonathan Kelly 
Wing Killey* 
Joseph Kilsey 
Jacobus Kipp 
Jacob Kline 
Du( ) Koster 
James Kranckhit 
James Kronk 
Alexander Lane 
Abigail Langdon* 
Isaac Langdon, dec. 
John Langdon 
Benjamin Lapham 
Micajah Lason 
Georg Laun 
Hercules Lent 
Isaac Leonard 
Jacob Leonard 
Charles LeRoux* 
Murray Lester* 
Gilbert Levestone* 
Alanson Lewis 
Zepeniah Litel 
Henry Livingston* 
James Livingston* 
John Livingston* 
Robert Livingston* 
John Logan 

Zebulun Mead* 
Filip Merck 
Thomas Merideth 
Ebenezer Merrick 
Micaiah Mershall 
Minggow Messenger 

(Meshender) 
Andries Meyer* 
Jacob Miller 
Josam Adam Miller 

(Neller 
Michel Miller 
John Millington 
Peter Monfoort* 
Samuel Monrow 
Allen Moore* 
Charles Moore 
Gideon Moore* 
Samuel More 
John Morris* 
Jabez Mosher 
Daniel Munro 
Burnnhard M(urwoniss) 
John Nellson 
Daniel Nettleton 
Adonijah Newcomb* 
Azariah Newcomb* 
Isaac Oddl 
Jacob Oddl 
Doctor Osborn* • 
Peter Osterhout 
Adam Ostrander 
Jacobus Ostrander 
Jacobus Ostrander, dec. 
Tenis Ostrander 
William Ostrander 
Henry Ostrom 
Jury Over Acker, dec. 
( W) endal Oberacker* 
Daman Palmateer 
Iceabud Palmetier 
Gabril Palmer 
Gamaliel Palmer, dec. 
Gershom Palmer, dec. 
John Palmer* 
Thomas Palmer* 
Benjamin Pangburn 
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Williem Pangburn* 
William Pangburn, Juner* 
Isaac Parce* 
Daniel Parrish 
Joseph Parrish 
Capt. Paulin 
John Pawling 
James Pendell 
Valentine Perkins* 
Edmond Perlee* 
John Perry 
Samuel Perry 
Joseph Pettingell 
Benjamin Philips 
Nathaniel Pinney* 
Joseph Powel 
Ebenezer Preston* 
William Pritchet 
James Quimby* 
James Quimby, dec. 

?) Cornelius Radclift 
John Ram ( ar ) vie 
David Randolph 
Capt. Richard Ray 
David Reichert* 
Joseph Reichert 
Sam'll Rem (au ?) 
Epheraim Reynolds 
Peter Rian 
James Richards 
Silvester Richmond 
John Rider 
Jacob Hanz Riker 
Thomas Ring 
Benjamin Roberts 
David Rogers 
Edward Rose 
Hendrick Rosekrans 
Henry Rosekrans, Jun.° 
William Rosekrans* 
Zachary Rosekrans, dec 
Zebulon Ross 
Hanz Jeorg Schneider 
Abraham Schouten 
Andries Schowten 
David Schouten 
John Schowten, dec. 
Johannes Schouten 
Simon Schouten 
Solomon Schowten 
Symeon Schouten 
John Seinior, dec. 
Thomas Sharp 
Benjamin Shaw 
Joseph Shaw 
William Shaw* 
Philiph She (ffis) 



John Sheerar Nathanael Stone 
Robert Sherrer Henry Storm 
William Sherrer John Sunderling* 
John Shooten Capt. Jacobus Swartwout 
Hanz Georg Shmit Bartholomew Talady 
Hendrick Siemon John Tarbell* 
Chrestofer Smith Nathan Tarbell 
Jems Smith Henry Terbos* 
Jesse Smith* Israel Thomas 
Kinner Smith Jacob Thomas 
Martin Smith Thomas Thomson 
Nathan Smith Benjamin Tidd 
Newcomb Smith Jacob Tiel 
Philip Smidt Gideon Titsoort* 
Samuel Smith Cornelius Tits Soort* 
Samuell Smith, dec. Caril Trebir 
William Snow Augustinus Turck* 
Philip Snyder Joseph Vail 
A( )bild Solomon Matthew Valentine* 
Timothy Soule* Abraham Vamburgh 
David Southerland* Johannis Van D Bogert 
Jacob Spaniberg Myndert Vandenbogert 
David Sprague, dec. James Vanderburgh* 
Ebenezer Sprague John Van der burgh* 
John Sprague* Crenger Vandesee* 
Eve Standley, wid.* Jacobus Vanetten 
James Standley, dec. Peter van Ette 
Richard Stanley Benjamin van Fridenburg 
Tobias Steenburgh David van Fridenburg 
Joseph Steel (Ste11) Peter van Fridenburg 
Joseph Steel (Ste11), Tobias Van Steenburgh* 

Juner Henry Van Tessell, Sr.* 
Peter Stenburgh John Vantine* 
Eliphalet Stephens Johannes Vanvredenb( 
William Stephens Gerrit van Wagenen, 
Thomas Stilwell* Esq* 

106 

gbort van Saile (Zeil) 

Matthew Vose (foe) 

Cornelius Walch 

Thomas Walcott* 

Abraham Walker 
Henry Walton* 
Phenius Walton, dec. 
John Ward, dec. 
William Ward* 
Jonathan Washburn 
Nathaniel Washburn 
Abraham Webster* 
George Wetzel 
Valentine Wheeler 
Samuel Whiple 
Jonathan White 
John Wickham 
Titus Wightman* 
Isaac Wilcocks 
David Williams 
William Willi (s) 
Henry Wiltse* 
Henrik Winter 
John Woggs 
Jeremiah Wood 
John Woordin 
Simon Wooster 
Henry Wright 
Jonathan Wright 

(Right)* 
Simeon Wright 
Bannager Yarns* 
Hanz Zig (n) ur 
Lorenz Zufelis 
Carl ( )man 

THE EDITOR 



BIBLE RECORDS OF DUTCHESS COUNTY FAMILIES 

TRAVER FAMILY BIBLE 

Biblia . . . . . Alten und Neue Testaments, durch Doctor Martin Luther. 
Lubbing; Druckts und verlegt, bey Johann Heinrich Philipp Schramm, 
174(8). 

MARRIAGE 

November 15th, 1795, was meried Zachariah Traver and Alsha Freligh. 

BIRTHS 

January 17th, 1797, was my daughter Laney born. 
August 10th, 1798, was my son Frederick born. 
September 28th, 1800, was my son Lewis born. 

• September 19th, 1802, was 'my son Stehen born. 
June20th, 1805, was my son Thomis born. 
Feberuary 27th, 1808, was my daughter Saly born. 
Decem 10th, 1809, was my daughter Poley born. 
February 23th, 1812, was my son William born. 
July 11th, 1816, was my son Alpert born. 

DEATHS 

Zachariah Traver died October 30th, 1840; aged 75 years. 
Frederick Traver died April 15th, 1822; aged 24 years, 8 months, 5 days. 
Elsha Traver died August 9, 186( ?). 

Alsha Freligh was born] January 26th, 1775. 
Catrena Trever was baptized December 31, 1755. 
Note: The last two items were written on small slips of paper and pinned, 
with old hand-made pins, to the page. 

DORLAND FAMILY BIBLE 
The Holy Bible, Containing the Old and New Testaments,   New York, 

American Bible Society, 1853. 

MARRIAGES 

Peter Dorland was married to Catharine E. Miller on the 20th day of January 
184( ?), by Sumner ManDeville. 

BIRTHS 

Peter Dorland was born on the ( ) day of March in the year 1815. 
Catharine E. Miller was born on the 3 day of March in the year 1821. 
Emma Dorland was born on the 25 day of March 1843. 
Aulette Dorland was born on the 30th day of June 1844. - 
John M. Dorland was born on the 29th day of June 1846. 
Cyrenus P. Dorland was born on the 28th day of February 1848. 
Catharine E. Dorland was born on the 30th day of August 1851. 
Myron H. C. Dorland was born April 20th 1855. 

DEATHS 

Myron H. Dorland died at Pokeepsie City, Nov. 12th, 1875; aged 20 yr., 6 mo., 
& 22 days. 

Clarence, son of C. P. and Kate S. Dorland, Jan. 23, 1878, aged 5 years and 
three mont4s. 

Katie E. Dorland, wife of I. M. Cornell, M.D., died July 27th, 1880. 
Peter Dorland died in Pokeepsie City, May 18th, 1890. 
Lettie M. Dorland died in City of Pokeepsie, September 5th, 1890. 
Catharine E. Miller, wife of Peter Dorland, died June, 13, 1895. 
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