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The Rural Hamlet in 
Dutchess County: 

An Endangered Species 
William P. Mc Dermott 

I t is 100 years now since Smith Doughty walked the 300 yards from his shop to 
the mill in Hibernia. He had lived in that small hamlet 40 years before his death 
in 1886. To his neighbors he was a fixture, having lived in town longer than any 
other individual. Were he to return in 1986 there is much of the hamlet he would 
recognize. Surely the black cover on the dirt road he had once traveled would 
surprise him but the road itself, its intersection, its sharp turns, the bridge, the 
mill dam and a number of the structures in the hamlet would be quite familiar. If 
it weren't for the swift four-wheel motorized carriages which would frighten 
him, he would measure his absence as only a few short years, because change in 
Hibernia has been gentle. But Doughty would not have to travel far before he 
recognized that hamlets, once the hearts of most rural townships, are fast disap-
pearing in Dutchess County. Their original functions, now long gone, along with 
the importance of their past, have faded into the dim memory of the few "old 
timers". When one thinks of Flatbush in Brooklyn or White Plains in Westchester 
or even Poughkeepsie in Dutchess County, no images of an active rural hamlet 
come to mind. Yet, not long ago, even these would be envisioned as the hamlets 
they once were. Too much time has passed now, too many buildings, parking 
lots, roads and the like have enveloped the area where once there was a hamlet. 
The boundaries of these former hamlets, the shops they once supported and the 
homes of its residents no longer are visible — buried by the advancing avalanche 
of change. But the hamlet in rural Dutchess County remains. Its boundaries are 
still visible as are many of its nineteenth-century and yes, even some of its 
eighteenth-century buildings. They stand as silent reminders of a time and place 
which was once central to the community. 

The hamlet of Hibernia in the town of Clinton is one such hamlet. It is more 
than 200 years since it was carved out of the wilderness to serve its neighbors; a 
role it continued well into the twentieth century, when its function, gradually 
fading, abruptly ended in the flames of its principal structure, the Hibernia Mills, 
after which the hamlet was named. This hamlet, its origins, its growing service to 
its neighbors and its gradual demise, will be discussed as an example of the rural 
hamlet in Dutchess County. Many of the extant hamlets in Dutchess County are 
similar to Hibernia and could be studied in much the same manner. The value of 
such an undertaking is twofold, 1) to focus on the hamlet as a reflection of the 
settlement which it served and 2) to preserve what remains of the hamlet as a 
legacy to future generations. 

What is a hamlet? The term is an elusive one. For the New York hamlet, unlike 

William P. McDermott is both a psychologist and local historian who is currently the 
president of the Clinton Historical Society. 
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its New England counterpart, rarely had boundaries defined previous to its 
existence. The hamlet in Dutchess County emerged gradually, frequently as a 
result of services complementary to a central enterprise, usually a mill. Hamlet 
implies a settlement of a density that significantly exceeds the area surrounding 
it. One definition is, "a group of 40 or more structures with one commercial 
facility in a prescribed area."1 Perhaps a definition more applicable to Dutchess 
County is, simply, a hamlet is a cluster of structures in which was found services 
needed in the surrounding community. This definition avoids the limitations 
which describe the hamlet in terms of its boundaries, or its shape, or the number 
or type of its structures, or the size of the community which it served. 

The hamlet of Hibernia is located in the southeastern corner of the town of 
Clinton in central Dutchess County. It is part of a large tract of land of almost 
150,000 acres granted by Governor Benjamin Fletcher of New York in 1697 to 
nine men of New York City and Brooklyn, hence the name of the grant — the 
Great Nine Partners Patent. The partnership showed little interest in preparing 
the land for settlement until 1734 when the tract was finally divided for sale. Set-
tlement began slowly but after 1745 settlers from overpopulated New England 
sought relief from their agriculturally exhausted land in the newly available 
vacant land in New York.2 Population grew so rapidly in the Nine Partners 
Patent that by 1775 about 1000 families had settled there. Among these New 
Englanders were a large group of Quakers, many of whom came from Massachu-
setts, specifically from the towns of Nantucket and Dartmouth. One extant 
record reveals 71% of the 676 Quaker families who moved into Dutchess County 
from 1757 to 1780 came from Massachusetts (62%) and Rhode Island (9%). A 
much smaller group, approximately 15%, came from Westchester County and 
many of these were originally from New England and Long Island.3

Settlement in the area around Hibernia was at best sparse until 1759, when 
Jonathan Hoag, a Quaker from Pawling, purchased a farm approximately one 
mile north of Hibernia.4 Three years later the exclusively Quaker settlement held 
its first religious services in Hoag's home. Eight years after Hoag's home burned, 
a permanent Quaker religious meeting was finally established in Clinton at the 
home of Paul Upton, recently from Lynn, Massachusetts.5 These Quaker farmers 
brought with them many of the skills needed to make a community self-sus-
taining. Jonathan Hoag was a blacksmith and Paul Upton was a tanner. In 1772, 
David Arnold, a disowned Quaker clothier, moved from the vicinity of present 
day Millbrook to Hibernia specifically to build a mill. David's father, Anthony, 
had owned a mill about 20 miles south in Beekman Precinct before he established 
a mill near the future site of Millbrook. David Arnold purchased a 50 acre parcel 
of land in Hibernia on the steadily-flowing east branch of the Wappingers Creek 
on which he built a substantial mill.6 The mill was completed sometime prior to 
1775, for in that year reference is made to "David Arnold's bridge" built 
specifically to bring farmers across the Wappingers Creek to the mill.7 At the 
saline time Matthew Howard, a fuller (worker in a textile finishing mill) perhaps 
formerly employed by David's father, moved prior to 1777 to Hibernia from 
Beekman Precinct. 

This community of Quakers apparently accepted Arnold in spite of his liti-
ginous and aggressive manner. Court appearances to collect debts were min-
iscule matters compared to Arnold's attacks on his Quaker neighbors. In October 
1779, "[he] with force of arms to wit with axes and stones . . . . did beat Wound 
and ill treat [Jedediah Allen] so that of his life it was greatly dispaired." Allen ap-
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parently recovered but barely a year passed before Arnold assaulted the precinct 
constable, Francis Nelson. And in the period between, David's wife, Hannah, 
was arrested for inciting her son, George, to assault one Peter Welch, "with Gun 
& fixed Bayonetts." Welch met the challenge; blood was spilled by both combat-
ants.8 One would like to think it was the tension of the war years which ac-
counted for the contentious and aggessive behavior of the Arnolds but David 
had been disowned from the Nine Partners Quaker meeting in 1772 for "Ruff 
threatening Language . . . . and throwing stones which caused injury" to fellow 
Quaker, William Dehorty.9 David and his wife Hannah did not remain in Hibernia 
long. Fifty-two year old David sold his successful milling business in 1785 and 
left the community. His son George remained to farm the nearly 90 acre parcel he 
had purchased from his father. According to Henry Hull, Quaker missionary, 
the Arnolds were not totally unusual. The settlers near Hibernia were, he ob-
served, "raw, rustic looking people . . . . [who] engage in disbutes about the war, 
sometimes with high words and angry looks."10

Part II 
Would Smith Doughty, also a Quaker, have recognized this early settlement? 

The answer is yes and no. The intervening years between Arnold's departure 
and Doughty's arrival were marked by significant changes in Hibernia. The pres-
ent day image of the hamlet as a quiet, cooperative and stable community in 
which lived mutually supportive people would have been only partially true 
from Doughty's point of view. He would have known the contentious behavior 
of the Arnold family did not represent the average family. After all, this was a 
community, almost exclusively Quaker, whose Quaker population had increased 
substantially after the 1780's. But the image of families planting deep roots in a 
community, content with conditions therein, and remaining a lifetime was not 
Smith Doughty's picture of the years after Arnold left. In fact, such a notion is 
little more than the musings of twentieth-century people yearning for the sim-
plicity they believed existed in the "good old days." Smith Doughty's long 
residence was actually an anomaly. Few individuals and almost no craftsmen 
stayed in Hibernia even as long as ten years. For example, in the more than 100 
years of the mill's existence only one other owner remained as long as the dozen 
short years the Arnolds had tended the business. This, in spite of the fact that the 
mill and its stores, described in the Poughkeepsie Journal classified in 1791 as 
"large, commodious, well established in business for some years," was already a 
fine business even before a new saw mill and grist mill were added after the 
Arnolds left .11

Let us first examine Hibernia hamlet during years prior to his arrival through 
its principle business, the mill. Remember, nineteenth-century Hibernia grew on 
the fifty acres of land purchased by David Arnold in 1772. To merely observe that 
the mill was essential to the well being of the farm family in rural eighteenth and 
nineteenth century New York states the obvious, but hardly expresses its impor-
tance. Although farmers cultivated only that portion of their farm needed for 
family subsistence, the principle crop, grain, was not only the family food supply 
but any excess was used to purchase services the family did not provide for itself. 
The services of the blacksmith or shoemaker, to mention only two, are good 
examples. Also, with the extra grain, cloth to make clothing and salt and tea for 
the table were purchased. Therefore, the mill was central to the survival of the 
farm community, and it also became the focal point around which craftsmen 
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opened shops. 
One might reasonably assume such an important service as a mill provided a 

significant opportunity to the miller-entrepreneur. Such was not always the case. 
Unfortunately, seldom did the account books of a miller survive to give accurate 
insights into the financial health of the business. However, the success of Hibernia 
Mills can be measured by tracking the sales of the business over the period of its 
existence. The first time Hibernia Mills was sold in 1785, its two mills, barns, two 
houses and fifty acres brought its owner, David Arnold, a price of £1300 or ap-
proximately $3000. This was a substantial price at a time when raw land in the 
area sold for under $10 per acre and the value of a 90 acre parcel adjoining the 
mill property with house and barn was about $700. 

Hibernia Mills was successful for its sale price increased over the next several 
years. After changing owners several times it was purchased again in 1799 by a 
miller from Clinton, Joseph Doughty, Jr., for £1600 or about $4000. His 10-year 
tenure ended in a sheriff's sale to accommodate his debtors. His indebtedness 
may have been the result of a tragedy which befell the grist and fulling mills. The 
advertisement in the Poughkeepsie Journal 1810 implies damage to one of the 
mills. It noted the grist mill had "lately undergone a thorough repair." The new 
owner kept the property only long enough to build a new two story fulling mill 
and complete repairs on the grist mill. At that time Hibernia Mills also contained 
a saw mill, four floors of storage in the grist mill, 110 acres, a two room house for 
the fuller, a two story brick house, a barn, two hay houses, a store and shed 
"with fixtures for a Merchant" in which there was enough room for a family.12
Although the deed of sale was not recorded, the value of the property obviously 
exceeded the $4000 sale price recorded in 1800. Finally, after four more owners its 
value increased to $8200 when purchased by the Hazard family in 1843 for the 
second time. 

The number and kind of craftsmen who were in business in Hibernia during 
the period between 1785 and 1840 is not known except for Justice Marshall, a car-
penter, present from about 1790 to 1800. The federal population census did not 
record the occupations of residents until 1840, and even then the description was 
limited to the general categories of professional, commerce and manufac-
tures/tradesmen. Land transfers identified Martin Williams as the blacksmith 
and Edward Chase as the mill owner in 1840. A resident in the Mc Cord house-
hold was probably the store clerk and Seleigh B. Ahrette, who had rented or con-
structed a shoe shop before purchasing his residence in the hamlet in 1842, was 
the shoemaker. 

Smith Doughty grew up, learned his trade and finally opened his shoe shop 
during a period of major change in the agricultural communities of the Hudson 
Valley. Wheat, once the basic crop, was almost completely destroyed in the 
1830's by two pests, the Hessian fly and the wheat midge. Wheat yields, fifteen 
or more bushels per acre in the late eighteenth-century, had gradually declined 
until the yield in 1844 was seven bushels per acre. And the decline was so swift 
that in 1845 farmers planted only 12,186 acres in wheat in all of Dutchess County 
whereas the year before 17,505 acres had been sown in wheat. Three of every 
four cultivated acres in Clinton in 1945 were sown with oats, corn and rye. Other 
changes occurred in the agricultural community; population declined. For exam-
ple, after growing from approximately 1,650 people in 1800 to 2,130 people in 
1830, Clinton's population declined to 1,919 in 1835 and ten years later there 
were only 1,816 people in the town. And the number of improved acres in 
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Clinton declined. Farmers were moving to western New York and into the Ohio 
Valley and beyond in pursuit of cheaper land and higher crop yields on virgin 
soils. 

In addition the manufacturing enterprise in Clinton was changing. The three 
fulling mills operating in 1835 had closed by 1845, undoubtedly the result of the 
ready-made cheaper cloth produced by the growing textile mills in urban centers. 
Families in rural New York could purchase this cloth at the local general store. 
One carding machine whose product was valued at $1000 in 1845 remained in 
Clinton, when in 1835 there had been three, producing eight times more than the 
1845 output! And even the saw mills in Clinton, seven in 1845 as compared to 
only six in 1835, produced less lumber, $1205 worth as compared to $2400 in 
1835. And the all-important grist mills were also affected. The output of the five 
mills in Clinton had declined from $29,800 in 1835 to $15,800 in 1845. Much of 
this decline was probably related to the decline in wheat flour for export. 
However, the decline should not be interpreted as a collapse of the mills in 
Clinton. Although the value of feed rather than flour was not recorded in the 
1835 and 1845 New York census, actually more feed was needed to nourish the 
4207 hogs on Clinton's farms in 1845 compared to the 3095 present in 1835. But 
raising more hogs for slaughter and export was not the only response of Clinton 
farmers to this depressed agricultural economy; dairy products for export in-
creased. Butter, 127,580 pounds of it, was the product rather than milk which 
could not be exported because neither effective cooling methods nor swift 
transportation were available. Also in 1845, Clinton farmers increased the 
number of cattle on their farms by four percent. 

Twenty-two year old Smith Doughty, probably no stranger when he arrived in 
Hibernia, may have been Ahrette's apprentice — the 1840 census indicates a 
tradesman, probably a shoemaker, living in Ahrette's house. In any case, in 1846 
Doughty purchased the shoe shop, residence and a two acre parcel of land from 
Ahrette for $1200. Not yet married, Doughty was ready to embark on his career 
as Hibernia's shoemaker. The mill had drawn several other services to it much as 
the present day shopping centers draw a variety of services. When Doughty 
opened his shop for business, William R. Hazard had purchased the mill and 
store from Edward Chase to whom he had sold it in 1839. Martin Williams was 
the blacksmith and Isaiah Griffen had a small shop, the business of which is not 
identified in the extant sources. Soon thereafter, in 1850, Alban Rust, a car-
penter, moved next door to Doughty. Also, George R. Vail purchased a home 
and a saddle shop a short distance from the hamlet. Perhaps he, Alban Rust and 
Martin Williams, together, manufactured the parts for wagons and the shoes and 
harness for the horses. Henry Fay, a 72-year old tailor, rented a room in George 
Vail's small house. Certainly by 1850 but probably much earlier, Hibernia sup-
plied all the essential services needed in the surrounding community. 

The financial health of the commercial enterprise in Hibernia is difficult to 
measure because the primary sources, account books, are lost. Fortunately, the 
federal Products of Industry census taken in 1850 provides some answers for this 
important question. By 1850 the mill and store had been purchased by William 
H. Coffin. He paid $9000 for it, a sum which indicates the mill had continued to 
grow in value. Data about the flour mill and also the blacksmith shop in Hibernia 
were recorded in the 1850 census. William Coffin reported that he had purchased 
7500 bushels of grain, probably a mixture of buckwheat, rye and a little wheat, 
for $4700 or 631 per bushel. The four other millers in Clinton purchased grain at 

5 



prices ranging from 501 to 631. No doubt the lower prices represented a heavier 
mix of the cheaper grains. For example, Darwin G. Marquart of Clinton Hollow 
purchased his grain for 50 per bushel and sold the finished flour for $3.00 per 
barrel. Coffin's higher selling price, $3.20 per barrel, earned him only $100 for the 
year! This 2% profit does not include overhead expenses (information about 
which is sketchy) but among the expenses Coffin paid between $100 and $200 in 
wages during that year. In comparison Marquart's profit margin was 20% and 
even Daniel H. Schultz of Schultzville, a few miles northwest of Hibernia, earned 
11%, despite paying the same price for grain as had Coffin. Schultz probably pro-
duced a better product for he charged $3.50 per barrel for his flour. Also, his 
larger mill, in which he had installed four pair of mill stones, was more efficient 
than any other in Clinton. It handled 15,000 bushels of grain and produced 3000 
barrels of flour, twice as much as Coffin's mill. Hibernia Mill, like the other mills 
in Clinton except the smaller Leroy Mill, had only three pair of stones. 

While Coffin's ability to turn a profit in the flouring mill was poor, one would 
like to speculate that he was able to supplement his income from the other mills 
on the mill site. This was only partially true. Although no earnings are available 
for Coffin's saw mill, the aggregate income for the seven saw mills in Clinton in 
1845 was $500, a paltry $70 per mill average per year. And there was no solace to 
be found from the fulling mill. It had closed before 1845 as had 111 others in 
Dutchess County between the years 1821 and 1840 when there were only six 
left.13 The unknown source of profit was from the feed produced for local con-
sumption. Fifty-five percent of the cultivated acreage in Clinton in 1845 was 
planted in corn and oats. Unfortunately, the 1850 census did not include how 
much feed was ground in Clinton's mill. However, this information was 
recorded in the 1880 Products of Industry census. Extrapolating from this source 
the ratio of feed to flour appears to have been about two to one. If that held true 
in 1850, Coffin's profits would not have been very large. In sum, it does not 
appear the flour or feed business produced much profit for Coffin in 1850. In con-
trast, families like the Schultzs and perhaps the Marquarts, who had been in the 
milling business for some years, were more successful. Coffin's income may 
have come solely from the general store. His sale of the store, discussed below, 
suggests this probability. 

William Coffin's tenure was short. Nevertheless, he sold the mill in 1852 at 
what appears to be a small profit in that he retained ownership of the store and 
31 acres and yet received $6000 for the mill. Coffin sold the store in 1854 for $4500 
to his 23-year old store clerk, George E. Ketcham who, with David Ketcham, 
became Hibernia's storekeepers. Coffin had purchased the mill and store for 
$9000 and sold them separately for a total return of $10,500. Where Coffin went is 
not known. Perhaps he opened a mill in another town as had Edward Chase, a 
recent predecessor in Hibernia. Chase purchased a mill in Pine Plains, similar in 
size to Hibernia's grist mill. In 1850 he earned a 17% profit in spite of the fact he 
produced 25% less flour than had Coffin. But in the end success also eluded 
Edward Chase, for he spent his final working years as a hired miller in Philip 
Coon's mill at Schultzville. Perhaps the wisest business decisions made about 
the mills and store at Hibernia during the second quarter of the nineteenth cen-
tury were made by the Hazard family who bought and sold the mill twice during 
the period. Each time they earned a respectable profit. 

In the meantime, Smith Doughty, married with one child by 1850, had not yet 
reached the $500 minimum annual output required in order for his business to be 
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included on the 1850 Products of Industry census. But the information from 
George C. Briggs in 1880 implies the trade required long hours for an income that 
was, to say the very least, unspectacular. Briggs earned $365 on the $1165 worth 
of sales and repairs in 1880. During his fifteen-hour days which he worked for 
the entire twelve months of the year, he produced 75 pair of boots which he sold 
at $6.00 per pair and 75 pair of shoes which he sold at an average of $2.86 each. 
The remainder of his income came from repairs. Smith Doughty had chosen an 
arduous trade as a shoemaker. It was far from the idyllic life one sometimes 
imagines in moments of reverie about small town activity in the nineteenth cen-
tury. His neighbor, Martin Williams, the 45 year old blacksmith who had come to 
Hibernia in 1835, worked just as hard and, in spite of the longer time at his trade, 
he earned only slightly more than Smith Doughty. He, like all rural blacksmiths, 
was more than the man who shod horses. In actuality, he was in the metal manu-
facturing business. During any of his twelve hour days he might fashion the 
metal needed by the carriage maker or the part needed for the mill. He was 
responsible for the design, test model and final creation of any tool or custom 
made instrument used by the farmer, homemaker or tradesman in the neighbor-
ing community. 

When Williams first arrived in Hibernia he rented a shop on the mill property, 
but in 1843 he purchased a two acre lot and built or reconstructed a shop in which 
to conduct his craft. His capital investment, $640 as noted in the 1850 Products of 
Industry, was the average investment for a new blacksmith shop. It is difficult to 
conceive from our twentieth-century perspective how Williams dealt with the 
storage of the three tons of iron and steel and six tons of coal he needed in 1850. 
Also how was he able to gather the $400 he paid for the iron and the $60 for the 
coal? These were considerable cash outlays. Perhaps he obtained a loan from the 
miller-storekeeper, often the banker in the community. Perhaps the storekeeper 
purchased the material as Williams needed them. Williams' principal product 
was iron for wagons, according to the information he had provided to the census 
taker. He also shod horses and did general repair. During the busy months 
Williams hired help at $1.75 a day, if his man was a skilled blacksmith. In 1850 
the value of Williams' product was $1000 which provided him with an income 
after expenses of approximately $380. Because the value of his repair business 
was not reported, it is difficult to estimate his total income for the year. Assum-
ing the income from the repair business equaled that of his manufacturing 
business, his annual income was approximately $750 or about $14.50 per week. 
While this weekly rate is barely more than the blacksmith in his employ, the 
redeeming factor was that Williams was not "laid off" as employed blacksmiths 
were during the slower months of the year. 

In the fall of 1850, Williams moved to a neighboring hamlet, Clinton Corners, 
about one mile north, believing it could support a second blacksmith shop. His 
family, now nine children, needed more income. He must have anticipated suc-
cess when he hired Sarah Concklin, a 23-year old domestic, to help his wife. The 
blacksmith present in Clinton Corners at that time was Dorman Olivet. Six years 
younger, Olivet had been in Clinton Corners since about 1835 arriving at about 
the same time Williams had moved to Hibernia. Olivet's business was success-
ful. In 1850 he had produced twice as much iron for wagons and shoes for horses 
as had Williams. But Williams was wrong; Clinton Corners could not support 
two blacksmith shops. Six years later Williams and his family left Clinton 
Corners and the town of Clinton, presumably searching for a better income. 
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III 
The period from 1850 to 1880 was one of rapid change in Hibernia. Two owners 

followed William Coffin until Darwin G. Marquart from Clinton Hollow pur-
chased the mill in 1858 for $7500. In the next 20 years the mill changed owners 
seven times and, despite an inflationary trend in commodity and real estate 
prices during and after the Civil War, its value declined. John Bowman pur-
chased it in 1869 at the depressed price of $6150. He lost it shortly thereafter. Like 
some of his predecessors, speculators purchased it off the auction block hoping 
to make a quick profit. All too frequently the struggle of a business was resolved 
by the auctioneer's hammer during times of economic stress. The business com-
munity in many rural towns in eastern New York felt the pressure of the chang-
ing economic climate. Farmers searching for better opportunity continued to 
move to western New York and beyond. Clinton's population declined from 
1,840 people in 1855 to 1,691 in 1875. The number of farms declined: the market 
for grain shrank even further. With these changes the milling business became 
less profitable and was considered by some to be a risky venture. Some mills 
would fail. Only three of the five grist mills operating in Clinton in 1850 pro-
duced enough in 1880 to be listed that year Products of Industry census. Hibernia's 
mill, although still in business in 1880, did not qualify, indicating a significant 
decrease in its rate of production. 14 Not even the presence of the railroad, one 
mile north of Hibernia, could halt the ebbtide of decline. Its presence only served 
to seduce James Carman to pay the premium price of $7500 to purchase the mill 
in 1876. This time even the speculator lost a little money. Although the once-
productive mill at Schultzville became a shadow of its former self and the mill at 
Clinton Hollow produced only at the 1850 rate, there were, of course, exceptions 
to this trend. The Frost mill on the western edge of Clinton had expanded 
remarkably during the same period. In 1880 it earned $4000 on raw materials 
valued at $13,500. That mill had incorporated the latest technological advances. 
Its turbine power produced almost three times as much feed and meal (1,121,000 
lbs.) as did the mill at Clinton Hollow (422,200 lbs.) 

The store at Hibernia appears to have been a profitable venture for the 
Ketchams. They sold it six years after they purchased it for $750 more than they 
had paid for it. But the store, like the mill, was like a revolving door during the 
following years. Ten years and four owners later John Bowman purchased the 
store at the depressed price of $4750, or $1400 less than its value four years 
earlier. Three years later in 1869 Bowman, anticipating the profitability of the mill 
to improve when the railroad reached Clinton, sold the store and purchased the 
mill. He was mistaken. The mill had already had its heyday. And it was the store 
where the real business opportunity existed, if its increase in sale price from a 
low of $4000 in 1869 to $6000 in 1876 can be regarded as a reliable indicator. The 
new owner, George R. Vail, continued as Hibernia's storekeeper until his death 
16 years later. The length of his stay, longer than any other businessman in a cen-
tury except for Smith Doughty, suggests he had found the correct formula to 
satisfy the needs of the people and once again make the store profitable. 

During this period Smith Doughty, like so many other shoemakers, struggled. 
He had opened his shop just at the time shoemaking was becoming industrial-
ized.15 By 1850 many embryonic shoe factories were developing in Westchester 
and New York City. And even in Poughkeepsie in 1855, eight such shops 
employed 64 men who produced shoes valued at $28,000, probably about 12,000 
pairs. In 1870 J.O. Whitehouse built a boot and shoe factory, five stories high and 
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210 feet long by 90 wide, capable of manufacturing thousands of pairs of shoes.16
It was not long before Doughty realized the impact of this factory on local 
business. While his family was growing, his business was failing. It is interesting 
to note he was not identified as a shoemaker on the 1860 federal census but he 
had paid the fee to be listed as a shoemaker in the Dutchess County Directory that 
year. Five years later he had given up; he stopped calling himself a shoemaker. 
Instead, on the 1865 New York State population census, he identified himself as 
a farmer. Had the two young shoemakers who had come to town before 1860 
diluted the business? In any case, shortly before 1865 Doughty apparently rented 
10 acres of land to raise food enough to feed his family. But the 700 bushels of 
potatoes together with the 300 bushels of corn and 50 bushels of turnips was not 
much of a cash crop. The pigs he slaughtered provided 1200 lbs of meat, some of 
which he sold along with the 300 lbs. of butter his wife produced. And the $25 
income from his poultry hardly added much to the year's income. However, he 
had the good sense not to deplete the land of nutrients. He spent $8.00 on fer-
tilizer that year. Shortly thereafter he had to vacate his home, perhaps to raise 
cash to support his family. In 1870, no longer farming, he and Isaac Tompkins, 
the two families then living together, listed themselves as carpenters in the 
Dutchess County Directory. However, the census taker listed Doughty as a laborer. 
Into Hibernia had come Hiram Masten who, although identified as a laborer in 
the census, listed himself in the county directory as a shoemaker. His tenure was 
brief. Doughty persevered, and once again in 1880 identified himself as a shoe-
maker, despite the fact the census recorded he had not worked that year. His 
wife, now working, was listed as a tailoress. They had moved again, this time 
into the house of blacksmith Abner Davis, possibly Doughty's brother-in-law. 
Finally, Doughty's 40 years in Hibernia came to an end in 1886, three years after 
his daughter died. He was 63 years old. He had been caught in a changing 
economic environment which, together with the increasing production of factory 
made shoes had made his trade obsolete. When Doughty died, only two shoe-
makers remained in all of Clinton. 

The period of 1850 to 1880 was a period of adaptation for blacksmiths. Unlike 
the shoemaker, whose craft was a one product business, the blacksmith could 
adapt to the industrialization of his trade. Surely, the new process invented by 
the Troy Steel and Iron Company to manufacture a horseshoe in four seconds 
had its impact on the blacksmith's business.17 And the plows, chains, door 
hinges and cooking utensils, once the blacksmith's domain, became ready-made 
items which were produced in factories and could be purchased in rural New 
York in the country store. Nevertheless, the blacksmith survived but not without 
adapting. More and more he relied on his repair business and the need for iron 
for custom-made wagons. In Hibernia, Roswell Thomas, who replaced Martin 
Williams in 1850, survived for 14 years until he sold his shop to buy a 26 acre 
farm, perhaps to prepare his family for his death the following year. Did Thomas 
see the forthcoming business decline in Hibernia? Young blacksmiths were no 
longer interested in practicing the blacksmith trade there. Sixty-one year old 
Reuben Skinner, once the blacksmith in Pleasant Plains on the western edge of 
town prior to his leaving Clinton, returned to Clinton in 1865 and replaced 
Thomas. But in 1870 he was listed in the federal census as a laborer, although he 
listed himself in the county directory as a blacksmith. By 1880, Abner Davis had 
come to Hibernia to share the business with 77 year old Skinner. Although Davis 
identified himself in 1892 as a blacksmith in the county directory, he told the 
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New York State census taker he was a cider agent. Both were true — he needed 
both occupations to support his six children and his new wife. Although the new 
railroad, the second through Clinton, stopped at Hibernia, its presence did not 
help the blacksmith business. Although business for the blacksmith in Hibernia 
was declining, six other blacksmiths in the town of Clinton were able to adapt 
well enough to earn in 1880 an average income of $341 on an average product of 
$900. Repair, probably not included in the 1880 Products of Industry census, was 
an additional source of income. Each of these shops worked full time throughout 
the year and had enough business to hire at least one man for some part of the 
year. 

As was the case with so many of Hibernia's tradesmen, turnover was the rule. 
But Hibernia was not peculiar in that respect. Using the blacksmiths as a measure 
of turnover, it appears that all of the hamlets had witnessed the same phenom-
enon. During the period from 1850 to 1892, 62 different blacksmiths did business 
in Clinton, and no more than one or two were present at any one time in each of 
the five hamlets. This, despite the fact that the Beaman family had served 
Bullshead continuously for 50 years, and Dorman Olivet was the Clinton Corners 
blacksmith for about 40 years. Although there was a great deal of turnover, each 
hamlet apears to have had a blacksmith throughout the nineteenth-century, a 
testimony to the persistence of this craft. 

IV 
Change. If any one word could describe Hibernia and perhaps most of the 

Dutchess County hamlets during the nineteenth century, the word would be 
change. If Smith Doughty had heard Hibernia described as a stable community, 
populated by families which had planted deep roots and which were content 
with present conditions, he would have smiled. He had seen so many millers, 
storekeepers, blacksmiths and other tradesmen come and go that he would have 
been hard pressed to remember all their names. A word Doughty would have 
had trouble dealing with would have been "success." Certainly, he would have 
discounted his own lack of success in part as the result of a new technology. But 
the mixed results of his colleagues in their pursuit of success would have re-
quired him to describe forces well beyond the community which in combination 
had extraordinary effects upon even the small hamlet. Changes in agriculture, 
loss of markets for hand-crafted goods, population decline and the reasons why 
Hibernia businesses migrated to Clinton Corners would all have been beyond his 
comprehension. Smith Doughty did not live in a community isolated from the 
rest of the world, but it was enough for him to survive even if he could not 
understand all the winds of change which buffeted him in Hibernia. 

The twentieth-century observer, however, is not so limited. Access to a variety 
of sources allows him to gain the perspective essential to an understanding of the 
hamlet and its place in the community. A deeper sense of the hamlet's character 
and how it came to develop requires an examination of local and regional factors 
and consideration of forces of even wider scope. Without this awareness the 
preservation of the hamlet cannot be accomplished effectively. Decisions as to 
which structures to save, which landmarks to recognize and which roads to pro-
tect require the broadest understanding of the hamlet. Its history is an essential 
part of that understanding. 
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Bibliographical Notes 
Much of the material for this study is found in several readily available sources. For 

example, identification of the individuals who resided in Hibernia during the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries was made from the United States Government, Census of Population 
for the years 1840 through 1900, the New York State Census of Population for the years 1855, 
1865, 1875, and 1892, and the Dutchess County business directories for the years 1845 to 
1900. These were substantiated by the deeds and mortgages for these individuals on file in 
the office of the Dutchess County Clerk. Also maps of Dutchess County for the years 1850, 
1858, 1867, and 1876 note where individuals lived at the time. 

Important to the understanding of the manufacturing and commercial enterprise and the 
number of employees in these enterprises in Hibernia is the information found in the 
United States Government, Products of Industry Census for the years 1850 and 1880. Unfor-
tunately, information for the years 1860 and 1870 is missing for the town of Clinton. The 
size and yield of Smith Doughty's foray into agriculture can be found in the New York State 
Agricultural Census, 1865. Information about changes in population in the Town of Clinton 
and the agricultural yield of its farms during the nineteenth century is available in the 
statistical summaries of the New York State Census of Population for the years 1835, 1845, 
1855, 1865 and 1875. 
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The Violet Craze 
in Dutchess County 

Herb Saltford 

This memoir is not intended as a complete instruction guide, but rather as a 
story of people and places in Dutchess County where, as in fabled Camelot, com-
mercial violet culture had its own brief shining moment of the past 100 years. 

"William G. Saltford, Englishman, is a florist and son of a florist. He was 
trained to be a head gardener, in the regular English custom. He came to America 
in 1872 (where he became a naturalized citizen), securing a place with William 
Kelly at Rhinebeck on the Hudson (later) the county seat of Levi P. Morton (Vice-
President of the United States under Benjamin Harrison). Thereafter he found 
situations in various places (one of which) was at Poughkeepsie, with S. M. 
Buckingham . . . (where he became) the central figure in an interesting floral 
enterprise. 

On Long Island he had had a successful experience in growing violets under 
sashes. In Poughkeepsie he undertook violet growing on a larger basis. His venture 
was remarkably successful. Others adopted his methods. Soon Poughkeepsie became 
known as the "violet belt" and William Saltford was the 'violet king'. He was the 
first person in that part of the States to grow violets in regular houses. Violets were 
profitable." 

Thus declared Liberty Hyde Bailey, first Dean of Cornell University's College 
of Agriculture, in the April, 1905 issue of Country Life in America under the 
heading "How to Make a Living from the Land." 

By a rental/purchase agreement of several years, my grandfather Saltford was 
head gardener of Mr. Buckingham's eight-acre city estate, which was bounded 
by Washington Street, Bain Avenue, Talmadge Street, and lands of Clement C. 
Gaines, administrator of Eastman Business College. In the meantime, Granddad 
lived nearby at 61 Delafield Street where, in 1886, he introduced violet plants of 
English origin to Dutchess County. 

Eventually he added five more glass houses (each 140 feet long by 18 feet wide) 
to those already on his Buckingham place, as a local newspaper reported. "One 
of the most complete floral establishments in this part of the state has just been 
completed . . .Mr. Saltford is an authority on floriculture, and especially 
violets . . . . The first two houses are devoted to the culture of violets (with) some 
3500 plants (in each)." 

After Grandfather and his family moved into the 26-room Buckingham resi-
dence, he made the property a summer showplace with felicitous flower beds 
adorned by palms and bay trees along the drives. 

For at least a decade then, as reported in the press, "Poughkeepsie (was) the 
Center of Cultivation." A report at the time explained: 

Herbert Saltford, Poughkeepsie's newly appointed historian, was Superintendent of Parks 
from 1965 to 1971. He has a degree in agriculture from Cornell University. 
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"The violet craze among the fashionable element of New York is proving the means 
of no little advantage and prosperity to Poughkeepsie and the vicinity. As a direct 
result of it this city has grown to be . . . the leading center of violet culture in the 
country. Chief among reasons are its convenience to the market and the fact that it 
was here that the industry had its origin. The intelligence, persistence and untiring 
vigilance of the local florists during the early years of the industry. In fact, William 
Sanford, the Delafield Street florist, who is one of the most successful growers of 
violets in the city, is strongly of the opinion that it is a clear case of survival of the 
fittest." 

Growers elsewhere had failed — at Union Hill, New Jersey and Nyack, New 
York in particular. By far the increased number of greenhouses in the 
Poughkeepsie and Fishkill areas, the paper said, were 

"devoted exclusively to the growing of violets, and violets for the New York market 
alone. This comes from the natural competition in a business that has money in it. 
Violet culture, leaving out the great risks entailed, is about the best money-making 
venture in the market today. The craze for the flower that swept through the New 
York community a few years ago shows no sign of abatement; on the contrary, 
grows constantly in interest." 
And yet "the violet, as it happpens, (was) one of the most delicate of all floral crea-
tions. . . . A seemingly robust plant is likely to fall sick and dies on a man's hands, 
almost in the brief interval between drinks on theatre night, and leaves him ruined 
and desolate. Eternal vigilance is the price of success in violet culture." 

Local growers named, besides my grandfather, were "old" Mr. Small, John 
Roosevelt's head gardener; "one of the" Schroeder brothers, Mr. Small's son-in-
law (on what became Violet Avenue, the powderhouse road); another Schroeder 
brother on Hooker Avenue; the Shrader Brothers "in East Poughkeepsie"; My. 
Lyon, "near the driving park"; George Creighton and James Co(?) on the 
powderhouse road; (?)y on Worrall Avenue; Jacob Sloan, "whose strange disap-
pearance a few weeks ago was the course (sic) of so much local comment"; 
"Others like Lynch, Haggerty, Flicker, ect." (sic). 

"Down at Fishkill Village, Wood Bros. have a big establishment, covering an even 
100,000 square feet of space, all or nearly all, of which is used for the culture of 
violets, while between Fishkill and Poughkeepsie, especially in the vicinity of New 
Hamburgh (sic), there are half a dozen extensive houses given over almost entirely 
to business. Common report says that several of the gentlemen have grown from 
poverty to affluence. . . and that all have made undeniably big profits." 

The so-called "florists' violet" — the sweet or fragrant garden violet which can 
be coaxed to yield continual bloom from mid-winter until spring — is a descend-
ant of the wild species, Viola odorata. Indigenous to many parts of Europe and 
sibling to the pansy and viola, it appears in several variations of color, size, and 
type. Though customarily purple, or violet, it may also come in white or pink or 
yellow, but rarely the latter two. Either double- or single-petaled, often depend-
ing on the vicinity in which it's cultivated, the violet flower can vary in size, up to 
that of a half dollar. My grandfather grew his that big — and won the New York 
Florist Club's first prize sterling silver bowl with them in 1895, astounding the 
growers of more established species of flowers. 

Among popular varieties of the time, "Marie Louise," a double-petaled mauve 
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(or brilliant purple) "wholesaling at a penny apiece" was grown by all, while 
double, light mauve "Lady Hume Campbell" and the double "Swanley White" 
were frequently included. Single, fragrant, purple "Princess of Wales" was like a 
small pansy and called a "Pansy" strain. Subsequently deep blue — and single — 
"Frey's Fragrant" supplanted all the others because of its keeping qualities, 
although, despite its name, it unfortunately lacked aroma. 

Sooner or later — and inevitably, it seemed — the plants of every grower suf-
fered, affected by insects and disease. It was then that my grandfather, again 
pioneering, allowed the government to experiment. Overnight his entire violet 
crop was dead, laid limp by an overdose of cyanide, and he forsook his beloved 
violets to specialize in carnations, roses — and orchids later on — as his sons (my 
father) W. Arthur and George joined him in a corporate retail business. 

Meanwhile, my grandfather's brother, George Saltford, having also emigrated 
from England, had touched off such a flourish with his introduction of violets in 
Rhinebeck in 1890 that this placid place next became "the heart of the world for 
violets," when it could at one point boast of at least 165 growers of these floral 
gems. 

All along the river sprouted a renewal of the "Violet Craze," from Red Hook to 
Fishkill and inland, even, to Milan. Not only was highway Route 9-G called 
Violet Avenue, but Rhinebeck had its own Violet Avenue and my Uncle George's 
Violet Hill as well. 

According to an article in the Rhinebeck Gazette of May 20, 1965, "green-
houses began to shoot up in Rhinebeck's back yards like oil wells did in the 
western plains. By 1908 scores of growers owned some 450,000 square feet of 
glass under which a million plants were grown, representing an annual income 
of over one million dollars. At the peak of the industry, in 1912 (or 1910, some 
said), there were 116 growers in the immediate area (with) over 455 
(green)houses." Julius von der Linden, according to a list of their number of 
houses, was the violet "king" in those days with a tally of 64. (See Appendix). 

George Saltford's name is missing from the list, for he had by then envisioned 
greener fields as a New York City flower wholesaler. Ultimately he settled in 
Poughkeepsie on North Clinton Street, across from College Hill, to become the 
city's first Superintendent of Parks. 

Ethan A. Coon became the violet "king" of the 1920's and 1930's with 38 
houses on ten acres, shipping between four and five million blooms annually. 

Among others who figured in early violet production were Franklin Shafer, in 
Rock City, Bartlett Demarest, Curtis Williams, William Lamoree, Fred and Frank 
Battenfeld, Clarence Sherwood, Martin Fingar, William Yates, Alfred Link and 
William Warner at Link's Corners, Elmer Doyle, Joseph Moore, and 
John Juranic. 

Why Dutchess County had such success with violets has always seemed a 
mystery. To those who thought there was "something special" in the climate, 
author William Seabrook said, "That's baloney." And yet the combination of 
climate, soils, native know-how and the industriousness of the growers was 
obviously right for the success achieved. 

A "little book" George Saltford published in 1902 on How to Make Money Grow-
ing Violets said, "He that loves and studies the laws of nature and follows her 
teachings will be successful in growing flowers . . ." and "if the reader. . . . will 
follow the instructions . . . they will be successful in adding largely to their 
incomes and increasing their happiness by cultivating those 'darlings of the April 
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rains' — violets." The reader then finds that "The very best soil is . . . a medium 
sod loam, such as an old sheep pasture or meadow, where the grass grows 
strong. This kind of soil will grow good violets." In addition to relative amounts 
required, well-rotted manure, spread over, should be plowed deeply several 
times. Another 'secret' was to cover the greenhouse benches with slaked lime 
and wood ashes before filling them from the field. 

Little is said about size of benches or design, except we learn "The best size of 
house for growing is one 20 feet wide and one hundred or more feet long, with 
side walls of double boarding 3 feet high." It is therefore obvious that Uncle 
George believed the most favorable factors to be good young plants set in the 
best of soil, properly watered, frequently cultivated and never neglected. Strong, 
thrifty rooted plants, called sand struck cuttings, from a reliable grower, would 
be set 9 or 10 inches apart. "A man and a boy to drop the plants, ought to be able 
to plant 2000 in a day." Watering was "one of the most important things." The 
author gave precise instructions, depending upon temperatures and weather. 
Cultivation following the start of growth, in about 10 days, should continue 
"every week or oftener." The desired result: "An average of fifty blooms to a 
plant is considered very good." 

But there were always the pests to beware of: Green and Black Aphis or "Fly," 
Red Spider and Gall Fly — the most important insects; Spot diseases or "Spot" 
— the worst. 

Picking and bunching of violets were of utmost importance, done mostly by 
women. A plank across the flower bed served as a body rest, moved farther 
along the aisle as the job progressed. And stretched out along the plank, a good 
picker could do 30 bunches or more an hour — of 25, 35, or 50 blooms — bunch-
ing them with a touch of violet foliage in the process. After the bunches had been 
"leafed," or finished off, with sturdy, shiny galax leaves from the Carolina or 
Virginia mountains, they were ready for the cooler. 
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Storing violets, as well as proper packing and shipping to market, were 
separate sciences in themselves; designers in the florist shops used their own 
special skills to please eventual recipients. 

So many growers had such success in raising violets that, when the "Craze" 
was at its peak, they produced fifty million blooms a year with a gross income of 
over a million dollars. 

Violets became so popular that Grandfather's shop ran short one Easter by 
twenty thousand blossoms. The florist, to fill his orders, kept at hand a supply of 
silken cords with matching tassels on the ends. And he would take a bunch of 
violets, wrap the stems with tinfoil, neatly tie the cord about the foil, insert an 
enormous pin, and the order would be completed, the bunch to be worn at the 
waist. 

But sometime after 1910 the violet business went into a gradual decline. As 
Max Schling, renowned New York florist, said, "The glorious period of the violet 
was a past performance by 1918." Ever-changing fashions, new plant dis-
coveries, scientific research and altered habits of the buying public had changed 
the picture. Growers had begun, for the first time, to produce orchids and gar-
denias in sufficient quantity to permit of general retail sale and still other types of 
corsage flowers were developed. Perhaps it was a play on Broadway, as William 
Seabrook said, which was the first to dare knee-length skirts, that was cata-
strophic to the violet industry. It was true that new styles in feminine dress 
obviated violets at the waist, and the blooms were too bulky for the shoulder. 

Since those revolutionary days, years had passed, when along came 1940. . . 
and revival! The violet industry began to raise its head, led by Mrs. Vincent Astor 
who was photographed with some violets in a local greenhouse. Violets sent to 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt from Rhinebeck had also stirred the public's 
memory — and conscience. 

As one paper said, "Violets were again in demand. Townspeople began 
reassessing their old broken-down greenhouse in the back yards, mending 
broken panes, cleaning the old ones. By 1956 there were 50 or 60 violet houses 
between Rhinebeck and Red Hook and also there were new violet "kings:" the 
Trombini brothers, picking between 4 and 41/2 million blooms a year." 

By 1965 there were but two violet growers left in Rhinebeck, the Trombinis 
with 18 houses and Conrad Lug with one; while in Red Hook there was only 
Archie Tieder, with two houses. By 1980 only two growers were left and only one 
by 1984. And now, to the best of my knowledge, none. In just 100 years — one 
century — from start to finish. Though hard to believe, it really happened. 
Nonagenarian Rhinebeck native and author, Nelson Coon, long a resident of 
Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, wrote me in 1985, "I still have a half dozen 
plants of "Marie Louise" violets growing in a cold frame, which I keep just to feel 
that I have a tiny remembrance." 

He may be the last person to have the genuine article. For anyone else it's just 
another fond memory. 

Editor's Note: 
Herbert Saltford wrote this article in part from old newspaper clippings which 

had not always been identified by the original collector as to source, date or page. 
Because of this unavoidable situation, the author was unable to document all of 
his sources as precisely as he would have liked. 
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Appendix 
List of 116 violet growers in Rhinebeck circa 1910 as printed in the Rhinebeck 

Gazette, May 20, 1965. 
Eugene Ackert, 2; William C. Ackert, 7; Dewitt Ayers, 2; Herman Asher, 3; 

John C. Barringer, 2; Jacob Beach, 2; Roswell Beach, 2; Alvah Bishop, 3; Victor 
Briggs, 2; Edwin Brown, 6; J. C. Brown, 2; Robert Brown, 2; Lewis D. Burger, 2; 
Orson Burger, 8; Filmore Burger, --; Wesley Burger, 2; William Burger, 6; 
Stephen Burns, 2; William J. Burroughs, 2; W. H. Butler, 2; Charles Cashner, 2; 
Elmer Cookingham, 2; Virgil A. Cookingham, 2; Mrs. Alvin Coon, 8; Elmer 
Coon, 3; Ethan A. Coon, 2; Robert Coon, 3; L. H. Cornelius, 3; John Cotting, 3; 
William Cramer, --; Frank Crapser, --; Francis Curnan, 10; Robert A. Decker, 2; 
Alvin Eighmy, 2; C. D. Emory, 2; Warren F. Feller,- --; Charles Ferris, 3; 
M. J. Finger, 2; Christian Lauritzen, 8; Charles Forbes, 2; Mandeville B. Frost, 2; 
Hugh J. Geraghty, 2; Francis R. Gilmann, 10; Hubert Green, 5; Joseph Green-
halgh, 2; Floyd Hainor, --; George Hainor, 2; James Hainor, 6; Mrs. P. Halley, 2; 
J. C. Hamlin, 5; John P. Herman, 3; James Kearns, 3; John Kisshouer, 2; Stephen 
Kolbenskie, 3; William H. Lamoree, 2; George C. Lang, --; Julius M. Lown, 4; 
Mansakenning Farm, --; Louis Markle, 2; Douglas Marquardt, 3; Edwin V. 
Marquardt, 3; Charles A. Marquet, 4; Lincoln Marquet, --; William Marquet, 2; 
Myron Traver, 4; Clinton Mattison, 3; Milroy Brothers, 5; James Moore, 5; James 
Newman, 2; Judson Odell, 6; Al Ostrom, --; Walter Fells, 9; W. E. Pultz, 2; 
Rhinebeck Violet Association, 24; William A. Riley, 4; Frank Rion, 2; J. C. Rocke-
feller, 37; Stanton Rockefeller, 8; Webster Rockefeller, --; Frank Scoles, 3; Manson 
Sharp, --; Edward Sheak, 3; John Shope, --; Frank R. Snyder, 2; James H. 
Snyder, 2; Harry Stewart, 2; Grant Strever, 3; N. J. Sullivan, 2; John Schwartz, 3; 
Andrew J. Tallmadge, 2; Benjamin Tator, 2; J. W. Tator, 5; William H. Tator, 3; 
Alva C. Toof, 2; Allen Traver, 3; Charles E. Traver, 2; George Traver, --; Harold 
Traver, 2; Judson D. Traver, 5; Myron W. Traver, --; Augustus Tremper, 6; 
Benjamin Tremper, 4; Pascal Tremper, 3; William R. Tremper, --; George 
Turner, --; Jane Van Steenbergh, 2; Milton J. Van Tassel, 3; Lee Van Vreden-
burgh, 8; Charles E. Van Wagner, 2; Eugene Van Wagner, 9; Frank Velie, 2; Julius 
von der Linden, 64; William Weckesser, 4; Claude A. Williams, 2; Lester 
Williams, 2; William Yates, 2. 
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The Fire at the Home of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 

and Its Aftermath 
Susan Jensen Brown and Donald H. McTernan 

Fire at the Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt N.H.S. on January 23, 1982. National Park 
Service employees were inside the house moving objects to safety at the time this photo-
graph was taken. Copyright William R. Johnson. 

Donald H. McTernan is the Chief Curator at Roosevelt-Vanderbilt N.H.S., National 
Park Service, Hyde Park, New York. 

Susan Jensen Brown was the former Museum Curator there and is presently Director of 
the Dutchess County Historical Society. 
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A house and its furnishings express the requirements of its occupants in 
terms of their means, values and tastes. An historic house, on its original site and 
retaining the bulk of its furnishings and decor, is a unique document. It con-
stitutes a complex artifact which speaks to visitors about past times and people. 

The Hyde Park home of Franklin D. Roosevelt, called "Springwood "by the 
Roosevelts, is an exceptionally valuable historic document. Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt was born in the house, spent his childhood, grew to maturity and lies 
buried in the Rose Garden there. Life at "Springwood" did much to shape the 
character and personality of this great American and instilled him with a deep 
and lasting love for the Hudson Valley.' For the past 40 years, the National Park 
Service has endeavored to preserve this important historic resource and tell its 
story to the public. Millions of visitors from the United States and abroad have 
toured the Home and its grounds since it opened in April 1946.2

The Fire 

On Saturday, January 23, 1982, a devastating fire ravaged the Roosevelt Home 
during the frigid, early morning hours. This terrible fire occurred just one week 
before the centennial of FDR's birth. The fire was caused by a short in old elec-
trical wiring between the third floor ceiling and the roof.3 The Home was equipped 
with ceiling mounted fire detectors. However, since the fire started above the 
ceiling, it had to burn through the ceiling to trigger the alarm. The alarm was 
relayed to the Hyde Park Fire Department shortly after midnight. The firemen 
were familiar with the layout and structure of the Home because of pre-planning 
and training. In addition, a number of Park Service employees were fire depart-
ment members. The fire alarm was quickly relayed through the Dutchess County 
mutual-aid system to fire departments in adjacent communities. Additional 
equipment and manpower from 10 departments were eventually dispatched to 
the scene. They valiantly struggled to extinguish the raging fire for several hours 
in near zero temperature. They pumped approximately 100,000 gallons of water 
inside the burning house. 

At the same time that the area fire companies were responding, National Park 
Service Ranger Sue Pridemore notified the local park staff about the fire. Im-
mediately after receiving phone calls, the staff, their family members and some 
passers-by converged on the red glow in the sky. 

Although the fire chief had forbidden entry into the building, NPS employees 
led by Henry Van Brookhoven did enter the house and began to work desperately 
in teams in the second and first floor rooms to save as many of the historic fur-
nishings as possible under the hazardous circumstances.4 They removed smaller 
objects from the house to two adjacent outbuildings, the garage/stable and the 
laundry house.5 Firemen also pitched in to help move and carry furnishings. 
Almost all the important paintings and other framed artwork were carried to 
safety outside the house. The larger, heavier objects, such as sofas, dressers, 
chairs and a piano, were moved to the centers of the rooms, rugs pulled up 
around their bases and the whole assemblage covered with waterproof tar-
paulins. These tarpaulins prevented a great deal of water damage. 

Around 3:00 AM, all non-fire personnel were ordered out of the central portion 
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of the house where the danger of plaster ceiling collapse seemed imminent.6
After leaving the central, more damaged area of the house, NPS staff attention 
and effort shifted to the living room/library, located at the south end of the 
house. Although the room was part of the 1915 remodeling and was considered 
fire-resistant, there was a strong possibility that accumulated water on the nearly 
flat roof might cascade down the north wall, flooding the room. The rescuers 
removed hundreds of books from the north wall bookcases and placed them on 
plastic sheeting outside on the lawn. The furniture in this room was either 
removed or moved closer to the south wall and covered.7

As predicted by local weathermen, it began to snow at 3:15 AM. The books and 
furniture on the south lawn were covered with plastic sheeting for protection. At 
this time the weary, chilled and smoke-filled workers went to "Bellefield," the 
NPS administrative headquarters, for a well-deserved break featuring hot coffee 
and tea.8 It soon became clear that water was not seeping into the living room/ 
library, so most of the group returned to the Home at approximately 4:00 AM in 
order to carry books and furniture back into the living room/library. At approx-
imately 6:00 AM, Fire Chief Nelson Ferris, Jr. declared the fire under contro1.9
The entire third floor, attic and roof areas had sustained considerable fire 
damage, while the two lower floors received mainly smoke and water damage. 

National Park Service employees in the Playroom on the third floor of the Roosevelt Home, 
January 24, 1982. 
Photograph courtesy of Bill Herman 
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The extensive damage to the house and collections required immediate 
response from the staff. The work was divided into two categories: work on the 
house (structure) and work on the collections (removable household 
furnishings). The house consists of 35 rooms on three floors and approximately 
8,000 cataloged objects. 

The initial stabilization work on the house itself was performed by the park 
maintenance staff and a NPS historic preservation crew which worked out of the 
North Atlantic Regional Office. After the initial emergency, the restoration of the 
house was completed on contract by Thompson Construction Corporation, 
Albany, New York. The fine detail work on the rooms was completed by the NPS 
historic preservation crew. The curatorial staff at the park was responsible for the 
preservation treatments to the 8,000 individual furnishings from the initial 
emergency to the present time. 

This article will mainly document the stages of the rejuvenation and conserva-
tion of the object collections during the intial emergency and provide an outline 
of how the long term restoration progressed. References to the restoration of the 
house will be less frequent because so much of the work was done on contract 
under the direction of the NPS regional office of Historic Preservation. 

Initial Emergency 

The First Seven Days 
The first seven days after the fire were like seven long weeks to the NPS staff 

involved in responding to the emergency. The FDR Centennial celebration, 
scheduled for January 30th (one week after the fire), made the situation more 
difficult. 

The NPS historic preservation crew and the park maintenance staff installed a 
temporary roof and support structure over the entire house, covered all the win-
dow openings on the heavily damaged third floor and assisted the curatorial divi-
sion by moving the damaged third floor furnishings to safer locations in the 
house. They also started the furnace, supplied a few lines of electricity and got 
the bathroom plumbing working again. 

The curatorial staff spent the first few days moving water and smoke-damaged 
objects to safer, drier areas.1° Water continued to seep through the ceilings for 
almost three days, especially on the second floor. Objects which had been placed 
in unheated outbuildings during the fire had to be wrapped and packed for 
removal to "Bellefield." The temperature was well below freezing for most of the 
week, which made it very difficult for the staff working in the frozen environ-
ment. The drastic change in temperature from the unheated outbuildings to the 
heated rooms chosen for storage was harmful to the objects, and in some cases 
the staff decided to leave some of them frozen in the outbuildings." 

On the third day after the fire, the curators decided to try to return the living 
room/library to its historic appearance for the FDR Centennial celebration at the 
end of the week. The room is the largest and one of the most important in the 
house and it received the least damage during the fire. It was hoped that the 
Roosevelt family attending the events would appreciate seeing one room in its 
historic appearance. The room had not received any fire or water damage but had 
been dismantled during the fire and received considerable smoke damage.12
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Anna Roosevelt's bedroom on the third floor of the Roosevelt Home, January 24, 1982. 
Photograph courtesy of Bill Herman 

On January 27th, Edward Kallop, the NPS North Atlantic Regional Curator, 
and Ed McManus, Regional Conservator, arrived for two days to assist the park 
curatorial staff with an overall assessment of damage and to make plans for the 
steps to be taken toward the treatment of the objects. They toured the Home and 
held several meetings with the Chief Curator, Museum Curator and the Museum 
Specialist. The staff decided that the schedule for restoration of objects would be 
first floor, second floor and, finally, the third floor. Although the third floor 
objects had received the most damage, they would receive the lowest priority for 
conservation because the public normally viewed only first and second floor 
rooms in the Home. 

A preliminary assessment was made that only 20% of the objects would require 
the attention of highly specialized and costly conservators. (It should be pointed 
out that a conservator is a person who is highly trained to work on one specific 
type of material. When an object such as a painting is restored by a professional 
painting conservator, it is referred to as being "conserved.") The other 80% of 
the objects would be restored in-house by NPS museum technician-level staff. 
However, technicians would need suitable space to carry out their important 
work. Since there was no suitable space available within the park, a recommen-
dation was made that a 40 x 80 foot modular structure be purchased, erected on 
site and equipped. 

On January 30th, the FDR Centennial celebrations occurred as planned with 
the Governor of New York, the Associate Director of the National Park Service, 
the NPS Director of the North Atlantic Region Office and various members of the 
Roosevelt family in attendance. It was encouraging for the park curatorial staff to 
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see the living room/library looking so normal in the midst of all the damage. 
However, the smoke smell and dampness in the entire house was pervasive. 

January 31 - February 20, 1982 
The second week after the fire (January 31 - February 6) was very difficult for 

the curatorial division. It was no longer obvious what steps should be taken now 
that the initial emergency and the Centennial had passed. The Chief Curator, 
Museum Curator and Museum Specialist spent several hours over several days 
discussing the immediate priorities. It was decided to inventory and survey all 
8,000 catalogued objects as the next priority action. 

It must be remembered that there were no experts on site to tell the curators 
how to set priorities and determine which objects required emergency treatment. 
The experience and training of the curatorial staff helped somewhat, but the size 
of the problem made it difficult to determine the priorities. There were 8,000 
separate items which needed treatment in one way or another. On February 
10th, a group came from the New York State Collections Care Center.13 They had 
experienced a fire in one of the New York State historic sites several years before 
and they had a considerable amount of helpful and professional advice for the 
curatorial division.'" 

One of the recommendations for immediate treatment, made by the New York 
State conservators, was to vacuum immediately the heavily fire and water 
damaged objects from the third floor. Especially urgent were the upholstered 
furniture pieces which were covered with black fire debris. The furniture and tex-
tile conservators felt that the caustic agents in the fire debris would continue to 
cause deterioration. However, when the caustic water dried on wood, ceramic, 
painted or metal objects it would remain somewhat more stable for the indefinite 
future .15

Several other events of note occurred during the end of February 4982. The liv-
ing room/library was opened for public view by allowing visitors to enter the 
room from the French doors on the south side of the room.16 The historic preser-
vation crew leader, Gene Goldsmith, hired personnel and began the restoration 
of the interior of the house. 

Initial Emergency Conservation of Objects 

Emergency Treatment by Non-NPS Specialists 
It soon became evident that certain categories of objects required emergency 

treatment, while others, as they dried out, became fairly stable.17 The following 
types of water-damaged objects needed immediate treatment by outside con-
servators: rugs, textiles, paper artwork and photographs. 

Most of the rugs in the house suffered serious water damage and needed im-
mediate attention. Within a month after the fire, 24 rugs were cleaned and stored 
by Isbirian Oriental Rugs and Carpets of Poughkeepsie. Some important textiles 
were treated by the Textile Conservation Workshop in South Salem, New York. 
They included the crocheted bedspreads from FDR's bed, Eleanor Roosevelt's 
bed and the bed in which FDR was born. A stuffed toy Scotty dog that was 
located in FDR's bedroom was also treated. 

The bulk of the framed artwork in the FDR Home was carried out of the house 
or put under tarps during the fire. However, several dozen artworks on paper 
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received considerable water and smoke damage, and a half-dozen were totally 
destroyed. The wet items had to be treated quickly before they dried and the 
water stains became permanent. Twenty-three of these were treated by Edith 
MacKennan of Poughkeepsie in February. The treatment included thymolizing 
to prevent or kill mold growth. In addition, 11 severely damaged and wet historic 
photographs were treated by Mary Kay Porter, Troy, New York, and 17 wet 
books were treated by James MacDonald Company.18

Emergency Conservation of Textiles by NPS Staff 
The Roosevelt Home has 35 rooms and an almost endless number of house-

hold textiles. These include such items as sheets, pillowcases, towels, table-
cloths, napkins, placemats, doilies, table scarves, sheer curtains and window 
curtains. Most of these objects are totally handmade or have handmade borders 
and edges. All types of Victorian needlework are represented. Some of the 
needlework was done by Eleanor Roosevelt, but most was done by Roosevelt 
servants. The majority of these fragile items received a major amount of smoke 
and water damage. 

All the professional conservators who advised the curatorial staff about prior-
ities agreed that the wet and smoke-damaged textiles needed to be carefully and 
professionally washed as soon as possible. There were far too many items for any 
conservator to handle, and most of the collection consisted of white household 
linens, so it was suggested that the park curatorial staff set up a temporary textile 
lab to perform the conservation work themselves. 

Historic museum textiles must be cared for in a different manner than regular 
household textiles. Textiles are the most fragile of museum objects because the 
fibers break down so quickly. Thus, when caring for them, the object is to 
remove any chemicals that aid in the breakdown of the fibers. Chemicals, such as 
the chlorine used to make water safe for drinking and bleach used in washing, 

Susan Jensen Brown, Rose Scorza and Catherine Holt washing fire damaged Roosevelt 
textiles at the "wet table" in the laundry room at Vanderbilt Mansion in April 1982. 
Photograph courtesy of Donald H. McTernan, National Park Service 
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shorten the life of textiles as do pollutants in the air such as smoke from the fire. 
Most cleaning agents (soaps) used today have chemical additives which also 
shorten the life of textiles. In addition, textile fibers are damaged by folding, 
squeezing or rough handling, so museum textiles must be perfectly flat during 
the washing and drying.19

The textiles were washed in a "wet table," which is a large, flat container with 
sides about six inches high and a hole at one end for the water to run out. It was 
constructed at the park and was placed on legs to make it about table height for 
ease in working with the textiles. The wet table was used so that the textiles 
could be flat during the washing processing. De-ionized water was used, and the 
cleaning agents were Mulsolite and Orvus WA. The process went as follows: a 
textile was placed on the table and water was applied with a spraywand for 
gentleness. After filling the table with water, one of the cleaning agents was ap-
plied, and the textile was left to soak for five or ten minutes. In some cases, the 
staff did some gentle patting to loosen fire debris. The next step was to rinse, 
rinse, rinse! All items were rinsed at least 10 times and some were rinsed 20 to 25 
times. 

The drying process consisted of placing the textile on a table covered with mat-
tress pads and then blotting it with cotton toweling. There was no wringing or 
twisting at any stage in the process. After patting dry, each textile was supported 
while being placed on a large nylon-screen drying rack. As the objects dried, 
they were removed from the drying rack, folded and placed in acid free storage 
boxes. Folding is not normally acceptable for museum textile storage, but there 
were so many textiles that there was no other choice. Almost 400 individual tex-
tile pieces were washed by the curatorial staff between March 12 and April 2, 1982. 

Inventory of the Collections 

The necessity for a complete inventory of the collections had been recognized 
and the process initiated by using 3" x 5" index cards shortly after the fire. The 
textile washing process caused the staff to recognize the importance of a more 
thorough inventory sheet. Several of the conservators had given the staff copies 
of the survey sheets which they used for their specialty. The Museum Curator 
and the Museum Specialist used them to devise five different survey sheets for 
the Roosevelt collections: textiles, furniture, ceramics, framed art work and 
miscellaneous. 

The inventory sheets included obvious information such as whether the object 
still existed, a description of the object's condition, a judgment of whether it 
could be treated in-house or sent to an outside conservator, and the object's 
exhibit priority. The sheets also included information about the location of the 
objects at three different time periods. These included the object's location his-
torically during the fire and at the time it was surveyed. These sheets were even-
tually incorporated into the catalog file.21

The inventory sheets were used for basic accountability and projections of 
work to be accomplished. During the restoration of the exhibit rooms in 1984 and 
1985, the staff was sometimes uncertain whether an object had been seen since 
the fire. The inventory sheet told where and when the object was seen and 
surveyed. If no inventory sheet existed, then the object had not been seen since 
the fire. With 8,000 objects in the collections, the survey sheets became very 
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important. 
The staff began surveying on April 5th and completed the majority of the col-

lections in late November 1982. 
The post-fire inventory also included sifting through the fire debris dump. All 

the fire debris that was shoveled out of the Home after the fire had been taken to 
an area behind the "Bellefield Stone Garage." The Museum Curator, Museum 
Specialist and Museum Aids spent several days using rakes to sift through every 
square foot of the approximately 90' x 40' dump before it was removed to the 
town landfill. Broken bits and pieces of approximately 11 cataloged objects were 
found 22 

Contracting 

The initial funding for the post-fire contractural work came from money that 
had been programmed earlier to repair the roof on the FDR Home. The curatorial 
division spent approximately $10,000 on contractural work during the initial 
emergency for the paper artworks, textiles, rugs and photographs. In August 
1982, Congress appropriated two million dollars for the total rehabilitation of the 
house ($1,400,000) and its furnishings ($600,000). 

Beginning in 1983, the Chief Curator and Museum Curator began to prepare 
large contracts for conservation work to be performed on most of the objects in 
such categories as photographs, paintings, frames and artworks on paper. They 
also worked on several dozen smaller contracts for conservation of objects and 
for reproduction of objects which could no longer be exhibited.23

Moving and Storage 

In late August 1982, the curatorial staff began planning for the eventual 
removal of all objects in the house. It must be remembered that, after the fire, a 
large portion of furnishings had been moved to and left in less damaged areas of 
the house. The restoration of the house by an outside contractor was about to 
begin. 

Each day for three months, the Museum Curator, Museum Specialist, Museum 
Technician, and Museum Aids inventoried, packed and moved Roosevelt Home 
furnishings to the Vanderbilt Mansion. The Roosevelt objects were stored in ser-
vants' bedrooms, third floor halls and basement rooms at the Vanderbilt 
Mansion. The space was available because staff had consolidated Vanderbilt 
objects into a few rooms. (Only 50% of the 54 rooms in the Vanderbilt Mansion 
are open for public viewing.) 

Despite all efforts, there was not enough time to complete the move before the 
reconstruction of the Home began. In addition, the physical exertion was begin-
ning to affect several staff members. Thus it was decided that professional movers 
would have to be hired for all the remaining pieces of furniture. In the third week 
of November, professional movers moved all the remaining collections. 

It was one thing to move all 8,000 objects to "Bellefield" and the Vanderbilt 
Mansion, but to make order out of the temporary storage areas took considerable 
effort. At the end of 1982, the storage areas were so tightly packed that one could 
not walk through some of the rooms. Thus it was decided that a more profes-
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sional storage system must be devised. Modular, mobile, metal storage racks in 
various sizes were ordered and installed. Large wooden storage shelving units 
were designed and built by the Museum Specialist and the Museum Technician 
for oversized and bulky objecs to be stored on two levels. 

In-House Conservation and 
Restoration of Furnishings 

Curatorial Lab Facility 
It was decided earlier that 80% of the furnishings could be restored by NPS 

technician level personnel, but a new space would have to be created in order to 
perform the work. It took until the spring of 1983 to receive permission from all 
necessary quarters to build the needed structure at the site. An architectural and 
engineering study as well as the preparation of the environmental and cultural 
compliance forms was completed by the fall of 1983.25 A knocked-down metal 
prefab building was delivered in September 1983, but it was not ready for use 
until July 1984. 

This building, called the "Curatorial Lab" by the staff, was one of the benefits 
of the tragedy that had occurred one week before FDR's Centennial. For 40 
years, all work on the collections has occurred in converted rooms in one historic 
building or another. The lab was a state-of-the-art object conservation facility 
with proper lighting, exhaust system, temperature and humidity control, deion-
ized water unit and, not the least of importance, proper space in which to work. 
The building was erected on a field to the west of "Benefield." 

Additional Personnel 
Additional personnel were required to deal with the exceptional workload 

created by the fire. However, the park curatorial staff did not receive additional 
help for more than a year after the fire. In the spring of 1983, two museum tech-
nicians were hired. One position was for record keeping and recataloging the col-
lections. The second position was referred to as "hands-on." The person in this 
position was to assist the Museum Specialist in treatments to damaged objects. 

The personnel working on the Roosevelt fire account evolved and changed as 
work began and refurnishing the rooms got underway. In early 1985 two addi-
tional museum technician positions were added.26 However, once the additional 
personnel arrived and the lab facilities were available, the system for the restora-
tion, documentation and recataloging of the damaged objects got into full swing 
and continues today. 

In-House Preservation Treatment 
All preservation treatments on the Roosevelt Home objects were based on two 

underlying principles: reversibility of techniques and materials used and return-
ing the objects to their 1945 appearance. The term "reversibility" implies that 
any treatment can be "reversed" and the objects returned to its condition before 
the treatment. The 1945 date was based on a requirement which FDR left in the 
deed giving the house to the government. The deed states that the house and 
property ". . . shall be maintained . . . in a condition as nearly as possible approx-
imating the condition . . .prevailing at the expiration of the life estate of Franklin 
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D. Roosevelt . . "27 In keeping with this requirement, the appearance of the fur-
nishings and decor of the Home are maintained as they were in April 12, 1945 
when he died. What this actually means for the restoration of the objects is that 
they were not restored to their appearance when new, but they were to be 
returned to their 1945 appearance. 

Most of the fire damage to objects was caused by water containing boric acid 
from chopped paper insulation which etched furniture finishes. Smoke damage 
and damage from the sudden shifts in temperature and humidity connected with 
the fire also occurred.28

In addition to the fire-related damage to the objects treated in-house, further 
deterioration was inflicted by years of improper care and visitor handling. This 
was particularly evident with the wood and metal objects. Furniture pieces had 
been liberally coated with linseed oil, polishes, waxes and various stains and 
coatings to cover scratches and wear. Metal objects such as brass and bronze 
sculptures, lamps, beds and decorative objects had been polished with a variety 
of products which left residues, some of which caused corrosive interactions 
with the metals. (Housekeeping procedures since the mid-1970's have not 
included such treatments.) 

The linseed oil polish on wood pieces had trapped dirt, lint and fossil fuel pro-
ducing successive layers of embedded grime.29 Much of the Roosevelt furniture 
is carved so that globs of grimy, tacky linseed oil filled all crevices. Cleaning 
these finishes was the main treatment for many of the furniture pieces. One posi-
tive aspect of the linseed oil problem was that it helped to protect the original 
finishes by repelling the acidic fire water. 

The restoration treatment by NPS staff varied according to the needs of each 
individual object. A typical treatment for a piece of furniture, however, might 
include regluing joints, reattaching or repairing broken parts, reproducing miss-
ing parts, replacing missing veneer and undoing and redoing old NPS repairs. 
The large globs of linseed oil were carefully scraped away and the surface was 
cleaned with solvents or rubbed with a very fine abrasive in wax. Obvious wear 
or scratches from the NPS period were toned to match the original finish, but the 
original Roosevelt era wear was not covered. The surface was given a protective 
coat of microcrystalline wax. 

Active corrosion and polish residues were removed from metal objects. Occa-
sionally metal objects, such as brass beds, had to be disassembled for cleaning 
then reassembled. Silver and brass were carefully polished and coated with clear 
acrylic or lacquer. This clear covering reduced the need for future polishing and 
helped maintain a historic appearance. Bronzes with applied patinas were cleaned 
with distilled water and waxed to protect the surfaces. Again it must be 
remembered that each object had specific needs and treatment was undertaken 
accordingly. 

Although wood and metal objects occupied the largest percentage of the time 
spent by NPS personnel on in-house treatments, many other types of objects 
were also treated. These included ceramic, plastic, glass, stone, shell, paper, lac-
quer, textile, plaster, leather and walrus tusks. Procedures for cleaning, repairing 
and caring for these varied materials are highly individualized and not readily 
summarized. 

The NPS staff at the Curatorial Lab have consistently accomplished more every 
year since the work began in 1984. Approximately 304 objects were treated in the 
lab in 1984, almost 700 in 1985 and over 1,000 in 1986. At the same time almost 
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500 objects received conservation treatment by non-NPS specialists on a contrac-
tural basis. 

Recataloging the Collections 
In December 1983, the new museum technician began the process of recata-

loging objects in the Roosevelt collection on a room-by-room basis. Her work 
was coordinated with the restoration treatment of the objects.3° The need for the 
recataloging had been apparent ever since the fire. The original cataloging had 
been done all at once in 1959 and was far below standard. The majority of the 
cards had one-sentence (or less) descriptions of the objects and no description of 
the color or material of which the object was made. It was decided that each 
object would be properly and professionally cataloged before it was returned to 
exhibit.31

Professional cataloging includes more than accurate descriptions and measure-
ments of the objects. It includes taking documentary photographs, stating origin 
and relation to the collections. It also includes research to determine age and date 
of the object. For example, marks on the bottom of ceramics and other decorative 
pieces can be used to date them. One piece in the Roosevelt collection, a flower 
bowl on the dining room table, had been used continuously by FDR's mother 
since her first visit to the Home before marrying FDR's father. Research on the 
marks on the bottom of the bowl revealed that the bowl was old enough to have 
been used by the first wife of FDR's father. 

Part of the recataloging process included determining the original 1945 location 
of each object. The NPS had administered the site for almost 36 years by the time 
of the fire and had moved objects around. Some were removed completely 
because they had deteriorated, or objects were removed from another location to 
replace the deteriorated object.32

In 1984, the National Park Service revised and updated their cataloging pro-
cedures and policies. It was a fortuitous coincidence for the park curatorial staff. 
The procedures were designed for use with a computer and the park curatorial 
division received their first computer for use with the recataloging. This was seen 
as another positive side to the tragedy that occurred one week before FDR's cen-
tennial. By mid-1986, approximately 3,000 of the 8,000 objects had been 
recataloged. Although not all the items had typed catalogue cards, the work 
sheets, photographs and research had been completed. 

Refurnishing The Rooms 
The living room/library was opened to visitation at the end of February 1982. 

Although reconstruction of the house was completed and visitors were allowed 
to enter the front door of the Home in June 1984, no additional rooms were refur-
nished until the fall of 1984. On October 11, 1984, Eleanor Roosevelt's 100th 
birthday, four first floor rooms were formally opened to the public. An additional 
room, the President's study, was opened in December of that year. On June 2, 
1985, the New York Times stated, "until this week, visitors were barred from the 
second floor, while Park Service employees worked to refinish the furniture and 
other objects in four rooms — the President's bedroom, his wife's bedroom, the 
room where he was born on Jan. 30, 1882, and the room he occupied as a boy."33

Thus, both the main floors were open for visitation three years and five months 
after the fire. There were seven more main rooms on the second floor to be refur-
nished as well as all the servants' rooms and the third floor rooms, but visitors 

31 



were seeing most of what was open for view before the fire. By the fall of 1986, 20 
of the 35 rooms were 90% refurnished. 

Conclusion 

Although the fire was a tragedy of major proportions, the damage could have 
been infinitely worse. Despite the loss of the roof and damage caused by 100,000 
gallons of water, all the floors remained intact and less than 25 of the 8,000 objects 
were lost or damaged beyond repair. It has taken a long time to complete the 
restoration of the objects, but it is being done in a professional, state-of-the-art 
manner with complete documentation of every step. 

With the sponsorship of our local congressman and the two senators from 
New York, Congress was very generous with the needed appropriations. The 
park received the $600,000 as requested in 1982. When funds were lacking to 
complete the work, Congress appropriated an additional $210,000 in October 
1986. These funds included the money for the curatorial conservation lab, which 
will be a continuing benefit to the Roosevelt-Vanderbilt sites in Hyde Park, as 
well as other Park Service sites in the region. 

The funding included enough money for conservation of all the objects in the 
collections as well as funding for significant reproductions of original objects. 
Close copies of the wallpapers in the damaged second floor bedrooms were pro-
duced and installed before the opening of the second floor rooms. Reproductions 
of the two historic carpets in the first and second floor hallways were purchased 
and installed. Reproductions of all the damaged original lampshades were also 
made to order. Completion of these replacement items increased the historic 
authenticity of the Home because they were more accurate than earlier substitu-
tions for the original objects. In addition, a new fire suppression system of halon 
gas was installed in the Home. 

The total restoration of the furnishings, including all the third floor objects, 
kitchen objects, objects in storage and the 3,000 books in the house, is expected 
to be completed by 1989. 

Endnotes 
1. FDR was one of the founding members of the Dutchess County Historical Society in 

1914. 

2. Although the estate was formally named "Springwood," the National Park Service 
employees have always referred to the house as the "Home." FDR and his family fre-
quently referred to it as the "Big House". 

3. The specific location of the origin of the fire was above the ceiling on the west side of 
the third floor. It evidently started in an area with chopped paper insulation and may have 
smoldered for hours before it ignited. The paper insulation had been treated with a boric 
acid flame-retardant. "Board of Review: Franklin D. Roosevelt Home Fire," located in Central 
Files at Roosevelt-Vanderbilt NHS, p. 2. 

4. NPS is used to refer to the National Park Service. 

5. The information is based on personal experience of the writers, as well as NPS docu-
ments entitled, "Case Incident Record" (Form #10-343, U.S. Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service). The reports filed by Henry Van Brookhoven, Museum Specialist, 
and Robert Hickman, Site Supervisor, were especially helpful. 
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6. None of the first and second floor ceilings collapsed. However, there was considerable 
danger that they might collapse from the weight of the large volume of water used to fight 
the flames in the third floor and roof areas. 

7. Many of the most valuable paintings in the collection are located in the living room/ 
library and were carried out of the house in the early stages of entry by the NPS em-
ployees. Two of the paintings were protraits of FDR's grandfather and great-grandfather 
and others were some of best naval paintings in FDR's collection. 

8. "Bellefield" is the Newbold-Morgan estate adjacent to the northern boundary of the 
FDR estate and was donated to the NPS by Gerald Morgan in 1976. 

9. "Diary of the FDR Fire," a personal journal kept by Susan Jensen Brown during the first 
five months after the fire, p. 2. The writer also noted that the Hyde Park fire department 
had to return to the site for a flareup of the fire at 12:30 PM the morning after the fire, p. 4. 

10. The park staff working on the furnishings included: Donald McTernan, Chief Curator; 
Susan Jensen Brown, Museum Curator; Henry Van Brookhoven, Museum Specialist; Rose 
Scorza, Museum Technician; and Michelina Jurkowski, Deborah Miller and Catherine 
Holt, Museum Aids. 

11. The Roosevelt-Vanderbilt curatorial staff received help during the first week from two 
Park Service employees from Martin Van Buren National Historic Site, Carol Kohan and 
Tenar Woodring. Help was also received from 12 Young Adult Conservation Corps 
employees and their leader from Gray Towers, the U.S. Forest Service site at Milford, 
Pennsylvania. 

12. During this work, two items were noticed missing in the room. One, a set of stack 
tables was located by Ranger Fred Baretto, but the other object, a chair for the game table, 
has never been found. It may have been stolen during the time of the fire. 

13. Those who came included: Nichol J. Forsht, Chief of Collections Care Center; Joyce 
Zucker, Painting Conservator; Ronald DuCharme, Conservation Technician — Furniture; 
Victoria ICruckeburg, Textile Conservator. 

14. A written report followed on February 23, 1982 and is located in the NPS Curatorial 
Files. 

15. Two days later, Susan Jensen Brown, Museum Curator, Rose Scorza, Museum Tech-
nician, and Catherine Holt, Museum Aids began to vacuum the heavily damaged third 
floor objects. They put cheesecloth over the nozzle of a Hoover Porta-vac and wore face 
masks while they vacuumed the fire debris. The cheesecloth on the nozzle was to catch 
large chunks of fire debris (mostly charred wood) before it went into, and ruined, the 
vacuum. It took the Museum Technician and Museum Aid about a week to complete the 
work. 

16. Visitors continued to view the room from this south access until the front door of the 
house was reopened in the spring of 1984. 

17. Allen Cochran, NPS Furniture Conservator and Gregory Byrne, NPS Technician, 
arrived on February 24th and spent several days performing condition surveys of some 
furniture and other objects in the collections. They both worked at the NPS objects conser-
vation center at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. 

18. Treatment reports and condition photographs of the conserved objects are located in 
park curatorial files. 

19. A specific description of the process to be followed is located in park curatorial files. It 
is based on a report by Karen Clark, Textile Conservator, Textile Conservation Workshop, 
South Salem, New York. 

20. A survey sheet describing the condition and other information was written for each tex-
tile. Also, the treatment for each textile was written on the survey sheet and is filed in the 
permanent museum records according to catalog number. 

21. The location of an object was important since that usually determined how seriously 
damaged it was during the fire. During the years that NPS administered the site, 
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1946-1982, many original exhibit objects had been placed in storage. Unfortunately, the 
choice for storage was the third floor and several of the most heavily damaged areas on the 
second floor. Thus, some first and second floor objects received serious damage because 
the fire occurred so close to the storage areas. 

22. Only one piece of a wicker waste basket from the Nursery was found and it retained 
the catalog number! Pieces of three different picture frames were found with no catalog 
numbers on them and the numbers still have not been determined. Eight wet and soggy 
pieces of a framed poem, entitled "American First," were found. All the objects were from 
rooms which received the most fire damage. 

23. Some of the larger contracts issued included requests for proposals for the conserva-
tion of: 134 photographs, 33 paintings, 238 artworks on paper, and 75 elaborate frames, as 
well as a contract for the replacement of two historic carpets. The contracting process in-
cluded the following steps: a search of the catalog cards to make a list of all the items, 
physically locate the objects and write a scope of work and specifications for the proposed 
work. The work was divided into two phases. First the conservator /contractor would per-
form a survey of the objects. The survey included a description of the condition of each ob-
ject and a treatment proposal. The second phase was the actual conservation of the objects 
as proposed in the survey. 

24. Compliance forms were prepared by Donald McTernan in the winter 1983. The A & E 
study was completed by the architectural firm of Geier, Brown and Renfrow in the fall of 
1983. 

25. During the ten-month construction period, temporary work space was created at 
"Bellefield." This facilitated long overdue "hands-on" object treatment. 

26. The hands-on personnel included Craig Jessup, Museum Specialist; Paul Ackermann, 
William Urbin and James Vallano, Museum Technicians. 

27. Copy of the deed is located in park central files. 

28. The description of the hands-on work by NPS personnel is liberally based on the 
"Report of the Post-Fire Objectives and Accomplishments for 1984, "by Helen McLallan, p. 8 & 9. 

29. The linseed oil polish consisted of 1/3 linseed oil, 1/3  vinegar, and 1/3  alcohol. It was very 
popular during the 19th century and is still used by many people today. 

30. The museum technician, Diane Boyce, spent from April to December working with the 
post-fire inventory sheets, searching for missing objects, making Catalog Folder Files and 
maintaining the post-fire records of all activities. 

31. "Report of Post-Fire Accomplishments by Roosevelt-Vanderbilt Museum Services Division, 
January 23, 1982 -December 31, 1983," by Susan J. Brown and Donald H. McTernan, 
Addendum, #1. 

32. Research indicated that in the fall of 1947, Eleanor Roosevelt, her daughter, Anna, and 
Superintendent George Palmer rearranged the Birth Room and Sara Roosevelt's Sitting 
Room in order to make the Birth Room look more as it did in 1882 when FDR was born in 
the room. "Historian's Report," Fall 1947, located in park files. 

33. The New York Times Sunday, June 2, 1985, Section I, p. 34. 
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Main Building, Vassar College: 
A National Historic Landmark 

Bannon McHenry 

DETAIL PLAN ND 3 

Bannon McHenry, Vassar College class of 1952, is currently a Ph.D. candidate at New 
York University of Fine Arts. 
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A felicitous designation marks the celebration of the 125th anniversary of 
Vassar College. This year (1986) the Department of Interior has appointed Main 
Building, the original brick and freestone edifice commissioned by Matthew 
Vassar (1792-1868), brewer of Poughkeepsie, a National Historic Landmark. The 
honor denotes a site of national significance conferred on the building and col-
lege which Vassar endowed, the first in the United States to offer women an edu-
cation equal to that then available in the greatest American universities. The 'Col-
ossal and glorious scheme' which Vassar envisioned in 1856 led to the appoint-
ment of James Renwick, Jr. (1818-1895) as architect for the building which would 
house the entire college. His grand structure, completed in four years (1861-1865) 
despite the 'American rebellion' was reputedly the largest building in the United 
States for a brief period until the Capitol in Washington was completed. 

Renwick's reputation was well-established by 1860 when he received the 
Vassar commission. Born to a prominent New York family, his father, James 
Renwick senior, professor of Natural Science at Columbia College, was probably 
known to Matthew Vassar and was an intimate of Samuel F. B. Morse, Vassar 
College founding trustee and neighbor of Vassar at Locust Grove, Morse's estate 
just a mile from Vassar's Springside. Young Renwick worked as an engineer on 
the Erie Canal and the Croton Receiving Reservoir in New York City, received 
the commission for Grace Church, Tenth and Broadway (1843-1846) and the new 
Smithsonian Institute in Washington (1847-1852) as well as other private, civic 
and church buildings including St. Patrick's Cathedral (1858-1879). During the 
mid-1850's he visited London and Paris. Letters noting his visits to the Houses of 
Parliament and the La Riboissiere Hospital in Paris are in the Vassar College 
Library. He visited Paris at the moment when French architects were adapting 
earlier styles, particularly the French Renaissance forms of the Palace of the 
Tuileries, monumental symmetry and classical vocabulary to modern, sophis-
ticated building techniques. Renwick adopted these forms for the austere Charity 
Hospital (1858-61) on Roosevelt (then Blackwell's) Island in New York City, 
abandoned since 1957 and now threatened for demolition, and for an ornate 
pavilioned and mansard-roofed art museum (1859-1871), now the Renwick 
Gallery, in Washington. 

In the long and distinguished career of James Renwick, Jr., (1818-1895), Main 
Building remains his most successful design in French Renaissance-Second 
Empire style. Selected by the founder of the new college, Renwick submitted his 
first rendering of the great building and the porter's lodge in 1860. The following 
year, according to Renwick's handwritten letter dated April 21st, 1861, 
Poughkeepsie and now in the Vassar College Library, his firm, Renwick, 
Auchmuty, and Sands, would "propose to draw all plans and superintend the 
erection of same for five thousand four hundred dollars and our travelling 
expenses to and from Pokeepsie (sic). The building shall not be more than four 
years in the course of erection during which period we agree to be at the Building 
once a week or fortnight." 

The final printed agreement of June 10, 1861 signed in Poughkeepsie included 
the requirement that except in case of actual sickness said James Renwick, Jr. is to 
render his own personal services in all cases. The final design, drawings of which 
are in the college library, shows projecting pavilions at either end of a central axis 
which is dominated by a larger, more important central pavilion. This central 
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pavilion, whose main entrance on the principal floor was reached by an elegant 
divided staircase anticipating the interior divided stairs, contained the reception 
rooms of the college, the library on the second floor (third story) and the art gal-
lery on the third floor (fourth story). It housed classrooms, laboratories and the 
residence of the lady principal. A projecting wing at the rear housed kitchens 
below the dining room, and a two story chapel above it. That Renwick chose to 
place the boilers for hot water and steam in a separate building removed from 
Main was considered an advanced design in reducing threat of fire. The north 
and south projecting pavilions provided professor's apartments, and suites for 
the students occupied the connecting wings. 

The exterior of the building is made entirely of brick save the blue freestone 
accents of the capstones and string courses. Paired pilasters emphasize the 
pavilion corners and a variety of dormers enliven the steep pitched roof. In 
recessing and projecting the wall planes, by relieving them at the angle of the 
main horizontal core by matching towers scarcely less tall than the 95 feet of the 
central mansard, Renwick's use of French Renaissance forms well served his 
intention to make the mass of the building, 500 feet in width, both intelligible 
and commanding. 

The war however dictated changes and substitutions. In an eight-page docu-
ment, also handwritten, dated New York, June 18, 1864, Renwick addresses the 
Building and Executive Committee of the College with an explanation of the 
changes. Ash is substituted for yellow pine "for reasons well known, namely the 
impossibility of procuring Yellow Pine owing to the blockade of the Ports of 
Georgia & N Carolina by our government." Additional costs have been incurred 
by the contractor for black walnut "since the demand for walnut for gun stocks 
by the Government has caused an increase in price far more than either Pine or 
ash . . . materials used by the contractor have cost him 20 per cent more in 1864 
than materials specified would have cost in 1861." Also "the labor has cost him 
double." 

Some substitutions were made on aesthetic grounds only; "All the capstones 
of all the pilasters of the whole building are of cut flag stone instead of bricks. 
The contractor did this without the knowledge of the Committee to make the 
work more durable & perfect." And the zinc which Renwick had recommended 
for the gutters were replaced by No. 24 galvanized iron at a very large increase of 
price, for the purpose of making the building as perfect as possible. However 
Renwick recommends that the contractor be paid for the increased prices caused 
mainly "by the peculiar state of the country." 

From the inception to completion Matthew Vassar concerned himself with the 
details of the building. In April 1862 he writes to Renwick, "You say Zinc is 
entirely used in France & Belgium for exterior metallic decorations! why not then 
should we adopt it? however let us ascertain the difference in cost (from granite 
and marble)." In the same letter Vassar expresses his concern "that we will have 
an early spring as Mr. Harloe (the builder) will require a long favorable building 
season to roof the college ere the Snow and frost sets in." In concluding the letter 
he suggested that Renwick show to the Professor, "your honored father", an 
issue of a recent journal which had mentioned the new college. 

On June 27, 1865, Vassar wrote to trustee Bishop that "the erection of the Col-
lege edifice . . . will soon be completed and its interior life as a great educational 
establishment will begin." With Vassar as patron, Renwick accomplished his 
elaborately pavilioned, U-shaped Main Building in the four difficult years set 
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aside for its construction. It stands today as a testament to these men and an 
adornment to Dutchess County. 

Bibliography 
Linner, Edward R. Vassar: The Remarkable Growth of a Man and his College, 1855-1865. 

Ed. Elizabeth A. Daniels. (Poughkeepsie: Vassar College, 1984). 

Renwick's existing drawings provide details of the building that no longer exist. For 
example, there are drawings which show the double staircase leading to the main entrance 
on the second floor that was removed in 1893 when the Frederick Ferris Thompson Annex 
was added to the front of the building to solve crowding in the library. Although the 
annex was removed in 1957, the stairs were never restored. The original plans also show 
detailing over the windows of an entwined "VC" that was never implemented. (see draw-
ing). According to Sandra Phillips, curator of the Vassar College Art Gallery, "These 
floor plans, elevations, and details possess an aesthetic sensitivity not usually found in 
architectural plans. In many, the draftsman applied touches of pastel wash — rose colors 
or blue tints — which give added definition to the drawings. " Photograph courtesy Vassar 
College Library. Photograph by Douglas Baz. 
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Fat zz Res (RoeccThi
Sloveniam PrieeR 

of a MissioL CThiith 
in Poughkeepeie 256 

Father John Zaplotnik, editor 

Father George Reg (1822-1877), from Porece (Portschach), Slovenian Carinthia, was 
pastor of Chicago's largest German parish during the Civil War. 
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G eorge Res (Roesch) was born on April 12, 1822 in Porece on the Adriatic 
Sea in what was then the Hapsburg Empire and is today northwestern 
Yugoslavia. In 1847 he was ordained as a priest by Bishop Anton Martin Slomsek 
and served as an assistant pastor in several Slovenian parishes just south of the 
present day Austrian-Yugoslav border. 

When Bishop Frederic Baraga briefly returned from America to his homeland, 
Slovenia, in 1854 and invited Slovenian priests to join him as missionaries in the 
United States, Father George Reg, and his brother, Father Joseph Reg, left 
Carinthia and accompanied Bishop Baraga to the New World. Unlike Baraga and 
many other Slovenian American missionaries at that time, the Reg' brothers were 
not working among the Indians. Father George Reg, having been fluent in 
German as well as Slovenian (as were most other educated Slovenians at that 
time), decided to remain in the New York diocese where he was to minister to the 
spiritual needs of German Americans. 

On April 10, 1856, or slightly less than two years after his arrival in America, he 
wrote a lengthy letter to the famous Slovenian Bishop Anton Martin Slomgek 
whom he had known in Carinthia and who was an ardent supporter of Catholic 
Missions in America, for these were the times when nearly every church in 
Slovenia had a special collection box for American Indians. After having apolo-
gized for not having written earlier, Father Reg described his initial experiences 
and impressions of America, which may be of interest to students of the 
American past, as well as to other readers. Here is the letter of Father Reg to 
Bishop Slomgek: 

I hope you won't be upset with me if my first letter sounds like begging, but even 
in Munich we were told that missionaries are the biggest beggars. This discouraged 
us, and we now see that it is true . . . 

lam now in Poughkeepsie, a city of 14 to 16 thousand residents, 75 miles north 
of New York City. The parish is in the New York diocese. It is German, and was 
without a regular pastor for several months. The parishioners come from all parts of 
Germany. 

There are 40 to 50 pupils in our school. Our piece of land is large and conveniently 
located, but we don't yet have a real church, but only a small building we use for a 
church. It is built of boards, thinly covered by bricks inside, and the ceiling is no 
higher than in an ordinary room — some eight feet. 

This is what we call a church — with no foundation, no steeple, like a workshop. 
Only a wooden cross, like the ones we placed on the graves of beggars in Europe, 
shows that it is a Catholic house of God. No little church in the vast Lavantine 
[Slom§ek's] diocese is so insignificant or so poor as our church in Poughkeepsie. 

Saddest of all is the fact that, because we have no school building, the young 
must attend classes in this so-called church. The children make noise in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament (though it is covered); they frequently relieve themselves, and 
thus defile a holy place, which breaks a priest's heart and disturbs the best 
parishioners. 

On top of this is the sorrow that most of the parishioners are very poor, and have 
no hope of building a real church, let alone a school. 

We honestly believe that only a small amount of aid would help us a geat deal, 
enabling us to raise the existing structure 12 to 14 feet and put a foundation under 
it, and lower the surrounding land by four to six feet. We would have both church 
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and school in the same building, and the church itself would be 12 to 16 feet high. 
Such a height would lessen the frequently intolerable sultriness. It is common in 
this country for schools to be under churches. How much the people would like to 
do this for themselves! But current expenses — support of the sacred services, sup-
port of the priest and teacher, and payment of interest on the debts — give the 
parish enough to be concerned about. 

If any parish at all needs help, it is ours. It is constantly necessary to ask the 
people for money, and many find this an excuse to neglect their sacred duties. Sup-
port for us would have a widespread good influence, because we are located in a 
place where such help would be extensively noticed. 

Europe has magnificent churches, furnished with all they need and much that 
they do not need. Here we struggle with shortages of even the basic necessities. If I 
could often soften the heart of some well-to-do European, particularly in the 
Austrian Empire, to help us — in the name of our parishioners and their children! 
We would be forever indebted to him and remember him with fervent prayers. 

Please don't think that I am criticizing my home diocese. Not at all. If every 
diocese were as well-run as the Lavantine [in Slovenia], the Catholic world would 
be very fortunate. But I am turning to various missionary societies and to well-
known charitable magnates in Europe to humbly ask for help to remodel our 
building. Jam asking Your Grace to help me obtain this help. The Vicar General for 
Germans, the Most Rev. John Raffeiner, will sign for me, as I am under his author-
ity. His signature as well as my priestly character will guarantee that the funds will 
be scrupulously used. 

I would be truly happy if I could finish the work this summer. I know of a place 
where German missionaries came to say Mass, and the only building available was 
the school. In the winter only a few people could get there; in the summer the heat 
was unbearable. After Christmas they built a church over the school, which even 
now barely accommodates all the faithful. 

I, too, would like to succeed, yet, will my pleas be heard? I will write to the 
Leopoldine Society, the Ludwig Society in Munich, and to Emperor Ferdinand I in 
Prague. If I would receive a total of 300 American dollars, I could carry out my 
plans for the parish successfully. If Europe's wealthy only realized the plight of 
such parishes as ours, and of their spiritual leaders, they would have mercy on us. 

Now, something else. As America is in small things, so it is in general. So, I will 
describe my surroundings. I am living in a strange house because we do not yet 
have a rectory. The owners of the house are in a mixed marriage, married outside 
the Church. He is a Catholic, but also a Freemason; the woman has a tongue like a 
sword. It is easy to understand how such a situation damages a priest's good name. 

A widowed convert is my housekeeper. An Irish Catholic "grass widow", whose 
husband is in Canada with a so-called second wife, lives above me. Mixed marriages 
are not uncommon. You can easily understand how difficult it is to deal with such 
people in the confessional. Their conviction is: We all believe in one and the same 
God. (So does the devil!) 

Next to me is a German Catholic innkeeper, who never sees the inside of a 
church. His neighbor is a shoemaker, Catholic in name only, who literally devours 
priests, Across the street is a recently abandoned brothel. Next to it is a fallen-away 
Catholic family, and then, finally, a faithful Catholic family where the wife is a 
convert. 

Our German Catholic Church is near the German-Methodist one. We can hear 
the preacher's voice over here. There are about 16 churches in our community of 
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believers: one each Irish Catholic, German Catholic, German-Methodist, Metho-
dist-Episcopal and Presbyterian; two or three Anglo-Methodist; two each 
Episcopal, Dutch Reformed Baptist, Congregationalist, and Universalist. These 
last believe that everyone will be saved. 

We can't dress as priests as we could in Germany or Austria. We also miss special 
devotions. And, to hell with the English language! Not one word is pronounced as 
it is written. Those who do not learn this quacking at their mother's breast rarely 
learn it completely. 

Finally, Father Re § sent his regards and those of the American missions to 
Bishop Slom§ek and the Lavantine diocese and gave his address: "George 
Roesch, Pastor of the German Catholic Church, Poughkeepsie, N.Y., U.S., 
North America." 

The church of Father Re § was the Nativity Church founded in 1852 at 162 
Union Street.' Father Re § had made the necessary preparations to build a new 
church in Poughkeepsie but he never built it. On May 5, 1859, a New York paper 
reported that he had obtained a successor, so that he could enter the Redemp-
torist novitiate at Annapolis, Maryland. In 1860, he took his vows as a Redemp-
torist, or Ligourian, priest and became assistant and, in 1862, pastor of 
St. Michael's Parish in Chicago. He was also installed as superior of the Redemp-
torist monastery. 

While he was pastor and superior at St. Michael's, the largest German parish 
of Chicago, during the turbulent Civil War period, the Chicago area Slovenians 
also attended St. Michael's Church. One of them was the merchant Anton 
Zagar, who had lived in Chicago for ten years, and who, on April 3, 1865, wrote 
to Zgodnja Danica, A Slovenian religious magazine published in Ljubljana, to 
describe the conditions in Chicago. In his words, Chicago 

has 200,000 residents, and over 100 churches. . .1 give Zgodnja Danica to 
Fr. George Rd, Redemptorist superior at St. Michael's Church. This venerable 
man is a Carinthian from Celovec . . . He is very happy to receive Zgodnja Danica. 
He has a brother in New York State, who also receives Danica. Here in Chicago 
there are also ten Camiolans [natives of the Slovenian province of Carniola], all 
home owners with families. They are not as rich as has been mentioned in your 
paper, but most are well off because they have worked hard and are able to provide 
comfortable Christian lives for their families. Besides these there are about 100 
more, peddlers in the northwest area, who come to Chicago for three or four months 
to buy supplies. 

In 1868, Father Re § was transferred to St. Joseph and then to the Holy 
Redeemer Parish, in Rochester, N.Y. In 1871, he returned to St. Michael's Parish 
in Chicago, and in 1873, he was sent to St. Alphonse Parish in Baltimore, Md., 
where he died on April 6, 1877, not yet 55 years old. 

Father Re § worked hard among America's Germans for the preservation and 
propagation of the Catholic faith. That was his primary contribution to America. 
All honest people liked him. They respected him because of his personal virtues; 
and his fellow Redemptorists especially valued his good judgment. 

In his spare time, Fr. Re § enjoyed astronomy, and frequently taught the subject 
to parishioners and students. He was also a writer. When he was in Poughkeep-
sie, he wrote articles about baptismal names, church ceremonies, collections, 
book reviews, etc. It is possible that he wrote more after he became a Redemp-
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torist. His articles were popular, clear, interesting, and up-to-date. Even today a 
person could benefit from reading them. 

Endnote 
Courtesy Mrs. James C. Davison, Poughkeepsie 

1. The Church of the Nativity of Our Lord is no more. Nativity was the Roman Catholic 
Church that the pastor, Father Roesch, wrote home about in April, 1856. Parishioners 
heard it would close in 1962 and it was razed to the ground in 1969. 

The German Catholics who settled in Poughkeepsie around 1850 first attended what was 
then the only Catholic church in the city (St. Peter's). But they longed for the word of God 
in their native tongue. Consequently, Rev. Joseph Schaefer, a Redemptorist, was invited 
from New York to minister to their needs. These stalwart pioneers organized themselves 
and founded the St. Michael's Society in 1852 which raised enough funds to purchase 
property on Union Street. On this land they erected a frame building to serve both as 
church and school. Archbishop Hughes of New York appointed Father Joseph Tanzer as 
the Pastor of the Parish of the Nativity of Our Lord. A year and a half later followed his 
successor, Rev. George Roesch, who labored four years under adverse conditions. (See 
The Catholic Church in Dutchess County, edited by Rev. Peter J. Cody, 1983). 

Today if you go to the block on Union Street between South Perry and South Bridge 
Streets you will still see the building that was the Nativity School on the corner of South 
Perry and Union Streets where Healthshield is presently located. Next to it, where the 
church once stood, is a parking lot. 

Reprinted by permission from Msgr. John Zaplotnik, "Glimpses of the Past: 
Father George Res (Roesch)," translated by Joann Birsa in Edward Gobetz (ed.), 
Slovenian Heritage, Vol. I, Willoughby Hills, Ohio (Slovenian Research Center of 
America) 1981. 
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Gleanings From The 
New York State Fair of 1844 

At Poughkeepsie 
Clifford M. Buck 

The annual New York State Fair was held just once at Poughkeepsie. That 
was in the year 1844 on September 17th, 18th and 19th. The New York State 
Agricultural Society had held its first fair in Syracuse in 1841 and then had 
moved it to Albany and to Rochester in the following two years. After holding 
the fourth fair at Poughkeepsie the site continued to be shifted annually about 
the state until 1890. Then it was returned permanently to Syracuse. 

I discovered a reference to the 1844 State Fair at Poughkeepsie in a diary pre-
served by the Dutchess County Historical Society in its collections at the Clinton 
House. This diary for the years 1844-1847 was written by Alson Ward, son of 
Joshua and Ann Monfort Ward. Their house and mill were on the west side of 
Traver Road just north of the Town of LaGrange line. Alson Ward was 21 in 1844. 
Note the following entries: 

September 16, 1844. Spent the day around the house Father went to Pokeepsie 
with peaches butter & became a member of the State Fair to commence tomorrow 
and continue three days. 

September 17. Spent the day at Pokeepsie at the Fair not much to be seen except-
ing dust it being perhaps as dusty as it ever was on the Dutchess Turnpike. They 
were preparing mostly today. 
September 18,. Spent the day at the Fair at Pokeepsie Father and Aunt Mary 
Angell went in one wagon. Carpenter, Mary and myself in the other got in com-
pany with Harry Sleight and Miss Gidley, there were perhaps the greatest gather-
ing Pokeepsie ever experienced it being estimated as near as they were able by tickets 
& at one hundred and forty or fifty thousand persons. (a very high estimate) The 
ten acre lot was well filled. 

September 19. Spent the day at the Fair not as many people as yesterday but suf-
ficient to make it pleasant at three oclock Mr. Bancroft delivered his oration which 
was a splendid thing Mr VanBuren (ex-President Martin Van Buren) and many 
other great men were on the platform. 

It was the Alson Ward diary which led me to look for further information on 
the Fair. I looked for a newspaper write-up and found one in the Poughkeepsie 
Journal Eagle (Volume 60 of the Journal and Volume 17 of the Eagle for Saturday, 
September 21, 1844). It was a very lengthy article, considering that news items in 
those days were usually very short. Because this news article is such a valuable 
source of information about domestic, agricultural and business life in Dutchess 

Clifford M. Buck, co-author of "Eighteenth Century Documents of the Nine Partners 
Patent, Dutchess County, New York," is a life-long resident of Salt Point and has con-
tributed to the Yearbook for many years. 
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County and in New York State, the full text is presented below: 

THE STATE FAIR 
The annual and entertaining affair came off in this place Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Thursday of this week, and was attended as usual by an immense concourse of 
people. The numbers on the ground were generally estimated at 25,000 and by some 
higher. 

The first day was devoted to the trial of agricultural implements, the second and 
third to the exhibition of stock, manufactures &, and the ploughing match, and the 
awarding of premiums. 

The grounds were remarkably well managed and everything as well regulated as 
the most fastidious could desire. The exhibitions in all articles of agriculture, horti-
culture, stock, manufactures, &, came up to the highest expectations of the Society. 

To describe the various articles in detail, is of course out of the question, as it 
would require columns to do it, and besides owing to the immense crowd that con-
tinually thronged the buildings, especially where articles attracted most attention, 
made it very difficult to obtain a sufficient view of things to describe with any 
minuteness their various qualities. 

Everything passed off in good feeling and without the least disturbance or dis-
order. Notwithstanding the great numbers in attendance and the constant passage 
of teams in all directions, not the least accident happened. We could but regret that 
owing to the political excitement of the day, most of the prominent men of this and 
the neighboring states were kept away by their political engagements, who would 
otherwise have been present, and added much to the interest of the affair. 

We have endeavored, however, to give a list of the articles which appeared most 
attractive, but have doubtless omitted many equally entitled to notice, but as we are 
enabled also to give a list of the premiums, we think that both will be tolerably com-
plete, and give the reader a pretty correct idea of the chief articles presented. 

AT THE LADIES HOME 
Seven ears corn, 15 inches long by Mrs. C. C. VanWyck, Fishkill. 
Silk Quilts by Mrs. H. Stetson, made of 2676 pieces. 
Piano Cover by Mrs. J.M. Miller, Huxton, Cortland Co. 
A large variety of fruit, from P.N. --- Flushing, L.I. 
A splendid Ottoman worked by Mrs. J. Reynolds Jr, Poughkeepsie. 
Table spread. 
A Bed Spread with a splendid eagle and flower pot; motto -- "United States, Agri-
culture, Manufactures, and Commerce" by Polly B. Westcott, Saratoga Co. 
Embroidered work bags by Miss Hannah L. Sherman, Milton, Ulster Co. 
Ottoman by Miss Mary Sherwood, Fishkill. 
Ottoman by Miss Eliza R. Davies 10 yrs old Poughkeepsie. 
Ottoman by Miss E. Cornell of Poughkeepsie. 
Ottoman by Miss Mary L. Simpson of Poughkeepsie. 
Ottoman by Miss Oliva Thomas of Poughkeepsie. 
A splendid bedspread by Mrs. I. Tuckerman, seventy years of age, Poughkeepsie. 
Needle work fire screen, by F.J. Butts, Newburgh. 
Shell box by Mary Harris, Pine Plains, several thousand shells. 
Flower Pot by Margaret and Mary Harris, Pine Plains. 
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Domestic ingrain carpet, made by braided piece work, by Mrs Dorothy York aged 59 
years, of Ulster County. 
A set false teeth by R G Holmes, Poughkeepsie. 
Case of hair work, J. Gray. 
Two splendid pianos, by Louis Wiethan, Poughkeepsie. 
A great variety of Rugs, Bedspreads, Gloves, Moccasins, buckskin gloves by 
B. Thinnes, Pokeepsie. 
Beautiful books, by John E Eisel, Pokeepsie. 
A great variety of Needle Work, the greatest display in the Ladies Home, consisting 
of slippers, ottoman covers, lace, work bags, astral stand cushions. 
Needle Work by Miss Lydia Vassar, Po'keepsie. 
Needle work, "Rebecca carried away by the Templar," by Mary J. Sisson. 
Musaie Chair, by Mrs. E.P. Livingston Po'keepsie, a splendid article. 
An Ancient Temple, by Harriet R. Morgan. 
Splendid vase of Flowers, by Mary Anna Ham, Pine Plains. 
Needle Work, by Miss Bailey, Po'keespie. 
A green worsted work Lamp Stand by Miss Cornelia Bowne, Po'keepsie. 
Ottoman, by L and M Pierce Po'. 
An eagle set in an arch of evergreen; Motto "Protect the Fair." 
Great variety of stockings. 
Case of Reeled Silk, by Ira Howland, Pleasant Valley. 
Worked Table Spread, by Mrs A.H. Hallock, Westmoreland. 
Cocoons, by J.C. Church, Po. 
Table Spread by Miss Mary R. Deaton, PO. 
Two elegant Rifles, by Wright & Palmateer, PO. 
Variety of agri tools by Comstock & Johnson, Rome. 

FLORAL HALL 
Dahlia Pyramid, by W. Hosack, Hyde Park. 
Four large lemons, by Nathaniel Powel, Po. 
Three varieties of cranberries, by Edgar Sleight, Fishkill. 
Choice fruits of various kinds, by Jas Mills, John M. Nelson, H.J. Swift, Po. and 
P.R. Sleight, LaGrange. 
Strawberries, by Mrs. Chas. Carman, Po. 
Mammoth beets and currants, by T. N. Hoffman, Po'keepsie. 
Wreath of dahlias, by Mrs. Broom, Po. 
Dahlia tower, by Mrs. Richards, Po. 
Hemp braided bonnet, Esther A. Barker, Po., braided in imitation of Leghorn, 
splendid article. 
100 varieties of fruit, by B. W. North, Po. 
Peaches, by Wm Worrel, Po. 
Flower Pyramid, by U. Kelley 
Po'keepsie pins 

MANUFACTURERS LODGE 
Case of Locks &, W.B. West, Po'keepsie. 
17 pieces Matteawan goods, W. B. Leonard, a fine specimen of home manufacturers. 
Middlesex woolen goods, by Bowne, Trowbaide & Co. 
Carpets and Rugs, by C.M. Pelton, Po'keepsie. 
Thompsonville Carpets, by Bowne & Co. 
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Brussels Carpets, by A. Ross, Po'keepsie. 
Brick Machine, by Beger & Gifford, Troy. 
Axe Machine, by R. C. Southwick, Po'keepsie. 
Carpenters Tools, by 1.1. Styles, Kingston. 
Model of M. Vassar's & Co's Brewery. 
Willow Ware, from the Institute for the Blind, N.Y. 
Cordage, by WA. Faning, Po'keepsie. 
Hay and Cotton Press, by Wm Jewett Jr. 
Same by J.H.P. G. Yelverton, Po'keepsie. 
Same by Dedrich, Claverack. 
Oil Cloths, S. V. Frost & son, Po'keepsie. 

FARMERS HALL 
Carriages, by H. Palmer, Poughkeepsie. 
Same by Whitney and Davis, Poughkeepsie. 
Same by John H. Wood, Poughkeepsie. 
Row boat, by Mr. Chambers, Poughkeepsie. 
Stoves, fifty or more, many of them splendid specimens of combined skill and 
economy, by Smith Lockwood & Co., and of Wager and Dater of Troy, McCary & 
Co., Judson of Rhinebeck; A. G. Coffin & Son, Low and Bradley, and Isaac Tice of 
Poughkeepsie. 

FARMERS IMPLEMENTS 
Among the Farming Implements we noticed Fanning Mills of superior finish by 

J. T. Grant & Co., Schaghticoke, Rensselaer County; also by D. Bryan, Northeast, 
Dutchess County and F. Dodge, Watertown. 
Several dozen fine Cast Steel Pitch Forks, by Taylor, Buttolph & CO., West 
Stockholm, St Lawrence County. 
A Vegetable Cutter and Corn Sheller, made by Adriance and Caller, Poughkeepsie. 
Straw Cutters of all shapes and patents were exhibited by Wm Hover, Worcester, 
Mass; Thomas P. Thorne, Fishkill Landing; George Smithson, Poughkeepsie; 
S. Armstrong, Poughkeepsie. 
Endless Chain Horse Power, Arnold & Frost, Poughkeepsie. 
Allen's Portable Horse Power Corn Sheller, Milton, Ulster county. 
A patent Corn Sheller, by Francis N. Smith, Kinderhook. 
A Dog machine for churning Butter attracted a crowd of visitors. It was exhibited 
by Brewster & Drake, Hyde Park. 
Horse Rakes of every conceivable pattern were exhibited by G. White, Middlefield, 
Otsego County; Z. Dewey East Poultney, Vt.; W.R. Stoddard Cayuga Co. 
Of Ploughs there were of the make of Isaac Tice, Poughkeepsie, (several kinds); 
P. F. Proseus, Valatie,; B. Langdon, Troy; with cast iron beam, by Anthony & 
Morrison, Troy. 
A Cast Iron Corn Sheller of peculiar construction, and we doubt not of great utility, 
of the make of Isaac Tice. 
A clover machine, made by B.H. Hart, LaGrange, also a clover gathering machine. 
A model plan of the Cow Stables, now in use by Peter Van Vliet, Newburgh. 
A new fashioned Harrow, by John Wilkinson, Union Vale. 

Among the entries at the Fair may be put down the Farmers Car from Hyde 
Park. It was 25 feet long, 8 feet wide and 6 feet high, drawn by ten yoke of beautiful 
working cattle. The body was designed and executed under the direction of James 
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Bowman, Esq, the decorations designed by Mrs D. B. Fuller, and executed under 
the direction of Mrs F. and Mrs J. M. Wheeler. It was loaded with every species of 
grain, fruit and vegetables, all the produce of the town of Hyde Park. It contained 
also a flag staff 25 feet high and made a fine appearance. 

One of the most prominent and interesting objects which attracted our notice in 
this immense assemblage of the products of the American soil and brain was a 
Temple dedicated to Agriculture and the Arts, under the direction of Alexander 
Walsh, Esq., to whose taste the Society is indebted for this unique ornament, which 
consists of three arches dedicated to three of the most productive classes of our wide 
spread population. The central arch is dedicated to Agriculture, that on the right to 
Horticulture and that on the left to Manufacturers. They are severally denominated 
coat of arms, the new and better Heraldry — better — well may we say, since their 
end and object is the happiness and improvement of man; while the old and blood 
thirsty heraldry clearly prefigures its origin and aim by the devices it has chosen, 
We deem, however, that the day is not far distant when the heraldric device of the 
brawny arm and hammer will be greeted with respect, while that of the bloody hand 
and sword will meet with merited contempt. The shortness of our stay and the 
crowd of visitants around the Lion of the Fair, prevents the possibility of our giving 
more than a faint impression of the effects it left on our mind. It afforded us the 
greatest pleasure however to observe in the central arch a beautiful engraving of the 
late Judge Buel, one of the early advocates of agricultural improvements, and an 
esteemed friend of the originator of this structure. Near this was to be seen speci-
mens of wool, raised by the late H.D. Grove Esq., the introducer of Electrical sheep 
into our country. Stretched across the Agricultural arch is beautiful festoons of 
wheat, rye, broom corn, oats &, partially shading beautiful paintings of the 
improved breed of cattle, while the following motto suspended from the festoons, 
showed what pleasing results may be expected from attention to improving our 
Agriculture. "Those nations which have been most distinguished for their love of 
husbandry, whether of the garden of the farm, have always been the most 
prosperous." 

There are also specimens of rice, hemp, madder, cotton, &; products of the east, 
west, north, and south. In the same arch are to be seen drawings of the plough used 
in Egypt, a clumsy wooden instrument, drawn by an ass and a mule, in juxta-
position the plough of our country combining the latest improvements and drawn 
by oxen, clearly showing the truth of the motto: "The improved plough and its 
accompaniments — the only true sources of wealth and evidences of civilization." 

The Cornucopia was not forgotten, being placed near a diminutive but highly 
decorated plough, and teeming with the rich products of the earth, as a token of the 
bountiful harvest vouchsafed to us by the giver of all good and seeming to say to the 
beholder, "Be grateful for Devine goodness" and for all the calm delights of rural 
life. Near by was the motto: The Farmer who converts "the sword into a plow 
share" believes with John Quincy Adams that "universal and permanent peace 
belongs to the laws of Nature and of Nature's God." 

In a conspicuous place of this same arch was displayed to view the motto: "We 
love nature, fields, flocks, the grain gathering, the hay making, the flowers, and all 
that blooms and grows." 

This was surmounted by a beautiful engraving in its figure and scenery most 
appropriately accordant with the sentiments of the motto, and as it were embodying 
them to the sight, and also surrounded by the richest and rarest products of our 
soil. 
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On the base of this arch was a collection of books appropriate to the farmer and 
gardner. Among these books were some recent volumes of the Cultivator and other 
works, the last works of the gifted mind of Willis Gaylord Esq., whose writings 
have conferred lasting benefits upon the farmer. The motto is in keeping "The rich 
fruits of the husbandman 's toil are to become yet richer and more abundant! the 
New York State Agricultural Society are preparing for this result by their recent 
efforts to introduce agricultural and horticultural works into the common schools 
and district libraries throughout the Union." We now pass to the Horticultural 
arch — a fit ornament to grace Flora's hall — tastefully stretched across this portion 
of the temple are festoons of the silk cocoons, evergreens, flowers, fruits, &, and its 
right column wreathed and encased with gorgeous displays of Dahlias and the body 
of the arch was decked with ornamental and classic figures, vases, & which cannot 
be looked upon without enkindling the desire of adding to our literary attainments a 
knowledge of botany, a study hitherto much neglected. The whole forming an array 
that could not fail to strike every beholder with admiration of the useful and beauti-
ful. In the midst of the flowers was the following and charming and appropriate 
motto: "Not useless are ye flowers, tho' made for pleasure, roaming o'er fields and 
wood, by day and night, from every source your presence bids me treasure, harm-
less delight." surrounded by an engraving representing a beautiful female, herself 
adorned as to her head and form with clusters and wreaths of native and exotic 
flowers. 

On the left of the column was appropriately placed the motto: "When the 
inspired writer sets forth the grounds upon which the title of King Solomon to pre-
eminent wisdom was founded, he placed knowledge of plants foremost and most 
conspicuous among natural objects." 

On the other side of the Agricultural Arch, as has already been mentioned, 
stands the structure in honor of our manufacturers, young as yet, but while looking 
upon the substantial cottons and fabrics of wool, the sources of comfort to the labor-
ing man, and the superior agricultural implements now all around us, we are led to 
anticipate that our Silk youth will ere long attain the giant manhood. In the midst 
of the Silks was the motto: "Silk — soon to become an important branch of 
American industry and national wealth." The former importers of the coarse 
cottons of India, the bafters, the gurraws &, would scarcely have credited the tale of 
the astonishing change in the quality and prices of the goods destined to take the 
place of the coarse article, and that American cotton would be valued and sought for 
even in India and other parts of the eastern continent. A change which is now wit-
nessed by us, and so speedily brought about by the magic power of machinery and 
the ingenuity and perseverance of American workmen. And so indeed the time was 
when our Dutch ancestors thought that brick must be imported from Germany for 
building houses and paving sidewalks, our clay being, as they thought, an inferior 
article; but "truth is the daughter of time" that dissipates delusions, — it is found 
that our clay will make good brick, and that our workmen with them can form mag-
nificent structures; and so it is found that American cottons are quite equal, if not 
superior, to foreign fabrics in quality, while they are furnished at so moderate prices 
that the laborer who now earns his six shillings per diem can dress with greater 
neatness and comfort than many who in former days were reputed wealthy. 

The great variety and beauty of the American prints here exhibited impress the 
mind still more deeply in relation to American skill; and the former importers just 
referred to, to whom the story of our cotton goods seemed as a dream, must, on 
looking at these prints, be almost ready to think themselves transported to some 
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fairy land. 
The beautifyl array of surgical implements, pen-knives, &, reminds us that we 

have now a Sheffield of our own, and need not run across the ocean for articles of 
hardware. 

In the judicious arrangement of the articles Mr. W. must have had fresh in mind 
the well-known sentiment of Jefferson, who inculcated the propriety of placing the 
manufacturer by the side of the agriculturist. 

Leaving a description of the tout ensemble to those whose longer stay gives them 
ampler means of doing it justice, we conclude our hasty notice of this portion of it by 
giving the motto: "For things are more cheering to the real friends of agriculture 
than the depots which are thronging in upon us from the different parts of our wide 
country — the success which has attended the numerous Agricultural Fairs, the 
enthusiasm which they exhibit in the great cause of Agriculture and Domestic 
Industry, must be considered as among the most favorable indications that the 
cause is progressive, and the course of the friends of improvement still onward. The 
County Societies generally and in particular the State Agricultural Society, have 
made evident advance in the public favor, and consequently in their widespread 
usefulness." 

PREMIUMS AWARDED 
PLOUGHING MATCH 

William H. Worrell, Poughkeepsie $15 
Peter F. Proceus, Kinderhook 12 
Valentine Hallock, Milton, Ulster Co. 10 
E.B. Smith, Poughkeepsie 6 
Elias Westervelt, Poughkeepsie Transactions 

PLOUGHMEN 
John Day, ploughman, Land No. 8, Lithgow 3 
James East, ploughman Land No. 4 Po'keepsie 3 

TRIAL OF PLOWS 
Howard Delano, Onondaga, Drained Plow #4 15 
Thos D. Bunell, Geneva, shell Wheeled Plow silver M 
W. W. Chase, Amsterdam, Montgomery Co Plow 

discretionary premium 5 
M.D. & T.H. Coddington of Rochester, Am 

PLOWS-DYNAMONETERS 
W.M. Chase, Amsterdam 15 
J.D. Burrull, Geneva 7 
Mr Seymour, Hartford, Ct Dip 
Thomas Wiard, Livingston Gang of Plows 15 

CATTLE CLASS I 
Geo Vail, Troy 20 
C.F. Crosby, Albany 15 
Thos Oliver, Westchester Co. 10 
Corning and Sotham, Albany 
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COWS 
James Lenox, Poughkeepsie 20 
E.P. Premiss, Albany 15 
Duncan Robinson, Fishkill 10 
Roswell Pell, Pelham Far, 6 

CATTLE CLASS H 
3 YEAR OLD BULLS 

Geo Vail, Troy 15 
D. D. Campbell, Schenectady 10 
R. Donaldson, Red Hook Diploma 

2 YEAR OLD BULLS 
C. F. Crosby, Watervliet 10 
Geo Vail, Troy 5 
Mr Salisbury, Catskill Diploma 

1 YEAR OLD BULLS 
Thos Oliver, Sing Sing 10 
J.F. Sheaf, High Cliff, Dutchess Co. 10 
James Lenox, Netherwood, Dutchess Co. Dip 

BULL CALVES 
C.N. Bement, Albany 5 
Geo Vail, Troy Dip 

COWS 3 YEARS OLD AND UPWARD 
J. F. Sheafe, High Cliff, Dutchess Co. 15 
Geo Vail, Troy 10 
J.S. Sheaf, High Cliff Dip 

HEIFERS 2 YEARS OLD 
E.P. Prentiss, Albany 10 
Same 5 
D.B. Fuller, Hyde Park Dip 

HEIFERS 1 YEAR OLD 
Geo Dakin, Northeast 10 
D.C. Campbell, Schenectady 5 
Wm Kelley, Rhinebeck Diploma 

HEIFER CALVES 
Geo Vail, Troy 5 
C.N. Bement, Troy Diploma 

CATTLE CLASS HI 
HEREFORD BULLS 2 YEARS OLD 

Corning & Sotham, Albany 15 

BULL CALVES 
Corning & Sotham, Albany 10 

COWS 
Corning & Sotham, Albany 15 
Same 10 
Same Diploma 
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2 YEAR OLD HEIFERS 
Corning & Sotham, Albany 10 

YEARLING HEIFERS 
Corning & Sotham, Albany 6 
Same Diploma 

CAT ILE CLASS IV 
L.F. Allen, Black Rock, bull calf 5 

COWS 
D.B. Lent, Poughkeepsie 15 
L.F. Allen, Black Rock 10 

CATTLE CLASS V 
AYSHIRES 

Joel Rathbone, Albany 15 
C.N. Bement, Albany 10 
John Archibald, Montreal 15 

COWS 
Thomas Ellison, New Windsor 15 
Joel Rathbone, Albany 10 
Cornelius Dubois, Poughkeepsie Trans 

GRADE CATTLE CLASS VI 
Duncan Robinson, Fishkill 5 
J. F. Sheafe, Poughkeepsie 3 
Same Dip 

CAT 1LE CLASS VII 
NATIVE COWS 

R. Donaldson, Red Hook 10 
R. S. Pell, Pelham 6 
E. Pratt Dip 

NATIVE BULL 
Hezekiah Smith Trans 

NATIVE CALF 
John G. Parker, Poughkeepsie Trans 

WORKING OXEN AND STEERS 
WORKING OXEN 

Luther Comstock, Oneida Co 5 yr old 15 
Isaac Doty, Clinton, Dutchess Co 6 yr old 10 
Henry D. Grant, Amenia, Dutchess Co 6 yr old Trans 
F W Aikin Renns Co., 5 yr old Diploma 

BEST 3 YOKE WORKING OXEN 
J.S. & W. Wadsworth, Geneseo, Liv Co 15 
D.B. Fuller, Hyde Park, Dut Co 10 

BEST 19 YOKE WORKING OXEN FROM ONE TOWN 
D.B. Fuller, Hyde Park, Dut Co 15 
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3 YEAR OLD STEERS 

I. W. Wheeler, Hyde Park, Dut Co 15 
Chas Westcott, Fishkill, Dut Co 10 

YEARLING STEERS 
Dr. Vanderburgh, Rhinebeck, Dut Co 10 

FAT CATTLE 
Geo Miller, Liv Co 7 yr old 20 
Thos Swift Amenia 5 yr old 15 
Alfred W. Underhill, Po'keepsie 5 yr old 10 
Russell Duquid & Candee Onond Diploma 

FAT OXEN 
D.D. Campbell, Schenectady 5 yr old Durham Ox 15 
Duncan Robinson, Fishkill 4 yr old 10 
Russell Dugurd & Candee Onondaga Trans 

FAT HEIFER 
Martinual Calkins, Chenango Co 5 yr old 15 
Walter Wakeman, Northeast 4 yr old 10 
Dr. Vanderburgh, Rhinebeck 4 yr old Trans 

HORSES 
Wm Salisbury, Catskill 20 
John Greenfield, Newburgh 10 
Silas Belding, Amenia Trans and 6 
A.J. Skidmore, Fishkill Dip and 4 

THREE YEARS OLD 
Calvert Canfield, P. Valley, Dut Co 15 
Jacob Duncan, Union Vale Dut Co 10 
Job Sisson, Washington, Dut Co 6 

SPECIAL PREMIUMS 
Edward Long, Cambridge 6 
David Long, as groom 5 
Ephenectus House, North Salem Diploma 
Wm. H. Ludlow, Claverack Diploma 
C. F. Crosby, Watervliet Diploma 
John Cooper, Po'keepsie Diploma 
Bastion Moore, Columbia Co Diploma 
Stephen V. r. Ableman, Bethleham Diploma 
Corning & Sotham, Albany Diploma 
Benj Petit, Oneida Co Diploma 
Z. W. Ten Broeck, Col Co Diploma 
Aaron Bailey, Cherry Valley and 6 
Samuel VerPlanck, Fishkill Diploma 

BREEDING MARES 
Josiah Williams, Po'keepsie brown mare and bay colt 20 
Isaac I. Frost, Po'keepsie mare and colt 10 
Thomas Dearin, Po'keepsie Diploma 
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DISCRETIONARY PREMIUM 
Moses Clark Bay mare and sorrel colt Dip 
P. Lyon, Washington, Dut Co yearling mare Dip 
Seely C. Roe 2 yr old bay mare Recommended 10 

MATCHED HORSES 
FARM HORSES 

Abm B. Stockholm, Fishkill 10 
Philip Vanderbelt, Fishkill Trans 

MARKET HORSES 
Wm Landon, Albany, sorrel horses 10 
Wm A. Davies, Po'keepsie, bay horses Trans 

SINGLE HORSES 
Dewitt Hasbrook, Orange Co brown horse 10 
Russell Duguld & Candee, Onondaga chestnut Trans 

SPECIAL PREMIUMS 
Benj Van Nort bay horse Trans 
Anthony VanBergen, Coxsackie 3 years old Trans 
Samuel Townsend, Albany Trans 

JACKS AND MULES 
Nathan Coleman, Po'keepsie 10 

SHEEP CLASS I 
Leonard D. Cliff Carmel, Put Co 10 
Thos Dunn, Albany 9 
Nathaniel Halleck, Milton, Ulster Co Diploma 

EWES 
Leonard D. Cliff Cannel 10 
Edward Halleck, Milton, Ulster Co 5 
Henry Meeler, Fishkill Diploma 

BEST PEN 5 LAMBS 
W Culter H Park 5 
Saml B. Sleight, Washington, Dut Co 5 

CLASS H 
Isaac Fowler, Hillsdale, Col Co 10 
J.M.D. McIntyre, Albany 5 
A & J Waite, Orange Co Diploma 

EWES 
S & J Waite, Orange Co 15 
J.M.D. McIntyre, Albany 0 
Edward Halleck, Milton, Ulster Co Diploma 

CLASS III 
BUCKS SAXON 

Chas W. Hall, New Lebanon, Col Co 10 
Abner Brown, Northeast 5 
Saml H. Church Vernon, Oneida Co Diploma 
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EWES SAXON 
Walker Wakeman Northeast 10 
Saml R. Church, Vernon, Oneida 5 
S. B. Crocker, Vernon, Oneida Co Diploma 

BUCK, MERINO 
H.R. Randall, Cortland Co 10 
H. & J. Carpenter, Po'keepsie 5 

EWES, MERINO BEST RUN OR 3 
H. S. Randall, Cortland Co 10 
Same 5 
H & J Carpenter, Po'keepsie Diploma 

BEST PEN OR 5 MERINO LAMBS 
Rawson Hermon, Monroe Co 5 

FAT SHEEP CLASS IV 
J.M.D. McIntyre, Albany 10 
Derick W. Elting, New Paltz 5 

J. C. Haviland Trans 

BEST FINED WOOLED BUCK FROM OTHER STATES 
,Jacob N. Blakesley, Litchfield, Ct 2 vols Trans 
Stephen Atwood, Litchfield, Ct 2 vols Trans 

BEST PEN FINE WOOLED EWES 
Jacob N. Blakesley, Litchfield, Ct 2 vols Trans 

SWINE — BOARS 
Benj H. Hart, LaGrange, Dut Co 10 
James Lenox, Netherwood, Dut Co 5 
C.F. Crosby, Watervliet Dip 

SOWS 
W.A.S. North, Duanesburgh, Schenectady Co 10 
Wm T. Hulse, Blooming Grove 5 
Thomas T. Doughty, Beekman Dip 

FROM UNDER 10 MONTHS NOT LESS THAN 4 
David B. Lent, Po'keepsie 5 
Thomas T. Doughty, Beekman Dip 

WORTHY OF FAVORABLE NOTICE 
Boar and sow of Neapolitan and China breed offered by 

C N Bement, Albany 
A Leicester of John Wilkinson, Dut Co. 

DAIRY BUll ER 
J. Martin, Ulster Co 15 
Hester Ann Travis, Rensselaer Co Silver medal 
Theodore Allen, Dut Co Silver medal 
Nathan Coleman, Dut Co Silver medal 
Caroline L. Cheesman, Dut Co Silver medal 
John Lester, Dut Co Silver medal 
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CHEESE 
H.F. & G. Allen, Schenectady 
L. Fish, Herkimer Co 

15 
Silver medal 

MAPLE SUGAR 
Joel Woodworth, Watertown, Jefferson Co 15 
Wm E. White, Walton, Del Co 10 
Alfred Fitch, Riga, Monroe Co Dip 

SILK 
LARGEST AND BEST LOT 

George Gents, Agent 15 
Clark Avery, 2 lbs sewing 10 
Miss Margretta Hutchinson 5 
Wm Thomas Trans 

REELED SILK 
Ruth S. Carey 10 
Ira Howland 5 
C.B. Cable Dip 

COCOONS 
Ira Howland 
Palmer Cook 
J.C. Church 

10 
5 

Dip 

DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES 
WOOLEN CARPETS 

C.M. Pelton, Poughkeepsie 5 
Same 4 
Same 3 

RAG CARPETS 
Mrs. C. W. Tower, Amenia, Dutchess Co 2 
Mrs Jas Ryan, New Paltz, Ulster Co 2 
J. Palmer, Poughkeepsie 1 

WOOLEN CLOTH 10 YARDS AND UPWARD 
Scofield, Capron Co., Walden, Orange Co 5 
J. Bowen, Pleasant Valley, Dut Co 4 
Titus, Sweet, & Co., Pleasant Valley, Dut Co 1 

CARPET COVERLIDS 
Philip F. Knapp, Beekman 4 
Philip Dubois, New Paltz, Ulster Co 3 
Israel Hall, Fishkill 1 

WOOLEN BLANKETS 
Norman Culver, Arcadia, Wayne Co 5 

LINEN SEWING THREAD 1 LB AND UPWARD 
Peter Crispel Jr, Ulster Co 2 
Norman Culver, Arcadia, Wayne Co 1 
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LINEN DIAPER 10 YARDS AND UPWARD 
Mrs. Russell, Lebanon Springs 5 
Same 4 
Peter Crispel Jr., Ulster Co 3 

LINEN 10 YARDS AND UPWARD 
Mrs. Russell, Lebanon Springs 5 
Peter Crispel Jr., Ulster Co 4 
Derick W. Elting 3 

LINEN KNIT STOCKINGS 
Mrs Freelove Arnold, Dutchess Co 2 
Peter Crispel Jr., Ulster Co 1 
Mrs Vincent M. Townsend Dip 

COTTON KNIT STOCKINGS 
Mrs Charles Thompson, Poughkeepsie 2 
Same 1 
Same Dip 

WOOLEN KNIT STOCKINGS 
S. Basset, Northeast 2 
Mrs. Daniel Washburn, Union Vale 1 
Same Dip 

TOW CLOTH 
Peter Crispel Jr., Ulster Co 1 

HEALTH RUGS 
Charles M. Pelton, Poughkeepsie 5 
Nancy Hull, Livingston Heights, Ulster Co 4 
Lydia Peck, Livingston Heights, Ulster Co 3 

FLANNEL 10 YARDS AND UPWARD 
Mrs. G. W. Heary, Lowville, Lewis Co 5 

FARM IMPLEMENTS 
Farm Wagon — Wm Cox, Stanford Trans 
Farm Horse Cart — John Wilkinson, Union Vale 5 
Horse Rake — Gustavus White, Middlefield, Otsego Co 5 
Horse Rake, Wm H. Stoddard, Cayuga Co Trans 
Grain Cradles — David Flanders, St Lawrence Co 3 
Half doz. Hay Forks, Taylor, Buttolph & Co, St Lawrence Co Dip 
Half Doz Dung Forks — Same Trans 
Harrow — John Wilkinson, Union Vale Trans 
Fanning Mill — J.T. Grant Rens Co Silver medal 
Same — David Bryan, Dutchess Co Trans 
Same — E. Dodge, Jeff Co Dip 
Thrashing Machine — J.A. Taplin, Montpelier, Vt 15 
Same — S.S. Allen, Po'keepsie Trans 
Same — A. Wheeler & Brothers, Columbia Co Dip 
Straw cutter — Wm Hovey, Worcester, Mass Silver medal 
Same — Stephen Armstrong, Po'keepsie Trans 
Same — Thos P. Thorne, Fishkill Dip 
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Cheese Press — Egbert Dodge, Jeff Co 3 
Field Roller — T. D. Burrell, Orleans Co Dip 
Corn Sheller — F. S. Smith, Kinderhook Dip 
12 Bee Hives — Edward Townler, New York 5 
Harvesting Machine — Geo Easterly, Wisconsin Dip 
Hay Press — Dedrick Brother Trans 
Same — J.H.P.G. Yelverton, Po'keepsie Dip 
Washing Machines — Joseph C. Rick, Monroe Co Dip 
Clover Machines — H. Wheeler & Brothers, Columbia Co Dip 
Clover Gatherer — Benjamin N. Hart Dip 
Apple Drier — Gustavus White, Otsego Co Dip 
Churn — David Dakin, Pine Plains Dip 
Cultivator Plough — B. Langdon, Troy 5 
Rut Shears — B. Benedict, Geneseo Dip 
Stump Machine — Roswel H Hall, Owego Silver medal 

IMPROVEMENTS TO AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS 
George Geddes of Geddes, Onondaga C., Improved Harrow 
Roswell H. Hall, Owego, Tioga Co., machine extracting stumps 
J. F. Grant, Schaghticoke, Renns Co., fanning mill 
William Hovey, Worcester, Mass, Hoveye Straw cutter 

VEGETABLES 
Celery — Robert Kelley, Rhinebeck 2 
Cauliflower 3 best heads — Samuel Curry, Po'keepsie 2 
Turnips, 12 best white table — Michael Kase, gardner of 

John A. DeGraff, Hyde Park 1 
Carrots, 12 best — John B. James, Rhinebeck 1 
Beets, 12 best — R.I. Pell, Pelham, Ulster Co 1 
Turnips, 12 best — Joseph T. Adriance, Po'keepsie 1 
Cabbage, 3 best heads — R.L. Pell, Pelham, Ulster Co 1 
Tomatoes, 12 best — R.L. Pell, Pelham, Ulster Co 1 
Egg Plants, 2 best — John B. James, Rhinebeck 1 
Onions, 12 best — Joseph T. Adriance, Po'keepsie 1 
Lima Beans, best half peck shelled — Joseph T. Adriance 1 
Double Parsley, best bunch — Michael Kane, Hyde Park 1 
Squashes, best 2 — R.L. Pells, Pelham 
Pumpkins, the largest — John Townsend, Hyde Park 1 
Corn, best 12 ears seed — J. T. Osborn, Port Byron 1 
Potatoes, best half peck, long pinckeyes — W. Horrock, 

Hyde Park 1 
2nd best — Samuel Curry, Po'keepsie 
Celery — Samuel Mitchell, Po'keepsie Dip 
Turnips — W. Horrocks, Hyde Park Dip 
Carrots (Orange) — Michael Kane, Hyde Park Dip 
Carrots (White) — Joseph T. Adriance Dip 
Beets, best collection of various kinds, Joseph T. Adriance Dip 
Onions, beautiful specimen (white) — N. Coleman, Po'keepsie Dip 
Lima beans — R. Shepard, Po'keepsie Dip 
Best variety Squashes and Roots — D B Fuller, Hyde Park Dip 

Silver medal 
Silver medal 
Silver medal 
Silver medal 
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Pumpkins, Cuba variety, 18 from one seed, 
gross weight 776 lbs. — Joseph T. Adriance, Po'keepsie Trans 

Potatoes, 12 varieties, fine specimens — Hamilton Morrison, 
Montgomery, Orange Co Trans 

Green Peas, fine specimen — S. Horrocks, Hyde Park Dip 
Rhubarb, fine seedling — A.J. Downing, Newburgh Dip 
Salsafry - or Vegetable oyster — Robert Kelley, Rhinebeck Dip 
Lettuce, several fine heads — Mrs VerPlanck, Fishkill Landing Trans 
Okra and Cucumbers — Thomas Addis Emmett, New York Trans 

VEGETABLES — FRUIT 
GREATEST VARIETY OF APPLES 

J. Downing & Co., Newburgh 5 
John R. Comstock, Washington, Dutchess Co 3 
J.F. Osborn, Port Byron, Cayuga Co Trans 

BEST 12 TABLE APPLES 
R. S. Pell, Pelham, Ulster Co 3 

GREATEST VARIETY OF TABLE PEARS 
A.J. Downing & Co., Newburgh 3 
Wm Reid, Murray Hill, New York Trans 

GREATEST VARIETY OF WINTER PEARS 
A.J. Downing & Co., Newburgh Trans 

BEST 12 QUINCES 
Alex H. Smith, Hyde Park Trans 

BEST 12 PEACHES 
Mrs A. Thorp, Schodack, Rens Co Trans 

BEST 24 PLUMS 
A.J. Downing & Co., Newburgh Trans 

BEST BUNCHES NATIVE GRAPES 
B. W. North, Poughkeepsie Trans 

FOREIGN 
Robert Donaldson, Blithewood, Dutchess Co Trans 

FLOWERS 
2d VARIETY 

Miss VerPlanck, Fishkill 3 
Wm W. Horrock, Hyde Park 3 

FLORAL ORNAMENTS 
Wm Prince, Long Island 3 
Miss Garrettson, Rhinebeck 3 

DAHLIAS 
J.M. Thorburn & Co, New York 5 
J.B. James, Rhinebeck 3 
Messrs Prince, Flushing Trans 
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DISCRETIONARY PREMIUMS 
Samuel Mitchell, Poughkeepsie 
Mrs. Van Wagenen, Poughkeepsie 
(Discretionary premiums will be noted hereafter) 

1 
2 

On motion of Mr Johnson. Resolved that, the thanks of the Society be most cor-
dially tendered to Alexander Walsh of Lansingburgh for his unwearied efforts in 
preparing the Floral Hall with unexampled taste and ingenuity, and which con-
tributed more than any other portion of the exhibition to the gratification of the 
thousands of ladies who were present at the fair. 

On the motion of B.P. Johnson of Oneida, Resolved that, the thanks of the 
Society be presented to Mr Joel Woodworth of Watertown, Jefferson County, for a 
splendid specimen of maple sugar exhibited by him and presented to the Society. 

On motion of Henry O'Reilly of Albany, Resolved, that the hearty thanks of the 
New York State Agricultural Society are eminently due, and are hereby gratefully 
tendered to the citizens of Poughkeepsie, including particularly their Committee of 
Arrangements for their liberality and hospitality (unexampled on any previous 
occasion) for receiving the thousands of friends of agriculture, from other states as 
well as this, who were in attendance at the recent Anniversary Fair and Cattle 
Show of the State of New York. 

And be it further Resolved, that in evidence of our great appreciation of the efforts 
made by the committee and citizens of Poughkeepsie on this occasion during all the 
transactions between them and the State Society during the months that have 
elapsed since their arrangement for the annual Fair and Cattle Show were com-
menced, that a Marquee be erected devoted to their special accommodation at the 
next annual Fair, in whatever part of the State that Fair may be held. 

In motion of Thomas Hillhouse of Watervliet, Resolved further, that the Corres-
ponding Secretary be directed to enclose copies of these proceedings to the Com-
mittee of Arrangements on the part of the citizens of Poughkeepsie. 

The long Poughkeepsie Journal article of September 21 was the most extensive 
account of the Fair which I discovered, but further exploration led to interesting 
details about the decision to bring the Fair to Poughkeepsie and about the plan-
ning for the event. Henry O'Reilly of Albany, Secretary for the New York State 
Agricultural Society, announced in the Poughkeepsie Journal of June 22, 1844: 

The Annual Fair and Cattle Show of the New York State Agricultural Society 
will be held at Poughkeepsie September 18 and 19 1844 . . . (In June the plans had 
been for a two day fair) 

There are comments on the ideal location of Poughkeepsie and how easy it is to get 
there by water travel. One can leave Albany or New York by morning boat, arrive at 
Poughkeepsie and have eight hours to view the Fair and then return by the night 
boat . . . 

Another article in the Poughkeepsie Journal for August 31, 1844 yielded details 
about the arrangements for the Fair. County residents prominent on the local 
planning committee included Matthew Vassar, George Wilkinson, George 
Van Kleeck, Jacob Van Benthuysen, John H. Rutzer and Christopher Appleton. 
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The location chosen was a "ten acre tract of raised land beside the reservoir." 
Probably this was at the present day Reservoir Circle on South Clinton Street 
three fourths of a mile from the site of the Court House. 

There will be a high fence around it and four buildings 100X30, one of which is 
for Ladies exhibits, and wells will be dug to supply water for the stock. The Plowing 
Match will be held some distance south of the Courthouse near the Hudson River. 

A further description of the fair grounds stated: 

The point is admirably adapted for affording an expansive view of the Valley of 
the Hudson, the outline bounded by the distant hills and mountains, and the pros-
pect enlivened by the cultivation which beautifies the hillside around the vast cir-
cuit included within the range of vision located in a region of unsurpassed natural 
beauty. 

The State Fair of 1844 was an event in which residents of the host city and the 
surrounding townships of Dutchess County played a dominant role. At a point 
in time about half way to our present tercentennial celebrations, it was an enthu-
siastic expression of activity and community pride. 
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1986 
Officers and Trustees 

Eileen M. Hayden 
Richard Birch 
Timothy S. Allred 
Edward Fredrickson 
John & Mary Lou Jeanneney 

CLASS OF 1986 
Radford Curdy 
William Reilly 
Jean Stevenson 
Stanley Willig 

CLASS OF 1988 
Arlene Chiaramonte 
Lou Lewis 
Sheila Newman 
Randall Pearson 

Staff 
Melodye K. Moore! Susan Jensen Brown  
Janet Nugent  
Barbara Adams  
Tara M. Petroccitto  

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Editors - Yearbook 

CLASS OF 1987 
Ziva Dahl 
Alfred Hasbrouck 
Charles L. Hill 
Donald H. McTernan 

CLASS OF 1989 
John Mack III 
Stephanie Mauri 
Robert Nilson 
John Wolf 

Director 
Curator 
PR/Membership 
Bookkeeper/Typist 

Local Society Delegates 
Amenia  Catherine Leigh 
Beacon  Joan VanVoorhis 
Clinton   Kathleen Spross 
Dover  Caroline Reichenberg 
East Fishkill   Kenneth Walpuck 
Fishkill  Collin Strang 
Hyde Park  Vacant 
LaGrange   Frank Doherty 
Milan  Vacant 
Northeast   Chester Eisenhuth 
Pawling  Myrna Feron 
Pine Plains   Elizabeth Klare 
Pleasant Valley  Judy Moran 
Poughkeepsie -City   Arthur Gellert 
Poughkeepsie -Town  Lemma McGinnis 
Red Hook  Rosemary Coons 
Rhinebeck  Patsy Vogel 
Stanford   Vacant 
Union Vale   Irena Stolarik 
Wappinger   Alice Hemroth 
Washington   Louise Tompkins 
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Municipal Historians 
of Dutchess County 

County Historian 
Joyce Ghee 

22 Market Street 
County Office Building 

Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 

City Historians 
BEACON 
Joan VanVoorhis 
82 North Walnut St. 
Beacon, NY 12508 

AMENIA 
Catherine Leigh 
Flint Hill Road 
Amenia, NY 12501 

BEEKMAN 
Lee Eaton 
Clove Valley Road 
Hopewell Junction, 

NY 12533 

CLINTON 
William Benson Jr. 
Hollow Road 
Salt Point, NY 12578 

DOVER 
Mrs. Donald B. Dedrick 
Nellie Hill Road 
Dover Plains, NY 12522 

EAST FISHKILL 
Henry Cassidy 
Rushmore Road 
Stormville, NY 12582 

FISHKILL 
Willa Skinner 
Charlotte Road 
Fishkill, NY 12524 

FISHKILL (Village) 
Rodney Koopmans 
17 Rapalje Road 
Fishkill, NY 12524 

HYDE PARK 
Diane Boyce 
24 Watson Place 
Hyde Park, NY 12538 

POUGHKEEPSIE 
Herbert Saltford 
27 Bancroft Road 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
454-0651 

Town Historians 
LA GRANGE 
Emily Johnson 
Moore Road, Moores Mill 
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569 

MILAN 
Katherine Gasset 
RR. #1, Box 454 
Stanfordville, NY 12581 

PAWLING 
Myrna Feron 
Old Route 55 
Pawling, NY 12564 

PINE PLAINS 
Little Nine Partners 
Historical Society 
P.O. Box 243 
Pine Plains, NY 12567 

PLEASANT VALLEY 
Olive Doty 
RD 2, Wigsten Road 
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569 

POUGHKEEPSIE (Town) 
Mona Vaeth 
24 McIntosh Drive 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

RED HOOK 
John Winthrop Aldrich 
"Rokeby" 
Barrytown, NY 12508 

RED HOOK (Village) 
Rosemary E. Coons 
34 Garden Street 
Red Hook, NY 12571 

RHINEBECK 
DeWitt Gurnell 
38 Mulberry Street 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 

STANFORD 
Dorothy Ahern 
Stissing Road 
Stanfordville, NY 12581 

TIVOLI (Village) 
Richard Wiles 
29 Montgomery Street 
Tivoli, NY 12583 

UNION VALE 
Irena Stolarik 
N. Smith Road 
LaGrangeville, NY 12540 

WAPPINGER 
Mrs. Constance Smith 
RD #3, Route 376 
Wappingers Falls, 

NY 12590 

WAPPINGERS FALLS 
(Village) 

Miss Caroline P. Wixson 
86 East Main St. 
Wappingers Falls, 

NY 12590 

WASHINGTON 
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Historical Societies 
of Dutchess County 

Amenia Historical Society 
Amenia, NY 12501 

Bowdoin Park Historical & 
Archaeological Association 
85 Sheafe Road 
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590 

Beacon Historical Society 
P.O. Box 89 
Beacon, NY 12508 

Beekman Historical Society 
P.O. Box 165 
Poughquag, NY 12570 

Clinton Historical Society 
Clinton Corners, NY 12514 

The Town of Dover Historical Society 
Dover Plains, NY 12522 

East Fishkill Historical Society 
P.O. Box 245 
Fishkill, NY 12524 

Fishkill Historical Society 
P.O. Box 133 
Fishkill, NY 12524 

Hyde Park Historical Association 
Benefield 
Route 9 
Hyde Park, NY 12538 

Hyde Park Historical Society 
P.O. Box 182 
Hyde Park, NY 12538 

La Grange Historical Society 
P.O. Box 212 
LaGrangeville, NY 12540 

Little Nine Partners Historical 
Society 
P.O. Box 243 
Pine Plains, NY 12567 

Northeast Historical Society 
Millerton, NY 12546 

Historical Society of Quaker Hill 
and Pawling, Inc. 
Box 99 
Pawling, NY 12564 

Pleasant Valley Historical Society 
Box 766 
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569 

Egbert Benson Historical Society 
of Red Hook 
Box 1776 
Red Hook, NY 12571 

Rhinebeck Historical Society 
P.O. Box 291 
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 

Stanford Historical Society 
Stanfordville, NY 12581 

Union Vale Historical Society 
P.O. Box 100 
Verbank, NY 12585 

Wappingers Historical Society 
P.O. Box 974 
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590 

Washington Historical Society 
Millbrook, NY 12545 
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Index 
Ahrette, Seleigh 4 
Arnold, David 2, 4 

"Bellefield" 23, 28, 29 
Bowman, John 8 
Briggs, George C. 7 
Buckingham, S.M. 13 

Carman, James 8 
Chase, Edward 5, 6 
Coffin, William 5, 6 
Concklin, Sarah 7 
Coon, Nelson 17 

Davis, Abner 9 
Doughty, Joseph 4 
Doughty, Smith 1, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10 

Eastman Business College 13 

Ferris, Fire Chief Nelson, Jr. 22 

Gaines, Clement C. 13 
German Catholic Church 41 
German Methodist Church 41 
Griffen, Isaiah 5 

Harloe, Mr. 37 
Hazard, William R. 5 
Hoag, Jonathan 2 
Howard, Matthew 2 

Kelly, William 13 
Ketcham, David 6, 8 
Ketcham, George E. 6, 8 

Locust Grove 36 

Marquart, Darwin G. 6, 8 
Marshall, Justice 4 
Masten, Hiram 9 
Mills: 

Clinton 6 
Coffin 6 
Frost 8 
Hibernia 1, 4 
Leroy 6 
Schultzville 6 

Morton, Levi P. 13 

Nativity Church 42 
Nine Partners Quaker Meeting 3 

Olivet, Dorman 7, 10 
O'Reilly, Henry 60 

Poughkeepsie 13, 14, 36, 40, 42, 43 
Poughkeepsie Journal Eagle 44 
Pridemore, Sue 21 

Renwick, Auchmuty and Sands 36 
Renwick, James, Sr. 36 
Reservoir Circle 61 
Rhinebeck 13, 14, 15, 17 
Rhinebeck Gazette 15 
Roosevelt, Eleanor 17, 31 
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano 21, 

25, 31 
Rust, Alban 5 

St. Michael's Society 43 
Saltford, George 15 
Saltford, W. Arthur 15 
Saltford, William G. 13 
Schaefer, Rev. Joseph 43 
Schling, Max 17 
Schultz, Daniel 6 
Skinner, Reuben 9 
Springside 36 

Thomas, Roswell 9 
Tompkins, Isaac 9 
Troy Steel and Iron Co. 9 

Union Street 42, 43 
Upton, Paul 2 

Vail, George R. 5 
Van Brookhoven, Henry 21 
Vanderbilt Mansion 28 
Vassar College 35, 36, 38 

Ward, Alson 44 
Whitehouse, J.O. 8, 9 
Williams, Martin 5, 7 
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TROUTBECK INN 
Box 26 Leedsville Road Amenia, NY 12501 

Telephone: 373-9681 

Love/Effron Warmth is what we're all about. 

You have to deliver a half heart with the heat. It's not Our family of servicemen, office staff, dispatchers and 
our storage tanks, shiny fleet of trucks and snappy corn- deliverymen make sure you never have a night in the 
puters that make us a full-service oil company it's cold. Because you're part of the family too. 
the people. 

154 Garden Street 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12602 

(914) 452-2600 

MIRON 
LUMBER CORPORATION 

111111 iiiiiiiuiiii' 
finif 

LUMBER - MILLWORK - PLYWOOD 
Albany: 438-6811 * Fishkill: 896-6217 " Kingston: 336-6000 

Newburgh: 562-2000 * Poughkeepsie: 462-2000 

'TREATED LUMBER 'WALLBOARD 'PAINT 
'MILLWORK 'WINDOW UNITS 'CEILING TILE 
'ROOF TRUSSES 'KITCHEN CABINETS 'TOOLS 
'PLYWOOD 'SIDING 'DOOR UNITS 
'DOORS 'WALL PANELING 'MAJOR APPLIANCES 
'ROOFING 'HARDWARE `PRE—ASSEMBLED STAIRS 
'FLOOR COVERING 'CARPETING 

MANUFACTURER OF GREEN ISLAND PANELIZED HOMES 

THE MIRON ORGANIZATION 
At Miron, we: 
—employ people and skills essential to success 
—support charities and organizations essential to society 
We are proud to be associated with the Dutchess County Historical Society. 



POUGHKEEPSIE 
SAVINGS BANK FSB 

Yes we can. 
431-6200 

REALTOR' 

HELEN Z. LTD. 

BATTISTONI 
REAL ESTATE 

MAIN OFFICE 
22 EAST MARKET ST. 140 ALBANY POST RD. 26 NO. BROADWAY 

RHINEBECK 

914- 876-7091 914- 229-0041 914 - 758-6500 
HYDE PARK REDHOOK 

Frank J. Doherty 
THE SETTLEMENT OF THE BEEKMAN PATENT 

specializing in research in the history and genealogy of all the people 
who settled in the present towns of Beekman, Pawling, Dover, 

Unionvale, and the eastern half of LaGrange prior to 1800. 

Freedom Road 
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569 

914-635-3260 

(914) 221-2224 

Xed Meg 
PROPERTIES 

ROUTE 52, STORMVILLE, N.Y. 12582 

"SUPER-WHITE" STONE 
TOP SOIL FILTER SAND 

CRUSHED GRAVEL 
*ICE CONTROL SAND 
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HAYWARD AND PAKAN ASSOCIATES 
ENGINEERS ARCHITECTS SURVEYORS 

321 MAIN MALL 

POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 12601 

914- 454-9440 

Historic Restoration 

& Preservation Consultants 

OUR 50th YEAR 

OF SERVICE 

1936 - 1986 

HAROLD HAYWARD, P.E. 

WALTER S. PAKAN, P.E. 

DONALD G. TOMLINS, P.E. 

WILFRED A. ROHDE, P.E. 

ROGER A. MASTRI, L.S. 

JOHN V. KANE III, R.A., AIA 

PETER R. CANTLINE, P.E. 

CHARLES E. LISCUM, R.A. 

MICHAEL W. SOYKA, RE. 

A. SYMMETRIES 

ASSOCIATES 

ARCHITECTURE 

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 

295 MAIN 

POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK 

12601 

914-473-4021 

ALEX. BROWN 
& SONS 
INCORPORATED 

ESTABLISHED 1800 

America's Oldest Name 
in Investment Banking 

Member of Leading Stock Exchanges 

385 SOUTH ROAD, BEECHWOOD OFFICE PARK, 
P.O. BOX J, POUGHKEEPSIE, 

NEW YORK 12602 • TELEPHONE 914-485-8900 
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YOUR SHIP HAS COME IN 
Tours of the majestic Hudson 

Dinner Cruises—Sightseeing 
50's nite—foliage 

strawberry festival, etc. 
Available for private parties, 

fundraisers, weddings. 
Schedule available 

RIVERBOAT 
TOURS 
Poughkeepsie, NY 

(914) 473-5211 

HAMMOND 
SECURITY 
SYSTEMS 

131 Cannon Street 

Poughkeepsie, 

NY 12601 

H. W. GUERNSEY REALTORS, INC. 
Our 

79th Year 

One Overocker Rd. 
Poughkeepsie, NY 
(914) 471-7000 

Cm . Taconic Parkway 
& Hibernia Rd. 
Salt Point, NY 
(914) 266-3488 

Franklin Ave. 
Millbrook, NY 
(914) 677-531 1 

County Rd. 7 
Gallatin, NY 
(518) 398-5344 



Special Thanks to 

Mrs. Franklin A. Butts 



onsors 
Mr. Edward Allen 

nonymous 
Mrs. Albert C. Covert 

Ms. Ziva Dahl 
Mr. Vincent C. Dean, Jr. 

Mr. Frank J. Doherty 
Mr. James Effron 

Mrs. Helen L. Fairbairn 
Fairview Block Supply Corporation 

Mrs. Arthur L. Gellert 
Mrs. Alton Gemmel 

r. Gordon Hammersley 
Dr. k Nirs. Benjamin S. Hayden III 

Mr. E. V. H ward 
r. & Mrs. Dou:las McHoul 

Mr. k-Mrs. John M. Miller 
Mr. Edward Murtaugh 

Dr. L. J. Oliva 
Randall & Patricia Pearson 

Mr. k Mrs. William J. Reilly 
Dr. Jean K. Stevenson 

rs. Ralph Van Kleeck 
Mr. Alson Van Wagner 

,\ 
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914-452-1030 
303 MU_ SL 

POUGHKEEPSOE, 
12501 

3 COLLEGEVIEW AVENUE 
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12603 

(914) 471-3640 

Books—Records 
Old Prints 

Art Appraisals 
Old Issues of 

Dutchess County 
Historical Society Yearbook 

Dutchess County Histories 

mild 
Nesder 

13 Pennington Avenue 
Waldwick, NJ 07463 

(201) 444-7413 

New York State History is 
our specialty. We buy and sell 

are and Out-of-print books, 
pamphlets & manuscripts, 

iT 

H. G. Page & Sons, Inc. 
Manchester Bridge - Rt. 55 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12603 

LUMBER HARDWARE MILLWORK 
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

SERVING POUGHKEEPSIE FOR 63 YEARS 

FL•RpT 
E-verett Rooc 
584 South Road 
Poughkeepsie, 
\Y 12601 

462-4444 

GALLERIA 
TRAVEL 

105 Albany Post Road 
Hyde Park, NY 12538 

914-229-0007 

Fly with whomever you please, 
but travel with 

MN, LAWNIE, & MURIEL 



MIE ARNOFF FA 
SINCE 1924 

V LY 

ARN FF 
MOVING & STORAGE, INC. 

682 DUTCH ESS TURNPIKE 
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12603 

(914) 462-1504 
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