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ED/V1U4D PLATT
OF

POUGHKEEPSIE

Republican Candidate for Congress
COUNTIES OF ORANGE, PUTNAM AND DUTCHESS.

Edmund Platt
1865 - 1939

T

he author of the Eagle's History of Poughkeepsie was a member of the fifth
generation of the Platt family in Dutchess County. Edmund Platt, journalist,
banker, and historian, was born in Poughkeepsie on February 2, 1865, the son of
John I. Platt and Susan Sherwood. His grandfather, Isaac Platt, edited the
Dutchess Intelligencer which became the Poughkeepsie Eagle in 1834; his uncle,
Edmund P. Platt, was a founding partner of the Luckey Platt and Company
department store.
After his preparatory education in Poughkeepsie private schools, he apprenticed in the printer's trade at the Eagle. He then entered Harvard college where
he majored in economics and banking, graduating cum laude in 1888. For the
next two years he studied at Poughkeepsie's Eastman Business College while
teaching mathematics and history at Riverview Academy which he followed with
a brief stint as an associate editor of a newspaper in Wisconsin.
In 1891 Edmund Platt first became associated with the Eagle, then edited by his
father, as "a reporter and general handy man." The following year he married
Adele Innis, joining together several of the city's most prominent families. Her
father, Aaron Innis, was one of the city's financial leaders; her mother was a
sister of merchant William Thatcher Reynolds. Edmund Platt took an early interest in community affairs. The completion of the great Poughkeepsie railroad
bridge in 1889 in which his father had played so crucial a role as publicist and lobbyist first inspired him to consider writing a history of his city. But although he
wrote historical pieces for the paper during the next decade, he did not begin his
survey — published in 1905 — until a New York publisher cancelled his contract
with the publishers of the Eagle to produce a history of Poughkeepsie.
Edmund Platt became editor of the Eagle when his father died in 1907, and retained his association with the paper until it was purchased in 1931. His involvement was less active after 1912, however, when he first won election as the
Republican nominee for Congress from the district which included Dutchess
County. Serving five terms, he early made a name for himself on the House
banking and currency committee, helping to push through the Federal Reserve
Act. In 1920 President Wilson, a Democrat, named him as the first vice-governor
of the Federal Reserve Board. He held that position until 1930 when he left the
Board to become vice-president of the Marine Midland Banking Group. He resided in Long Island at the time of his death in 1939.
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Platt's History, and Ours
Clyde Griffen

W

e invent our past, partly to comprehend the available historical record
and partly to meet our current needs and perspectives. Those needs and perspectives change, and so does the evidence available, especially when the time in
which we live makes us look at aspects of the past that did not concern earlier
historians. That change over time is the reason for this volume.
Through most of the twentieth century, one book written near its beginning
has been the major source for Poughkeepsians' awareness of their local past. Our
purpose here, after an initial assessment of the characteristics, virtues, and
limitations of Edmund Platt's pioneering chronicle, is to break new ground in the
writing of the city's history by pursuing some of the special interests of our own
times.
When Platt undertook the writing of a history of Poughkeepsie in 1903, he
joined a host of amateurs, many of them journalists like himself, who had been
publishing local histories in great numbers since the 1880s. They provided for the
leading citizens of their time a usable past, a chronicle of local development in
which citizens could take pride and which gave them a reassuring sense of community harmony. Their works continue to be read by members of the community they describe, and the more gifted writers, like Platt, remain very useful for
professional historians.
Despite the idiosyncrasies of individual authors and the distinctive careers of
individual localities, these amateur city histories tend to be similar in major features and in general outlook. The similarity stems partly from the frequency with
which formulas for organizing these urban biographies were supplied to authors
by companies which specialized in producing city and county histories. As
Kathleen Conzen notes, the usual formula included "chronological narrative of
political and governmental milestones; recitation of the community's contributions to such national events as wars and economic crises; brief chronicles of the
main economic, social, and cultural institutions of the town; and often a 'mug
book' celebrating the lives of individual citizens."'
We do not know whether Platt ever read such a formula, although he and the
publishers of the Eagle originally had a contract with F. T. Smiley of New York for
"a History of Poughkeepsie, similar to the histories he had been publishing for
other cities." But Platt's emphases and organization are very similar, right down
to his biographical appendix with its flattering sketches of more than fifty individuals and businesses who were thereby rewarded for subscribing to the book.
In his conclusion, Platt says that he has tried "to show the progress and development of Poughkeepsie. . . to give some account of the part its citizens have taken
in all of the great National political movements, as well as in the solution of
various local problems; and to show the beginnings and something of the progress of all important local enterprises and institutions."2
Undoubtedly Platt's task in organizing his history was simplified somewhat by
this widely-used contemporary formula for urban biography. But we should not
underestimate the challenge a sophisticated observer like Platt faced in applying
6

it to a small city which had declined in relative importance during the nineteenth
century. Urban rivalry was notorious throughout that century, with city leaders
constantly hungering for growth and comparing their community with other
cities in their region. "Boosting" your city by proclaiming its superiority over
competitors was endemic. During the booms of the 1830s and early 1870s
Poughkeepsians had spoken of ultimately surpassing Syracuse or Albany; but
far from surpassing them, Poughkeeepsie grew very slowly after 1870, a painful
fact that any plausible biography of the city had to address. And in showing the
"progress of all important local enterprises," Platt, like any urban chronicler,
confronted the failure of many firms, and especially the disappearance of a
majority of the largest businesses of earlier days.
His concluding comments indicate the difficult balance he had to strike. On the
one hand, there is the obvious pride in reminding his readers of what he has
depicted as the "great" events and individuals in the city's history: the "great
men who met here. . . to decide the question of the ratification of the Constitution," the "great men" of Improvement Party days who "carried out most important plans for the upbuilding of the city," and the "great Poughkeepsie
Bridge." Of Poughkeepsie at the time he writes, he remarks that while it "is not
so very different from many other Eastern cities," its "loyal citizens think it the
best place in the United States to live."
On the other hand, Platt seems a little defensive in admitting that Poughkeepsians "in the past have been by turns over-conservative and then over-enterprising." He emphasizes that "the periods of conservatism and of enterprise
have coincided with National conditions." He recognizes that his city "has not
grown as some hoped," but then insists immediately that Poughkeepsie is "not
behind for its size among eastern cities in the working out of progressive ideas. " 3
What impresses the modern historian, given Platt's boosterish aims and the
formula he follows, is that he manages to at least mention so many aspects of the
city's past. He continually surprises you by mentioning somewhere, often not at
the points you expect them, less flattering parts of our history which do not serve
his general emphasis on "progress and development." Perhaps it is the matterof-fact realism of the experienced journalist, accustomed to hearing daily about
the vagaries of human nature, including corruption and folly among respectable
citizens.
Platt tells of Poughkeepsie's slowness in joining the patriot side in the Revolution and of the unreliability of the militia. He reports the purchasing of substitutes to dodge the draft in the Civil War and accusations of bought officerships
as well as vote-buying in a municipal election. He even recounts the frequent
rowdiness of volunteer firemen, mentioning that the municipal corporation occasionally felt it necessary to lock them out from their equipment.4
Platt's realism extends to unflattering conjecture about the career of a local institution even when testimony from the past does not force the judgment upon
him. After mentioning national reformer Dorothea Dix's high praise in 1844 for
the Alms House in Poughkeepsie, Platt adds, unnecessarily, that it must have
been overcrowded in 1851, when the Eagle reported between 400 and 500 inmates. And he speculates that conditions probably deteriorated as the buildings
aged, as they had with successive jails in the city.5
Platt does not seem to allow the well-known identification of the Platt family
and of the Eagle with a variety of religious and moral causes to make him deviate
from a fairly matter-of-fact treatment of disreputable activities. Platt the historian
7

mentions, without judgment, the heavy gambling associated with the regattas of
the 1860s. (Admittedly, the betting by local sportsmen pales in his account by
comparison with the behavior of the thugs and criminals from New York City
who scared the referee in 1865 into awarding them the victory and so the bets.)6
Journalist Platt's feel for a lively story seems evident here, as it does in the tale
of William Haff's escape from hanging as a deserter during the Revolution. Haff,
says Platt, was "doubtless a somewhat wild, roystering youth, but withal a great
favorite among the people, and especially among the young women in his
neighborhood."7
Overall, however, Platt's storytelling seems incidental to his preoccupation
with chronicling the development of the city, detailing at length the major and
many of the minor actors in the city's business, political, and cultural life. This
extensive recording of facts leads some contemporary readers to complain that
he is dull by comparison with more romantic local and regional historians like
Carl Carmer.
But for the modern historian who wants to go beyond what Platt has done the
solidity of the foundation he provides is a great virtue. He constantly questions
his sources. A booster himself, he notes the tendency among boosters toward exaggeration, especially during periods of real-estate "booming." Using an engraving of Poughkeepsie from College Hill of 1836, Platt goes out of his way to note
that Gordon's Gazetteer of the same year must be mistaken in claiming that the
unfenced Mansion Square was stocked with deer and that there were "40 fashionable modern dwellings mostly of brick in the immediate vicinity."8
Platt's careful use of sources is clear from the outset. His history begins with an
extended discussion of the controversy about the origins of the city's name, with
the author examining in detail the arguments and evidence for various alternatives. Even if he learned his scrupulousness about the reliability of evidence from
antiquarians rather than from the likes of Henry Adams, Platt's work has an
affinity with the "scientific history" in vogue at the end of the nineteenth century. In rereading his chronicle this summer I have been impressed again and
again by how accurate he is on the details he includes on Poughkeepsie's history
in the period I know best, 1850-1880.
Accuracy does not mean comprehensiveness, however, or the kind of balance
in attention to various subjects that a historian of the 1980s expects. Without
qualifying our admiration for what Platt did in the context of his time and his
aims, we need to think about the limitations of his conception of local history for
our own times. His chronicle is thoroughly shaped by his boosterism and its
major assumptions about civic progress, about what it means to be progressive,
and about who in any community makes the primary contributions to progress.
Platt assumes that the chief engine of progress is economic growth, but the
forms of progress in his view are unlimited, bringing greater convenience and
rationality in all aspects of municipal life. The manifestations of progress in
Poughkeepsie mentioned by Platt include technological improvements like the
Napier press, the telephone, the electric light and better fire-fighting equipment
as well as physical improvements of all kinds, like the shift from cobblestone to
macadam paving. And that is only the beginning. Platt also calls attention to improvements in the organization and financing of social and economic institutions
like the public schools and to advances in the services they provide, such as
preparation for college. He praises innovations designed to improve the efficiency of municipal government.
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Platt assumes a constant competition among citizens, businesses, institutions,
and communities to create or adopt improvements. He also assumes that technical and organizational progress generally is linear, despite some passing fads
which turn out to be merely foolish diversions. Platt believes that Poughkeepsie's
"leading" residents have shared his boosterish outlook at least since the Revolution. He calls them "progressive" and "desirous of keeping themselves wellinformed" even in the early nineteenth century. That meant keeping up with the
latest fashions, like the Lancaster method of saving money in charitable education for the poor by having them instruct each other. Retrospectively Platt
describes that method unflatteringly as "the latest educational fad," but generally he lauds whatever is "up-to-date."9
Regarding the Riverview Academy as Poughkeepsie's best by the turn of the
century, Platt congratulates Otis Bisbee's successors for keeping it "fully up-todate." Similarly, he asserts proudly that the city's fire companies "keep in touch
wth the most approved methods." Holding "progressive ideas" means quite
literally being ready to adopt whatever contemporaries regard as
improvements .10
Platt also assumes that those with "progressive ideas" will be found largely
among the leaders of any community or will soon make their way into the leadership. That does not mean that he assumes the leaders' new enterprises will automatically succeed. Platt is quick to note that those who blaze the way to progress,
especially in boom times, often overreach themselves and suffer personally
despite the useful legacy they leave their community. Paraclete Potter, whose
bookstore was the intellectual center of Poughkeepsie in the 1830s, was one of
those members of the Improvement Party who, in Platt's view, set the city's
direction for years to come. Yet these good men were bankrupted personally by
their investments in the city's future and so they went West to start over again.11
Platt does presume that newcomers, like Harvey Eastman after 1859, will
always be rising to the top on the basis of their merits. Like other turn-of-thecentury chroniclers, he is ready to pay attention to newcomers once they have
achieved prominence in the city. Within this limit, immigrants also receive
recognition; a description of the Germania Singing Society, for example, will
follow his account of the Daughters of the American Revolution.12
While Platt assumes an open society, he does not see or favor a constant fluidity;
he would no doubt have regarded that as a dangerous instability. He makes a
point of noting that Mayors Swift and Wilkinson were "men of prominence and
high standing, members of families long among the leading forces in the community." And without condemning the shift to universal white manhood suffrage in the New York State Constitution of 1821, he does say that the old system
of property qualifications had good local results, namely, that the smallest town
offices were filled by men of "prominence and standing." Platt believed firmly in
progress, but he also believed in a class leading it which had substantial continuity in membership and which deserved celebration in writing the city's
history.13
In short, Platt, like the other chroniclers of his time, wrote history from the top
down. He assumes that the history of a city should be concerned primarily with
the activities of its leading citizens, including at the turn of the century their clubs
and fraternities. He is not concerned with the city's population as a whole nor
with social groups other than the city's leaders, except as the other groups are
important for explaining particular changes or conditions in the city.
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Platt's preoccupation with leaders rather than with ordinary citizens helps to
explain why mention of certain subjects does not appear where the modern
historian might expect to find it. For example, in an extended account of the coming of the Hudson River Railroad which specifies directors, schedules, and earnings, Platt never talks about the process of construction which brought so many
immigrant Irish workers to the vicinity. Instead, the mention of "the Irish
laborers who were building the railroad" comes in an admiring account of Father
Riordan's leadership of St. Peter's Church. Platt says Riordan "more than once
quelled what threatened to be serious riots among" these laborers.14
A discussion of gangs, especially among immigrants, appears at the point in
his chronicle where Platt wishes to explain the desire for stronger policing as an
incentive for obtaining incorporation as a city. Similarly, Platt mentions the
influx of Germans immigrants in the 1850s in order to explain some "New
Churches." Although he refers to the cooperage industry and various firms, he
mentions those "employed in the cooperages" only where they appear as the
primary source of rowers for the regatta.15
But Platt had another reason, however unconscious, for not looking closely at
social groups defined by class, ethnicity, or race, and especially for not calling
attention to any distinctiveness in their situation or outlook. Like other local
historians of his time he wishes to imagine all of his city's residents as comprising a social unity. Platt wanted to think of them as citizens sharing not only a
common pride in and loyalty to their city, but also united by common interests
and aspirations. Ideas about ethnic groups or social classes as abiding realities
with separate interests have no place in this imagining of a generally unified
community which easily assimilates newcomers according to their individual
merits. Platt's skirting of evidence of social division is not surprising for someone
of his class and time, however; his generation of local chroniclers had seen frightening incidents of social conflict during the late nineteenth century, from draft
riots during the Civil War to bitter strikes of labor against capital.
For the modern reader, however, Platt's treatment of immigrant groups and
black Americans only in passing and his almost total silence on labor conflict and
organization are the most striking reminders of the extent to which his history is
a product of his time and outlook. Except for a strike of ship carpenters during
the Revolution, there is no mention of labor conflict even during the post-Civil
years when it received so much attention nationally. In the 1860s, for example, a
strike by Poughkeepsie's coopers received running treatment in the Daily Press,
but there is no hint of it in Platt. Platt gives a paragraph apiece to a wide variety
of fraternal, social, sporting, musical, and patriotic organizations at the turn of
the century, even enumerating their officers, but he never even mentions a labor
union. Yet several local unions were pushing the Eight Hour Day movement in
the 1860s, the Knights of Labor had several local chapters in the 1880s, and by the
1890s city directories listed local branches of national craft unions and their
monthly meeting times in the appendix.16
This is the most extreme case of exclusion from Platt's history, but it points up
his selective vision of which aspects of society deserved treatment in a history of
the city. Generally, wage-earners in any line do not appear, except incidentally,
although the products, officers, and changes in ownership of manufacturing corporations often are mentioned. Women wage-earners are absent from his chronicle except for Platt's noting that the expanded manufacture of clothing in
Poughkeepsie after the panic of 1873 was accompanied by "the beginning of the
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extensive employment of women and girls in local factories." Women of the
comfortable class frequently appear as officers of philanthropic and other voluntary associations, but rarely when employed, except for a few teachers in private
schools and especially at Vassar College. Platt himself rejected the idea of even
minimal political equality for women; as a Congressman he opposed female
"suffrage even after all of the other members of the House from New York state
had gone on record as favoring" it.17
Black Americans appear rarely in Platt's chronicle, often through mention of
their churches. The formation during the Civil War of a regiment by "the colored
men of Poughkeepsie" is mentioned in one sentence, in striking contrast to the
extended and very detailed accounts of other regiments. In the two most extended accounts on blacks they are the beneficiaries of whites. This is most
obviously so in the story of Poughkeepsians raising money to pay for the freeing
of fugitive slave Abraham Bolding in 1851. But it is evident, too, in the section on
"Slavery in Poughkeepsie" where Platt emphasizes that "many stories are
handed down, showing their frequent devotion to their masters and the easy
position they held in many families." There is no mention, by contrast, of the
agitation of local blacks for the end of the segregated "colored" school. The
omission may not have been deliberate, but there is evidence throughout Platt's
history that he wished to play down instances of conflict and antagonism among
Poughkeepsians 18
Where the conflict between groups of citizens is central to his story and cannot
be ignored, like the strife between patriots and loyalists during the Revolution,
Platt is quick to emphasize how quickly antagonism disappears subsequently
and how little permanent injury it does to the conflicting parties. Where a subject
might still be sensitive for some readers Platt tended to avoid mention of its controversial features. An example is his treatment of the anti-immigrant nativist
movement in Poughkeepsie which culminated in the American party attracting
15% of the city's voters in the presidential election of 1856. Platt notes that the
movement generated much editorializing and from 1845-9 even resulted in a
Native American newspaper being published in the city. But he avoids stating
what the movement stood for and never mentions its prejudices against immigrants or stereotypes of them.19
Most sensitive of all for a historian concerned to portray communal harmony
would be the anti-Catholicism which erupted sporadically in northeastern cities
right up through the Ku Klux Klan revival the 1920s. Platt does not speak to the
controversial inception of the Poughkeepsie Plan in 1873 under which the Board
of Education leased two parochial schools, a time when angry Protestants once
again lambasted "popery". He does describe the plan at the time of its abolition
by opponents in 1898. Then he can say that objections "had been made to the
plan from time to time by Catholics as well as by Protestants." He emphasizes a
softening of religious animosities by that time, and does not note that even in
1898 some virulent anti-Catholic statements by opponents of the Plan were published in the Eagle.2°
By the turn of the century the emergence of young Catholics of immigrant
descent to prominence in the professions and in by-now well-established
businesses made it much easier to present Poughkeepsie as a city in which
members of all groups shared similar opportunities. Platt could describe the
"handsome new building on Washington Street" of the new fraternity, the
Knights of Columbus, next door to the much older Y.M.C.A. sponsored by Pro11

testants. In his biographical appendix he could describe young John E. Mack, an
officer of the Knights, as "a popular member of the bar" already elected as a
justice of the peace.21
But Platt could also still feel a strong sense of continuity in the city's political
leadership. Prosperous native-born Protestants continued to dominate the
highest offices of municipal government. With a smaller proportion of immigrants at mid-century than many northeastern cities, Poughkeepsie did not see
the rise to power of an immigrant-based political organization. The newcomers
did gain some strength at the ward level, however, and so achieved influence in
the City Council. Leading citizens of native stock, distressed by the Council's
control over the police, then initiated and dominated a Charter form which
ended that control. Platt clearly approves this change along with other measures
strengthening the authority of the Mayor.22
Platt's focus on the leading citizens and the institutions they run or which
serve them is strikingly evident in his treatment of the city's schools. As he candidly comments in his discussion of the beginning of free public schools in the
1840s, "The private schools and academies had the prestige, and the free schools
were at first expected to take care only of those children whose parents were not
able to pay tuition, and. . . have until recently remained rather backward." Correspondingly, Platt pays much more attention to the leadership, facilities, and
clientele of the private schools and, good booster that he is, especially to their
fine national reputation after the 1830s.23
Platt does seem to assume that over the longer term improvements in the
public schools and in other social institutions will elevate the general level of
literacy and cultivation among Poughkeepsians. But it remains unclear, despite
his generally optimistic views of progress, whether he believes in a steady and
almost inevitable social and moral advance. He does depict some past behavior
as barbaric, and presumably unlikely in a more enlightened present. Noting the
burnings of negroes in colonial times, he comments that punishments then were
generally harsh and brutal. I'm less sure of what to make of Platt's curious treatment of an advertisement of 1808 for a Grand Bait. This Grand Bait would pit
against each other an African lion and 6 bears and 12 Bull-dogs in Captain
Henrickson's large field "where accommodations will be prepared for spectators, including children." Here Platt asks, perhaps ironically, "Who says that
our ancestors were so good that they did not know how to enjoy themselves?"24
The implication of moral progress seems more evident when Platt discusses
improvements in the city jail up to 1860; he clearly approves the disappearance of
"Dungeons of the grim old type, characteristic of the days when the comfort and
health of criminals were not considered worthy of thought." However, a less
optimistic view of progress can be inferred from Platt's subsequent account of a
disorderly time from the 1850s to the 1870s during which "crowds" take over the
town on racing and election days, intimidating respectable citizens. Here he
seems to leave open the possibility that deviant subcultures may from time to
time threaten the "progressive" tendencies in the city.25
If we cannot be sure how rosy Platt's conception of social progress is, we know
that it was more optimistic than we tend to be today. We have lost the unifying
vision that sustained the leadership of Platt's generation, its ability to presume
both continuing progress and communal harmony. Most of us have a much
sharper sense of the distinctive interests and needs of particular groups in the
city. We are conscious of losses and injuries suffered by groups and by the city as
12

a whole that do not seem to be compensated for by any general progress. We are
less certain about whether citizens of "prominence and standing," especially of
long standing, almost invariably make better choices for the community as a
whole. We are more inclined to accept the idea that there are many occasions
when groups of ordinary citizens justifiably resist measures being imposed upon
them in the name of progress. We remember, for example, the neighborhood
conflicts over urban renewal, in its demolition phase.
If our sense of the distinctive interests and needs of particular groups within
the city makes us want to write about aspects of our history which Platt
neglected, so, also, does our awareness of how much our local history is shaped
by forces and institutions beyond Poughkeepsie. Platt had an acute sense of how
national business cycles and changing markets affected Poughkeepsie's
economy, but he gives us little sense of how deeply external factors influenced
social, cultural, and political development.
For example, Platt does not relate the reform of municipal government in
Poughkeepsie to similar reforms in other cities. And his history does not show us
whether he sensed how radically municipal life and government would be affected by large-scale organization and planning in business and in government.
The emerging world of large corporations does not impinge upon his picture of
the small city with its variety of businesses, except in passing references to outside competition or to the international connection of DeLaval. Nor is there any
sense of the incipent professionalization in municipal government, with increasing resort to experts and to planning. Platt's city soon after 1900 seems much
closer to the Poughkeepsie of the 1850s than to that of the 1950s.
The very spread of specialization, of the development of new fields and of experts to pursue them, has meant that subjects which a Platt never would have
imagined treating systematically now seem important to us, like the history of
architecture in our city. What we miss in Platt, even for the period he wrote
about largely reflects perspectives and concerns which have developed in our
country since Platt wrote. By now a host of specialized studies of topics ranging
from local histories for various immigrants groups and religious traditions to
urban geography and planning provide us with a basis for comparison, making
us ask how similar or distinctive our city's experience is. For all these reasons, we
need now to begin to augment Platt.
Our aim in this volume is to provide some important building blocks toward
the construction of a past which meets our needs as we near the end of this twentieth century. We will treat subjects which Platt touched on only incidentally and
also make some new beginnings in writing the history of Poughkeepsie since his
book, now a span of more than 80 years. Some of our papers will do both, carrying us into the twentieth century and looking at a subject which Platt ignored or
looked at with different interests.
It apparently never occurred to Platt, for example, to discuss the architectural
styles of the many public and private buildings he mentions with pride as evidence of the city's progress, confining his attention to cost, size, and impressiveness relative to comparable structures in the city. Yet as William Rhoads
will show the choice of styles in different periods of time and for different kinds
of buildings tells us much about the aspirations of those responsible for the
choice, including their hopes for their city. At the same time, Rhoads' survey
reveals how much change in Poughkeepsie's dominant styles followed national
trends. The physical face we choose to present to each other and to visitors is one
13

of the more sensitive indexes of how far we participate in a wider culture arid its
shifting fashions. Rhoads makes clear how early that participation in national
fashions was in our city, and yet simultaneously he conveys the excitement of
individual variation in the application of particular styles.
The shift toward a much larger and very different perspective from Platt's
because of the accumulation of more specialized scholarly investigations during
the twentieth century is perhaps even more dramatic in the reconsideration by
Marta Wagner of an episode which Platt did treat briefly. Platt's account of James
Kent's brief career in Poughkeepsie just after the American Revolution both
introduces this major figure in the history of American law as one of the city's
"great men" and interprets Kent's reason for leaving Poughkeepsie in purely
personal terms. By contrast, Wagner sees a more general significance in Kent's
attraction to Poughkeepsie and especially in the immediate political cause of his
departure in 1793.
Wagner is able to build upon a developing historical literature which has found
Dutchess County and Poughkeepsie, in particular, to be a peculiarly useful place
to study the political shifts which occurred in the new nation during and after the
Revolution. The most recent major contributor to that literature was Jonathan
Clark, organizer of the conference which honored Dutchess County's tercentenary, a trustee of our historical society, and friend of many of the present contributors. Sudden illness took him from us and from an unusually promising
scholary career; we are grateful that one of us in this conference is building upon
his ground-breaking work with a similar sense of wider implications. Wagner
will suggest that Kent's defeat in 1793 should not be explained primarily in personal and familiar terms, as Platt did, but rather as an episode in a fundamental
political realignment which reflected a profound social change in Dutchess
County and elsewhere in this period, from a household-oriented economy to a
market-oriented economy.
On some subjects, Platt not only needs to be augmented, but revised and corrected. Although the Platt family was identified relatively early with the antislavery cause in Poughkeepsie, Edmund Platt was very much a man of the turn
of the century in showing little interest in the experience of blacks after slavery
and in assuming that improvement tended to come through the assistance of
whites. The obsolecescence of that perspective has been evident for several
decades, but only now do we have an adequate correction through the reconstruction of the history of blacks in Poughkeepsie by Lawrence Mamiya and
Lorraine Roberts, assisted by many members of the black community.
In their essay we see for the first time the persistent and varied ways by which
our black citizens struggled against ongoing discrimination, creating their own
institutions and services over the long span of time between the Civil War and
the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 60s. Mamiya and Roberts tell the story
of a people who for too long, in Platt's history and after that in Poughkeepsie's
newspapers, remained largely invisible and they also name the leaders within
the black community who did so much to prepare the way for more rapid change
after World War II. The struggle to overcome the inheritance and inertia of racism
is ongoing, but this new visibility of our black history will reshape the way we
see the history of Poughkeepsie. Our volume does not include an essay on
another group who are largely invisible in Platt's account, employed women.
Fortunately, a major beginning on this subject was made by Sally Griffen in her
chapter on the employment of women in Natives and Newcomers: The Ordering of
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Opportunity in Mid-Nineteenth-Century Poughkeepsie (1978).
A different kind of invisibility often results from Platt's way of treating religious groups in Poughkeepsie. Following the formula of his time for writing local
history, he describes the origins of particular congregations, Catholic and Jewish
as well as Protestant, but his interest after their founding rarely goes much
beyond identifying changes in pastors and in buildings. His focus is almost
exclusively local; he rarely mentions the connections between local congregations and their regional or national organizations, let alone asks how those connections affect the experience of members of those congregations. Whether intended or not, this approach has a homogenizing effect, suggesting that religious
groups, whatever their differences in belief, ritual, and organization, have
similar institutional histories.
This suggestion of similarity in experience fits nicely with Platt's emphasis
upon what unifies Poughkeepsians. But, correspondingly, it often obscures what
may have been more important as well as distinctive in the experience of particular religious groups. A striking example, as Louis Zuccarello will show, is the
history of Roman Catholicism in the city during the late nineteenth century.
While it shared with Protestant groups, the usual local problems of building and
financing, this heirarchical church struggled simultaneously with questions of
how far to adapt its universal traditions and habits to American circumstances, of
how to accommodate an enormous and continuing influx of Catholic immigrants
from Europe, and of how to ensure the religious education of its young.
Local policy in dealing with these questions depended upon approval from the
Archdiocese and ultimately from the Vatican, so extra-local preoccupations
loomed large for pastors and congregations. But as Zuccarello will show the relationship was not passive, but an ongoing competition for influence. That competition was heightened in the late nineteenth century by important differences
in viewpoint, notably between more traditionalist conservatives and the
Americanizers. One of the more influential Americanizers within the Archdiocese of New York was Father Nilan, pastor of St. Peter's parish, Poughkeepsie,
whose civic leadership fostered cordial relations with the larger community.
Zuccarello's essay points up the need for studies of what had been distinctive
in the experience of other religious groups in the city before we can construct a
new general history which does justice to our pluralism, including the evolution
of relationships between members of different groups. An important question
here, for racial, ethnic, and class groups as well as religious groups, is the extent
to which their members are separated from or exposed to members of other
groups in the everyday round of work, shopping, recreation, and residence.
Residential segregation, in particular, has been seen as an important index of
how comfortable in and welcomed by the larger community members of a group
are. But as yet we know very little precisely about how separated or intermingled
Poughkeepsians were in the neighborhoods where they lived. Clyde Grfffen's
essay makes a beginning here, outlining continuity and change in how social differences were expressed in spatial patterns in the late nineteenth century.
Griffen's emphasis on continuity in general pattern, despite sharp shifts within
particular neighborhoods, over the half century before 1900 is appropriate for
that period. But as Harvey Flad's analysis of Poughkeepsie in the years of urban
renewal shows, change in our spatial ordering of social relationships can be both
sudden and radical, producing a profoundly different social landscape. Flad's
essay underscores the importance of national policy and programs and of extra15

local models and consultants in urban change since World War II. Anyone investigating the recent history of our city must address, as he does, the wider context
if they are to explain what happens in Poughkeepsie.
In the postwar period, as in the age of the Revolution, the city becomes a
peculiarly interesting test case for historians looking at broader patterns in the
United States. As Flad notes, Poughkeepsie is of special interest to anyone looking at urban renewal in these years because it received more outside funding per
capita than other cities. National programs like Model Cities came to have more
importance in shaping the inner city's future than the great men Platt characteristically looked for although Flad also reminds us how important the visions of
particular developers were in these years. His account points up the complexity
in relationships between local and national factors and between the agencies of
change and neighborhood response.
Flad's investigation provides a fitting conclusion for our volume. He reminds
us that our city has changed dramatically in certain periods of time, that patterns
once taken for granted were radically altered and suddenly. The flexibility of
citizens in responding should be matched by a comparable flexibility in imagination among historians both in interpreting such moments of change and discovering how those moments should reshape our interpretation of earlier
periods. Inventing a history which meets our changing perspectives and needs is
an ongoing challenge which invites all of our best efforts, professionals and
amateurs alike. Let me conclude by expressing our appreciation to the Dutchess
County Historical Society for launching our response to this ongoing challenge.
Our special thanks go to President Eileen Hayden and Director Susan Jensen
Brown for the arrangements for the conference celebrating Poughkeepsie's Tricentennial at which these papers were first presented. Also to chairpersons
Elizabeth Daniels and Sheila Newman and the other members of the publications
committee for the invitation to undertake this project and for helping plan the
publication. We are deeply grateful to the editors of the Society's Yearbook, Mary
Lou and John Jeanneney, for shepherding our manuscript through the process of
publication.
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Poughkeepsie's
Architectural Styles
1835-1940
Anarchy or Decorum?
William B. Rhoads

F

ifty years ago students of Poughkeepsie's architectural history were told by
the Federal Writers' Project that the only noteworthy buildings in the city
belonged to the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the period of the
region's famous Dutch Colonial stone houses and the tentative efforts at introducing Greco-Roman classicism. From about 1835, when a stricter Greek Revival
was introduced, the area "followed the popular fashions in architecture, few of
which have any special merit." The best the FWP critic could say of "downtown
Poughkeepsie" was that it "presents the miscellaneous collection of buildings
characteristic of older towns which grew up before the days of city planning."'
In 1987 such an attitude seems too narrow, for today many have come to
appreciate the rich variety of architectural styles still to be seen in Poughkeepsie
architecture from the century preceeding 1937, the time of the city's greatest
growth during which the appearance of today's city was largely determined.
Moreover, the ostensibly anarchic or miscellaneous collection of architectural
styles was not merely a result of capricious changes in taste. It was rooted
throughout the century in a sense of decorum which presumed that the meaning
or symbolism attached to individual styles made their use appropriate in particular projects.
In the 1830s and 40s the dominant style in Poughkeepsie, as in the rest of the
country, was the Greek Revival: an 1889 Poughkeepsie publication observed that
fifty years earlier the "preference for classical forms of architecture" had been
"almost universal." As early as 1826 Presbyterians built a church* on Cannon
Street with Doric portico and cupola, a formula widely adopted by churches over
the next twenty years (for example, by the former Second Presbyterian Church
[ca. 1835] at Mill and Vassar Streets).2
An 1834 survey of New York City architecture found "the Greek mania" so
pervasive that "everything is a Greek temple, from the privies. . . through
the. . . church. . . and state-house." In Poughkeepsie, too, the Greek style was
applied to a wide range of buildings, from the diminutive primary school
operated by Miss Tappen on Garden Street to the many larger, two-story, threeWilliam B. Rhoads (Ph.D., Princeton University) is Associate Professor of Art History at
the State University of New York, New Paltz. His publications include studies of the Colonial Revival in American architecture and of the art and architectural interests of
Franklin D. Roosevelt.
*A star in this text indicates that the building no longer exists.
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bay houses with Greek Revival doorways (such as 104 Academy Street from the
early 1840s).3
The most impressive Grecian building in Poughkeepsie was the Poughkeepsie
Collegiate School* (1835-36) whose Parthenon-like form rose from College Hill,
the highest point in the village, Poughkeepsie's own Acropolis. Fluted Doric colonnades topped by triglyph friezes marked all four sides, and broad pediments
defined the front and rear, as at the Parthenon. Some of its admirers have considered it a "perfect replica of the Parthenon," even though it was constructed of
wood and brick, not white marble, was about half as large as the original, and
had a peristyle of twenty-eight columns compared to the Athenian temple's
forty-six.4 Young women were educated at the Poughkeepsie Female Academy*
on a less lofty site in Cannon Street in a building (1835-36) which lacked a peristyle porch but still was endowed with an Ionic portico and Grecian cupola.5
The giant Ionic portico and high brick walls of the Dutchess County Academy
(1836) on South Hamilton Street have remained a powerful presence in contrast
to the Collegiate School which burned in 1917. The Village Hall and Market
(1831; later City Hall) presented an inexpensive alternative to the full-blown temple portico which still looked classical, mainly by treating the gable as a pediment. This was one of countless American governmental buildings in the
classical style, following Jefferson's expectation that ancient classical architecture
would shore up the dignity of the young American system of government. The
Dutchess County Surrogates Office* (1847) at Market and Union Streets substituted thick pilasters for columns on front and side.6 Its substantial brick walls
and iron fittings, such as the shutters, were doubtless to be fireproof; overall it
resembled a fairly plain bank.
Following the precedent set by William Strickland's Parthenon-inspired
Second Bank of the United States (1818) in Philadelphia, many American banks
took on Greek forms. In Poughkeepsie the compact but massive Doric facade of
the Poughkeepsie Bank* (1830) on Main Street expressed well the protective
function of the building: the ancient Greeks had used similar facades not only for
temples but also treasuries. The bank's low dome — Roman, not Greek — would
have offended purists, but such combinations were common in the period. The
Farmers and Manufacturers National Bank (1834-35) had a modest pedimented
porch before its Market Street entrance; the strict rectilinearity of the massing
and windows was also Greek. Banks sought an architectural image of permanence and solidity to attract depositors: the Farmers and Manufacturers Bank
celebrated its centennial in 1935, pointing to the fact that it remained in its
original "landmark" building as a sign of its "stability." Ironically, the mightierlooking Poughkeepsie Bank building (Hasbrouck called it "solid. . . with its portico of heavy plastered columns") succumbed in 1906 to be replaced by a low
skyscraper bank building.7
The Collegiate School was founded by members of the Improvement Party (a
kind of Chamber of Commerce) who intended the temple-school to "hold out
inducements of the most powerful kind to wealthy gentlemen with families to
settle in this healthy and delightful village." The school advertised its site as
"unrivalled in beauty and salubrity," and the improvers laid out lots on the
slopes of College Hill, with the unrealized expectation that rich men would build
"villas" thereon.5
The improvement forces did succeed in erecting several Greek Revival structures a little west of College Hill on Mansion Square. A hotel* had a peristyle but
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no pediments;9 St. Paul's Episcopal Church* (1835-37) "was built in the prevailing Grecian Doric style" following plans submitted by I. W. Bowman.1° Near-by,
on Mansion Street, one active improver, Gideon P. Hewitt, occupied a stately
classical residence* (1836) whose clapboard shell was enriched by a six-column
portico .11
The improvers were hailed by their contemporaries for striving to give the
community "a beautiful external appearance." Historian Frank Hasbrouck in
1909 recognized their efforts to make "Poughkeepsie an up-to-date, model
village according to the light of the times," through tree planting, street and
sidewalk paving, and "the many buildings. . . ornamented by Grecian columns
and porticos."12 The Greek Revival, therefore, came to represent the forces of
civic improvement.
However, the dominance of the Greek Revival was threatened by the Gothic
Revival, especially as a style appropriate for churches. In 1833-34 Christ Church
(Episcopal) constructed a new building* at Market and Church Streets with
Gothic pointed arches, drip moldings, pinnacles, and buttressing. The basic
scheme — a rectangular main block with low-pitched roof fronted by a centrally
placed tower — and some of the details apparently derived from Trinity Church,
New Haven, designed and constructed in 1813-14.13 The Gothic was chosen over
the classical in New Haven "as being in some respects more appropriate, and
better suited to the solemn purposes of religious worship. "14
The leading advocate of the Gothic Revival church in America at mid-century
was Richard Upjohn whose English Gothic Trinity Church (1839-46) in New York
set a new standard of historical accuracy. Upjohn fully believed that Gothic
architecture was Christian architecture, and, as a devout High Church
Episcopalian, he felt that other Protestants were not quite worthy of Gothic
designs from his hand. The Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter (1859-60) on
Davies Place was the work of his office, especially of his son Richard M.
Upjohn.15
Holy Comforter represented the mature Gothic Revival church, no longer like
Christ Church a simple box with large windows and central tower. Instead it was
an asymmetrical, picturesque grouping of entrance porch, deep chancel, and
tower around the steep-roofed, low-walled nave. Interior light was subdued and
colored by stained glass, and, in combination with dark woodwork, created an
aura of mystery suited to this High Church parish known as having "a fuller
liturgical expression than in many other churches of the same denomination."
While the design generally conformed to Upjohn's preferred English Gothic, the
polychrome slate roof and banded coloration of the stone arches derived from
John Ruskin's advocacy of colorful Italian Gothic.16
With the completion of Holy Comforter, the people of St. Paul's Church may
have felt some discomfort with their Greek sanctuary. In 1872 a replacement was
readied by New York architect Emlen T. Littel: his arrangement of nave, side
aisles, tower and broach spire followed what was by then a common Gothic
Revival formula.17
The Episcopal Church set an architectural standard in nineteenth-century
America that was either accepted or rejected by other denominations. In
Poughkeepsie the Second Reformed Church erected in 1849 at Mill and
Catharine Streets followed the type of Trinity, New Haven, and Christ,
Poughkeepsie. The fourth edifice of the First Dutch Reformed Church,*
designed by Yonkers architect L. A. Gouch and completed in 1858 at Main and
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Washington Streets, was said to resemble its predecessor (built in 1822, burned
in 1857) "in size and architecture" but the corner placement of the tower followed Upjohn's practice, and the Gothic ornament of the exterior was even more
elaborate than what Episcopalians had attempted locally. The interior was graced
with a highly ornamental Gothic organ case, but otherwise its gallery, central
pulpit, and shallow chancel marked it as within the Protestant meeting-house
tradition.18
The Poughkeepsie Eagle, acting as civic booster, praised the "beauties" of
Gouch's design. The new church "will certainly be considerably ahead of the
older and plainer establishments" — "so much so that the good people worshipping in them begin to be. . . awakened to the necessity of making some improvements lest they be. . . too far in the rear." The writer was especially pleased with
the spire, feeling that "spires on churches are among the finest adornments a city
can have. . ."19
This same critic observed that the new Methodist Church* (1859) on
Washington Street would be "equal to the best, and up to the times," because it
too was to have a spire, a feature long spurned by Methodists as a Romish or
High Church affectation. In fact, no true spire was erected: high, twin pinnacles
apparently represented a compromise. The Washington Street Church would
also express its independence from Episcopalianism by choosing a round-arched
medieval style, the Romanesque, with its characteristically-arched corbel table.
The earlier (1853) Hedding Methodist Church on Clover Street had applied
similar Romanesque details to a big preaching box, which, like the Greek Revival
Cannon Street Methodist Church (1845) had not a hint of cupola or spire.2°
Other Protestants who disassociated themselves from Episcopal-tainted Gothic
were the Presbyterians and Congregationalists. The Presbyterian Church* on
Cannon Street (1850-51) in its massing resembled Christ Church and the recently
completed Second Reformed, but its arches were clearly Romanesque. So too
were the arches designed by James H. Dudley for the First Congregational
Church (1859-60) on Mill Street whose modest exterior was dominated by a great
spire. (Dudley was a Poughkeepsie carpenter who was among the first in the city
to use the title "architect" as a sign of higher professional status, which he did in
a ca. 1859 lithograph of the First Congregational Church.)21 The German
Lutheran Church (1866) in Grand Street was round-arched perhaps primarily as
an expression of the German origins of the congregation — the Romanesque
Revival in America being indebted to the German nineteenth-century
Rundbogenstil. 22
St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church (1853, with earlier and later parts) at the
foot of Mill Street was to be neither Gothic nor Romanesque, but Renaissance —
identifiable in the balustrade, urn-finials, pseudo-pilasters, keystones above the
round arches, and scrolls flanking the tower. The Renaissance was a style rarely
used by Protestants, for it expressed the Italian heritage of Roman Catholicism,
acknowledged by this Irish parish.23
Later in the century Episcopalians retained their allegiance to Gothic in the
splendid "Early English" style Christ Church (1886-89) on Academy Street by
one of New York's foremost architects, William A. Potter. Potter blended the picturesque Gothic of Upjohn with some of the massive Longmeadow brownstone
of Boston architect H. H. Richardson's medieval churches. Particularly impressive were the several picturesque appendages to the nave — transepts, baptistry, rector's office, narthex and tower with portecochere — all surrounded by
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an old churchyard so that even when new the "pile of buildings" provided a rare
American example of the "peculiar charm which history, association and sentiment have connected so long and so exclusively with the older places of worship
and with the village landscape of England."24
St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church* (1887-93) at South Hamilton and Church
Streets was described as "of the simple Gothic order." Where Christ Church was
designed by a renowned architect and built of finely crafted stone, wood, and
stained glass, St. Mary's was the work of the obscure Benjamin E. Lowe of
Brooklyn and Manhattan, and its iron columns were encased in tile, then
plastered, with not-quite-Gothic Corinthian capitals.25
Methodists who preferred Romanesque in the 1850s continued to do so in the
1890s. Trinity Church (1892) on South Hamilton Street was designed by architect
Corydon Wheeler (trained first as a carpenter-builder) with traditional roundarched forms and the desired tower.26
Quakers who had forbidden all ornament in their eighteenth-century meeting
houses were willing to bend to nineteenth-century taste to the extent of allowing
round molded lintels on the 1890 facade of the Orthodox Quaker Meeting House
on Montgomery Street. Change within the Baptist camp was even more striking.
Baptists who in colonial America had insisted upon spartan meeting houses
raised a magnificent Ruskinian polychromatic Gothic church (1875-77) on Mill
Street with the help of Vassar family funds. Designed by James S. Post, another
Poughkeepsie builder-turned-architect, the First Baptist Church was adorned
with monstrous Gothic creatures whose carved forms leered at worshipers entering the Mill Street porch.27
Not only churches but private residences too were affected by the shift away
from the Greek Revival toward picturesque medievalism. Brewer Matthew
Vassar, the one member of the Improvement Party to escape ruin in the 1837
panic, became the patron of Andrew Jackson Downing, the country's first great
landscape architect and propagandist for picturesque residences, whose home
and office were in Newburgh. It was Downing perhaps more than anyone who,
through his enormously popular writings, made the Grecian house passé after
1840, arguing that to plan a house as a "pseudo-Greek temple" was to restrict
unnecessarily the functional layout of rooms and to waste money on a high portico that did little to shelter from sun and rain. Moreover, the simple outlines of
the temple-house lacked the spirited irregularity of form, the picturesqueness,
that Downing advocated for suburban and rural houses.28
Vassar lived in an unassuming house* possessing only a few of the Greek
details generally adopted by his fellow improvers. Between 1850 and Downing's
tragic death in 1852, Vassar consulted with Downing on the landscaping and
architectual embellishment of farmland east of Academy Street and about a mile
south of the court house. Vassar developed the property, Springside, as his summer home, while welcoming the public to the picturesquely landscaped
grounds. 29
Downing personally designed the gardener's cottage* sometimes used as a
summer house by Vassar. While Downing influenced countless houses, very few
specifically designed by him have come to light. The cottage was similar to
"Design 111.-A Symmetrical Bracketed Cottage" in Downing's The Architecture of
Country Houses (1850). Although the front elevation was symmetrical, it had
several elements that lent "variety" or picturesqueness: deep, bracketed eaves;
prominent chimneys; projecting central gable with finial, pendants, and cut-out
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vergeboard; board-and-batten walls; hooded windows; and "quaint. . . pretty little open porch." Downing also designed the stable and carriage house* which
was illustrated and described in the 1852 edition of his Cottage Residences. It complemented the cottage as it too was both symmetrical and picturesque. In place of
chimneys Downing included a ventilator which would "add. . . to the picturesqueness of the building as [well] as to its comfort."3°
Modest examples of Downing's influence were the board-and-batten cottage
represented in Oakley Osborn's roofing advertisements of the 1870s and the
wooden cottage at 64 Montgomery Street. New York architect Detlef Lienau's
stone and brick gardener's cottage and gate lodge for the Bech estate (ca. 1875)
just north of the city demonstrate the survival of the picturesque Gothic cottage a
generation after Downing's death.31
Also Gothic was the Thomas L. Davies house* (1862) on Mansion Square,
designed by the Upjohn office, which bristled with decorative Gothic cutouts
and displayed a more striking Gothic polychromy than the firm's Church of the
Holy Comforter.32 The Davies House and subsequent St. Paul's Church signaled
the overthrow of Greek rule on Mansion Square.
Just as mid-century churches might be Gothic or Romanesque, so picturesque
houses might be Gothic or Italian villas. The Italian villa was a style recommended by Downing as producing "a pleasing and picturesque effect in fine
landscapes" through the "bold irregularity" of its forms, notably the tower or
campanile. Samuel F. B. Morse's Locust Grove, south of Springside and the
Rural Cemetery, was remodeled in 1852 by Morse and Alexander Jackson Davis,
a leading practitioner of picturesque architecture who had collaborated with
Downing in the 1840s. The remodeling resulted in an Italian villa with a blocky
western campanile, perhaps intended to remind Morse of the rural buildings of
Italy and the scenery he had loved to paint some twenty years before. Italianate
houses often did not have towers but only round, Roman arches and big,
bracketed cornices. Qualifying as Italianate, therefore, was the house* of George
Innis (remodeled 1859) at 40 Main Street.33
Italian architecture was also to influence the commercial buildings of the city at
mid-century. Poughkeepsie developed as a regional mercantile center,34 and, as
elsewhere in America, many of its Main Street store fronts resembled the urban
palaces of Renaissance Italy. Was this not appropriate given the fame of Florentine and Venetian merchants?
Sometimes the structure began as a Greek Revival house and was then
modified with Italian details to serve as a store. Van Kleek's Fur Store* at 259
Main Street in 1873 retained its old-fashioned classical doorway above the side
stoop while sporting a more up-to-date bracketed cornice. Like most storefronts,
the upper two stories were masonry while the street level shop windows, of
plate glass, were framed with slender iron columns.35 (Iron columns were used
in Main Street buildings as early as 1836: Robert Slee & Co.* at 328 Main Street
was said to have the first plate glass show windows in Poughkeepsie in 1860.36)
The fully developed Italianate storefront (such as 309 Main Street, 1871) had
not only a bracketed cornice, but molded lintels, rusticated stonework, and, atop
everything, an arched panel for the date or name of the building. At 399 Main
Street (1871) vertical piers ran continuously over the upper stories — a foretaste
of later skyscraper design. Rarely was the entire facade of cast iron and glass as in
the case of 295 Main Street (1872) which, like a Venetian Renaissance palace, did
away with broad, heavy walls in favor of a screen of columns and glass. The glass
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admitted abundant daylight, a boon before the invention of the light bulb, while
the iron allowed elaborate cast ornamentation at modest cost thanks to rapid production at the foundry and quick assembly on site.37
Iron and steel were employed more spectacularly in the cantilever and decktruss construction of the Poughkeepsie Bridge (1873-88). Chief engineer Thomas
Curtis Clarke allowed that his bridge was "not a thing of beauty," that "utility
alone" governed its design. Local boosters disagreed: the bridge was comparable
to Egyptian pyramids, Greek temples, Roman baths, medieval cathedrals, while
surpassing all other bridges in the world in terms of "magnitude, boldness of
design or beauty of shape and situation." Still, it was the cast iron Italianate
storefront that gave Poughkeepsie's core a stylish air and helped fulfill the city's
long-time ambition of having its Main Street stores capable of being "admired in
Broadway." In 1871 new stores on Main Street were said to be "approximating
the palatial style of the metropolis."38
The Italianate was applied to various public buildings ranging from the Alms
House (1868-69) by J. A. Wood (the leading architect in Poughkeepsie and the
mid-Hudson region in the 1860s and 70s), to the Riverview Academy* (1866-67;
perhaps also by Wood),39 and the Collingwood Building (1863) and Opera House
(1869) by James S. Post. The dome over the latter's auditorium was "elegantly
painted in fresco by a corps of Italian artists in the employ of Messrs. Battori and
Baffi, in the style of Roman and Italian decorations of 300 years ago.""
Many otherwise Italianate buildings were given mansard roofs, and so to the
nineteenth-century mind their character became French, associated with the
splendors of the Second Empire. Poughkeepsie's nationally renowned mansard
roofs belong to the Main Building (1861-65) at Vassar College, designed for
Matthew Vassar by James Renwick, Jr., of New York. These mansards crown a
series of pavilions intended to evoke the glories of the Palace of the Tuileries in
Paris, begun in 1564.41
Vassar Brothers Institute (1882-83; a benefaction of Matthew Vassar's
nephews) by J. A. Wood resembled the college in its central mansarded dome
flanked by lower mansards with dormer windows, although Wood's design
called for more vividly polychromatic brick and granite walls, with pilasters and
cast-iron porch columns less classical. The adjacent Vassar Brothers' Home for
Aged Men (1879-80), also by Wood, was not mansarded, but its bracketed eaves
with shallow gables were akin to Wood's earlier Alms House.42 The brackets and
balustrades were Italian, the arched corbel tables Romanesque, the polychrome
walls generally Ruskinian — the building a distinctly eclectic masterwork by
Wood.
The Vassars were rivaled as architectural patrons by Harvey Eastman, founder
and head of the Eastman Business College which between 1859 and 1878 claimed
to have trained more than 25,000 men. In 1874, Eastman added a substantial
addition to the college's Washington Street main building.* The addition, turreted Gothic, probably was supposed to remind students and prospective
students of older and more prestigious institutions like medieval Oxford and
Cambridge, or even relatively new ones like New York University which
occupied a collegiate Gothic building by A. J. Davis. No Parthenon offspring for
Eastman; the Greek Revival was dead, and the business college's publicity
linked the study of Latin and Greek with idleness and failure."
The French mansarded style, however, is strongly associated with Eastman.
His own house,* in Eastman Park, was described to tourists in 1871 as "a large
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building, with towers, verandas, Mansard roof, and richly ornamented. The
style of architecture is peculiar, but displays admirable taste." Actually the style
was a then-common combination of French mansard and Italian villa. Following
the example of Matthew Vassar, Eastman in 1867 opened his landscaped grounds
of some 27 acres to the public. He expressed his wealth and hospitality by ordering a wall coped with white marble some 2000 feet around the grounds (somewhat in the manner of New York's Central Park) but made so low that it was not
a barrier.44 Adjacent to Eastman Park was the Soldiers Memorial Fountain (1870),
a project initiated by Eastman and fabricated by Janes and Kirtland Iron Works.
Its style, too, was French, borrowed from fountains in the Place de la Concorde
designed by J. I. Hittorff in 1854.45
Eastman's most ambitious architectural undertaking, Eastman Terrace (1873),
was "the most notable folly of the day" according to Edmund Platt. It was intended as a row of "23 first-class artistic dwellings" defining the southern border
of Eastman Park, although only ten were completed. Imposing mansards whose
varying height suggests the French pavilion system were designed by New
Yorker Edward G. Thompson. Eastman's publicity announced the style as
"English Renaissance, or Anglicized modern French." This was explained to
mean that while the mansards were ultimately French, the "greater boldness
of. . . projections and mouldings" was an English feature. Buildings in the
English health-spa city of Leamington were cited as precedents, as were row
houses in Boston and New York, and even Hartford and Bridgeport.46 The lively
polychrome of the exterior — red Philadelphia pressed brick, Ohio stone trim,
brilliantly painted iron cresting, and strategically placed illuminated tiles — was
also found in Thompson's "modified and modernized" Gothic High School*
(1871-72) on Washington Street.47
Eastman hoped that prosperous New Yorkers would look upon his terrace and
park as better than Fifth Avenue and Central Park, with the same "elegance and
comfort" but at a cheaper price. Moreover, he offered healthier air, "beautiful
rural surroundings," and an iron sphinx guarding the terrace entrance. Sadly,
the country was about to enter a depression when Eastman was selling the
houses in 1873, and he took a very substantial loss."
Harvey Eastman died in 1878 but his widow and assistant continued his school
and even undertook its enhancement by erecting a towered and mansarded
structure* (1883) by J. A. Wood. At last the school had a building worthy of its
self-proclaimed stature as the "largest, most commodious and perfect institution
of the kind in the country."49
The Poughkeepsie Savings Bank on Market Street could make no such claim,
yet it too put up a stylish mansarded front* to attract depositors. In 1870 the Savings Bank placed a drawing of its proposed facade on public display: the Daily
Eagle opined that the "ornamental" cast-iron front with "French roof" would
combine "beauty and durability." It promised to be "a grand and imposing
edifice" — just what had been expected of banks since the Greek Revival period,
and the facade did forgo the openness of 295 Main Street in favor of broad,
rusticated piers 50
So pervasive was the French taste that even factories were sometimes mansarded: perhaps the most elegant was the J. 0. Whitehouse Boot and Shoe Factory* (1879) at Main and Cherry "finished with a handsome tower."51
The mansard mania of the 1860s and 70s faded in the 80s. By 1891 David W.
King's syndicated column in the Daily Eagle looked back disdainfully at the era:
25

"As in fashions of dress, so in those of architecture, there will be at times strong
reactions. . . . A good example. . . is the rise and decline of the Mansard or French
roof, which was the fashion twenty or more years since . . . a hideous vision to
the artistic eye. Happily the fashion has changed." King recommended what his
contemporaries called the Queen Anne Style, a return to "picturesque effects"
similar to the Gothic Revival but using English residential sources from the very
end of the medieval period.52 Openings were rectangular (or sometimes round
arched), second stories slightly overhung first, and a variety of materials — clapboard, shingles, brick, terra cotta — were often employed on a single exterior.
A Queen Anne house at 25 Garfield Place built by engraver James Smillie for
his daughter Mary S. Throop was designed by Syracuse architects Kirby and
Bates about 1882 with overhangs, scalloped shingles, a bit of half-timbering in
the front gable, and sun-burst motifs in the porch. Builder-turned-architect
Arnout Cannon's brick and shingled office and house (by 1889) at Academy and
Church Streets had one entrance marked by an intricately spindled hood (like a
piece of Eastlake furniture) supported by brackets with carved sunbursts.53
The wildly eclectic John H. Brinckerhoff house at 85 South Hamilton Street displayed a sweeping porch whose deck-like shape reminded passers-by that in
1883 Captain Brinckerhoff became the owner of the Hudson River steamboat
Mary Powell — as do the spindles arranged like spokes of repeated paddle
wheels or steering wheels. Much more subdued was Frederick Clarke Withers'
design for Frank Hasbrouck's house (1885) at 75 Market Street, identified as
"Queen Anne" by the architect who had been Downing's protégé and Vaux's
partner. Here the polychrome effects of Withers' earlier work was replaced by a
harmony of brick and terra cotta. Were the Dutch gables inspired by Hasbrouck's
Hudson Valley ancestry and historical interests?54
Withers used the Queen Anne on an institutional scale for Vassar Brothers
Hospital* (1884), similar to the Hasbrouck house in the arcaded porch, occasional
terra cotta panels, and markedly vertical brick chimneys. Half-timbering and
horizontal window bands found in the second-story oriel were part of the
vocabulary of Richard Norman Shaw, the foremost English exponent of the
Queen Anne. It was hoped that the "beauty of external surroundings"
the
landscaping and views of the Hudson, but also, no doubt, the architecture
reminiscent of a quaint English manor house — would "mitigate the [patients]
suffering." A more formal, almost classical version of the Queen Anne was
chosen by the Treasury Department's Supervising Architect, M. E. Bell, in planning the Post Office* (1885-86) on Market Street.55 Its cupola stemmed from
those above Georgian public buildings.
The robust, freely Romanesque buildings of H. H. Richardson were widely
influential in the 1880s and 90s; as late as 1904 his successors, Shepley, Rutan
and Coolidge, erected the Vassar College Chapel in the Norman Romanesque
style. The light tones of its granite and sandstone walls differed from Richard son's
usual contrast of brownstone and granite, an effect observable in the patterning
of the central gable of the National Guard Armory erected by the state in 1891 at
Market and Church Streets. Isaac G. Perry, the state architect responsible for the
completion of Richardson's design for the State Capitol in Albany, borrowed
other Richardsonian devices. Perry employed the great round arches about the
entrance, the cylindrical turrets, and slit-like windows which the master would
use for libraries and houses, but which seem more fitting to express the fortress
function of the Armory, a bastion of order should the National Guard have been
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called upon to pacify unruly strikers. The castellated appearance of the Phoenix
Hose Company* (1901) by William J. Beardsley was probably in response to the
need for towers for such purposes as a belfry, lookout, and hose drying.
(Beardsley, originally employed in his father's Poughkeepsie sash and blind factory, went on to become a prolific designer of governmental buildings across the
state. Franklin Roosevelt said he "knows more supervisors in New York state
than any other man. ")56
A preference for more monumental buildings grew in Poughkeepsie in the
later nineteenth century, as it did elsewhere. William Appleton Potter's Christ
Church surpassed earlier city churches in magnificence. Potter's half-brother,
Bishop Henry Codman Potter, justified the splendor of Christ Church by remarking on the increase of "palatial houses that have sprung up around us. If a man
decorates his own house, why should he not give his best to God's house?"57
The rich often opted for visible expressions of their wealth in great houses. A
1906 booklet promoting the city singled out "four of Poughkeepsie's magnificent
residences." One, the William A. Adriance house on Academy Street had heavy
stonework in the manner of Richardson and his disciple Bruce Price.
Another, the Atwater House* (ca. 1897) at 136 South Hamilton Street belonged
to the Colonial Revival, resembling an overblown eighteenth-century Georgian
house with pedimented pavilion and elaborate porches. Its immediate ancestors
were Colonial Revival houses by McKim, Mead and White in the 1880s. Smaller
versions of this sort of formal Colonial house were designed by Percival M. Lloyd
(a graduate of Riverview Military Academy trained in Cannon's office) for James
D. Keith (1900) at 151 Academy Street and by DuBois Carpenter (trained in the
offices of Corydon Wheeler and William J. Beardsley) for two clients by 1909.58
Simultaneously Lloyd and Carpenter were also designing shingled houses
with few ornamental moldings, which, while still picturesque, represented a
turn toward simplicity and order in contrast to the Queen Anne of the 1880s.
Examples were 123 and 125 South Hamilton Street which Lloyd designed for the
Suburban Realty Company in 190959 and a gambrel-roofed house built by
Carpenter by 1909. The gambrel had colonial roots, and a primary source for
these "Shingle Style" houses was the wooden house of seventeenth-century
New England.
Poughkeepsie's fascination with colonial artifacts had been evident for some
time. In 1835 the writer and antiquarian Benson Lossing made a sketch of the
Balthus Van Kleeck house (ca. 1702) shortly before its destruction. Lossing and
his wife were primarily responsible for recreating "the Old Room" at the
Dutchess County and Poughkeepsie Sanitary Fair of 1864. The exhibit, popular
with "multitudes of visitors," was described as "an exact reproduction of a sitting room of 100 years ago, entered through an old-fashioned porch, with latch
and huge brass knocker, and furnished. . . [with] many rare articles . . . from the
Van Kleeck house." Then, about 1890, it became fashionable to include an occasional colonial detail in new houses to justify a claim such as was made for
Arnout Cannon's Charles H. Barnes house* on Church Street, that it was "in the
old colonial style": there was a divided Dutch door and a Palladian window, but
non-colonial features dominated.°
The great popularity of the Colonial Revival from the 1890s through the twentieth century has been rooted primarily in its appeal as America's native style —
not Greek, not French, but American. Well-to-do patriotic citizens of old
American ancestry who saw their society threatened by massive immigration
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and social upheaval might seek to build nostalgic recreations of the homes of
their virtuous ancestors. Caroline Swift Atwater, who with her husband Edward
built the large Georgian house on South Hamilton Street, was a charter member
and first regent of the Mahwenawasig Chapter, Daughters of the American
Revolution, in 1894. Three years later she purchased the eighteenth-century
Everitt (Clinton) house for the chapter.61
The Colonial Revival did have rivals in residential construction in the early
1900s. Row upon row of inexpensive duplexes in a stripped version of the Queen
Anne were built on Lexington Avenue, Fox Terrace, and elsewhere before World
War I. For better-off members of the middle class there were eclectic houses like
Lloyd's E. A. Nelson house, 9 Dwight Street, with its classical porch, Queen
Anne bay and gable, and Mediterranean tile roof. More inventive were numerous bungalows, one-and-a-half-story houses with broad, low-pitched roofs
usually incorporating the front porch. Fine specimens were those of Clarence
Sague (1910) on Hooker Avenue and Charles H. Barnes (1911) at 39 Garfield
Place, the latter by DuBois Carpenter. The Samuel Moore bungalow (1910) at 37
Adriance Avenue is important as a design by Gustav Stickley, a leading
American exponent of the Arts and Crafts movement. The simple, straight lines
of the bungalow (built of cement over hollow tile, with a fieldstone foundation
and green slate roof) related well to the sturdy oak Craftsman furniture for which
Stickley is best known. Samuel Moore, pressured by his family to enter the
family shoe business, was a frustrated artist whose designs were in sympathy
with Stickley's Arts and Crafts work.62
In turn-of-the-century public or semi-public buildings, the Colonial Revival
played an important part. The Tennis Club (1894) was designed by Walter
Scofield in "the old colonial style" with broad piazza to the east and north,
porte-cochere to the south. The monumental Colonial Revival of the Atwater
house had its public counterpart in the city Infirmary (1908) by Percival Lloyd,
said to be in "colonial" style with its red brick walls and giant Ionic portico. The
name of the adjacent Alms House had been changed to City Home to diminish
the cold, institutional stigma and stress the "home idea."63 The Colonial Revival
was widely adopted for hospitals seeking to assure patients that they would be
well treated as residents in a home.
The Amrita Club (1912) provided Poughkeepsie's elite a taste of the
eighteenth-century American elegance previously revived in New York at the
Harvard Club (1893) by McKim, Mead and White. Club president and mayor
John K. Sague proposed that the club's architecture typified "the orderly progress of a community" as it utilized "what was best in the early architecture of
the city" while including "all the modern improvements."64
European classicism, however, was the stronger influence on public building
in early twentieth-century Poughkeepsie, as it was across America, thanks to the
dominance of the Parisian Ecole des Beaux-Arts in architectural education and
the generous publicity accorded the monumental classical buildings in the BeauxArts manner at the World's Columbian Exposition held in Chicago in 1893. The
Adriance Memorial Library (1898) by former Poughkeepsian Charles F. Rose,
with its white marble "French Renaissance" facade and dome, brought some of
the dignity of the Chicago fair to a small city library.65
A 1911 article on "The Rejuvenation of Poughkeepsie" illustrated Adriance
Library as a key image of recent "civic progress." There were others. The Court
House (1903) by William Beardsley, architect of eleven court houses throughout
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the state, was built on the site of the 1809 court house. Some citizens preferred
the restrained classicism of the old to the heavy polychrome ornamentation and
awkward though symmetrical classicism of the new. Nevertheless, others saw in
its (classical) architecture "not a voice of anarchy, not a voice of
disruption . . . ,but a voice of order.. . . of the highest respect for the laws of our
country." This sense of order, widely sought in government buildings of the
time, was more marked in 1909 when, during the Hudson-Fulton celebration,
giant but temporary columns along Market Street created a "Court of Honor"
suggestive of the one at the 1893 Chicago fair.66
Beardsley created a variation of his court house in the Columbus Institute*
(1904) on Washington Street for the Knights of Columbus. The YMCA (Protestant where the Knights were Catholic) moved out of its outmoded quarters next
to the Columbus Institute and into an up-to-date structure (1909) whose white
marble and terra cotta Renaissance facade on Market Street reminded one
reporter of "some great city palace." The design by Jackson and Rosencrans of
New York, specialists in YMCA work, had the sophistication of McKim, Mead
and White's Italian palaces like Tiffany's, New York, 1903. The notion of civic
improvement through building monuments of classical beauty was partly
grounded in the hope that such improvement would help mold better citizens.
Young men of the Eastman-Gaines Schools were informed that, entering the
YMCA daily and encountering "harmony of color and line and contour form[ing]
a unit of beauty," they would surely become "the better for that beauty."67
Businesses, too, were supporters of the effort to rejuvenate the city not only
through improvements in paving, sewer, water, lighting, and parks, but also
through beautiful classical buildings. Luckey, Platt & Company, the region's
leading department store, rebuilt 336-340 Main Street in a lavishly ornamented
Beaux-Arts style in 1901. In 1910 Percival Lloyd was responsible for a more
quietly detailed section on Academy Street, and in 1923 Edward C. Smith added
the large block at Main and Academy Streets.68
The long-standing connection between banks and classical design was
strengthened in the early 1900s. The Poughkeepsie Trust Company demolished
the small Poughkeepsie Bank (1830), and Lloyd designed a five-story replacement (1907), a little skyscraper dressed in some of the heavy Renaissance ornament that covered such larger New York skyscrapers as the Flatiron Building
(1902). The banking room was reputed to be "the handsomest and most
elaborate" in the area, its Mycenian marble columns topped by Corinthian
capitals finished in gold and aluminum. Underneath was a skeleton of reinforced
concrete.69 The Poughkeepsie Savings Bank followed suit, destroying its cast
iron building and putting up a Greek temple or treasury-facaded replacement
(1911) whose large scale and extensive glass indicated its twentieth-century date.
The classical facade told of the bank's commitment to tradition and civic beauty
— as did the stained glass panel picturing Hendrik Hudson's Half Moon which
extended above the vault."
The Board of Trade told the world in 1906 that "Poughkeepsie is preeminently
the 'City Beautiful,' " stressing the attractiveness of its residential areas. But during this period industrial firms increasingly sought the services of architects to
bring their factories into harmony with the envisioned city beautiful. Most prominent was the FIAT plant (1909) just north of the city, designed by Percival
Lloyd with three decorative gables (from the Spanish mission style) above its
reinforced concrete frame and window walls.71
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These efforts at bringing classicism to the city were made without the benefit of
a comprehensive city plan. During World War I the Chamber of Commerce,
inspired by the Delaware and Hudson Plaza in Albany, tried to initiate such a
plan to enhance the city's "beauty and convenience." Poughkeepsie did gain a
new gateway, the New York Central Station (1918), designed by Warren and
Wetmore as a plainer, Italian-style version of the Grand Central Terminal
(1903-13). The five great arches of the Poughkeepsie station rose like Roman
triumphal arches as a monumental approach to the city. At the same time Mayor
Daniel W. Wilbur hoped to replace the 1831 city hall with a splendid but narrow
Beaux-Arts city hall evocative, some said, of the 42nd Street elevation of the New
York Public Library. 72
While public architecture was dominated by classicism (European and
American colonial) early in the century, its reign was not absolute. Firehouses by
Beardsley were castellated (Phoenix Hose, 1901) or a mixture of Gothic and
Renaissance (Niagara Steamer, 1909)." Public schools like Abraham Lincoln
(1906, by Beardsley) tended to be of "no special architectural period,"74 although
the new High School (1911-14) by Wilson Potter of New York was hailed as "the
people's college," and so its style was appropriately collegiate Gothic. (In this it
resembled contemporary New York high schools.") Restaurants ranged from the
Japanese Garden* and the Pompeiian Room* (the latter by Lloyd, 1911) at the
Morgan House, to the quaint colonial Tea" Shop which opened in 1913 in the
Mott-Van Kleeck house (1780s) on Market Street.76
Churches and their architects continued to select from a variety of styles
according to their understanding of the associations attached to specific styles.
Mount Carmel Roman Catholic Church (1910) on Cataract Place was designed by
Nicholas Serracino of New York for an Italian parish. The design stemmed from
the Italian Renaissance, which was appropriate, but the press reported that the
"severe and imposing Doric" was the sort "followed by early colonial builders."
The tenuous relation to the early nineteenth-century American Greek Revival
(not early colonial) may have been put forward to convince those of older
American ancestry that this immigrant parish wished to be assimilated into
American culture. Their pastor, the Rev. Nicholas Pavone, did insist that "the
building of their own church will serve to settle them and make them better
citizens of the town."77
Protestants did not venture beyond the tried and true medieval styles. The
First Presbyterian Church (1902-08), hailed as the "finest church edifice in the
Hudson Valley," was designed by Percival Lloyd in what he called, confusingly,
"Romanesque with a French renaissance Norman treatment in detail." This was
to be his sole try at a large church. The interior decoration was acknowledged to
be perhaps finer than the exterior; after all, it was the creation of the illustrious
Tiffany & Company. The four clustered piers supporting the ceiling were faced
with Tiffany inlaid glass mosaics, and the internal coloration overall was "almost
dazzlingly rich and beautiful. "78•
The First Reformed Church (1919-23), relocated on Hooker Avenue, avoided
Poughkeepsie architects and selected the Boston firm of Allen and Collens. Their
handsome collegiate Gothic buildings at Vassar College like Thompson Memorial
Library (1905) were proof of their ability to produce literate Gothic ("Early
English lancet Gothic" in the case of the Reformed Church). The interior of stone
piers and arches with a wooden trussed ceiling was said to "surround one with a
feeling of reverence." Upjohn had of course intended his Gothic interiors to have
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the same effect. The Gothic arches formed within the steel towers of the MidHudson Bridge (1924-30) by Ralph Modjeski and Daniel E. Moran may not have
evoked feelings of Christian reverence in motorists, but perhaps these towers
were the shrines of the new technological society."
Architecture was, in the period under study, thought to be a fine art and as
such was the prerogative of the white middle and upper classes. Blacks rarely
figured as architectural patrons or designers. The place of the black in this
scheme is suggested by the Old Room at the 1864 Sanitary Fair where among the
quaint furniture and costumed figures was "an old darkey, with smiling
countenance and contented air, sitting in the chimney corner looking on the
movement of massa and missus. . . ."80
Blacks, however, might receive architecture as a gift from white philanthropists. William W. Smith was the largest donor in the construction of the
Ebenezer Baptist Church (1904-05) and personally paid for the A. M. E. Zion
Church (1910-11), both Gothic designs by DuBois Carpenter. Early A. M. E.
churches had, like Methodist chapels, eschewed all ornament, but by 1890 the
prohibition had been relaxed and the Gothic, including stained glass,
permitted.81
The Christian Science Church (1902) on Market Street by Lloyd did not resemble a conventional church, but its "English half-timbered style" gave it a residential or club-like appearance, anticipating the "homey feeling" and a sense of
"light, simplicity and cheerfulness" sought by later Christian Science churches.82
Also unconventional was the Greek Orthodox Church (1924) on Academy
Street described by the Eagle-News as "an imposing Byzantine structure. . . in
keeping with the traditions and needs of the church." The first Greeks had arrived in the city about 1902, and the immigrant congregation could not afford a
structure that would be truly imposing and Byzantine. Their architect,
Carpenter, reduced his usual fee and designed a plain, round-arched exterior,
while the interior was made distinctive by a finely carved iconostasis.83
The first synagogue in Poughkeepsie built for that purpose was erected for
Congregation Schomre Hadath on South Bridge Street in 1923-24. Once again
Carpenter was the architect, in this instance donating his services out of gratitude to his several Jewish clients for previous commissions. Jews in the nineteenth century had searched for a suitable historic style to apply to synagogues —
none better than the not-quite-appropriate Moorish had been found. Carpenter,
in one of his most successful designs, here turned away from historicism (as he
did in his bungalows) and relied on simple rectilinear shapes, at least below the
underscaled twin domes."
After 1920 ornamental Beaux-Arts classicism fell from favor. A form of stripped,
minimally ornamented classicism was adopted, as in the Home Co-Operative
Savings and Loan Association (1926-27) on Cannon Street. Sometimes colorful
abstract geometric decoration (now celebrated as Art Deco) was applied, as in the
Church Building (1931-32) at Main and Market. The Gothic of the High School
was continued in the Governor Clinton School (1925) by Beardsley, although this
Gothic might also be called stripped. Engine Company No. 7 (1929) on Hooker
Avenue was Tudor Gothic of a residential cast to blend with neighborhood housing — or perhaps to set a standard for that housing. Its architect, Charles Cooke
was a Poughkeepsie native and probably its first university-trained architect
(University of Pennsylvania, class of 1913). None of these buildings displayed
the sort of robust ornament favored by Victorians, and in fact designers of the
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1930s were offended by what they considered the excesses of Victorian taste:
Edward Smith, for one, recommended that Soldier's Fountain "be made inoffensive . . . by the elimination of certain embellishments."85
The Colonial Revival remained popular as a style which was both American
and tasteful, not overly enriched. The Merchants' National Bank (1925) on Main
Street was given a restrained Georgian facade by Smith. A plainer Georgian was
chosen by Quakers for the Friends Meeting House (1927) on Hooker Avenue by
Alfred Busselle of New York. After flirting with the fashions of the world in the
late nineteenth century, Quakers in 1927 wanted to return to the austerity of their
colonial meeting houses, while allowing for such non-colonial ideas as a single
entrance for both sexes.
Houses of the 1920s were Tudor (or more vaguely English), Spanish mission,
French chateau, and Italian, but bungalows and colonials (New England and
Dutch) were probably the most popular.87 A realty company headed by Robert
C. Daniels in 1925 was constructing houses of three types — Dutch colonial, cottages, and bungalows — in the vicinity of College and Park Avenues. A wellpublicized New England colonial house built in 1924 for Irving Lasher by L. H.
Swenson & Company general contractors represented a standard symmetrical
five-bay Georgian composition with side porches that was often reproduced
across the country in the 1920s.88
Dutch colonials — gambrel-roofed houses with a dormer running continuously
across the lower roof surface — had little or nothing to do with the early fieldstone houses built by the Dutch in the county. Poughkeepsie architects seem to
have taken little interest in the colonial landmarks of the area. Local historians
led by Helen Wilkinson Reynolds were making a serious study of the county's
oldest buildings and the Clinton and Glebe houses were preserved, but the city's
architects did not play a leading role.89
The most famous champion of the revival of Dutch colonial fieldstone architecture was Hyde Park's Franklin D. Roosevelt. As president, Roosevelt assumed
the pleasant task of determining the design of the Poughkeepsie Post Office. In
1936 he ordered the government's architect to follow the lamented 1809 court
house but substitute irregular fieldstone for the stuccoed walls and cut stone trim
of the original. FDR subsequently was consulted by Merrit C. Speidel, owner of a
newspaper chain including the Poughkeepsie New Yorker and Eagle News, concerning his plans for the Poughkeepsie Newspaper Building or "News Cathedral"
(built 1941-43). Speidel had a penchant for colonial design, and so his architects
(Benham and Richards of Columbus, Ohio, with Charles Cooke associated) produced a colonial plant with modified Independence Hall tower. Because of FDR's
influence, the walls were of stone acquired from the meadows, stone fences, and
quarries of the county.9°
The post office and News Cathedral stood at the north end of New Market
Street, opened between 1916 and 1928 by the Sague Realty Company headed by
James E. Sague. Roosevelt had followed Sague's wish that a fine public building
should command the head of the street. Speidel's building on the southeast corner of Mansion and New Market, a site FDR recommended, represented a
second imposing civic building, looking like a city hall. But a third building was
required on the southwest corner to complete the plaza. At a 1941 press conference Roosevelt called for a new city hall on that corner. All concerned knew he
meant a fieldstone city hall, but the president did not rule city government and
nothing was done. Or rather, Cooke was called upon to repair and restore the old
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city hall in 1944.
Roosevelt believed in reproducing the old fieldstone structures of the county as
a way of creating permanent memorials and reminders of the continuous thread
of history linking the past, present, and future. He knew that his social programs
might well disappear under a later administration, but he was confident that
buildings like the post office would remain as bonds between the times of his
Dutchess County ancestors, himself, and future generations.91
Modern design as practiced by Frank Lloyd Wright and International Style
architects in America and Europe was opposed by FDR and most Americans in
the 1930s for houses and civic buildings. Its harsh lines had neither charm nor
any of the associations which clung to the historical styles. Cooke tried a compromise in designing a gymnasium for Lincoln Center* (1936-38), a settlement
house on the former Riverview Academy grounds. It was modern in its boxy
shape and horizontal window bands, but traditional in its veneer of stone from
local quarries. Was Cooke fearful of presidential intervention if this WPAsponsored project failed to use stone from the county? Or were Cooke and his
client (the Center's leader was Marjorie Dodd MacCracken, wife of the president
of Vassar College) desirous of exposing the Polish, Italian and Hungarian
children to a bit of traditional American design as part of the process "to inspire
high-minded citizenship and loyalty. "92
What modernism did appear by 1940 did not come under governmental sponsorship. Private enterprise found that a public that preferred to live in quiet colonial houses was still excited by the possibility of eating in the sleekly moderne
Smith Brothers Luncheonette* or Streamline Diner*, and buying a "Dodge
Luxury Liner. . . a picture of streamlined grace" from the "modern" display
room of John Van Benschoten, Inc.93
After the war modern design came to dominate public architecture as the
decorous selection of historical styles was replaced by an austere functionalism
thought applicable to all building types. For some, the ideal of modernist uniformity made the destruction of aging, revival-style buildings seem tolerable or
even desirable. But happily the upheavals of the recent past have not been sufficient to obliterate altogether the landmarks of the previous century and a half.
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Gideon P. Hewitt house, Mansion Street, 1836.
Photograph courtesy of Dutchess County Historical Society

Christ Church, 1833-34.
Photograph courtesy of Dutchess County Historical Society
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Poughkeepsie Collegiate School, 1835-36.
Photograph courtesy of Jeanne Opdycke
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Poughkeepsie Bank (later Trust Company), 1830.
Photograph courtesy of Dutchess County Historical Society
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Church of the Holy Comforter, 1859-60, by Richard M. Upjohn.
Photograph courtesy of the Upjohn Family Collection of Architectural Drawings, Avery Architectural and Fine
Arts Library, Columbia University.

Methodist Episcopal Church, Washington Street, 1859.
Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library Local History Collection
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First Congregational Church, 1859-60,
by James H. Dudley.

St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church,
ca. 1853.

Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library
Local History Collection

Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library
Local History Collection

Christ Church, 1886-89, by William A. Potter (King's
Handbook of Notable Episcopal Churches).
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Cottage at Springside, 1850-52, by Andrew Jackson Downing.
Photograph courtesy of Jeanne Opdycke

Thomas L. Davies house, 1862, by the Upjohn office.
Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library Local History Collection

44

Locust Grove, sketch of proposed alterations by Samuel F.B. Morse.
Photograph courtesy of Young-Morse Historic Site

Van Kleeck's Hat and Fur Store.
Photograph courtesy of Dutchess County Historical Society
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Riverview Academy, 1866-67.
Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library Local History Collection

Vassar Brothers Institute, 1882-83, by J.A. Wood.
Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library Local History
Collection
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Eastman Business College, ca. 1874 (Eastman's Business College Catalogue, 1883).
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Eastman Terrace, 1873, by Edward G. Thompson (Auction notice for June 28, 1873).
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Poughkeepsie Savings Bank, 1870
(Poughkeepsie Illustrated, 1891).

Poughkeepsie High School, 1871-72,
by Edward G. Thompson.
Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library
Local History Collection

Frank Hasbrouck house, 1885, by Frederick Clarke Withers.
Photo by author
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Vassar Brothers Hospital, 1884, by F. C. Withers.
Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library Local History Collection

"Four of Poughkeepsie's magnificent residences" — clockwise from upper left: Adriance,
Sherrill, William A. Adriance, and Edward Atwater houses (Poughkeepsie of Today,
1906).
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Lexington Avenue houses, ca. 1912-14.
Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library Local History Collection

Samuel Moore house, 1910, by Gustav Stickley and DuBois Carpenter. (Craftsman,
Nov. 1910).
50

Dutchess County Court House, 1903, by William J. Beardsley. (Curt Teich postcard, ca.
1915).

YMCA, 1909, by Jackson & Rosencrans.
Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library Local History Collection
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LUCKEY, PLATT & CO.'S FURNITURE STORE
Luckey, Platt & Co., Academy Street facade, 1910, by Percival M. Lloyd (A Tale of 50
Years, Luckey Platt & Co. 1869-1919).

Poughkeepsie Savings Bank, 1911,
by Mowbray & Liffinger (A Century
of Service 1831-1931).
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New York Central Station, 1918, by Warren & Wetmore.
Photograph by author

Mount Cannel Roman Catholic Church, 1910, by Nicolas
Serracino.
Photograph courtesy of Dutchess County Historical Society
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A.M.E. Zion Church, 1910-11, by DuBois Carpenter.
Photograph by author

Congregation Schomre Hadath, 1923-24, by DuBois Carpenter.
Photograph by author
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Poughkeepsie Newspaper Building, 1941-43, by Benham & Richards with Charles Cooke.
Photograph courtesy of Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park

Smith Brothers Luncheonette (Curt Teich postcard, 1938).
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A Young Lawyer's Trials:
Opportunities and Obstacles
In Poughkeepsie, 1780-1800
Marta Wagner

I

n 1793 James Kent left Poughkeepsie, having just lost an election for the
United States Congress to his brother-in-law, Theodorus Bailey. In The Eagle's
History of Poughkeepsie, Edmund Platt attributed the move to Kent's political
"estrangement" from "his Poughkeepsie friends." This explanation followed
the analysis put forward by the defeated candidate himself. Kent blamed his loss
on the betrayal of "some principal men," with whom he had family and business
connections. According to Kent, they had "either been instrumental, or willingly
connived in. . . gross tales of calumny and hypocrisy to injure [his] reputation. " 1
Nevertheless, Kent's version of the affair deserves closer scrutiny. His account
indicated a certain surprise at his brother-in-law's opposition. Bailey, however,
had run unsuccessfully in the district in the previous two elections, the first
under the United States Constitution. Kent, therefore, was the newcomer to the
race, hoping to replace the retiring incumbent, Egbert Benson. Perhaps Kent and
his backers expected Bailey to abandon the contest in deference to their relationship. Although Kent may have seen himself as a kind of fusion candidate, hindsight suggests a different interpretation.2
Kent's defeat occurred in the midst of a political realignment. It affected Congressional elections around the nation and in 1800 resulted in Thomas Jefferson's
victory over John Adams for President. The causes of this transformation lay in
the changes happening in localities like Poughkeepsie. This same pattern of
development also led to the incorporation of the village in 1799, separating the
center of commerce near the Dutchess County courthouse from the more agricultural areas of the Town of Poughkeepsie.3
In 1790, the entire town had a population of 2529 men, women, and children
living in 371 families and including 207 slaves. By 1800, it had reached 3246, in
489 families, with 177 slaves. According to the best estimate of Poughkeepsie's
population during the War for Independence, "it was a growing town, containing in 1775 about five hundred people in the village proper and another thousand
or so in the surrounding countryside." On the basis of evidence from maps, Platt
deduced that "between 1770 and 1790 the number of houses in the central section of Poughkeepsie about doubled." He further concluded that "this growth
was in large part after 1783." Therefore, much of Poughkeepsie's increase in the
number and density of its inhabitants, especially in the area around the courthouse, occurred after James Kent's arrival in 1781.4
Marta Wagner, assistant professor of history at Western Maryland College, Westminster,
Maryland, received her doctorate from Yale University in 1983. She is currently working
on a study of the courtships undertaken by members of a Connecticut family in the era of
the American Revolution.
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CHANCELLOR KENT
From the pastel portrait by James Sharpless
Made when the Chancellor was about twenty-five years of age
Original in the possession of Mr. William Kent
of Tuxedo Park, New York

Reprinted by permission of The Yale Law Journal Company and Fred B. Rothman & Company from The Yale Law Journal, Vol. 17, p. 310.

57

Jonathan Clark recently studied the town's division into Loyalists and Patriots
during the War for Independence. He asserted that, in part due to its small size,
"Poughkeepsie shared three fundamental attributes with most of the rest of
America: it was overwhelmingly rural, parochial, and Protestant." Declaring the
amount of revolutionary upheaval minimal, Clark contended that the town's
leaders sought "to enforce a patriotic consensus." They allowed opponents of
independence to continue living among their neighbors, so long as the dissidents
did not act on or voice their views. He concluded that this policy, in a context of
traditional values, accounted for the high numbers of both Patriots and Loyalists
who appeared in the 1790 census of Poughkeepsie: "Ties to family, to farms, and
to the community — ties that were enhanced by the quest for consensus undertaken by Patriot leaders — proved to a surprising extent stronger than political
causes. " 5
The cohesive community described by Clark still existed when James Kent arrived to study law with Egbert Benson. Such a sojourn did not represent a break
with tradition. His father, Moss Kent, had been admitted to the bar in Poughkeepsie in 1755, after preparing under Bartholomew Crannel. But the American
Revolution had brought some changes to the town. Crannel had left with a small
number of other Loyalists who could not accept the terms set by Patriot leaders.
Benson, the state Attorney General, had located his office in Poughkeepsie because
of the British occupation of New York City. For the same reason, the state
legislature had met in the Dutchess County courthouse several times in the course of
the war. Governor George Clinton had maintained a residence in the house Crannel
vacated. Various campaigns in the vicinity had not only provided opportunities for
provisioning troops and refugees, shipbuilding, and iron founding, but hadalso
occasioned hardships when supplies ran short.6
As Clark demonstrated, such responses to the emergencies of the War for Independence did not necessarily indicate the dawn of a new era in Poughkeepsie
to the people living there at the time. As one of them, James Kent assumed he
would continue to follow the same career path as his father. Not until the
mid-1780s would the development of commerce in Dutchess County, especially
in the area nearest the courthouse, have a significant enough impact on the community Clark depicted to alter Kent's plans for his future.
Soon after Moss Kent had completed his professional education, he had settled
near his father in southeastern Dutchess County. Elisha Kent, a minister originally from Connecticut, had moved in the 1740s to the precinct of Southeast (set
off into Putnam County in 1812). When Moss, like his father, had graduated
from Yale, he had remained in Connecticut to begin his study of the law with his
stepmother's brother, the lieutenant-governor of the colony. But, to set up a
practice near his father, just a little farther west of the New York line in the
precinct of Fredericksburgh, he had to be admitted to the bar there. Despite his
connections to the Dutchess County seat, Moss Kent had maintained a personal
orientation toward Connecticut. In 1760 he had married Hannah Rogers, whom
he had met while living in Norwalk immediately after college.7
After James Kent's birth in 1763, his family had continued the same pattern. At
the age of five, he had begun his education while living with his grandparents in
Norwalk. Except for a stay of less than a year with an aunt and uncle in Pawling
precinct of Dutchess County, James had pursued his preparations for college
with various teachers in Connecticut. In the fall of 1777, he had entered Yale,
where he had graduated the summer before his move to Poughkeepsie. Admit58

ted to the bar in January 1785, thirty years after his father, Kent soon left
Poughkeepsie to practice law in Fredericksburgh, his birthplace. At the end of
March, he complained about his isolation in a letter to Theodorus Bailey, who
had served as a clerk in Benson's office at the same time. Only at this point did
patterns of development in Dutchess County, including the growth of commerce, cause Kent's career to change direction significantly from that of his
father.8
When Moss Kent had settled in this section of Dutchess County, he had
entered a situation in which he needed to combine farming with his law business
in order to support a family. Within the compass of his father's considerable
influence, he had prospered enough to ask his bride, James's mother, to move
there from Connecticut. She had died in 1770, however, and when Moss Kent
had remarried in 1773, he had taken up residence with his new wife near Fairfield, Connecticut. Moreover, Elisha Kent had died in 1776, and in 1779 the
Pawling relatives had departed, having lost their property as Loyalists. By 1785
James had a dwindling circle of immediate family members to associate with in
Dutchess County.9
While studying law in Poughkeepesie, James Kent had lived in the home of
John Bailey, Theodorus's father. There he had fallen in love with one of the
daughters, Elizabeth. Kent's career took a dramatic turn when he left Fredericksburgh in April 1785 to return to Poughkeepsie in order to marry her. To support
his bride, he accepted an offer to go into partnership with Gilbert Livingston, a
member of that family auxiliary to the two manors. A son-in-law of Bartholomew
Crannel and a distant relative of the Kents through the marriage of Loyalist
cousins, Gilbert had known James's father as the family tutor in 1755 and 1756."
According to Platt, Kent spent the early months of 1785 "in Catron, a hamlet
on the outskirts of Dutchess County." There he supposedly met with more than
isolation: "a committee of citizens one day made him a visit, informed him that
the people regarded lawyers as destructive of the peace and good order of the
town, and requested him to leave." As his source, Platt cited a History of the
Bench and Bar of New York. This volume, published in 1897, has Kent living in
Catron, "which has since become a part of the State of Connecticut," before
moving to Frederickton [sic]. It attributes the anecdote about Kent's encounter
with the committee to "the diary of his life." His twentieth-century biographer,
John T. Horton, pointed out that no evidence substantiating this story survives in
the Kent papers now at the Library of Congress. Indeed, at least one document
in that collection from a later period clearly shows that a controversial passage
had been removed, and no manuscripts at all remain there from the interesting
period between early 1786 and late 1789. Nonetheless, a letter from Kent to
Simeon Baldwin, preserved in a collection at Yale, locates him still in Poughkeepsie at the beginning of February, while the letter to Theodorus Bailey mentioned earlier puts Kent in Fredericksburgh at the end of March."
Horton noted the most likely source for the tale about the hostility the young
lawyer met, a pamphlet written by Lucien B. Proctor. Published in 1888, this collection of anecdotes about Kent's career, complete with dialogue, contains a
number of inaccuracies. It makes him a graduate of Columbia, places the incident
at Frederickton in 1793, and then puts his return to Poughkeepsie in 1788. In this
version, Kent received his invitation to leave from a committee of one, an individual named Bingham. Proctor followed his account of this episode with
another involving a Judge Catron. Four years later, in 1892, the Albany Law Jour59

nal, edited by Proctor, printed the same conversation recorded in the pamphlet,
set this time in October 1785 "in the small village of Catron, NY."12
What makes this rather suspect yarn interesting is the resemblance it bears to a
verifiable trend connected to the expansion of commerce in rural areas like
Dutchess County and the transformations occurring in cohesive communities
like Poughkeepsie during the era studied by Jonathan Clark. Correspondence between Kent and his friends also embarking on law careers demonstrated their
concerns about increasing competition in their profession. The growing number
of attorneys in urban centers like New York City and even New Haven, Connecticut, sent many to try their luck in smaller towns in the hinterlands. There they
found opportunities for business, especially in debt collection in the mid-1780s.13
Immediately after the War for Independence, merchants reestablished a chain
of credit across the Atlantic, especially from London, to American port cities and
into the backcountry, through a network of small traders down to village storekeepers. Via these channels, farmers could exchange their surplus products for
foreign luxuries that they had done without while fighting interrupted commerce. Their transactions did not take the form of simple barter, taking imported
cloth for wheat, for example. Rather, they developed a more complex system of
book debts, built on a foundation of local arrangements among neighbors. In this
process, farmers delivered their excess crops and livestock when they had them
for credit to an account running without interest at a store. Against their balance
they could obtain goods when they wanted or when a shipment arrived. Unlike
barter, all dealings were calculated in terms of money value, but cash rarely
changed hands, generally only in settling estates after death or bankruptcy. The
practice had the advantage of allowing a large number of exchanges in a given
locality, and even beyond, with the circulation of only a small quantity of money,
whether specie or paper. To work, however, the system required a substantial
amount of trust among members of a community, as well as a stability in its
makeup, exactly of the sort Clark described in Revolutionary Poughkeepsie.14
By 1785, however, an international credit squeeze was moving down the debt
chain. London merchants, themselves pressed for specie, demanded payments
from clients in American ports. Traders there turned to the countryside for what
was owed them. At some point the chain reaction reached individuals who had
to face the difficult choice between calling in their book debts prematurely for
cash or preserving traditional relationships of trust within their communities by
taking the risks of prosecution on themselves. During this crisis, when young
lawyers hungry for fees arrived on the scene, they encountered enormous hostility from local residents trying to negotiate compromises that would allow
debtors to meet their obligations without losing their land and tools. In some
cases, the abundance of eager attorneys was blamed for the tightening of credit.
The movement reached its climax in western Massachusetts in 1786 with the
attempt to delay suits by closing the courts in the movement known as Shays'
Rebellion.15
This context clarifies the situation Kent faced in Fredericksburgh. When his
father had moved there in the 1750s, no international credit crisis had been making the inhabitants uneasy. Moreover, the powerful presence of Elisha Kent had
ensured patronage for a lawyer willing to join in the common activity of farming.
But in 1785, with few family ties and no land of his own, James Kent appeared
more like a meddlesome outsider than a prodigal son. Even before he went, he
conveyed to a friend following a similar career path his disapproval of "the
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present wild Schemes of popular Prejudice" for legislation to regulate their profession. Kent condemned "the Notion of either so far restricting the Profits of the
Practice or of rendering the Admittance to the Bar so easy, that the Pursuit will
not be alluring to Men of Genius & Education." He proposed instead to make the
law "a distinct Science," so that fewer "needy & ignorant Persons" could enter
the field. Even if the people of Fredericksburgh did not deliberately shun Kent,
few in that rural enclave could have shared his views.16
Kent accurately concluded that by contrast Poughkeepsie offered abundant
opportunities for an ambitious young attorney. There he gained advantageous
family connections through his marriage to Elizabeth Bailey and, perhaps as a
result, a partnership in an established practice with an eminent citizen. Most important, however, were the changes occurring in the Dutchess County seat,
accompanying the building boom documented by Platt.
In August 1785, a weekly newspaper began in Poughkeepsie, printed by
Nicholas Power. This event in itself marked the increasing sophistication of a
town that could support such an endeavor. Unlike many similar enterprises of
the era, the Poughkeepsie Journal did not fold but grew with its readers. Surviving
issues demonstrate an expansion in the area's commercial activities, many requiring the services of a lawyer, in the second half of the 1780s.17
In the earliest existing copy of the newspaper, from September 15, 1785, the
printer notified his readers that he sold books, writing paper, and printed forms.
That issue also mentioned a store and a tailor. By early 1786, a gold- and silversmith who was also a watchmaker had opened a shop near the Dutchess County
courthouse. Five months later, he began a bakery. September brought a notice
about a dancing school. In October a tobacco shop appeared opposite the courthouse. Other advertisers sold dry goods, articles made of iron, and artists' supplies. A year later the printer had added chocolate to his stock. One set of storekeepers offered orange and lime shrub, a rum drink. July 1788 saw two new
establishments selling dry goods, exotic groceries, tableware, and cooking equipment. Early in 1789 the paper carried advertisements for pickled codfish. That
summer a butcher set up shop in town.18
The increase of commercial activity near the courthouse accompanied the
growth of shipping at the wharves on the Hudson down the hill, noted by Platt.
In December 1785 a sloop sailed for the West Indies with a cargo of thirty-seven
horses, and in March newspaper readers learned that it had arrived with all but
one horse still alive. Later that month the breaking up of the ice on the river
allowed the resumption of weekly routes to New York City. The sloop sent to the
West Indies returned the following fall for another shipment of horses, and the
success of the first voyage caused a competitor to appear to collect a cargo. In
November 1787 the sponsor of this second vessel sought "Pork, Beef, Flour, Rye
Meal, and good Saddle Horses, well carridged, nor more than eight years old."
In June 1789 another sloop sailed for the West Indies carrying chiefly horses and
lumber.19
Commercial development in Poughkeepsie did not end with connections between the wharves on the river and the traders up the hill near the courthouse.
People in the town center were not just selling imported luxuries to each other.
They were also purchasing the daily necessities of life, such as bread, meat, and
cloth, instead of producing them or obtaining them through exchanges with their
neighbors. The businesses they patronized needed supplies from the countryside, where merchants sought additional customers for imported luxuries as
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well as products for export. The growth of Poughkeepsie's center reflected
changes in the portion of the town remaining primarily agricultural and even in
other parts of Dutchess County.
In these rural areas the traditional organization of the economy had depended
on communities of yeoman farmers, unified in the way that Jonathan Clark
described Poughkeepsie during the War for Independence. Adult males who
headed households relied not only on their own labor but also on that of all
family members, women, children, and the elderly, as well as servants and
slaves, to provide what they all needed to survive. Each household, through
farming alone or a combination of farming and skilled crafts, could supply much
of its own subsistence and trade any surplus of one product within the community for a necessity or luxury it did not have. Such local networks of exchange of
goods and services among neighbors kept families relatively independent of
impersonal market forces of supply and demand. If households began to
specialize in one product, delivered to a merchant who would supply them with
the essentials for survival, then they would become part of the market economy.
The international credit crisis of the mid-1780s that provoked rural hostility to
lawyers had disrupted at least temporarily the economic relationships among
members of many communities organized along this pattern. But even without
external catastrophes, the traditional family economy held within it an internal
contradiction that could turn a particular household or a whole locality from selfsufficiency to a system of commercial agriculture. In order to have enough labor
in the home, a couple had to have a substantial number of sons and daughters.
But to preserve the system, when the children married, their parents owed them
enough property, land for males and moveable goods for females, to start their
own independent household. Since a certain minimum was necessary to establish a viable farm, families ran out of land to divide among all those children
before very many generations, often in the third. Two basic solutions to their
problem existed. The entire family could sell its holdings in the old community
and acquire more land for the same price in a new location, the "frontier." Or the
household could accumulate savings with which to purchase additional land or
the tools of some trade or profession for some of the children. This path, however, almost always entailed entering the market economy permanently.2°
This process appears to have been occurring in Poughkeepsie in the 1780s.
Among the residents who chose to seek opportunities for their families elsewhere, a number went together to start the settlement known as Plattsburgh on
Lake Champlain. Others stepped up production for the market, answering the
advertisements of Poughkeepsie's shopkeepers for wheat and other grains, flaxseed, potash, bees' wax, livestock, butter, cheese, wool, tallow, and other
"country produce." Perhaps most telling was the rapid increase in the newspaper's notices of horses available for breeding. The market in the West Indies
provided an incentive for investment in mares and an immediate bonanza for the
owners of stallions with prized pedigrees.21
While these transformations furnished promising possibilities for lawyers like
James Kent at the commercial center near the Dutchess County courthouse, for
many others they created hardships. Probably the most common items in the
Poughkeepsie Journal in the later 1780s were notices relating to insolvent debtors.
Declarations about bankruptcies appeared at least as often as announcements of
new enterprises. A burglar broke into a Poughkeepsie shop, stealing twenty
watches and some silverware. Articles about horse thieves multiplied. The news62

paper mentioned the existence of counterfeiters tempted by the shortage of coin.
A few individuals went into business buying up negotiable instruments of credit,
both public and private, for immediate cash at a discount. Essays argued for and
against legislative remedies. One writer in August 1786 threatened to tar and
feather a merchant refusing to accept paper money.22
The changes that this period brought to Poughkeepsie had political ramifications. In the summer of 1788, the New York convention to decide whether the
state would ratify the United States Constitution met in the Dutchess County
courthouse. The choice of location indicated not only Poughkeepsie's continued
growth but also a compromise between the influence of New York City and more
rural "upstate" interests. Dutchess County itself was the source of crucial
"swing" votes. In a clearly defined electoral contest over New York's delegates,
the Antifederalists, opponents of the proposed document, had won 46 to 19.
After hearing that New Hampshire and Virginia had ratified, however, some
New York Antifederalists agreed to support a federal Constitution that would
shortly, they believed, receive the amendments known as the Bill of Rights.
Enough changed over to produce a 30 to 27 vote for adoption. Among them were
four of Dutchess's seven delegates .23
Elected by the county at large in April 1788, the Antifederalist slate had beaten
the Federalists by a roughly two-to-one margin. Of the four who switched, one
— Melancton Smith — had moved from Poughkeepsie in 1784 in order to become
a merchant in New York City. Two, Gilbert Livingston and Zephaniah Platt, still
resided in town. The fourth, John DeWitt, was from Clinton, northeast of Poughkeepsie. The Dutchess delegate who abstained on the final vote, Ezra Thompson,
came from the eastern part of the county, slightly north. The two who continued
to oppose ratification, Jacobus Swartwout and Jonathan Akin, both lived south
of Poughkeepsie, the latter also substantially east.24
This pattern fits the interpretation offered by the leading scholar of Antifederalism, Jackson Turner Main. He contended that Federalists generally spoke
for areas of trade, finance, and commercial agriculture, while Antifederalists
represented yeoman farmers relatively independent of the market. In the county
as a whole, the household economy still prevailed in 1788, giving the Antifederalists their huge majority in the April election. But the Dutchess delegates
who ultimately voted to ratify came from the section with the most commercial
development .25
On the question of the United States Constitution, James Kent differed from
his partner, Gilbert Livingston — one of the Antffederalist swing votes. He also
worked in opposition to his brother-in-law. Theodorus Bailey distributed literature for the Antifederalists, and Kent circulated copies of Federalist works.
These two had much in common besides Elizabeth Bailey Kent: both were
lawyers trained in the same office; both were young, Kent twenty-five and Bailey
thirty; both were recently married; both lived near the courthouse, next door to
each other. Their political disagreement had to derive from other differences in
their backgrounds •26
Although Kent had demonstrated his allegiance to the community by connecting himself to its local elite in 1785, Bailey had belonged to it since his birth in
1758. His father, John Bailey, had lived in Poughkeepsie at least since 1765, and
had served as chairman of the Dutchess County Committee of Safety and a lieutenant colonel in the militia during the War for Independence. In 1756 he had
married Altje Van Wyck of Fishkill, whose father, Theodorus, was a county
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judge and a member of the Provincial Congress. When Theodorus Bailey married
Elizabeth Hoffman in 1783, he improved his position further. Her father, Robert
Hoffman, like John Bailey, had served as a militia officer and on Revolutionary
committees in Poughkeepsie. By 1790 Theodorus Bailey belonged to the Freemasons and owned three slaves.27
Bailey's heritage linked him with the agricultural world that the center of
Poughkeepsie was moving away from at the end of the 1780s. Kent, however,
was looking to the town's mercantile development for opportunities to carry on
the line of professional careers his family had brought from commerciallyadvanced Connecticut. Because the distinction between the town and what
would become the village was only beginning, Poughkeepsie in many respects
still resembled the closely knit community of the American Revolution described
by Jonathan Clark. Though politics might put Bailey and Kent on opposite sides,
the issues did not yet jeopardize their relationship.
Early in 1789, Theodorus Bailey ran as the Antffederalist candidate for the first
federal Congress in the district including Dutchess County. He lost to the
Federalist, Egbert Benson, but only by ten votes overall. Before the final results
came in, Kent assumed Bailey had won and expressed the low level of partisanship the contest induced in him: "This district to which I belong have sent it is
supposed a delegate to Congress who is against the Constitution — the Ticketts are
not yet counted but it is believed they are in favor of the antffederal Candidate —
this candidate is my next Neighbour & brother in Law Mr. Bailey an amiable man
but who in my Opinion has wrong Notions on the Subject of national Policy."
Unfortunately, no local returns have survived.28
Later that spring the incumbent governor, George Clinton, won re-election on
an Antifederalist ticket, but carried only 40% of the Dutchess County vote and
ran only slightly ahead of that figure in the town of Poughkeepsie. Three years
later he prevailed again statewide, but very narrowly after a questionable process
of tabulating results. In Dutchess, however, Clinton lost by a smaller margin than
in the previous election, and he actually carried the town of Poughkeepsie. The
reason for this change is not obvious; it requires examining returns from the rest
of the county. The three southernmost towns, Philipstown, Frederickstown, and
Southeast, all now in Putnam County, remained virtually unchanged throughout the period. The six central towns, Amenia, Beekman, Clinton, Washington,
Fishkill, and Pawling, excluding Poughkeepsie, actually became more Federalist,
with the smallest shift only 6 percentage points but with the largest 29 points
away from Governor Clinton. This pattern accords with the explanation of
voting behavior on the question of the ratification of the United States Constitution. If these central Dutchess towns contained growing numbers of farmers
engaged in commercial agriculture, then they should produce increasing
numbers of Federalist votes. So how could Governor Clinton have done better in
the county as a whole in 1792 if he lost votes in half the towns? He improved
overall because in addition to his gains in Poughkeepsie, he dramatically boosted
his percentages in the two northernmost towns, Rhinebeck and Northeast, both
bordering on Columbia County.29
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TABLE 1

TOWNS
Poughkeepsie

GOVERNOR
1792
1789
Jay
Clinton Yates Clinton
54
46%

64
54%

82
56%

65
44%

CONGRESS
1790
1793
Bailey Benson Bailey Kent
154
89%

20
11%

214
77%

63
23%

NORTH, west to east
Rhinebeck

7
3%

236
97%

111
53%

99
47%

13
6%

215
94%

117
40%

175
60%

Northeast

79
60%

52
40%

136
80%

33
20%

21
38%

35
62%

108
86%

18
14%

NORTH-CENTRAL, west to east
Clinton

23
26%

64
74%

11
8%

119
92%

12
46%

14
54%

57
38%

94
62%

Washington

82
55%

68
45%

74
49%

76
51%

26
72%

10
28%

85
62%

53
38%

Amenia

55
53%

48
47%

40
38%

65
62%

32
63%

19
37%

28
25%

86
75%

SOUTH-CENTRAL, west to east
Fishkill

78
75%

26
25%

85
46%

98
54%

38
64%

21
36%

110
50%

110
50%

Beekman

35
26%

100
74%

23
15%

126
85%

22
65%

12
35%

46
47%

52
53%

Pawling

74
54%

63
46%

94
47%

105
53%

39
59%

27
41%

60
39%

94
61%

SOUTH (PUTNAM), west to east
Philipstown

25
89%

3
11%

41
85%

7
15%

15
100%

0
0%

70
95%

4
5%

Frederickstown

40
36%

71
64%

54
39%

85
61%

69
62%

42
38%

82
64%

47
36%

1
2%

61
98%

0
0%

67
100%

6
10%

56
90%

7
11%

56
89%

Southeast

Source: New York Daily Advertiser; Governor: May 30, 1789, June 4, 1792; Congress: May
21, 1790, February 28, 1793
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The changed electoral behavior in these two towns, as well as Poughkeepsie,
demands more clarification than that in the central towns where a transition to
commercial agriculture yielded more Federalist voters. Rather, the situation in
these three Dutchess towns constituted a realignment, voters altering their party
affiliation without modification of their other characteristics. In the early stages
of a movement that would eventually become national, commercial farmers of
these towns ceased to see themselves as Federalists allied with other commercial
groups against noncommercial Antifederalists. Instead, they became Democratic-Republicans, members of the party of Thomas Jefferson, allying both commercial and noncommercial agriculture against the trading and financial interests
of Federalists.
Under the new national government, Federalist leaders had started to divide
on such issues as Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamilton's financial plan.
Measures he instituted, like the creation of a national debt and a national bank,
benefitted merchants far more than farmers, large or small. Plantation owners
who had favored the adoption of the United States Constitution in 1787, including Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, began to identify themselves not
as Federalists but as Democratic-Republicans, a new label. Growing staple crops
for export on large estates, these Southerners had more than slaveholding in
common with Northern landlords like the Livingstons. Unlike Gilbert, Kent's
Poughkeepsie law partner, Robert R. Livingston, head of the lower manor in
northern Dutchess County, had supported ratification of the Constitution. In the
political controversies that followed, however, the relatives took the same side.
In May 1791 Thomas Jefferson and James Madison made a trip to the Hudson
Valley that may have had an effect in forging an alliance with them. In Rhinebeck
and Northeast the electorate, including many tenants, came under the weighty
influence of the Livingston family. Kent himself, who supported Clinton's opponent, John Jay, in the election of 1792, saw the results in terms of the pressure
exerted by these former Federalists: "Rhynebeck has given a small majority for
Clinton. In that Town the Livingston Faction, for faction it truly is, has forced out
the Tenants like Sheep to the Slaughter. But in the Towns of Clinton, Washington, Amenia, Beekman, Fishkill, Frederickstown, & S. East, we came off with
triumphant Success." This interpretation explains why the northern Dutchess
towns preceded the rest of the county in realignment.30
In Poughkeepsie, however, realignment followed a different pattern. There the
continued development of the mercantile center, advantageous to Kent, was
turning the movement away from noncommercial agriculture in the rest of
Poughkeepsie into an urban/rural split common elsewhere by the end of the
eighteenth century. The trading interests concentrated in the area of the later
village were beginning to engender a unified opposition among the landed interests of Poughkeepsie. By 1792 the process of realignment had not yet advanced
as far there, where Clinton gained ten percentage points, as it had in the Livingston strongholds of Northeast and Rhinebeck, where the Governor gained 20
and 50 points respectively.31
In the spring of 1790, Theodorus Bailey again challenged Egbert Benson for
Dutchess's seat in the United States House of Representatives. The incumbent
won the district by a wider margin than the previous year, although by only 25
votes in the county. The pattern of the gubernatorial elections suggests that the
Congressional race reflected increasing Federalism in areas of commercial development. This interpretation is supported by the fact that the same year Kent
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joined the Dutchess delegation to the state assembly. By the time the legislature
met in January 1791, he had expressed, at least privately to his brother, his views
on the federal issues arising in Congress. Kent firmly supported Hamilton's plan
calling for the funding of the national debt and the assumption of state debts.
When he took up his public duties, however, his partisanship still did not appear
very pronounced. In fact, Kent's primary correspondent back in Poughkeepsie,
through whom he communicated political news, was Theodorus Bailey.32
Kent marvelled at the social attention he received from all points of the political
spectrum. He dined with New York Governor George Clinton, Chancellor
Robert R. Livingston, Attorney General Aaron Burr, and United States Chief
Justice John Jay, among others, a mixture of former Federalists and Antifederalists. Kent realized the connection between these invitations and the pending election of a United States Senator by the New York legislature. Burr wanted
to replace Philip Schuyler, Hamilton's father-in-law, in that office. By the middle
of January, Kent knew only one other representative from the region beside
himself who would vote against Burr. He told Bailey that he "would not be
grieved either way" at the outcome, but he requested that his opinion be kept
confidential. Less than two weeks later, however, congratulating Bailey on his
candidate's victory, Kent used stronger language that linked the question to a
growing opposition in Congress to Hamilton's financial plan:
I saw the Administration of Hamilton which I conceive essential to the Prosperity of the Nation violently opposed. . . To send a Character then who
had always been regarded as unfriendly to the Government & its Administration, & who was brought forward by Persons always hostile to it,
& who himself possessed Talents that might be exerted in a powerful
degree, was with me to contradict the most obvious dictates of good
Policy, & of faithful Attachment to the Success of the Constitution.
Interestingly, the rest of the letter was cut away.33
Kent declined an opportunity to represent Dutchess County in the state
assembly at the end of 1791, but by early 1792 he was embroiled in local politics
again. On March 1st, he described his situation to his brother: "Judge
[Zephaniah] Platt is zealously determined that I shall be re-elected to the
Assembly. He will not take a Refusal from me." Since Platt had served in the
New York ratification convention in 1788 as an Antifederalist, his support for
Kent reflected the political changes occurring in Poughkeepsie. As one of the
"swing" delegates who finally voted for adoption of the United States Constitution, Platt even then represented the growing importance of commercial development in the town. Along with another of the representatives to the ratification
convention from Dutchess who switched in the end, he was inclining toward the
Federalist candidate in the 1792 race for Governor, according to Kent: "I have
pretty good ground for believing our Sheriff [John DeWitt, another "swing"
delegate in 1788] is [Jay's] advocate & that Judge Platt would be also if he thought
he could be successful."34
To promote Kent's candidacy that year, Platt introduced an innovative measure that indicated the increasing difference between the area near the Dutchess
courthouse and rural parts of the county: "He notified a meeting of [the]
Town. . . [Kent] was nominated alone, & the nomination published, so that it will
appear that Poughkeepsie are determined to have a Member, & they have
modestly left the rest of the County to nominate the other six for themselves."
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Platt's strategy did not go uncontested, however. Other members of the local
elite did not want to accept the town's transformation and its political ramifications without a fight. They "pushed hard" for Gilbert Livingston: "Judge [Peter]
Tappen. . . was assisted by Myndert Van Kleeck, Paul Schenck & Robert H. L[ivingston]."35
Kent interpreted opposition to his election to the assembly primarily in terms
of family connections: "The reason of the Union of Judge Tappen with Gilbert
appeared yesterday — for yesterday Robert Livingston was, after a long, obstinate &
well contested suit, married to Miss Caty Tappen." Kent's theory appears somewhat
plausible from his perspective given the fact that his sister, Hannah, had married
Platt's son in 1790. Whatever weight these alliances may have had, they coincided with an escalating party competition that Kent did not welcome. However
much his own prospects may have depended on commercial expansion, he
disliked the disappearance of the political unity that had previously reigned in
Poughkeepsie. Even while Kent was running for state office in 1792, he was considering the possibility of entering the Congressional race the following year. He
had no intention of challenging the incumbent, Egbert Benson, however: "I have
had application from the Northward to be a candidate for another Body. I have
refused unless Mr. Benson resigned. It is expected he will be appointed [State
Supreme Court] Judge this season." Kent left no record demonstrating any
awarenss that Theodorus Bailey might make a third try at the same time. Perhaps
Kent assumed that his brother-in-law would defer to the family connection, but
he showed no sign of extending that courtesy to Bailey as the prior contestant.36
Although Kent claimed to regret increasing party divisions, his actions after
the 1792 election contributed to the conflict and the organization of the contenders. He won the assembly election, coming in first in the county with 1257
votes, almost 250 more than the lowest winner and 522 ahead of Gilbert Livingston. But of the top seven only Kent's runner-up shared "the Jay Ticket" with
him. More distressing for Kent, however, was the outcome of the Governor's
race. Clinton's supporters were disputing the returns of several counties and
towns on technicalities. Kent publicly declared his outrage at the partisan finding
of the special Board of Canvassers chosen by the state legislature to investigate irregularities in the returns for Governor. He helped organize protests that evoked
the devices employed before the War for Independence. Jay's supporters published legal opinions, pamphlets, and resolutions, erected a Liberty Pole, and
called a special convention. When the state legislature convened in November, it
investigated the conduct of the canvassers. In January the Clintonians retaliated
with an inquiry into the conduct of the election in Otsego County, where Kent's
brother lived.37
Despite his indignation, Kent warned against extralegal actions because they
seemed to him to partake of the spirit of events in Europe. From the misfortunes
of the Poles under Catherine and the growing violence of the French Revolution,
he drew conclusions respecting both state and national affairs in America:
"These considerations make me reprobate so much Jeffersonian politics, and
make me also averse to innovations on the form, even, of our State Constitution
to correct the abuses of its administration." Kent here traced a connection from
international conflicts (for or against the French Revolution), to national policies
(Jeffersonian or Hamiltonian), to the state level (Clinton or Jay). He would soon
discover a local polarization, as wel1.38
While Kent was participating in the assembly's hearings in New York City, the
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Congressional election took place. Although he was a candidate, he did not campaign in the district. In Kent's phrasing, "Mr. Bailey carried his Election by a
Majority of 132 Votes." He gave two reasons for the result. First, he deplored distorted reports about the cost of the investigation of the gubernatorial election:
"The evil reports circulated on the Eve of the Election in the newspapers, relative
to the Expense of the Inquiry into the Canvassers' Conduct, & of my capital
agency in it, contributed greatly to this Event." Then he lamented efforts by local
notables he considered his allies to get out the vote for his opponent: "Besides,
the Interests & Exertions of Mr. Bailey's family, of Judge Platt, the Hoffmans,
etc., in Poughkeepsie were great. That Town never gave so many votes before.
Every Elector turned out. Dorus [Bailey] had 214 in that town alone."39
Although Kent had not personally campaigned in his Congressional district,
the local newspaper had carried extensive reports of his activities in the state
assembly, including verbatim transcripts from the official record of the inquiry
concerning the 1792 election. Letters to the editor debated his role and the expense of the proceedings. In addition, however, they linked the question of
Kent's qualifications for the United States House of Representatives to his support for Hamilton's financial plan. Perhaps most interesting of all was the attempt to discredit Kent as a "foreign stripling." One of his proponents replied
that Kent had been born in Dutchess County and wondered just "how much size
[was] necessary to fit a man for a seat in Congress." The original opponent admitted his mistake in thinking that Kent came from New England, attributing it
to Fredericktown's proximity to the Connecticut border. Only after the election
did Kent's defender have an opportunity to publish a response to the implication
that Yankee origins might disqualify any candidate from representing New
Yorkers. Apparently the difference in Kent's and Bailey's backgrounds not only
put the neighbors on opposite sides of the political fence but also became an
issue with Poughkeepsie voters.°
Kent claimed he was "not grieved at the Result" of the election because the
loss freed him to pursue other activities. He rejoiced over his party's victories
elsewhere: "We have however been successful in the State at large. 7 out [of] 10
are Jayites and federalists." Kent professed only to resent "the hypocritical &
impure exertions made use of by a profligate Party, pretending to be the real
Republicans of the State." In other words, Kent disliked losing a political battle
he did not consider himself responsible for escalating.41
Perhaps Kent had too elevated a view of his own impartiality, but he also
underestimated his popularity in Poughkeepsie. Although the huge turnout for
Bailey hurt, Kent still had twice the percentage of the votes that went to Benson
in 1790, more than triple his raw number, and almost the exact count for Yates in
1789 and Jay in 1792. In fact, throughout much of Dutchess County, Kent ran far
ahead of Benson's totals in 1790. Except for Poughkeepsie, the trend followed
that of the races for Governor. The three southernmost towns remained essentially unchanged. The central towns became more Federalist, while the two most
northern decreased their Federalist support. The different pattern in Poughkeepsie resulted from its continued growth as a trading center. Zephaniah Platt
had rejoined the Livingstons and Baileys in an agricultural opposition to the
swelling merchant interest supporting Kent. That Kent's estrangement from his
friends in Poughkeepsie resulted from a political realignment rather than personal animosity gains further credence from subsequent events. He and
Theodorus Bailey continued their family relationship after Kent moved from the
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town. Moreover, he proved his continuing fondness for Poughkeepsie by returning there for a year in 1798, as the process of realignment was subsiding.42
When Kent helped fuel the furor over Clinton's election in 1792, he contributed
to the movement of Poughkeepsie's landed elite from Antifederalists inclining
toward Federalism to Republicans. Kent expressed particular ire at his opponents' appropriation of that term. But his gradual connection of international,
national, state, and local issues set the pattern that fully evolved by the end of
the century and culminated in the election of Jefferson as President in 1800 by a
coalition of plantation owners and yeoman farmers allied against Federalist merchants and financiers. Poughkeepsie joined the two northern Dutchess towns
that followed their Livingston landlords along this course in 1792 and 1793, but in
the center and south the political transformation would take longer.43
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Fig. 5: Map of Poughkeepsie, published by Reading Co., 1876. Gates Street area.
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Map of the Corporation of the Village of Poughkeepsie, 1799.
Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library, Local History Collection
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Invisible People,
Untold Stories:
A Historical Overview
of the Black Community
in Poughkeepsie
Lawrence H. Mamiya and Lorraine M. Roberts

M

uch of the history of the black community in Poughkeepsie is in fragmentary form or remains unwritten. In his history of Poughkeepsie Edmund
Platt, for example, treats black people largely as slaves.' This present historical
overview will focus primarily on the period since the mid-nineteenth century and
on the topics of labor, education, religion and the attempts to establish some
black organizations. We begin with a brief summary of slavery in the Poughkeepsie area, and especially some problems in Platt's treatment of slavery, and
conclude with the phase of civil rights activism. Limitations of space, time, and
sources prevent the authors from mentioning every person or organization that
contributed to the development of local black history, especially in recent years.2

Slavery in the Mid-Hudson: The "Peculiar Institution" in the North
Slavery existed in New York throughout the colonial period. By the first
Federal census of 1790 New York's black slave population of 21,324 was the
largest of the slave holding northern states and only 7 thousand below Georgia's
total of 29,264. About one third of New York's slaves lived and worked in the
Hudson River Valley, from Westchester to Albany.3 The African slaves were
brought to the Valley by the Dutch West India Company between 1625 and 1663;
in 1664 the British captured New Netherlands, changed its name to New York,
and allowed the Royal African Company to monopolize the slave trade. The first
slaves probably arrived in the village of Poughkeepsie not long after its founding
in 1687 by Dutch and English settlers. The first village census of 1714 showed 30
slaves among a population of 445. By 1771 there were 1,360 slaves in Dutchess
County and 1,954 in Ulster, with much larger numbers in the upper and lower
valley.4
Lawrence H. Mamiya, Ph.D. is Associate Professor of Religion and Africana Studies at
Vassar College. He is the co-author of a previous volume of oral history interviews in
Poughkeepsie's black community.
Lorraine Marie Pettie Roberts is Chairperson of the Occupational Education Department
at Poughkeepsie High School. A graduate of Hampton Institute and Columbia University,
she is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and is listed in Outstanding Educators in America and Who's Who in Black America.
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Platt's treatment of the history of slavery in Poughkeepsie and Dutchess County
tends to look at the slaves from the point of view of the slave masters, as objects
that are acted upon. Very rarely does Platt examine the slaves as actors, as subjects, as creators of their own history and as human beings with feelings of their
own. Furthermore, Platt tends to emphasize the benign and benevolent side of
slavery. He does not examine the brutality of the institution nor the general
social and legal climate of the fear of retribution by the slaves for that harsh treatment, which was expressed in the "slave codes" of New York and in actual slave
rebellions that took place in nearby areas like New York City, Albany and
Kingston. Although he refers to the advertisements in the newspapers describing runaway slaves, Platt does not mention the fact that these acts of escaping
and running away also represented the slaves' judgment about their own condition in physical and symbolic terms.
During slavery, there were a few recorded incidents where Negroes themselves owned slaves. Platt's account of slavery in Poughkeepsie gives an unexplained and somewhat misleading reference to "Toney Fox, a colored man" who
manumitted a slave in 1804.5 It makes him appear as one of the few Negro slave
owners. However, the records indicate that the slave Margaret Fox was actually
owned by the "Overseers of Poor" and Toney Fox, a colored laborer, applied for
his wife's manumission from them on October 29, 1804, which apparently was
granted.6
There are several major lacunae in Platt's history of slavery. First, he does not
mention the breaking up of slave families, which was perhaps the most painful
and sorrowful act endured by slaves. For example, in 1715 on the Livingston
Manor, a slave named Ben killed his owner John Dykeman for selling his
daughter off the manor. In the hearings, presided over by Robert Livingston, Sr.,
it was determined that the murder was the sole act of a heartbroken and
revengeful father. Second, Platt fails to examine the missionary and educational
work of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel of the Anglican Church
begun in New York in 1701 among the slaves and Indians, which intended not
only to Christianize them but also to make them more docile and obedient. In
1750 there was an Anglican mission operating in Poughkeepsie and in 1773 the
Christ Episcopal Church was founded.7
Finally, Platt does not deal with the slaves' attempt to fuse African religious
traditions in to Christian ones as it was exemplified in the Pinkster Festival. In a
perceptive article, Williams-Myers has shown quite conclusively that the
Pinkster Festival, which was celebrated for a week during Spring in the cities and
towns of the Hudson Valley in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, was a
syncretism of Dutch and African religious traditions. "Pinkster" probably was a
Dutch corruption for "Pentecost."8 Africans, free and slave, looked forward to
the festival and its carnival atmosphere. As long as the institution of slavery
existed, the Negroes celebrated Pinkster.
Slavery in the Mid-Hudson Valley affected all areas of social and personal relationships between blacks and whites. Even with the end of slavery in New York
State in 1827, the residential and social segregation of Negroes remained as an
accepted social fact throughout the nineteenth and into the twentieth centuries.
Poughkeepsie's Black Community in the Nineteenth Century:
Religion, Education and Labor
Towards the end of the eighteenth century and during the early decades of the
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nineteenth century, a number of all black areas or settlements were gradually
formed in Dutchess County. At first they were composed of the few free blacks
and runaway slaves and later these residents were joined by the newly manumitted people who no longer wanted to live on their owner's farms and manor
estates. The areas of Fishkill Landing and "Baxtertown" had the largest number
of Negroes in the county prior to the emergence of Poughkeepsie as a city after
1854. Apparently there were two settlements, one in Fishkill Landing and one in
the area of Baxtertown Road, since both became the locations of two A.M.E. Zion
churches. Stories of Fishkill-Baxtertown recount its beginning in the intermarriage between freedmen and escaped slaves and the native Wappinger
Indians who lived there.' During the first half of the nineteenth century in the
village of Poughkeepsie, the black population was located in several clusters:
first, on the fringes of the central business district bounded by Washington and
Market Streets where some working class whites and recently arrived German
immigrants also resided; second, on "Long Row" by the Almshouse; third, in
the area of Catharine, Cottage, and Pine Streets."
Abolitionist activity and religion were closely tied together in most areas of the
United States and this proved to be true in the Mid-Hudson as well. Although
Christianity was used to justify slavery to produce docile and obedient slaves, it
also became a major moral challenge to the institution and a spur to abolitionist
activity. In the eighteenth century, Quakers were well known for their early support of abolition and for their courageous participation in the Underground Railroad to help escaped slaves move to Canada. A Dutchess Quaker, Alfred Moore
and his wife used their mill as a station on the underground railroad." From 1790
onward, the abolitionist movement was largely supported by Methodists and
Congregationalists in the North and some Methodists and Baptists in the South.
In the Mid-Hudson Freeborn Garretson, a Methodist circuit rider from
Rhinebeck, not only helped to establish Methodism in the area, he also preached
strongly against slavery.12
Bishop Asbury, who was the prime American figure in the establishment of
Methodism, once said of Poughkeepsie in 1800, "This is no place for
Methodism," after several futile attempts to introduce the faith.13 Ironically, a
Methodist class was soon established in 1803 in a private home and by 1805 there
were enough members in the village to found the Washington Street Methodist
Episcopal Church. In Poughkeepsie and Dutchess County, Methodism also
spread rapidly among the black population. Within a few decades of the abolition of slavery in New York State, three black Methodist churches were in
existence, one in the village of Poughkeepsie, another on Baxtertovvn Road
(Fishkill), and the other in Fishkill Landing (Beacon).
Mutual aid societies and churches were among the first social institutions
created by black people. They existed in a symbiotic relationship; sometimes
mutual aid societies gave rise to black churches and at other times churches
helped to create mutual aid societies.14 In a period before the creation of a federal
welfare system, black people banded together to pool their meager resources to
provide for their own sick, widows and orphans, and decent burials. Although
the reasons are not fully known, the 47 colored members of the predominantly
white Washington Street Methodist Church withdrew en masse and on
November 12, 1837 formed the United Society, a mutual aid group that met for
worship services for several years in the old Lancaster School (now Germania
Ha11).15 Whether the withdrawal was sparked by a racial incident in the church,
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by a more widespread feeling of second class treatment within worship services
or by the desire for independence is not known. In 1840 the United Society purchased a one-story frame building at 102 Catharine Street and also voted to
affiliate with the newly-formed independent black denomination, the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. The Poughkeepsie church was organized
under the name of the "Catharine Street" African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church. The first elected trustees were Ezekiel Pine, Uriah Boston, and Peter
Lee.16 The name of the founding pastor is not known for certain, although his
name is given as the Rev. Jacob Thomas or Jacob Thompson in different
documents . 17
The Zion denomination, which was organized in July 1822 in New York City,
illustrated the close linkage between religion and abolitionism among black
people. Although many black churches served as stations for the underground
railroad for escaped slaves and other black denominations were active in abolitionism during the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, it was the Zion
denomination that became the church base for a number of legendary black
abolitionists who were either preachers or staunch church members: the Rev.
Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth, and the Rev. Jermain
Louguen, Catherine Harris, Eliza Ann Gardner and the Rev. Thomas James.18
Soon after its founding, the denomination expanded rapidly in New York
State, organizing black churches along the path of the underground railroad and
transportation routes up the Hudson Valley and northward into Canada. Besides
the Catharine Street Church in Poughkeepsie, the St. James A.M.E. Zion Church
(now in Beacon) was established in 1844 and the Baxtertown A.M.E. Zion
Church was also founded during the nineteenth century.19 One can usually
assume that wherever large concentrations of black people existed, escaped
slaves and underground railroad stations would be found there too, since the
slaves could mingle and be less noticeable. However, the role which these three
black Methodist churches played in the abolitionist period can only be speculated
about since there is no extant documentary evidence. In his study Blithe Dutchess,
Henry MacCracken does speak about the "vigorous church life" that arose in
Fishkill-Baxtertown and the fact that the settlement was a station on the underground railroad, "probably working with Quaker groups." MacCracken's example may well apply to Poughkeepsie too.2°
Even with the aboliton of slavery in New York State, the Dred Scott decision of
1847 and the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 still made it dangerous for escaped slaves
to be in northern cities like Poughkeepsie as the story of John Bolding in 1851
illustrated. As a former runaway slave from South Carolina, Bolding finally settled in Poughkeepsie as a tailor. Unfortunately, he was recognized by his former
owner Mrs. Dickinson and eventually arrested by the United States Marshall's
office, which had to enforce the law. The Dutchess County Anti-Slavery Society
and leading Poughkeepsie citizens raised $1700 to purchase his freedom.21
During the decade of the 1840s and through the Civil War years, abolitionist
activity also stirred intense opposition and overt hostility among some residents,
especially among the newly arrived Irish immigrants. At times mobs of whites
disrupted anti-slavery meetings in churches.22 There also were a number of riots
and fights between whites and blacks from 1847 to 1850. There were several
dimensions to this ethnic conflict. First, the Irish saw Negro laborers as a threat
to their own jobs, especially when Negroes were used by employers as "strike
breakers" during labor negotiations at the brickyards, railroads, and other
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places.23 Second, even though the Irish were oppressed and discriminated
against because of their Catholicism, the racism of the larger society rendered the
Negro even more vulnerable and thus a convenient scapegoat for mounting frustrations. Finally, the anti-draft riots of the 1860s in New York City, Poughkeepsie
and elsewhere were caused largely by newly-arrived immigrants and other
whites who saw the Civil War as a conflict on behalf of the Negro and not in their
own interests. In Dutchess County in 1863, the Governor of New York called in
the Vermont Volunteers to keep order24 and the black men of the Catharine
Street Church had to stand guard with rifles in order to prevent their church
from being burned down during the mob frenzy.23
The Civil War was largely welcomed by Poughkeepsie's black community.
While President Abraham Lincoln initially saw the war only as a means to "preserve the Union," his Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863 and his
Second Inaugural address made clear that the war was also fought to abolish the
evils of slavery. On January 7, 1863 one week after a group of intoxicated soldiers
attacked the Catharine Street Church and did a "good deal of damage" to its property,26 members of the church held a special meeting to commemorate and celebrate the Emancipation Proclamation. Isaac Deyo, a long time Poughkeepsie resident, church member and community leader, presided over the meeting. The
major address was given by James DeGarmo of the City Council, congratulating
the colored members.27 From that day on until the Civil Rights period, black
churches in Poughkeepsie celebrated the first Sunday in January as "Emancipation Sunday." Even prior to the proclamation, the colored people of Poughkeepsie supported the war effort by sending Victor Hugo as a delegate to
Washington, D.C. on 5 March 1862, "offering ten thousand men of color, to be
called the Fremont Legion."28 Although that legion never materialized, by 1863
President Lincoln was persuaded by black leaders like Frederick Douglass and
Harriet Tubman to allow colored soldiers to fight in the war in order to help turn
the tide. In December 1863 and throughout the following year, articles in the
Poughkeepsie Daily Eagle reported on the recruitment of colored soldiers, whose
total probably reached several hundred in Dutchess County.29 Although they
had to serve in segregated units commanded by a white officer, they signed up
eagerly because they also received some of the cash bounty paid to new recruits.
At a time when most of the black community was impoverished, the military was
quite appealing to young men. These squads of colored troops were often given a
parade by proud members of their own community. As they marched off to the
trains, a martial band composed of colored musicians led by Mr. J. H. Jaycox
accompanied them, sometimes playing "Dixie."3°
The white community was divided on the war with the majority supporting
the Union's side. Some sympathetic whites in Poughkeepsie's churches also
rallied to the cause of aiding the newly emanicpated slaves in Southern states.
There were appeals in the Eagle regarding fund raising benefits and also ads
soliciting "cast off clothing for the Freedmen."31
The Reconstruction years from 1866 to 1876 witnessed a meteroric rise in
political activity by black people across the country as they exercised their right to
vote, guaranteed by the Fifteenth amendment. President Lincoln's association
with the Republican Party inspired most blacks to become members of that
party. In Poughkeepsie a "Colored Men's Republican Club" was formed in the
late 1860's and it continued to be active in the early twentieth century.32 In May
1870 the colored community held a celebration of the Fifteenth Amendment and
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among the invited distinguished guests were nationally known figures such as
the abolitionist Frederick Douglass, the clergyman-politician and first black
elected to Congress, United States Senator Hiram Revels of Georgia, and the
writer Horace Greeley.33
While blacks gained a new political prominence after the war, they continued
to be described by others in pre-war stereotypes, notably in the minstrel show,
the most popular form of stage entertainment during the mid-nineteenth century. The minstrel shows, where white actors painted on black faces and impersonated Negro characters in comic fashion in song and dance, were very important culturally because they helped to form the major stereotypes and perceptions of whites about black people. In Poughkeepsie during the Civil War years,
various touring ministrel companies visited the city almost monthly. Names like
Sharpe's Ministrels, Campbell's Ministrels, Newcomb's Ministrels, Tony
Pastor's Ministrels, and Dupree and Green's Ministrels appeared in the Eagle's
announcements. The Eagle said the following about the Dupree and Green's
Ministrels: "Their position among the negro delineators of the present time is
first class. Whoever witnesses their performance once is sure to go again."34
Apparently, the Eagle's editorial writer was also influenced by the minstrel
shows as evidenced by the numerous supposedly humorous incidents using
Negro dialect which are interspersed throughout the paper. One example of this
is entitled "Not A City Darkey," which tells of the arrest of a black man during
the night. It concludes, "He was a farm hand and not a 'city niggah.' "38 The influence of ministrelsy stereotypes was increased by the unofficial segretation in
northern cities in places of residence and schools and by the taboos against social
contact which prevented most other forms of communication.
Through the first three quarters of the nineteenth century black people in
Poughkeepsie faced numerous struggles and many disappointments in obtaining public education. Early forms of education for blacks consisted of denominational catechetical schools for the few free blacks and learning from the nightly
devotions of the master's family for most slaves. However, the earliest record of
any type of formal education for blacks was the African School which operated in
Poughkeepsie in 1829. The African School was probably a private school set up
by the New York Manumission Society; its schoolmaster was the Rev. Isaac
Woodland, a black minister from Baltimore.36 Woodland was followed by Nathan
Blount in 1830. Blount was a black abolitionist and an active member of the
Dutchess County Antislavery Society.37 During the latter half of the 1830s,
Blount's school was taken over by the Lancaster School Society, Inc. which
operated a school for white children on the first floor of a Church Street building
that also housed Blount's school in an upstairs room. Throughout these early
years there was a strong preference that the teacher be a "teacher of letters and of
gospel percepts."38
After Blount, the Rev. Samuel R. Ward, who was educated in the black school
of the Manumission Society of New York City, came to Poughkeepsie to teach at
the black Lancaster school in 1839. Like his predecessor, he also was an abolitionist and served on the executive committee of the principally white Antislavery Society. Ward probably remained with the black school until it closed in
1844. After leaving Poughkeepsie he became a nationally known abolitionist and
a prominent church pastor.
In 1843 the unified public schools of Poughkeepsie were established, providing
educational opportunities for the city's white children. As a part of Pough81

keepsie's common school district, the Board of Education created a separate
school for black children in 1844. The school was called the Poughkeepsie
Colored School No. 1. During the thirty year life of the Colored School, it was an
elementary, one-room facility. The school was first housed in the Primitive
Methodist Church on Church Street from 1844-1855. Then, it was moved to
Cottage Street where it remained until 1863. For three years, 1863-1866, the
school was conducted in the old A.M.E. Zion Church building on Catharine
Street. Its final home was in another building on Catharine Street.
Pupil attendance averaged about 20 students at the Colored School, although
the registration reached as high as 70 children in some years. The first teacher
was Thomas Brower, a white man. Jane A. Williams was probably the first black
teacher; she taught from 1853 to 1856. She was followed by other black and white
teachers who taught singly in ensuing years at the school from one to three
years. Each teacher was also appointed as a principal by the Board of Education.
A Committee on Teachers report to the Board of Education, dated November 1,
1870, gave an indication of what teachers were paid: "Miss Thayer is unwilling to
leave her place in the 4th ward and take the Principalship of the Colored School
for less than $450 [per year]."39
Hostility toward the meager education available to Negro children surfaced
around the late 1860s and early 1870s. These children in Poughkeepsie had no
educational opportunities beyond elementary schooling. Before 1870 there is no
record of a Negro student attending Poughkeepsie High School and both Vassar
College and the Eastman Business College did not admit Negroes.
Isaac Deyo, an active member of the local A.M.E. Zion Church, called a MidHudson area educational convention in Poughkeepsie in September, 1870. The
purpose of the meeting was to address the educational concerns of the colored
population. Mr. Deyo was elected president of the convention. Out of this
meeting came the proposed idea to establish a Negro college in Poughkeepsie.
This idea was in keeping with the times, especially in the South where the
recently freed slaves' deep desire for education led to the establishment of
several prominent Negro colleges like Fisk, Howard, and Hampton. Five black
men from neighboring counties along with three from Poughkeepsie (Abram
Bolin, Charles Cooley and Isaac Deyo) and Samuel Jones of Fishkill were the
original trustees. This group named the proposed school Toussaint L'Ouverture
College in honor of the famous leader of the Haitian Revolution. In 1871 the
trustees were instrumental in getting state Assemblyman Stewart to introduce a
bill in the New York State Legislature to incorporate the college. It is said that
Bolin, Rhodes, West and Deyo walked to Albany lobbying for the passage of the
bill.
Although L'Ouverture College was incorporated as an institution to be located
in Poughkeepsie, "especially designed for the education of young men and
women of African descent in science, art, language," it never became a reality.
The lack of finances as well as moral support, coupled with the rising antisegregation movement throughout New York State, doomed the project to
failure. Even though local black Poughkeepsians were enthusiastically supportive of the college, the coup de grace to the project ironically was administered at a meeting of the New York Annual Conference of the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, which convened in Poughkeepsie at the
Catharine Street Church in May 1871. The opposition was led by the Rev.
William P. Butler of New York City, a powerful orator and former pastor of Zion
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churches in Hudson and Poughkeepsie. Butler argued, "Let the colored people
of the state stand together and ask for equal rights, and they would get it. They
wanted no separate college."40
Abraham Bolin, a gardener, janitor and community leader, spoke on behalf of
the college plan but he could not prevail. In 1872 the project also ran into opposition from a state black convention and it died.41 The major thrust among Negroes
in New York State became clear: to desegregate public education and not to set
up separate schools. But this goal was not achieved in Poughkeepsie without further struggle and personal costs.
After the failure of the college project, the leadership of the black community
focused their efforts on the task of desegregating Poughkeepsie schools. On
September 1, 1873 Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Rhodes personally led the way by presenting a test case to the Board of Education of the federal civil rights law, which
provided for no distinction on the basis of race. Rhodes, who ran his own Eagle
Dyeing Establishment, attempted to enroll his two daughters, Josephine, 15, and
Marietta, 9, in the Fourth Ward Primary School. Miss Carey, principal of the
school, reluctantly seated the children. The youngest child Marietta was sent
home after lunch by a teacher because someone had hit her. The Board of Education also decided that Josephine would be sent to the Second Ward Grammar
School because of her age.42 Poughkeepsie's first major "civil rights question"
sparked a long series of meetings and decisions by the Board of Education
throughout the year.
At first, Judge Egbert Q. Eldridge, President of the Board, claimed that since
the city was one school district, it had fulfilled the law by establishing the
Colored School. Therefore, said Eldridge, the children were to refrain from
attempting to attend any city school other than the Colored School until the
Board reached a decision. He also said that the children were attending a school
outside of their district.43 However, Mrs. Rhodes squelched any delaying tactics
of the Board by continuing to insist that her children would attend the city's
public schools and that she didn't want to send her children to the colored
school. On September 4, 1873 Marietta was sent to the Bayeaux Street School
where she was warmly received, although all of the public attention had made
her uncomfortable .44
After visiting and inspecting the Colored School, Eldridge recommended to
the Board on September 10 that the school should be closed because he found
only 20 children in attendance out of the more than 70 that had been enrolled. He
felt that this low level of attendance did not justify the $750 annual budget which
the city spent to support the school. The matter was tabled until a hearing could
be held with the colored people.45 During the period three more colored children
entered the Fifth Ward School; they probably included Abraham Bolin's son
Gaius. In May 1874 the Board ruled that the teachers should allow any students
who lived outside of their school districts to remain in their schools until the end
of the academic year." Poughkeepsie's case was not an isolated one; all over the
State colored students attempted to enter the all-white public school systems. In
1874 the New York State legislature made these civil rights cases moot. Under
pressure from black groups, it passed the legislation to abolish segregation in
public schools.
Although the Colored School continued for one more year, by 1875 the public
schools in Poughkeepsie were completely desegregated. Josephine Rhodes
became the first black graduate of Poughkepesie High School in 1879. Four years
83

later Gaius Bolin, Sr. was the second colored student to graduate from the high
school. After spending two more years studying Latin and Greek at Professor
John R. Leslie's Select Classical School on Academy Street, Gaius was accepted
at Williams College and became its first black graduate in 1889. In 1892 he passed
the bar and practiced law in Poughkeepsie where he became part of a small
group of leaders in the black community to bridge the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries .47
The story of the desegregation of Poughkeepsie's public schools did not end in
a clear-cut triumphant victory, especially for Joseph Rhodes and his family, who
probably paid a high personal price for their efforts. Although a direct cause and
effect case cannot be established in determining business losses and failures,
there is a strong probability that Rhodes suffered severe economic losses for stirring the waters of Poughkeepsie's milieu of de facto segregation. In their fine
history of opportunity in Poughkeepsie during the mid-nineteenth century, the
Griffens point to this possibility.
. . . whether Rhodes paid for his challenge through a subsequent loss in prosperity
cannot be ascertained. In 1873, the year of his dramatic public gesture in taking his
daughter[s] to one of the city's previously all white schools, a credit reporter
described his dyeing shop as a "good business, making a little money" and Rhodes
himself as a careful, close man who paid cash for what he bought and owned his
house. By 1877 all his effects had been mortgaged to the Poughkeepsie Savings
Bank and from then on he was described as worth nothing.48
For a careful and frugal man who only paid in cash to lose everything within a
few years underlines the suspicion of economic retaliation.
Rhodes, of course, was one of a small handful of Negroes during the Reconstruction period to achieve the status of self-employment or a skilled occupation.
Over a period of forty years, 1840 to 1880, only nine blacks achieved selfemployment and R.G. Dun and Company, the credit evaluators, only listed
seven black businessmen: three in barbering and hairdressing and three in cleaning and dyeing. The owner of a clothing store had failed and left town in 1849.49
Among the wealthiest black people during this period were two stewards who
worked on the steam boats. One of them, who also operated his own concession,
had his worth estimated at $20,000 upon his death in 1874. The other had his
property assessed for $400 in 1880, one of the few blacks who owned property.5°
As the Griffens noted in their comparative analysis of labor and race, whites
comprised 59 percent of the teamsters, carmen and carters — occupations with
opportunities for self-employment — but only 36 percent of the drivers and
coachmen, 16 percent of the gardeners, and none of the waiters. Blacks moved in
the opposite direction with 5 percent as teamsters, carmen and carters; 23 percent as drivers and coachmen; 7 percent as gardeners; and 77 percent as waiters.
More than 90 percent of black males who were employed worked in unskilled
jobs (primarily common laborer) or in service positions.51 At this time factory
jobs were not open to blacks. While the Irish immigrants suffered from some
forms of employment discrimination, their rates in the lowest occupational categories could not match that of the black population as a whole.
The majority of Negro women worked but they also had fewer occupational
choices. From 1850 to 1880, over 90 percent of employed black women worked as
domestics. In the late nineteenth century, before the advent of washing
machines, doing the laundry was among the hardest of chores. Being a laundress
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was the other occupational choice for colored women. As the Griffens pointed
out,
One fourth of the working black women in the sixties and in the seventies persisted
in the labor force, a much higher rate than for white women of any nationality. In
1880 a mere 3 percent of white wives reported jobs, but in 1860 a third of the black
wives worked and in 1880 one fourth worked, mostly as laundresses.52
Since economic values have been primary and predominant in American
society, often used to determine social status and social relations, the severest
forms of racial discrimination that black people have encountered have usually
been economic in character. A close study of economic mobility in Poughkeepsie
in the late nineteenth century has shown that even with the passing of several
generations, black workers did not experience that mobility and were often
trapped in the lowest occupational rungs .53
Immigrants like the Germans and even the Irish fleeing the famine who arrived
in the Mid-Hudson in the 1840s and 1850s could expect job mobility within a
generation or two. But for large numbers of black people the myth of Horatio
Algier remained a myth rooted in pigmentation, which even the strongest educational aspirations and hard work could not overcome. Except for a small handful
of successful people like Gaius Bolin, Sr., the vast majority of black people in
Poughkeepsie in the late nineteenth century did not experience intergenerational
upward mobility. Most black women remained in domestic and laundry work
and most black men were common laborers or in service occupations like waiter.
Several of Bolin's brothers, for example, were waiters at the Nelson House and
the Morgan House.54
During the last decade of the nineteenth century, the black community in
Poughkeepsie began to experience some of the changes that would radically alter
its character in the twentieth century. In 1891 a combination of newcomers and
long time residents from the Mill Street Baptist Church decided to organize the
first Negro Baptist church in the city. Under the Rev. Charles E. Fairess's leadership and after a series of prayer meetings in homes, the mission group moved to
the Leslie School building on Academy Street and organized the Ebenezer
Baptist Church with the Rev. Fairess as its first minister.55 After several moves,
the church members built a permanent home at Smith and Winnikee in 1905. The
black Methodists at the Catharine Street Church, which had dominated the community for over fifty years, began to experience some competition for members
and influence. On May 20, 1894 at the 73rd Session of the New York Annual
Conference of the A.M.E. Zion Church held at Catharine Street, Bishop James
Hood ordained Mrs. A. J. Foote as the first black woman deacon, the first breakthrough by a woman, black or white, in any Methodist denomination.56 This
pluralism in religion and progress in sexual equality were only harbingers of the
changes to come in the twentieth century.
The Black Community in Poughkeepsie in the Twentieth Century:
A Capsule Summary
The history of the black community in Poughkeepsie until the mid-twentieth
century was affected by two major demographic events: the waves of black
migrations from the South to northern and western states, and the move of the
International Business Machines Corporation to the Mid-Hudson area in the
1940s. Both events radically altered the character of the black community and the
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Gaius Charles Bolin, Sr.
1865-1946
First black graduate of Williams College in 1889.
In 1945 he was elected president of the Dutchess
County Bar Association.
Photograph courtesy of Williams College

Smith Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion Church
(Oldest Black Church in Poughkeepsie)
Founded in 1837, it was first named the Catherine Street A.M.E. Zion Church in 1840.
Photograph courtesy of collection of C. B. Magill
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Bessie Harden Payne
Born January 16, 1895
Community activist and volunteer in numerous human services agencies. Elected president of the National Association of Colored Women's Clubs, Inc.
Photograph courtesy of Poughkeepsie Journal
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city of Poughkeepsie. They led to a gradual increase in the size of the black population from 500 in 1870 to 5,876 in 1970. They also changed the character of the
leadership structure of the community from one dominated by long-time residents to a mixture of natives and newcomers. The demographic changes also
meant a dramatic increase in the pluralism of black social organizations and institutions, especially among the churches. Most of these changes, however,
occurred after World War II.
In the early decades of the twentieth century, the leadership of the black community remained fairly stable, composed largely of natives or long time residents. The sons and daughters of leaders in the late nineteenth century took
over. For example, Gaius Bolin, Sr., the only black attorney in Poughkeepsie,
replaced his father Abraham as a leader in the community and the Zion church.
Mary Matilda Wood Harden and her daughter Bessie Mae Harden Payne were
also community activists and members of the Ebenezer Baptist Church which
Mrs. Payne's husband, the Rev. Herbert Payne served as pastor for a few years.
The few black professionals included Dr. Garrett A. H. Price, a physician and a
leader in the Ebenezer Baptist Church in the early 1920s and Dr. Robert Wesley
Morgan, a dentist who came to Poughkeepsie about 1932 and was active in the
Smith Street A.M.E. Zion Church. This small elite group of leaders of the black
community also included the pastors of the A.M.E. Zion and Ebenezer Baptist
churches, particularly those who resided in Poughkeepsie for 10 years or more.
Pastors who were very active in the pre-World War II period included: the
Reverends Charles S. Fairess, Thomas Jenkins of Ebenezer Baptist, and Charles
Byrd who served several Baptist churches in the County; and the Reverends
Thomas Judd and Arthur E. May of the A.M.E. Zion Church.57 All of these community activists also comprised the leadership core of the local branch of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, which was
founded in 1931.58
While the Southern states practiced official "de jure" segregation through Jim
Crow laws, northern cities like Poughkeepsie condoned unofficial "de facto"
segregation in many areas: in housing and places of residence, jobs, education,
in public accommodations like restaurants, hotels, and lodging houses.
Although there were no blatant signs indicating "white" or "colored" as in the
South, by social custom, tradition and practice everyone understood implicitly
where the racial boundaries lay. On January 25, 1910 when the Rev. Dr. Booker
T. Washington, the founder of Tuskegee Institute and the acknowledged
national Negro leader, lectured on "The Negro Race" at the Vassar Institute, he
could not stay overnight at the Nelson House or the Morgan House even if he
wanted to.59 As a Baptist clergyman he probably was a guest at the home of the
Rev. Fairess of Ebenezer Baptist. The same things happened to other famous
black people who came to Poughkeepsie to perform. In the early 1920's Langston
Hughes was an overnight guest of the Zion minister after reading his poetry.
Roland Hayes was refused accommodations at the Nelson House. Marian
Anderson had to go to catch a train back to New York City while the crowd was
still applauding her performance at the Bardavon Opera House.6° Ironically,
blacks worked as waiters at both the Nelson and Morgan Houses but they could
not stay there as guests. For example, John W. Harden, Bessie Payne's father,
worked as head waiter at the Nelson House for thirty years.61
In 1913 Mrs. Mary Harden and her daughter Bessie gathered a group of 10
women to start the Poughkeepsie Neighborhood Club.62 Mrs. Harden served as
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President of the club until her death in 1948. The purpose of the club was to help
women do civic work and to help uplift womanhood in general. It brought
outstanding Negro speakers to Poughkeepsie for lectures. It also encouraged
churches and community groups to observe Emancipation Day and Negro
History Sunday. In 1917 the club sponsored its first Lincoln-Douglass dinner.
During the first week of every April, the club supported Negro Health Week. The
Poughkeepsie Neighborhood Club became a member of the United Federation of
Negro Women, which was organized by the famous educator and college president Dr. Mary McCleod Bethune. The club also played an informal role in social
change by encouraging black professionals like Dr. Price to relocate to
Poughkeepsie. 63
Throughout the twentieth century there was a small but steady flow of
migrants from the Caribbean Island nations, especially Jamaica. The migrants
came in search of better employment and educational possibilities and to escape
depressed economic conditions. For example, Dr. Robert Morgan was one of the
early West Indian migrants who came for advanced educational opportunities.
Many other West Indians came to Poughkeepsie as a result of employment as
migrant laborers in the apple orchards and farms fo the Mid-Hudson. After the
1950s Poughkeepsie developed a significant Jamaican sector in the black
community.
From World War I into the 1920s Poughkeepsie and other cities along the
Hudson River received an influx of Southern migrants, largely a spillover effect
from the large numbers that headed for New York City and Harlem. Many of
these early migrants came from nearby states like the Virginia Commonwealth
and most of the post-World War II migrants came from Deep South states like the
Carolinas, Georgia and Louisiana. The existence of these migrants put additional
pressure on the small group of leaders to seek ways to open up the job market for
Negroes in Poughkeepsie. Leaders like Mrs. Harden, Gaius Bolin, Sr.,
Dr. Morgan, Dr. Price, Miss Lucy Graves and clergy like the Rev. Arthur May
began to work quietly behind the scenes, negotiating with the owners of factories
and hospital administrators and doctors. Dr. Morgan had also organized a
Colored Citizens Committee in the 1930s to investigate the abuses which
Negroes suffered in housing. The employment scene for black workers began to
improve gradually by the late 1930s and early 1940s when the factories and
hospitals started hiring them. Hannah M. Johnson became the first black public
health nurse in the Dutchess County Health Department in 1940 and Dorothy L.
Edwards was the first black nurse hired at the Vassar Brothers Hospital in 1946.64
With the growing numbers of black migrants to northern cities like Poughkeepsie and with the bloody racial riots of the "Red Summer" of 1919 in cities
across the country, the Ku Klux Klan also began to organize in the North and was
active in the Mid-Hudson area in the 1920s and 1930s. On August 24, 1924 the
Klan held a massive membership rally in the old Driving Park or Ruppert Park
which was the site of the Dutchess County Fair from 1888 to 1929. An estimated
3,000 people were in attendance and hundreds more tried to get in without invitations. After the meeting crosses were burned in the town of Milton. Other
activities included parades in full regalia, attempts to influence local elections
and "charitable visits" to Black churches as part of their campaign of intimidation. In 1925 Poughkeepsie Klan No. 237 visited a Negro church in the eastern
part of the county. They entered the service in hooded robes, singing "Onward
Christian Soldiers." Upon leaving they gave a $50 donation to the pastor.65
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In spite of these attempts at intimidation and enormous racial discrimination in
employment and in other areas of life, black people created and maintained
institutions parallel to those in the larger white society. As the dominant black
institutions, black churches had often functioned as community centers, auditoriums for large meetings, concert halls, art galleries, and schools. However, the
growing complexity of urban society required a specialization of functions and a
separation from specific religious requirements. In Poughkeepsie some key
members of the Poughkeepsie Neighborhood Club along with the clergy and
other community leaders were instrumental in founding the Catharine Street
Community Center in 1922. The Center had begun earlier as the YWCA's North
Side Branch for Negro Girls, which taught sewing skills and sponsored recreational activities. The YW had received the center property on Catharine Street as
a gift of Dr. and Mrs. William Bancroft Hill. Mr. and Mrs. Albert Smith were the
first directors of the community center in its first location at 69 Catharine Street.
In 1936 Miss Lucy Graves became the Center's Director and an influential community activist. In 1945 the Board of Management of the YWCA voted to deed
the center over to the black community as an endorsement of the work of the
Catharine Street agency. In that same year Dr. Morgan, President of the
Catharine Street Board, and City Judge Corbally led to a $50,000 fund raising
campaign to build a new and better equipped center.66
Another set of parallel institutions, which has a long and illustrious history in
the black community, is comprised of the fraternal orders and lodges like the
Masons and the Elks and their female counterparts such as the Daughters of the
Eastern Star. The Mount Moriah Masonic Lodge existed in Poughkeepsie as early
as 1855 and by 1876 it had 34 members when George P. West was the Worthy
Master.67 However, the growth of the fraternal orders and lodges in Poughkeepsie's black community did not occur until the post World War II period
when the migrations resulted in a bewildering array of these organizations.68
The black college fraternities and sororities also were another set of organizations created by the college-educated sector in the black community. As a result
of the migrations, a number of these fraternities and sororities have been
established in Poughkeepsie.69 In addition to supplying a pool of volunteers for
community human service activities, they have played a major role in giving collegiate scholarships to minority students and in emphasizing the need for
achievement.
Colored baseball teams existed in the Queen City in the late nineteenth century. In 1883 the Eagle reported on a game between Poughkeepsie's "colored
baseball club" and a visiting colored team from Connecticut." During the 1930s
and 1940s the Imperials and the Mohawks of Poughkeepsie and the Millbrook
Giants were colored baseball teams that competed against other ethnic teams in
Dutchess County leagues. There was also an Imperial basketball team that
challenged other teams from Albany to New York City from 1938 to 1946. Wilbur
Thompson, father of Dutchess County legislator Sherwood Thompson,71 played
for the Mohawks and was elected to the Dutchess County Baseball Hall of Fame.
One of the most well-known Negro athletes during this period was Robert S.
Magill. Magill worked for the Post Office and played on and coached almost all of
the colored teams in all of the major sports, including the semi-pro football team
the Poughkeepsie All-Americans. Magill was also instrumental in forming the
Poughkeepsie Net Club to promote Negro interest in tennis and his club sponsored a city tournament as well as played in the New York State Colored Tennis
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Association.72 Besides Magill, Morgan Reed, dubbed "Mr. Black Sports of
Dutchess County," Ray Bradford and Pete Anthony also played for the colored
teams and later were inducted into the Dutchess County Hall of Fame, Old
Timers Baseball Association.
Another sporting event for which Dutchess County and Poughkeepsie earned
considrable fame was in race horse breeding and trotter racing. The only mile
long track in Dutchess County was located at the Hudson River Driving Park,
which was also known as "Ruppert Park" from 1879 to 1923.73 Among the black
people who earned their livelihood from this sport were Wyatt Jones, a horse
owner, and Vincent "Skinny" Jackson, a local Poughkeepsie jockey.74
The religious character of the black community continued to change during the
twentieth century. By the end of World War II, the earlier dominance of the Zion
Methodists in the Mid-Hudson was ended by the rapid growth of black Baptist
churches, which still constitute the largest black denominations in the United
States. The Holiness-Pentecostal movement, which developed out of Methodism
in the late nineteenth century, also stressed an emotionalism that appealed to
many black migrants, particularly during the Depression and post war years.
Father Divine's Peace Mission movement, which attracted many Holiness
followers, mushroomed in New York City with spillover effects in the MidHudson. Divine had a vacation mansion at Krum Elbow near President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt's estate in Hyde Park and seven "heavens" or communal
farms in Ulster County. There is evidence that in 1934 about 150 local residents
attempted to begin a Peace Mission in the former building of the Poughkeepsie
Bicycle Club at 176 Mansion Street.75 Apparently, that effort failed since there is
no listing of the church or other evidence of the influence of Father Divine's
movement in Poughkeepsie.
In 1934 the Rev. Eustace McMurrine started a black Pentecostal church on
Tulip Street, and in 1936 he established the United Pentecostal Church, a church
of children.76 After the death of her husband, the Rev. Marie McMurrine Watterson established more permanent quarters by founding the Church of the Living
God United in 1943. Black members of the Seventh Day Adventists faith also
attracted a core following that was large enough to establish Trinity Temple and
the predominantly black Victory Lake Nursing Home in Hyde Park. In the early
1970s the Nation of Islam, a militant black nationalist group, had a small following in Poughkeepsie. Later the group changed to orthodox Sunni Islam and
established a Muslim masjid or place of prayer in the city in 1976. Chart 1 gives
an overview of the religous pluralism that developed among black churches and
religious groups in Dutchess County.
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CHART 1
Black Religious Groups of Dutchess County
Founding Minister

Church or Group

Date Organized

Smith Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion
Poughkeepsie
St. James A.M.E. Zion
Beacon (formerly
Fishkill Landing)
Ebenezer Baptist Church
Poughkeepsie
Star of Bethlehem
Beacon
Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Green Haven
Central Baptist Church
Salt Point
Beulah Baptist Church
Wappingers Falls
Beulah Baptist Church
Poughkeepsie
Second Baptist Church
Poughkeepsie
Springfield Baptist Church
Beacon
Church of the Living God United
Poughkeepsie
Holy Light Pentecostal
Poughkeepsie
Green Chapel Overcoming
Church of God
Poughkeepsie
Faith Temple Church of God
in Christ, Beacon
Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Wappingers Falls
Bethel Church of God in Christ
Poughkeepsie
St. Mark A.M.E. Zion
Poughkeepsie
Trinity Temple Seventh Day
Adventist, Poughkeepsie
Masjid Ut Mutakabbir
Poughkeepsie
Mount Olivet Fire Baptized
Holiness Church,
Poughkeepsie

1837

The Rev. Jacob Thomas (?)

1844

The Rev. Joseph Pascal
Thompson (?)

1891

The Rev. Charles Fairess

1900

The Rev. Barnum

1902

The Rev. Brown

1919

The Rev. F. H. Wiggins

1928

The Rev. Williams

Sept. 12, 1933

The Rev. J. H. Wright

July 19, 1946

The Rev. Thomas Jenkins

1946

The Rev. Mattie Cooper

1943
1952

The Rev. Marie
McMurrine Watterson
Bishop Mack McClinton

1960

Elder A. Green

1961

The Rev. James E. Hunt

1966

The Rev. Clarence Carson

1966

The Rev. James E. FIunt

Dec. 8, 1971

The Rev. Ralph McGhee

1964

The Rev. Judge A. Brummel

1976

Imam Sabir Alaji

1980

The Rev. Magdalene
Patterson
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If the Great Depression was difficult for whites, it had a devastating impact in
the black community. The discovery by Eleanor Roosevelt of the extremely
depressing and squalid conditions of hundreds of impoverished black families
living near the brickyards at Brockway and Dutchess Junction became a catalyst
for social welfare programs under the national recovery acts sponsored by FDR.77
Oral history interviews with local black residents indicated that there was
extreme impoverishment. Hunger was the word which summarized their experiences. A number of volunteer relief agencies sprang into existence in the city.
The federal government sponsored WPA projects and work corps to help ease
the massive unemployment. The Rev. Herbert Payne, a former pastor of
Ebenezer Church, became an administator for WPA projects in New York State."
After the Depression years, Mrs. Bessie Payne became the first principal of the
Little Red School House, a forerunner of the Rehabilitation Programs, Inc.
The United States did not fully recover from the Depression until the world
war in Europe and the Pacific. The social conditions of the 1940s set into motion
even larger waves of migrations of black people from the South and paved the
way for the emergence of the Civil Rights movement from 1954 to 1968. During
World War II more than 200 black men from Dutchess County entered the
military services. Walter Patrice, a graduate of Poughkeepsie High School who
attended Howard University, became the first black Poughkeepsian to be commissioned an officer, first lieutenant in the U.S. Army, and the Rev. Charles
Byrd served as a military chaplain of the Air Force with the rank of lieutenant
colonel. In October 1941, the Women's Service Club of the Catharine Street
Center was organized and it published a monthly magazine called "The Patriot,"
which contained excerpts of letters and news about the men serving in different
countries. Headed by Mrs. Robert Morgan as President, the club also sent
Christmas gifts and other gifts during slack periods to keep the morale of the
men up. It also sponsored talks at the center by returning servicemen."
Although there were glimmers of hope for black people in the 1940s, most of
American society remained closed to them and that condition was reflected in
Poughkeepsie.
In a bold and prophetic address to the annual American Brotherhood dinner,
sponsored by the city in 1944, the guest of honor and principal speaker, Judge
Jane Bolin Mizelle, the daughter of Gaius Bolin, Sr. and the first black woman
judge in the United States, eloquently summarized the situation for Negroes in
the city. She charged that there were no Negroes on the staffs of the District
Attorney's Office, on the City Council, in the Fire and Police Departments, or in
the local hospitals as doctors and nurses. There were also no Negroes as teachers
in the schools or as skilled workers in the industrial plants. Even the local YMCA
and YWCA engaged in the racial hypocrisy by not allowing Negroes as members
and thus "degrade the word Christian." She asked plaintively:
. . . America, which has reached its present stature only by the contributions of its
various minority groups, can it afford not to utilize the abilities and aptitudes of
these citizens? Can America stand the human waste?. . . You forward-thinking
people have not only the opportunity but the duty to begin immediately to break
down the traditions of this city and to begin the practice of democratic principles.80
Judge Jane Bolin also pointed to the need to revise the textbooks used in schools
because they neglected the contributions of minorities. Having left the comforts
of her father's home 12 years ago in order to fulfill her aspirations, she said that
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declarations of "brotherhood" were pointless until the city of Poughkeepsie
ended its intolerance and racial discrimination.81
In 1941 Thomas Watson, Sr. began the expansion of his company's operation
from Endicott, New York to the Mid-Hudson region when an International
Business Machine subsidiary, the Munitions Manufacturing Company bought
215 acres along the River. Then, IBM gradually purchased more property until
Watson relocated his research and engineering laboratories to Kenyon Ho use in
1944.82 These early moves into the Mid-Hudson signaled the growth of the company into a national and multi-national corporation. However, it was not until
the early to mid-1950s that the first professional blacks were hired by the corporation.83 In 1952 Harry Cochrane was the first black professional hired at the
Poughkeepsie facility; some other early blacks hired during this period include:
Calvin Waite, William Crawford, Fleming Alexander, Clifton Kearney, Harry
Wilkinson, Columbus Stanley, Victor Morris and John Cooper." The vast majority of black professionals were recruited to IBM after 1963. The arrival of the black
IBMers became a significant factor in the history and development of the local
black community. They came with a sense of optimism, vigor, college education,
skills, and most important, a political savvy that had been honed in the heartland
of Jim Crow segregation. Their fresh insights and energy were important to the
local community. Together with the local black leaders, they helped to challenge
and to change the closed society of Poughkeepsie.
The expeiences of these first black IBMers confirmed the insights of Judge
Bolin's brotherhood speech. They found a "rigid residential segregation" in
Dutchess County and they saw a city that was completely circumscribed by a
suburban town with all of the blacks "trapped in decaying census tracts in the
city."85 Housing became a major issue for the early IBMers because all of them
were denied the opportunities to live where they wanted to because of their skin
color. Even the Housing Office of their giant corporation could not help them
and only continued to hand out lists of houses which would not rent or sell to
black people. IBM's Welcome Wagon, which was set up to meet and help
employees in the process of relocating, only met with white families. So the first
black IBMers developed their own informal version of the welcome wagon and
their own housing lists to help those who came later.86 Furthermore, they found
a public school system that had no Negro teachers. That confounded many of
them because even in the de jure segregation of the South, they themselves had
grown up with Negro teachers as role models in the public schools and even in
college. Except for a few places, they also found that there were no black clerks
and no black workers in the small grocery stores, nor in the larger stores on Main
Street like Woolworth, Kresge, and Luckey Platt.
The Civil Rights Watershed
The 1954 Supreme Court decision in Brown vs. The Board of Education was the
unofficial start of the Civil Rights era because it provided the legal legitimation
for all of the tumultuous events and activities that followed.
The cracks in Poughkeepsie's silent wall of segregation began to appear
gradually. On August 3, 1946 members of the Poughkeepsie Chapter of the
United Negro and Allied Veterans of America sponsored a memorial rally at
Mansion Square Park to protest the lynching of four Negro citizens in Monroe,
Georgia.87 In 1947 Robert Vaughn became the first black to be hired by the Fire
Department and by the time of his retirement in 1974 he had become the first
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black captain in the Fire Department. In 1977 Vaughn was the first black
appointed to the Dutchess County Legislature, 12th District, and later he became
the first black Dutchess County Deputy Coordinator. In 1957 Mrs. Thelma Morris
was the first black teacher appointed by the City of Poughkeepsie School District
since the integration of the schools in 1874.88 Mrs. Dorothy Stanley was a
substitute teacher in 1956 and later she became the first black administrator of the
school system." In 1957 Mrs. Eleanor Benjamin began her courageous volunteer
work with the migrant farm workers in the Mid-Hudson region. For thirteen
years she served on the Dutchess County Migrant Counci1.9° In spite of these
first breakthroughs, the city did not experience the impact of the Civil Rights
movement until the decade of the 1960s.
Housing became the issue that first rallied the Civil Rights forces in the city. A
bi-racial committee started by black and white religious groups in Poughkeepsie
and some individual citizens began the major push for State legislation to ban
discrimination in housing. They succeeded with a Fair Housing Bill of 1961 which
opened about 15 percent of the market and again in 1963 with a bill that opened
the other 85 percent. Except in isolated instances prior to the 1960s, the majority
of blacks experienced considerable racial discrimination in finding adequate
housing. It was not until after 1963 that middle class blacks could freely move to
suburbia in Dutchess County.91
The next target became employment, especially to get the grocery and department stores to hire black clerks and workers. Led by the Northern Dutchess
Chapter of the NAACP and their president Wiley Jackson in the mid-1960s, a
variety of demonstrations and pickets occurred at stores like Woolworth's. A few
Vassar College students joined in the demonstrations. Mrs. Earline Patrice, a
long time community activist, recalled warning her friends and neighbors not to
cross the picket lines.92 Activist black clergy during this period included the Rev.
Belvie Jackson of the Zion Church, and the Rev. Robert Dixon of the Central
Baptist Church, who ran for mayor unsuccessfully. In 1963 the Rev. Jackson,
Cecelia Magill and Rupert Tarver were appointed to serve on Poughkeepsie's
first Human Rights Commission.
The public schools, however, still remained a major problem because racial
tensions rose with the growing influx of black migrants, especially among the
lower income families who were attracted by the County's economic prosperity.
In 1940 Dutchess County's nonwhite population was 3.6 percent and in 1960 it
grew to 5.8 percent. Of the 9,917 Negroes in the County in 1960, the city of
Poughkeepsie had the largest number, 3,601.93 In the two decades after 1960,
Poughkeepsie's black population more than doubled to 7,606 or 25.6 percent of
all citizens in 1980. With this significant growth in the black population, some of
the city's white residents reacted as they have in other parts of the nation with a
flight to suburbia.94 The growing number of minority students was an important
factor which contributed to the creation of a separate, predominantly white
Spackenkill High School in 1970.95 Prior to that time Spackenkill students
attended Poughkeepsie High School. In 1964 Mrs. Marie Tarver, a native of
Louisiana, was appointed to fill a vacancy on the Board of Education. She not
only became the first black on the Board but in 1965 she was elected to it, the first
to win a public election, and later also the first to become the Board's president.
In 1966 Lorraine Roberts became the first black teacher to chair an academic
department in the Poughkeepsie City School District and in 1982 Mr. James
Clarke, Jr. became the first black Superintendent of Schools for the same school
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district.
In 1965 Dutchess County's first Human Rights Council was formed with Victor
Morris as its chairman. Morris was also instrumental in becoming the editor and
publisher of the first two black newspapers in the Hudson Valley. In 1957-1959 he
started the first paper, the Antler Digest and between the years 1969 and 1979 he
edited the Mid-Hudson Herald.%
Following the Newark and Detroit riots in July 1967 Poughkeepsie also experienced several days of disturbances from July 28 to July 30. Fed by rumors, bands
of mostly black teenagers roamed the streets breaking store windows on Main
Street. Members of the black clergy and other community leaders like Ruppert
Tarver, Harold Anderson and Morris mediated with the youths to help stem the
spread of trouble.97
The activism of the 1960s also led to the creation of numerous community
organizations and self-help groups. During President Johnson's War on Poverty,
Ruppert Tarver became the executive director of the Neighborhood Services
Organization, while his wife Marie directed Poughkeepsie's Model Cities
Agency.98 Harold Anderson was the director of the Poughkeepsie Opportunity
Center of the Dutchess County Committee for Economic Opportunity. Mrs.
Ethel Vaughn was the only woman and the first black person appointed to the
Poughkeepsie Urban Renewal Agency Board in 1965. The Lower Main Street
Association was formed in 1967 after the July disturbances under the leadership
of Wiley Jackson and Earline Patrice.99 The Hudson Valley Opportunities Industrialization Center was organized in 1968 with Edward Johnson as its executive
director. The Cultural Progress Club was organized by Mrs. Robert Dixon in
1968. Other cultural breakthroughs were achieved by Vivian Gaines Tanner,
Carol Crawford, William Duke, Jr. and Myra Morris."°
For a period of time in the late 1960s and early 1970s there existed a coalition of
groups for political purposes, the United Black Council Executive Committee.101
The 28th Congressional District Division of the New York State Voters League
Association supported black candidates for mayor and other municipal offices. In
the mid-1970s the black community achieved a significant breakthrough in the
previously closed society when Stewart Bowles became the first black Chief of
Police of the City of Poughkeepsie. Also in the 1970s, the Jamaican Concerned
Citizens was formed by Clement Parkinson, Wiley Jackson and Earline Patrice to
address the issues and concerns of Jamaicans and other West Indians in
Poughkeepsie. Other community activists from Jamaica included Winston
Bailey, who served on the Board of Education, and Rodney Douglas, who
created the first black repertoire and acting company in the Mid-Hudson. Jeh V.
Johnson was the first black architect in Poughkeepsie with design credits that included: the Dutchess County Mental Health Building (1969); St. Simeon (1970);
Interfaith Towers (1973); Tubman Terrace (1974); Catharine Street Center (1979).
There were numerous other "first" breakthroughs that cannot be mentioned
completely in this text.102
Conclusion
An overview of 300 years of black history in the Mid-Hudson, Dutchess
County, and the city of Poughkeepsie reveals not only the strugggles and accomplishments of black people from slavery to freedom, but it also acts as a mirror
that refracts the strengths and weaknesses of the larger society. Racism remains
America's great unsolved problem. W.E.B. DuBois once said that "the problem
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of the twentieth century is the color-line."103 Foreign observers like Alexis
DeTocqueville in the nineteenth century and Gunnar Myrdal in the twentieth
have also puzzled over this "American dilemma" of having the highest
democratic ideals but of failing to put them into practice. The authors of this article can only concur with these observations and urge greater efforts on the part
of all Americans in the continuing struggle to resolve this dilemma.
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The Catholic Community
in Poughkeepsie
1870-1900:
The Period of Testing
Louis C. Zuccarello

T

he funeral procession that moved ". . . up Mill Street to Bridge, thence to
Mansion and through the latter street to the Catholic cemetery on the Salt Point
Road. . ."1 carried Father Michael Riordan to his final resting place. The funeral
services held on Friday, June 17, 1870 were evidence that the Catholic community
in Poughkeepsie had come of age. Fr. Riordan was largely responsible for that.
As the Mass at St. Peter's began at 11 a.m., the Poughkeepsie Eagle report noted,
. . . the edifice was densely packed with human beings, among whom were a large
number of our most prominent citizens. All the aisles were uncomfortably filled and
the galleries were strained to the utmost, while at the same time crowds of people
remained outside — the seats on either side of the middle aisle were occupied almost
exclusively by St. Peter's T.A.B. Society and St. Peter's Juvenile Society, the
members of the T.A.B. taking particular pains to usher strangers to seats.2

Even as Riordan's death focused attention on the Catholic community's
gradual but successful integration into the fabric of Poughkeepsie life, it briefly
cloaked issues that would continue to challenge both Poughkeepsie Catholics
and their neighbors in the years after 1870. Would Catholics ever be regarded as
fully American? How would Catholics relate to each other — given their ethnic
diversity and increasingly dissimilar socio-economic status? How would they
surmount divisions of language and culture and of clergy and laity? How and by
whom would Catholic youngsters be educated? These were some of the key
questions that would test Poughkeepsie Catholics.
Fr. Riordan had come to Poughkeepsie in 1844. He was a young priest, approximately thirty years old, who came to a poor parish, beset by squabbling factions
and an uncertain future. His predecessor, Fr. Burke, had warned the community
that if they were unable to support a full-time priest, he might be sent
elsewhere .3
Now at his death, Fr. Riordan's work could be recognized. He had stabilized
the parish and had healed animosities which he had found both within and outside his own parish community. In addition to his labors in Poughkeepsie,
Riordan served Catholics throughout the county of Dutchess journeying east to
Dover Plains, Millbrook and Amenia and north to Hyde Park and Rhinebeck.
Louis C. Zuccarello is Professor of Political Science and Director of the Core/Liberal
Studies Program at Marist College in Poughkeepsie, New York. This work is his third in a
series of papers studying Poughkeepsie Catholics and issues of religious and ethnic
pluralism.
105

Edmund Platt observed that Riordan had steered his Church "safely through
the Native American or Know-Nothing agitation and brought it greatly increased
strength and respect."4 In 1894, Mayor Ketcham of Poughkeepsie had described
Fr. Riordan's speech in support of the Union cause during the Civil War, as
". . . a brief speech but it did more than any other speech to arouse the men of the
city to the defense of the republic."5
During his pastorate, Fr. Riordan had reduced the suspicion many in
Poughkeepsie had towards Catholicism, which was widely perceived among
native Protestants as the religion of the foreign Pope, of the drunken, brawling
immigrants and of the strange practices and lifestyles of celibate priests and
nuns. He had expanded and refurbished the Church of St. Peter's and had boldly
placed on the front of the church, the inscription in Latin — "Thou art Peter and
upon this Rock I shall build my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it." He attended first to providing a parish school for young girls [1860]
and after that a school for young boys [1868]. His organization of societies
devoted to the cause of temperance sought to fight one of the major barriers to
respectability and productivity among some of the immigrants.
By 1870, two established Catholic centers existed in Poughkeepsie — St. Peter's
Church serving the Irish population and Nativity Church serving German
Catholics. Both had established congregations and stable leadership in the person of regularly assigned pastors. For nearly a decade the Nativity parochial
school, begun in 1852, was the only parochial school between New York and
Albany.
The signs of a more established Catholic presence in Poughkeepsie in 1870
could be found in other evidence. Fr. Riordan's estate, while not large, was certainly decent by the standards of the day. His will included the disbursement of
amounts totalling $12,800 and of items for which no monetary value was given.6
After earlier conflicts over sponsorship between Catholic and Protestant Irish,
celebrations of St. Patrick's Day seem to have emerged as festive occasions for
the entire community. In 1868, a parade complete with bands and speeches was
followed by an evening lecture, "St. Patrick's Mission and the Permanency of Its
Fruits" to which 2000 tickets were sold.7
In 1871, St. Peter's Church and its Irish congregation were led by an Italianborn Franciscan, Rev. Francis Caro.8 Italian pastor and Irish laity, in spite of
other difficulties between them, combined to produce a notable St. Patrick's celebration. The Eagle observed that after a Solemn High Mass,
. . . the Congregation was dismissed with an invitation to all present to take part in
the procession. . . hundreds of persons had gathered at street corners to witness the
parade. . . there were three bands. . . imposing displays . . . several delegations from
abroad. . . Capt. Hengstebeck's rifles, a handsomely decorated car, carrying 14 little
girls in white and all making a fine appearance . . . At 2:30 p.m. the head of the procession passed the Poughkeepsie Hotel and wheeled into Market Street. The Hotel
stoop was occupied by the Mayor and Common Council as a reviewing stand and as
the procession filed by Mayor Eastman waved a large green silk flag. The reviewing
stand passed, Rev. Dr. Caro leading the cavalcade came to a halt when the
Kingston Band escorted Capt. Hengstebeck's military company to the front, facing
the hotel at present arms. Father Caro and Aids [sic.] then uncovered their heads
and saluted the Mayor and Council, the Band playing Irish and National airs, the
Mayor again waving the Green flags of Erin.9
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The report concluded that the "entire celebration was a very fine affair."1°
The St. Peter's congregation must have been pleased in January of 1872 when
Patrick McSweeney was appointed as their new pastor. Irish-born and extremely
well-educated, both in the United States and Rome, Rev. Dr. McSweeney was
described as a "priest of independent thought, witty speech and. . . a practical
turn of mind."11 It was he who assisted the effort to establish the new Catholic
Church of St. Mary in 1873.
Fr. Patrick McSweeney stayed in Poughkeepsie for five years. His younger
brother, Rev. Edward McSweeney, became the founding pastor of St. Mary's
Church, located on Cannon Street in a church which had previously been used
first by Presbyterians and then by Universalists. In 1884 he left to become a professor at Mount St. Mary's College in Emmetsburg, Maryland.
The two McSweeneys and Rev. James Nilan, who was appointed pastor of
St. Peter's in November of 1877 and served until his death in 1902, were the key
leaders of the Irish Catholic community in the 1870's, 1880's and 1890's.
Rev. Gallus Bruder, who took over the parish of the Nativity in July of 1879, led
the German Catholic community until his transfer in 1911.
Fr. Nilan, Fr. Patrick McSweeney and Fr. Edward McSweeney rejected the
German pattern of cultural separation. As part of a group of more liberal clerics
in the New York Archdiocese,12 they believed that immigrant Catholics should
make strong efforts to become more American and that the practices of the
Catholic Church should reconcile fundamental traditional beliefs with the
uniqueness of the American experience. As a result of these priests and their
relationships with other prominent liberal clergymen, Poughkeepsie became one
of the key arenas for the drama of development and conflict within the Catholic
Church in America.
One way in which this belief in the process of "Americanization"13 expressed
itself was through actual participation in important civic activities. Father Nilan
of St. Peter's was particularly active in this area and won recognition from Mayor
Ketcham as ". . a tireless worker for the good of the city and its people."14
The records of the Vassar Brothers Institute list presentations by Fr. Nilan there
on the following subjects: February 27, 1882 — Luther: Pro and Con; November
13, 1883 — Galileo, Galilei; February 19, 1883 — Wendell Phillips; March 4, 1884
— Panel discussion of "Education by the State" by John I. Platt; February 24,
1885 — Illustrated talk on Rome; March 29, 1887 — Incidents of Travel; January,
February, and March 1888 general discussions of the Land Theories of Henry
George; November 20, 1894 — Symposium on What Can be Done to Reduce
Pauperism in Poughkeepsie.15
Fr. Edward McSweeney is noted as delivering a paper at the Institute on "The
Monks of Old" on January 3, 1882 and one entitled "Catholic Missions Among
the American Indians" on January 9, 1883.16
The Nilan paper on Luther may give us a glimpse of the state of religious thinking in Poughkeepsie in 1883. The paper made clear Nilan's views that Luther's
teachings were incorrect and harmful. He analyzed Luther's teaching of private
judgement, his beliefs about the relation of sin, grace and human nature, and the
German reformer's political views which Nilan maintained led not to freedom
but to absolutism. Nilan concluded that modern enlightenment, instead of being
due to the influence of Luther, was impeded by his secession from the Catholic
faith.
It was a clear nineteenth-century Catholic view of Luther. Yet members of the
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Protestant clergy urged him to have it published, which eventually it was. Nilan
himself felt compelled to write in the Preface:
Though perhaps not accepting the propositions stated, the audience which was
mainly Protestant, bestowed an appreciative attention upon the matter and form of
the argument. . . Protestant clergymen, for whom I have a high personal regard,
have assured me that in the presentation of the case there is nothing that could
reasonably give offense.
To excite religious animosity is wicked; to allay it beneficent. There is no possibility
now, providentially, of burning a friend's body for love of his soul. And whether
the cremetory ceremony was done in Rome or Geneva, it must always have
appeared as unsatisfactory, as unpleasant when adopted as a method of proving the
truth of any doctrine natural or supernatural. Faith appealing to reason for admission, if accepted at all, must be willingly received, as it is freely given.17
While his audience encouraged publication, Bishop Michael Corrigan may
have been concerned, for Nilan wrote to him on February 1, 1883, "I would have
pleasure in sending you a copy of my little pamphlet were I not deterred by fear
that it might look like seeking official recognition or examination. It is quite
enough that myself should be responsible for what is in it."18
The Corrigan-Nilan exchange described above was evidence of a growing
movement for greater centralization and a more hierarchical pattern of governance in the American Church. It also signalled the growing tension and conflict
between the more liberal clergy and the emerging conservative leadership personified by Bishop Michael Corrigan and his paternalistic mentor, Bishop
Bernard McQuaid of Rochester. Fr. Nilan of Poughkeepsie was at the center of
many of these clashes. For example, Nilan was forced by Corrigan to explain
why he was holding meetings of area Catholic clergy —
The aim was neighborliness. . . to thwart feeling [of isolation] which has such
strong influence in drawing so many priests to New York [City] from the country
parishes. The chief object was to encourage reading and study. . . by showing how
pleasing a thing it is to know and to be able to discuss questions connected with our
office.19
The St. Peter's pastor also assured the Bishop that he was complying with the
new rule [Synod of 1883] that priests wear the Roman collar.2° However, Nilan's
continued support of his friend Fr. Edward McGlynn's right to speak in behalf of
Henry George and George's land theories21 furthered the rift between the
Poughkeepsie pastor and his former schoolmate in Rome — Michael Corrigan,
now Bishop of New York.
As the "McGlynn Affair", as it came to be known, began to develop, an important Church Synod held at St. Patrick's Cathedral in November of 1886 gave
special status to St. Peter's Church in Poughkeepsie. The conferral of quasicanonical status meant that the pastor could not be removed directly by the
Bishop but could only be removed for cause after a proper canonical trial.
Fr. Nilan was protected by that statute. However, McGlynn supporters began to
be replaced in many key diocesan posts. Nilan's friends, Rev. Richard Burtsell, a
synodal examiner and a renowned canon laywer, and Rev. Patrick McSweeney,
a diocesan consultor, were both dropped from their diocesan posts, as was
Fr. Nilan from the diocesan School Board.22 The more liberal priests were
reassigned to upstate parishes but not too close to Poughkeepsie lest they fall
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under Fr. Nilan's influence.
Poughkeepsie's Nilan was the focus of a New York Times story of September 25,
1887.
The action of the Rev. James Nilan, Rector of St. Peter's Catholic Church in
Poughkeepsie, in publicly endorsing before a recent Prohibition convention in that
county, part of the land doctrine proposed by Henry George and seconded by
Dr. McGlynn, is not to be ignored by Archbishop Corrigan. Father Nilan, the
Church authorities say, will probably be warned, and if he persists in giving open
support to George and McGlynn, will probably be proceeded against canonically.
He is an "irremovable" Rector and this will cause the process in his case to be more
slowly and cautiously made. . . It is reported among Father Nilan's parishioners
that he has been delivering opinions favorable to the George theory for some time at
meetings and dinners and has privately reprimanded several of his parishioners for
upholding the Archbishop and not sympathizing with McGlynn.23
Nilan's angry reply published in the News-Telegraph stated:
I am reported as having privately reprimanded several of my parishioners for
upholding the archbishop and not sympathizing with McGlynn. This is wholly
untrue. My parishioners have never had the right to freedom of opinion disputed by
me. Much less has any one of them ever been reprimanded privately or publicly for
the exercise of that right. Some time ago, the New York Times had a similar false
statement concerning me. The editor refused to print my denial and would probably
do so now. I declare his statement of Sunday, slanderous and slander, the worst of
poisons, ever finds an easy entrance to ignoble minds.24
The Catholic Church both in the United States and Rome struggled with the
McGlynn matter until 1893 when a settlement was achieved which allowed
McGlynn's reconciliation to the active priesthood and his subsequent appointment as pastor of St. Mary's in Newburgh.
Poughkeepsie's pastor, Fr. Nilan, who seemed to relate so well to the leaders
of the Poughkeepsie community, continued to have problems with his religious
superiors in New York.
During the summer of 1891, Fr. Nilan responded to Corrigan's concern about
his parish financial report,
Our congregation is not at all rich. Of course the happy condition of our schools
frees them from oppressive burdens, but as this might be easily attained elsewhere,
we are exceptionally fortunate only in securing what is within our reach.25
One month later Nilan challenged the Archbishop on what nationally had
become known as the German question. German Catholics sought to preserve
their language and culture and maintain their religious identity by resisting
assimilation. Even within the Church itself, German Catholic leaders asserted a
need for greater representation of Germans in the American Church hierarchy.
Archbishop Corrigan, while not sympathetic to German cultural separatism, was
more open than Nilan and the liberals to their more conservative religious
positions 26
In Poughkeepsie, the "German question" expressed itself in two small but
representative incidents. In July of 1891, Fr. Nilan expressed dismay at Archbishop Corrigan's granting German Catholics permission to open what is
presently Calvary Cemetery, next to Vassar College. Nilan charged that such a
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move not only encouraged "Cahenslyism"27 but engendered complaints because
of the nearness to Vassar College. Nilan reminded the Archbishop that "there is
no wisdom in exciting hostility against our religion."28
A few days later Nilan decried Corrigan's allowing the German St. Michael's
Society of Poughkeepsie to sell beer at one of its outings. The decision led to a
request for similar permission for another church group. The Poughkeepsie
pastor stated that such activity violated Decree 290 of the Council of Baltimore
and Statute 38 of this diocese and ". . hurts our efforts to contradict the habit of
drinking. "29
Fr. Nilan's stature was reflected in his success in persuading a papal envoy,
Archbishop Satolli, to visit Poughkeepsie to dedicate the Stations of the Cross at
St. Peter's. When what the Daily Eagle described as "A Remarkable Gathering"
and the News-Telegraph called "The Most Interesting Event to Catholics in the
History of Poughkeepsie" took place on Passion Sunday, March 11, 1894, both
Catholic and Protestant clergy of the city were present. The visit of the papal
representative Archbishop Satolli and of Archbishop Corrigan was described as
"Probably the most conspicuous gathering, at least from a Church standpoint,
ever held in Poughkeepsie."3°
The visit was significant on many levels. On the simplest level, the Daily Eagle
noted that not only were the clergy of the Catholic churches of Poughkeepsie and
vicinity invited but the ministers of the different Protestant denominations and
many prominent citizens also attended a dinner which some thought might be
. . an austere Lenten repast." It proved to be a display of ". . . a variety and
profusion of viands suitable to a feast at the most joyful season of the year."31
The church ceremony included the dedication of paintings of the Stations of
the Cross.
The magnificent paintings, masterpieces of ecclesiastical art, are from the brush of
the foremost religious painter of the century, Aristides Dies of Rome; they are
copies of those in the Vatican chapel, by Overbeck, which were specially ordered by
Pope Pius IX.32
The fact that the delegate accepted Fr. Nilan's invitation reinforced Satolli's
early identification with liberal clergy like the absent Bishop Ireland, a friend of
Fr. Nilan and others who were present, Patrick McSweeney of New York,
Sylvester Malone of Brooklyn and Louis Lambert of Scottville. Corrigan asserted
that he had heard that Nilan had confessed to having a strong desire to invite
Fr. McGlynn but had refrained from doing so.33
At the dinner, Archbishop Satolli's remarks, read by his secretary Father Papi,
praised the United States and its commitment to justice and underscored the harmony that should and does exist between the forces of religion and the forces of
civil society.34 Several of the local speakers called attention to the cooperative
School Plan which gave evidence of the ability of religious leaders and civil
leaders to cooperate for the benefit of all.
The conservative Archbishop Corrigan's view of the occasion and especially of
Satolli's reaction to it was different. He believed he, Corrigan, had been invited
only because the Delegate insisted upon this as a condition of his coming. Archbishop Corrigan also recounted to Bishop McQuaid that Archbishop Satolli was
annoyed by the liberal talk of Nilan and his friends and that Satolli regarded
elements of the liturgy as chaotic and the whole celebration, a "fiasco."35
Compounding a decade of conflict, Corrigan and McQuaid were upset by the
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liberals' opposition to McQuaid's appointment to the State Board of Regents and
their active support of Fr. Sylvester Malone who won the appointment. Corrigan
blamed, in part, a Nilan clique which included ". . . a Republican politician
named Platt of Poughkeepsie" and Hamilton Fish, in whose district Nilan
resided.36 So it was understandable that the Satolli visit was not positively
regarded by Archbishop Corrigan at first and that he was heartened by what he
regarded as an expose of Nilan and his liberal friends.37
It seems clear that Fr. Nilan signaled the acceptability of Catholic interaction
with the wider community and actually encouraged it. His view was consistent
with that which the Papal Delegate Archbishop Satolli had expressed to a
Catholic Congress in Chicago in September of 1893 — "Go forward, in one hand
bearing the book of Christian truth and in the other the Constitution of the
U.S. . . ., Christian truth and American liberty will make you free, happy and
prosperous."38
During the last three decades of the nineteenth century, the Irish and German
Catholics of Poughkeepsie grew not only in numbers but also in prosperity and
social status." A key sign of that growth was the establishment of St. Mary's
parish in 1873. In addition the increasing numbers of Polish and Italian immigrants led by the turn of the century to demands by the newcomers for their own
priests and churches.
The German Catholics of Nativity gave signs of the vitality of their congregation: a new rectory was completed in 1879; the church was refurbished; the
school was enlarged twice during the last three decades of the century; a cemetery was purchased in 1891; a new steeple with expensive new bells was added
and a new organ purchased. These items alone totalled well over $20,000 in
costs." Nativity's St. Michael's Society was founded in 1849 and cited in 1924 as,
. . . establishing the pioneer spirit which built the parish and the parish
school . . . 'Neglect of members in not sending their children to school or renting a
seat in Church were made sufficient reasons for expulsion from the society'.41
However, by the turn of the century, reflecting a motto that had become associated with German Catholics, "Language Saves Faith," a concerned pastor,
Father Bruder warned his congregation,
In English count and calculate your dollars — but in German talk with your
children, your father confessor — and your God. . . A sad experience has taught
that who abandons the Muttersprache, frequently abandons his religion. 42
A further sign of the growth of Catholicism in Poughkeepsie was the founding
of St. Mary's Church, apparently the work of a more prosperous group of Irish
Catholics. The perception was that St. Mary's became the church of the more
well-to-do Irish and signaled their move east across Market Street and eventually
out to Arlington and the Red Oaks Mill area.43 It also seems to have had the
greatest financial difficulties. Platt noted that the move of the church from
Cannon Street to its present location on the corner of Hamilton and Church
Street " . . . cost a great deal more money than was expected and [the congregation] has struggled under a very heavy debt, now reduced to about $50,000."44
The processes of growth and maturation had their own sets of unique problems for the older Catholic groups in Poughkeepsie. As they became more established, their churches and practices became more stable and in some ways less
flexible. The American Church itself was beginning to take a more settled form
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and the Vatican began to move to define more clearly its expectations of Catholics
in America. The settlement in Poughkeepsie of new immigrants from southern
and eastern Europe brought a new set of issues as these migrations now taxed
the resources and ingenuity of the church leaders.
St. Mary's Church and its pastors seem to have had little to do with the newcomers who settled to the west of Washington Street. It was Fr. Bruder of Nativity
and Fr. Nilan and his successors at St. Peter's who were most conspicuously
involved in dealing with the Italian and Polish immigrants. Recognizing this
development, Platt wrote,
The principal change in the religious situation since 1873 has been the increase in
the number and strength of the Roman Catholics brought about largely by the settlement of immigrants from Italy and Poland. Many of the older Catholic families
have grown in prosperity and have moved from the First to the Fifth, Sixth and
Seventh Wards.45
The beginnings of a real Italian presence in Poughkeepsie dates from 1888
when representatives of four families from Cosenza in southern Italy settled at
109 Mill Street.46 George Amato, son of one of the original four, confirmed that it
was the work on the construction of the Central New England Railroad that
brought them to Poughkeepsie. Among the early settlers he counted people
named Finn, Card and Palen who were given those names by employers who
couldn't spell or pronounce the Italian names. The newcomers appreciated the
fact that Fr. Nilan could speak Italian, but were unhappy that they had to wait
until 1904 for an Italian priest. About ten families organized the precursor of
Mt. Carmel parish. As was typical in those days, the Italian church began in the
basement of the Irish church. They were served by Fr. Iacobucci who in May,
1904, began coming over on Sundays from Mother Cabrini's school and
orphanage at West Park.47
This pattern of serving the immigrants was typical and was noted by an old
Catholic historian of the New York Church, who cited the approach of Rev. John
Kearny, a New York City pastor, who in order to
. . . encourage Italians to take a greater interest in the Church, gave them use of the
Church for Mass, got an Italian priest, admitted Italian children to the Church
school, and after some years, when custom had paved the way, he abolished the distinction of races, and made Italians and natives join in the same services."
Reaction to the Italians must have included concern about them as a threat to
jobs. Responding to this fear, the Poughkeepsie News-Telegraph editorialized in
1887, "None but Italians could or would do the sort of work given to them. The
best of them do not get more than $1.50 a day."49
The early Italians were followed by a larger wave of immigrants especially during the period 1900-1914. Eventually, Mt. Carmel Church was incorporated in
1908. The Church, located on Cataract Place, was dedicated on October 12, 1910.
While the people themselves deserve much of the credit for the establishment of
this Italian national parish, they were assisted by the Irish pastors of St. Peter's
and by John Mylod, an outstanding Catholic layman, who handled without
charge the legal affairs connected with the establishment of the Church.5°
In 1889, Fr. Nilan had worried about how the people would be served. Replying to Msgr. McDonnell of the Archbishop's staff, he welcomed the possibility of
receiving an Italian priest.
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Fr. Pavone, first pastor of Mt. Cannel
Church

Fr. Fabian, founding pastor of St. Joseph's
Church

Photograph courtesy of Mt. Carmel Golden
Anniversary booklet

Photograph courtesy of St. Joseph's 75th Anniversary
Jubilee booklet, 1977

Fr. Bruder, pastor of Nativity Church in
the late 19th century

Fr. Nilan, prominent pastor of St. Peter's
Church

Photograph courtesy of Nativity Church 50th
Anniversary Jubilee booklet, 1903

Photograph courtesy of St. Peter's Church Memorial
booklet, 1931
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One of the St. Peter's schools involved in the Poughkeepsie School Plan.
Photograph courtesy of St. Peter's Church 100th Anniversary booklet

Originally St. Peter's Church, it became Mt. Carmel Church in the mid-1960's.
St. Peter's parish was relocated in Hyde Park.
Photograph courtesy of Mt. Carmel Golden Anniversary Booklet
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There are many of these people here. They come to Mass with regularity and several
have come to confession and received holy communion. Some have also been attended
in sickness. . . They speak so many and such difficult dialects that I can hardly
understand them. I have been trying to get catechisms for them and also have
desired to get some school books to start a night school for them but I have not been
successful.51
Fr. Nilan's concern must have included not only the residents of Mill Street but
also workers temporarily in the area. He became advisor to an Italian Benevolent
Society and assisted not only in religious celebrations such as the feast of
"L'Assunta" [Our Lady of the Assumption, August 15] but also in the initial
efforts to organize a Church.
By 1907, Fr. Sheahan, the new pastor of St. Peter's, submitted a report to the
Archdiocese that included the following:
Population = almost 1,000; Italian baptisms = 59; marriages = 8; Celebration: July 16 — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel which attracts Italians from
Newburgh and other places; Receipts of collections made in Poughkeepsie
and neighboring cities and of July 16 picnic = $700 net; $1300 in the bank; I
give Fr. Pavone $360 a year and the Christmas and Easter collections (about
$100); No Italian priest could take a house and live alone at present. If
Fr. Pavone got a Church for himself he would say Mass there on Sunday
and live here.52
Fr. Sheahan included two comments that suggest some uncertainty on his support for a new Church for the Italians.
Father Pavone suits me, I do not know how much or how little the Italians like him.
The English speaking people like him. He teaches Italian to one of the professors at
Vassar College and to another at Riverview Academy, and to a Protestant lady in
St. Mary's parish. The mayor of Poughkeepsie knows him and likes him.53
But Sheahan also noted with the map sent to the Bishop — "St. Peter's Church is
conveniently located for the Italians and the Poles. I have marked in red the
streets in St. Peter's parish where the Italians and Poles live. There are no Italians
near St. Mary's Church."54
An empty lot on Clover Street —26 No. Clover — was originally considered for
the Italian church and almost purchased. Fr. Sheahan noted, "This will be the
smallest Italian parish having a Church, in the United States."55 By the end of
January, 1908, in a note appended to the report cited earlier, Fr. Sheahan alerted
the Archbishop that "the Italians have been looking at four different sites for a
Church. Two, were nearer to St. Mary's parish."56 By February 5, 1908,
Fr. Sheahan agreed to assist the purchase of a lot for the Italian church but noted:
"They cannot build or do anything for a month or more (in fact they will not be
able to build for 3 or 4 years — according to their own calculations) so there is no
hurry."57 On February 20, 1908, Mt. Carmel Church was incorporated.
In later years, Fr. Sheahan, whose letters suggest some ambivalence over this
new church, came to be regarded as a warm friend and supporter of the Italian
community in Poughkeepsie. Part of Fr. Sheahan's hesitancy may have been
prompted by the fact that Mt. Carmel represented the third national parish
within the territorial parish of St. Peter's. In 1902, Polish Catholics had established
their church on Lafayette Street.
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' While no clear-cut record exists to identify the first Polish settlers in
Poughkeepsie, evidence suggests that Polish Catholics were attending services at
both Nativity and St. Peter's in the 1890's. However, the Polish community was
divided between those who were German-speaking and those who were not.
The former group formed the St. Joseph Society at Nativity, while the latter
group, believed to be from Galicia, settled closer to St. Peter's and organized the
society of Our Lady of Czenstochowa.58
Difficulties between the two groups led Fr. Nilan to inform Archbishop
Corrigan that five members of the Nativity group had come to him to complain of
unjust treatment at Nativity and to request permission". . . to form a new society
for Poles alone to be under the direction of the church."59 Fr. Nilan, after speaking to Fr. Bruder of Nativity and to Fr. Fabian who came twice a month from
Roundout to minister to the Poles, learned that the two recommended that the
group return to the Nativity Society. However, the Poles refused citing their fear
and their incompatibility ". . . with the German element." They urged Fr. Nilan
to contact Fr. Majer, chaplain of the Central Union in St. Paul, Minnesota. Nilan
did so but went on to tell the Archbishop,
Meanwhile I have consented to allow the 24 members to meet in our basement temporarily until the final decision is reached. I think this is much better than refusing
them and thereby endangering their falling away entirely from the church . . .
Fr. Fabian is a very careful young priest and I am confident that he earnestly desires
to serve them faithfully. We will confer further towards a reconciliation, but in
order to gain that end, I think it well to keep them differential in good feeling
towards myself and the church. It is proper that you must have a clear understanding of the matter as you may receive several versions from the various persons interested in its progress.6°
During the following months, the two Polish groups remained separate. In
August of 1899, Fr. Nilan suggested that the Archbishop obtain a priest ordained
from Detroit to meet the needs of the Polish people in Poughkeepsie with the
understanding that they be responsible for supporting him. Nilan estimated that
there were about 65 Polish families in Poughkeepsie and suggested that, if supporting a priest was beyond their means, the priest might also serve Hudson
River State Hospital and get some support from there.61
The desire for a Church of their own united the Poles, but the reconciliation
between the two groups seems to have been a gradual process. They probably
shared the poignant sentiment of a Polish immigrant quoted by historian Jay
Dolan, "We are not entirely the same as we were in our own country because we
are missing something. What we miss is God whom we could understand,
whom we could adore in our own way. "62
In March of 1900, Fr. Bruder of Nativity informed Archbishop Corrigan that he
thinks " . there will be trouble ahead. Joseph Morschauser a convert of mine
and a lawyer told me today that the Poles are just ready to buy a six thousand
dollar property in Father Nilan's parish."63 This was done, Fr. Bruder states,
without consulting superiors and against his advice. Fr. Nilan protests ". . . erecting a new parish in his own. I would not say such a thing though it would almost
cripple our small parish."64 Fr. Bruder continued that some Poles in his own
parish and those of St. Peter's refused to join the project. He recommended that
the present arrrangement of Fr. Fabian's bi-monthly visits ". . . once to St. Peter's
and once to us. . ." be continued. Or Fr. Bruder would be willing to take an as116

sistant ". . . that speaks German and does not knock sports out of me. A Slovak
would not do."65 However, even as Bruder completed this letter, Morschauser
called to tell the priest that he had scolded the people involved and the project
had been dropped.
However, the project was not dropped. By December 20, 1900, Fr. Bruder
speaking for the Polish group requested permission for them to buy ". . . an old
Baptist Church very substantial and in a prominent part of the city, where there
are neither Germans nor Irish . . . On this point both factions could be united."66
Archbishop Corrigan approved the project and Fr. Bruder confirmed that the
church was purchased. ". . . The eight families belonging to St. Peter's church are
well pleased and Father Nilan will not make any objection, have seen him twice
on this matter."67
On January 29, 1901, the Church of St. Joseph was incorporated and on
November 14, 1902, a permanent residence was purchased for the first full-time
pastor, Rev. Charles Galuszka. The parish school was begun in September 1915
and eased the difficulties caused by the St. Peter's School requiring their PolishAmerican students to attend St. Peter's Sunday Mass. Archbishop Hayes tactfully advised Fr. Sheahan,
. . . It would be better to allow them to attend their own Church and have the Polish
pastor report such attendance to you. . . provision will soon be made for a Polish
school in the city.68
Education had been a major concern of Catholics in New York and throughout
the nation. In the 1840's, Catholics had struggled unsuccessfully to get the state
to provide financial support. In the decades that followed, Catholics objected to
Protestant and secular influences in the public schools but found the subsidizing
of their own parochial schools a difficult financial challenge.
There were some few Catholic thinkers, like the controversial Fr. Edward
McGlynn, who advocated on a number of occasions between 1870-1872,
. . . a constitutional amendment forbidding appropriation of school funds to any but
common schools and forbidding the reading of the Bible or any other distinctively
religious book; all praying, worshiping and singing of religious hymns in common
schools. 69
Such opposition to parochial schools was far outweighed by Catholic policies
and practices supporting the parochial schools and by those who went further to
emphasize the obligation of Catholics to provide and to attend Catholic schools.
The evidence in Poughkeepsie suggests that Catholics worked hard to provide
a parochial school for members of the particular parish. In fact only the small
Slavic-oriented parish of St. John the Baptist begun in 1921 never built its own
parish school.
In 1873, Fr. Patrick McSweeney proposed a plan whereby the Poughkeepsie
Board of Education would lease the two school buildings of St. Peter's parish for
$1.00 a year and convert the previously parochial schools to public schools.
While being run and supervised as public schools, the schools would be staffed
by the nuns and Catholic laypeople who had previously taught in them as parochial schools. This cooperative arrangement included provisos that no religious
instruction be given between 9 a.m. and 12 noon and between 1:30 p.m. and
4 p.m.; and that teachers would be nominated by the Pastor and formally appointed by the Board."
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The plan provoked some strenuous opposition from Catholics like Freeman's
Journal editor James McMaster who wrote that it ". . . was adverse to the Catholic
church. . . cannot in conscience be attended. . . was a bargain with the devil."71
and from an anonymous writer "Sacerdos" to Cardinal McCloskey of New York,
May 19, 1875, who called the plan
. . . dangerous to the faith. . . boxes up people's faith as the statue of the Blessed
Virgin is boxed up in Poughkeepsie. . . We should not deal with the Board of Education composed as it is mostly of enemies — Freemasons, besides being
Protestant. . . We supported schools in harder times than these.72
Responding to these criticisms, Rev. Edward McSweeney echoed the support
given his brother's plan by the New York Tablet when he wrote:
. . . to put the whole thing in a nutshell — Dr. P. F. McSweeney, like any other
Catholic priest, would prefer to have Catholic books. . . statues, etc. in the schoolhouse, although it would be no heresy for a Catholic to say that they would be more
effective on the children if confined to the church. . . but he does not see the widsom
of declining the fair and just offer of the Board to give his congregation a chance to
share in the benefits of an education for which they are taxed. . 73
A special issue of the Poughkeepsie Eagle, on the schools of Poughkeepsie, said
that the plan was criticized from the start by Catholics and Protestants.
Both of these criticisms have come mainly from people at a distance from Poughkeepsie. . . Here it has proved so satisfactory in all respects that it meets the approval of all parties. . . Rev. Dr. Nilan, the successor of Dr. McSweeney is enthusiastic over the result attained. For many reasons he is of the opinion that for the
Catholic children the "Poughkeepsie Plan" is better than the Catholic parochial
schools. 74
Platt, too, looking back at the arrangement, noted "The plan had been objected
to by Catholics and by Protestants, but it had worked out well during the long
and able pastorate of Rev. James Nilan.75
Members of the Board and Fr. Nilan worked to make the arrangement a success. In the winter of 1884, the Sisters of Charity, acting under directions from
their superior at Mt. St. Vincent refused to take an examination on knowledge of
hygiene, required of teachers by a new state law. Fr. Nilan was surprised by their
failure to take the scheduled exam and on Christmas Day, wrote to the Archbishop expressing his distress. He stated that the President of the Board of
Education, the Superintendent of Schools and Mr. Arnold, head of the Committee on the Sisters School — ". . . all good friends and solid supporters of the
Poughkeepsie Plan — agreed that the Sisters should be tested."76
The next day, Fr. Nilan, informed Archbishop Corrigan that the exam would
be rescheduled by the help of Mr. Arnold and that the nine lay teachers had
already passed the test. The five "recalcitrant Sisters" are under direct orders
from Mt. St. Vincent ". . . which has opposed the plan for the past 9 years." After
citing the religious duty to obey a just law, Fr. Nilan framed the issue as ". . the
whim of some Sister at Mt. St. Vincent's vs. $18,000 paid to our schools and 600
children receiving an education." For these reasons and to avoid the bad publicity (that "we are obstinate and intractable."), Fr. Nilan urged Archbishop
Corrigan to get Cardinal McCloskey to order the Sisters to comply.77 On
December 29, 1884, Fr. Nilan informed Corrigan that the Sisters had passed the
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examination and that the ". . . Cardinal's judicious action was much
appreciated. "78
The role of the Sisters in the schools seems to have been a difficult one. On the
one hand, those who taught in the schools ". . . have no difficulty or objection,"
but their Superiors, supported by Vicar-General Quinn of the Cardinal's staff,
caused constant problems, according to Fr. Nilan, The superiors, he wrote to
Archbishop John Ireland,
. . . withdraw the teachers without notice to me or the Board. Naturally the Board
is slighted. . . Last year a Sister was withdrawn from the principalship of the Girl's
School without notice or warning. . . Besides the Sisters object to teach under a lay
Principal. . . So much for humility. . . 79
The shifting of the nuns threatened to result in having only lay teachers in the
girls' school.
There's a difficulty. Jam glad to find that the majority of the Congregation will not
care for this. Outside there will be howling and denunciation; the cry against secularizing the schools. . . I do not fear to meet the charge. The lay teachers have not a
uniform in dress but they are trustworthy . . . Perhaps it is providential. There is
need of preparing Catholic young women for this work irrespective of Communities
governed by notions that unfit them for present needs of Education. The Board
assured me that they will never appoint Protestant teachers to our schools. Even if
it went so far as that they would, I am resolved to keep with them as long as I have
full freedom to teach religion at opportune times in the buildings and we have the
full use of them outside of school hours, as now.89
The letter leaves no doubt about Nilan's commitment to the plan and his flexibility in working with the Board to continue the arrangement. The correspondence with Archbishop Ireland, often regarded as one of the leaders of the more
liberal prelates in the American Church, is further evidence of a continuing
friendship between the Minnesota bishop and Fr. Nilan.81
As the issue of "the schools" continued to challenge civil and religious leaders,
the Poughkeepsie arrangement attracted continuing attention. In May of 1886,
Fr. Nilan informed Archbishop Corrigan,
Dr. Eliot of Harvard University has made inquiry of me through Prof. Drennan of
Vassar College, concerning the working of the schools. The question is exciting
some healthy interest throughout the country and some good will surely come of
the calm and reasonable discussion.82
Archbishop Corrigan seems to have tolerated the arrangement, even when
Archbishop Ireland, a chief adversary of both him and Bishop McQuaid, launched
a more vigorous advocacy of this arrangement both for two areas in his own
diocese [Faribault and Stillwater] and also for the nation as a whole. Ireland's
speech to the National Education Association in July, 1890, recommended the
Poughkeepsie Plan as the way in which all people could obtain the "benefits of
what all were paying for."83
However, Ireland had done his homework on the plan by correspondence with
Fr. Nilan in June of that year. Responding to the Archbishop on June 23,
Fr. Nilan explained the plan and noted:
There is no Catholic on the Board. There is simply an understanding to employ
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Catholic teachers. It is hardly in conformity with law to make or expect a contract
to this end. The Board is kept out of politics. It is half Democratic half Republican.
The whole city is one school district so that Catholic children may come from every
part. This was done especially to give the desired opportunity to all. I believe that if
the continuance of this arrangement were called in question and was left to the votes
of the Protestant citizens, they would perpetuate it. No need to say what the
Catholics would do, if the matter were called into doubt.84
Nilan remarked that in the exercises closing the school year, members of the
Board told ". . the rising generations how harmoniously the Church and State
can agree and show them to aim at like result in their lives for the good of
both."85 Charles Arnold, in a note enclosed by Nilan to Ireland, cited not only
the plan's benefit for the children ". . . but [its] exerting conciliatory influence
also upon all our citizens, who forgetting old prejudices, work together to extend
the blessings of a higher education. . . "86
With a letter of June 27, Nilan told Ireland that he was concluding his explanation of the plan and his gathering of testimonials by civil leaders. He assured
Archbishop Ireland, " . the writers know fully what their opinions are asked
for, and they will maintain the justness of their views, if need be publicly." The
enclosed note from a Mr. Howell predicted, ". . . If universally adopted it might
be equally successful in removing conflicting prejudices and harmonizing all
honorable principles."87
With Ireland's identification with the plan and with the prospect of its imitation elsewhere, conservative opposition mounted. Given Archbishop Corrigan's
sympathy with the views of the conservatives, he was asked to explain how it
was that such an arrangement as the Poughkeepsie Plan was permitted in his
diocese. Corrigan replied that it was adopted eighteen years previously in a
single parish when Cardinal McCloskey was absent in Europe. It was regarded as
an experiment and was later regretted by the Cardinal. Corrigan alleged that
". . in that part of Poughkeepsie there was not a single Protestant child of school
age. . "88 This hedging by Corrigan must be seen in the context that there is no
evidence that during his tenure he did anything to terminate the arrangement.
There is also evidence that St. Mary's Church might have used the same model
had the Board of Education not considered its school building too dangerous for
children 89
The eventual termination of the plan came as a result of an initiative taken by
Mr. Edward Keyser, a Protestant nativist who asserted that the Plan violated the
State Constitution. Keyser was Secretary of the local lodge of the American Protective Association and vice-president of the Junior Order of American
Mechanics, both organizations known to be hostile to Catholics and immigrants.
Throughout 1897 controversy increased and resulted first in the elimination of
religious exercises at noon and then in December of the morning exercises.
Keyser's appeal to the State Superintendent of Instruction asked for an end to
the Poughkeepsie Plan because schools #11 and #12 were in fact religious
schools.
That the Board of Education be instructed to provide a suitable building or rooms
for school purposes, as the public school buildings, now owned by the City of
Poughkeepsie are inadequate and to employ duly qualified teachers to teach in the
schools irrespective of any religious denomination, order or sect to which they
belong and that the teachers be prohibited from teaching any denominational doc120

trines or tenets in the schools during the day said schools are in session or wearing
in said school buildings while in service of said board of education, a dress or garb
peculiar to any religious order.
The Eagle's editors after noting that ". . . the arrangement had its weak points
and that its satisfactory working depended entirely upon the good faith and tact
of the parties that administer it. . ." went on to assert, "We are not without hope
that the whole trouble may yet be averted. Perhaps the Board of Education can
do it by paying a decent rent for the buildings. Perhaps the troublesome dress
itself may be laid aside. Why not do either or both of these things?"91
An attempt by the Board to forbid the wearing of religious garb had failed on a
tie vote the previous month.92 Renting at a fair price seems to have been in existence with the St. Mary's School building and with the Baptist Church's Hoffman
Street School building.93
Fr. Nilan, meanwhile, had visited State Superintendent Skinner in Albany and
returned to assure Archbishop Corrigan that,
. . . I believe he will not occasion any trouble regarding the garb of the sisters in our
school. lam very well satisfied that even if a formal legal appeal be made to him that
he would decide on the merits of the conditions here, irrespective of what existed in
West Troy.94
One year later, the Poughkeepsie School Plan was over. The Poughkeepsie NewsTelegraph's headline read: "An Emergency Quite Serious Confronts the Board of
Education at the Start of 1899: The Silly Work of Bigots." The State Superintendent had announced that the leasing of school buildings was illegal except in
emergencies and that the wearing of religious garb by teachers was also illega1.95
An upset Commissioner Wood declared,
There is an emergency now and neither the State Superintendent nor anybody else
can expect us to close two schools in the middle of winter. I called upon Fr. Nilan
and while he expressed a desire to aid the board in every way, he was not prepared
to speak as to the building known as #11.96
The case, #4722, State of N.Y. Department of Public Instruction; Edward
Keyser v. City of Poughkeepsie Board of Education had been decided on
December 23, 1898. Less than a month later, the education system in Poughkeepsie was radically different. The sisters had been dismissed; School #11 on
North Clover Street became St. Peter's parochial school with the Sisters of Charity
as teachers; all lay teachers but two of School #11 were reassigned to School #12,
which continued as a public school at a new rental fee of $1,000 per year. The
moves involved approximately one-third of the school population of the city according to the report in the News-Telegraph.97
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ATTENDANTS AT CHURCHES

Denomination
Roman Catholic
Methodist
Episcopalian
Reformed
Lutheran
Baptist
Presbyterian
Congregationalist
Zion
Jewish
Ortho. Friends
German Methodist
Eben'r Baptist
Hicksite
*Christian
Universalist
Church of 1st Born
*Unitarian
*Church of God
*Chinese
*Reformed Pres.
*United Pres.
*Spiritualist
*Free Methodist
*Brethren
*New Jerusalem
*Dunkards
*Agnostic
*Free Thinker
*Undecided
Totals

Reg.

Irreg.

NonAtt.

Total

5,236
1,836
1,923
861
592
552
487
267
196
138
115
78
56
31
9
1
10
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1

734
1,861
1,266
502
376
426
358
149
169
120
54
39
47
39
9
9
1
2
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
5

1,286
830
1,041
237
347
193
147
61
73
102
18
20
21
14
12
18
2
1
2
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
32

7,256
4,527
4,230
1,600
1,315
1,171
992
477
438
360
187
137
124
84
30
28
13
4
4
3
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
38

12,391

6,168

4,469

23,028

*Attend other churches or are non-attendants.
Church attendance at about the time of the Keyser vs. City of Poughkeepsie
Board of Education case. Courtesy, St. Peter's Church Bulletin, May-June 1897.
The decision by Supt. Skinner raised a number of issues. The issue of how to
accommodate 600 children in the middle of winter prompted both Fr. Nilan and
the Board of Education to move quickly. However, the issue of accommodating
the children promised to worsen.
"According to Supt. Skinner there is not a school building in Poughkeepsie fit
for use. They are all without ventilation, inadequate and unsanitary to a marked
degree . . . "98 The News-Telegraph blamed ". . . a few little bigots and their whims"
for forcing the issue of the need for proper school buildings.99 The Annual Report
of the Board of Education for 1900 confirmed that the situation was bad. Only
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The Changing Neighborhoods
of Poughkeepsie
1850-1900
Clyde Griffen

A

year after the sprawling village of Poughkeepsie incorporated as a city,
the New York State census of 1855 found 12,763 inhabitants and also the highest
proportion of foreigners in the city's history. During the rest of the nineteenth
century growth in population would fill in streets laid out before incorporation
and a few new ones, mostly opened during the real estate boom just before the
Panic of 1873. Edmund Platt provides some wonderful detail on that filling in his
1905 history and on the location and turnover of industries and individual firms.
In 1987, with the reissue of his chronicle, it seems appropriate to draw upon that
invaluable but scattered detail in beginning to tell the story of Poughkeepsie's
changing neighborhoods in a more systematic way.
Platt was not looking, as the modern urban historian is, for patterns in the
spatial distribution of an urban population and its ethnic, class, and occupational
groups.1 This essay will try to reveal those patterns between 1850 and 1880
through census and city directory data on individual households, searching
especially for the major changes and continuities over a half century.2
I will argue that the Poughkeepsie of 1900 continued to be broadly similar in
pattern to the village of 1850, not least because the initial use of land in any area
influences subsequent use despite turnover in firms or families. But within that
general continuity in pattern, the character of some individual neighborhoods
changed. So did the frequency with which Poughkeepsians lived on streets with
a mixture of commerce, residence, and manufacturing or a mix in social status
among the residents themselves.
The village of the 1850s sprawled but it could easily be traversed by the young
and energetic. Edmund P. Platt, uncle and namesake of Edmund the historian,
began keeping a diary in 1856 when he was 13 years old and living near the
southeastern edge of the built-up area of the new city. There were only a few
houses on South Hamilton between Church and Montgomery when Isaac Platt,
publisher of the Eagle, built a brick home there in 1850. Yet the Platts lived only a
few blocks away from the Eagle offices in the center of the business district on
Main Street, between Liberty and Academy.
By the time he was 15 young Edmund was walking west as far as the Hudson.
He recorded going after dinner to the river and then to the furnace on South
Water Street "where we saw them cast iron; we then went through the chair factory." At the opposite edge of town he visited the county Alms House and in
Clyde Griffen is Professor of History on the Lucy Maynard Salmon Chair at Vassar
College. He is the co-author with Sally Griffen of essays and a book on mid-nineteenthcentury Poughkeepsie and of a report on sources for the social history of New Zealand's
largest city, Auckland.
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whose untimely death curtailed his brief career in Congress. They came to be
generous civic leaders like John Mylod, attorney and historian, who gave the lie
to the view that good Catholics could not also be good Americans. They included
Dr. James E. McCambridge and his brother C.J. McCambridge who on a fishing
trip in 1912 with Msgr. Tom Carroll, secretary to Cardinal Farley, began the
movement which led to the Cardinal's support for the building of St. Francis
Hospita1.105
A maturing laity was joined by civic minded priests like Father Joseph
Sheahan, credited with leading the movement to build the Mid-Hudson Bridge.
Catholics worked with people of other religions to develop a released time plan
for religious education.
Yet old problems remained such as prejudice among Catholics and against
Catholics. Even as late as 1925, John Mack denounced the Ku Klux Klan which he
charged with attempting to manipulate an Arlington School Board election.106
Cross burnings not far from Holy Trinity are cited by Henry McCracken as distressing his friend Father Conaty. The founding pastor of St. John the Baptist
related the sorrow he felt when one of his fellow priests crossed the street to
avoid him because Fr. Novajovsky's new Slavic parish represented a drain on
the congregation of the other priest's church.107 The burden of supporting the
schools continued to be a heavy one. While elementary schools were built and
stayed open, the St. Peter's High School, opened with the Marist Brothers in
1926, succumbed to the depression in 1936.108
The beginning of the 20th Century marked the beginning of a new phase for
Catholics in Poughkeepsie and in the United States. The death in the period
1900-1910 of many of the protagonists in the liberal-conservative struggle of the
late nineteenth century and the assertion of greater centralized authority by the
Catholic hierarchy on questions of doctrine and practice tempered much of the
past turbulence. The numbers of Catholics kept growing and assimilation
became a reality in the life of the Church and the community. Increasingly
Catholic laypeople moved into the life of the wider community slowly outpacing
the institutional Church and its leaders in such interactions.
While the laity seemed to move out, the Church bureaucracy seemed to move
more into itself. As parochial schools became stronger and more pervasive, they
seemed to produce well-trained but possibly more insular graduates. As the
institutions and agencies of the Church grew stronger and more numerous, they
seemed to grow more self-sufficient and more narrow, perhaps too self-satisfied.
This tendency was finally challenged and broken up by the Second Vatican
Council which mirrored many of the concerns of the earlier nineteenth century
period and which let loose a series of developments that had been important
undercurrents in American Catholicism throughout the twentieth century —
concern for liturgical and social reform; for intellectual and literacy distinction;
for wider notions of freedom and responsibility; for ecumenism. Diversity,
experimentation and openness often are seen as post Vatican II developments in
American Catholicism. However, there is ample evidence of these qualities in the
very roots of the American Church and certainly in the history of Catholicism in
Poughkeepsie.
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through the expenditure of emergency funds were some of the unsanitary conditions cited by the Board of Health remedied. In the years ahead, Poughkeepsie
faced the challenge of raising money for adequate schoolhouses .1°°
Another issue which was apparent in the dispute was the hostility towards
Roman Catholicism by those who fought to end the Poughkeepsie Plan.
Mr. Keyser in explaining his actions began by stating:
One of the great dangers that threatens and menaces our country today, and creates
dissension among our neighbors and citizens is the aggressive attitude of the Roman
Catholic Church toward our public school system and educational institutions, and
a determination to weaken, overthrow and entirely revolutionize our present form of
government both state and municipal. 101
Mr. Keyser went on to denounce the tax-exempt status of Church property, the
inability and inadequacy of monks and nuns as teachers, (". . we do not want
nor will we have the abject slaves of a foreign power, deadly hostile to this
Republic, training our future citizens"), the superstitious teachings of the
Church and the petty politics and expediency which prevent the asserting of true
principles, and true Americanism.102
Ironically, as this significant chapter of American Catholic- history came to a
close in Poughkeepsie because of the fear of the influence of Rome, a chapter was
also coming to a close in the history of Catholicism in America because of Rome's
concern about the negative influence of some American ideas and practices on
Catholicism in America. In early 1899, the papal letter Testam Benevolentiae listed a
series of concerns about "Americanism", that is, practices and beliefs of liberal
Catholics in America which were not to be encouraged or continued. Both
liberals and conservatives outwardly welcomed the letter; conservatives because
they believed it represented a rebuke to the liberals; liberals because they felt
they had never held the condemned views and believed that the letter recognized that .1°3
The death in 1902 of Father James Nilan signaled the end of another significant
phase in the history of the Catholic community in Poughkeepsie. Although those
who came to pay him honor were more numerous and more prestigious than
those attending the funeral of his fellow priest, Fr. Riordan, thirty-two years
before, both men followed a similiar course in life and in death. They had earned
for themselves and for their Church, respect and acceptance; they prepared their
people to live at ease with both their Catholicism and their Americanism.
The next decades of the twentieth century saw Poughkeepsie welcome new
immigrants who expanded the congregations of St. Joseph's and Mt. Carmel and
created the Church of St. John the Baptist on Grand Street in 1921. More established families began moving away from the riverfront areas. They joined the
congregations of St. Mary's and later helped found, in 1921, Holy Trinity in
Arlington.
Catholic laymen and laywomen organized themselves in wider Church-related
organizations like the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic Daughters of
America even as many maintained the vitality of their parish organizations — the
St. Michael's Society; the Aquinas Club; the St. Rita's Society; the Kosciuszko
Society. They took special pains to join in patriotic celebrations and proudly
listed their service to the armed forces .1"
Gradually, Catholics became more prominent in political life: Morschauser and
Mack, the judges; Monsolillo, Waryas, Burns, the aldermen; Richard Connell
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way. And the likelihood of future decline in the social status of Cannon Street
was suggested by the greater frequency of lower-status occupations in the stretch
eastward from Hamilton to Cherry which had been built up largely since 1850.
Skilled and clerical workers and small businessmen, like a hide dealer, a
plumber, and a sample store owner, predominated beyond Clinton Street.
By 1900 it had become clear that the most prestigious neighborhoods in the
future would be well to the south of Cannon Street. George Corlies had envisioned such a future when he built the first house on what became Garfield Place
in 1852. During the next decade Academy Street became the site for several
estates. By 1866 they included manufacturer J. P. Adriance and Judge Barnard.
The relocation of Christ Church confirmed the developing shift as did the establishment of the Poughkeepsie Tennis Club, first at the corner of Dwight and by
1893 at its present location.
The largest houses on Academy outshone anything on Mill Street; they had
more extensive grounds and required more servants. Lawyer Silas Wodell
reported four servants in the 1900 census and William Adriance named two plus
a cook and coachman. James Hinkley, newspaper publisher and street railway
entrepreneur, listed five servants and a coachman for his large family of nine
children.
But the fashionable southside in 1900 was still largely confined to the area
between Market and North Hamilton south of Montgomery. Dwight Street had
only five houses in the directory that year, and streets to the east south of Hooker
do not yet appear. The suburban tendency had not yet received the huge
stimulus of the automobile, so the rich still tended to favor more central locations. Their abandonment of the area around the central business district to commercial development and to less affluent residents would come later. When it did
come it would reverse dramatically the general pattern of 1850 for social status to
be highest at the center, lowest toward the outskirts. The older pattern still
generally prevailed in Poughkeepsie in 1900.
The other new developments in Poughkeepsie between 1880 and 1900 largely
followed scripts previously enacted. Although the city grew slowly after 1870,
the outskirts continued to expand as new streets, often laid out earlier, were
developed. Generally, the mix of occupations near. the outskirts continued to be
lower in social status than areas closer to the center, depending as before upon
topography and prior land use. On the northern end of the city, for example, the
completion of the Railroad bridge in 1889 brought tracks and a depot to the
vicinity of Parker, Orchard Place, and Taylor streets encouraging some small
workshops to locate along the tracks.
In 1900 one-fifth each of the heads of household were carpenters and glass
workers, the latter commuting to the glass factory at the riverfront nearby.
Clerks, machinists, engineers, and railroad personnel accounted for another onethird. The remainder included a sprinkling of professionals — a dentist, musician, and attorney — and a florist and livery stable owner. This largely working
and lower-middle-class neighborhood was four-fifths native-born with the
remainder from England, Ireland, Germany, and Sweden; many of the natives
had foreign parents. Similar ethnic mixture and range in social status could be
found on nearby Garden Street, north of Marshall, and on the eastern outskirts
of the city in newer streets like DuBois, White, Worrall, and Gregory.
A second kind of change apparent in some neighborhoods in 1900 also had
been enacted previously. Over time immigrant newcomers expanded out of their
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there is evidence of avoidance on racial grounds, most extreme among poorer
immigrant white newcomers. For example, the proportion of those of Irish stock
in area shifts in inverse relation to black expansion or contraction. The Irish comprised a majority of inhabitants on East Mansion in 1850, but dropped to less
than one-sixth by 1860, while the handful of blacks on that street in 1850 rose to
one-fifth by 1860 and one-third by 1870. Similar reversals in levels of concentration, if less dramatic, occurred in the vicinity of Zion Church in the 1850s and in
the Jay Street area in the 1860s. In the latter area the German proportion also
declined along with the Irish.
At the other social extreme in Poughkeepsie, among the city's most prominent
native white families an important shift toward suburbanization was beginning
after 1850. But its full implications would not emerge until the turn of the century. In 1880 the most fashionable street in the city remained at the center of the
city. The pre-eminence of Mill Street between Vassar and Hamilton received
recognition as late as 1879 in the building with Vassar money of the handsome
new First Baptist Church, nearly opposite the Congregational Church. The shift
of fashion toward the southside would not receive comparable symbolic recognition until the relocation in 1888 of Christ Church from Church and Market, where
the Armory now stands, to its present edifice at Academy and Barclay.
Mill Street in the 1880s and even beyond remained, in Edith Wilkinson's 1953
recollection, "a homogenous place, just like a village" where every woman was
expected each spring and fall without fail to call upon, with gloves and cards,
every other woman on the street. Maples arched over the cobblestone pavement
and tall grape trellises separated the big gardens which stretched about 150 feet
back of each house.12
William T. Reynolds' family still lived on Mill Street in the great brick mansion
west of Washington. Between the Reynolds and Garden Street were the homes
of Aaron Innis, the widow of lawyer Cyrus Swan, two dry goods merchants,
John Pelton, the carpet manufacturer, Charles Warring, principal of the military
academy, and the pastor of the Baptist church. All had one or two servants,
mostly of immigrant birth or — more common by 1900 — of immigrant parentage. But there were signs of change among the heads of household. A child of
German newcomers to Poughkeepsie, Judge Morschauser, now lived amidst the
native elite, as did the families of Dr. Edward Burns and of Mary Mellady, both
of Irish parentage.
The signs of change were even more visible on Cannon Street, which preceded
Mill Street as a leading residential street but had lost that pre-eminence by midcentury. While Mill Street always had had a few residents of lower status, like a
carpenter and a laborer, Cannon Street even by 1855 had more skilled workmen
and dressmakers and tailoresses interspersed between its merchants, lawyers,
and manufacturers. But in 1855 it still housed the city's leading dry goods merchant, George M. Van Kleeck, as well as a bank president, an iron manufacturer,
and the principal of the Female Academy. By 1900 Cannon still could count a
leading shoe manufacturer who became Poughkeepsie's mayor in 1901, George
Hine, together with the superintendent of the Poughkeepsie and Eastern Railroad, and some well-known grocers and merchants.
But there were more signs of change on Cannon Street than on Mill. Besides
rich clothier Mark Shwartz those of German stock included lawyer Charles
Morschauser, two merchant tailors, a druggist, a salesman, a piano tuner, and an
ironer, signifying that the movement of Germans east of Market was well under141

Market, like Cannon.
Whether the spatial expansion of families of German stock in their areas of
primary settlement displaced families of other ethnic and racial groups, especially
the previously dominant whites of native parentage, is not easy to answer. By
1900 nearly half of the heads of household on Perry Street had German names,
whereas in 1845 none did. Partly this represents the creation of new houses on
the street after 1845, but at least in the decade, 1850-1860, there is evidence to
suggest that some natives may have moved out because of the influx of
newcomers.
Generally, the evidence suggests that when immigrants began entering an
already settled area in large numbers the relative decline of native whites reflects
primarily a lessening in newcomers from that group rather than any significant
flight from the area by natives white already resident there. By the time immigrants had prospered sufficiently to buy a home in a better native white neighborhood, they tended to disperse more and there is no evidence of resistance by
natives to their entry.
For black Americans, unlike the children of the immigrants, moving out into
more prosperous native white neighborhoods would not be an option by the
turn of the century. Comprising less than 4% of Poughkeepsie's total population
by 1870, despite some increase through migration from the South after 1850,
blacks could be found living in clusters in different parts of the city. In 1850
blacks had been no more concentrated than Irish or Germans, but by 1860 the
two largest pockets of settlement accounted for two-fifths of the black male labor
force. By 1880 four widely-separated pockets would be the residence of nearly
two-thirds of black male workers, an extraordinary level of segregation for so
small a group, and some of the remaining third were servants residing in houses
or hotels owned by whites.
The four pockets were largely single streets or parts of them, notably upper
Catherine near Zion Church, East Mansion near the Alms House, Jay Street, and
Mechanic Street, an alley between Main and Cannon Streets. Only in the alley
did they have a street largely to themselves. Blacks on both Jay and East Mansion
shared their street and their hardship with poor white newcomers. But for the
blacks the hardship so often continued, as their high rates of destitution in the
1870s show.
On Jay Street the proximity with whites might seem more favorable since some
German families continued to live on Jay for some time after they had begun to
prosper. And in the fourth pocket, near Zion Church, black homeowners also
lived close to whites with skills or small businesses. A few blocks away on North
Clinton, Abraham Bolin, the gardener whose son would become the first black
graduate of Williams College, was surrounded by white families. And selfemployed blacks sometimes lived at their businesses in white neighborhoods,
like Joseph Rhodes, the Union Street dyer whose daughters challenged school
segregation in Poughkeepsie. It seems most likely that this proximity reminded
blacks of how circumscribed their own opportunities were. By 1900 there were
no signs of change. The city directories had become more discrete, using a "c."
rather than the word "colored" to single out blacks from other residents, but the
intention to segregate remained evident.
Whether the growth of black clusters induced flight by resident whites or
whether outmigration by the whites to more expensive housing simply vacated
housing which blacks could afford is a question which cannot be settled. But
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The German presence on Gates was a natural extension southward on the river
slope from the earliest clustering of Germans on Jay Street, evident in the 1845
directory. By 1850 nearly one-fifth of the 244 German male workers in the city
lived on or near Jay. A second concentration had developed on lower Main Street
between Clover and Bridge, an area of businesses catering to a working-class
clientele. Together these two areas accounted for more than a third of the
German male labor force.
By 1860 the lower Main Street area and adjoining streets to the south like Perry
and Union would surpass Jay in shares of the city's German workers, reflecting
the general tendency of any group to expand beyond its initial points of entry.
But never again would any one or two areas in the city account for so much of the
German total; by contrast, the two areas north and east of St. Peter's increased
their share of the Irish total until 1870. The Germans differed from the Irish in
another important respect. Although the Germans showed a similar tendency to
cluster, they never dominated individual streets to the same extent, rarely
exceeding half of the heads of household. This Poughkeepsie pattern contrasts
with some newer cities in the midwest like Milwaukee where Germans opened
up whole new districts, reaching much higher levels of dominance.11
The visibility only a block or so from each other of the German Catholic,
Methodist, and Lutheran congregations together with the presence of so many
German businesses does not signal anything like a ghetto, even a self-created
one. Moreover, the movement out of this area of primary settlement would begin
earlier among Germans, especially the more prosperous Protestants and Jews,
than it did among the Irish.
The butcher Charles Kirchner, the richest of his countrymen by 1880, lived on
Jay Street until 1868 and then moved not to the more prosperous concentration
near lower Main but east of Market to the still developing native middle class
neighborhood on upper Church Street. Soon afterward, John J. Bahret, present
on Jay in 1845, acquired a house on Cannon Street just beyond South Hamilton.
Eli Spross, mason and builder, would move first from lower Union Street to
newly-opened Grand, with its better houses at the eastern edge of the German
concentration. Before 1880 Spross would move again to the fashionable southside street now called Garfield Place.
German Jewish businessmen tended more often than their Protestant or
Catholic counterparts to reside initially above or near their shops in the central
business district on Main Street. Clothiers Mark Shwartz, Phillip Rosenbaum,
and the Goldstone brothers lived on Main as late as 1880. But by then dry goods
merchant Solomon Strauss had made his way first to a house on Mill Street near
the Reynolds mansion and then to Academy Street near Franklin, an area that
would soon become the height of fashion.
Catholic Germans, even when prosperous, generally resisted the temptation to
move to more affluent non-German neighborhoods. They preferred to educate
their children at Nativity Church's parochial school on Union Street. But they
were not alone among Germans in lingering in this area of primary settlement.
The dispersion of the Jews and some of the richest Protestants did not affect the
large majority of immigrant Germans in the short-term. And as late as 1880 the
native-born of German parentage concentrated in the areas around Main and Jay
just as heavily as the immigrant generation, partly because some of them had not
yet left their parental households. Not until the turn of the century would
German names begin to become more frequent in the older streets to the east of
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reached Mansion Square you passed the house of an Irish edge tool maker, with
a laborer and a clerk as boarders, and of a Scottish blacksmith with a son and a
boarder at the shoe factory. But past St. Paul's church you entered a different
social universe on Hamilton, with the mansions of Judge Wheaton and two other
rich attorneys. Beyond Mill Street social status declined as you approached the
businesses close to Main Street, like George Eighmie's Steam Laundry. Here the
impact of the midcentury influx of immigrants was visible only in the residence
of German businessmen who owned shops around the corner on Main St. They
included two tobacconists, the owners of a meat market and a billiard hall, and
some of their German employees.
For many native-born Poughkeepsians the area which most vividly reminded
them of the impact of immigration on their city was the First Ward, along the
river slope north of Main Street, which as a result shifted political allegiance to
become a stronghold of the Democratic Party. There the Irish concentrated
initiallly and most heavily. As the largest group of foreigners in the city, with
more than 800 males of working age in 1850, they transformed whole areas of the
First Ward, becoming two-thirds or more of the inhabitants on many streets.
And that was not a temporary phenomenon.
As in other American cities, the Irish continued to prefer living near others
from the mother country, often long after they could afford to move to more
prosperous neighborhoods where natives predominated. In the area immediately
north of St. Peter's Church on Mill St., near Delafield, the proportion of
residents of Irish birth or parentage rose from two-thirds in 1850 to three-fourths
in 1870. In the less heavily Irish area surrounding Mill to the eastward, from
Clover to North Bridge, the proportion remained about one-half. But one of the
most important points of clustering in 1845, North Bridge, was overwhelmingly
Irish in 1875 north of Mill St. with all of the houses nearly to Washington St.
having Irish owners, at least 12 of them ordinary laborers. In this heavily
working-class neighborhood, a majority of the largely frame dwellings housed
boarders or several families. (Figs. 2 and 3)
In 1880 the second generation in America, the native-born of Irish parentage,
concentrated just as heavily in these two First Ward areas. Children who had
improved their status as clerks and skilled workers, especially in the metal and
building trades, also tended to remain as late as 1880 just as the more successful
immigrants, now proprietors of their own businesses, did. As a result Irish
neighborhoods cut across class lines, with Catholics like a Charles Murphy
residing near his lime kilns and other businesses on Dutchess Avenue, Peter
Shields living on Mansion near North Bridge after he had become deputy sheriff
of Dutchess County, and Patrick Ward living on Gifford Street after he moved
his plumbing business to a prime central location on Main Street. A majority of
even the most prosperous Protestant Irish businessmen continued as late as 1880
to reside close to the Irish concentration on the river slope, often near their
businesses on lower Main Street.
The successful Irish who lingered longest not surprisingly were those who
served their countrymen in neighborhood businesses, like groceries, such as
Charles Doran near St. Peter's, Michael Plunkett on Albany Street, and John
Nevins on North Bridge. Nevins, for example, would continue to live there even
after his firm grew to require three clerks and included a wholesaling trade. The
rare exception to this general residential pattern among Irish Catholic businessmen by 1880 was second-generation William R. Maloney, a laborer's son who
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began as a machinist but who prospered by renting regalia to fraternal societies.
By the 1870s Maloney had purchased a home on prosperous Grand Street, mixed
in ethnic composition and very close to his business on Market Street.
Although the Irish concentrated most heavily in the First Ward, they, like
every other immigrant group, settled elsewhere in the city and over a period of
time new clusters developed, though rarely comprising so large a percentage of
the population in these newer areas. South of Main Street, for example, Irish
immigrants comprised about one-fourth of the male labor force in several riverfront neighborhoods. The usual experience of the Irish on the south side was to
move into neighborhoods already peopled by natives, white and black, and
other immigrants, usually German. In that situation they made a virtue of
necessity, fraternizing with people they might otherwise have avoided.
Genevieve Carroll O'Brien in 1970 recalled having grown up in one such mixed
neighborhood on the south side around the turn of the century. Her father,
James Carroll, had saved enough from an earlier career as iron moulder to open
a meat market next door to his dwelling on Jefferson Street, midway between
Church and Jay. Socializing was easiest with fellow Catholics like the German
Fratz, Rosch, and Hembt families. But simply being out on the streets meant getting to know some of the blacks on Jay Street. Mrs. O'Brien remembered as a
"character," Jesse Ford, the Negro garbage collector who used to come by in his
wagon, always wearing his stove pipe hat. When the doctor recommended
amputation of Genevieve's grandfather's leg, Jesse recommended instead hying
to reduce the swelling with a poultice of red cabbage soaked in hog fat and kept
hot .1°
Genevieve had friends up and down Jefferson, Church, and Gate streets,
regarding all of them as part of her neighborhood. To the north, Main Street was
a kind of boundary because it separated the territory of St. Peter's parish from
the parish which her family attended, St. Mary's on upper Church Street. But
her world did not stop there; Genevieve had friends north of Main because she
went to St. Peter's Girls School on Mill Street. And she, like Edmund Platt,
recalls walking to the opposite edge of the city at times; in her case that meant
carrying a cake all the way to indigents in the Alms House on Maple Street.
Within Genevieve's neighborhood, Gate Street provides us with a good illustration of the ethnic mixture in the more comfortable working-class streets south
of Church Street. Before it became the victim of urban renewal in the early 1970s,
Gate had a variety of brick and frame housing, including one large home with a
mansard roof and a house surviving from the Federal period. Down one side of
the street the sequence of household heads went as follows: native painter, Irish
gardener, native laborer, Irish moulder with German laborer in the rear, German
cigar maker, vacant, Irish laborer, Irish machinist, German mason, vacant,
German mason, Irish laborer, and Irish overseer. The usual pattern was shared
ethnicity among families in the same dwelling, but many houses held members
of two ethnic groups, in all the possible combinations of German, Irish, and
native.
The stability of an ethnic mixture like that on Gates varied between neighborhoods. Sometimes it was a transitional condition as one group succeeded
another in numerical dominance, but on Gates the mixture remained in 1900,
suggesting a comfortable relationship. Members of at least ten of the families
resident in 1875 were still present, including — side by side — the Burns,
Mannion, and Spross families. (Fig. 5)
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slope to jobs at the Adriance mower and reaper works and other factories. Half of
the houses had resident owners and some of the owners of rented houses lived
next door or in the vicinity. The proportion of native whites increased between
1850 and 1860 and the area had one of the highest concentrations of British-born
residents in the city. Two of them, Thomas Clegg and Eli Sutcliffe, ran groceries
at the intersections of Main and of Union Streets respectively.
Sutcliffe's son John, the engineer who built the city's highly-regarded water
works and sewage system, improved an adjacent area in 1873. On a new street
runing down the slope from Clover to Harris, called Bellevue Avenue, Sutcliffe
built a row of elegant red brick houses with marble sidewalks, steps, and lintels,
and with interior construction of black walnut. Thereafter apparently, visitors to
Poughkeepsie often "were driven uptown by horse and carriage from the railroad station so that they could view the attractive section, where residents were
so careful of their marble sidewalk steps that they had them scrubbed, not swept,
on Saturday mornings."7 The street housed a sash-and-blind manufacturer, the
superintendents of the Buckeye mower works and the gasworks, and an editor
of the Eagle.
By contrast, while the area of very rapid growth around Cottage Street experienced some gradual increase in the proportion of skilled and non-manual
workers, it retained its early character as a less desirable neighborhood, largely
working-class and with a bare majority of native whites. Like outskirt areas
generally in nineteenth-century cities, this northeastern fringe of Poughkeepsie
attracted a disproportionate number of laborers, teamsters, and members of the
building trades. But its combination of cheap space and of proximity to the Red
Mills manufacturing area around Clinton and Main streets made it a good neighborhood for less skilled natives and immigrants employed there. It also early
attracted small immigrant businessmen, like Patrick Galligan, the lamp black
manufacturer. Leonard Biegel, a German carpenter who lived on Delafield Street
in 1855, had set up a brewery on upper North Hamilton by the early 1860s and by
1873 there were 5 German breweries there.
One major deterrent to families concerned about respectability may have been
removed in the early 1860s. The Eagle announced in the spring of 1862 that the
Long Row north of Mansion Square on Hamilton "is going to be cleaned out of
the brothels and other dens of iniquity." (Brothels tended to locate in poorer
areas, and especially near the outskirts in small cities like Poughkeepsie.) The
intended cleanup followed a notorious episode that winter in which 12 or more
"young rowdies" conspired in a gang rape of one of the brothel owners.8 But the
attractiveness of the neighborhood was diminished by another nuisance a few
years later when the Poughkeepsie and Eastern Railroad pushed through the
area, near Cottage Street.
Not far away upper Catherine street avoided the railroad tracks; it numbered
an insurance agent and veterinary surgeon among residents, but skilled and service workers predominated there also. As on upper Hamilton absentee landlords
owned many of the houses. In 1874 one landlord, a builder's widow resident on
nearby North Clinton, alone held several houses.9 The most striking contrast
with upper Hamilton, however, was the presence of black residents, near Zion
Church. Several blacks, including a merchant tailor, owned their homes.
Southward from Cottage on Catherine and especially on Hamilton, the status
of residents steadily rose as you moved into the longer-settled portion near Mill
Street, until the 1880s the most fashionable street in the city. Just before you
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their places of employment. Clover Street in the 1850s had a large number of
weavers, no doubt reflecting the proximity of Pelton's carpet factory. Coopers
concentrated close to the city's cooperages in streets near the river.
While the general pattern of class distribution saw few important changes
during the half century after 1850, the character of some neighborhoods changed
dramatically. The immediate catalyst for change was the great influx of immigrant newcomers. A largely native Protestant population, of Dutch and English
extraction, previously swelled by migration from New England, was — like so
many other northeastern cities — suddenly faced with a host of strangers in their
midst.
By 1860 the city's male labor force, a truer indicator of the impact of immigration than its total population because the newcomers were disproportionately
adult workers, showed one out of every three workers born in Ireland or
Germany. The influx explains the extraordinary growth rates in two areas on the
river slope. While the earlier areas of Irish settlement north of St. Peter's Church
and around North Bridge Street grew rapidly, filling in previously undeveloped
space, the growth mushroomed above Hoffman Street on the city's northwestern outskirts. The heavily Irish population of that area more than doubled in
each of the two decades before 1870. To the south of Main Street, the previously
lightly settled area around Perry and South Bridge also mushroomed, especially
with German newcomers. In the late 1850s housing pushed into a new area on
the slope with the opening of Grand Street in the late 1850s. (Fig. 4)
Rapid growth in a third area on the northeasten outskirts was more mixed in
ethnic composition. In the relatively undeveloped area north of Cottage Street,
many native white workers as well as immigrants found cheaper housing. By
contrast, the increase in housing and population in a fourth area, on Church and
Montgomery streets from Market to Clinton, was overwhelmingly native and
middle-class.
Throughout the city, streets which had been lightly settled previously sometimes shifted dramatically in character as housing and population increased in
their vicinity. Sitting on a ridge partway up the slope from the riverfront, North
and South Clover actually experienced a rise in social status. In 1845, Clover,
then undifferentiated between Mill and Church Streets, had numerous skilled
craftsmen, especially weavers and masons, but also laborers, boatmen, and
transportation workers. The presence of a few small manufacturers and a lumber
merchant, whose riverfront business was a relatively short walk away, did suggest the possible desirability of the area.
By the 1860s that desirability had become strikingly evident north of Main
where residents now included the Peltons of the nearby carpet factory, Doctors
Deyo and Flagler, and riverfront cooperage owners Lown and Paulding.
Whereas only one-fifth of the male residents on North Clover had been proprietors, professional, and clerical workers in 1850, that proportion jumped
dramatically to close to one-half in 1860 and more in 1870; unskilled and semiskilled workers declined sharply in the same period. By the 1870s two-thirds of
the houses had resident owners, a high proportion in a time when the vast
majority of families in Poughkeepsie rented their lodgings.
The section of Clover south of Main never attracted rich manufacturers and
professionals, but it saw a much more dramatic decline in less skilled workers. It
became a street dominated by small businessmen and well-paid supervisory and
skilled workers, especially engineers and machinists who walked down the river
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numerous of all, however, are the applications from some streets closer in,
although not at the center, like North Bridge, Jay, and Church street below
Market.
The tendency for status to decrease as you move out from the center can be
seen easily on Main Street in the 1850s. The stretch of Main between Market and
Hamilton had already become the heart of the business district. Its previous
dwellings had been converted to shops although as late as 1845 bank president
Thomas Davies still resided on Main just east of Market. The social prominence
of so many inhabitants of the sections of Cannon and Mill Streets paralleling this
stretch attests to the drawing power of its stores, usually the best of their kind in
the city. As you move eastward beyond Hamilton Street, once the edge of the
city, the presence of manufacturing establishments suggests the decreasing
desirability of immediately adjacent residential areas, especially to the north
where the land did not slope immediately upward as it did on the south side.
Moving south from Main Street along Academy you see homes of the prominent as you pass Cannon Street. As you move further south toward
Montgomery, passing Noxon Street, the residents were of more middling status.
The fashionable movement to the south of Montgomery had not begun before
the 1850s so it is no surprise to find a cartman, factory worker, and carpenter on
Carroll Street in 1845 and Irish laborers on Holmes a little later.
Streets near the outskirts often served as the entry point for immigrant
newcomers to the city who could find or build for themselves cheap housing
there. At the eastern edge of town, the Old Long Row, later called East Mansion
and today Pershing Avenue, adjoined the Alms House and was physically
separated by the Red Mills pond from the rest of the city. A largely unskilled and
poor population, mixing old Dutch names and newer Irish ones, occupied the
tiny houses along this outlying lane. This area no doubt also had some shanties;
the directories of 1845 and 1855 identify Poughkeepsians who live in shanties
but, sadly, do not locate them.
At the northwestern outskirts Irish immigrants drawn to the city in the 1830s
by Improvement Party enterprises, many of them concentrated near the Upper
Landing and the Whale Dock, had settled on nearby Albany, Davies, and
Dutchess streets. The influx of Irish fleeing the potato famine after 1845 would
ultimately make the area north of Mill and east of North Avenue a stronghold of
the Irish and also of the Democratic party in the city. (Figs. 2 and 3)
But immigrant entry was not confined to the outskirts. North Bridge from Main
to Washington, with its adjacent gas works and factories, had become largely
Irish and unskilled by 1845. And well before the great German influx of the
1850s, Jay Street which straggled down the river slope from Market westward to
Jefferson was home to tailor Jacob Bahret, segar manufacturer Michael Welker,
and butcher Jacob Petillon, along with three German laborers and a painter. The
Germans shared this mixed-ethnic, lower-class street with black and white
laborers, a brick-yard worker, hack driver, and carpenter. Jay and North Bridge
Streets had the advantage of being much closer to the central business district
than the Long Row or the streets near the Whale Dock.
Ethnic clustering was usual, but residential clustering of workers in the same
occupation was not. Shopkeepers, members of the various skilled trades, and
unskilled labor were dispersed throughout the city. There were certain pronounced exceptions. Retail clerks, often boarders, tended to live near the central
business district. Certain skilled workers and factory operatives clustered near
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carpenter, widow running a boarding house, grocer, laborer, female teacher, and
attorney.
The first deliberate movement toward residential separation by social class had
occurred during the real estate boom of the 1830s. Members of the Improvement
Party had laid out new streets in three areas which they hoped would be developed entirely with comfortable, preferably elegant, residences. One of those
areas, to the south of Montgomery Street would fulfil that ambition in the much
longer term. But the relatively few fine homes constructed in the other two areas
— on Delafield Street and beyond the immediate edges of Mansion Square —
meant that they would see a highly mixed development, reinforcing rather than
reversing the older pattern. The location of both developments near the northern
and northeastern outskirts made it easier for relatively poor families to take up
undeveloped land not far from affluent households.
Delafield, on a height above the Upper Landing, had been planned "to be a
street of handsome residences, each to be placed at least fifty feet back with a fine
lawn in front." The boomers chose this location for a real estate speculation
because they did not think that "many people in business at the river would ever
care to live uptown."6 But although Henry Finch, the shipbuilder, and Captain
Luther Elting, chose to live there, it never attracted many prominent or rich
people. Irish laborers would surround Delafield by the 1850s, with some living
on Delafield itself.
Mansion Square was more successful than Delafield as an elite neighborhood,
attracting the likes of bank president Thomas Davies. But it, too, soon had poorer
neighborhoods nearby. In 1846 Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church would
go up just a block west in an area of upper Catherine Street where a laborer,
carpenter, two painters, glove sewer, and chairmaker already resided.
We cannot assume familiarity between the residents of upper Catherine and of
Mansion Square itself, unless some members of the former's households took
domestic service in the houses on the Square. But the very proximity of families
of such different status must have meant some exposure to each other, not least
in moments of crisis like fires. And in the pedestrian city, most citizens walked to
work daily, not infrequently a mile or more, giving ample opportunity to observe
the neighborhoods through which they passed.
At midcentury men commuted to work in the center of town from the river and
also, the longer distance from the eastern edge of the village westward to the
river. In 1855 Enoch Pardee, the jeweller, had to climb the river slope from his
house on South Water to his business at the corner of Garden and Main; Hiram
Cronk, the cabinet maker, had even farther to travel from his home near the foot
of Pine Street to Nelson's furniture store on Main near Crannell.
The exposure of citizens to neighborhoods other than their own in the
pedestrian city no doubt increased their awareness of the general tendency for
people of similar wealth and status to cluster together, creating a pattern in their
distribution throughout the city. In Poughkeepsie as in other nineteenth-century
cities the social status of residential areas tended to be highest near the center
and lowest at the outskirts. The frequency with which certain streets appear as
the address for applicants for charitable relief from destitution illustrates both the
general tendency and the importance of exceptions created by topography and
prior use. Streets near the central business district rarely appear, but applications
from certain streets near the outskirts, like the Long Row, North Clinton and
upper North Hamilton, Spruce, Albany, and Dutchess, are numerous. Most
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been dammed up as early as 1811 to create ponds for manufacturing with waterpower. The ponds made the surrounding areas desirable for residence for factory
workers employed in nearby mills. They discouraged residence by the more
affluent, however, because the ponds became breeding grounds for mosquitoes
giving the area a reputation for unhealthfulness.
In the early 1870s the high incidence of fever and ague among working-class
families in the tenements near Pelton's Pond led them to threaten to tear down
the dam themselves if the municipal government would not do so.5 Although the
ponds were filled in during the 1870s (except Pelton's which was contracted but
not drained until the 1890s), they had already encouraged land uses which
would attract more working or lower middle-class housing in the future north of
lower Mill and Mansion Streets. By contrast, on the south side of Pougkeepsie
the higher ground to the east of South Avenue had no prior clusters of manufacturing to discourage the movement there of the affluent.
Two major tendencies in early nineteenth-century cities, both apparent in
Poughkeepsie, favored a substantial range in social status among residents in
certain areas. Some of the rich, especially gentlemen of leisure, chose to create
estates in attractive locations on the outskirts. James Emmot and the Holdridge
family had mansions on park-like grounds near the intersection of Academy and
Livingston streets in the 1850s before the southward movement along Academy
had begun. In Poughkeepsie as elsewhere less skilled manual workers often
lived near the rich on the outskirts either because they found employment on the
estates or because they could build cheaper housing on vacant land close by.
A large number of businessmen in the 1850s still followed the old practice of
living near their shops and factories. The mixture of social classes produced by
this practice was most dramatic along the riverfront. The Southwick family occupied their large house near the tannery throughout the nineteenth century. Not
far away James Collingwood lived near his lumber and coal yard, sharing
Prospect Street with the houses of five laborers, a carman, two carpenters, and a
mason. Charles Crooke resided near his freighting business at the Lower
Landing. Albert Tower, Agent for the furnace, continued to reside on South
Water until the 1880s when he finally purchased one of the estates on the high
ridge of North Avenue. South Water had long seen the co-residence of owners of
freighting firms, boatman, laborers, and ship carpenters.
On North Water members of the Innis and Sherman families lived not far from
their dye wood works at the Upper Landing, and members of the Reynolds
family resided near their commission business at the Landing although the railroad would soon reduce the relation of their business to the river. By the 1870s,
however, William T. Reynolds had moved to the top of the river slope, inhabiting
the elegant mansion on Mill St. which now houses the Italian Center.
After mid-century the dominant tendency among manufacturers to move
away from their businesses to fashionable residential areas meant that river front
areas especially would come to be inhabited largely by manual workers. This
tendency toward homogenization of social status within these areas also would
create sharper contrasts with more affluent areas. But at midcentury older habits,
scattered development, the still small size of the city, and its recent absorption of
an influx of Irish and German immigrants produced mixtures of social backgrounds on many streets. Even in more settled streets before the immigrant
influx, like Washington Street between Main and Mansion in 1845, the mixture
was substantial, including the homes of a fish and oyster dealer, painter, printer,
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winter went several miles further east to Manchester to go skating. Once Platt
began clerking at Crosby's Dry Goods store, near the Eagle offices, he walked
"most all around town with bundles," sometimes going down to the river and
the railroad station more than once a day. The Poughkeepsie of the 1850s seemed
an easily navigable and comfortably familiar universe.3
Anyone walking the city then encountered a constantly shifting physical and
social landscape. Topography had encouraged a sprawling, irregular development since the eighteenth century. The heart of the village had grown up along
the postroad from New York to Albany on the plateau at the top of the river
slope, but straggling country lanes early connected this settlement to three river
landings, the Upper at the Fallkill creek emptying, the Lower at the foot of Pine
Street, and the Union, midway between the Lower and a fourth and newer landing, created when Main Street was extended to the river in 1800. Over time
clusters of businesses and houses developed at the landings together with a
fringe of settlement along the landing roads.
But even by the 1850s there was plenty of space for newcomers and new
houses in their vicinity. So the influx of Irish and German immigrants could
swell and transform the population of streets near the riverfront to the south like
Prospect and also in the large area northward from lower Mill Street. There were
still large open spaces on the river slope even around Main Street in the 1840s;
streets like Grand, Gate, Davies Place, and Harris (now Rinaldi) had not yet
been opened. (Fig. 1)
The river slope varied enormously in uses of land and in amenities for
residents. The early development of enterprises with noxious features along the
riverfront, like the Southwick tannery, the Vassar brewery, and a blast furnace at
Union landing made it unlikely that that area would ever become generally
attractive for homes for the more prosperous. As historian Platt remarked of the
effect of the last-named industry, "without the snorting of the blowing engine at
the 'Lower Furnace' residents of the southern section of Poughkeepsie scarcely
knew how to go sleep at night."4 The building of the railroad in the late 1840s
just east of Water Street increased the likelihood that manufacturing and
working-class housing would dominate future development along the bottom of
the river slope. Harris Street, pushed through from Church to Main on the eve of
Civil War, backed up to the railroad; laborers predominated there.
But the slope rose steeply above Harris, so that two other new streets created
in the late 1850s — Bellevue and Davies Place — had amenities of breezes and
views which Harris lacked. Their developers built for a much more affluent
clientele. Alternation in amenities continued further up the slope. The more level
area east of Clover around Bayeaux and North Bridge streets was an early
isolated cluster of houses and businesses; by the 1850s they included the production of gas for lighting and the smelly enterprise of soapmaking.
Near the old center of the village around Main and Market, the mixture of
residence, commerce, and manufacturing only gradually gave way during the
nineteenth century to more specialization and segregation in land use. In 1814 an
iron foundry, the Poughkeepsie Hot Air Furnace, stood at the corner of
Washington and Main, not far from the current Civic Center, and foundries and
carriagemaking factories would remain in operation between Hamilton and
Clinton streets into the late nineteenth century.
A very important topographical source of shifts and contrasts in
Poughkeepsie's social landscape at midcentury was the Fallkill creek which had
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areas of primary settlement, moving into nearby streets; in the process they
sometimes changed the social status as well as the ethnic mix on these streets, as
they did on North Clover. The proximity of St. Peter's Church meant almost
inevitably that Irish Catholics would begin to move south on Clover from their
primary areas of settlement north and east of the church. The establishment on
Clover of the academy for girls run by the Sisters of Charity made the street even
more attractive. But in the 1890s another institutional establishment made it
unlikely that the street would continue to attract prestigious citizens, even
Catholics. In 1894 an interdenominational Protestant group rented a former
saloon on North Clover to house what came to be known as the Union Rescue
Mission. By 1900 a woman director and two servants had responsibility for 22
"inmates" of both sexes, mostly native-born.
By 1900 the occupational mix on North Clover had changed substantially. Railroad workers, pants factory operatives, nurses, blacksmiths, and ordinary
laborers now shared the street with the few genteel homeowners surviving from
a more prosperous day, notably David Arnold and Lown's widow. Those of Irish
stock had become a majority on North Clover, dominating the end toward Mill
Street. And other newcomers — a Russian, a French-Canadian, and a German
family — had appeared. North Clover was not the same. But the gentrification in
our own time reminds us of how many ups and downs there are in the careers of
some streets in our city's history.
A third kind of change in some Poughkeepsie neighborhoods in 1900 also had
been enacted previously. The beginnings of the major influx of newcomers from
countries like Italy and Poland which had not been important in Poughkeepsie
before would transform some areas of the city just as the influx of Irish and
German immigrants had done previously. Already by 1900 in the streets north of
St. Peter's Church the census enumerator found the newer immigrants intermingled with earlier comers. He made many mistakes in spelling the newcomers' names, but at least he attempted to spell them, unlike the directory compilers who for awhile simply recorded Italians, Hungarians, or "foreigners" at
some addresses. Before 1910 the Italian concentrations already had led to the
creation of Mount Carmel parish which in turn would attract more families of
that national origin to the area, taking up housing increasingly vacated by the
native-born of native or Irish parentage.
Reenactments of old scripts like the succession of immigrant newcomers in
some neighborhoods would continue into the twentieth century. Hopes for some
would be matched by disappointments for others as the ethnic composition of
neighborhoods changed. In the longer term no neighborhood could be sure that
its character would not shift; in the shorter term, the coming and going of individual families was constant. But until the age of the automobile the overall nineteenth century pattern of spatial distribution by social class predominated.
As the automobile became more widely adopted, however, the suburbanizing
tendency increased, ultimately resulting in a total reversal of the older pattern.
With that reversal the rich more often lived in exurban settings near the outskirts
of the now sprawling urban region while the poor clustered in older, deteriorating housing near the center. In Poughkeepsie, as in other American cities
after World War II, transportation decisions, increasing suburban location of
employment, and migration of racial minorities into the center helped to hasten
and exaggerate this reversal in pattern.
The fact of reversal reminds us of how radically cities can change over time,
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disrupting old neighborhood patterns and previously established relationships
between members of different social classes, ethnic and racial groups. Beyond
warning us against any complacent assumption that current patterns and trends
will last, the experience of fundamental change in American cities during the
twentieth century challenges us to imagine and so to shape our communal
future. That challenge is even greater for us than it was for Edmund Platt, writing
in 1905, for Poughkeepsie has experienced more radical spatial change during the
past half century than it did in the fifty years preceding the publication of his
chronicle.
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Fig. 1: Map of Poughkeepsie drawn for John H. Raymond, 1836.
Photograph courtesy of Vassar College Library
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Fig. 2: Map of Poughkeepsie, published by M. Dripps, ca. 1857. Fallkill creek north to
Hoffman St.
Photograph courtesy of Vassar College Library
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Fig. 3: Map of Poughkeepsie, published by Reading Co., 1876. Fallkill creek north to
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Photograph courtesy of Vassar College Library
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Fig. 4: Plan of Poughkeepsie in Beers' 1866 Atlas of Dutchess County. River to Market
Street.
Photograph courtesy of Vassar College Library
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Map of the Town of Poughkeepsie, 1790.
Photograph courtesy of Adriance Memorial Library, Local History Collection
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Endnotes
1. Historians have been slow to build upon Sam Bass Warner's pioneering exploration of
the social geography of an American metropolis, Philadelphia, and then have done so
mostly for large cities. Warner's The Private City: Philadelphia in Three Periods of its Growth
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1968) has been refined by essays in
Theodore Hershberg, et al, Philadelphia: Work, Space, Family, and Group experience in the
Nineteenth-Century City (New York: Oxford University Press, 1981), but the most useful
next step has been taken by Olivier Zunz, The Changing Face of Inequality: Industrial Development and Immigrants in Detroit, 1880-1920 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982). The
changes in residential patterns which Warner and Zunz find by the early twentieth century
depend in part upon increase in scale of enterprise as well as population size far beyond
Poughkeepsie's in the same period, so that I have had to rely upon the more limited
explorations of continuity and change in the social geography of smaller late-nineteenthcentury cities in interpreting my own findings for Poughkeepsie. There are suggestive
sketches in a number of North American community studies, but the first systematic
analyses appeared in Kathleen Conzen, "Patterns of Residence in Early Milwaukee," in
Leo Schnore, ed. The New Urban History: Quantitative Explorations by American Historians
(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1975) and in Michael Katz, The People of
Hamilton, Canada West: Family and Class in a Mid-Nineteenth-Century City (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1975), Appendix One: "The Social Geography of a Commercial
City, ca. 1853" by Ian Davey and Michael Doucet. Unfortunately for my purpose of comparing change in residential patterns over the half century after 1850 these studies do not
push much beyond mid-century. For a useful survey of the literature up to 1980, see John
P. Radford, "The Social Geography of the Nineteenth Century U. S. City" in D. T. Herbert
and R. J. Johnston, eds., Geography and the Urban Environment (New York: John Wiley &
Sons, 1981, Chap. 8.
2. My essay is based upon computer analysis of the data on the male labor force for
Poughkeepsie in the four federal censuses from 1850 to 1880, originally prepared for Clyde
Griffen and Sally Griffen, Natives and Newcomers: The Ordering of Opportunity in Mid-Nineteenth-Century Poughkeepsie (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1978). This analysis has
been extended and refined through use of data on individual heads of household and
property owners derived from: (1) the manuscript census for 1900; (2) city directories;
(3) city tax assessment records; (4) maps showing the owners of city lots, notably the twosection map of 1874 created by the Reading Publishing House and Theodore W. Davis,
C. E.; (5) applications for relief from destitution for the 1870s, City Welfare Department
records, Adriance Memorial Library. Certain maps have been invaluable in determining
the changing density of residential development and location of major institutions and
business enterprises. Especially useful, besides the 1874 map just named, are the map
published by H. Dripps of New York in the late 1850s, the 1866 plan of the city in the Beers
atlas for Dutchess County, and the Sanborn Insurance Maps for 1877 and 1895. Incidental
information on new home construction, arrests for public disturbances and vice, and the
effects of fires on their neighborhoods has been gleaned from city newspapers, such as the
Eagle and the Daily Press.
3. See volumes 1-13 of the Diary of Edmund Platt, Dutchess County Historical Society,
especially the entries for 8 May and 6 December 1856, 23 January, 13 March and 12 August
1858, and 31 October 1859.
4. Edmund Platt, The Eagle's History of Poughkeepsie (Poughkeepsie: Platt and Platt, 1905),
p. 143.
5. Griffen, Natives and Newcomers, p. 39.
6. Platt, Eagle's History, p. 110.
7. Clipping titled "Bellevue — Once Avenue of Marble Sidewalks" and also Poughkeepsie
Journal, December 18, 1961. The quotations from Poughkeepsie newspapers during the
twentieth century have been gleaned from clippings in the invaluable files, organized by
topic, in the Local History Room, Adriance Memorial Library.
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8. Poughkeepsie Daily Eagle, 18 January and 16 April 1862. The best account of conflict
occasioned by the location of brothels at the outskirts of an expanding small city is John C.
Schneider, Detroit and the Problem of Order, 1830-1880: A Geography of Crime, Riot, and Policing (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1980), Chapter 1.
9. See the Reading Publishing Company map of 1874.
10. Interview with Mrs. Genevieve Carroll O'Brien, 5
New York.

August 1970, Poughkeepsie,

11. See Kathleen Conzen, Immigrant Milwaukee, 1836-1860: Accommodation and Community
in a Frontier City (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1976).
12. Poughkeepsie New Yorker, 15 November 1953.
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A Time of Readjustment:
Urban Renewal in
Poughkeepsie,
1955-75
Harvey K. Flad

E

dmund Platt concluded his History of Poughkeepsie by noting the "slow but
fairly steady progress to the present time" [1905] that had characterized the city's
development, although there had been periods of decline as well as growth.1 In
this paper I shall examine the period from 1955-1975, when the city was in
decline, much like other older industrial cities in the United States. It was a
period during which significant steps were taken to reverse this decline, primarily under the guise and with the federal funding of "urban renewal." These
activities changed the physical face of the city, to create a city quite different from
the one that Platt knew at the turn of the century, yet in some ways similar as
well. This paper will examine these two decades of great demographic and
economic change by focusing on land use.2

The City: Post World War II
From its incorporation as a city in 1845 until 1950 Poughkeepsie had experienced slow but steady growth, and it had established itself as the leading city in
the Mid-Hudson region. By 1950 population growth had peaked at 41,000,
having been nearly at that level for the previous two decades.3 Most of the land
area within the city's boundaries had been developed, and the decision not to
expand the boundaries of the city beyond the annexation of the eighth ward in
1928 meant that new development had to take place in the town rather than the
city.4 Indeed, the city began to decline in population over the next decade, while
the town of Poughkeepsie, as well as other nearby areas, began to grow at an
increased rate. For example, from 1940 to 1950 the town's population grew by
37.9%, while the city's only increased by 1.3%, and between 1950 and 1960 the
city actually declined by — 6.6% while the town increased by 61%.5 (See Fig. 1)
These trends continued: between 1960 and 1970 the town grew by 27.7% to
41,000, and surpassed the city, which had declined by — 16.4% to 32,000.
The development of the surrounding area was a result of a number of factors.
The availability of land meant that new industries and housing were built outside
the city. As jobs migrated from the city to its periphery, so too, did many
workers. Many of these jobs were associated with the establishment of International Business Machines (IBM) in Dutchess County in the early 1940s. Housing
Harvey K. Flad is Associate Professor of Geography at Vassar College. He has previously
published articles and monographs on planning for the visual environment and historical
landscape of the Hudson Valley. He is a member of the City of Poughkeepsie Waterfront
Advisory Committee.
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areas sprang up nearby, so that the workers could be closer to their places of
employment.° Meanwhile, many middle- and upper-class residents began to
move out of the city in a search for new housing, perhaps more modern or with
larger acreage, and often with lower taxes, "better schools," and racial
homogeneity.7 As these suburban areas began to develop, they attracted another
group of residents: World War Two veterans were able to purchase homes with
federally insured mortgage money. Like other older eastern industrialized cities,
Poughkeepsie's growth stalled as the suburbs grew.8 (See Fig. 2)
Industrial Change
The location of employment began to shift. Most of the city's labor force in
1950 was employed in manufacturing; the largest employers were the
machinery, textile and apparel, and printing and publishing firms. However, of
the four major companies based in the Poughkeepsie area, which included IBM,
Schatz-Federal Bearing, Western Printing, and De Laval Separator, only De
Laval was within the city's boundaries, and it moved out to the town in the
1960s. The relocation of industry outside the city boundaries had a severe impact
on the city's tax base. Although manufacturing employment continued to rise in
the immediate vicinity, its economic benefits spread outward from the city core
to the surrounding towns. City residents employed in manufacturing declined
from 11,000 in 1965 to 3,700 (or 28%) in 1970, whereas in the county the number
employed in manufacturing continued to rise, reaching 26,000 by 1960, or 31% of
the total work force.9
The crucial change, of course, was the growth of IBM. In two decades from
1945 to 1965 employment at IBM grew from 1,800 to 15,500.10 By the 1980s IBM
accounted for 70% of all manufacturing employment in the county with a work
force of 23,300, but only 11% of the city's labor force worked for IBM.11 Most of
IBM's employees live outside the city in suburban locations. Furthermore, the
number of manufacturing establishments within the city declined; while there
were 81 in the city in 1958, by 1973 there were only 55, of which more than half
employed less than twenty people.12
Industrial movement outside the city's borders in this period was typical of the
nation's nineteenth-century cities. Also consistent with national economic
trends, the service economy began to grow. In Poughkeepsie over 5,000 were
employed in business and personal services, health, education, government,
financial and real estate by 1970. However, due to the decline in manufacturing
employment, the city's unemployment rate rose.13
The shift of industries outside the borders of Poughkeepsie resulted in major
land use changes. The Hudson River shorefront, along with the land alongside
the railroads (which was primarily devoted to industrial land use during Platt's
time), began to be abandoned. By the mid-1950s Poughkeepsie no longer had an
active industrial riverfront, and much of the land became available for different
uses.
Transportation Changes
Industrial land use spread on the city's north side in a sector closely related to
the rail lines. By the 1920s, however, road transportation became more significant. By the middle of the 20th century the population of the county had grown
dramatically, and so also had the number of vehicles. Traffic congestion had
become a problem.
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The city of Poughkeepsie was located at the hub of the highway system that
branched out in all directions. However, the city itself had a spatial arrangement
of roads that was more reflective of its nineteenth-century heritage than the new
"needs" of the automobile age. North-south traffic on Route 9 became constricted by having to go through the center of the downtown, while east-west
traffic was similarly congested, especially along Main Street. In 1953 the City of
Poughkeepsie, along with the State of New York, began plans for a north-south
arterial to bypass the center of downtown.14 It would be one of the first major
physical changes wrought by external forces that would come to dominate the
changing face of the city in the next two decades.
The North-South arterial highway got underway in 1959, although construction did not actually begin until 1963 due to delays in rights-of-way arrangements.13 By 1964 it was one-third completed, and a statewide transportation
bond act was approved which took up the city's share of the estimated
$9,000,000 cost.16 Upon completion in September 1966 the total cost had risen to
$14 million and a part of the city's historic landscape had changed.17 Lost were a
"section some still know as 'Livingston Woods' ", and the triangular area
between South Avenue and the end of Academy Street, where the Lynches had
their violet greenhouses in Platt's time." More significant to most observers,
however, was the initially-estimated demolition of 228 parcels including 178
dwellings housing 200 families, and the loss of $600,000 in tax revenue.19 One of
the sites in the path of the arterial that successfully fought relocation was the
Church of the Holy Comforter. It is symbolic of the demolition fever that gripped
urban removal activities in the 1950s and 1960s that this magnificant example of
the English neo-Gothic style by the great 19th C. architect Richard Upjohn, was
to be destroyed in favor of a concrete highway." The parishioners of St. Peter's
Church and the residents of Mount Carmel Square neighborhood also were disturbed by the orignial route alignment and exerted pressure to move the roadway to the west, closer to the railroad right-of-way and away from their
community.
In 1966, the same year that the North-South Arterial was compleed, the city
planning board presented a second proposal for an East-West Arterial to run
from Routes 44 and 55 to the Mid-Hudson Bridge. (See Map 1) Not only would it
act to relieve congestion for through traffic, but it was also seen as "a convenient
and efficient way to bring City and area residents from their homes to Downtown."21 Two studies in the early 1960s had pointed to the problem of congestion. In 1960 Candeub & Fleissig, consultants to the city's master plan, reported
that "Main Street shows the most severe congestion: peak hour traffic volumes
exceed the street capacity by about 42%. . . With the exception of Market Street
all the capacity deficiences are observed on the east-west roads. "22 By 1964 traffic
had increased to the point where east-west traffic crossing the Mid-I-Iudson
Bridge exceeded capacity, while traffic east of the city on routes 44 and 55
generated twice as many vehicles as they were designed to carry. In 1973 the
New York State Department of Transportation (DOT) presented a complete draft
of the plans, which were approved by the federal highway administration in
1974.23 Sporadic citizen protest to the alignment and landscaping plans, particularly with respect to the routing of the highway so close to three elementary
schools, was reminiscent of public criticism of the North-South arterial a decade
earlier .24
The completion of both arterial highways improved traffic flow through the
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city of Poughkeepsie. It also improved access to the sites where the city continued to function as the central place for the region, providing governmental
services at the county office building and courthouse. However, the highways
were neither able to stimulate nor even maintain growth in the retail sector of the
downtown business economy, as such functions began to relocate outside the
central business district.25
The Central Business District
The decline of Poughkeepsie's central business district (CBD) was typical of the
nation's cities in the mid-1950s. As Vernon has written, this period saw both a
relative and an absolute decline of retail sales in central business districts as a
result of three main forces: the population of the central city had grown more
slowly, or actually declined, in relation to suburban populations; the number of
jobs in cities had declined as employment had grown in outlying areas; and there
was "the almost universal preference of the shopper to use the automobile."26
Shortly after World War II, retail sales in Poughkeepsie grew substantially.
From 1948 to 1954 city-wide sales rose from $72 million to $89 million.27 The
greatest growth was in eating and drinking placs (over 50%) and automobile
sales (over 40%) and service stations (over 60%), whereas food stores showed a
decline (almost 17%). The automobile was already becoming a primary factor in
shopping habits, including the development of supermarkets outside the city,
while the CBD continued to service the needs of the nearly 7,000 workers during
lunchtime. In the next four years retail sales dropped 4.5 per cent, and although
there were modest gains throughout the next decade, the CBD never again
dominated regional retail sales.
By the late 1950s shopping centers built outside the city in Arlington and south
along Route 9 began to draw a greater volume of retail trade, first in food and
increasingly in soft and hard goods; by the early 1960s three more centers had
been built on South Road in the Town of Poughkeepsie. In 1954 the city, with
over 70 per cent of the commercial space of the county, accounted for 58 per cent
of all sales volume; by 1961 sales volume had slipped to 47 per cent and rapidly
decreased to 38 per cent by 1966. By 1980 the city only accounted for 28 per cent
of the county's commercial space.28 In an attempt to answer the rise in competition, the city responded in three ways: by increasing available parking; by
building up its employment base by creating a coherent plan for the downtown
as the center for financial and governmental activity in the county; and by constructing a downtown pedestrian shopping area.
In an effort to adjust to the increasing demands on space caused by the use of
the automobile, the Poughkeepsie Area Development Association presented a
plan in 1950 for increased downtown parking. By the end of that decade the
number of spaces available had increased by almost 50 per cent. Candeub &
Fleissig in their study of the central business district for the master plan were able
to state that "while there is an overall adequacy of spaces, the high utilization
rates in many sectors indicate that the critical problem is in the distribution of these
spaces. "29
The Mill-Catherine Street Project was instituted in 1955, in part, to increase
parking near the CBD. It was the city's "first urban renewal project," and led to a
fundamentally different approach to changing the face of the cityscape: the use
of federal monies to adjust land uses.3° As Leon Bloom, chairman of the Poughkeepsie Urban Renewal Agency in 1966, commented, "the Project has achieved
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its goals. From this Project, the city gathered the necessary experience to proceed
with additional activities."31 Among other changes, clearance for the project displaced twenty families. It was a harbinger of changes to come.
The General Neighborhood Renewal Plan was established in 1961 as a direct
outgrowth of the Catherine-Mill Street project.32 It encompassed 500 acres from
the Hudson River east into the CBD. Out of this overall plan came specific projects, all of which included some federal funding, such as the City Hall Project,
encompassing only 14 acres, which was designed to provide cleared space to
construct various facilities which would focus public needs on the downtown
area. A new county office building, first proposed in 1955, was constructed on
Market Street and dedicated ten years later in 1965 by the federal secretary of
HUD.33 Designs for a new city hall were first proposed in 1967, and five years
later the new municipal building was dedicated on June 24, 1972.34 A civic center
complex, proposed in 1973 and opened in 1977, was erected on New Market
Street at the intersection of Main Street, between the county office building and
the new city hall.
Main Mall
The most controversial construction program to improve the CBD and maintain its retail sales function was the development of a pedestrian shopping area
along three blocks of Main Street, to be known as Main Mall. The idea of a central
city pedestrian mall was emerging in medium-sized cities who were in the process of revitalizing their CBDs in the late 1950s. The first two pedestrian malls in
the United States, in Toledo, Ohio and Kalamazoo, Michigan, opened in 1959,
and newspapers were reporting on the innovative schemes.35 George Spitz, who
was the mayor of Poughkeepsie in 1959, liked the idea "as a means of adding to
the midtown business district attractions."36 As a "hustling, bustling center of
activity" it would be a lively competitor to the suburban malls. In April, 1960
Candeub and Fleissig, consultants to the city on the development of an overall
master plan, presented the idea of a Main Street mall which would include the
closing of Main Street between Market and Hamilton streets. (See Fig. 3) They
concluded that Main Street had "become increasingly important for pedestrians
and less important for motorists," and that a mall "exclusively devoted to
pedestrian movement" would "establish a pleasant environment for carrying on
commercial and leisure activities."37 However, although the Poughkeepsie New
Yorker continued to cover the growing prosperity of Kalamazoo, known as "mall
city," the concept appeared to lose momentum after Spitz' term. The buildup of
other aspects of urban redevelopment, particularly transportation and housing,
also distracted attention from it.
The idea of a pedestrian mall became seriously considered again in 1967 after a
visit to Kalamazoo by Poughkeepsie resident Stephen Dunwell who was so
impressed with the Kalamazoo mall that he rented a camera and extensively
photographed it•38 "Seeing similarities between the two cities in terms of both
size and distance from major metropolises, he became convinced that such a mall
was exactly what Poughkeepsie needed."39 When he returned to Poughkeepsie,
he made a slide presentation of the Kalamazoo mall to the Poughkeepsie Downtown Council.
City businessmen responded by organizing "Operation Speed-Up."4° Along
with the Poughkeepsie Urban Renewal Agency (PURA) they commissioned two
studies. A study by Larry Smith & Co. of economic and marketing aspects led to
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a capital improvement program. More significant in terms of the emerging cityscape, a study was commissioned from Victor Gruen Associates, the same urban
design consultants who had done a study for the Kalamazoo mall, by the Poughkeepsie Area Chamber of Commerce with Jonah Sherman as president. The
Gruen plan was completed in 1969 and contained many of the ideas first suggested by Candeub and Fleissig ten years earlier.41
On November 6, 1969, forty-two of Poughkeepsie's civic leaders visited
Kalamazoo, and many came back believing, according to the Poughkeepsie Journal,
that "what has proven results 620 miles west of Main and Market Streets would
be given a green light here too. "42 Mayor Richard Mitchell, an active supporter of
the East-West Arterial, increased parking and other efforts to stimulate business
in the CBD, and was a prime supporter. Some had their doubts, however; Louis
Fiore was an alderman at the time, and had also gone on the trip. He noted that
Kalamazoo "was not surrounded by shopping centers," as Poughkeepsie
already was.43 Kalamazoo also "had two existing four-lane streets on either side
of the mall which were able to accommodate traffic diverted from Main Street,"
whereas traffic-jams continued in downtown Poughkeepsie.
The Downtown Council announced plans that fall for a $400,000 pedestrian
mall, to be financed by Main Street property owners and businessmen through
the establishment of a twelve-year public improvement tax district. However,
Fiore became mayor in 1970: he combined his initial misgivings about the success
of a mall with dislike of the tax assessment district funding mechanism, which
seemed, to him, to be detrimental to the small merchants. Without the mayor's
support, the concept was unable to pass through the Common Council. Meanwhile, in 1971, the Chamber of Commerce proposed a semi-mall, similar to the
Gruen plan, which widened sidewalks, removed on-street parking, and allowed
some traffic flow. Two years later, Mayor Jack Economou revived the concept of
a fully closed-off pedestrian mall. Some opposition among Main Street merchants continued. In April, 1972 Arthur Bressman, president of Luckey Platt &
Co., wrote a letter to the Common Council and published it in the Poughkeepsie
Journal. He wrote in favor of "either a semi-mall or a complete mall."
"However," he warned, "the planning and execution must encompass much
more than the compleled final product which we will see on Main
Street . . . Unless we provide satisfactory traffic flow around and into the city, the
building of a mall will choke off all city bound traffic . . . We are firmly convinced
that the solution of traffic flow, parking and public transportation must be fully
completed before any part of Main Street is closed to traffic."'" Planning for the
East-West Arterial had long been advanced; however, it was not in place by this
time.
Mayor Economou appointed a task force to study the idea and report back
quickly. In October the Task Force report was presented. Citing a need for the
"City of Poughkeepsie to act as the one center for the entire county," the report
supported the idea of a fully closed-off pedestrian mall. In citing the benefits of
such a mall, the report stated, "A full mall will draw people once more into the
heart of the city, and it will revitalize the whole CBD. " 45 On January 22, 1973 the
Common Council authorized construction which began in April and lasted for
almost a year. The design consultant was William Gindele of Gindele and
Johnson in Poughkeepsie. Two years later the mall was judged to be a partial
success, according to the city's planning consultants Llewelyn-Davies
Associates. They added, however, that "it has not made a major change in the
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economic environment of the City. "46
In 1975, Main Mall had replaced Main Street, but the CBD had only just begun
to adjust to the latter half of the twentieth century. Originally conceived as a
moderately expensive renovation to be funded by local merchants themselves,
the mall, when dedicated on September 6, 1974, cost ten times more than anticipated and was completely federally financed.47 Its cost of approximately
$4,000,000, however, was only one-tenth the total of federal funds allocated to
the City of Poughkeepsie during this period. Poughkeepsie became "famous" as
one of the highest federally-funded cities per capita in the nation." Most of this
money went into the demolition and rehabilitation of the housing stock in the
city.
Housing: Demolition and Rehabilitation
Residential housing has always been the primary land use in the city of Poughkeepsie. As the city grew, new areas would be brought into residential use,
including houses, streets, and the infrastructure of water mains, sewage lines,
gas lines and, eventually, electricity. Platt records in 1905 that "with few exceptions, the settled area has continued to increase," noting especially the property
east of Clinton Street which "has been steadily built upon and though considerable sections of fields remain to be divided, it seems only a question of a few
years when the city will extend to the grounds of Vassar College."49
During the next half century, the city continued to fill up the land area of the
northside in the first decade and of the east and central sections during the teens
and twenties. Development expanded into the eighth ward area of the southeastern city in the 1940s and 1950s. Most of this new single-family housing on
individual lots was for the middle class market that developed during this time.
Meanwhile, older housing in the central core area and along the riverfront was
beginning to deteriorate. About 45 per cent of the city's total of approximately
13,000 units in 1958 had been constructed prior to the turn of the twentieth century. These structures became the focus of attention in efforts to revitalize the
city's housing stock throughout the period under review, as they were seen as
both assets and problems by various factions. As Llewelyn-Davies Associates
wrote at the end of that period, "Although the charm and character of these
older homes is an important aesthetic asset to the City, they represent problems
both in terms of maintenance and in compliance with today's plumbing, electrical and fire regulatory standards."50
Many of the older cities of the nation were undergoing similar changes, and
housing, especially for low-income families, was becoming a political issue. A
national housing goal was stated in the Housing Act of 1949 when Congress
declared that every American, regardless of income or origin, was entitled to "a
decent home and a suitable living environment."51
Many in Poughkeepsie had already become aware of the need for planning by
the time of the 1949 Housing Act. In 1947 the Regional Plan Association noted
the growth of the mid-Hudson region and the problems of the central cities and
wrote a report urging the development of a plan for Poughkeepsie.53 This led to
the establishment of the Poughkeepsie Area Development Association the next
year, which lasted for six years. Not an official body, it nevertheless had influence on the politicians and policy-makers. In 1953 the city planning board hired
its first staff.53 In 1958 the city manager, John J. Desmond, presented a report
titled Workable Program for Urban Renewal which was submitted to the federal
158

Housing and Home Finance Agency.54 In it he pointed to the Mill-Catherine
Street project which was clearing land for parking, as well as to codes and ordinances used to counter blight.55
In January of the same year, the city hired Candeub and Fleissig as consultants
to create a master plan. Candeub and Fleissig presented various reports over the
next two years, culminating in the General Development Plan on December 1,
1960.56 This master plan noted that Poughkeepsie's housing stock was aging
rapidly and much of it was deteriorated: 4,390 units, or 33 per cent of all dwelling
units in the city, were located in structures showing signs of needing major
repairs. "In terms of land area, roughly 260 acres, or 14 per cent of the total builtup area of the city, excluding streets, are taken up by blocks in which over 60 per
cent of the units were rated as deteriorated."57 The report continued, "These
largely deteriorated blocks virtually encircle the central business district. They
also cover a large concentrated area in the west central sections of the city on the
slope leading down to the river." (See Map 2)
Candeub and Fleissig proposed a three-fold strategy of urban renewal, using
federal funds, to supply better housing as well as "preserve and strengthen the
neighborhood."58 (See Map 3) Redevelopment projects, which included total
clearance through the demolition of structures and the relocation of families,
were proposed for three areas in addition to the Mill-Catherine Project that was
already underway.59 The three areas were designated: (A) Main-Market Project,
between Market, Church, Bridge and Mill streets; (B) Downtown-Main Street
Project, between Bridge, Church and Mill streets and the proposed Arterial highway; and (C) Riverfront Urban Renewal Project, between the New York Central
Railroad, the Hudson River, Fallkill Creek and John Street. These three areas
would eventually become parts of the major urban renewal projects of the next
decade.
Candeub and Fleissig also delineated two rehabilitation projects, known as
(D) North West Project, between the northern city limits, North Avenue, the
Fallkill, and the proposed (North-South) Arterial highway; and (E) North
Hamilton-Fallkill Project, between High Street, North Hamilton and North
Clinton streets, Mill street, Conklin Street, and the Fallki11.6° In these areas the
major efforts were to be loans and grants for rehabilitation, as well as some spot
clearance, for the development of community facilities, such as parks and public
buildings.
The third strategy of conservation was to be applied in areas "which have predominantly sound housing and stable neighborhood values."61 In such areas,
the programs would be directed at "blight prevention, and consist largely of the
enforcement of zoning regulations and building and housing codes."62 These
areas consisted of older, yet sound, multi-family structures. Code enforcement,
low cost loans and grants for rehabilitation became integral to the program. The
next year, the city applied for federal funds to implement these strategies.
In 1961 the city applied to the federal government for money under section 303
of the revised 1956 Housing Act to establish a "General Neighborhood Renewal
Plan" (GNRP). The general area covered was approximately 500 acres, from the
Hudson River into the CBD. It was described as an area that "contains most of
our serious land and human problems. Most of our low income families live
here. Almost 30 per cent of our senior citizens live in this area. The lower part of
Main Street has become a Negro ghetto."63 The area was divided into three
project areas, initially known as the City Hall, Riverview, and Jefferson Street
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project areas.
The first specific plan was developed by John D. Borah in August 1961 for 273
acres bounded on Garden Street on the east, the North-South Arterial on the
west, Mill Street on the north, and Church Street on the south.64 This area was
sub-divided into two proposals known as "Uptown" and "Downtown," divided
by Market Street. The 77 acre "Downtown" project discussed the need for a new
county office building and included the acquisition and demolition of the Nelson
House property. Total costs were estimated at approximately $10 million, while
725 families and 291 non-residential occupants would need to be relocated. The
original part of the Nelson House was eventually demolished and a new county
office building constructed on the site; it was dedicated in September, 1965.
Project planning, including the massive Queen City proposal that stretched
from Clinton Street on the east to the Hudson River on the west, continued for
the next three years. However, it wasn't until 1965 and the creation of the
Housing and Urban Development agency (HUD) at the federal level that urban
renewal activities took off. By then Poughkeepsie was well on its way towards
tapping the federal pipeline. As former city manager Ted Maurer put it, an "early
bird gets the worm" theory garnered federal and state commitments of $23.5
million, plus $20 million for highway construction.65
On May 22, 1965 President Johnson declared his intentions to rebuild
America's cities as a major segment of his national agenda. At the federal level,
this meant the creation of HUD; at the local level, this resulted in the establishment of the Poughkeepsie Urban Renewal Agency (PURA). In August, 1965,
Mayor Chris Atkinson appointed the first board with Leon R. Bloom as
chairman.
Poughkeepsie Urban Renewal Agency (PURA)
PURA's mandate was the redevelopment and rehabilitation of specific residential and commercial areas within the city. PURA cleared and resold land to
developers whose proposals conformed to the overall urban renewal plan, and
encouraged rehabilitation and basic site improvements in the renewal areas. By
1965, PURA had designated five major project areas: City Hall, approximately 15
acres; Riverview, approximately 80 acres; Jefferson, approximately 43 acres;
Queen City East, approximately 40 acres; and Queen City West, approximately
150 acres.66 These areas included about one-fifth of the total area of the city and
about one-third of its population. The completion of clearance in much of these
areas, the preservation of some of the neighborhoods which fought against the
original plans of urban renewal, and the construction of new buildings on many,
but not all, of the cleared acres substantially changed the face of Poughkeepsie
over the next decade.
The greatest overall land use impact came from "Project 1-A, NYR-166" called
the Riverview Project. The boundaries for this project area were Main Street on
the north, Pine Street on the south, the New York Central Railroad tracks (or the
North-South Arterial) on the east and the Hudson River on the west.67 It encompassed practically all of the industrial, commercial, and residential area of the
riverslope. In October, 1964 approval for the survey and planning phase of the
project was received from the federal government. In PURA's plan published in
December, 1965, the project was described as being a "well planned and physically integrated" residential plan that would "eliminate blight."68 The plan stipulated ten "Development and Design Objectives" which included the improve160

ment of vehicular and pedestrian circulation, parking, compatible development,
the construction of "moderate" income housing, landscaping, the elimination of
overhead wires and signs, the provision of lighting and paving, and economic
benefits.
The projects' total costs reached over $9 million of which more than two-thirds
was paid by HUD. Any development of such magnitude would generate interest
on the part of rival development firms. Much of PURA's time in 1965 and 1966
was engaged in choosing a "preferred sponsor" status for a single developer.69
Two firms competed for the signification, that led by Burton Gold of StewartScott Associates, along with HRH Construction and Eberhard Builders, and a
second firm with Roger H. Corbetta of Millbrook at the head. Corbetta's proposal
of more than one thousand dwellings of "moderate" housing, 500 of "middle
income" housing and 100 town houses for "upper middle" housing on 73 acres
was given the opportunity to move ahead. Corbetta also purchased the abandoned 16 acre Delaval Separator site for a medical complex."
In April, 1966 the city received approval for the early land acquisition phase of
the project. On July 19, 1966 the first building in the project area was
demolished.71 By the end of the demolition period, 120 residential and thirty
business and industrial sites, including the Poughkeepsie Yacht Club and the
Pirate Canoe Club, were cleared. Some of the residents had lived in the area for
fifty years or more and were extremely upset with being in the way of
"progress."72 By October, 1967 residential relocation had been completed, to be
followed by commercial relocation and demolition by April, 1969.
Upon completion of clearance redevelopment began. Corbetta proposed a full
development at "Riverview" which would provide
. . . the kind of home environment that modern families want, but usually can't
find. It will combine features characteristic of suburban living, with an in-town
location and many community services. It will offer more recreational facilities than
many resorts or private clubs.
A choice will be offered between high-rise apartments, garden apartments with
balconies and town houses with private gardens, both for rent and for sale. Spacious
house and apartment designs will appeal to families used to country living.
Residents of Riverview will enjoy country living advantages with city conveniences. . . .73
Ground-breaking for the "country living. . . with city conveniences" took place
on August 15, 1968. The site was blessed by four religious leaders while a dozen
members of PURA and the Common Council looked on; afterwards, Leon R.
Bloom, chairman of PURA, Victor C. Waryas, mayor in 1963, and Richard W.
Mitchell, mayor in 1968 spoke about the project and the goals of urban renewal.
As boldly stated in the brochure distributed at the ground-breaking: "It is planned
to phase out poverty and unwarranted misery."74
Federal financing problems arose, but eventually, on April 1, 1970 the 18-story
Rip Van Winkle House officially opened.75 Rip Van Winkle was chosen as the
name for Poughkeepsie's "first" urban renewal structure because it signified
that the city had "awakened from a long slumber."76 Rip Van Winkle contained
179 units of low and moderate income units, subsidized under the state's
Mitchell-Lama and federal Section 236 rent subsidy programs. Various low-rise
housing units would follow over the next decade, but the vision of 1968 would
never be fulfilled. As subsidized housing, isolated from the rest of the city by the
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railroad tracks and the North-South arterial, the Riverview section developed
only very slowly as a residential area.
Land use change produced a far different riverfront in the twentieth century
from that at the turn of the century. It was no longer filled with industrial structures, and other than sporadic redevelopment for housing, became established
as open space. Funds were used to fix up Riverfront Park at the foot of Main
Street in 1968, although it was not until 1974-75 that major redevelopment took
place using a federal grant of $250,000 negotiated by then-mayor Ahmed for
rehabilitation.77 Later it was renamed Waryas Park in recognition of the efforts of
former Mayor Waryas to redevelop the area. Also in the early 1970's Kaal Rock
Park was created from a former industrial site. The Delaval site, however,
remained undeveloped, as Corbetta's plans for the "hospital of tomorrow"
never materialized.
Durng the same period as the redevelopment of Riverview, the other urban
renewal projects got underway. The City Hall, Jefferson, and Queen City
projects were in various stages by the end of 1968.78 Code enforcement received a
$2 million HUD grant, demolition grants were received for construction of the
East-West arterial highway, and a new middle school was built. Major park and
open space improvements were undertaken using New York State's "Next
Step" incentive. Mayor Mitchell could state during this time that Poughkeepsie's
plans closely followed the fourteen points outlined in President Johnson's
"Demonstration Cities" message, indicating that the city of Poughkeepsie was
an excellent example of the national idea of urban renewal at that time.79
In 1967 President Johnson declared his administration's "War on Poverty" as a
response to continued disintegration in the nation's cities, including a summer of
urban violence. The consequences for Poughkeepsie were significant. Significant, at least symbolically, was the appointment by the President of Jeh V.
Johnson, a Poughkeepsie architect who was active nationally in the American
Institute of Architects as well as an instructor at Vassar College, as one of 16
members to the National Commission on Urban Problems for the two-year life of
the commission." On November 16, 1967, Poughkeepsie became one of 63 of the
nation's cities named a "model city" to receive "first round" federal funds for a
"comprehensive city demonstration project."81 (See Map 4)
The Model Cities program was concerned primarily with funding innovative
programs for the social, physical, and economic well-being of an area of the city.
All of its programs, including public housing and neighborhood improvement
that worked alongside urban renewal, required citizen participation.82
Originally a city of single-family and some multi-family dwellings, Poughkeepsie undertook a major effort in constructing multiple-unit public housing
facilities. These were primarily, although not exclusively, housing projects for
low-income households or senior citizens. (See Map 5) By the mid 1970s, state
and federal public funds had assisted in the construction or management of the
185-unit Smith Street, 100-unit Charles Street, 44-unit Delafield, 70-unit Martin
Luther King,25-unit Boulevard Knolls, 63-unit King's Court, 33-unit Schwartz,
and 140-Eastman Terrace low-income units, while subsidy programs initially
assisted the St. Simeon Senior Citizen complex of 99 moderate income units, the
200-unit Harriet Tubman housing complex for low-to-moderate income, and the
135-unit Interfaith Towers, which were built as a cooperative effort by local
churches .83
The Poughkeepsie Housing Development Corporation (PHDC) became the
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designated housing component of the Model Cities Agency in 1971 and on April,
1972 received a federal grant of $35,000, administered by the Model Cities Agency,
to begin operations. PHDC was formed to aid homeowners with rehabilitation
grants, to assist eligible applicants in obtaining home ownership, and to assist in
the relocation of families displaced as a result of urban renewal activities. In 1974
PHDC received another small federal grant of $50,000 as part of the $10.8 million
Housing and Community Development Act grant to PURA and Model Cities. By
1975, Poughkeepsie was among the most well-funded federal program cities in
the nation.
Congressional passage of the federal Housing and Community Development
Act of 1974 meant that Poughkeepsie would continue to receive federal funding
to reshape its cityscape throughout the 1970s. However, wholesale acquisition
and demolition of properties as a strategy for urban renewal had come under
severe criticism nationally by numerous urbanologists. Slums had been mapped
by planners and subsequently cleared; yet, many of these blocks had been vital
communities prior to their destruction by total clearance. Some of these neighborhoods opposed the "federal bulldozer" with mixed success. The Neighborhood Improvement Program (NIP) was designed to bring existing structures up
to code standards, improve street lighting, street resurfacing, and sidewalks.84
But in those areas slated for clearance under PURA, it was only under the
"citizen participation" rubric of Model Cities that local citizens could affect a
change of demolition plans in an attempt to maintain their neighborhood
community .85
A feasibility study by Walker Thabit of the Jefferson Urban Renewal area in
1971 came under opposition by homeowners in the Gate Street neighborhood.
However, when William Cahill, executive director of PURA, declined to procure
federal money for rehabilitation by the current owners, opposition began to
weaken.86 In 1974, PURA demolished seven of the houses and sold the remaining thirteen to a developer to rehabilitate and resell. The structures were rehabilitated and resold by the end of 1975, but the neighborhood community structure
was destroyed and the cleared land remained unused for a decade.
The situation in the Union Street area was somewhat similar, but the opposition there was stronger. Local residents, such as Ms. Carolyn Merte and Mrs.
Eleanor Massa, joined forces with local preservationists, such as Mrs. Stephanie
Mauri and Mrs. Jeanne Opdycke of Landmarks, to halt total demolition and
began rehabilitation through a facade easement program. The designation of the
Union Street Historic District in 1971 required a search for new solutions to the
problems of physical renewal. This shift in strategy has preserved a nineteenth
century legacy that gives a glimpse back at the city known to Platt and his
contemporaries.
Historic Preservation
The Union Street area was part of the Queen City Project Area known as the
Lower Queen area. Initial survey of the area in 1969 maintained that the vast
majority of the structures in the area needed to be demolished.87 It called for
"total clearance", and made plans for the relocation of its residents. At the same
time, the possibility of historic and architectural resources was acknowledged,
and two surveys had been contracted for in which "fairly small Victorian brick
residences with generally high levels of integrity and maintenance" had been
noted in the Union Street area.88 However, the area's proximity to the CBD sug163

gested that it would be better suited for offices and professional use than for continued residential use.
The next year the New York State Historic Trust submitted a preliminary
survey with a list of buildings of "historic, architectural or urbanistic
significance" to PURA that identified some resources in the Union Street area.89
However, the city's consultants on their master plan, Candeub & Fleissig,
reported in early 1971 that 57 per cent of the 140 residential structures in the area
of Union Street were owned by absentee landlords, and 64 per cent were found
to be "substandard". They were therefore selected for demolition; only seventeen houses on Grand Street were to be spared from the bulldozer.9° Strong
opposition to the findings was presented at a public meeting in February.91
During May, pro- and anti-demolition petitions were signed by property owners
and residents, while during the same month Dutchess County Landmarks presented an application to the state and federal government for listing on the
National Register as an Historic District. Landmarks' application argued the case
for designation with great urgency, "The area stands like an oasis in the midst of
land which has been cleared for arterials or housing projects: all sides have been
razed. . ." The application was processed quickly; in November the area was
designated by the State, and the next month was entered onto the National
Register of Historic Places.93
The establishment of Union Street area as an Historic District removed the
threat of immediate demolition, although the future could not be certain. Landmarks purchased and began restoration of a house at 190 Union Street in
December and pressed for federal rehabilitation funds for the area. Meanwhile,
PURA contracted with another consultant, Raymond, Parish & Pine, for a second
study of the area. This study did not recommend the wholesale demolition of the
area, so that in April, 1972 PURA formally announced its decision not to go
ahead with clearance.94
PURA, however, was not terribly interested in a major rehabilitation effort,
and awaited yet another consultant's report by Walter Thabit, who had recommended the demolition of Gate Street. Residents of the Union Street area continued to organize for assistance to rehabilitate their properties, and through the
Queen City Model Cities Agency (QCMC) protested the lack of movement on the
part of PURA. In early 1972 QCMC wrote PURA's board of directors, "Another
year in limbo. . . will drive people who are now interested away, and it will make
rehabilitation harder and more expensive."98 Landmarks established a rehabilitation revolving fund, PHDC had some funds for rehabilitation, and PMCA
attempted to use some supplementary funds to address emergency repairs.
However, little could be done effectively while PURA focused on other areas of
demolition, and housing conditions worsened. Some buildings owned by
absentee landlords were condemned and the tenants evicted.
In 1973 a facade easement program was instituted by PURA, using federal
money and guidelines, which considerably changed the situation. The program
was designed to enable owner occupancy of buildings, with low-cost loans to
rehabilitate the outside of the structure to meet federal historic guidelines set by
the Department of the Interior.96 However, many of the tenants were older and
did not want to burden themselves with loan payments, while many of the
absentee landlords took advantage of the program. Interior renovation was not
included, and many developers and landlords took the option to completely
"gut" the inside and create a modern environment packaged inside a Victorian
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facade.
Rents began to increase and many of the former low and moderate income
tenants left.97 In 1976 the Tax Reform Act increased the interest of investors in
rehabilitating commercial properties in historic districts. Residential rental
properties are considered commercial properties under this act and became a
new reason for private investment in the housing market. Burt Gold, an active
developer throughout the urban renewal period, developed many rental units in
the area at this time. According to the city manager, the facade easement program served as a "catalyst" for comprehensive "renewal," and entailed "the
creation of wholly new units within structural shells and, ultimately, the complete reconstruction of the streetscape and infrastructure: water and sewer services, streets, curbs, walks, landscaping and street lighting."98 However, the
social cost was great. The area became "primarily inhabited by professional
people — many of them single — who can afford to pay $425, plus utilities, for a
one-bedroom apartment."99 The rehabilitation of vacant buildings, along with
some displacement, resulted in the "gentrification" of one of Poughkeepsie's
older neighborhoods 100
The year of the Bicentennial also spurred interest in other areas of historic
preservation. In Poughkeepsie, elements of the nineteenth century landscape
began to be more appreciated by the general public.
The Collingwood Opera House on Market Street had opened on February 1,
1869, and has remained in continuous use as an operating theater for over a century. In 1923 it re-opened as a movie theater and was re-named the Bardavon. By
the 1970's the Boston-based owners had allowed it to fall into disrepair.101 In 1975
the theater was purchased by a local partnership "with the intention of tearing it
down in order to provide the Poughkeepsie Savings Bank, located next door,
with a parking lot. ,,102 A citizen's committee, chaired by former mayor
Economou, recommended an alternative to PURA which removed the immediate threat of demolition.103 The theater was listed on the National Register of
Historic Places and activities continued under the supervision of Stephen and
Julia Dunwell. Negotiations between the non-profit Bardavon 1869 Opera
House, Inc. and the local partnership continued for four years during which time
great public concern was shown about the continued threat of demolition. As
one of the local partners stressed, "The only way we can make money on the
property is through office rentals and the only way we can make office rentals
attractive to local businesses is to provide parking. . . We didn't buy that theatre
to run it as a theatre."1°4 Eventually, funds were raised and ownership was transferred on March 3, 1979.105
The 1970's saw a shift from one era of urban renewal to another set of urban
redevelopment strategies. Federal monies for demolition and reconstruction
declined, while new approaches and techniques for maintaining and rehabilitating the existing physical fabric came to the forefront.
Conclusion
In the short span of two decades, from 1955-1975, much of the traditional core
of Poughkeepsie had changed. Edmund Platt's city, so different from the turn of
the century, and so restive for a future that never seemed to arrive, began to
realize the uniqueness of its landscape legacy. The flavor of its nineteenth century heritage still remains amid the bland modern high-rises built and the vacant
parcels left by urban renewal.
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Figure 1. City-Town Population Growth, 1900-80
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980.
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Map 3. Urban Renewal Plan
Source: Candeub and Fleissig, Master Plan Report No. 3: Housing,
Neighborhoods and Urban Renewal Plan (Newark, N.J., January, 1960).
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Map 4. Model Neighborhood and Urban Renewal
Source: City of Poughkeepsie, Poughkeepsie Model Cities Proposal
(Poughkeepsie, N.Y., April, 1967).
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Map 5. Families Below Poverty Level, 1970
Source: Llewelyn-Davies Associates, Compehensive Plan for Poughkeepsie,
Volume One: Poughkeepsie Today (Poughkeepsie, N.Y., 1974), figure 4.4c.
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Journal quoted Mrs. Lewis who "lamented the fact that 'the riverfront areas have deteriorated so much.' She said that when they moved into their house 'it was such a nice area.
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76. [Corbetta], Ground Breaking, p. 9; however, at a public hearing on the project reported
in the Poughkeepsie Journal, 31 March 1970, Arthur Greene declared "The Rip Van Winkle
House was appropriately named because the Common Council must have been asleep
when it approved it. It is of no use to the poor people of Poughkeepsie."
77. Poughkeepsie Journal, 7 July 1968. For a comprehensive view of park and open space
development, see, M. Paul Friedberg & Partners, Open Space Plan: Poughkeepsie, N.Y. (New
York: M. Paul Friedberg & Partners, 1976).
78. "Impossible dream to come true for city," according to the Poughkeepsie Journal,
11 August 1968.
79. Richard W. Mitchell, "Remarks for Urban Renewal Task Force," A Total Approach to
Renewal, p. 1.
80. National Commission on Urban Problems, Building the American City (New York:
Praeger, 1969).
81. City of Poughkeepsie, Poughkeepsie Model Cities Proposal (Poughkeepsie, N.Y.: City of
Poughkeepsie, April 27, 1967), submitted by Mayor Richard Mitchell to the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development for a grant to plan a comprehensive city demonstration program. The choice of Poughkeepsie as one of a select few cities to receive Model
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Landmarks, Union Street.
90. "Downtown Poughkeepsie from the Urban Renewal viewpoint," Poughkeepsie
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County Landmarks, Union Street, quoting Bill Pukmel, "Accord is reached on Union Street
Area," Poughkeepsie Journal, 2 September 1971.
95. Letter dated February 1972, quoted in Maltese, "Gentrification," p. 22.
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98. William Thysohn, "Historic Union Street Today," submitted to the 1982 HUD
National Recognition Program for Community Development Partnerships, quoted in
Maltese, "Gentrification," p. 34.
99. R. DeFillippo, "Old-timers question cost of facelift," Poughkeepsie Journal, 29 April
1984, p. 16A.

179

100. On gentrification, see: Michael H. Schill and Richard P. Nathan, Revitalizing America's
Cities: Neighborhood Reinvestment and Displacement (Albany: State University of New York
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Nativity Church 106, 139
Orthodox Quaker Meeting
House 22
Our Lady of Czenstochowa
116
Presbyterian Church (Cannon
Street) 21
St. John the Baptist 123
St. Mary's Roman Catholic
Church 22, 107, 111, 112
St. Paul's Episcopal
Church 20
St. Peter's Church 10, 21, 106,
143
Second Presbyterian
Church 18
Trinity Church 22
Trinity Temple 91
Washington Street Methodist
Church 2, 78
Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church 133, 136,
140, 141
City Infirmary 28
Civil Rights 94, 95
Clark, Jonathan 14, 58, 60, 62
Clarke, James, Jr. 95
Clarke, Thomas Curtis 24

Collingwood Opera House 165
Colored Citizens Committee 89
Colored Men's Republican Club 80
Columbus Institute 29
Common Council (Poughkeepsie)
157
Cooke, Charles 31, 32, 33
Cooley, Charles 82
Cooper, John 94
Corbetta, Roger H. 161
Corlies, George 142
Corrigan, Michael (Bishop, Archbishop) 108-110, 116, 117, 119,
120
Court House (Poughkeepsie) 28
Crannel, Bartholomew 58, 59
Crawford, Carol 96
Crawford, William 94
Cronk, Hiram 133
Crooke, Charles 132
Crosby's Dry Goods Store 131
Cultural Progress Club 96
Daily Advertiser 65
Daily Eagle 25
Daily Press 10
Daniels, Robert C. 32
Daughters of the American
Revolution 9, 28
Daughters of the Eastern Star 90
Davies, Thomas 133
Davies, Thomas L. 22
Davis, Alexander Jackson 23
DeLaval 13, 153
Desmond, John J. 158
DeWitt, John 63, 67
Deyo, Dr. 135
Deyo, Isaac 82
Dix, Dorothea 7
Dixon, Rev. Robert 95
Dixon, Mrs. Robert 96
Doran, Charles 138
Douglas, Rodney 96
Douglass, Fredrick 79, 80
Downing, Andrew Jackson 22
Downtown-Main Street Project 159
Dudley, James H. 21
Duke, William, Jr. 96
Dunwell, Stephen and Julia 156,
165

Clegg, Thomas, 136
Clinton, George (Governor) 58, 64,
67
Clinton, Governor, School 31
Clinton House 32
Collingwood Building 24
Collingwood, James (lumber and
coal yard) 132
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Dutch West India Company 76
Dutchess County Academy 19
Dutchess County Anti-Slavery
Society 79, 81
Dutchess County Baseball Hall of
Fame 90
Dutchess County Fair 89
Dutchess County Landmarks 164
Dutchess County Migrant Council
95
Dutchess County Surrogate's
Office 19
Dutchess Intelligencer 5
Dye wood works 132
Dykeman, John 77

General Neighborhood Renewal
Plan (GNRP) 156, 159
Garettson, Freeborn 78
George, Henry 107
Germania Hall 78
Germania Singing Society 9
Gindele, William 157
Glebe House 32
Gold, Burton 161
Goldstone brothers 139
Gordon's Gazetteer 8
Grand Bait 12
Graves, Lucy 90
Gouch, L.A. 20
Greeley, Horace 81
Grfffen, Clyde 15
Griffen, Sally 14
Gruen, Victor, Associates 157

Eagle News 32
East-West arterial 154
Eastman, Harvey 9, 24, 25
Eastman Business College 24, 82
Eastman Terrace 25
Economou, Jack 157
Edwards, Dorothy L. 89
Eighmie, George 138
Eight Hour Day 10
Eldridge, Egbert Q. (Judge) 83
Elting, Luther, Capt. 133
Emmot, James 132
Engine Company #7 31

Half, William 8
Hamilton, Alexander 66, 67
Harden, John W. 88
Harden, Mary Matilda Wood 88
Harris, Catherine 79
Hasbrouck, Frank 20
Hayes, Roland 88
Hewitt, Gideon P. 20
Hill, William Bancroft 90
Hine, George 141
Hinkley, James 142
Hoffman, Elizabeth 64
Hoffman, Robert 64
Holdridge family 132
Holiness-Pentecostal Movement 91
Home Cooperative Savings and
Loan 31
Horton, John T. 59
Housing Act of 1949 158
Housing Act of 1956 159
Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 163
Housing and Home Financing
Agency 159
Housing and Urban Development
Agency (HUD) 160, 162
Hudson-Fulton Celebration 29
Hudson River Railroad 10
Hughes, Langston 88
Hugo, Victor 79
Human Rights Council

Fabian, Fr. 116
Fairess, Rev. Charles 85, 88
Father Divine's Peace Mission 91
Federal Writer's Project 18
Female Academy 141
FIAT Plant 29
Finch, Henry 133
First Ward 137, 138
Fishkill Landing 78
Flad, Harvey 15, 16
Flagler, Dr. 135
Ford, Jesse 137
Foote, Mrs. A.J. 85
Fox, Margaret and Toney 77
Friends Meeting House 32
Freeman's Journal 118
Galligan, Patrick 135
Galuszka, Rev. Charles 117
Gardner, Eliza Ann 79
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IBM 85, 94, 152, 153
Iacobucci, Fr. 112
Imperials 90
Improvement Party 7, 9, 133, 134
Innis family 5, 23, 132, 141
Ireland, Archbishop 119
iron foundry 131

Lossing, Benson 27
Louguen, Jermain 79
Lowe, Benjamin E. 22
"Lower Furnace" 131
Lower Landing 132
Lower Queen Area 163
Luckey Platt and Company 5, 157

Jackson and Rosencrans 29
Jackson, Rev. Belvie 95
Jackson, Vincent 91
Jackson, Wiley 95, 96
Jamaican Concerned Citizens 96
James, Rev. Thomas 79
Janes and Kirtland Iron Works 25
Japanese Garden Restaurant 30
Jay, John 66, 67
Jefferson, Thomas 66, 70
Jenkins, Rev. Thomas 88
Johnson, Hannah M. 89
Johnson, Jeh 96, 162
Jones, Samuel 82
Jones, Wyatt 91
Judd, Rev. Thomas 88

MacCracken, Henry Noble 124
MacCracken, Marjorie Dodd 32
McDonnell, Msgr. 112
"McGlynn Affair" 108, 109
McGlynn, Fr. Edward 107-110, 117
McKim, Mead and White 27, 28
McMurrine, Rev. Eustace 91
McQuaid, Bishop 110, 119
McSweeney, Fr. Patrick 107, 117
Mack, John 12, 124
Madison, James 66
Magill, Cecelia 95
Magill, Robert S. 90
Main Mall 156, 158
Main-Market Project 159
Main, Jackson Turner 63
Malone, Fr. Sylvester 110, 111
Maloney, William R. 138
Mamiya, Lawrence 14
Mansion Square 8, 19
Marine Midland Banking Group 5
Marist Brothers 124
Massa, Eleanor 163
Maurer, Ted 160
Mauri, Stephanie 163
May, Rev. Arthur E. 88
Mellady, Mary 141
Merchants' National Bank 32
Merte, Carolyn 163
Mid-Hudson Bridge 31
Mid-Hudson Herald 96
Mill-Catherine Street Project 155
Millbrook Giants 90
Ministrels 81
Sharpe's
Campbell's
Newcomb's
Tony Pastor's
Dupree and Green
Mitchell, Richard 157, 161
Mizelle, Jane Bolin 93
Model Cities Agency 96

Kaal Rock Park 162
Kearney, Clifton 94
Kent, Elizabeth Bailey 63
Kent, Elisha 58, 60
Kent, Hannah 68
Kent, James 56, 59
Kent, Moss 58, 59
Ketcham, Mayor 106
Keyser, Edward 120, 123
Kirchner, Charles 139
Knights of Columbus 123
Kosciuszko Society 123
Ku Klux Klan 89, 124
Lancaster School 78
Lasher, Irving 32
Lee, Peter 79
Little Red School House 93
Lincoln Center (Poughkeepsie) 32
"Livingston Woods" 154
Livingston, Gilbert 59, 63, 68
Livingston, Robert R. 66-68, 77
Lloyd and Carpenter 27
Lloyd, Percival 29, 30
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Model Cities Program 162, 163
Modjeski, Ralph and Moran,
Daniel 31
Mohawks of Poughkeepsie 90
Monroe, Georgia 94
Moore, Alfred 78
Moore, Samuel 28
Morgan, Mrs. Robert 93
Morgan, Dr. Robert Wesley 88,
89
Morris, Myra 96
Morris, Thelma 95
Morris, Victor 94, 96
Morschauser, Joseph 116, 141
Morse, Samuel F.B. 23
Mother Cabrini School 112
Mount Moriah Masonic Lodge 90
Murphy, Charles 138
Muslims 91
Mylod, John 112, 124

PHDC see Poughkeepsie Housing
Development Corp.
PURA see Poughkeepsie Urban
Renewal Agency
Pardee, Enoch 133
Parkinson, Clement 96
Patrice, Earline 95, 96
Patrice, Walter 93
the "Patriot" 93
Pavone, Rev. Nicholas 30, 115
Payne, Bessie Harden 87, 88, 93
Payne, Rev. Herbert 88, 93
Pe1ton, John 141
Pelton's Carpet Factory 135
Pelton's Pond 132
Perry, Isaac G. 26
Petillon, Jacob 134
Phoenix Hose Co. 28
Pine, Ezekiel 79
Pinkster Festival 77
Pirate Canoe Club 161
Platt, Edmund 5-16, 56, 76, 106,
130, 137, 144, 152
Platt, Isaac 5, 130
Platt, Zephaniah 63, 67, 69
Plunkett, Michael 138
Pompeian Room 30
Post, James 24
Post Office (Poughkeepsie) 26, 32
Potter, Paraclete 9
Potter, Bishop Henry Codman 27
Potter, William Appleton 21, 27
Poughkeepsie All Americans 90
Poughkeepsie and Eastern
Railroad 136, 141
Poughkeepsie Area Chamber of
Commerce 157
Poughkeepsie Area Development
Association 155, 156, 158
Poughkeepsie Bank 19
Poughkeepsie Bridge 24
Poughkeepsie Central Business
District (CBD) 155, 157, 158
Poughkeepsie Collegiate School 19
Poughkeepsie Colored School
No. 1 82
Poughkeepsie Common Council
157
Poughkeepsie Courthouse 28

NAACP 95
National Commission on Urban
Problems 162
National Register of Historic
Places 164
Neighborhood Improvement
Program (NIP) 163
Nelson House 160
Nelson's Furniture Store 133
Nevins, John 138
New York State Dept. of
Transportation (DOT) 154
New York State Historic Trust 164
New York Annual Conference of
A.M.E. Zion Church 82
New York Central Station 30
New York Manumission Society 81
"News Cathedral" 32
Nelson, E.A. 28
Nilan, Fr. James 15, 107-110, 112,
116-120, 122
North Hamilton-Falkill Project 159
North-South Arterial 154
North-West Project 159
O'Brien, Genevieve Carroll 137
Opdyke, Jeanne 163
Opera House 24
"Operation Speed-Up" 156
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Poughkeepsie Downtown Council
156, 157
Poughkeepsie Eagle 5, 11, 21, 118,
121, 136
Poughkeepsie Female Academy 19
Poughkeepsie High School 25, 48,
82
Poughkeepsie Hot Air Furnace 131
Poughkeepsie Housing Development Corp. 162, 164
Poughkeepsie Journal 61, 62, 157
Poughkeepsie Neighborhood Club
88, 90
Poughkeepsie Net Club 90
Poughkeepsie New Yorker 32
Poughkeepsie Newspaper Building
32
Poughkeepsie News-Telegraph 121
Poughkeepsie Opportunity Center
of the Dutchess County
Committee for Economic Opportunity 96
Poughkeepsie Plan 11
Poughkeepsie Savings Bank 25,
29, 165
Poughkeepsie Tennis Club 142
Poughkeepsie Urban Renewal
Agency 96, 156, 160, 163, 164
Poughkeepsie Yacht Club 161
Price, Dr. Garrett A.H. 88
Proctor, Lucien B. 59
Propagation of the Gospel of the
Anglican Church, Society for
the 77

Rhodes, Joseph 83, 140
Richardson, H.H. 21, 26
Riordan, Fr. Michael 10, 105
Rip Van Winkle House 161
Riverfront Urban Renewal Project
159
Riverview Academy 9, 24, 33, 115
Riverview Project "1-A, NYR-166"
160
Roberts, Lorraine 14, 95
Rogers, Hannah 58
Roosevelt, Eleanor 92
Roosevelt, Franklin D. 32, 33
Rose, Charles F. 28
Rosenbaum, Philip 139
Royal African Company 76
Ruppert Park 89
Sague, Clarence 28
Sague, James E. 32
St. Francis Hospital 124
St. Michael's Society 123
St. Peter's Girls' School 137
St. Peter's High School 124
St. Peter's Parochial School 121
St. Rita's Society 123
Satolli, Archbishop 110
Schatz-Federal Bearing 153
Schenck, Paul 68
Schuyler, Philip 67
Shaw, Richard Norman 26
Shay's Rebellion 60
Sheahan, Fr. 115
Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge 26
Sherman, Jonah 157
Sherman family 132
Shields, Peter 139
Shwartz, Mark 139, 141
Sisters of Charity 121
Slaves 56, 76-80
Slee, Robert and Co. 23
Skinner, Supt. 122
Smiley, F.T. 6
Smillie, James 25
Smith Brothers Luncheonette 33
Smith, Larry and Co. 156
Smith, Melancton 63
Soldiers' Memorial Fountain 25, 32
Southwick tannery 131, 132
Speidel, Merrit C. 32

QCMC see Queen City Model
Cities Agency
Queen City Model Cities Agency
164
Queen City Project Area 163
Ratification Convention 63
Raymond, Parish and Pine 164
Reed, Morgan 91
Regional Plan Association 158
Renwick, James, Jr. 24
Revels, Hiram 81
Reynolds, Helen W. 32
Reynolds, William Thatcher 5, 141
Rhoads, William 13, 14
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Spitz, George 156
Spross, Eli 139
Stanley, Columbus 94
Stanley, Dorothy 95
Stewart-Scott Associates 161
Stickley, Gustav 28
Strauss, Solomon 139
Streamline Diner 33
Strickland, William 19
Sutcliffe, Eli 136
Swan, Cyrus 141
Swartout, Jacobus 63

Vassar Brothers Hospital 26
Vassar Brothers Institute 24
Vassar College 11, 24, 26, 30, 82,
95, 115
Vassar, Matthew 22
Victory Lake Nursing Home 91
Violet greenhouses 154
WPA Projects 93
Wagner, Marta 14
Waite, Calvin 94
Ward, Patrick 138
Ward, Rev. Samuel 81
Warring, Charles 141
Waryas, Victor C. 161, 162
Washington, Booker T. 88
Watson, Thomas, Sr. 94
Welker, Michael 134
West, George P. 90
Western Printing 153
Whale dock 134
Wheeler, Corydon 22
Whitehouse Boot and Shoe
Factory 25
Wilkinson, Harry 94
William, Jane A. 82
Williams-Meyers A.J. 77
Withers, Frederick Clarke 26
Wood, J.A. 24, 25
Wodell, Silas 142
Woodland, Isaac 81
Women's Service Club of the
Catherine Street Center 93

Tanner, Vivian Gaines 96
Tappan's Miss School 18
Tappen, Caty 68
Tappen, Peter 68
Tarver, Marie 95
Tarver, Ruppert 95, 96
Tax Reform Act of 1976 165
Tennis Club (Poughkeepsie) 28
Thabit, Walker 163
Thompson, Ezra 63
Toussaint L'Ouverture College 82
Tower, Albert 132
Truth, Sojourner 79
Tubman, Harriet 79, 80
Union Street Historic District 163
United Black Council Executive
Committee 96
United Federation of Negro
Women 89
United Negro and Allied Veterans
of America 94
United Society 78
Upper Landing 132, 134

YMCA 29
Zuccarello, Louis 15

Vaughn, Ethel 96
Vaughn, Robert 94
Van Benschoten, John, Inc. 33
Van Kleeck, Balthus 27
Van Kleeck, George M. 141
Van Kleeck, Myndert 68
Van Kleeck's fur store 23
Van Wyck, Altje 63
Van Wyck, Theodorus, 63
Vassar brewery 131
Vassar Brothers' Home for Aged
Men 24
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TROUTBECK INN
Box 26

Leedsville Road

Amenia, NY 12501

Telephone: 373-9681
STEPHEN HUTCHESON
INTERIOR DESIGN INC.
58 Main Street
Fishkill, New York 12524

914 897-400()

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
****

Dine amidst National Landmark
Elegance on exquisite Nouvelle
Cuisine featuring wild, local
and international ingredients
prepared by Master Chef John
Novi. Our menu changes by the
day and season to bring you
the most unusual and freshest
foods in the Hudson Valley.

Craig Claibourne
NY Times

RSVP 914-687-7700/7777
Open for dinner Thursday through Sunday from 5 pm
Sunday Brunch from 11:30 to 3 pm
High Falls, New York
John Novi owner/Master Chef

MIRON
LUMBER CORPORATION
LUMBER • MILLWORK • PLYWOOD
Albany 438-6811 • Fishkill 896-6217 • Kingston 336-6000
Newburgh 562-2000 • Poughkeepsie 462-2000
• TREATED LUMBER
• MILLWORK
• ROOF TRUSSES
• PLYWOOD
• DOORS
• ROOFING
• FLOOR COVERING

• WALLBOARD
• WINDOW UNITS
• KITCHEN CABINETS
• SIDING
• WALL PANELING
• HARDWARE
• CARPETING

• PAINT
• CEILING TILE
• TOOLS
• DOOR UNITS
• MAJOR APPLIANCES
•PRE-ASSEMBLED STAIRS

MANUFACTURER OF GREEN ISLAND PANELIZED HOMES
THE MIRON ORGANIZATION
At Miron we:
— employ people and skills essential to success
— support charities and organizations essential to society
We are proud to be associated with the Dutchess County Historical Society

SAVINGS
SAVINGS BANK FSB

Yes we can.

HELEN Z.

431-6200

LTD.

BATTISTONI
REALTOR*

REAL ESTATE

MAIN OFFICE
22 EAST MARKET ST.
RHINEBECK

140 ALBANY POST RD.
HYDE PARK

26 NO. BROADWAY
REDHOOK

914 - 876-7091

914 - 229-0041

914 - 758-6500

Frank J. Doherty
THE SETTLEMENT OF THE BEEKMAN PATENT
specializing in research in the history and genealogy of all the people
who ,rttled in the present towns of Beekman, Pawling, Dover,
Unionvale, and the eastern half of LaGrange prior to 1800.
Freedom Road
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569
914-635-3260
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PROPERTIES
ROUTE 52, STORMVILLE, N.Y. 12582

- SUPER-WHITE" STONE
TOP SOIL FILTER SAND

(914) 221-2224
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•ICE CONTROL SAND
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HAYWARD AND PAKAN ASSOCIATES
ENGINEERS

ARCHITECTS

SURVEYORS

321 MAIN MALL
POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 12601
914 - 454-9440

Historic Restoration
& Preservation Consultants

OUR 51st YEAR
OF SERVICE
1936-1987

THE
BANKOF
NEW
YORK

HAROLD HAYWARD, P.E.
WALTER S. PAKAN, P.E.
DONALD G. TOMLINS, P.E.
WILFRED A. ROHDE, P.E.
ROGER A. MASTRI, L.S.
JOHN V. KANE III, R.A., AIA
PETER R. CANTLINE, P.E.
MICHAEL W. SOYKA, P.E.
MARK T. JOHNSON, R.A., AIA

ALEX. BROWN
& SONS
INCORPORATED
ESTABLISHED 1800

America's Oldest Name
in Investment Banking
Member of Leading Stock Exchanges

385 SOUTH ROAD, BEECHWOOD OFFICE PARK,
P.O. BOX J, POUGHKEEPSIE,
NEW YORK 12602 • TELEPHONE 914-485-8900

-111111111
RUDIKOFF
&
ROHDE, INC.

F Left,
,s2fit.74 a ...Win,.
11 RAYMOND AVENUE
POUGHKEEPSIE, NEW YORK 12603
(914) 454-1200

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING
REVIEW CONSULTANTS &
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT
CONSULTANTS
328 Main Mall
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601
/ 914 /471-5877
with additional development
services available through

HAYVVARD & PAKAN
ASSOCIATES
ENGINEERS / ARCHITECTS /
SURVEYORS

MATTHEW D. RUDIKOFF
ASSOCIATES, INC.
BUSINESS & GOVERNMENTAL
CONSULTANTS

HISTORIC HUDSON VALLEY CARDS
AND NOTES

—

handsome, custom designs for the collector and enthusiast.

Period photograph, most with portrait, historical background:
II FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT'S Home, Hyde Park, N.Y.
• ELEANOR ROOSEVELT'S Stone Cottage at Val-Kill, Hyde Park, N.Y.
• SAMUEL F.B. MORSE'S Home, Young-Morse Historic Site, Pough., N.Y.
• OLD RHINEBECK AERODROME, Museum in the Sky, Rhinebeck, N.Y.
II HUDSON HIGHLANDS PANORAMA from Trophy Point, USMA,
West Point, N.Y. (portrait, George Washington)
II VASSAR INSTITUTE, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
• BARDAVON 1869 OPERA HOUSE, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.
• VASSAR COLLEGE OBSERVATORY with Maria Mitchell, Professor
of Astronomy 1865-1888.
Proceeds from this advertisement benefit D.C. Historical Society. Any 10 cards S3.00. 10 notes $4.00, add $1.00
mailing. Order cio HISTORIC HUDSON VALLEY CARDS, P.O. Box 1718, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12601.

ROOD'S

Make sure. Insure with

rshall

te

FLORIST

1.

Everett Rood
584 South Road
Poughkeepsie,
NY 12601

INSURANCE AND BONGS

462-4444

Marshall & Sterling, Inc.
Pot4i=ie

Wappingers Falls
297-3701
Middletown
Newburgh
343-2138
562-6100
US. Virgin Islands: St. Croix, St. Thomas

RIVER
STATId.
DINE

"Down by The River Side"
Serving Fresh Seafood, Prime Ribs
-.,
with Daily Specials
"This Is Our Panoramic View of The Hudson"
OPEN 7 DAYS

25 Main Street, Poughkeepsie
452-9207
VISA
MasterCard
'51711;(0:Mt
t

WANTED

adtHlre by
0710 31ERG7
fr

(The Val-Kill She?, Hyde Park, NY)
Jim Nelson, 5 Seaman Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
(914) (day) 452-5900 (eve) 485-5631

FHutton
80 Washington Street
Poughkeepsie, New York
914/485-2800
Proud of the past and happy to be
part of the future of Dutchess County

We make it our buo1aeso
help local companies succeed
Services
to help
your company
grow and
prosper

Irving Bank
Corporation

Duitchess Bank

LEI

Equa/
OPPOilunity

Member FDIC

ec4,
0*
.tv"
c0
4t% 4c°

901;34:1A 319
POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y.
12601

3 COLLEGEVIEW AVENUE
POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12603
(914) 471-3640

Books—Records
Old Prints
Art Appraisals
Old Issues of
Dutchess County
Historical Society Yearbook
Dutchess County Histories

FAIRVIEW BLOCK
& SUPPLY CORP.
FAIRVIEW
TRUE VALUE
HARDWARE
68 Violet Avenue
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
"An Old Company
With New Ideas"

CAR
AVIS SALES
LICENSEE

H. G. Page & Sons, Inc.
Manchester Bridge - Rt. 55
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12603
LUMBER a HARDWARE a MILLWORK
BUILDING SUPPLIES

SERVING POUGHKEEPSIE FOR 63 YEARS

'LAVERY
REAL

ESTATE

"Serving All of Dutchess County"

A NEW KIND OF USED CAR
914-462-6670
IBM Road
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12602
Jack Newman and AVIS—Satisfying Customers for Over 30 Years!

Poughkeepsie - 454-2233
Wappingers Falls - 297-6635
Hyde Park - 229-2200

ri3

HORE.L,E61glals.

Depend on our
Hudson Valley
Insurance
Network for all
your Insurance
needs
Auto • Home • Business:..,,,
• Financial Planning
Visit or call any one of
our 6 conveniently
located offices.

Vail & Sutton
39 Market Street
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12601
(914) 452-1776

Brinckerhott and Neuville, Inc.
68 Main Street
FishkiII, N.Y. 12524
(914)896-4700

Tr -County Planning
Services, Inc.
39 Market Street
Poughkeepsie. N.Y. 12601
(914)471.8200

Powers and Haar. Inc.
Route 90
Garrison. N.Y. 10524
(914)424.3549

Powers and Haar. Inc.
159 Main Street
Cold Spring, N.Y. 10516
(914) 265-3652

E. J. Buck, Inc.
62A East Main St.
Wappingers Falls, N.Y. 12590
(914) 297-2830

At your service wherever you need us.

The Dutchess County Historical Society
is selling the

History of
Poughkeepsie
by

Edmund Platt
and

Dutchess County:
A Pictorial History
by

John Jeanneney
and
Mary L. Jeanneney
For more information contact the
Dutchess County Historical Society,
P.O. Box 88, Poughkeepsie, New York 12602,
or call (914) 471-1630

